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Community Involvement Spurs Phase I1 of Schools Building Plan

On May 8th, Vote “Yes” On Issue 4!

by Jay Foran

The well-planned
effort to improve teaching and learn-
ing in the Lakewood City Schools has

community

reached the exciting Phase II stage. On
May 8th, Lakewood voters will decide
Issue 4, the $30 million second-phase
bond issue for the 10-year rebuilding
effort. The overall plan was conceived
by the Lakewood Board of Education
and has been shaped by the Lakewood
community over the past several years.
Voting “yes” will help maintain the
current momentum of the plan and
ensure a brighter future for our com-
munity, our children, and our property
values.

While community discussion
regarding the number of schools
required by the district and the con-
dition of existing facilities was first
initiated in 2000, the comprehensive
nature of the plan was first widely
endorsed by the community with their
approval of the Phase I plan in early

2004. Since that time, construction of
new schools at four existing school sites
has proceeded in earnest. The dust has
flown while architecturally appropriate
and operationally efficient buildings
have been constructed. Notably, the
four new schools (Harrison and Hayes
Elementary Schools and Garfield and
Harding Middle Schools) funded by
Phase I will open on-time and on-
budget in Fall 2007, and will serve the
Lakewood community for generations
to come.

Being on-time and on-budget is
somewhat of a Herculean achievement
given disruptions to the construction
industry brought on by Hurricane
Katrina and other natural disasters.
The supply of construction materials
and labor has been constrained and
prices have spiked as a result of these
unforeseen events. Fortunately for tax-
payers, due to effective oversight by the
schools’ administration and the excel-
lence of both the project managers and
construction workers, the buildings

are being completed in a financially
efficient manner while remaining con-
sistent with their original design.

Issue 4, the Phase II bond issue,
will fund a vital renovation to the east-
ern portion of Lakewood High School,
providing badly needed science labs,
technologically enriched classrooms,
and updated vocational training facili-
ties. It will also renovate and convert
both Emerson and Horace Mann
Middle Schools into state-of-the-art
elementary schools on par with the
new elementary schools set to open
this fall. These much-needed renova-
tions will create safer and more secure
buildings for our students, as well as
provide equal and fair access to neigh-
borhood schools.

While the new Phase I schools
opening this fall will create a new era
of teaching and learning in Lakewood,
only a little over one-third of the cur-
rent Lakewood City Schools student
population will get to benefit from
these facilities. Approval of the Phase I1

plan will extend updated and modern-
ized facilities and improved teaching
and learning opportunities to an even
wider percentage of the Lakewood
community.

For the taxpayer, approving the
Phase II plan requires only a modest
financial investment. Due to highly
effective financial planning, the net
effective increase will be only $1.02
per month per $100,000 of home val-
uation. Thus, an owner of a $150,000
home will invest only $18.36 annually
to directly contribute to the building
and improvement of three schools.
Notably, approval of Issue 4 will move
Lakewood significantly closer to the
matching funds from the State of Ohio
that will reduce overall construction
costs for Lakewood by approximately
25%. These State of Ohio funds would
be paid at the completion of Phase III
and could total over $42 million.

Vote “Yes” On Issue 4
continued on page 7...

Davis Celebration To Feature Renowned LHS Grad David Conte

by Jeff Endress

B. NEIL DAVIS has been a fixture
in the Cleveland music community for
over five decades. The West Shore Uni-
tarian Universalist Church has been
celebrating the career of B. Neil Davis
in its 2006-07 artist series. The series
will conclude on May 13, 2007 with a
special guest appearance by Lakewood
High School graduate David Conte
at the 4 p.m. concert to be held at the
church, 20401 Hilliard Blvd., Rocky
River. It is fitting that Mr. Conte, cur-
rently professor of composition and
conductor of the conservatory chorus
at the San Francisco Conservatory of
Music will be the guest artist at this

finale of the series celebrating B. Neil
Davis’s career. While in high school,
Mr. Conte not only sang in the A Cap-
pella Choir directed by Mr. Davis; he
also served as his accompanist. His
appearance demonstrates the impact
that Mr. Davis has had not only on
the outstanding musical tradition
at Lakewood High School but in the
Cleveland community as a whole. B.
Neil Davis’ enthusiasm and love of
music is something that he fostered
in all those who had the privilege of
singing in choirs he directed during
his tenure at Lakewood High School,
his service as the choirmaster of the
West Shore Unitarian Church for the
past 22 years and his private voice
instruction at Cleveland State Uni-
versity and the Beck Center for the
Arts.

I am fortunate to be able to speak
from experience having been a mem-
ber of the Lakewood High School A
Cappella Choir from 1969 to 1972.
I remember with tremendous pride
the professionalism of that choir and
the musical perfection instilled by
Mr. Davis as its Director. It has been
said that those who can, do and those
who can’t teach. The exception to that
adage is Neil Davis, who not only is a
gifted vocal performer himself but is
one of those rare individuals who are
able to extract from their students and

choirs their very best as witnessed by
the countless superior ratings received
by the Lakewood High School musi-
cal organizations under his tutelage
during his tenure at LHS. It is small
wonder that B. Neil is a member of the
Lakewood Schools Teaching Hall of
Fame and the 2006 recipient of the Ohio
Choral Director’s Association Distin-
guished Service Award. His teaching
days frequently began before 7:00 a.m.
with rehearsals of special student vocal
groups and often ended well after the
dinner hour when rehearsals for the
current high school musical were con-
cluded. These long hours seemed to
invigorate rather than exhaust, him as
his joy and enthusiasm greeted a par-
ticularly well performed cantata or a
David Conte composition for the folk
group. The professionalism instilled by
Davis in his students is reflected in the
concert recordings made by his ensem-
bles. Dusting off a decades old LP and
listening to those performances there
can be no reaction save, “Wow! They
were really good”.

It is indeed appropriate that The
West Shore Unitarian Universalist
Church has seen fit to honor a man who
has contributed so much to so many in
the community. Seeing the director
reunited with his former student in
the May 13th concert promises to be a
very fitting finale to the series. David

Conte, now a renowned composer in
his own right credits his former high
school choir director as being “the
most important musical mentor” for
much of his professional musician-
ship which “was first formed under
Mr. Davis’s guidance at Lakewood
High School”
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Lakewood Observer Editorial

Jay Foran stands in the natural light that will soon flood the new hallways of

Harding Middle School

Lakewood Observer
Advisory Board Encourages
All To Vote FOR Issue 4

by Heidi Hilty, Editor

The Lakewood Observer has
maintained a policy of neutrality
on issues and candidates to encour-
age wide-spread participation in our
open source volunteer civic journal-
ism experiment. After nearly two
years in print, we can call the trial
a success. As such, this accomplish-
ment comes with responsibility.

Issue 4 asks us to approve fund-
ing for Phase Il ofthe School Building
Plan. This bond issue will fund the
conversion of Emerson and Horace
Mann middle schools to state-of-
the-art elementary schools as well
as a partial renovation of Lakewood
High School.

The school facilities were long
overdue for an overhaul beforea com-
prehensive committee was formed
in 2000. This project was under-
taken with careful planning, input,

and involvement of a cross-section
of school, city, and community par-
ticipants. Phase I was delivered on
time and on budget. The committee
has made every effort to apprise the
community every step of the way.
We have an duty to see the project
through to completion.

Dr. Denise Reading spoke to
a group of citizens last week about
investing in education and the
rewards it brings to communities.
She spoke eloquently about respon-
sibility and urgency. Jay Foran
followed her speech with an impas-
sioned personal narrative. Their
words resonated with me and com-
pel me to take a public stand. This
is what I know for sure; every vote
counts.

Please support our children and
our community — Vote FOR Issue 4.

Letters To The Editor

Endorsement For Issue 4

Lakewood High School Senior

Having attended Lakewood City
Schools since kindergarten, I have ben-
efited much from the overwhelming
support Lakewood residents provide
their schools. On May 8th, residents
have the opportunity to continue this
encouraging tradition by voting “Yes”
on Issue 4, and investing further in the
future of their community.

Issue 4 is a critical Bond Issue that
is necessary to modernize our schools
and keep Lakewood competitive with
surrounding districts. The Bond Issue
will pay for the renovation of the west-
ern portion of Lakewood High School,
and the conversion of Emerson and
Horace Mann Middle Schools into ele-
mentary schools. The renovation and

League Of Women Voters

The Lakewood Schools are about
to embark on the next phase of their
building plan. With completion of
new Harrison and Hayes Elementary
schools and new middle schools on the
Harding and Garfield sites, the project
will renovate and modernize the west-
ern half of Lakewood High School and
convert Emerson and Horace Mann
Middle Schools into state-of-the-art
elementary schools.

This dynamic project demon-
strates the commitment of community
leaders to providing the finest public
facilities possible for our residents and
leading that effort is the Lakewood
School system. The Lakewood Bond
Issue is a 1.9 mill bond issue that will
raise approximately $30,000,000 for
Phase 2 of this project. Thanks to the

construction financed by Issue 4 would
bring science, vocational, and other
facilities up to speed with 21st century
learning. Improved security, ventila-
tion and lighting will make schools
safer and healthier for Lakewood’s
children. Phase 1, almost completed, is
on budget and on schedule. It included
the building of two new elementary
schools and two new middle schools.
Phase 2 will continue the larger vision
of making Lakewood schools accessi-
ble, competitive, and cost effective.

At an added cost of only $1.02
dollars per month for every $100,000
dollars of home valuation, Issue 4 is not
only a bargain, but a wise investment.
Our schools buoy property values,

Lakewood Schools’ sound financial
management, homeowners will receive a
1.5 mill reduction, so the effective added
cost of this issue is about $1.02 per month
for every $100,000 of home valuation.
The Lakewood Chapter of the
League of Women Voters Cuyahoga
Area enthusiastically endorses and
supports Issue 4, which will appear on
the May 8 ballot. All elections are vital
to preserving our precious democratic
process and this one is no exception.
We urge all registered voters to support
this effort and vote for Issue 4.
Sincerely,
Mary Osburn & Mary Warren
Co-Chairs, Lakewood Chapter
League of Women Voters
Cuyahoga Area
Vot

encourage economic growth and make
Lakewood a desirable place to live,
work, or raise a family. I am proud and
grateful to have spent my formative
years in the Lakewood City Schools,
and feel it is absolutely essential that
all Lakewood residents recognize the
importance of going to the polls on
May 8th, and voting “Yes” on Issue 4.
Sam O’Leary

Vote Against Issue 11

I'have served on two charter reviews.
The charter is, basically, the constitution
of our city. A charter review is a compre-
hensive study aimed at improving the
mechanics of our city government.

The section of the charter that would
be changed by Issue 11 was reviewed
extensively by the Citizens Governance
Task Force, and by the most recent
Charter Commission. That section was
amended in the Revised Charter but
the Task Force did not recommend or
include the type of changes that Issue 11
proposes, and the Charter Commission
specifically recommended against those
types of changes proposed in Issue 11.

A vote against Issue 11 is a vote
for less politics in our schools. Do you
really want the Lakewood school board
and administration to have to decide
whether to hire, or not to hire, a local
politician/elected official? What are the
implications of mixing these separate
government bodies? How might it affect
voter representation?

I invite you to read comments from
all sides of this debate on the Observa-
tion Deck at lakewoodobserver.com.

Vote AGAINST Issue 11.

Steve Davis
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Meet Your New
Neighbors.

Lakewood Medical Associates,

------

Saturday, May 12
11 a.m. -3 p.m.

As part of our continuing commitment to our patients, medical
staff and the community, we've expanded our primary health
care services to a new state-of-the-art facility on the eastern
corridor of Lakewood.

E: LakeWOOd HOSpital * Meet the doctors

- . * Free health screenings — blood sugar, BMI (body mass index),
a Cleveland Clinic hOSpltal height, weight and blood pressure

* Tour the new facility

* Children’s activities and raffle
* Light refreshments

* Free parking behind Drug Mart

For more information, visit www.lakewoodhospital.org/rockport

Now accepting new patients. To make an appointment,
call 216.529.7125.

11851 Detroit Avenue, Rockport Square
Lakewood, Ohio

100

years e AN
A Cent u ry Nidhi Aggarwal, M.D. Charles Garven, M.D. Janelle Henning, M.D.
Internal Medicine Family Medicine Family Medicine

of Touching Lives.

Your Life is Our Life’'s Work.
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April Fools Over

Council reporting was diverted
somewhat in the past month because
of attention paid to internal council
conflicts and the Observer’s efforts to
make up to the minute reports. Despite
those detours there were regular agenda
items that were temporarily overlooked
but will now be revisited.

In stark contrast to the fissures in
council was the brick and mortar sta-
bility represented by Charles Barrett,
retiring Building Commissioner. After
accepting the resolution honoring his
service from Mayor Thomas George
and council Barrett deservedly took a
few moments to recollect on his tenure
as Lakewood’s Building Commissioner.
He started out by mentioning that he,
his father, and his grandfather were
all plumbers. He deadpanned that
this background made for “lively”
conversation at family gatherings. He
constantly tried to find solutions to
building problems that would benefit
the property owner as well as follow
city guidelines. During his remarks of
his pride in his job and devotion to the
city, an observer could see the glint of
recognition in other department heads
eyes while they listened to a kindred
spirit.

Continuing with the resolutions
Kevin Butler (ward 1) and Ryan Demro
(ward 2) presented a resolution honoring
Cub Scouts Hayden Bish, Hugh Camp-

HNORRIS FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Allison Norris 1{216)227-1490

* Woman Owned and Operated
w4 Yrs. in Downtown Lz
» Full Physical Therapy Outlet

* Workers Comp & Personal Injury
ith All Visits

* Famlily Friendly Office

ikewood

w MNutrition Care w

Spring Visit Special

0%

" off all first wsﬂ charges
A .:..-_ 1 ...‘. i € afs NS

UEING INFUrancy

photo by David Lay

Stan Austin

bell, Daniel Crompton, Luke DeBaltzo,
George Harkenrider, Blue Keough, Kyle
Masters, Cooper Strachan, and Chris-
tian Styles for being awarded Cub Scout’s
highest award, the Arrow of Light. Even
though their picture appeared in the
last Observer issue such an achievement
is worth repeating.

Westlake Avenue is the dividing
line between ward one and two. It is a
narrow street and because of that speed
limits have been of concern to council
representatives for many years. This
time Demro and Butler of those two
wards teamed up to request a traffic
study of that street. This is a necessary
first step for determining a safe speed
limit. Specifically, they would like the
limit reduced to 15 miles per hour which
is common for an alleyway.

Speaking of streets, this time of
year always brings out orange barrels
and cement barricades: it’s repaving
time. In a preliminary list of streets to
be resurfaced this year was Woodford
Avenue. The City Engineer’s Depart-
ment started design work for that job
and determined that the water main
needed replacement. Funds for street,
sewer, and water main replacement
come from several sources. In this case,
the money for water main replacement
for this year had already been bud-
geted. City Engineer Dennis Albrecht

detailed the costs of the resurfacing,
the water main replacement and the
design work and therefore thought it
prudent and economical to delay for
one year the Woodford job so it could
all be done at once.

Butler thought the residents of
Woodford had been led to believe that
the resurfacing would be done this
year and that therefore, the water main
replacement money should be found.
He wanted his fellow council members
know how the residents felt and several
voiced their concerns. One resident,
Thelma Mariani, had a detailed chart
of her history of meetings and phone
calls with the city about the resurfacing
project. She pointed out that Wood-
ford was going on forty years between
repaving. As to finding the extra money
needed for the water main to do the
project this year she pointed out that
Arliss Avenue scheduled for this year
would cost about the same and in her
opinion its condition warranted the
delay, not Woodford.

This
response from Mary Louise Madigan
(ward 4). Arliss is in her ward. She said
that the two streets were not com-
parable. Madigan pointed out that
according to the rating system the
water main was a number one, a

brought an immediate

worse rating than number four for

Wanted By The

Cleveland Grill

Bistro & Winery
Steak, Seafood

& Spirits
3359 W. 117th St.

Cleveland, OH
Phone: 216-251-1025

Open Daily 5-10pm * 5-11pm Weekends
Bar, Catering, Parties, Gift Cards Available

WWW.CLEVELANDGRILL.COM

ml.u LU

Rl ‘W A RD
$10,000.00

(2160 S22. 1400
DESCRITI0N:
il SUSPRCTS

o W IERn

Woodford. “There is a real dan-
ger in pitting one group of citizens
against another, and I don’t want to
do that,” she said. Butler indicated
that he just wanted to have the facts
aired so that those residents now
understood why the project was
being delayed a year.

As a footnote to the street repaving
issue it might be recalled by Observer
readers that three years ago when choos-
ing the streets to be resurfaced, Michael
Dever (at large) and the then ward
one councilmember Patrick Corrigan
climbed into Corrigan’s minivan and
personally drove the streets for a final
selection. Since then, Albrecht insti-
tuted an objective and engineering based
evaluation method for scheduling street
rebuilding. Using that method to sched-
ule street repairs was agreed to by council
so as to avoid the personal or non-objec-
tive selection of streets. That way the
overall good of the city would be the end
result if all council members agreed to
adhere to the engineer’s schedule. These
were the procedures agreed on by council
in order to avoid an attempt at favorit-
ism at the expense of another council
member or part of the city. Albrecht also
pointed out that the city has to respond
to state and county projects that might
require redirection of money, such as are
Detroit Avenue and Clifton Boulevard,
which are state routes.

FBI

Information leading to the arrest
of individuals in a shooting and
attempted car-jacking of a yellow
Hummer on Saturday April 28th,
2007 in Lakewood at Wyandotte &
Madison - 2:30 a.m.
Reward $10,000.
Call Scott Wilson at the Federal
Bureau of Invsetigation, at 216-
522-1400 with any information
pertaining to this incident.

Description:
Suspect 1, black male, 5’8 tall,
medium build, green shirt &
baggy pants.
Suspect 2, black male.

NIAGARA ON THE LAKE July13&14, 2007
A Motorcoach Trip To ‘SHAWFEST 2007'

) “Unigue Bed & Breakfast Trip"

5}?3 The Philanderer, by George Bernard Shaw
- Hofel Peccadillp, by George Feydeau

Gourmet Lunches - Wine Tours
Quaint Shops - Magnificent Gardens!

3620 West Valley Dr., Fairview Park 440-331-5459

Pam Gallagher Tours LLC

T
Festival of Eana_d__

071

stratf

Stratford Festival Of Canada august 21,22 & 23, 2007
A Motorcoach Trip To ‘Stratford Festival of Cg

“Unigue Bed & Breakfast Trip”

Merchant af Venice, by William Shakespeare

My One & Only, by George & Ira Gershwin

i e 2 Gourmet Dinners

Guided Tour of Shakespeare Gardens & Costume Warehouse
Art in the Park along the Avon River

3620 West Valley Dr., Fairview Park 440-331-5459

>

Pam Gallagher Tours, LLC
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Lakewood Public Library

Lakewood Public Library Seeks Lakewood
Photographers for New Galleries

by Kenneth Warren

Thenewdesign of Lakewood Public
Library by Robert A.M. Stern Archi-
tects connects through considerable
artistic grandeur and quality building
principles to Lakewood’s rich tradition
of civic buildings in the Classical archi-
tectural language. With a design effort
that evokes grand civic space in order
to place Lakewood Public Library at
the center of the community’s vision
for the development of intellect and
inspiration, Robert A.M. Stern Archi-
tects has identified several interior and
exterior locations where distinctive art
from national and local artists will be
exhibited.

“Photography, posters and other
art pertaining to the community could
be located along these passageways for
the enjoyment of patrons as they enter
and leave the library,” suggests Alex
Lamis, a partner with Robert A.M.
Stern Architects.

Lakewood is a distinctive com-
munity with a great architectural
legacy, rich twentieth century his-
tory, robust civic ecology and many
natural marvels. While acclaimed
muralist Richard Haas is currently
working on two murals for the Grand
Reading Room that will capture the
essence of Lakewood’s many facets, the
Lakewood Public Library Foundation
is encouraging Lakewood residents to
submit one to six photographic images
of Lakewood, the life, icons and times.

Members of the Art Selection
Committee have set their sights on
acquiring an inspiring array of pho-
tographic images from Lakewood’s
present and past.

“I'am hoping to capture more than
images from 2007. It would be great for
photographers to dig into their vaults
and discover treasures from decades
of Lakewood life,” says Nancy Seibert,
Vice President of the Board of Trustees
who serves on the Art Selection Com-
mittee with Dan Cuffaro Marcia Hall,
Phyllis Fannin, Tiffany Graham.

“The photography contest is an
innovative means of engaging residents

of all ages, backgrounds and talent in
celebrating Lakewood in the art galler-
ies of our new library,” says Lakewood
Public Library Foundation trustee
Mary Anne Crampton, who with Lucy
Sinagra is co-chair of the fundraising
effort.

At least 20 photographs will be
selected and receive an honorarium
of $200 each. Selected works will be
framed and hung in the community
gallery in the north and south entry
halls of the new Lakewood Public
Library.

Eligibility rules are as follows:
All ages are eligible to submit
photographs.
All artists must be residents
of Lakewood.
All photographs must be taken
by the artist.
All photographs need to be
taken in the city of Lakewood.
Photographs may be color or
black and white.
Actual prints must be pre-
sented in 12” x 18” format on quality
archival photographic paper (profes-

sionally printed).
Both vertical and horizontal
formats will be accepted.
Framed and matted work will
not be accepted.
Employees of the Lakewood
Public Library, LPL Board of Trustees
members, LPL Foundation members,
and LPL Art Selection Committee
members are not eligible to enter the
contest.
Entries may be submitted from
August 1, 2007 until November 1,
2007.

“Be The First To See The Best”
Library Gala Raises Money To Support Public Art

by Jennifer Raynor

The Lakewood Public Library
Foundation hosts the “Be the First to
See the Best” Gala at 7:00 p.m. on Sat-
urday, June 23 to celebrate the 40,000
square foot expansion (the first of two
phases) of the library. Gala guests have
the first opportunity to preview the library
designed by internationally renowned
architect Robert A. M. Stern. Funds raised
by the Gala will support public art both
inside and outside the library.

“Gala attendees will be among the
first to view this incredible new space,”
said Shannon Strachan, chairperson
of the Gala committee. “We’re expect-
ing hundreds of supporters to attend
the celebratory extravaganza, which
includes live music, a silent auction,
hors d’oeuvres and cocktails.”

Live music will feature the Ernie
Krivda Jazz Quartet and Lakewood’s
Grupo Brasil; Vive L'Four, an a capella
group from Lakewood High School,and
astring quartet. In addition, guests will
have the opportunity to participateina
silent auction and bid on items from a
host of residents, businesses and orga-
nizations from Lakewood and beyond.
Hors d’oeuvres will be presented by
Sammy’s Catering, which has provided
delectable delights in Northeast Ohio
for more than 25 years. Cocktails and

Library Events Calendar

Thursday, May 3

SCIENCE VS. MAGIC

A book discussion program for students in fourth through eighth grade

Explore new worlds in six amazing fantasy and science-fiction series. We’ll
read the first installment of each saga to determine whether aliens are smarter than
fairies, or whether genies are more powerful than Greek gods. Each title must be
read by its discussion date. To register, please stop in, call (216) 228-7428 or use the

form provided on the last page of this booklet. The Akhenaten Adventure by Philip
Kerr 7:30 P.M. - 8:30 P.M. in the Madison Branch

Saturday, May 12

WRITER’S WORKSHOP - NEW LOCATION - NEW TIME

Renew your creative energy and get positive feedback from fellow writers.
Whether you're a seasoned pro or just have a hankering to write, everyone is wel-
come to join this workshop. 3:00 P.M. in the Madison Branch Meeting Room

beverages will be provided by Lake-
wood’s legendary Rozi’s Wine, and gala
supporter Novo Coffee.

“The Gala not only presents the
opportunity to support public art at
our award-winning library, but to
recognize its contribution to Lake-
community by providing
life-long learning opportunities for all
Lakewood residents,” said Lynn Foran,
president of the Lakewood Public
Library Foundation.

wood’s

The library, which has received
the number one ranking among the
nation’s 530 libraries serving cities of
a similar size by Hennen’s American
Public Library Rating for three of the
past five years, is about to substantially
increase its services for Lakewood’s
adults and children, according to Ken-
neth Warren, executive director of
Lakewood Library.

“Funding of the improved library
facility by Lakewood residents clearly
showed they understand and value
our impact on the community,” said
Warren. “Were thrilled about this
opportunity to introduce our new
space to our community and patrons.”

Tickets for the Gala are $100 per
individual and sponsorships levels
range from $1,500-$5,000. Tickets
can be purchased at the library or by
visiting  www.bethefirsttoseethebest.

com. Gala invitations, designed by
Lakewood’s Rosenberg Advertising,
will be in the mail soon. Sponsors of
the gala include Fifth Third Bank,
First Federal of Lakewood, Library
Design Associates, Panzica Construc-
tion, Robert A.M. Stern, Rosenberg
Advertising, Tucker & Ellis, Brennan &
Associates, Infinity Construction, and
The McHugh Group.

Need A Computer Class?

by John Guscott

Need a Computer Class? Try
Lakewood Public Library’s On-line
Lessons by Justin Adkins With
the Lakewood Public Library about
to begin renovation of the existing
building, opportunities for computer
instruction are limited to on-line les-
sons. In case you didn’t know though,
all of our previous Computer Lessons
are available online! That’s right, in
case you couldn’t make it in time for
our last scheduled classes, or

if you’d been putting them off, you
can still access eleven class guides on
our Computer Instruction page!

If youre a World Wide Web
rookie, then check our Internet Basics
lesson. Already have your feet wet and
looking for the next step? Check out
Searching the Web for tips on search
engines like Google and more. Want to

stay in contact with friends and family?
Then Email Basics is for you. Did you
recently purchase a digital camera and
want to know a little more about your
options? Digital Cameras and Graph-
ics will help you learn to master your
new equipment.

The fun doesn’t just stop at our
online lessons. Check out some of the
best online resources we’ve gathered
together for you from all over the web!
If you need to brush up on your mouse
skills, then Mousercise is for you. Need
a little work on your typing skills? Do
you have proper Netiquette? Perhaps
you’d like to dive deeper in technology
terminology at Webopedia. These are
just a few free online resources avail-
able to you.

You can find our lessons online
@ www.lkwdpl.org/classes To find
the previously mentioned Online
Resources, scroll to the button of the
classes page and click the More Infor-
mation link. If you'd like to jump
straight to the Online Resources,
youll find them @ www.lkwdpl.org/
classes/resources.htm. All guides and

resources are absolutely free.

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Lakewood Food Security

Community Supported Agriculture:

Thursday Nights With Leaf Community

Do you value a healthy, locally sustainable food source?

If yes, it’s not too late to purchase a share bag through the

Lakewood Earth & Food Community’s CSA initiative.

Community Supported Agricul-
ture (CSA) is an alternative model of
food production and distribution that
promotes health and the local econ-
omy while reducing our dependence
on fossil fuels and factory farms. This
is accomplished by connecting local
farmers and their local customers
though a direct relationship. Partici-
pants pay the farmer directly, either
through installments during the sea-
son or in lump sum in advance of the
season. The LEAF Community is work-
ing with Covered Bridges Gardens and
City Fresh to bring Community Sup-
ported Agriculture to Lakewood every
Thursday evening beginning July 12 and
running through October 25 (weather
permitting). Don’t worry, you still time
to join. The registration deadline for
Covered Bridges Gardens is May 15th.

City Fresh allows for flexible par-
ticipation. You can participate at your
pleasure throughout the season, or pay
for the whole season upfront. However,
in order to reduce the administrative
burden for the LEAF Community vol-
unteers who will be preparing your
weekly share bag, we ask that you seri-

ously consider prepaying for the full
summer share if you are choosing the
City Fresh program. Each week dur-
ing the program you will receive a bag
of freshly picked vegetables, often still
warm from the sun of the field. The
bags will be delivered to the LEAF
Community drop point for collec-
tion on Thursday evenings. The exact
time and location have yet to be deter-
mined. Several locations are in the
running, with pick-up times ranging
between 4 and 8pm. One location will
be selected by mid-June. As a partici-
pant in the LEAF Community’s CSA
initiative you will have the option of
purchasing your share bag either from
Covered Bridges Gardens in Ashtabula,
or through the City Fresh program in
Cleveland. Share bags from both Cov-
ered Bridges Gardens and City Fresh
will be available for pickup at the same
place and time, each Thursday evening
in Lakewood throughout the growing
season. Registrants will be informed
of the exact pick-up time and loca-
tion by mid-June. Registration forms
and payments must be submitted by
May 15th.

Covered Bridges Gardens is a 4th
generation family farm in Jefferson,
Ohio. Mick, Kay and Steve Prochko
are entering their 5th season of vend-
ing through local farmer markets and
CSA programs. The Prochko’s work
with Mike and Diane Hiener of Peters
Creek Farm to provide their CSA cus-
tomers with a plush variety of produce
throughout the growing
While Covered Bridges is a small
scale conventional farm, they strive
to avoid the use of pest control chem-
icals. At Covered Bridges Gardens,
pest control chemicals are used only

season.

as a last resort, to save a crop that
would otherwise perish. The LEAF
Community will be working closely
with Covered Bridges Gardens to
keep members informed as to what, if
any specific crops have been sprayed
throughout the season.

Covered Bridges Gardens is also
a supplier to the City Fresh program.
City Fresh is a program administered
by the New Agrarian Center of Ober-
lin, Ohio.
was started with a grant from the
USDA to target and serve inner-city
neighborhoods that are underserved
by conventional grocery outlets. City
Fresh pulls together produce from
gardens and farms in and around the

The City Fresh program

cities of Cleveland and Lorain for their
share bag program. Through the gen-

erous support of governmental and
foundation grant monies, City Fresh
is able to offer both free and subsi-
dized share bags to individuals who
qualify based on their gross income.
This program is dedicated to the rede-
velopment of inner-city communities
through reconnecting impoverished,
underserved citizens with fresh, locally
grown food. City Fresh operates a
youth outreach program which recon-
nects inner-city youth with healthy
food though hard, rewarding working
in the garden and community. City
Fresh produce is distributed at Fresh
Stops in and around the cities of Cleve-
land and Lorain. This year, Lakewood
will host it very first Fresh Stop though
the LEAF Community’s CSA initiative
each Thursday evening throughout the
season.

For pricing, registration forms
or more information email info@
leafcommunity.org or contact Dan
@ 216.227.8394. You can also check
us out on the web www.leafcommu-
nity.org

Mission: The Lakewood Food
and Earth Community is dedicated
to development of a more sustainable,
healthful and economically viable
community through actions producing
broad access to the purchasing, grow-

ing and trading of fresh, local foods
and culture.

.
A

Phoenix Roasted Coffees
Big Microbrews Selection

13321 Madison Ave 216-221-4479
Mon-Thurs 10am-10pm ¢ Fri- Sat 10am - 12am * Closed Sundays

Same Family Ownership Since 1868
Large Enough to Serve
Small Enough to Care

Sorry For The Inconvenience
While sewer work on detroit is being done,

we have arrangements made to serve our
families from either a Lakewood home or

various facilities In surrounding communities.
John C. Brinkman

Brinkman -Dress
Jfuneral Home
13443 Detroit Avenue ¢ Lakewood, Ohio ¢ 21 6-226-5700

SEE NORWAY & FINLAND september 7 - 20, 2007
A Voyage to the ‘Top of the World’

The South bound voyage of M/S Finnmarken, one of the Millennium Ships of the
Norwegian Coastal Voyage, will introduce you to the splendor of the Norwegian Fjords

and countryside. Magnificent fjords, unique fishing villages, charming towns and a = -
visit to the North Cape. Visit Bergen and Oslo with our ‘Norway in a Nutshell’ m\;\g\g\c
adventure. Helsinki, the ‘Daughter of the Balkans’ and a pre-trip visit to St. Petersburg -
‘Venice of the North’, will show traditional glamour, history and excitement of the Balkan Areas.

Pam Gallagher Tours, LLC
3620 West Valley Dr., Fairview Park 440-331-5459

KIWANIS PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Sunday May 6, 2007
8AM-1PM

All You Can Eat, Includes:
Pancakes - Regular Or Blueberry
French Toast

Sausage
Syrup & Butter
Orange Juice & Beverages

Tickets: $6.00 (children under 6 free)

100% Benefiting Lakewood Kiwanis Community Projects
Tickets available from any Lakewood Kiwanian, Hylander Restaurant or at the door

The Lakewood Masonic Temple
15300 Detroit Avenue, Lakewood, OH 44107

Voted Best Wene Stop T Pleveland
Plain Dealer | Free Times | Scene

We are proud to live and work in Lakewood
o/ for over 60 years.

Rozi's Wine & Liquor House, Inc.
14900 Detroit Avenue - 216-221-1119

We Deliver * www.rozis.com

M

T

***NOW YOU CAN***

Rent A Husband

HANDY SERVICE

+ Painting

= Gutter Cleaning (most homes $60-$65
= Drywall, Plastering & Repair

* Minor Electrical/Plumbing

= Carpentry/Lattice Work

* Chimney Caps/ Roof Repair

* Home Pressure Washing

* Tree Service/Pigeon Problems

* Driveway Sealed

* Deck Cleaning

= Broken Windows/Sash Cords

= Vinyl Replacement Windows

= Porch Repair / Steps / Hand Rails
= Bathroom / Kitchen Remodeling
= Tub Surrounds

= \inyl Siding

And all those jobs and repairs that you never had
the time or talent to do yourself!

(Building code violation correctons)

ca: Rich Toth at 440-777-8353

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com



May 1, 2007

The Lakewood Observer

Page 7

Lakewood Schools

Vote “Yes” On Issue 4
continued from page 1...

And while each of the aforemen-
tioned reasons justify the passage of
Issue 4, it is the new, more efficient
school configuration that will have
the most significant positive impact
on teaching and learning. Issue 4 helps
keep front and center the community
plan to improve our school district
through fewer, newer facilities. Notable
impacts on teaching and learning will
be demonstrated through:

1) School Populations — School
population imbalances at both the
school and grade levels have made
it challenging to provide consistent
programming from school to school.
Split classes (two grade levels blended
together) have often resulted, while some
class offerings had to be limited due to
insufficient numbers of eligible students.

Getting school and grade level
populations into balance will ensure a
greater consistency of program offer-
ings and a more efficient utilization
of teaching resources. All students, no
matter which school they attend, will

have an equal opportunity to develop
their education.

2) Teaching Tools and Technology
— Teaching approaches and tools have
changed dramatically over time. New
technologies have greatly enhanced
this rate of change. New schools will
be outfitted with the latest technology
and will be physically configured in a
way that allows teachers to promote the
best teaching approaches for the overall
class, as well as the individual student.
This is vitally important, especially as
we become more diverse as a commu-
nity and, for example, the number of
children who use English as a second
language grows. While Lakewood is
blessed to have a highly talented and
committed corps of teachers, we must
provide them and our students the
tools and technology necessary for suc-
cess in our changing world.

3) Classroom Environment — The
infrastructure of our old buildings is
growing more inefficient and obsolete.
Unfortunately, outdated heating, venti-
lation, lighting, and electrical systems,
the lack of central air conditioning, and
the inflexible physical configuration of

classrooms have been roadblocks in the
learning process.

New buildings with updated heat-
ing, ventilation, and security systems
will provide more ideal temperature,
air, and lighting quality, which will
be matched with an enhanced physi-
cal design of the space. Together, these
changes will augment learning capacity
and increase student safety. Classrooms
will be better aligned by grade level and
age group and access for our physically
and mentally handicapped children
will be greatly improved. All of our
children will have a better chance of
retaining the lessons taught and thus
be better able to carry the basic learn-
ing requirements forward.

4) Cost efficiency — Our older
buildings,
Lakewood well over more than eight
decades, require significant main-
tenance and are a sizeable drain on
operational costs. As we all know, ten
efficient buildings are preferable to
fourteen highly inefficient buildings
at any time, in any place. Likewise,
as staffing reductions occur through
attrition in the transition to the new

while having served

ten-school configuration, additional
operational savings will be achieved.

Over time, the educational process
only improves when you can choose to
buy another ream of paper and a set of
crayons for a creative student rather than
using the money to patch an old boiler.
Future dollars invested into education
by our community will go more directly
to the education of a child rather than to
other backstage or support areas.

It is time to reaffirm our com-
munity plan to improve teaching and
learning in our community through
fewer, better facilities. The Phase I effort
is nearly complete and is on-time and
on-budget. With the passage of Issue 4,
this efficiency will be carried through
to the next wave of improvements. The
cost for Phase II is minimal, at only
$1.02 per month per $100,000 of home
valuation.Through Phase II, an even
larger percentage of our student pop-
ulation will come to benefit from the
improved learning environment. The
community momentum we enjoy will
continue and our bright future will be
better secured.

Vote “Yes” on Issue 4 on May 8th!

SERVICING
EAST & WEST

FEDERAL PACIFIC
BOXES MUST
BE REMOVED

Fuse Box Troubles?

We Install New Breaker Boxes!

OLD FUSE BOX? Call Mike...

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Mike Azzarello Brings You 15 Years
Experience From The llluminating Co.

DEPENDABLE ELECTR)(

440-845-8661

S 50 oFF
ON A NEW
BREAKER BOX

Meter Service Troubles?

We Upgrade Meter Services!

LICENSED « BONDED  INSURED

Service Upgrades ¢ 220 Lines ¢ Violations Corrected e GFCI’s Installed

e Free Inspection -
e Free Estimates

VISA

, 10%

OFF

with coupon. Cannot be combined with other offers. Expires 5/14/07 l

IFederated ¢,

“ooﬁ‘[\,,\l

AUTO PARTS
UNLIMITED

v (216)226-4337 |
_14243Madi_son _AveLue; Le&ewgod N |

Detroit Lakewood Automotive )

Bring This Coupon in for a |

& BRAKE INSPECGTION

With A Lube, 0il & Filter expies si31/07 l

I
: FREE TIRE ROTATION |
I
I

12511 Detroit Ave., Lakewood (216)521-0343 |
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Lakewood Community

On The Street Where

by Julie Wang Warren

It is not necessarily a phenom-
enon in Lakewood to have people
stay close to home. Folks choose to be
near family or stay within the familiar
neighborhood where they themselves
once played. Two years ago, we relo-
cated within Lakewood and ended up
being significantly closer to where my
mother grew up on Ethel Avenue. My
mother’s family left Lakewood when
she was only fifteen years old so that
her father could fulfill a lifelong dream
of becoming a “gentleman farmer out
in the country”-Westlake. To me,
that’s where my roots were. Mom and
Dad raised five kids, four boys and a
girl, held down jobs, and participated
in PTA, music boosters, and their local
church.

Mom was an only child so there
was not a lot of banter about child-
hood memories like my father and his
sisters had. We had many visits with
aunts, uncles, and cousins on my dad’s
side and the stories of their family life
and small town became familiar lore.
Because Mom’s mom died before I was
born, she was never able to enlighten
me about my mother’s early years.

Over the years of traveling into
Lakewood for sticky buns at Miller’s,
ice cream at Malley’s and classes at
Beck Center, Mom would sometimes
say, “Oh so-and-so used to live there”
as we would pass residences or “I used
to walk this way to school”. In my nar-
cissistic teenage years, I rarely digested
what she was referring to.

Years went by and much to my
parents’ dismay; I grew up. I went to
college, made mistakes, had some suc-
cesses, and in the mid-90’s, my father
passed away far sooner than any of us
were ready. Admittedly, I was a Daddy’s
Girl. This factor definitely contributed
to my ability to really listen to my
father’s stories, but my mother’s stories
were typically taken for granted.

Mylifemoved on.Igot married and
settled down. What place better for a
first-time homebuyer than Lakewood?
Soon, my husband and I found our-
selves charmed by this inner-ring town.
We found little parks tucked away. We
found restaurants with delicious foods.

VASE TO VASE

the flower store
For Special Occassions Or No Occassian
Feese Iy Your Fresh Flower Souwrc

lVase T

Welcome To Our Newest Location!
1390 Bonneview Avenue Lakewood, Ohio

www.vasetovase.com vase2vase@aol.com
phone: 216.221.7250 fax: 216.221.7270

You Live

E

|
|
’.

|
f
|
(

AfA at LiNCehN SIN0oL

Class on the steps of Lincoln School Mom (Gretchen) in front row, second from the
right Photo #2 Classroom at Lincoln School Mom is 2nd row from the left, second seat

back

We found a business opportunity. We
found friends and I found a part of my
roots I had never known.

Before I could truly appreciate
these discoveries, two things hap-
pened: Mom had her 70th birthday and
I read the book, The Red Tent. At the
time of her birthday, I really wanted to
do something special and I attempted
writing a corny poem outlining sig-
nificant points in her life. I began
interviewing my four older brothers

Mother's Day is May 15th Il

Select An Enchanting Gift
She'll Treasure Forever At

Lacen
Paraphernalia

Nostalgic Decor Emporium
& Gift Parlour

TUES, WED, FRI, SAT 10-5:30,
THURS i12-58

16008 Detroit Ave. Lakewood
2i6-228-LACE

and came to discover that their knowl-
edge of my mother’s personal life and
childhood stories was even more lim-
ited than mine. How could we not
know more about her—just HER, not
just about life with Dad?

The Red Tent is a novel about
Dinabh, the only daughter of Jacob (you
know the guy who had Joseph with the
colorful coat and all those sons). The
author, Anita Diamant, creates a story,
which helps to fill in the blanks about
this woman because as with so many
Biblical accounts, the stories that were
passed down were about the men. In
the prologue, Dinah addresses you as if
she has welcomed you to her story. She
relates that, “my mothers were proud
to give my father so many sons. Sons
were a woman’s pride and her measure.
But the birth of one boy after another
was not an unalloyed source of joy in
the women’s tents. My father boasted
about his noisy tribe, and the women
loved my brothers, but they longed for
daughters too... Daughters eased their
mother’s burdens—helping with the
spinning, the grinding of grain and
the endless task of looking after baby
boys, who were forever peeing in the
corner of the tents, no matter what you
told them. But the other reason women

wanted daughters was to keep their
memories alive.”

To say that this struck home was
an understatement.

After we relocated, my mother
was thrilled to learn that our daughter
would attend kindergarten at Lincoln
School where she had gone so many
years ago. I found that Mom kept a
scrapbook with pictures of herself
and fellow classmates standing on
the very steps my first-born would
ascend on her first day of school. I
poured over the scrapbooks and I
listened. I read through her auto-
graph book containing the names of
beloved teachers and friends at Lin-
coln. I showed off her Horace Mann
Hall Monitor pin!

At this point, I decided to take
action. I am the daughter. I am the
keeper of her memories. We set out on
a Saturday afternoon with video cam-
era in hand and we stood on the front
steps or in the yard of every house she
ever lived in during her childhood. I
interviewed her and she spun stories of
birthday parties, pets, family coming
to visit, and boyfriends.

The home on Ethel Ave. was the
end of our “This-Is-Your-Life” tour.
The couple who lived there had agreed
to let Mom and me inside to extend
the trip down memory lane. Armed
with photos of the Ethel house circa
1940’s we were able to see, compare,
and videotape the addition that my
grandfather built on the back of the
house and the place where a favorite
old tree once grew. She walked into
her old bedroom for the first time in
over 50 years. It was smaller than she
remembered. She descended into the
basement where she regaled us with
stories about the air raid drills during
WWII and how the basement windows
had to be painted black. I learned my
grandfather was the air raid captain
on their street and patrolled Ethel Ave.
with a hardhat and shovel.

My favorite part and the culmina-
tion of events of such a happy day was
to discover that somewhere beneath
layers of kitchen floor renovations was
the initial “R” for her maiden name,
Rothfuss. My grandparents had laid
their monogram in the linoleum. Rob
and Ruth, the couple who now reside in
the house were amazed at this tale. We
all laughed more when they revealed
they had purchased the home from
another family named Reilly.

I'm sure that becoming a mother of
two daughters of my own has contrib-
uted dramatically to my connection
with my mother. I like to think that
our living where she spent the begin-
ning years of her life jump-started our
communication. In hindsight, I wish
that I would have listened more but
I am so grateful that she is here now
to tell me her story. As Dinah says in
the prologue, “I wish I had more to
tell of my grandmothers. It is terrible
how much has been forgotten, which
is why, I suppose, remembering seems
a holy thing.”

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Don’t Miss The 2007 Hair Of The Dog Happy Hour & Silent Auction

by Catherine Butler ¢ Mike Deneen

Charlie is just one of the former
Lakewood Animal Shelter residents
inviting you to attend the “Hair of the
Dog” Happy Hour

It’s that time of the year again!
Kick off your Memorial Day weekend
early by attending the third annual
“Hair of the Dog” Happy Hour and
Silent Auction on Thursday, May 24 at
Swingos on the Lake from 5:30 to 8:30
p.m. This event raises funds for the
Citizens Committee for a Lakewood
Animal Shelter (CCLAS), the local
nonprofit organization that supports the
Lakewood Animal Shelter via fundrais-

ing and volunteering. Since its opening
in 1985, the shelter has helped thousands
of Lakewood pets find loving homes.

Tickets are $40 per individual
ticket or $35 each for two or more
tickets. To RSVP, call Catherine Butler
at (216) 225-4346. A limited number of
tickets will also be available at the door.
Tickets include drinks and appetizers
from one of greater Cleveland’s most
popular and award-winning restaurants.

The event will feature a live musi-
cal performance by highly regarded
local artist Kristine Jackson. Her blend
of blues, country and soul has been
popular with fans and critics alike for
years. To learn more about Kristine or
to download samples of her music, visit
her website www.kjblues.com

Asin past years, the event will feature
an outstanding Silent Auction, featuring a
wide range of outstanding items. Among
the items at this year’s event are:
*Prime seats to Opening Night of “The
Lion King” at Playhouse Square
*Two tickets in the Cleveland Browns

Boy Scouts Conduct Mock Trial

by Steve Ott

On April 4, 2007, a jury in Judge
Patrick Carroll’s courtroom returned
an interesting verdict. The jury found
in favor of a youth who downloaded
music from the internet. The jury found
against the creator of the music who
claimed a copyright violation because
of the download. The thirteen-member
jury deliberated for over ten minutes,
discussing the testimony from the vari-
ous witnesses as well as the instructions
of law from Judge Carroll. Based on
interviews with jury members after the
trial, they agreed with the Defendant
and believed that since the Plaintiff did
not encrypt his music and allowed the
music to be placed on a free website, he
thus lost his copyright protections.

The Plaintiff and the Defendant in
this case were represented by members
of Boy Scout Troops 176 and 515. The
thirteen-member jury was comprised
of their peers - also Boy Scouts from
Troop 176 and 515. In fact, the Defen-
dant and Plaintiff were from Troop
176 and 515. Judge Carroll participated
with these two troops in a mock trial
conducted by the Boy Scouts to earn
the law merit badge.

In order to obtain the merit badge
the scouts learned about two famous
trials in history, Brown v. Board of

Education of Topeka and United States
v. Shepherd. They also met with a
police officer who discussed with them
his role in our society. The scouts dis-
cussed different laws and how they
impact the society in general. However,
the highlight of the merit badge is the
mock trial.

The trial concerned a current
issue faced by all the Scouts. That is,
whether they are allowed to download
music from the internet from free ser-
vices, such as Limewire. The scouts
learned about copyright laws, about
fair use and about how a civil trial sys-
tem works in general. There were three
lawyers representing the Plaintiff and
two lawyers representing the Defen-
dant. The Plaintiff and the Defendant
were each scouts who testified under
questioning from their attorneys. After
the jury returned its verdict, the Judge
spent a considerable amount of time
discussing with the scouts the role the
municipal court plays in society. Judge
Carroll reviewed the criminal side of
the law as seen by the judge. He also
discussed his role as a neutral in decid-
ing cases beforehand.

The scouts went home with first-
hand experience of how the civil justice
system works. Paula Puchajda is the
Scoutmaster of Troop 176 and Jim Frye
is the Scoutmaster of Troop 515.

The Ohio Boychoir Offer Repeat Performance
This Coming Friday, May 4th

The Ohio Boychoir presented a
concert in Lakewood at the Church of
the Ascension on Sunday, April 29th.
The concert featured the glorious works
of Johann Sebastian Bach and Anto-
nio Vivaldi, as well as the more recent
sounds of Bernstein and a surprising
choral work by Hoagy Carmichael.

This program will be repeated
at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, May 4th at St.
Christopher’s Church, 20141 Detroit
Road, in Rocky River.

There is no admission, but a freewill
offering will be received. For more infor-
mation regarding this event, contact
Thomas Shellhammer at 216-226-6974

“Dawg Pound” for the Seahawks game

*A variety of outstanding artwork from

Lakewood artists

*Two tickets to the Ohio State/Northwest-

ern football game in Columbus

*Great pet packages from area busi-

nesses

*Spa and Salon gift packages

*Numerous items and gift certificates

from Lakewood businesses

*A wide variety of event and sports

tickets

*And of course, a selection of Lakewood

Observer items, including the highly

coveted “Chef Geoff” apron
Donations are tax-deductible and

are still being accepted for the Silent
Auction. All donors will be recognized
at the event. If you would like to con-
tribute an item, contact Mike Deneen at
mdeneen@cox.net or at 216-226-5536.
This event is CCLAS’s primary
fundraiser for the entire year, so please
come out and bring your family and
friends to kick off the Memorial Day
weekend in style and support Lake-
wood’s homeless and abandoned pets.

If you have any questions about the
event, contact Catherine Butler at 216-
225-4346. To learn more about CCLAS
and its programs, visit their website
www.cclas.or

Barton Center To Hold Wine
& Cheese Fundraiser

The Barton Community Center
will hold a Wine and Cheese fund-
raiser on Thursday, May 24 from
5:00-7:30 p.m. The event is entitled
“In Bloom”, as it will be held at Barton
Center’s beautifully landscaped out-
door Courtyard and Flower Garden,
and the adjacent indoor Rotunda and
Greenhouse. Entertainment will be
provided by Lakewood High School’s
Four Seasons String Quartet. The event
will also include a silent auction and a
top-hat raffle.

Tickets are only $25 per person,
$10 is tax deductible. Tickets can
be reserved by calling Barton Cen-
ter at 216-221-3400, or by mailing a
check to Barton Community Center

at 14300 Detroit Avenue, Lakewood,
OH 44107. Ample parking is avail-
able at the adjacent Congressman
Kucinich office parking lot and across
Detroit Avenue at the Lakewood Bap-
tist Church.

Proceeds will be used to fund
the many activities and classes Bar-
ton Center offers, including providing
instructors for computer and exercise
classes.

To find our more about Ohio’s first
senior center or to volunteer, call the
Barton Center office at 216-221-3400.
Barton Community Center is located
on the Ground Floor of the Westerly
Apartments at 14300 Detroit Ave. and
is open M-F 9am-3pm.

May Is Huntington’s Awareness Month

The Huntington’s Disease Society of
America, Northeast Ohio Chapter, will
hold its Annual Open Medical Forum
and Meeting on Saturday, May 12, 2007.
The event begins with a reception and
luncheon at 11:30 a.m., followed by the
program at 12:30 p.m. at the Holiday
Inn Hotel and Conference Center, 6001
Rockside Road, Independence, OH.

The speaker for this forum is
Melany Danehy, M.D., and her topic
will be ‘Psychiatric Care in Hunting-
ton’s Disease”. Dr. Danehy is Assistant
Professor of Psychiatry and Neurol-
ogy at Rush University in Chicago and
serves as the psychiatrist for the Hun-
tington’s Disease Center of Excellence
at Rush. Dr. Danehy specializes in
medications. She spoke at the 2006 HD
National Convention about psychiatric
medications and when an HD patient
should see the psychiatrist and why. In
addition, Dr. Danehy sees Parkinson’s
Disease, ataxia, and many other types

of movement disorder patients in her
clinic at Rush University for medica-
tion management.

Dr. Danehy also maintains a pri-
vate psychiatric practice in the western
suburbs of Chicago, where she see
general psychiatric patients without
movement disorders. This includes
functioning as a hospital psychiatrist
at Elmhurst Memorial Hospital and at
the Elmhurst Partial Hospital.

The program is free and open
to the public. All Huntington’s Dis-
ease patients, their family members,
caregivers and medical personnel are
encouraged to attend.

Reservations can be made by
contacting the Chapter office at 440-
423-4372, or in Lakewood by calling
216-226-6633. The Huntington’s Dis-
ease Society of America (HDSA) funds
research provides HD family services as
well as educates professionals and the
general public about this brain disorder.

COIN WASH LAUNDRY

The Cleanest Laundry in Town!

9 amto 9 pm

16212 Madison Ave. * Lakewood (in the Northland Plaza)

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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LHS Rangers vs Cleveland Heights Tigers

photo by Ivor Karabatkovic

The Rangers finally won their first game on the road, beating the Cleveland Heights Tigers 12-1. Senior Adam Hrdlicka pitched a complete game, and everyone pro-

vided some offense. Senior Taylor Kraus had three doubles, and senior Tim LaBar scored two runs. The defense wasn’t a let down today, even though the ball took plenty
of funny hops on the Tigers Field. The Rangers are now 12-2

Lakewood Jazzercise Offers A Free Week Of Classes In May
For National Fitness Month

In honor of National Physical
Fitness and Sports Month, Lakewood/
Rocky River Jazzercise
Karen Killbane is offering all new cus-
tomers a free trial week anytime from
May 1 -15.National Physical Fitness
and Sports Month, sponsored by the
President’s Council on Physical Fit-
ness and Sports, is an observance held
every May. It is designed to make the

instructor

public aware of the benefits of a lifelong
program of regular moderate physical
activity as prescribed by the Surgeon
General’s Report on Physical Activity
and Health.

Engaging in a moderate amount
of physical activity, such as taking a
brisk, 30-minute walk on most days of
the week, is recommended to prevent
the onset of health problems. “Jazzer-

RELAY
FOR LIFE

American

5th Annual Relay For Life
St. Edward High School Stadium

A Festival of FUN, FOOD,
FESTIVITIES, & FUNDRAISING!

All money raised benefits the American Cancer Society!

BRING YOUR FRIENDS, FAMILY &
ANY CANCER SURVIVORS YOU KNOW!

Cancer Survivor Reception: Friday 5:00pm
Opening Ceremony & Survivor's First Lap: Friday 6:00pm
Luminary Lighting Ceremony: Dusk

This event is FREE and OPEN to the PUBLIC!

May 18-19, 2007

Lakewood, OH 44107

Candy Bouquet

Candy Bowguets
Gowmet Chooolates
Specialty Gifts

Your mom is special and sweet!
So give her a worthy treat!
Make it a Candy Bouguet!

17100 Detroit Ave 216-226-3910

Visit us online at www.4215.candybougquet.com
Visif i Candy Bouguet Franciise npaves] yoo.

NOW
OPEN '

|
I
I FOR THE SEASON! |
|
I
I

coupon Goop For one |
Free Ice Cream Or Gelato I

| cup 0r cone with purchase
nf same. Offer expires 5-31-07]

' 216-221 -4444 |

I 14877 Detroit Rd., Marc’s I’Ia:a

cise offers a fun and effective workout
including a warm-up, aerobic muscle-
toning and cool-down segments that
nurture a great mind-body connec-
tion,” says Kilbane. “We are excited
about celebrating fitness and health
by offering a free trial week May 1-
15 as well as an exciting registration
offer of $20 for the first month of
classes.”

About JazzerciseJudi Sheppard
Missett, who turned her love of jazz
dance into a worldwide dance exercise
phenomenon, founded the Jazzercise
dance fitness program in 1969. She has
advanced the business opportunities of
women and men in the fitness industry
by growing her program into an inter-
national franchise business that today,

hosts a network of 6,800 instructors
teaching more than 30,000 classes
weekly in 30 countries. The work-
out program, which offers a fusion of
jazz dance, resistance training, Pilates,
yoga, and kickboxing movements, has
positively affected millions of people
worldwide. Benefits include increased
cardiovascular endurance, strength,
and flexibility, as well as an overall
“feel good” factor.

Karen’s classes are held at Lincoln
School in Lakewood as well as the Well-
ness Center of Fairview Hospital at 3035
Wooster Rd. in Rocky River. Registra-
tion is continuous and classes are held
7 days a week. For more information
on Jazzercise contact Karen at 440-356-
0337 or kkjazrcize@yahoo.com.

Juk. Asian MWartial Auts Center 2=

@ Adulits ©
Kung Fu e Kali e Kickboxing e Tai Chi ¢ Gi Gong ¢ Yoga
@ Kids Kung Fu ©
Kids Learn Kung Fu In A Fun Supportive Environment
Self Defense e Physical Skills ¢ Mental Focus  Self Confidence

18522 Detroit Ave. Lakewood OH 44107 phone: (216)410-7475

May is National Fitness Month
Try A Free Week May 1- 15*

cardio

Karen Kilbane
440.356.0337

kkjazreize@yahoo.com

strangth

@

]ﬂZIEI’IIISE

T

wtraich

*NEW CUSTOMERS OR THOSE NOT
ATTENDING SINCE 10-1-2007
OFFER EXPIRES 5-15-07
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Issue 4 medns

Better schools for our children...

Let’s keep the progress
going, for just $1 a month*

We’re building the first four
schools, on time and on budget

..and a stronger
L akewood for dll of us!

Now it’s time for Issue 4!
Issue 4 builds on Lakewood’s momentum, improves

education and strengthens our community.

“\

'

* Renovate the western
half of Lakewood High
School, including new
classrooms, science labs
and vocational facilities

= Convert and completely
renovate Horace Mann
and Emerson into
state-of-the-art
elementary buildings with
up-to-date classrooms and
enhanced access and

y

With Issve 4 we will

VOTE

. lmperme security, heating
ventilation, and lighting to
make our schools safer
and healthier for
Lakewood's children.

* Continue the progress
towards fair and equal
access to quality
neighborhood
schools throughout the
community.

learning facilities for
handicapped persons.

Issue 4 is a real value for Lakewood...
Just $! more per month for three schools*!

b
oy

Paid for by Citizens For Lakewood's Children, Ken Haber, Treasurer, 17897 Lake Road, Lakey

On Tuesday, May 8 Vote FOR Issue 4

od, OH 44107

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Secret Shopper

Coin Wash Laundry

Okay shoppers, you may be
scratching your head at my choice for
Secret Shopper this issue, but I have my
reasons. Gone are the days for me of
doinglaundry atalaundromat. Having
our own washer and dryer at the house
means that I have not had to visit one
in several years. That is, until this past
month, when a stomach bug was going
around town.
into bed with me, not feeling so well,
and before I could get the bucket, well I
won’t go into details.

My daughter crawled

After taking care of her I rolled up
my new king sized comforter, rinsed it
out, and went back to bed wondering
how I would ever clean it. While I was
talking to my friend Kathy Curran she
mentioned that her son opened a laun-
domat, Coin Wash Laundry, 16212
Madison Ave. (Northland Plaza)
and that I could drop my comforter
off to have it cleaned. Kathy is the
owner of Goddess Blessed on Mad-
ison and her son, Dan Sinatra, a
Lakewood native, proudly opened
his business with his girlfriend, Jen-

Justine Cooper

==

LAuﬁnnv \hd W =
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nifer Giancaterino, right up the road

from his mom.

I dropped off my comforter at
her son’s new laundromat and learned
that it opened September 2006. I was
surprised how clean and new it was.
Before Dan and Jennifer opened
Coin Wash Laundry they totally
revamped the old
and put in all new energy efficient
machines, including a sixty pound
washer that handles up to five loads
at once.

laundromat,

Owner Dan greeted me and
cheerfully accepted my comforter to

clean. Next to it was a comforter

that had been a target for someone’s
canine accident.
things that are just worth the money,

There are some

and having someone else clean the
target of a stomach upset is one of
them for me. For fifteen dollars, it
was the bargain of the month.

What makes this laundry stand
out is that they have Wi-fi available for
customers to work while their laun-
dry spins, offers hot coffee, and has
café style seating. It is also an asset to
be situated in a shopping plaza with a
well-lit and safe parking lot. Their ser-
vices include laundry by the pound

which means they will wash, dry and
fold your laundry. While this may not
be an option for many, I thought it
could be a great gift certificate to give
to a new mother or a sick friend or rela-
tive. When I asked Dan what motivated
him to open his business, he replied “I
just love Lakewood and want to provide
something nice for the community”.

I know this subject isn’t as exciting
as antiques and art, but I still believe it
is well worth mentioning, in case one
of life’s little unplanned emergencies
hits, or if you need a nice place to do
laundry. Those emergencies usually hit
right after you buy a brand new com-
forter. Laundry may not top the list of
our favorite things to do, but we might
as well pick a place that is clean, safe,
friendly, and owned by a Lakewood
resident. I hope that all your accidents
end up in a bucket or far away outside,
but if they don’t, keep this site on your
list. It may be the first time you actually
enjoy doing laundry.

Coin Wash Laundry, 16212 Mad-
ison Ave., Hours 9AM to 9 PM.

ObbEos

FODDEoS

"BLESSED
DA

A holistic & metaphysical playground

metaphysical books ¢ goddess jewelry
statues & candles ¢ magical herbs

essential oils ¢ witchy wear™
clothing ¢ workshops, drum circles &

concerts ¢ gift certificates available
¢ gift registry available

* Mai Tanski ~ certified herbalist

* Paul ~tarot reader,
every Wednesday, 4 — 7 p.m.

* Rebecca ~ reiki practitioner,
every Thursday, 2 - 7 p.m.

(216)221-8755
15729 Madison Avenue

Lakewood, Ohio 44107
Tuesday - Saturday, 11a.m. to 7p.m.

SC]CI”ECJ lwcnur

massage and yogao

o
‘-:I__--
e,

214.228.9750
15217 - 15219 Modison Avenue
Lokewood, Ohio 44107

|Revz&tn'mm Salon e’ S§a|

Mother's Day Specials
Gift Certificates Available For:

Complimentary Paraffin Dip
with a purchase of Mankcure 517,00 each or
two for $34.00. Save 53 each

Manicure & Aromatherapy Pedicure
$45.00 sach or two for $90.00. Save $5.00 each

Aveda Renewal Facial
$25.00 each or wo for $50.00. Save $2.00 each

One hour massage
£45.00 each or tewo for $50.00. Save S5.00 each

Caribbean Therapy Body Wrap
50,00 or hwo for $100.00, Save 515,00 each

Body Buff and Bronze
$50.00 or bero for $100.00. Save 515.00 each

15516 Detroit Avenue
Lakewood, Ohio 44107
www.revelationshairsalon.com

216-228-2966

ﬂ?%@wCl

[ RESALE SHOPPE ]
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Lakewood’s Newest Upscale Resale Shop!
Designer Clothing for Men & Women
Handbags & Shoes
Vintage, Costume, & Fine Jewelry
Home Decor & Furniture
Framed Artwork
Antiques & Estate Collectibles
Hand-beaded & Jeweled Easter Crosses

15649 Madison Ave - Lakewood
(corner of Madison & Morrison)

216.712.6977

www. ClassActResale.com

Tues., Wed., Fri. & Sat. - 10-6pm; Thurs. - Noon-8pm

Book Early
For Winter getaways...
Don’t be left in the cold!

Iil BONUS

BOOKING COUPON
$500° OFF
Not valid with any other offers. Some restrictions
apply. Present coupon when booking.
One coupon per customer,

Lakewood Phoenix Coffee

Fine Tea
Selection

Artisan
Roasted Beans

Ask about our
American Express
Vacations Packaged
Specials

Mexican Cocoa

Vacations Gift Certificates Available!

14724 Detroit Avenue, Lakewood
(216)521-7733 (BO0)B35-9233

www. landfaltravel.com travel@landfalltravel.com
Open Mon-Fri 9am-7pm & Weekends By Appointment

Fresh Brewed Chai

15108 Detroit Ave. Lakewood, OH 44107 216-226-4401

COME OVER AND SEE OUR NEW DESIGNS

Let us give you a careful haircut.
Headbands or hairclips can
help control fly-away hair.

(we do hair wraps for adults & kids)

Changes Hair Salon
Dare To Be Different

10% OFF First Visit I!=

) by mentioning this ad

16511 Detroit Avenue, Lakewood 01 4107 216.9521.3220

hours: Tuesay - Thursday 106, Friday & Saturday 9-5 www.changeshairsalon.net

216-226-8616 YOUR FEMININE CONNECTION

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Counter-Intuitive Mathematics: A Redux

In my previous column (from the
April 17th edition), I discussed the
irony of addition through subtraction.
Specifically, T explored the “micro”
perspective of how we can experience
an increase in flavor through the sub-
traction of volume in a specific recipe
or culinary technique. This column,
however, will analyze the “macro” side
of that equation. Can we increase our
overall gastronomic enjoyment by the
removal of elements from our diet and,
if so, how do we accomplish this bit of
ironic math?

As you know, I recently undertook
a culinary experiment whereby, for a
period of several weeks, I completely
removed meat from my family’s diet
and pursued an ovo-lacto menu. The
subtraction element from this experi-
ment is obvious: with the exception
of dairy and eggs, all other animal
products were no longer a part of my
cooking regimen. Having completed
that experiment, I feel a need to draw
some conclusions and discuss to what
degree (if any) this subtraction resulted
in addition.

At the outset, I should mention
that there was a non-culinary addi-
tion which I experienced as the blog
of my vegetarian exploits was posted
and followed. Beyond the supportive
and inquiring comments left on the
Observation Deck, there were also any
number of casual conversations with
readers who had been following the
thread. Many inquired as to whether
this was a permanent change and what
had actually fueled the undertaking.

I have previously addressed what
I feel are the basic reasons why people
choose not to eat animal products and,
frankly, my opinion has not changed.
There are those who consider vegetari-
anism a moral issue. One such reader,
a fellow attorney, asked me, “How is it
possible to look into the eyes of what
is clearly a sentient being and reconcile
that with a death merely for culinary
satisfaction?” Secondly, there are those
who choose to eliminate meat because
of dietary concerns - limiting animal
fat has clear health benefits in terms
of cardiovascular health. Finally, of
course, there is the economic stimulus,
which expresses concern over the net

AROUNID THE

PATIO

NOW OPEN
CATCH THE TRIBE

ON OUR BIG SCREEN TV

— GREAT -
FOOD - WINGS
& FISH FRIES

Mondays A,

2 for 1 Burgers!

Buy one - Get one Free

Breakfast -4 Brunch
< sun.

Sat. &=
11:00-2:30 9:30-2:30

18616-20 Detroit, Lakewood
216-521-4413

o

Jeff Endress

less of food experienced in the cultiva-
tion of animal products (as a result of
the amount of feed, fuel, and fertilizer
required to produce animal protein).

In my opinion, the first position
- the accusation of gratuitous slaugh-
tering of sentient beings for mere
culinary satisfaction - holdslittle merit.
I, personally, choose not to subscribe to
the rationalization that, by ordering a
steak, I have signed a death warrant
to be executed miles away at some
slaughterhouse. The health issues,
as well as the global economic
issues, however, remain
of concern to me.
Furthermore,
these  positions
support the idea of addition through
subtraction.

Over the course of the experiment,
I re-discovered many recipes and tech-
niques which were infrequently used.
Vegetable preparations, from roasting
peppers to making mushroom duxelle
spreads and olive tapenades, can not
only be acceptable substitutes for meat
products, but can also be quite satisfy-
ing. While certainly the family menu
would include the occasional quiche or
soufflé, those vegetable preparations
have become a regular part of the rep-
ertoire.

I also rediscovered a fascination
with the vast array of breads which
are available either through artisan
bakers or from my own oven. Dur-
ing my experimentation period, loaves
of roasted garlic focaccia, ciabatta,
and dense whole grain breads became
a standard at the dinner table. These
provided an ongoing source of satisfac-
tion when combined with herbed and
spiced olive oils, bruschetta spreads, or
when dunked in a soup or sauce.

Opverall, the experiment proved to
be enjoyable and probably more health-
ful and environmentally conscious,
with the ancillary benefit of perhaps
saving one of those sentient beings from
my grocery store death warrant. As I
digest, both literally and figuratively,
the results of the experiment, I have
also experienced an interesting revela-
tion. I have frequently pontificated on

LA PITA
EXPRESS

Fine Lebanese Cuisine
& Vegetarian Food

Ask Us About Party
Catering Prices

Proudly
Serving Lakewood
13615 DETROIT AVE
216-221-9925

the issue of culinary mediocrity. Not
a few times I have opined that it is far
better to forego four franchise restau-
rant meals for one truly special meal
- that a large quantity of cheap, medio-
cre food is not nearly as satisfying as a
small quantity of more expensive, but,
nevertheless, spectacular food.

My experiment taught me that the
same holds true for my overall dietary
sense. We tend to consume
the burger from Mickey
D’s just because it is a
matter of habit. The
run-of-the-mill
pork chop or chicken

plain,

breast is on our plate
because meat is always
on our plate. When that meat has been
absent for a period of weeks, as I deter-
mined when dining out and ordering
beef, I don’t believe I have ever enjoyed
a steak so much. Truly, I can’t deter-
mine whether it was a matter of an
absence making the heart grow fonder
or whether it was truly a superb piece
of meat, but, in either case, the truism
struck home. Even if I choose to be
an omnivore and my enjoyment of my
carnivorous side is enhanced by limit-
ing it, how is that a bad thing?

The conclusion that I have reached
is another example of addition through
subtraction - this time on a more

macro scale. To the chagrin of some,
I must report that my experiment has
not caused me to abandon all of my
carnivorous appetites. I still enjoy
meat, but my attitude towards overall
menu planning and the composition
of my diet has, in fact, undergone a
change - a change which I feel is con-
sistent with my overall aversion to
culinary mediocrity. By minimiz-
ing the animal protein consumed, the
menus in which it is included are more
thoughtfully considered and enjoyed.
In short, because there is less animal
product purchased, that which is pur-
chased can be of much higher quality
AND because it is no longer an every-
day experience, when it is a part of the
menu, it is far more enjoyable.

I do not yet know if my health
benefited from my experiment and sub-
sequent dietary modification, although
I suspect checking my cholesterol levels
would answer that question. I recog-
nize that by eliminating a few pounds
of meat from my family’s weekly gro-
cery purchase, [ have probably nothad a
significant impact on the overall global
food supply. On an individual basis,
however, this type of addition through
subtraction represents a responsible
decision — one which is further sup-
ported by the fact that, by decreasing
my level of consumption, I have dras-
tically increased my enjoyment of that
which is consumed.

OEENROBYEUN CH

MONSERIATSIUESI0)
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IVEWRMEN U
(real Happy Hour Specials

216.226.(482
14810 DETROIT AVE
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Lakewood Perspective

Straight Shooting On Gun Control

Suffice it to say, for the United
States of America, April 2007 was not
exactly the bright, shiny, feel-good
spring month that everyone needed and
expected. However, like most periods
of tragedy, there is a time for mourning
and a time for healing, and, then, it’s
time to move on. For some, the period
of sadness, loss, and even anger will
continue for quite some time. For the
rest of us, for those that can, it’s time to
reflect and, if needed, act.

Unfortunately, the fact of the mat-
ter is - no matter how much we wish
that things like this month’s tragic
events would not happen in our soci-
ety, there is nothing we can do to stop
them...without limiting the very free-
doms and independence that make us
the nation we are.

Immediately following the vicious,
confusing, and cowardly acts perpe-
trated on the campus of Virginia Tech,
the focus, as it usually does, centered
mostly on the area of gun control.
Before most of the dust had settled,
and well before many of the facts were
known, spokespeople from both sides
stepped into the spotlight to debate the
opposing points of view.

The arguments are well known.
On one side stands the NRA waving
the constitution like a banner. On the
other side, there are a variety of con-
cerned citizen groups touting peace
and citing the relative prosperity of
several countries which have banned
guns. When face to face, the debate is

Bret Callentine

truly dizzying: “Guns don’t kill peo-
ple, people kill people.” “Well people
wouldn’t be able to kill nearly as many
people if it they didn’t have guns.”
“If guns were outlawed, only outlaws
would have guns.” “England outlawed
guns and their crime rate went down.”
“Crack cocaine is illegal, how’s that
helping get drugs off the street?” And
on, and on...

Enough is enough. I'm here to
tell you: they’re both right and both
wrong.

I believe in the reasoning behind
our right to bear arms. When push
comes to shove, the Second Amend-
ment isn’t about owning weapons as
much as it is about this nation’s desire
to keep power in the hands of the indi-
vidual. A population willing to both
shelve their weapons and cooperate in
supporting democratic rule makes for
a much stronger country than one gov-
erned by force and controlled only by
the public’s lack of power to oppose it.

But, I also believe that the right to
bear arms should never overshadow
the responsibility that comes with that
ownership. And, in the end, I don’t see
how our rights are infringed by put-
ting in place a few more controls in
order to assure that those choosing to
own a gun at least have a basic under-
standing of the massive and possibly
devastating consequences of misusing
that right.

So, to that end, here’s my proposal:

Step one: Qualification. Gun own-
ership is indeed a right. However, that
doesn’t mean that there should be no
restrictions. I know I’ll take a lot of
heat for saying this, but I think this is
one place I'm okay with scrapping the
precedent of “innocent until proven
guilty.” As far as 'm concerned, I’'d
feel much better with you having to
prove your own competence, rather
than relying on the government to dis-
cover your unworthiness.
We have
to take a test to drive a car; the same
should apply to owning a gun. Regard-
less of the fact that one is a right and
the other is a privilege, I feel it’s not
too much to ask that anyone wishing
to own a gun should have to take and

Step two: Licensing.

pass a training course on firearm use,
care, storage, and safety. And not just
a quick written test and eye exam, I'm
talking old school, a course complete
with target practice, basic ballistics
studies, and a police video showing the
results of various gunshot wounds, just
to get the point across.

Step three: Annual Renewal &
Endorsement. A passport is good for
ten years, a driver’s license for four -
the license for something for which the
primary function is death and destruc-
tion should only be valid for one year.
Further, like a pilot who has to be
checked out on the type of plane they

fly, a gun owner should have to receive
qualifying approval for each type of
weapon he or she owns. Just because
you can fly a Piper Cub doesn’t mean
I trust you to fly my family to Europe
in a Boeing 777. Even if you already
own a handgun, I would require you to
pass another, separate qualifying exam
before you're permitted to own a shot-
gun, a rifle, etc.

Step four: Enforcement. This step
shouldn’t require further explanation.
This is a serious issue. The ramifica-
tions of insufficient control are literally
life and death and, in my opinion, the
penalties for noncompliance should be
just as severe.

Look, this isn’t a game, and I'm
done listening to people who argue
that even the most minimal amount of
control represents too much of a bur-
den. Show me a person who needs to
buy a gun in a hurry and I'll show you
someone who hasn’t put nearly enough
thought into the purchase. Likewise,
I'm finished listening to those that pre-
tend that eliminating guns would put
an end to all violence. Show me a com-
munity where guns were made illegal
and I'll show you a place that’s no more
or less safe than it was before.

Now, 'm not a lawyer, I'm not an
expert in constitutional law, and I have
no background in criminal justice. So,
if it turns out that none of this is at all
possible, 1 propose plan B: keep the
guns legal, but charge a $500 tax for
every single bullet.

s
MON - FRI 11-8 » SAT 10-6 ¢ Closed Sundays

16821 MADISON AVE. (216)226-0886

(One Block East Of Mckinley, Next To Convenient Store)

LAkewoobNew | ife

CHURCH

r = T T s - — — /1
. SUNDAY MAY 20TH, 2007
Place:  Race begins and ends at the Westlake Holiday Inn.
| Located at the Crocker Road Exit on I-90, Westlake, Ohio. |
On-site Parking available.
| Time:  Registration & packet pick up: 8:00 A.M. / 5K Race: 9:00 A.M. |
| Entry Fee: Pre registration $15.00 (Deadline May 12) / Race Day Registration $20.00 |
| Awards: Award given to top male and female runners |
Runners finishing in the top three in each age group will receive awards.
Age Groups: 14 and under, 15-19, 20-24, 25-29, 30-34, 35-39, 40-44, 45-49,
| 50-59, 60 & Over. Separate award for Top Law Enforcement Finisher and Top |
Law Enforcement Team (Age and Gender indifferent).
Benefit: All proceeds will go to the Friends of the WEB SSW.A.T. Donations made to
| widows of fallen officers. Fully tax-deductible donations accepted. |
Send Registration Form in by Friday, May 12th and make checks payable to:
| Hermes Sports & Events — 1468 W. 9th St., Suite #825, Cleveland, OH 44113 |
For more information call: (216)623—-9933 or visit: www.hermescleveland.com
| Name: Address: |
City: State: Zip:
| Phone: Male: Female: Age on race today: Date of Birth: |
| Adult T-shirt Size: S M L XL XXL (Circle One) |
Mark Here if L.E. Entry Individual / 2-member Team ___Teammate’s Name:
| 'WAIVER: By my signature, [ assess I am physically fit and trained to participate in this event. I have full knowledge of the risk involved. Therefore, in |
Consideration of the acceptance of my entry in the WEB S.W.A.T. 5K Run, I for myself, heirs, execurors and administrators waive and release any and all
rights or claims for damages I may have against Hermes Sports & Events, the Ohio Tactical Officers Association, the City of Westlake, the WEB S.W.A.T.
| Team and the parent municipalities and any other individuals associated with this event and will hold them harmless for any and all injuries I may suffer in |
conection to this event.
| SIGNATURE: Parent / Gaurdian (If under 18 years old)
Additional Donation: $1.00 $5.00 $10.00 Other
L - e e e e e e e — —_ —_ = 4]

216-221-6174

Join us Sundays @ T1am

A Place to Belong...
A Place to Become!

Meeting in the Masonic Temple
15300 Detroit Avenue, Lakewood

www.lakewoodnewlifechurch.org

Lakewood New Life is a non-denominational church

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Pulse Of The City

There But For The Grace Of God...

Gary Rice

By the time you read this, the
images of that troubled young man
with those two black guns will finally
have faded into the background.

Funerals for those victims of the
Virginia Tech massacre will probably all
have been held, and we will have moved
forward; resolving to do better, to be
more aware, to remember the fallen...

We will have discussed every
moment of this tragedy; we will have
second-guessed the authorities who
were on-site, with any number of fin-
ger-wagging and “should have’-type
messages.

There is no doubt in my mind, as
well, that numerous lawsuits will have
been developed, with recriminations to
be shared, all around.

People will no doubt, point those
wagging fingers anywhere and every-
where. The old poem “Who Killed
Cock Robin?” comes to mind. Above
all, many, if not most people, will look
atthe killers who do these terrible types
of things as being anomalies. Certainly
there are not many of those types of
people around...are there?

Then, we will start to discuss who
“those people” could be.

In the witch trial days, many of
“those people” were thought to have
been possessed. They were dutifully
burned, in the name of God.

In 1930’s Germany, the Nazis went
to great lengths to determine exactly
who “those people” were. Some of the
first victims of extermination were
those with mental problems. Many of
the institutionalized suffered lethal
injections, so as not to be a burden to
the Reich.

Even today, mental health profes-
sionals struggle with treatment options
for “those people”. Sometimes, perhaps
even usually, treatments can be effec-
tive, and will result in productive lives.

And sometimes, not.

There’s just one problem with the
“those people” scenario.

It’s a lie. We are those people.

The fact remains that at one time
or another, virtually all of us come face
to face with severe mental challenges.
Whether with traumatic, life-chang-
ing experiences or circumstances, or
in dealing with chronic illness, all of us
are confronted at one point or another,
with what Winston Churchill alleg-
edly referred to as “the black dog” of
depression--or perhaps, some other
manifestation of mental illness. Ever
feel that you absolutely HAD to step
on every crack in the sidewalk? That’s
a mild type of obsessive/compulsive
behavior. Ever get angry? Some feel
even that to be a temporary insanity.

We are woefully unprepared for
these moments, when they arrive. If
there is one thing missing from our
educations, it is a course on how to
cope with life.

“Stop whining!” “Get it together!”
“Beaman!” So many messages come to
us, regarding the perception of mental
weakness. Books and movies, time and
again, refer to those with differences

among us as being liabilities to society,
worthy only of scorn and neglect.

We have even politicized the
argument, with some on the Left pro-
fessing a “societal blame” and some on
the Right claiming that people have a
pure and simple “choice” to be bad, or
good.

Both sides, in my opinion, are all
wet. Both sides assume rational think-

to rearrange their alphabetical seat-
ing charts for me--and some of them
resented making that adjustment.
Having hearing, walking, and vision
problems made me less than desirable
as a sports participant as well. Before
being excused from them, my gym
classes represented the pits of Hell to
my pre-teen psyche.

How easy it would have been, had

As we move forward, let’s look around in our own circles.

Who needs a helping hand?

ing processes are at work, when in
reality emotional thoughts often over-
shadow reason.

However surprising, some people
certainly feel that being different is a
punishment from God.

The truth is, it can be a gift.

Like the young man with the guns
supposedly did, I had a speech prob-
lem. Like that young man was reported
to have experienced, 1 too, endured
bullies, and was made to feel like an
outcast. Because I was deaf in one ear,
and partly so in the other, I had prefer-
ential seating in classes. Teachers had

I not had good parental support and a
firm grounding in faith and morals, for
me to have permitted resentments and
hurts to fester into a sociopathic rage.

Instead, through nothing less than
the Grace of God, I became an over-
achiever. Through music and the arts,
I found creative outlets for whatever
negativity had started to bubble up in
the cauldron of my soul.

I learned to fight constructively,
rather than destructively.

I became an advocate for the rights
of people with serious differences
(which sooner or later, includes every-

one). I began to fight for those who
lacked the courage, the will, or the abil-
ity to fight for themselves. I fought for
the rights of Native Americans, and for
those missing in action in Vietnam. I
became a vocal and aggressive advocate
for peace as well--not just concerning
battlefields overseas, but in our own
minds and souls.

When I think of that troubled
young man, I know that nothing can
ever excuse what happened.

I also know that there, but for the
Grace of God, could have stood any
one of us.

As we move forward, let’s look
around in our own circles. Who needs
a helping hand? A pat on the back? A
word of encouragement? When we see
bullying or hear put-downs, how will
we resolve to handle these things in the
future? Will we allow the problems to
continue, or will we step in and be the
difference in a person’s life, that might
just keep them from stepping off into
the abyss?

As a final thought on this matter...
those differences I had that were so sig-
nificant in my youth...glasses, speech,
hearing, leg problems? None of them
matter at all in my writing...

The Buck Stops Here

He Wanted To Escape The Sixties

“Meaning, ultimately, seemed a
matter of adjacent data.” — William
Gibson.

Gibson, who gave us the term
cyberspace (“a consensual hallucina-
tion” he calls it), was characterizing
William S. Burroughs’s cut-up, collage
method in novels like Naked Lunch as
an influence on his own fiction, but I
would like to suggest that it applies
more broadly -- how we become who
(what) we are. We can’t push away what
bumps up against us. It leans in.

“I am a man of the thirties,” the
poet George Oppen writes. “No other
taste shall change this.” The same might
be said of my parents. The Depression
was hard on them and even in the flush
years after World War II, they still
found it difficult to spend money. I was
raised in different circumstances and
was a trial to them. From their thirties’
hold-on-to-what-you-have philosophy,
I was careless with money.

I regret my indifference to those
years when I was a child and then a
teenager and have, subsequently, found
the thirties to be of crucial importance
in my life, particularly for what it says
about America today. I understood
why my father refused to be relocated
from Cleveland when his company
moved shop to Birmingham, Alabama.
It was a non-union shop, he said. He
would not work for a non-union shop.
It does not, finally, make me a man of
the thirties. The meaning is in the adja-
cent data.

Robert Buckeye

I heard Malcolm X in Detroit, just
months before he was assassinated.
Malcolm was electric and, yes, threat-
ening. He presented an America I did
not know from my life in Lakewood. It
sent me down a path. I was in Detroit
in 1967 when the riot hit. I got my last,
full-time college teaching job from
reverse discrimination. A black friend
of mine I had taught with in Detroit
had moved east. Hire Buckeye, he told
the chair. They wanted to keep him.

In 1975, I saw Robert Altman’s
Nashville, which in its put-down of
red-neck, country music America and
criticism of the war in Vietnam, was
also, at the same time, a celebration
of America and of its country music,
“like a river,” Molly Haskell writes,
“running through their life.” I was
struck by Ronee Blakley, a little-known
actress whose part is based loosely on
the country-singer, Loretta Lynn, “a
white-clad Ophelia,” Haskell says, who
is assassinated at the end of the film.

I sought out albums of Blak-
ley’s songs (she was better-known as
a singer) and came across a song on
Fred Hampton, with lyrics, “I want
to be part of Fred Hampton.” I knew
about Hampton. He was a Black Pan-
ther Martin Luther King had praised
who had been gunned down by Chi-
cago police at the age of 21 in 1969 in
what amounted to a public execution.
When police took reporters through
Hampton’s apartment to illustrate the
danger of Hampton, Richard Stern

noticed instead the number of books
Hampton had. “There were people here
who wanted to know how the body and
the body politic were put together,” Stern
writes. In one speech Hampton delivered
less than a half year before his death, he
says, “We have to educate the people.”

I won’t say I came to books, but
rather they came to me, not as furnish-
ing — decor, dress or status — but as they
had come to Fred Hampton. Books had
to answer for themselves, as I did too

in reading them. When Vice-President
Richard Cheney was asked about Viet-
nam in the sixties, he said that he had
other priorities. I did too, though they
were not his. He wanted to escape the
sixties. I've never let them go.

Tavern & Music Hall

5/02/07
Ryan Wilkins Band

seriously hooky, well played pop

5/04/07
The Rick Ray Band
CD Release Party
from the elder statesmen of Prog/Rock Guitar!

5/11/07
Kelly Richey Band

Female blues guitarist that has been called
"Stevie Ray Vaughan trapped in a women's body
with Janis Joplin screaming to get out."

5/12/07
Gary Hoey Band

Master Shredding guitarist who does clinics
around the country at Guitar Centers
and wrote the Soundtrack
for the Endless Summer Il movie.

216-226-5681

12112 Madison Ave., Lakewood
www.thewinchester.net
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Minding The Issues

Three Scandals And What We Should Remember About Them

By the time this reaches print, the
scandals involving the Duke lacrosse
team, Don Imus’s racist/sexist remarks,
and the firing of U.S. attorneys may
be out of mind, overshadowed by the
tragic and senseless shootings at Vir-
ginia Tech. However, the scandals are
worth keeping in mind for the deeper
problems they exhibit.

The falsely accused
Duke lacrosse players

Asweall know, three Duke Univer-
sity students, members of the lacrosse
team, were accused of rape and lesser
crimes on the basis of flimsy evidence,
which grew flimsier on investigation.
They were railroaded by a prosecutor,
Mike Nifong, who was far more inter-
ested in obtaining a conviction than
in achieving justice; on the basis of
his accusations, the greater part of the
public (including me, I freely admit)
were convinced that the three were
guilty as accused.

Because of the nature of the accu-
sations — involving inter-racial assault
by jocks at an elite college — the case
was spotlighted from the beginning,
with the three being portrayed first as
villains and then as possible victims.
The notoriety drew the attention of the
media including the New York Times,
which reported not only on the accu-
sations and information provided by
the district attorney, but also on weak-
nesses of the evidence he presented.

The families stood by them and
hired lawyers who conscientiously and
tenaciously argued for their clients. The
efforts of these lawyers, plus the inescap-
able publicity, forced legal authorities to
examine the case thoroughly.

Finally, a year later, after laborious
investigation in which the evidence was
declared faulty to an almost ridiculous
degree, the three were declared inno-
cent by the state Attorney General.

This raises the question: How
many other individuals have been
accused on the basis of flimsy evidence
and railroaded by a prosecutor far
more interested in obtaining a convic-
tion than in achieving justice?

How many languish in prison
because they were nobodies and could

MELIT

bar & grilled
Ty
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el e

HUGE Dbeer:selection

14718 Detroit Ave
Lakewood, Oh

216-226-3699

meltbarandgrilled.com

Gordon Brumm

not attract the attention of the media;
because they lacked families or friends
who could support them financially or
otherwise; because they were defended,
after a fashion, by lawyers who were
overworked and under-inspired?

The Innocence Project reports
at least eight cases over the past few
years in which convicted prisoners
were proved innocent through DNA
tests and other evidence. These cases
must be the tip of the iceberg, in view
of the small volunteer staff that deal with
an enormous caseload at the Innocence
Project and the need for absolute proof
of innocence — not just a demonstration
that the prosecution didn’t make its case
-- before the prisoners can be exonerated.

David Evans, one of the three
accused lacrosse players, looked at such
cases in the light of his own when he
said, “Many people across this country,
across this state, would not have the
opportunity that we did, and this could
simply have been brushed underneath
the rug, and some innocent person
could end up in jail for their entire life.”

Are we as a society to show no
more respect for justice than pros-
ecutor Nifong? Our government, on
various levels, must improve proce-
dures intended to protect the innocent.
Whether this is done by the legisla-
tures, by the judiciaries (there seems
to be due-process implications) or by
Bar Associations, it must be done. This
is the lesson of the case of the Duke
lacrosse players.

As for the players themselves, I
cannot agree that they necessarily will
be scarred for life; butifthatis the claim
theywish to make in whateverlegal pro-
ceedings may ensue (including, I hope,
criminal proceedings against prosecu-
tor Nifong), then more power to them!
I hope and expect that they will receive a
great deal of well-deserved money by way
of lawsuits against the prosecutor and/or
the state, and I wouldn’t be surprised if
a book deal or two is in the offing. Most
important, they have acquired wisdom,
as Mr. Evans’s statement attests.

Don Imus’s racist/sex-
ist comments

Imus’s incredibly outrageous com-
ments have been attacked as “hate
speech” and as injurious to the Rut-
gers women’s basketball team they
were directed against. He has defended
himself by saying that blacks (most
notoriously rappers) use the same sort
of language among themselves, and
anyway he was just joking.

I believe both the criticism and
the defense are misdirected or false.
To my mind, Imus’s comments are just
as obnoxious and harmful as his worst
critics allege, but for different reasons.

I think we all implicitly recognize
that the old adage “Sticks and stones
will break my bones, but names will
never hurt me” does not apply to rac-
ist or sexist slurs. But why? Why is such

language so harmful that it is not con-
sidered to be protected free speech?

To call it “hate speech” is mislead-
ing, for it doesn’t necessarily express
hate. An example is the Old South, pre-
Civil War or even pre-1960s. In those
times, we are told, whites could have real
affection for the black people they knew,
despite the fact that they were firmly
committed to keeping blacks under the
thumb of whites in every way.

The kind of language we are talk-
ing about is more accurately called
“domination speech.” For it serves to
perpetuate the norms of white and
male domination.

A social norm is a way of acting
or thinking that is widely held within
a certain group. By saying that is it
widely held, I mean that within a cer-
tain group a preponderance of persons
act in accordance with it and enforce
it by expressing their approval. For
example, it is a norm among certain
groups in the U.S. that blacks are infe-
rior in important respects and should
occupy an inferior position.

In order to be maintained, a
norm requires solidarity. Those who
participate in the norm, by acting in
accordance with it and expressing their
approval, must let others know that
they continue to do so.

For if an individual participat-
ing in a norm begins to feel isolated,
without social support, he will fail to
speak out; and failure to speak out has
a domino effect. The silence of a few
chips away at the assurance of others.
Those who had previously felt self-
assured in expressing the norm feel
more and more hesitant to do so, and
so the norm shrivels away.

In maintaining solidarity, signals
are important. By signaling his agree-
ment with the norm, a participant
provides the social support that oth-
ers are looking for, and so the norm is
maintained.

Here is where racial and sexual
slurs — such as the infamous “N-word”
or the words that Imus used -- come
into play. They function as signals of
participation in the norms of white
and/or male domination, and thus they
help to maintain those norms.

Thus, Imus’s claim that he was
joking is irrelevant. Any utterance of a
slur, joking or not, functions as a signal
and is thus as pernicious as if it were
uttered with malicious intent.

It also makes no difference that
blacks apply such terms to other
blacks. To be sure, if the blacks in ques-
tion adhered to the norm of white
domination, their uttering slurs would
be pernicious. But it is clear that they
don’t adhere to that norm. So their
use of racial slurs among themselves is
harmless in this regard.

It DOES make a difference that
males, whether black or white, make
sexist slurs. For these serve as signals of
the male-domination norm, in the way
I have just outlined.

So when we talk of “hate speech”
(or of “hate crimes”), the relevant
point is not hate; nor is it offense to
individuals. It is not something done
to individuals that merits our condem-
nation of such speech. Rather, it is the
harm done to society at large, espe-
cially to the whole group of blacks and
the whole group of females. It is the
harm done by helping to re-awaken
and maintain the norms of white and
male domination.

The firing of the eight
U.S. attorneys.

Eight U.S. attorneys were fired
midway through this presidential
term, with evidence leading many
observers, including Republican and
Democratic Senators, to believe that
the firings were highly politicized. In
at least some cases, the rationale that
the attorneys were poor performers
in their job could not have been true.
However, Attorney General Gonzales
and others in the administration give
two arguments in defense: 1) No laws
were broken. 2) U.S. attorneys serve at
the pleasure of the president (i.e., are
political appointees) and therefore can
be fired at any time. Indeed, presidents
have sometimes made a clean sweep
at the beginnings of their administra-
tions by firing the whole list.

1) To say that the firings broke no
laws doesn’t get to the heart of the crit-
icism. After all, Hitler broke no laws
in coming to power (though he broke
plenty of laws after coming to power,
in the process of twisting the laws to
his own purposes). This is of course
an extreme example, but it is relevant.
Keep it in mind.

2) The office of U.S. attorney is
partly political and partly professional.
It is only to be expected that the politi-
cal orientation of U.S. attorneys weighs
heavily in the president’s decision to
appoint them. But once appointed, they
are expected to do their job according
to professional standards, with free-
dom to do so.

Senator Arlen Specter summed it
up well when he said the president has a
right to replace attorneys for no reason,
but not to replace them for a bad reason.

Some defend the firings by com-
paring them to Hillary Clinton’s firing
of the White House travel office, more
or less on personal whim. But the com-
parison is off base. The White House
travel office has no effect on citizens’
lives, while U.S. attorneys have a great
deal of power to punish citizens who
run afoul of the agenda that they, or the
administration, wish to pursue.

In short, the Bush administration
is in effect using the power of gov-
ernment, through the office of U.S.
attorney, to accomplish its own politi-
cal purposes. This (like recent wiretap
measures, some would say) constitutes
one small step away from the rule of
law and toward a police state -- hence
the Hitler example. Even one small step
is one step too many.

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Lakewood Arts

Arts & Entertainments Calendar

Beck Center for the Arts 17801 Detroit Avenue 216.521.2540

8th Annual Razzle Dazzle Dance, Dance, Dance, A Dynamic Musical Cel-
ebration May 11-12, 2007 In cooperation with the Cuyahoga County Board of
Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities (CCMRDD) and the Rocky
River Adult Activities Center (RRAAC), the Beck Center for the Arts presents Raz-
zle Dazzle VIII — Dance, Dance, Dance in the Music-Armory Building on the Beck
Center campus.

This year’s original production is based on “dance crazes!” You’'ll see it all,
from the Can-Can to the Cakewalk and everything in between. The inspiration
for this show is Judson Laipply’s “Evolution of Dance” video. Opening night begins
with a musical performance by local actor and musician, Douglas Collier, while
Saturday evening’s performance will open with an inspiring musical performance
by the Rocky River & Maple Heights Adult Activities Center Choirs.

In addition to this dynamic musical celebration, guests are invited to view a
“Razzle Dazzle” display of artwork created by the distinguished and dedicated art-
ists who participate in the Beck Center’s Creative Arts Therapies program. This
exhibit will be on display May 4 — June 10 in the Music-Armory Building.

Razzle Dazzle VIII is sponsored by the Oatey Company. A special opening
night benefit performance will be held on Friday evening, May 11 at 7:30 p.m. and
includes a reception and raffle after the show, as well as an opportunity to mix and
mingle with the talented cast and crew. Tickets are $10 and all proceeds benefit the
Creative Arts Therapies program at the Beck Center. To reserve tickets, call the
Beck Center Box Office. Two additional performances are scheduled for Saturday,
May 12 at 3:30 and 7:30 p.m. and are free and open to the public.

bela dubby 13221 Madison Avenue 216.221.4479

Stop by for some Art, Music and Fair Trade Coffee. Hours: Tuesday, Wednes-
day, Thursday 10 am — 10 pm, Friday and Saturday 10am-midnight.

Cleveland Artist’s Foundation 17801 Detroit Avenue (inside the Beck Cen-
ter) 216.227.9484 Joseph B. O’Sickey, Menageries and Other Worlds: A Retrospective
Exhibition 1941-2007 opened Friday, April 13 and is curated by William Busta. This
significant exhibition surveys works of O’Sickey throughout seven decades — his
sketches of India and Africa from his years in the Army during the 1940s; adver-
tising and design work from the 1940s and 1950s; continuing series of landscape,
still-life and garden paintings; and recent work based upon circus themes. The
exhibit runs through June 9, 2007. A catalogue of the exhibition is being published.
Gallery hours are Tue-Sat, 12-5pm.

Local Girl Gallery 16106 Detroit Avenue 216.228.1802

Saturday, May 5th, meet the Burning River Roller Girls, from 7pm-10pm. Who
are the BRRG? They are Cleveland’s first all-female, skater-owned, flat-track derby
league. Saturday, May 12th, Emerson Middle School Student Art Show, 6pm-9pm.

This exhibit will feature works of over 20 student artists from Emerson Middle
School. A variety of mediums will be represented including various painting styles
and hand-made jewelry. This Show is curated by Victoria Gildner. Hours: Tuesday-
Thursday 12pm-5pm and Friday-Saturday 12pm-6pm

Pop Shop Gallery and Studio 17020 Madison Avenue 216.227.8440

2 Year Anniversary Show - Pop, Drop, and Roll Saturday, May 19th from
6-9pm Cleveland’s most ultra-violet gallery will house the areas best local con-
temporary artists for its second birthday. The show will feature a vast mixture of
graffiti art, mixed media, rock and roll photography, and many more unique pieces.
Refreshments and appetizers will be served. An after party will be held imme-
diately following at Mullens (located next to the gallery). Hours: Monday-Friday
4pm-8pm, Saturday 2pm-6pm.

Wobblefoot Gallery and Frame Studio 1662 Mars Avenue 216.226.2971

Wobblefoot’s featured artist this month is Jim Stracensky. Hours: Tuesday —
Friday 10am-6pm, Saturday 10am-4pm.

Gallery, dance and Music news and event information should be forwarded to gal-

lerywatchgals@yahoo.com. Every effort will be made to include it in our next column.
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Mllllen’S “An Irish House”

Of Letterfrack ¥¢ )
Cav’s Game Special

22 oz Bud & Bud Light Bottles $2
Bucket of 6 Miller Light 59

'Hm‘xf'}-' Dog Old Leg 'Hmmpm‘ on lap
17014 Madison « Lakewood +« 216.226.5224

SEE SCOTLAND IN 2007 september 22 - October 1, 2007
Explore the Scenery, History & Presbyterian Heritage

= Explore the history of John Knox
= Take the Ferry to the Isle of Mull & The Isle of lona from Oban

+ To see ‘Nessie’ swim along the shore of Loch Ness as we travel to Inverness
= Quaint 5t. Andrew's affers history, castles & golf.

+ Follow the royal mile to Edinburgh for Scottish woolens,

Scottish spirits, Historic Castles and Scottish ‘Hagais

Pam Gallagher Tours, LLC
3620 West Valley Dr., Fairview Park 440-331-5459

Arts And Entertainment Watch
Think Spring!
Ruth A. Koenigsmark

Linda Goik(LGG)Mayor Thomas George, (Beck Center), Blythe Pazone and Kather-
ine Johnson(Rocky River Adult Activities Center)

More than 100 partygoers flocked
to the “Think Spring” benefit auction
to support the Friends of the Men-
tally Retarded at Local Girl Gallery on
Saturday, April 21. An elegant party
including an art auction featuring the

talents of local artists from among oth-
ers, the Beck Center and Rocky River
Adult Activity Center. There were over
80 pieces of Spring-Inspired art ripe
for the bidding; at last tally the event
raised upwards of $2,000!

SOUPER
\MARKET

Dear Lakewood,

Thanks for liking us so much. We really
like being here. Get ready for our spring
menu this May. Fresh soft shell crabs
on a soft roll, Shrimp Gazpacho,
Roasted Corn Gazpacho and quite an
array of amazing chilled soups!

dJust because it's not cold outside
doesn’t mean you have to stop liking us!.
We hope to see you soon.

Love,

The Souper Market Gang

216.712.7292 www.thesoupermarket.com
14809 Detroit Avenue, downtown Lakewood

Fine Soups and

SUPPORT THI
PI77ZA THAT IATS
THE PAPLR!

Saturday Brunch
with our “Create Your Own”
Bloody Mary Bar

i

Sunday

Gourmet Brunch

Wednesdays
Minute Man Border Patrol

with complimentary tacos

Cervezas $2.50 Margaritas $2.75

18514 Detroit Avenue, Lakewood, OH 44107

phone: 216-521-7684  fax: 216-521-9518
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Lakewood Music

An Interview With Rick Ray Of The Rick Ray Band

Bob Ignizio

Rick Ray has been a fixture on the
NE Ohio music scene since he started
performing at the age of 13 in 1972.
Influenced heavily by musicians like
Robin Trower and Frank Marino, Rick
used his six-string abilities to play with
the bands Riot Act and Neurotic, as
well as the eponymous Rick Ray Band,
in the years spanning 1973 to 1996. In
1999 Rick started Neurosis Records to
release some of his old material as well
as new solo recordings. Then in 2000
he put the Rick Ray Band back together,
and has to date released 5 albums with
the group.

Although Rick lives in Perry, Ohio,
he frequently plays the Winchester here
in Lakewood. He will be there again
Friday, May 4th. The show will be a CD
release party for The Rick Ray Band’s
newest album, ‘Nothing To Lose’.

Lakewood Observer: You kind of
straddle the line between rock, pop,
and jazz. Do you feel the music you
play belongs more to any one of those
particular genres, or do you feel you
defy easy categorization? What would
you call your style of music?

Rick Ray: I guess when people ask,
my description sounds like this: “psy-
chedelic progressive hard rock fusion”.
I think it defies the easy categorizing,
but that kind of makes the Rick Ray
Band unique.

LO: You're nothing if not prolific.

In the past you've sometimes released 4
or 5 albums in a year. What keeps your
creative juices fired, and do you ever
worry about the well running dry?

RR: My creative juices just come
from always playing my guitar. As for
the well running dry, I don’t know if
that’s possible. 'm not
only coming up with
new songs but there are
songs that have been
shelved just because
they didn’t fit on some
of the past releases,
good songs that just
used. There
are hours and hours
of these. I don’t know
if they’ll ever see the light of day but
they’re there if I need them.

LO: Sadly, your previous vocalist
Chuck Abraham passed away recently.
Was it a natural choice to bring in
Chuck’s younger brother Alex to
replace him?

RR: When Chuck, who was a
childhood friend, died, the Rick Ray
Band was going to take a break from
“everything”. But Chuck’s younger
brother Alex came up and asked if he
could pick up where Chuck left off. We
all agreed, and the result is the new

b}
weren't

release ‘Nothing To Lose’.

OPEN FOR LUNCH at 11 am
Best Pub Food In Lakewood

NEW CHEF * NEW MENU

LO: Although youre from way out
east in Perry, Ohio, you seem to play
The Winchester a lot, and it’s where
you've decided to have the release show
for your most recent album. Is there
anything special about the club that
makes it one of your favorites?

RR: The Win-
chester has a great
atmosphere, great

sound system and I like
Jim Maleti, the owner,
he’s a good guy.

LO: You recently
contributed a track
to the Frank Marino
tribute album which
also featured such well
known guitar slingers as George Lynch
and Ronnie Montrose. Did that help get
you more attention on a national level?

RR: I would say it has. The song I
put on ‘Second Hand Smoke’ (A Trib-
ute To Frank Marino) was “Poppy”. I
had played that song live for 10 years
before Frank ever got around to releas-
ing it. I had learned it off a bootleg
album.

LO: Other than the aforemen-
tioned compilation, all your material
has been released on your own label.
Do you have any interest in trying
to get signed, or do you prefer doing
things on your own?

RR: I think 'm unsignable and
always have been. To get signed you
have do what other people tell you to do.
I can’t and never have been able to do
that. I don’t have the desire to become a
record company horror story like most
artists that get signed become.

LO: In addition to the high
level of musicianship and songcraft
in your work, you also have some-
thing to say. What is the main thing
you hope to get across to listeners
through your lyrics?

RR: The truth, things like “war
is a racket designed to make the elite
richer than they already are and bring
the population levels down. War does
not exist for the lies they say it does!”
Some of the lyrics are inspired from the
Bible, the prophecies of the future from
Books like Revelation, Daniel, Ezekiel,
Amos, Joel and Isaiah. Some of the lyr-
ics have to do with mind control which
is a plague that’s really taken root, espe-
cially here in the U.S.

LO: Anything else you want to
add?

RR: The new album, ‘Nothing To
Lose’, is probably the best thing any of
us has ever done. I started to realize this
about three-fourths of the way through
the making of this album. Mixing this
album down was a very pleasurable
experience. Almost the whole CD will
be performed live at the Winchester on
May 4th.

Concert Calendar

The Hi Fi Concert Club (11729 Detroit Avenue. Lakewood, OH)

Friday May 4th it’s the punky glam (or is it glammy punk?) of Cleveland’s
Vanity Crash and Pittsburgh’s Science Fiction Idols. Also on the bill: Cleveland alt
rockers Mona V, and the damaged pop of Youngstown’s The Zou. For more info

call the club at (216) 521-8878.

Friday May 11th it’s ex-Misfits vocalist Michale Graves with Creepshow 1977,
Sappy Bell, and Rockabye Ransom. For more info call the club at (216) 521-8878.

The Winchester Tavern (12112 Madison Avenue. Lakewood, OH)

Friday May 4th it’s The Rick Ray Band. For more info on Rick, read my inter-
view with him this issue. This is a CD release show for the new Rick Ray Band
album ‘Nothing to Lose’. All Ages. Show starts at 9:30. Admission is $5.

Saturday May 12th it’s The Gary Hoey band. Gary started out as a guitar shred-

McCGARTHY’S IS YOUR WIRELESS ZONE!

April Specials
10% OFF Food Orders For All

Lakewood Residents & Employees
(Not Good With Any Other Promotions)

Bring In Your Indians Stub &
Redeem It For 6 Free Wings

One coupon per person. Only valid day of game on the tmket

Live Entertainment on Weekends

Sundays Ladies Night Tuesdays Jam Night
Mondays Karaoke Wednesdays Karaoke

1="BEER TO G0 ==
1="B00K YOUR PARTIES HERE! ==
16918 DETROIT ROAD * LAKEWOOD  216.228.1340

der in the eighties metal mold, and scored a minor hit in this style with a cover of
Focus’ instrumental “Hocus Pocus” taken from his 1993 debut album. Hoey later
moved in more of a surf guitar direction, and has even collaborated with the “king
of the surf guitar” Dick Dale, who ranks Hoey as one of his favorite guitar players
ever. All ages. Show starts at 9:00 pm. Admission is $15.

17900 Detroit Rd. Lakewood
www.cronieslakewood.com

pomestic Bottle
° 24 ‘;voﬁmu\e

Happy Hour
mon-sat 11-1

$1.00 Drafts
23¢ Wings
J9¢ Mussels

Lunch Menu
Bombs All Day

Shot §9*
came time

&l
Beer
A gered ®

Home of the original $2 Tuesday!
MONSTER BOMB Headquarters!
Always $2! Cherry & Grape

Pitchers
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Noting Our Neighborhood
Lakewood’s Value Transcends The Years

by Andy Tabor

One of the most attractive features
of Lakewood for those who choose to
make it their home is its diversity. The
variety of housing styles and the many
price ranges offer something to all of
the various age groups that live here.

Many young professionals choose
Lakewood because of the availability
of reasonably priced housing (whether
rentals or purchases for first time home-
buyers). The proximity to downtown
and the ease of the commute, whether
driving or using public transportation,
is appealing. After work, many young
professionals relax in the city’s coffee-
houses, pubs, restaurants, art galleries,
the parks or the Y.

Lakewood is also a great place to
raise a family. Starting with its excel-
lent school system, it also has one of the
top libraries in the nation. The Depart-
ment of Recreation has a large variety
of classes and programs for every age
group- from sports to the arts. There

are also many amazing public parks.
One example, Lakewood Park, has a
great playground, skateboard park, bike
trail and access to the lake. There are
also several swimming pools plus an
ice rink. Best of all, it’s a community
where much is accessible by walking
or biking.

Lakewood is also a great place to
be for a “senior citizen”. The Lakewood
Department on Aging provides many
services assisting seniors to live inde-
pendently longer. There are several
existing and 3 new-construction main-
tenance free
from which to choose. Or seniors may
choose to live at one of the 3 senior cen-
ters. Additionally, if healthcare issues
become a concern, there’s a choice of
several nursing homes, not to mention

condo developments

the world class healthcare available at
Lakewood Hospital.

Take a look and the faces all
around the city show that whether
one is 1 or 100, Lakewood really has
a lot to offer!

N L L =y B Prudential Lucien Realty

“YOUR NEIGHBORS WORKING FOR YOU...”

REALTOR

Andy Tabor, REALTOR® GRI
“Helping people become homeowners
and profitable investors since 1977
www.andytabor.com

Visit Our Website For Real Estate Information And Photos Of Homes For Sale

Maggie Fraley, REALTOR® ABR Sunny Updegrove, REALTOR®
“More than selling houses- “New beginnings are my specialty”
Helping people find homes” SunnySellsLakewood.com
MaggiesHomePage.info

Kathy Lewis, REALTOR®

“Want to talk about real estate?
g Call mel”
www.kathylewis.info

Valerie Mechenbier, REALTOR®
www.valsinfo.com

Serving Lakewood’s Housing Needs since 1976 with Honesty, Integrity, Stability

216.226.4673

15220 Hilliard
$134,900

Newly listed two family
and pretty as a picture.
1st floor occupied, 2nd
floor has 4 bedrooms
and 2 full baths. Very

| stylish. Replacement

windows, great front
porch, 2 car garage with
extra parking.

Sunny Updegrove

(216) 401-3353
sunnyup1@cox.net
www.SunnySellsLakewood.com

This charmer SOLD in
10 days!!! If you need

a great marketing plan
to sell your Lakewood
home...... call me for
more information.
Sunny Updegrove

(216) 401-3353
sunnyupi@cox.net
www.SunnySellsLakewood.com

1298 Ramona
SOLD!!!

Delightfully refreshed
one bedroom one bath
condo. Beautiful view of
Lake Erie w/a glimmer
of downtown Cleveland.
Professionally painted,
carpet, (04/07) updated

Desired low-traffic
street near Lakewood
Park & city amenities.
Gorgeous woodwork

& leaded glass. Newer
eat-in kitchen. Newer
2-car garage. Absolutely

] kitchen. move-in condition. [
11850 Ed ) Sunny Updegrove Don’t wait!
gewater  (216) 401-3353 Kathy Lewis
The Lakehouse sunnyupl1@cox.net 996. v 1321 Chase Ave.
216-226-4673 ext.2060
Low $60,000’S www.SunnySellsLakewood.com $168’500

Naming Lakewood’s Streets:

A Family Affair

by Val Mechenbier

James Nicholson, Rockport’s
first permanent settler, purchased
140 acres of land from Madison
Avenue to Lake Erie in 1818. Two
generations later, his grandsons, E.
Louis and Clarence Nicholson named
Nicholson Avenue after their well-

known grandfather. Other tributes
included Waterbury Road, named
for their grandmother’s Connecticut
birthplace; Grace Avenue, for their
sister; Clarence Avenue, for himself;
and Lewis Drive, either for E. Louis
himself - or perhaps for their Uncle
Lewis, another prominent Rockport
landowner.

Realty Reality:

Questions From Qur

by Maggie Fraley

From the Observer Deck Online,
Rick U. asks: “Can the number of rental
units surrounding a home affect its
resale?”

If the rental units aren’t new since
the home’s previous purchase, any new
resale price will reflect the same loca-
tion again. Homes near rentals may be

Observer Readers

priced less than a similar home in other
locations, but the more affordable pric-
ing attracts other buyers. Curb appeal,
new Kkitchens/baths, and mechanical
updates affect resale, too. So review-
ing the current market (homes that
sold, those that haven’t, their loca-
tion, amenities and condition), will
identify the most likely list price for
a successful resale.

(# Prudential Lucien Realty

“YOUR NEIGHBORS WORKING FOR YOU...”

Lakewood Real Estate Information
(According to Multiple Listing Service)

by Kathy Lewis
MARCH 2006 2007
Condominiums Closed 12 12
Condominiums Pending
(Under Contract) 0 3

Interesting Fact....
* Single-Family Homes Closed With Sale Price Over

$500,000 Since January 1, 2006: 13

1239 Gladys Ave.
$139,800

Terrific kitchen &
updated décor make
this a must-see

home! Gleaming oak
woodwork, hardwood
floors. All appliances
included. Most windows
replaced. Call to see!
Kathy Lewis

216-226-4673 ext.2060

Location and value!
Lots of potential in this
2BR colonial. Close to

library, shopping, new |

middle school. Newer
mechanicals and low
maintenance exterior.
Needs your cosmetic
touch! www.valsinfo.
com www.valsinfo.com
Valerie Mechenbier
216-226-4673 ext.2023

1556 Westwood
$85,900

This fixer upper will be
worth your efforts. Very
spacious eat in kitchen

| with alovely living

room an dining room. 3
bedrooms 1 bath adjacent

| to the new school. Roll

up your sleeves and bring

Wonderful 3 family with [

stable tenants. Great

neighborhood street

with much higher priced
property. Call today for
your private showing.

Sunny Updegrove [

(216) 401-3353

your checkbook! sunnyup1@cox.net
Sunny Undegrove www.SunnySellsLakewood.com
13304 Hazelwood (2“16)"40':_3353 1307 Hathaway
$69;000 sunnyup1@cox.net $164)900

www.SunnySellsLakewood.com

1523 Lauderdale
$138,500

If you just drive-by,
you’ll miss this stunning
Victorian interior.

Pretty as a picture and ]

totally updated. Hickory

Kitchen/granite, hdwd J§

Gleaming inlaid flrs/ wdwk. Newer
floors, woodwork, oak furnace,A/C, roof. This
columns and gorgeous is a stunning home that
staircase. Huge eat-in is a pleasure to see.
kitchen with stainless Sunny Updegrove

appliances. Great deck for
summertime relaxing.
Sunny Updegrove

(216) 401-3353

(216) 401-3353
sunnyupi1@cox.net
www.SunnySellsLakewood.com

3418 W. 98th St.
$88,500.

Lease option!
5bdrm/2.5 bath
Colonial, newly
refinished hardwood
floors, Call Andy for
qualification info.
Andy Tabor
216.235.5352

13822 Clifton
$233,000

andr cox.net, www.
andytabor.com.

Pay yourself, not your
Landlord! Call Andy
for rent to own options.
Andy Tabor

216.235.5352
andreastabor@cox.net, www.
andytabor.com.

13316 Hazelwood
$99,000

WOW! Another “special
financing” opportunity!
Call Andy for details.
andreastabor@cox.net,
www.andytabor.com.
Andy Tabor

216.235.5352
andreastabor@cox.net, www.
andytabor.com.

Duplex in desirable
Baltic area. Some
wonderful updates
completed in owner’s
suite. (Kitchen & bath)
Some TLC for you to
finish. Call for your
private showing.

Sunny Updegrove

(216) 401-3353

2117 Carabel S G 1317 W. 110
$144,900 www.SunnySellsLakewood.com $140,000’s
Incredible oak Century Home -
woodwork includes many updates
unique window 4 bedrms, 3 baths,

1230 Lakeland Ave.
$143,900

moldings, built-in
cabinets flanking
fireplace, and dining
room buffet. Even

| the doors are special!

Experience something
different—call today.
Kathy Lewis
216-226-4673 ext.2060

fin 3rd floor
View the best of both

worlds in this big, |

beautiful house!
www.MaggiesHomePage.info
Let’s talk...

Maggie Fraley
216.226.4673 x 2016

1445 Grace
$205,00-224,876

Visit www.lucienrealty.com for photos and Real Estate Information

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Classifieds/Advertisements

Classified ads can be placed online using your credit card at www.lakewoodobserver.com
under classifieds or by stopping in to the Lakewood Observer office at 14900 Detroit Ave., suite #205.

Car 2
3

* LANDSCAPING » MAINTENANCE
* TREE PRUNING & REMOVAL
* PATIOS « DECKS * FENCES
* TOPSOIL  MULCH = STONE

TREE &
J LANDSCAPE
SERVICES

WEEKEND & NIGHT
DELIVERY AVAILABLE

1-216-526-3954

E & D’s
Lawncare
High School and College
Students in 3rd year of
work. Weekly Mowing, yard

work, etc.

Call Eddie
216-408-5824
or Dan
216-408-9037
edlandscapingco@yahoo.
com

s Sl

A RELIABLE CONSTRUCTION

SERVING LAKEWOOD & SURROUNDING
COMMUNITY FOR OVER 25 YEARS

SPRINGTIME PROPERTY REPAIRS
AND VIOLATIONS CORRECTED
FULL SERVICE REMODELING
ALL CARPENTRY PROJECTS

VINYL SIDING
CHIMNEY & STEP TUCKPOINTING

FULLY BONDED , REGISTERED & INSURED
FREE QUOTES / REFERENCES / WRITTEN GUARANTEE

YELLOW PAGES ADVERTISER
MEMBER BBB

216 221-0012

Free Online
Classified Ads
All Summer!

www.lakewoodobserver.com
under ‘classifieds’

Great Spring Deals On Used Cars at
Steve Barrny Buick

02 Lincoln LS, V6, 18K Miles,
$16,995 So Much Luxury...

03 Chevrolet onte Carlo SS,
25K Miles, Moonroof, $14,995

02 Honda Accrd EX Coupe, ]
Leather 36K Miles, $15,495

STEVE BAmyy Blick

02 Chrysler PT Cruiser, 38K
Miles, Touring Edt. $8995

03 Saturn Vue, 29K Miles,
FWD, 4CYL, $11,995 SAVE$S$S

BUICK

01 Acura CL, Clean, Loaded,
Moonroof, Bose spkrs. $13,995

STEVE g 3
g HF}!IU:‘

02 VW Beetle GLS, 25K Miles,
Auto, $11,995. Cute & Ready!

03 Ford Focus ZX3, 38K Miles,
Auto, Gas Saver, $9995

Cadillac Seville STS, 20K
Miles, Mock Top, $21,995

98 Jeep Wrangler Sport, 4X4,
Red, Tan Top $8995. FUN!

*REBATE REFLECTS AVAILABLE COUPONS & INCENTIVES ON 06/07 NEW BUICKS EXCEPT TERAZZA

Steve Barry

02 Porsche Boxster, 17K Miles,
$29,500. Dream Car!

02 Buick Park Ave, Loaded,
Hurry, $9995. Rare & Ready!

BullCi<C

BEYOND PRECISION"

Becck

16000 DETROIT AVE. LAKEWOOD

216-221-9420

www.stevebarrybuick.com

Samsons Hair Salon

is looking for a full-time hair stylist.
Manager’s license is required.
Call 226-Hair (226-4247)
13808 Detroit Ave

Mama Mia’ s
Pizza & More

OPEN FOR LUNCH !

216-226-400(

Anderson Transportations Services

Taxi * Limousines * Event Planning
Airport * Weddings * Concerits * CASINO TRIPS!!!

All your entertainments needs under one roof!

(216) 376.6018 * (440) 521-2345

DiaMOND CLEANING CoO.
FLAWLESS JANITORIAL SERVICES

COMMERCIAL & |INDUSTRIAL
BoNDED & INSURED

CLEVELAND, OHIO
2lsez2l3.28683

Dial
Hear
Voicemail

Do it all with Cox.

The phone service that gives you more of it!

Save $150* when you select either

Cox Unlimited Connection or Cox Connection 100

call 216-535-3500 o O)/K

and menfion code APRO7CDT
COMMUNICATIONS

Visit www.coxcleveland.com for additional offers.

*(ffer expires 4,/30,/2007. Offer only good o new Cox Digital Telephone customers. Limited fime offer available only to new Cox Connection 100 and Cox
Unlimited Connection Digital Telephone customers in Cox Cleveland residential, wired, serviceable areas. $150 discount.will appear as a $15 discount on the
customer bill for 10 months. After10smonh period; regular.rates for.all services.and-equipment-will apply (currentty $33.95 for Cox Connection 100 and
$47.95 for Cox Unlimited Connection). Al rates exclude tuxes and surcharges and are subject to change. Call 216-535-3500 if you choose fo cancel order
before regular rate applies. Telephone modem equipment required. Modem with battery backup will be provided and installed by Cox. Modem and battery
backup shall remain the property of Cox and must be returmed upon discontinuation of service. If modem s disconnected or removed, o battery is not charged
or otherwise fails, telephone service, including access to emergency 911 services, will not be available. Installation, inside wiring, jacks, activation fees, and
surcharges may be additional. Unlimited long distance minutes are limited to directdialed long distance calls within the U.S., Puerto Rico, Guam, U.S. Virgin
Islands and Northern Mariana Islands and requires Cox local, toll and long distance service. Excessive long distance usage may subject account to review.
Other restrictions apply. Telephone service is provided by Cox Ohio Telcom, L.L.C., an affiiate of Cox Communications, inc. © 2007 Cox Communications, Inc.
Al rights reserved. JAB10125-05 4,/07 ©2007 SPECTRUM MARKETING, LLC
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