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Staff Writer

On January 31, 2008, the Lakewood 
Democratic Club hosted the Northeast 
Ohio Democratic Presidential Straw 
Poll which was held at the Lakewood 
Masonic Temple. Sponsored by a 
number of Democratic groups and indi-

viduals, Barack Obama won the vote 
count by a wide margin over second 
place winner Hillary Clinton. A straw 
poll is considered an unofficial barome-
ter of the mood of Democrats in Ohio as 
of this date. The Master of Ceremonies 
for the evening was Lakewood’s own 
Tom Bullock, with Lakewood also being 
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Lakewood Democrats Host Northeast Ohio Straw Poll

Barack Obama Wins Big With Voters

well represented by Mayor Ed Fitzgerald. 
Congressman and recent Democratic 
presidential candidate Dennis Kucinich 
was also in attendance and spoke to an 
enthusiastic audience. Other candidates 
for office and their supporters shared 
the podium and gave their remarks as 
well.

Lakewood Observer columnist 
Gary Rice opened the event with the 
“Star Spangled Banner” on his musi-
cal saw.

Entertainment was provided by 
Lakewood’s own Gary and Linda 
Cavano, a husband and wife vocal 
duo.
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by Jessica Klein
Lakewood Hospital, in coordi-

nation with WeShare (the West Side’s 
Association of Paramedics and Life 
Squads) have installed 12-lead EKG 
technology in their Emergency Depart-
ments to assist Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) first responders. The 
equipment was purchased with funds 
raised through the annual Straight from 

the Heart event and raffle that benefits 
the hospitals’ cardiac programs. 

The 12-lead EKG equipment allows 
EMS responders to provide faster care 
to patients experiencing a coronary syn-
drome. An EKG reads electronic signals 
released by the heart providing a “pic-
ture” of what is happening. The “picture” 
is sent wirelessly from a monitor in the 
ambulance to Fairview and Lakewood 

Hospital Emergency Departments (ED). 
The ED physician receives the vital diag-
nostic report from the rescue team as the 
patient is being transported to the hos-
pital. EMS crews also have the option of 
entering other patient data before arriv-
ing at the hospital. 

“Providing high-quality emergency 
medicine to our West Side communities 
has always been a top priority for us,” 
said Fred DeGrandis, CEO and president 
of Cleveland Clinic Regional Hospitals. 
“By making the 12-lead EKG technol-
ogy available at our hospitals and local 
EMS, lives will be saved. I’d like to thank 
everyone who has supported our annual 
Straight from the Heart fundraising 
efforts – your generosity is making a sig-
nificant difference in the community.” 
In addition to the hospitals’ 12-lead EKG 
system, funds were also used to purchase 
four defibrillators and monitors that 
were donated to the City of Lakewood 
Emergency Rescue Squads. 

“The 12-lead EKG technology 
enables paramedics to more clearly 
identify when a patient is suffering 
from a coronary event, treat them more 
aggressively in the field and give the 
hospital more advanced notice to be 
prepared for a heart attack patient when 
they arrive,” says Laura Dollison, D.O., 
medical director, Lakewood Hospital 

Emergency Department. “Early identi-
fication of a heart attack allows us time 
to prepare clot dissolving medication 
while the patient is being transported 
to the hospital. When administered 
early, the blood flow to the heart may be 
restored more quickly resulting in less 
or no damage to the heart muscle.” 

Lakewood Hospital Implement 12-lead Ekg Monitoring System For 
West Side Rescue Teams Thanks To Straight From The Heart Funds

Left to right – Jack Gustin, president of Lakewood Hospital; Matt Burke, City of 
Lakewood EMS supervisor; Chief Larry Mroz, Fire Chief, City of Lakewood; Bill 
Sillasen, EMS director, Cleveland Clinic Regional Hospitals

continued on page 6
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by Adeline Bailey

Officials at Marietta College have 
announced the Dean’s High Honors 
List for the fall 2007 semester. Any 
full-time Marietta College student 
completing at least 15 credit hours with 
a grade point average of 3.50 or higher 
in a given semester is recognized as a 
Dean’s High Honors List student for 
that semester.

The following Lakewood resi-
dents have been named to the fall 2007 
Dean’s High Honors List:

Nicholas A. Aylward, class of 2008. 
Aylward is the son of Barbara and Kevin 

Aylward of Lakewood, Ohio. A gradu-
ate of Lakewood High School, Aylward 
majors in history at Marietta.

Alyssa M. Endress, class of 2010. 
Endress is the daughter of Tina and Jeff 
Endress of Lakewood, Ohio. A gradu-
ate of Lakewood High School, Endress 
majors in early childhood education at 
Marietta.

Heather A. Helbig, class of 2011. 
Helbig is a graduate of Lakewood High 
School, majoring in Spanish at Marietta.

Andreas C. Tabor, class of 2009. 
Tabor is a graduate of Lakewood High 
School, majoring in graphic design at 
Marietta.

Located in Marietta, Ohio, at the 
confluence of the Muskingum and Ohio 
rivers, Marietta College is a four-year 
liberal arts college. Tracing its roots 
to the Muskingum Academy begun in 
1797, the College was officially char-
tered in 1835. Today Marietta College 
serves a body of 1,300 full-time stu-
dents. The College offers more than 40 
majors and has been listed among Bar-
ron’s Best Buys in College Education 
and Peterson’s Competitive Colleges, 
and has been recognized as one of the 
top regional comprehensive colleges by 
U.S. News and World Report and The 
Princeton Review.

Lakewood High Graduates Named To Marietta 
College Fall 2007 Dean’s High Honors List

by Patty Ryan

The Lakewood Chamber of Com-
merce and the Lakewood City Schools 
Community Education and Recreation 
Department are excited to bring the 
LAKEWOOD  HOME SHOW back to 
Lakewood on March 8 and 9.

 Many of your local businesses 
are exhibiting and can assist and 
educate you with anything from the 

basement to the roof! For an up to 
date list of exhibitors visit www.
lakewoodhomeshow.com. 

Businesses are lining up to have 
exhibits at the show, which will take 
place at the NEW Harding Mid-
dle School, 16601 Madison Avenue. 
“We’re extremely pleased with the 
response from our business commu-
nity, residents, and city. The Home 
Show will bring commerce, commu-

nity, and our school system together 
for an event that will positively effect 
our area,” says Kathy Berkshire, CEO 
and President of the Lakewood Cham-
ber of Commerce.

This year’s show will feature both 
information and entertainment. Visit 
the show to learn about topics such 
as Designing with Annuals, How to 
make your Home “Green”, Feng Shui, 
Home Revitalization, and more! If 
you are looking to purchase a home, 
we will be hosting a Home Buy-
ing seminar on Saturday. For your 
entertainment, join us throughout 
the show to see and hear some of our 
areas fine young musicians!

Mark your calendar for March 8 
and 9. The Home Show runs Saturday 
March 8 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Sunday March 9 from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tickets for the LAKEWOOD HOME 
SHOW are just $5 (parking is free and 
kids under 18 are free), are available 
online now, and will be soon at the 
Lakewood Chamber of Commerce at 
14701 Detroit Road.

For more information visit www.
lakewoodhomeshow.com. Your Sub-
urb…Your Home Show.  See you there!

Lakewood Home Show Returns This March

by Mark McNamara

On Wednesday, January 30, 2007, 
a couple on Arthur Avenue was awak-
ened at about 1:30am by high winds 
and a loud crashing sound.  They 
found that a large section of the oak 
tree in their front yard had fallen. The 
tree smashed the couple’s car which 
was parked in the driveway.

And I Haven’t Had 
My Coffee Yet

Staff Writer

Winterhurst Ice Rink will hold 
a special Pizza Skate from 1:00-3:00 
p.m. on Monday, February 18, 2008 to 
celebrate Presidents’ Day.  Admission 
is $4.00 for Lakewood residents and 
$5.00 for non-residents.  Price includes 
the skating session, one slice of pizza 
and one can of pop.  Skate rental is 
available for an additional cost. 

 Advance tickets are on sale at the 
Winterhurst ticket booth.  Pizza and 

pop is limited to the first 350 people.  
Coupons and passes will not be hon-
ored for this session. 

 Winterhurst Ice Rink, North-
east Ohio’s Premier Ice Rink, is owned 
and operated by the City of Lakewood.   
With a double rink configuration, it is 
one of the largest and most unique year-
round municipal skating facilities in 
the country.  Winterhurst offers public 
skating, hockey, broomball, speed skat-
ing, figure skating, Learn To Skate and 
Adapted Learn To Skate sessions. 

For more information contact Win-
terhurst Ice Rink at (216) 529-4400. 

Winterhurst To Hold Holiday 
Pizza Skate 

“We Love Dennis”
Valentine’s Fun Raiser 

with Sean Penn
Sunday, February 17, 2008       3:30 pm - 6:00 pm

 I-X Center, One I-X Center Drive, 
Cleveland, OH 44135

 

Purchase tickets online at 
www.kucinich.us or call 216.252.9000

 

 $1,000 - Special reception and photo with Sean Penn
$100 - Admission and photo with Sean Penn

$25 - General admission  
$15 - Young people 10-17 years (Children under 10 years free)

  

Food, refreshments and entertainment included in entrance fee
Paid for by the Re-elect Congressman Kucinich Committee

Best Fish Fry
In Lakewood?
by Jim O’Bryan

One afternoon, John Brinkman  
was telling me how good his lunch was 
at the Hylander on Detroit. I men-
tioned I used to go there once in awhile 
for their Fish Fry. He smiled and said 
“Best Fish Fry In Town.”

I thought back to how Ed and 
Gladys Favre would ask Deb and I 
to join him for the “Best Fish Fry In 
Lakewood” at Around the Corner. 
Or my neighbor would ask if I wanted 
to join him for the “Best Fish Fry In 
Lakewood” at Merry Arts. While I like 
the one Tom serves at Mahall’s?

QUESTION OF THE DAY(s)
Where do you think the Best Fish 

Fry In Lakewood Is?
http://lakewoodobserver.com
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Lakewood City Council

Stan Austin
City Council Reporter

THE CITY OF LAKEWOOD
DIVISION OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR THE 
FOLLOWING PROGRAMS:

HOME PROGRAM – First-time homebuyer down 
payment assistance. $7,500.00 for a condo, 
$10,000.00 for a single and $14,000.00 for a double. 
Call to attend a seminar.

OPERATION PAINTBRUSH – Free paint and labor 
for low income, owner occupied, singles and doubles.

LOW INTEREST HOME IMPROVEMENT LOAN –
3% Loan for owner occupied homes.

DEFERRED LOAN – 0% Home improvement loan 
for owner occupied homes. Minimum age, 62, whole 
house inspection required.

CALL 529-4663 TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY
ALL PROGRAMS HAVE INCOME GUIDELINES

THE CITY OF LAKEWOOD
DIVISION OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR THE 
FOLLOWING PROGRAMS:

HOME PROGRAM – First-time homebuyer down 
payment assistance. $7,500.00 for a condo, 
$10,000.00 for a single and $14,000.00 for a double. 
Call to attend a seminar.

OPERATION PAINTBRUSH – Free paint and labor 
for low income, owner occupied, singles and doubles.

LOW INTEREST HOME IMPROVEMENT LOAN –
3% Loan for owner occupied homes.

DEFERRED LOAN – 0% Home improvement loan 
for owner occupied homes. Minimum age, 62, whole 
house inspection required.

CALL 529-4663 TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY
ALL PROGRAMS HAVE INCOME GUIDELINES

At 7:34 Council President Dever 
called the January 22, 2008 meeting 
to order. The first docket item was the 
committee of the whole report which 
recommended appointing Brian Pow-
ers to the vacant council at large seat. 
Council received the report then passed 
a resolution to appoint Powers to fill the 
remaining two years of that seat’s term.

Mayor Ed FitzGerald performed 
the honors of swearing in the new coun-
cil member under the watchful gaze of 
Powers’ wife and two daughters.

With that seat filled, this marks the 
first time in the last several years that 
all of the council members have served 
fewer than two full four year terms.

Mike Dever has served since 
November of 2003, slightly over four 
years. Mary Louise Madigan was just 
reelected and starting on her fourth 
year. Kevin Butler was elected to the 
ward one post in November 2005 to 
fill the remainder of a term and was 
reelected this past fall giving him two 
years. Nickie Antonio was elected to an 
at large seat at the same time as Butler 
giving her two years tenure, also. Mike 
Summers (ward three), and Tom Bull-
ock (ward two) were just elected. And, 
as noted above, Brian Powers (at large) 
was just appointed.

Will that unique characteristic 
have an impact on how the city govern-
ment of Lakewood operates?

To answer that question it might 
be helpful to reexamine some of the 
basic theories underlying the structure 
of our units of government.

Perhaps the most basic principle 
which has informed our governmen-
tal structures has been the principle of 
checks and balances. By establishing 
processes which employ these tech-
niques it has always been hoped that all 
sides of an argument and all proposals 
will be heard and examined without a 
majority or minority monopolizing or 
dictating governmental actions.

Taking this down to the local level, 
Lakewood of course has a traditional 
legislature and executive in order to 
have checks and balances. But, also, 
through the balancing of council juris-
dictions (three at large and four ward) 
and staggering terms (elections every 
two years with at large or ward seats 
contested) the majority of council can 
almost be changed every two years. 
This also has the advantage of retain-
ing either three or four members every 
two years for continuity. This is in con-
trast, to make a comparison, of the old 
City of Cleveland model in which all 33 
council members ran every two years 
for election with the result of constant 
politicking and turmoil. In Lakewood 

multi-term tenure on council was the 
norm for at least the last 30 years.

In this most recent election, 
through circumstance or deliberate 
choice, voters have put in place this 
council of relatively short service. The 
ward two contest serves to illustrate 
this point. The candidates – Tom Bull-
ock and Dan Shields – would have been 
first termers. However, in the campaign 
Bullock emphasized his new or fresh 
outlook while Shields emphasized his 
long service to the community. Bullock 
narrowly edged out Shields in that race. 
That race seemed to be the model for 
the other races either implicitly if there 
was little competition or explicitly.

Part of this theme of a new or 
fresh look at the way the City oper-
ates has carryover implications for 
this year’s budget. How a campaign 
slogan will translate into dollars 
and cents will be determined in the 
budget hearings. While council has 
been attending to the necessary 
organizational tasks it has also been 
intensively involved in the budgeting 
process. The meetings are conducted 
on a department by department basis 
and serve to set the framework of the 
city’s operations for the next year. 
Those meetings are being covered in 
the Lakewood Observer in a series 
of special articles written by Steve 
Hoffert, who brings a background of 
municipal employment to help ana-
lyze the budgeting process.

Experience-Is It Important?

For nearly four years, our readers 
have looked to Stan Austin for what 
is perhaps the most in-depth cover-
age of Lakewood city council that any 
news organ has ever provided. Over 
the years Austin has worked hard to 
deliver a timely report of nearly every 
council meeting. He has done so - like 
all LO writers, editors and photogra-
phers - as a volunteer.

With the exception of Jeff 
Endress’s “Chef Geoff” column and 
until recently, Gordon Brumm’s 
work in “Minding the Issues”, no 
other writer has been as dedicated 
to the consistent production of 
material for the LO on a bi-weekly 
basis.

I commend Stan Austin, Jeff 
Endress and Gordon Brumm for 
their dedication to the project and 
encourage new columnists and 
writers to follow their example.

Because of my respect for Aus-
tin’s work, I am taken back by his 
most recent council report, “Expe-
rience - Is It Important?”, which 
is printed in this issue of the LO. 
The article is a speculative com-
mentary on council’s “unique 
characteristic,” stemming from a 
lack of “multi-term experience,” 
rather than a factual account of the 
business carried out during the last 
meeting. Austin comments on how 
this “unique characteristic” threat-
ens “checks and balances” and the 
“values and traditions” which have 
informed best practices in councils 
past.

In hope of clarifying Austin’s 
stance, I aggressively pursued first 
the amendment of his work fol-
lowed by a laundry list of critical 
questions and qualifications for 
which I requested answers and 
explanations.

Austin refused both attempts, 
stating in email correspondence 
that the article “stands on its own. 
It needs no ‘defense’.” He asserts 
that my imposition of such an edi-

torial process is nothing more than 
a desperate attempt at imposing my 
own bias through “micro-manage-
ment”.

The bias I am holding here is 
one that questions presumptions 
and values a balanced approach to 
the LO’s coverage of the new coun-
cil and the new administration.

I contend that Austin has 
become an authoritative, if biased, 
voice on the business of local 
government. With such author-
ity comes a great responsibility to 
deliver truth in the broadest, most 
objective sense.

As restated below, I see the 
essential problem with this arti-
cle being that Austin is making an 
argument without wanting it to be 
recognized as such. He would like 
his presumptions about experience 
and “check and balances” to be read 
as facts when his assertions, defini-
tions and logic are in my editorial 
view lacking validation. This is the 
basis of my objection to calling this 
submission a council report, on a 
LO page officially marked with the 
header “ Lakewood City Council”.

Below the reader will find my 
laundry list of requests, questions 
and qualifications which Austin 
has refused to consider. The reader 
will need to have read Austin’s col-
umn in order to progress through 
the below printed list of editorial 
suggestions. I have indicated the 
paragraph(s) to which each point 
corresponds in parenthesis.

Editorial suggestions, criti-
cism and comments sent from Dan 
Slife to Stan Austin via email on 
1/31/08:

[5] Define the “unique charac-
teristic”. What is it?

[6, 7 & 8]  You confuse these 
“basic theories”(include principles, 
which you’re using interchangeably 

Managing The Grand Stan
by Dan Slife - Editor

continued on page 6
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Lakewood Public Library

Rozi’s Wine House
14900 Detroit Avenue • 216-221-1119  www.rozis.com

Silent Auction, prizes, and a great cause! $25.00 admission per person
will be collected at the door. No reservation required.

�ursday Night, February 7th, 6-9pm
Featuring Tom Rees, Winemaker,  St. Supery Vineyards, Napa Valley

&  Very Special Chef, Matt Harlan, Lolita (Cleveland)

Jordan’s Family Foundation’s
3rd Annual Charity Tasting

for 
Congenital Heart 

Disease Awareness 

by LaTasha Redding

Did you know that the Lakewood 
Public Library offers patrons e-mail 
notification for reserves and overdue 
accounts? That’s right; you can now be 
notified via e-mail about the availabil-
ity of reserved items and be reminded 
to return past due library materials. By 
visiting lakewoodpubliclibrary.com/
notifyme and using the code on the 

back of your library card, or by visiting 
the Customer Service desk at the Main 
Library or Madison Branch, you can 
sign up to: receive almost instant noti-
fication of available holds; reduce some 
of your wait time for items you have 
on reserve; save on late fees; and help 
reduce paper usage which is both cost 
effective and environmentally friendly. 
Be sure to visit us and give us your e-
mail address today.

Lakewood Public Library Services: 

E-mail Notification

by Martha Wood

Sunday, February 10 at 2 p.m., the 
musical duo, Sunday in the Park, will 
perform a program of romantic songs 
and melodies for Lakewood Public 
Library’s “Sunday with the Friends” 
series. Sunday in the Park is made up 
of Christopher and Karen Ellicott, 
both 1993 graduates of Baldwin-Wal-
lace College Conservatory.

Christopher studied guitar with 
Dr. Loris Chobanian, Professor of 
Composition and Guitar and the Com-
poser-in-Residence at Baldwin-Wallace 
College Conservatory. Christopher 
currently teaches guitar at Baldwin-
Wallace, The Beck Center in Lakewood 
and TrueNorth Cultural Arts Center 
in Avon Lake. He is a founding board 

member of the Greater Cleveland Clas-
sical Guitar Society.

Karen has played the clarinet for over 
20 years. She studied with Louis Gan-
gale and Alan Squire, both of the Ohio 
Chamber Orchestra. She is the direc-
tor of music at North Royalton United 
Methodist Church. The Ellicotts stud-
ied voice with Joyce Koch, cofounder of 
the Koch School, now a part of The Beck 
Center music education program.

Christopher and Karen began per-
forming together in recitals when they 
were students at B-W. After gradu-
ation they performed professionally 
at weddings, dinners, receptions and 
other parties. Their first public con-
certs were sponsored by the Cleveland 
Metroparks and were usually held on 
Sunday afternoons at various nature 

centers. In October 1997, after Chris-
topher and Karen were married, they 
chose the very apt performance name 
of Sunday in the Park. Join them in 

Love Is In The Air At Lakewood Public Library

Sunday With the Friends New Main Library Auditorium 2:00 p.m. February 
10 Love is in the Air! As in “Sunday in the Park,” Karen and Christopher Ellicott 
present an elegant afternoon of romantic songs and melodies with guitar, clarinet 
and voice performed by two classically trained musicians.

Lakewood Public Cinema Casablanca (1942), Directed by Michael Curtiz, 
ALL AGES Everybody comes to Rick’s – Nazis, pickpockets and even old lovers. 
Humphrey Bogart plays a former a freedom fighter who thought he left both love 
and America behind, drowning his sorrows in a gin joint. But then Ingrid Bergman 
comes back into his life on the arm of her hero husband. This film is required view-
ing for anyone who ever thought they had a handle on love, and for those struggling 
under the burden of a broken heart. Saturday, February 16 at 7:00 p.m. in the new 
Main Library Auditorium

Friends of Lakewood Public Library Book Sale, Saturday February 9 from 9 
a.m. – 5 p.m. at Omni 13000 Athens Avenue . This sale will include bargain books 
at $3.00 per bag and all books including the “better” books at ½ price.

Family Weekend Wonders Make the library a part of your family weekend 
time with programs featuring stories, activities, music and crafts for children. Our 
staff will provide materials and ideas for families wishing to continue reading and 
storytelling at home. The programs are free and there is no need to register in 
advance. Choose the day and time most convenient for you.

Upcoming Themes:
February 8, 9, 10  Hugs and Kisses
February 15, 16, 17  Friends Forever*
Day  Time*
Friday  10:30 a.m., 2:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m.
Saturday  10:30 a.m., 2:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m.
Sunday  2:00 p.m.
In the Madison Branch auditorium
Homework ER: for students in kindergarten through eighth grade- Tuesday, 

September 4, 2007 – Thursday, May 22, 2008 Need a little extra help with your 
homework or just want a cool place to work? We transform part of the library into 
the Homework ER with helpers and a cart full of resources. Homework ER will be 

closed for school holidays and vacations. No need to register. Monday-Thursday, 
3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. at the Madison Branch

Four O’clock Club: for students in kindergarten through eighth grade- Tues-
day, September 4, 2007 – Friday, May 23, 2008 Join the Club! Come for a different 
activity each weekday. No need to register.

DAY TIME ACTIVITY 
Make-It-Take-It (craft day)  Monday 4:00 p.m.
Marvelous Mysteries (surprise day)  Tuesday  4:00 p.m.
Twist, Shout, Act It Out Wednesday 4:00 p.m.
Games Galore (game to play or make) Thursday 4:00 p.m.
Make-It-Take-It (craft day)  Friday 4:00 p.m.
At the Madison Branch

Lakewood Public Library Events Calendar

Lakewood Public Library’s auditorium 
on Sunday, February 10 for an hour 
of songs from the heart performed on 
guitar and clarinet.

· Fresh Lake Erie Perch
· Christmas Ale 
  Great Lakes Battered Cod
· Cabbage & Noodles
· Homemade Pierogies

FRIDAY
FISH
FRY

Starting
at 3 p.m.

FEB. 13th

18616-20 Detroit, Lakewood  216-521-4413
www.atccafe.com

AROUND THE CORNER

St. James Fundraiser

All proceeds to benefit St. James’ Community Meals

Entertainment by
Jim Klein & Mike Reilly
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Spilled Ink & Notices

Meeting in the Masonic Temple
15300 Detroit Avenue, Lakewood
216-221-6174
www.lakewoodnewlifechurch.org

Meeting in the Masonic Temple
15300 Detroit Avenue, Lakewood
216-221-6174
www.lakewoodnewlifechurch.org

Lakewood New Life is a non-denominational churchLakewood New Life is a non-denominational church

Join us Sundays @ 11am

LAKEWOODnewlife
C H U R C H

Join us Sundays @ 11am

A Place to Belong...
A Place to Become!
A Place to Belong...
A Place to Become!

15516 Detroit Avenue
Lakewood, Ohio  44107

www.revelationshairsalon.com

216-228-2966

Revelations Salon & Spa
Hair • Nails • Skin • Massage

Valentines’ Day Specials
Cupid’s Arrow

Half Hour Massage & Aveda Renewal Facial
$62.00

Treats For My Sweet
Chair Massage & Manicure

with Hand Massage
$30.00

Day of Love
One Hour Massage, Aveda Renewal Facial,

Aromatherapy, Pedicure 
& Manicure with Hand Massage 

$126.00

Togetherness
One hour couple massage

$95.00

Voted Best Hair Color by FOX 8 in 2007! 

by Mary Anne Crampton

Use a Lakewood CertifiCheck gift 
certificate to make a purchase at either 
Lakewood Discount Drug Mart during 
the month of February, and you will 
get one free 20-oz. soft drink or water!

Discount Drug Mart is an Ohio-
based company, and its two Lakewood 
stores are located at 11900 Detroit at 
Rockport Square and 15412 Detroit 
Avenue in our Main Street shopping 
district.

Lakewood CertifiChecks gift certif-
icates are part of a “buy local” campaign 

underwritten by LakewoodAlive and 
Main Street Lakewood. When residents 
support local businesses, they help to 
produce more jobs, income and tax 
receipts for our local community. It is 
also good for the environment when 
you shop close to home.

There are no fees associated with 
the checks, which are redeemable at 
full face value. Lakewood Gift Cer-
tificates can be purchased at Phoenix 
Coffee and Geiger’s Clothing & Sports. 
A list of participating merchants can 
be viewed at lakewoodalive.com. Buy 
local. Buy Lakewood.

Drug Mart Promotes 
Lakewood CertifiChecks

with theories) with “techniques”. 
To clarify, theory and practice 
are two related though essen-
tially different worlds. Technique 
belongs to the realm of practice.  
What techniques? Are we talking 
about governmental structure or 
political strategy?

[7] “Hoped” by whom?
[7] How is this thought 

concerning collaboration vs. uni-
lateralism logically connected to 
the “unique characteristic”?

[7 & 8] Again, WHO is making 
that connection? It is not logi-
cal to make a value judgment on 
one aspect within this dichotomy 
of collaboration vs. unilateralism 
in absence of context. There’s no 
explanation of a context which 
would lead the mindful reader to 
conclude that this “unique char-
acteristic” might threaten the 
theories and practices related to 
the balance of powers.

[7, 9 & 10] In politics there 
are winners and losers, Stan. 
Where is this going?

[8] What does it have to 
do with theory and practice? 
What does it have to do with the 
“unique characteristic”?

[8] Does the City Charter 
state that multi-term tenure is 
a pre-requisite for good govern-
ment, and/or the maintenance of 
balanced powers? Please show me.

[8] What is the connection 
between the staggering of terms, 
multi-term tenure, and the bal-
ance of powers? You fail to make 
any such connection. The concepts 
are all there, f loating in the ether, 
ill defined and disassociated.

[9 & 10] You are articulat-
ing the Change vs. Experience 
dynamic analogous to that driving 
the Obama vs. Hillary (respec-
tively) democratic contest. Should 
you be interested, you could build 
on this theme to bolster your rep-
utation as the council point man, 
people would love it. You would 
do well to articulate this themati-
cally throughout the piece and in 
an objective way, highlighting the 
benefits and pitfalls on each side.

However, the essential prob-
lem with this article is that you 
are making an argument with-
out wanting it to be recognized as 
such. You would like it to be read 
as fact when it’s actually debatable. 
This is the basis of my objection to 
calling this a council report, on a 
LO page officially marked with the 
header “Lakewood City Council”.

Each year coronary heart disease 
causes about 1.5 million Americans 
to suffer acute myocardial infarctions, 
resulting in about 500,000 deaths. Of the 
patients suffering these cardiac events, 
nearly 50 percent die before reaching a 
hospital. “We strive to have the best diag-
nostic tools available to treat our patients,” 
says John Tafuri, M.D., medical director, 
Fairview Hospital Emergency Depart-
ment. “This wireless technology allows us 
to be better prepared to provide the best 
and most effective care for the patient. If 
an intervention is necessary, we are able 
to have our expert cardiac team in place 
before the patient even arrives to our ED.”

Sponsored by Lakewood Hospital 
Foundation and the Community West 
Foundation, the fourth annual Straight 

from the Heart Raffle and Gala will 
once again benefit the cardiovascular 
programs at Fairview, Lakewood and 
Lutheran Hospitals on February 16. To 
learn more about the event or to purchase 
a raffle ticket, visit www.lakewoodhospi-
tal.org or www.fairviewhosptial.org

Founded in 1907, Lakewood Hos-
pital is a 400-bed acute care hospital 
located in the heart of Cleveland’s West-
shore communities. Lakewood Hospital 
offers a wide range of health services 
and education programs for women, 
men and children. Each year, Lakewood 
Hospital provides high-quality and 
innovative patient care for more than 
130,000 patients. In 1997, Lakewood 
Hospital became part of the Cleveland 
Clinic Health System, a partnership 
between the Cleveland Clinic Founda-
tion and nine community hospitals. 

From Left: Fred DeGrandis, CEO and president of Cleveland Clinic Regional Hospi-
tals, Kim Brill, Jackson Brill, Dr.David Brill D.O., Rocky River Mayor Pamela Bobst, 
Jack Gustin, president of Lakewood Hospital, open the new clinic in Beachcliff

continued from page 1

continued from page 4

Managing The Grand Stan
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FRIDAY FISH FRY
only $5.95

All Lent starting at 4:30 pm

FRIDAY FISH FRY
only $5.95

All Lent starting at 4:30 pm

Mahall’s Twenty Lanes
13200 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio (216) 521-3280

Wannabe Blonde Contest!
Open to ladies who mess up the towels
and sinks to do their own haircolor, or
who have never been blonde.
Send in your name and phone number
to Win A Salon Haircolor Appt.:
Carabel Beauty Salon & Store
15309 Madison Ave
Lakewood Oh 44107
ph 216 226 8616.

*Those Under the years 18 of age will need parent’s permission.

Lacey Paraphernalia16008 DETROIT AVE. LAKEWOOD, OH 44107 

        And
    Gift
Parlour

Nostalgic
        Decor
    Emporium

Offering
Whimsical Decor To

Suit Your Fancy
Leaded Glass

Jewlery
Candles

Art

FEATURING
• Victorian
• Garden
• Cottage
• Antique 
   To Chic

...And More
For The

Hopeless
Romantic

(216)228-LACE  TUES, WED, FRI, SAT 10-5:30, THURS 12-8

Wicker
Wall Decor

Dolls
Angels

Inspirational Books
Chantilly Bears

“Say Happy Valentines Day” by ordering a

From the Men of Independence
Barbershop Quartet
February 13, 14, 15

A Barbershop Quartet will personally deliver:

The Standard
$50

2 love songs
Rose or Candy

Card

Full Monty
$69

2 love songs
Rose or Candy

Card
2 Show Tickets!

The Men of Independence Annual Show
“A Night At the USO”

Saturday, March 1, 2008-7:30
World View Community Church

6941 Columbia Rod., Olmsted Falls, OH
info at: www.independencechapter.com

Schedule your surprise!

Call 440-372-1007
email: moisingvalentine@aol.com
Clip and mail your registration to:

VALENTINES  P.O. Box 670159  Northfield, OH  44067

I am sending a Singing Valentine to:
Name:________________________________________
Place of Performance:_______________________________
  Street Address       City

Sender’s Information
Name:________________________________________
Address:______________________________________
Phone:________________________________________
Requested Day & Time to sing:
Feb 13   Feb 14   Feb 15 9-12   12-2   2-4   4-6   6-9pm

Further Instructions:____________________
Enclosed is my check for:$_____for the _____package
Here is my MC or Visa # ___________________________

�ursday Night
Ladies Night

Any drink for girls: $2.50!

18514 Detroit Avenue, 
Lakewood, OH  44107
phone: 216-521-7684
fax: 216-521-9518 

NFL PLAYOFFS & SUPERBOWL
On Our 60” Plasma HDTV

Sunday 
Gourmet ala carte Brunch

Saturday Brunch
ala carte Breakfast & Lunch
“Create Your Own” 
Bloody Mary Bar

Coming Soon Feb 5, 2008:
Fat Tuesday

Food/Drink Specials & Giveaways

Coming Soon Feb 5, 2008:
Fat Tuesday

Food/Drink Specials & Giveaways

with the purchase of
1 month at regular price!

MAX TAN
TAN TO THE MAX WITH US!

15701 Detroit Avenue (located in Rosewood Place) 216-221-8052

* Base beds only. Not valid with any other offer, ask for details.

Gift Certificates Available Other offers available, call for details!

*FREE Month



Page 8	 The	Lakewood	Observer	 February 5, 2008

 Join	the	Discussion	at:	www.lakewoodobserver.com 

Lakewood Schools

by Renee Klann

As any kid in Maureen Marshall’s 
class can tell you, Saturday January 
12, 2008 was an extremely interesting 
day. That’s because the Invention Con-
vention was held at the Great Lakes 
Science Center. If you have never been 
to the Invention Convention, it’s a con-
test where kids present a one-of-a-kind 
invention to the judges. They compete 
for the Edison Award. The first tim-
ers from Lincoln School brought back 
three of the eight awards.

For the past few months, these 
Lincoln students have been busy devel-

oping everything from light-up pencil 
grips to bedtime glasses-holders. The 
Lincoln teachers chose eleven finalists 
from the inventions the kids brought 
to school. The lucky few went on to the 
Invention Convention. That is where 
Lincoln distinguished itself.

 My day at the Convention began 
at two P.M when the public is admit-
ted.  (Before that, judges interview the 
contestants and tally scores.) All the 
students there had impressive inven-
tions to say the least.  Judges must have 
had an extremely hard time! Which 
students would emerge as the winners, 
though? We were about to find out.

Next was the awards ceremony 
where many students were rewarded.  
Saige Rook of Lincoln School 
received Best of Show. Two other 
students in her class won first place 
in their grade levels.  Several other 
classmates won fifty dollar savings 
bonds at the ’Superior’ Level. They 
all did a wonderful job.

Now that the contest was over, the 
fun was not. In Lincoln’s front hallway 
all the finalists’ display boards were on 
display for the next week. Several other 
classes strolled through the exhibits. 
I, myself, got a chance to look at the 
boards, including Lindy Warren’s and 
Lauren Klann’s. All of the inventions 
demonstrated were useful and creative. 
What I saw told me it was a hard pro-
cess to create the final product.  It sure 
paid off.

Well, it’s entirely clear that Inven-
tion Convention was a learning 
experience. Lakewood should be proud 
and let’s hope that we will compete 
once again.

Mini Edisons Share Inventions

Valentine’s Day Special
Packages available Feb 1 - Feb 29

We Love Walk-Ins
Appointments Welcome

Now Open Friday Evenings

Gift Cards Available

Hours: 
Tues ,Thurs, Friday 9-8

Wed, Sat 9-4
16621 Madison Ave.   LAKEWOOD

216-521-HAIR

For The Ladies:
The Look Of Love: $40
Shampoo Cut & Style , Makeup

with participating stylists

For The Gents:
Cupid’s Arrow: $25
Relaxing Scalp Massage 
Treatment With Haircut

with participating stylists

by Linda Beebe

On Thursday evening, Janu-
ary 24, 2008, Dr. Charles Greanoff 
and his American History students 
from Lakewood High School met at 
the pavilion at Lakewood Park with 
twenty or so veterans of the Second 
World War, their friends, and some 
family members. Dr. Greanoff is a 
life-long Lakewood resident, gradu-
ate of Lakewood Schools himself, 
and is now a social studies teacher at 
Lakewood High School. He opened 
the evening by explaining that his 

students have been studying the Sec-
ond World War. He wanted them to 
meet and talk with veterans of that 
war first-hand, because the service of 
those veterans, the ones present and 
the others who had given their lives, 
was an object lesson in living for his 
students. He wanted his students not 
just to learn facts in a classroom, but 
to hear the stories behind those facts.

Among the Veterans who par-
ticipated was George H. Dennison, 
himself a veteran of the Vietnam 
War, who spoke proudly of his father 
and namesake, one of the original 29 

Navaho Code Talkers (again the sub-
ject of the social studies curriculum). 
Mr. Dennison’s father had been sworn 
to secrecy, and it wasn’t until shortly 
before he received the Gold Congres-
sional Medal of Honor in 2002 that his 
family know of the important role he 
played in the War.

Jim Quisenberry and other mem-
bers of the Joint Veterans Honor Guard 
and the Memorial Day Association 
demonstrated and explained the mili-
tary Flag Folding Ceremony. They also 
thanked the students from Lakewood 
High who assisted them in placing 

flags each Memorial Day on thousands 
of veteran’s graves. They reminded the 
audience that the veterans of the Second 
World War are getting older and fewer, 
and asked that more young people step 
up to assist in placing flags and honoring 
those who served their country well.

Tom Farkas who served in the 
Marines on Iwo Jima told the stu-
dents about his experience as a soldier, 
not much older than they themselves, 
caught up in the middle of a battle in 
a jungle where it was difficult to sort 
friend from foe.

Many people worry these days 
about Proficiency Tests and No Child 
Left Behind. They worry that the 
responsibility of the classroom teacher 
to prepare his or her students for tests 
will take away creativity, those class-
room activities that make learning 
enjoyable, and that encourage students 
to go on to be life-long learners.

However, watching these students 
left one with a very different impres-
sion. The students were enthusiastic, 
and the veterans were impressed with 
their knowledge and the research they 
had done on topics such as the Battle 
of the Bulge, the Japanese Internment 
Camps, Rosie the Riveter, the Battle of 
Iwo Jima, etc.

Here was a clear picture of 
what ought to be: a lesson taught 
that was clearly within the stan-
dards and benchmarks set for by 
the Ohio Department of Education. 
Obviously, Dr. Greanoff had been, 
“teaching to the test.” However, the 
lessons his students were learning 
went far beyond those standards 
and benchmarks. They were learn-
ing lessons for life and this moment 
in time – again quoting Dr. Greanoff 
– was, “Only the beginning of their 
inquiries.” 

World War Two Vets Teach Life Lessions
Student Erik Zirneskie talks with former Navy officer Robert Dennison. Tom Farkas tells the students of his experiences on Iwo Jima 
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Lakewood Sports

by Todd Shapiro

The Lakewood Rangers boy’s bas-
ketball team had the honor of hosting 
the top ranked team in Plain Dealer 
top-25 poll last Tuesday night. The 
Garfield Heights Bulldogs came into 
town riding high with a 14-0 record 
but had to battle to the end to defeat 
the  Rangers 79-68 in a Northeast Ohio 
Conference showdown. It was the sec-
ond time this season the Rangers had 
to battle the number one team; St. 
Edward also came into Lakewood’s 
east gymnasium on December 15 on 
top of the PD poll.

Forward Joshua Reagan came off the 
bench to lead the Rangers with 16 points. 
Reagan, a 6-4 senior, also grabbed nine 
rebounds. Joseph Mastrodonato contrib-
uted 15 points for Lakewood, including 
nine in the fourth quarter to lead a come-
back that saw the Rangers cut a 19-point 
Bulldog lead to just 7 points with 56 sec-
onds remaining in the game.

After trading baskets for most of 
the first period, Garfield Heights pulled 
out to a 10-point lead with five minutes 
remaining in the half. Carl Jones scored 
12 of his 18 points for the Bulldogs in 

the first half. Center Robert Wilson led 
Garfield Heights with 20 points. Wilson 
is headed to the University of Wisconsin 
next fall to play for coach Bo Ryan.

Although the Rangers fell to 8-7 
after Tuesday’s loss, they have nearly 
doubled last year’s win total and were 
rewarded with the fourth seed in the 
Brecksville sectional-district tour-

nament. Lakewood will open up 
tournament play February 19 at 6 pm 
against John Marshall. A win against 
the Lawyers and another against Graf-
ton Midview in the sectional final could 
set up a rematch with cross town rival 
St. Edward. The top-seeded Eagles open 
tournament play February 22 against 
the winner of the Berea-Parma game.

by Todd Shapiro

Back when Pat Duffy started 
wrestling at age 5, he never envisioned 
himself becoming one of the most pro-
lific wrestlers in Lakewood history. Fast 
forward to 2008:  Duffy, now a senior 
at Lakewood high School, looks set to 
rewrite the Rangers record book and 
end his high school career with a second 
consecutive trip to Columbus for the 
OHSAA state wrestling tournament.

“When I was a little kid I didn’t 
always take wrestling as seriously,” 
said Duffy, the Rangers 135-pound 
captain. However, once he got a taste 
of the excitement of the state tourna-
ment he knew he wanted a piece of the 
action. “Freshman year I attended the 
state tournament and I wanted to be 
on those mats, with all those people 
watching me. I knew that’s what I had 
to work for. That’s the goal of every 
wrestler to go to the state champion-
ships. If it isn’t your goal then why are 
you wrestling?”

Although Duffy had an excep-
tional freshman season, going 36-12 
and recording 12 pins, he knew he had 
to take the next step to become a cham-
pion. Ranger coach Vinnie Curiale 
felt Duffy had yet to reach his poten-
tial. “The coaches knew Pat could be 
this good,” said Curiale. “He just had 
to learn how to win consistently. He 
always had the skills he needed to mas-
ter the mental aspect of wrestling.”

Duffy has improved every season, 
going 36-10 as a sophomore and 48-6 
as a junior wrestling in the 130-pound 
weight division. As a junior Duffy also 
qualified for the OHSAA Division I 
state tournament. The mats that were 
his field of dreams just two years earlier 
became his personal playground.

“I don’t know how to explain how 
it felt,” Duffy said about his first match 
in the state tournament. “It took me 
about three minutes into the match 
to settle down and remember what I 
needed to do.” In that opening match 
Duffy jumped out to a 4-1 first period 
lead against Adam Hass of Jackson 
High School before losing 9-7 and fall-
ing into the consolation bracket. “Early 
in the match all I could think was, I got 
a takedown, I am at the State Tourna-

ment and I’m winning.” Duffy worked 
his way back onto the podium, finishing 
seventh, by winning two consecutive 
matches before falling to Cloverleaf ’s 
Kurt Wentink by a 5-4 margin.

Shortly after the end of that 
match Duffy knew what his goal 
would be for his senior year: to go 
undefeated. Heading into the inau-
gural Northern Ohio Conference 
tournament he is just that - 29-0.

Duffy cites preparation and hard 
work as reasons for his success. He 
began training for his final high school 
season while many of his classmates 
were busy lounging on the beach. 
Duffy spent 14 days refining his wres-
tling skills at the prestigious J Robinson 
wrestling camp at Edinboro University. 
It was at this camp Duffy learned the 
keys to success aren’t just takedowns, 
reversals and escapes. “I learned a total 
new definition of hard work. The hard 

work I put in there taught me how to 
keep my mind right when I am in a 
tough match.”

With 149 career victories and 
nearly another month of wrestling to 
go, Duffy finds himself just seven vic-
tories short of Matt Curley’s school 
record of 156. Duffy already holds the 
Lakewood record for takedowns (426) 
and falls (61). After he is done with his 
assault on the Lakewood High School 
record book, Duffy hopes to continue 
his involvement in the sport. While he 
is on the radar of a number of Division 
III programs, he hopes a strong show-
ing in Columbus will get the attention 
of Division I coaches. “I watched the 
Iowa-Ohio State match on television. It 
was so exciting with the great wrestling 
and the big crowds, I want to be a part 
of something like that.”

Duffy would also like to get into 
coaching when his wrestling days are 

done. “I want to teach young wrestlers 
basic technique, intensity and the 
importance of hard work. I see a lot 
of kids who could go on to be cham-
pions if they had a better grasp of the 
basics.” He has first-hand experience 
of the importance a coach can have 
on one’s career. “Coach Curiale is a 
great coach and a great person. He has 
pushed me hard and helped me get 
where I am now.”

Whatever the future has in store, 
Pat Duffy will have great memories of 
his senior year. “The best part has just 
been being around these guys. The long 
hours in the wrestling room, the bus 
rides, we always have fun. That what 
makes this team so great; we have fun, 
work hard and still get the job done.”

Coach Curiale hopes the best is yet 
to come to Duffy, “He has had a great 
career. Hopefully we can end it with a 
greater finish.”

Taking Down The Records

Rangers Run Bulldogs The Distance
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Lakewood Arts & EntertainmentPulse Of The City

Okay, so we’re not Miami Beach, and 
yes, I’m (hopefully) not in denial, and yes, 
I do “get it.” Still, I will make an unabashed 
claim that Lakewood’s weather is one of 
the best “weathers” around, at least here in 
Cuyahoga County.

The reasons are simple. In the first 
place, we live on a fairly low cliff near 
a lake, yet are still at a lower elevation 
than many of our southerly and easterly 
neighbors. Prevailing winds coming 
across the lake tend to hit that cliff 
and do the updraft thing, often hop-
ping that snow, ice, and nastiness right 
up and over our placid little rectangle 
of real estate, only to be driven inland 
and dropped right down on places like 
Parma and Seven Hills. Another rea-
son is that we sit on the narrow part 
of Lake Erie. Cities sitting on the geo-
graphic east end of a Great Lake (like 
Buffalo) often bear the brunt of what 
we fondly call “Lake effect” snows, as 
the winds have plenty of time to pick 
up the moisture from the lakes on their 
way to landfall.

I have one of these stories that 
school-age Lakewood children might 
not fully appreciate about Lakewood’s 
favorable weather position. The year 
that I retired from teaching, the 
Parma City School District (compris-

ing Parma, Parma Heights, and Seven 
Hills) called for a snow day. Like the rest 
of the staff, I was notified by phone at 
my Lakewood home in the wee hours of 
the morning about this event (and yes-
-now it can be told: Teachers love those 
snow days just as much as their students 
do!). Anyway, as I usually did on such 
days, I went down into the basement, 
grabbed the old snow suit, and got ready 
to plod my way through the snow to the 
shed to start up the old snowblower.

As I opened the side door, I was 
greeted by a strange sight. No snow. As I 

stepped outside for a look around, I also 
noticed that it was quite warm. Much 
too warm, in fact, for that snow suit. 
With a bewildered expression on my 
face, I went back into the house, took 
off the snow suit, and enjoyed a leisurely 
breakfast. Not long afterwards, and on 
Parma’s snow day, I cut the grass while 
in my shirt sleeves! Yes children, on that 
particular day, while you Lakewood stu-
dents sat attentively in your first-period 
classrooms, Parma students turned off 
their alarms and went back to sleep!

It seems that a frontal system blasted 
the higher elevations south and east of 
the city on that day. When I drove off 
to school the next day, the ground cover 
went from zero inches here in Lakewood 
to about eight fluffy inches of powder 
by the time I entered Hillside Middle 
School’s driveway in Seven Hills.

That’s not the only time I expe-
rienced this type of thing either. The 
jackets that I piled up in the back seat 
of the car during a week of commut-
ing between Seven Hills and Lakewood 
actually became a standing joke around 
my house. In Seven Hills, I would dress 

Lakewood’s Wild And (Usually) Wonderful Weather!

Wintry skies and Edgewater Park frame the Lakewood Gold Coast

for Alaska. By the time I got home, it 
felt like Tennesee.

Of course, there were other times 
when Lakewood did not escape violent 
weather conditions. On July 4th, 1969, 
a direcho came across the lake (unlike 
the rotating winds of a tornado, a dire-
cho’s winds are in a straight line) and 
knocked trees onto houses and cars. 
The storm caused many injuries and 
fatalities, including here in Lakewood, 
resulting in the death of one of my own 
school friends.

Once in awhile, snows will indeed 
hit us big-time. Several times last year, 
Lakewoodites will remember being hit by 
mammoth snowfalls, with drifting going 
to five feet in places, but fortunately these 
are rare events, and they usually do not 
last for very long. While we’re on that sub-
ject, I’ve got to hand it to our city crews. 
They really take care of our streets.

We live more or less halfway 
between the equator and the north 
pole. This gives us four distinct sea-
sons, and the probability of having very 
changeable weather just about all year 
long. I recall experiencing days when 
there was a variance of perhaps thirty 
degrees on our thermometers. Pre-
vailing wind patterns around here can 
change at the drop of a hat. I recall that 
a family friend visited from way up in 
Canada during one winter. Within a few 
days, she’d had enough of our weather 
and had to go home. Although in her 
town it often snowed much more than 
we experienced, she had never felt the 
deep, unremitting, damp cold of Lake 
Erie’s piercing winds. It was simply too 
cold for her down here in Lakewood!

So as we wait with baited breath 
for the blossoming daffodils, tulips, 
and dandelions, at least we do experi-
ence the winds of change around here, 
as we mark the pulse of our city.
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Gary Rice

Knowledgable

and Friendly

Sales & Service
We HaveSaltwaterFish

16821 Madison Ave.  (216)226-0886
MON - FRI  11-8 • SAT 10-6 • Closed Sundays

(One Block East Of Mckinley, Next To Convenient Store)

by Todd Shapiro

The Lakewood Rangers hockey 
team completed their most success-
ful regular season in recent history by 
both winning the Blue Central divi-
sional championship and earning a 
birth in the Division III Baron Cup 
tournament.

Under the tutelage of second year 
coach Josh Dress, the Rangers will head 
into tournament play with a record of 
16-4-4. Lakewood finished 9-0-1 in the 
Blue Central to win the league by a 2.5 
game margin over the Brooklyn Hurri-
canes. In ten league games the Rangers 
outscored their rivals 88-13. Senior 
goalie Bill Snyder delivered five shut-
outs in league play.

“Billy has been solid for us all 
season,” Dress said. “He knows he is 
responsible for the goal. Last year he had 
to share time but this year he stepped up 
and took ownership of the position.”

Snyder is one of seven seniors on this 
year’s team making the Rangers one of 
the most experienced teams in the Blue 
Division. Another senior, forward Sam 
Norris, led the Rangers with 48 points 
through the first 15 games of the sea-
son. Norris also led the Rangers in goals 
scored, lighting the lamp 26 times.

This year’s seniors have proved 
invaluable to the Rangers both on and 
off the ice. “This group has really worked 
hard,” Dress said. “These are the kids 
who were there for a lot of the losses over 

the years. They have worked hard to turn 
the program around. Seeing how much 
their senior season means to them has 
pushed the younger kids to help to make 
this season a successful one.”

While the first line of Norris, 
Wayne Burke and Will Weible has 
accounted for the majority of Lake-
wood’s scoring it is the depth of the 
second and third lines that allowed 
the Rangers to dominate opponents 
in Blue Division play. Another senior, 
Kyle Parker has been the leader of the 
second line. “Nobody hustles more 
than Kyle. He has been asked to skate 
with younger inexperienced play-
ers all-season. Kyle has accepted the 
challenge.”

Senior  Mark Shaw finished 
fourth on the team in goals scored 
(behind Norris, Burke and Weible) but 
according to Dress might be the most 
improved player on the team. “Mark 
has worked incredible hard this season. 
He is skating harder and consistently 
contributing to the offense.”

Lakewood was scheduled to 
begin their quest for their first Baron 
Cup Championship Monday against 
Garfield Heights. On January 20 the 
Rangers defeated the Bulldogs 4-0 
in the Parma High School MLK day 
tournament. OHSAA tournament 
play begins the week of February 11. 
The Rangers are in the Brooklyn dis-
trict tournament. For updated OHSAA 
tournament schedules visit ohsaa.org

Rangers Hockey Take Central 
Divisional Championship

Sports Continued...
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Clinton had sex with an intern in 
the closets down the hall from the Oval 
Office. Are you kidding me? He ignored 
the horrors in Africa. He called for lots 
of things. He was only saved by the glory 
of the resilient American economy.

Gore couldn’t remember how to 
smile and we got George W. This guy 
said he was against nation-building and 
over 3,500 soldiers have died calling him 
a liar. The deficit that increases under 
this man will never, ever be recaptured.

We are left with a nation at risk. 
Saudi Arabia owns Citibank; Dubai 
owns Merrill, Lynch; China owns our 
bonds; Japan owns our notes. We are 
the greatest debtor nation in the history 
of the world. More people watch Ameri-
can Idol than read a newspaper each day. 
Dancing with the Stars is the most highly 
rated show of the week and no one really 
cares about the lack of medical insurance 
for 50 million people. 50 million people.

So, I believe it is time to do one of 
the following: stop voting, vote them 
all out of office, or elect a black, female, 
Jew, Mormon, gay, or lesbian. Because 
these white, male guys have done noth-
ing for me lately, or over my lifetime.

Lakewood Perspective

Come See Mr. Hermino and Mr. Oscar

216-228-3871

*  BREAK DANCE
*  BOYS TAP
*  HIP HOP

*  BREAK DANCE
*  BOYS TAP
*  HIP HOP

by Peter Sackett

Do you believe everything you 
hear from our political leaders? Do 
you believe that they take their oath 
of office seriously? Can we trust that 
we are getting the truth, nothing but 
the truth, so help them, as they shall 
answer to God?

The answer for me is undisputably, 
“No.” They all lie; they all keep secrets. 
They all confirm what James Madi-
son and some guy named Jefferson 
were worried about 230 years ago – a 
national government run away from, 
beyond, and without the people.

We live in an era of a shrinking 
voter base and the politicians know it. 
They can depend on their sheep – the 
applicable groups that vote one way or 
the other and never veer. They chase 
the so-called independents. Are these 
the ones who understand the issues, 
or are they the ones waiting to get the 
answers they want to hear before walk-
ing into that booth?

I believe that the politicians of this 
country, those who want us to vote for 
them, are no more honorable than the 
ones we have elected to the office of the 
president over the past 50 plus years. 
Take a look.

Truman never saw a Jew or black 
man worth saving. He did his best to 
avoid the subject of civil rights. He is 
remembered for his valor in dropping a 
nuclear bomb to save American soldiers 
in the Pacific theater. But, his domes-
tic policies, including the concept of 
nationalizing Youngstown Sheet and 
Tube, were morally bankrupt.

Eisenhower was nothing more 
than a fill-in-the gap Republican. He 
was lucky on 6/6/44 and he played golf 
like he wanted that to be his full time 
job for 8 years. He was old and worn 
out when he got the job and did noth-
ing to prove those sentiments wrong 
from ’52 to ’60.

JFK never liked to leave his rocking 
chair, unless, of course, Marilyn Monroe 
was waiting at the White House pool. 
He knew more about Tampa Bay than 
the Bay of Pigs and, boy did it ever show. 
1,500 ill-prepared troops would over-
take 60,000 Cuban troops and deliver 
the island to the freedom seekers. He 
almost blew up the world over missiles 
on that same island. A few aged and well-
admired advisors saved the day from a 
military that wanted to blow us all up.

LBJ lied and 57,500 men died under 
his watch. This Texas-born SOB hated 
nothing more than the blacks until one 
Martin L. King, Jr. started telling him 
that the whole country was going to blow 
up if he didn’t get the Voting Rights Act 
passed. This guy let General Westmore-
land call the shots and thought that the 
best and the brightest was a new rifle he 
could shoot on his farm.

Nixon almost took us down. This 
guy ran backwards to China to save his 
ass. He fought the good fight in Viet-
nam, just long enough to get re-elected. 
He thought obstruction of justice 
didn’t mean he lacked the authority 
to tell “his” FBI what to do with that 
damn Watergate break-in story in the 
Washington Post.

Jerry Ford never wanted to be 
president and it showed.

Carter won and we had 20% infla-
tion to show for it. He produced a 
partial settlement of a 2,000 year old 
problem and cancelled our Olympic 
participation over Russia’s invasion of 
some place called Afghanistan.

Reagan was too old from the start. 
He blew up the unions, destroyed the 
concept of a balanced budget, sold arms 
to so-called freedom fighters, lied about 
it, changed his 40-year-old platform of 
anger at the Russians, and left us with his 
vice-president to get it all worked out.

H.W. Bush won a war and lost an 
election to a horny governor from Arkan-
sas. Can you find Arkansas on a map?

We Hold This Truth

While I still don’t consider myself 
old, I think I can accurately say that 
I’ve been around the block a few times. 
I’ve seen and done things, and I’ve 
racked up more than a little life experi-
ence. Some good, some bad, and more 
than a bit of it questionably grey. That’s 
why I was more than a little skeptical 
when the government announced its 
economic stimulus solution a couple of 
weeks ago.

As originally proposed, the pack-
age would include several hundreds of 
dollars in cash to everyone not making 
more than about $75,000 a year. On the 
surface, this sounds like a pretty nice 
idea. Admittedly, if I end up receiving a 
check from Uncle Sam, for any amount, 
I don’t think I’ll have any conflicts of 
conscience in cashing it immediately. 
However, the announcement, while 
seemingly straightforward in offering 
help to the “common taxpayer”, set off 
more than a few warning bells in the 
back of my head. I understand WHY 
Congress thinks they need to inter-
vene, but my concern is in HOW they 
choose to do it.

First of all, let me say that I believe 
that if this wasn’t an election year, there 
is no way this would have been pushed 
through so fast, let alone proposed in 
the first place. For the most part, this 
is little more than a last ditch effort by 
politicians to prove that they care for 
their constituents. Both Democrats 
and Republicans alike need us to feel 
good about our government right now 
to keep them in positions of power, and 
neither are willing to open themselves 
up to the political fallout of opposing 
what they see as giving money to those 
in need.

But let’s get one thing straight right 
from the beginning; it’s YOUR money 
that they’re giving back to you. It’s 
kind of like staying at a four star hotel 
and having management expect com-
pliments for putting a mint on your 
pillow. If I’m paying the extra hundred 
bucks a night for the room, I damn well 
better get a mint on my pillow. And like 
getting a cash rebate from a car dealer, 
the only real question then becomes: If 
you’re taking several hundred dollars off 
without me even asking, then how much 
extra profit do you already have built 
into the price? Let’s face it, if times are 
really tight, then how can they all of a 
sudden afford to be handing out all this 
money?

But what really scares me is how 
much this reminds me of my days 
of hanging out in pool halls down in 
Dayton, Ohio. While I wasn’t a hus-
tler, I certainly knew more than a few 
and watched them work their trade 
like true professionals. And one thing 
was certain, once they got a sucker on 
the line, they fought hard to keep them 
there. And rule number one was “you 
can shear a sheep plenty of times but 
you can only skin it once.” In layman’s 
terms, even the pool sharks knew never 
to try to take more than someone’s got 
to give. Like clockwork, every time a 
player was just about to cut his losses 

and walk out, the hustler would let 
him win a few games. False confidence 
suddenly restored, the sucker would 
proceed to loose it all back and more 
over the next few games.

And this is exactly how I see this 
“stimulus package”. The government 
taxes our income, our spending, our 
land, and just about everything else, 
and when the economy turns bleak, 
rather than risk having the public start 
to question their policies, they’ll try 
to placate us with a little cash in hand 
every once in a while, trying to keep us 
focused on our own spending rather 
than theirs. Like a magician, it’s all 
about misdirection, building an illu-
sion of awareness and enhancing the 
audiences’ false sense of control.

Truth be told, with the grace of 
God, my family is actually doing okay 

financially. Yes, we have our share of 
bills, but with some hard work and some 
tough choices, we are actually making 
the climb out of debt. And the reason 
why is that when we looked at our own 
personal budget, we quickly realized 
that the only way to balance out a deficit 
is by either working harder or spending 
less. Charging rent to my 7-year-old just 
isn’t a feasible option. And borrowing 
from one credit card to pay off another 
doesn’t actually get us anywhere.

But this doesn’t seem to be a rule 
that applies to our Federal Govern-
ment. Most of the time, they see a deficit 
as a shortage of income rather than a 
surplus of spending. And instead of 
trying to get more out of less, they opt 
for trying to squeeze more blood from 
the stone. While the notion of having 
the government constantly try to sup-

ply a safety net seems honorable, I’m 
of the belief that we’re much better off 
taking care of our own needs. I operate 
on the premise that people are basi-
cally good and given the opportunity, 
along with the money that they would 
normally funnel through the govern-
ment, we as a society would excel at 
fulfilling America’s social services with 
private industry and through personal 
charity. Case in point, a study done by 
the Hudson Institute showed that in 
2005. while the U.S. Government gave 
out about $28 billion in foreign aid, 
individual Americans acting indepen-
dently gave about $33.5 billion.

The economy may well be headed 
for a recession, but if it is, trying to 
keep people happy with government 
kickbacks isn’t the way to turn the ship 
around. Instead, we the people need 
to start paying more attention to the 
hand that’s in our pocket rather than 
the hand offering us a check.

Checks And Balances
Bret Callentine
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Conservation Corner

by David Lay

For tech geeks like me, Cox Com-
munications’ recent announcement of 
its Extendable Optical Network (EON) 
is music to our ears.  Others will prob-
ably scratch their heads and think, 
“Extendable what?!?”

Cox Communications, Lake-
wood’s cable provider for more 
than 26 years, made some major 
announcements in November 
regarding the future of its network.  
Chris Bowick, Senior Vice President 
of Engineering and Chief Technol-
ogy Officer, laid out Cox’s directives 
under the 2010 Plan:

- Reduce analog channel count 
from 74 to 68.

- Increase digital, standard-defini-
tion channels to 200.

- Make 100+ high definition chan-
nels available.

- Boost data speeds to 25 Megabits 
downstream, 4 Megabits upstream and 
beyond.

Bowick refers to the new network 
as “flexagile,” a newer, more flexible 
network design that adds bandwidth 
and capacity as needs allow.  Initial 
efforts will include splitting nodes—
aggregation points between homes and 
the network—from approximately 620 
homes at present to 310, and eventually 
250.  (A tech I spoke with recently indi-
cated this was underway.)

Also in the works is a move of all 
Cox networks to 1 Gigahertz capac-
ity, making Cox the first cable 
operator to complete such a task.  
Presently, Cox’s network provides 
between 750-860 Megahertz of total 
bandwidth.  The new 1 GHz f lexagile 
network would mean more capacity, 
and ultimately faster speeds, using 
next-generation equipment.  This 
major upgrade has already been 
completed in “70 percent of Cox’s 
markets, with almost no disruption 
of service,” says Bowick.

Bowick went on to reveal the net-
work switch is at a substantial savings 
compared to Verizon’s $800-per-home 
expense to build its all-fiber FiOS net-
work, telling cable industry publication 
OneTRAK its costs “wouldn’t be even 
close to that.”

Two major announcements really 

caught my eye: Switched Digital Video 
and the rollout of DOCSIS 3.0 equip-
ment.  SDV has been launched in two 
markets, and a third will be added 
this year.  SDV is very attractive to 
cable operators because of its virtually 
unlimited channel capacity, as it deliv-
ers only video currently being viewed to 
the home, instead of all channels being 
sent through the cable.  DOCSIS 3.0 
trials will be starting this year as well.  
With the first versions of DOCSIS 3.0 
equipment starting to make their way 
onto the market, the new technology 
offers more than 160 Megabit down-
stream and 100 Megabit upstream 
speeds, finally giving Verizon’s FiOS 
some real competition.

Bowick saved the largest announce-
ment for last, stating that the company 
plans to build its own Internet back-
bone.  Currently Cox’s backbone, 
composed of high-speed/high-capacity 
data connections, is provided by Level 
3 Communications, a company oper-
ating most of the nationwide backbone 
that supplies Internet service provid-
ers.  Cox pays for this connection on 
a per-bit basis, but in the past year 
traffic has increased exponentially.  
While the per-bit cost has dropped, 
Cox believes it can connect and oper-
ate its own backbone network at a 
substantial savings.

Cox will connect its own 18,000-
mile backbone using Level 3’s dark 
fiber under an “indefeasible right-
to-use” lease.  This requires a high 
initial investment, including buying 
equipment and hiring techs to run 
the network, but ultimately Cox will 
have a network that is cheaper and 
more agile.  Bowick explains, “Now 
we need to take a look at the infra-
structure and own, if you will, that 
infrastructure.”

According to Bowick, half of 
the EON upgrades have already been 
finished, and the remainder will be 
completed by the end of this year.

Cox’s 2010 Plan: A Bright (Fiber) Future

Most appliances that use electric-
ity, including televisions, DVD players, 
computers, stereos, and kitchen appli-
ances, consume energy even when they 
are not powered on. This energy is often 
referred to as a Phantom Load, due to 
its invisibility to many consumers and 
its largely pointless use of energy. This 
standby power supports functions such 
as instant-on capabilities, remote con-
trol usage, channel memory, and LED 
clock displays, and can consume more 
than half of the energy that these devices 
use when powered on, some using up 
to 40 watts. A powered-off instant-on 
television in standby, for example, con-
sumes 75% of the energy used when 
the TV is actually on. While consumer 
electronics account for around 15% of 
household electricity use, these Phan-
tom Loads make up an estimated 6%, 
and add up to national costs of approxi-
mately $4 billion per year!

Predictably enough, the solution 
to this problem is to unplug your appli-
ances when they are not in use. For 
some appliances this might be just as 
easy as teaching oneself to turn off the 
lights when leaving a room or going to 
sleep, but for some it is not quite so con-
venient. If, however, your outlets are in 
accessible places, or power strips can be 
made accessible, the job is pretty easy. 
Especially considering you’re paying 
almost as much to run these appliances 

when they are off as when they are on.
Unfortunately, some of the big-

gest offenders may not be easy to stop 
-- cable boxes and satellite systems 
tend to use quite a bit 
of energy when not in 
use, but may need to be 
plugged in at all times. 
Contact your provider 
of these services to find 
out whether it will dam-
age the equipment if the 
power supply is cut off. 
Similarly, unplugging 
the television, VCR, or 
DVD player may seem 
like a hassle, as any channel settings or 
clock settings may be lost.

Power strips may be extremely 
helpful in this regard for reducing 

Heather Ramsey

Phantom Loads
Phantom Loads. With a group of items 
plugged into a power strip, you can 
simply power off the strip when going 
to bed. This may work especially well 

with related items, 
such as components 
of a stereo system, 
or computers with 
speakers, printers, or 
other equipment. In 
these cases, you might 
also consider invest-
ing in a Smart Strip. 
Smart Strips allow 
you to tie the power 
to a set of devices to 

the power setting of a main device. In 
other words, when you power off your 
computer, the strip will automatically 
stop power to the monitor and speak-

ers, and any other associated items. 
These strips also come with several 
unrelated outlets that remain active at 
all times, for items that should always 
have power available.

In addition to appliances, power 
cords for rechargeable devices may use a 
lot of power when not in use. AC adapt-
ers/cube transformers are between 60 
and 80% inefficient! Thus, it is impor-
tant to unplug chargers when the item 
is fully charged or no longer plugged in. 
This goes for phones, cameras, laptops, 
mp3 players, portable game systems, and 
anything else that needs to be charged.

Knowing about Phantom Loads 
in your home will not only conserve 
energy and, thus, help the environ-
ment, but it will also save you some of 
that 6% of your energy bill that was 
being used to do little more than run a 
few LED clocks. 
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Lakewood Observer

by Sharon O’Donnell

New to parenthood or new to 
Lakewood? Dreading one more day 
stuck at home with small children? 
Don’t despair. It’s that time of year 
when parents and children are trapped 
at home by the cold weather. Boredom 
has kids bouncing off the walls and par-
ents are second guessing their decision 
to have kids in the first place. (This isn’t 
just happening in your house.) Before 
you reach for that Wiggles DVD one 
more time check out what Lakewood 
has to offer young families. And most 
of it is free.

If you have a newborn and need a 
little company the Nursing Moms Chat 
has saved the sanity of many a new mother. 
Get help and advice from an experienced 
lactation consultant from Lakewood Hos-
pital, meet other moms in the same boat, 
and make some new friends - friendships 
formed by new mothers are very simi-
lar to those forged by soldiers in combat. 
The Nursing Moms chat is held at the 
Lakewood Family Room every Wednes-
day 9:30-11:00 a.m.

The Lakewood Family Room has 
something for everyone and not all 
just for Lakewood residents. There are 
drop-ins on most days when you can 

bring your kids to play and maybe do 
crafts. Being in a place with different 
toys should amuse your little ones long 
enough that you might just get the chance 
to have a conversation with a grown up. 
The drop-ins include the Alternative 
Parenting Drop-In, Teen Parents, Under 
Ones and more. There are also Early Lit-
eracy programs for birth to 5 years and 
Parenting Plus – a parenting education 
series for parents and caregivers of kids 
from birth to 8 years.

The Lakewood Family Room is at 
17400 Northwood Avenue (behind St. 
James Church), phone 216- 529-5018, 
or check out their programs online 
at www.ci.lakewood.oh.us/human_
echild_dropin.html.

The Lakewood Library runs free 
story and music programs for kids 
from 9 months to age 6. Check them 
out at www.lkwdpl.org/youth – click 
on ‘Story times’. Show up, shake a 
shaker, sing some songs, and you might 
just enjoy yourself as much as the lit-
tle ones. Or, like me, you can sing the 
songs and shake the shaker as your 
child runs around the room vying 
for control of the book wagon with a 
bunch of the other toddlers. I am occa-
sionally rewarded by seeing little hands 
clap. And yet, it’s fun.

While you’re at the library you 
could look up the programs being 
offered through the Lakewood Com-
munity Recreation and Education 
Department (www.lakewoodrecre-
ation.com). Here you’ll find programs 
like Kindermusik and even horse-back 
riding for the preschool crowd. Or 
what about the Beck Center’s programs 
for preschoolers in music and literacy? 
They even have dance class from three 
years and up. Check out their programs 
at www.beckcenter.org, call 216-521-
2540, or visit the Beck Center at 17801 
Detroit Avenue.

And lastly, Lakewood Early 
Childhood PTA (LECPTA) exists 
entirely for preschoolers. It is a 
volunteer organization that runs 
everything from parties to play-
groups with outings and activities 
for kids from infants on up (and also 
some outings for grownups). LECPTA 
regularly holds expert-run education 
workshops for parents. There’s even a 
monthly newsletter. It’s yet another 
way to meet other parents and get out 
of the house. Contact them at www.
LECPTA.com.

Hopefully something here will 
work for you. If not, we’ll see you in the 
park when the weather warms up.

Winter Escapes For Little Lakewood

13615 Detroit Ave
216-221-9925

La Pita
Express
La Pita
Express

13615 Detroit Ave
216-221-9925

Fine Lebanese Cuisine 
& Vegetarian Food

Proudly
Serving Lakewood

Express Your Love With A
Forbici Salon & Spa

Gift Card
Valentine’s Day
February 14th

Spa Manicure & One Hour Spa Pedicure
only $65.00

Forbici Salon 15618 Detroit Avenue Lakewood 216.227.0077
www.forbicisalon.net

WON “ Best Manicure & Pedicure” FOX  8 HOT LIST

by David Lay

When my lovely bride-to-be gave 
me a French Press for Christmas, I 
couldn’t have been happier.  I think I 
said once in passing that I wanted to 
get a French Press; how she remem-
bered that I wanted one is beyond 
me.  Being the coffee geek that I am, 
this is one of the best gifts I have ever 
received. 

The French Press, also known 
as a plunger pot or press pot, is con-
sidered by many coffee fans to make 
the ultimate cup of coffee.  It is com-
monly referred to as the French Press 
because it is extremely popular with 
the French, who favor a richer, stron-
ger brew.  If you are looking for the 
richest, most intense cup of coffee 
you’ve ever had, this humble pot can 
deliver.  While it might look cumber-
some to the uninitiated, it is actually 
a pretty clean brew, provided you 
have the correct tools (clean press, 
good bean grinder).  I’ll get more into 
that later. 

The Vacpot and the French Press 
pose an interesting question: Which 
came first?  After doing a bit of research, 
to my surprise, I found the French Press 
did.  Comparatively speaking, the Press 
is designed much more simply.  When 
the Vacpot was introduced in the mid-
1800s, the Press concept was available, 
but the technology to make a tight-fit-
ting filter was not.  Consequently the 
first models had little success on the 
market. 

In the early 1900s, the Cafeolette 
popped up in stores.  The Meilor com-
pany released the first model with a 
stainless steel filter and metal body, 
which was purchased by the Swiss 
company Bodum, and it eventually 
became the ubiquitous Chambord 
Press, one of the most popular models 
today.  Bodum is largely credited with 
making the press pot popular, releas-
ing models in the ‘70s made of glass, 
metal and plastic, in a rainbow of col-
ors.  Bolstered by huge profits in the 
‘80s, the company bought the Cham-
bord model and also released more 
traditional units.

 But enough history for now and 
on to the main topic: How to make a 
pot of French Press coffee.

Two things are important here: 
Don’t skimp on a bean grinder, and use 
the freshest beans you can find.  DO 
NOT, I repeat, DO NOT use a blade 
grinder.  The grounds have to be uni-
form, large particles.  The problem 
with cheap blade grinders is that they 
won’t give you either.  Blade grinders 
only result in sludge, which will result 
in a crappy cup o’ joe.  A good model 
that won’t break the bank is the Cuisin-
art DBM-8 Burr Grinder, which runs 
about $50.  Some burr grinders can 
price up to $200 or even higher.  Bean-
wise, the only logical choice is Phoenix 
Coffee.  Any other coffee, store-bought 
or otherwise, just won’t do.  Locally 
roasted and delivered fresh, you can’t 
go wrong with Phoenix.  I’ve been 

using the Spirit of ‘76 blend, which to 
me is just right—the perfect balance of 
intensity and flavor.

Now that you have those two 
things, let’s get on with it, shall we?

You’ll want to use 1 rounded tea-
spoon per 4-ounce cup of coffee.  If you 
have a grinder like the Cuisinart, this 
is a no-brainer.  It is important here 
to add the coffee quickly after grind-
ing.  If you’re smelling aromas, the 
coffee is already growing stale.  You’ll 
want to boil the water before you grind 
to keep the coffee as fresh as possible.  
One trick I’ve used is to just run water 
through my coffeemaker.  It heats the 
water to the proper temperature, and is 
a lot less cumbersome if you don’t have 
a teapot (like me).

Add the water in a steady stream, 

covering all the grounds by pour-
ing the water in a circular motion.  
A small ‘bloom’ of coffee should be 
starting to form.  Leave an inch of 
space between the top of the pot and 
the coffee mixture to allow for the 
plunger.  Use a wooden or plastic 
spoon (not metal) to stir the slurry.  It 
is important to not use a metal spoon 
if you are using a glass press, because 
it can crack the glass at high temper-
atures.  I use a chopstick to quickly 
stir; this aids in complete extraction 
of the coffee.

Add the plunger and turn the lid 
to close off the pour spout opening.  
This will keep the aromas inside the 
pot, and help brew the coffee.  Let the 
coffee brew for about four minutes.  
After steeping is done, it’s time to 

The French Press: Coffee’s Holy Grail
take the plunge!  Hold the pot firmly, 
with the spout away from you.  With 
just the weight of your hand, apply 
just a little pressure on top of the 
plunger knob, and push the plunger 
straight down into the pot.  Using 
minimal pressure will give you the 
best results—you don’t want to force 
it.  If the filter clogs, remove the 
plunger, stir the brew and try again.  
Using too much force can cause cof-
fee to shoot out of the pot, potentially 
burning you.  Don’t do it!

Voilá!  You’ve successfully made 
your first pot of French Press coffee.  
Turn the lid to open the pour spout, 
keep one hand on the lid and pour your 
first cup.  Add some cream and sugar 
(if that’s how you take your coffee), 
and enjoy!
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Lakewood Arts & Entertainment

free live music every Fri & Sat! free live music every Fri & Sat! 

Phoenix Roasted Coffees
Big Microbrews Selection

Mon-Thurs 10am-10pm  •  Fri - Sat 10am - 12am  •  Closed Sundays
13321 Madison Ave 216-221-4479

Coffee • Art • Beer

‘The Inn’ 1381 Bunts Road, Lakewood
(Across from Giant Eagle)

RSVP by February 19th to 216-226-4010.
Complimentary lunch buffet to follow program!

LUNCH & LEARN

Mary O’Brien Lambert
Western Region Manager, 
Alzheimer’s Association
PRESENTS

LUNCH & LEARN

Mary O’Brien Lambert
Western Region Manager, 
Alzheimer’s Association
PRESENTS

When people think about staying fit, they generally think
 from the neck down.  But the health of your brain plays a 

critical role in almost everything you do:  thinking, feeling, 
remembering, working, and playing – even sleeping.  

Simple lifestyle modifications  also would have an enormous 
impact on our nation's public health and the cost of 

healthcare.  If you make  brain-healthy lifestyle changes and
 take action by getting involved, we could realize a future 

without Alzheimer's  disease.

“MAINTAIN YOUR BRAIN”
Thursday, February 21, 2008 at 11:00 a.m.

by Fran Storch

The Beck Center for the Arts 
presents the premiere of The Breakup 
Notebook: The Lesbian Musical in the 
Studio Theater, February 22 through 
March 22. Show times are 8:00 pm 
Fridays and Saturdays and 3:00 pm 
Sundays. To reserve tickets, contact 
the Beck Center box office at (216) 521-
2540 or online at www.beckcenter.org.

Dive back into the dating pool 
with Helen Hill, a 33-year-old lesbian 
who has recently been dumped by her 
girlfriend. With the help of her best 
friend, Bob and gal pals, Monica and 
Joannie, Helen goes on a series of dates 
from hell as she searches for the girl of 
her dreams. 

This is the first production of this 
new musical outside of California or 
New York.  Originally a play, the musi-
cal version made its world premiere 
at the Hudson Theatre in Hollywood. 

Written by Patricia Cotter with music 
and lyrics by Lori Scarlett, The Breakup 
Notebook received the 2006 LA Ova-
tion Award for Best 
New Musical and 
a standing ovation 
this past fall at the 
Festival for New 
Musicals in New 
York City – an annual 
invitation-only event 
sponsored by the 
National Musical The-
atre Alliance (NAMT) 
and attended by theater 
producers from around 
the world.

Although entitled 
“The Lesbian Musical”, 
Cotter believes The Breakup 
Notebook is “a universal show” and the 
reactions of audience members leaving 
the NAMT performance confirmed 
this as they confessed that “every-

body’s been through a breakup.” The 
a u t h o r thinks the songs that per-

tain specifically to lesbian 
affairs will connect with 
all audiences.  Scarlett’s 

songs have a “con-
t e m p o r a r y 
g i r l - b a n d 
feel” and 

are “witty and 
tuneful” accord-
ing to a Backstage 
review.

“Beck Center 
is truly excited 
to welcome 
back to the area 

c o m p o s e r 
Lori Scar-

lett who is teaming 
with her l o n g - t i m e 
c o l l e a g u e Vicky Bussert on 
this produc- tion,” exclaimed 
Scott Spence, Beck’s Artistic Direc-

tor. “The life of a musical on its way 
to the top is always the most amazing 
of adventures, and the stop at Beck for 
The Breakup Notebook promises to be 
a fruitful one as the show continues to 
be reworked and refined. With a New 
York production a very strong possibil-
ity, I recommend you see it now while 
it’s in Cleveland.”

This premiere production is 
directed by acclaimed director, Victo-
ria Bussert who is Resident Director 
of the Great Lakes Theatre Festival, 
Artistic Director at Cain Park and a 
Professor and the Director of Music 
Theatre at Baldwin-Wallace. She has 
directed locally at The Cleveland Play 
House, Cleveland Opera and Porthouse 
Theater; as well as shows regionally, 
national tours and internationally. 
The Breakup Notebook features Jodi 
Dominick as Helen with a talented sup-
porting cast including Tracee Patterson 
*, Devon Yates, Libby Servais, Eric Van 
Baars, Kayce Cummings, Alison Garri-
gan, and Kim Godfrey.

Tickets are $28 for adults, $25 for 
seniors, $17 for students (22 and under 
with I.D.).  Special group rates are 
available for groups of 13 or more. To 
reserve tickets, contact the Beck Center 
box office at (216) 521-2540 or online 
at www.beckcenter.org. Beck Center 
for the Arts is located at 17801 Detroit 
Avenue in Lakewood, just ten minutes 
west of downtown Cleveland. Free, 
convenient on-site parking is available.

This show is sponsored by Cox 
Communications, WCPN 90.3FM 
ideastream, FreeTimes and the Ohio 
Arts Council. Programming at the 
Beck Center is made possible through 
the generous support of The Cleveland 
Foundation, The George Gund Founda-
tion, The John P. Murphy Foundation, 
The Kulas Foundation, The Eva L. & 
Joseph M. Bruening Foundation, The 
Abington Foundation, and the Thomas 
H. White Foundation. The Beck Cen-
ter gratefully acknowledges the citizens 
of Cuyahoga County for their support 
through Cuyahoga Arts and Culture. 

*Actor appears courtesy of the 
Actors Equity Association (AEA), the 
union of actors and stage managers.

“Best New Musical” Premieres at the Beck Center - 

The Breakup Notebook, February 22 - March 22

by Julie Breitenstein

During the month of Febru-
ary the Phoenix Cafe is showing the 
works of five artists, in three separate 
installations.

Pete Green, a graphic art student 
at CSU, is showing five pieces done in 
charcoal.  Pete was our delivery driver 
for Avenue Bakery.  Though he no lon-
ger delivers to us, he is still part of the 
Phoenix community through his art. 

Heidi C. Herzberger’s pieces are 
simple and earthy, all done in acrylic.  
Heidi is a  customer who wanted to 
show a few of her pieces.  We are always 
happy to show smaller installations to 
add diversity to our walls.

The third installation is a col-
laboration by several artists of aerosol 
on wood and canvas.  Adam Zagger is 
a resident artist here at the Marjorie 
Building in which the Phoenix is also 
housed.  Adam is skilled in both visual 
and performance art.

Matt O’Reilley is an art student 
at the Cleveland Institute of Art.  
Matt’s first art show at the Phoenix 
took place during his years as an LHS 
student, showing off his technique 
through oil on canvas.  Matt has 
cultivated his unique style through 
many different mediums while con-
tinuing his education at CIA.  Matt 
commits to living in Lakewood even 
though his commute by bicycle is a 
hefty one.  He says that his commu-
nity of friends here is too important 
to leave behind.

Art Showing At The Phoenix Cafe In February

$30 Off
Lawn Aeration. Any Size Yard!

Spring ‘08. Call now and schedules.

$30 Off
Lawn Aeration. Any Size Yard!

Spring ‘08. Call now and schedules.
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December 2006 2007

Single Family Closed 32 34
Multi-Family Closed 10 8
(Under Contract
Total Units Sold 42 42
Interesting Real Estate Information
Lakewood Single Family Homes Currently for sale:  371
Lakewood Multi-family Homes Currently for Sale :   149

Call the above agents for information 
on the Lakewood Home Program

216.226.4673

MORTGAGE SERVICES PROVIDED BY

Visit www.lucienrealty.com for photos and Real Estate Information.

Serving Lakewood’s Housing Needs since 1976 with Honesty, Integrity, Stability

216.226.4673

“YOUR NEIGHBORS WORKING FOR YOU...”

Real Estate

2085 Carabel 
Lakewood 
$137,000 

Move-in condition at a 
great price! 3 BR and 2 BA, 

plus finished 3rd 
 floor. Deep lot, 2-car 

garage, central air. It’s so 
charming and 

 well-maintained--a must-
see home. Call today! 

Kathy Lewis 
216-226-4673 ext. 2060 

 

Andy Tabor, REALTOR® GRI               
“Helping people become homeowners 
and profitable investors since 1977”
 www.andytabor.com 

Valerie Mechenbier, REALTOR® HHS
www.valsinfo.com

Kathy Lewis, REALTOR®
“Want to talk about real estate? 

Call me!”
www.kathylewis.info

Monica Woodman, REALTOR®
www.catcharealtor.com

Maggie Fraley, REALTOR® ABR
“More than selling houses-

Helping people find homes”
MaggiesHomePage.info  

Sunny Updegrove, REALTOR®
“New beginnings are my specialty”
SunnySellsLakewood.com 

Look For Our Articles On These Pages

1039 Forest Cliff Dr. 
Value Range pricing 
$500,000-549,876

Classic Brick Tudor 
On quiet cul-de-sac 
5 bdrm/3 full baths 
3 flrs of living space 
Compare!-Lakefront 
value 

www.MaggiesHomePage.info 

Maggie Fraley 
216.990.0522

1565 Waterbury Ave. 
Lakewood 
$134,000

Great value at this price! 
Well-maintained home 
with spacious rooms, 
beautiful woodwork, eat-
in kitchen w/appliances, 
walk-up 3rd floor, fresh 
paint inside and out! 
Home warranty included. 
Don’t miss!  
Valerie Mechenbier 
216-226-4673

20877 Woodstock Ave. 

Fairview Park 
$108,900 

 Cottage style ranch built 
in 1922!  Adorable two 

bedroom w/ updated bath 
and kitchen. Full 

basement offers plenty 
of storage. Nice two level 

deck overlooks private 
fenced yard and 2 car 

garage! Visit
 20877woodstocklucienrealty.com

1631 Winchester 
$90,000

Solid brick house for 
single family, or easily 
converted to a double! 
Two full baths, glass block 
in basement. 
Front porch. Low 
maintenance yard. 
M.K. Jopek  
440-823-8738 11811 Lake Ave 

The Envoy 
$49,999

Sparkling 2 bedroom 
condo on the 5th floor 

includes nice
 balcony views 

 North to the Lake.  
Designer created glass 

block accents give this a 
 contemporary flair you’re 

sure to love.
 Sunny Updegrove 

216-401-3353

473 Wilmington Drive, 
Broadview Hts. 

UNDER CONTRACT

Meticulously maintained 
colonial.  Several quality 

upgrades. Designer 
kitchen. Double-sided 

fireplace in family 
room/den.

See photos at
473wilmington.lucienrealty.com

Andy Tabor
216-235-5352

11850 Edgewater Dr. 
Lakewood 

$79,900

Fabulous 2 bdrm. condo 
with lake view.  Freshly 
painted, newer 
carpeting, really nice 
updated kitchen, unit 
includes a garage space.  
Maint. Fee includes 
utilities and much more. 
Monica Woodman
216-226-4673

6126 Ridge Rd, 
Sharon Twp. 

LEASED

Love a solid older home 
but want a larger yard? 
This 3 bedroom colonial 
sits on a 1 acre lot and is 
wrapped by a 250 acre 
nature preserve on two 
sides! See photos at
6126ridge.lucienrealty.com
Andy Tabor
216-235-5352

Downsizing?

 Feel it’s time move? 
Don’t know where to 
begin? Help to clean 

up, clear out.  Find 
contractors & auctions- 

Where to recycle 
or donate.  Free, no 

obligation, respectful 
conversation about your 

options. 
Maggie Fraley 
216.990.0522

1523 Lauderdale Ave. 
Lakewood, OH 

$123,900 

An Acre of Oak!! WOW! 
Reduced Price! Fabulous 

Victorian interior PLUS a 
 huge eat in kitchen. This 

is everything you love 
about Lakewood homes. 

 Out of state owners need 
this home SOLD. 

Sunny Updegrove
216-401-3353 

16709 Elsienna Ave. 
West Park 
$123,500

Charming West Park 
colonial updated inside and 
out! Granite kit, finished 
basement w/ full bath, 
gleaming hdwd floors, 
newer windows, furnace, 
c/a and 2007 roof tear 
off!  Visit 
16709elsienna.lucienrealty.com 

Mary Nofel
440-331-8500

Lakewood Real Estate Information
(According to Multiple Listing Service)

by Andy Tabor,,Realtor, GRI-Prudential Lucien

by Maggie Fraley

Prudential Lucien Realtor
While it’s true that in a “Buyer’s 

Market” sellers may not receive the 
price they are hoping to get and may 
have received a few years ago, they will 
get a better deal when they buy their 
next home.  A few years ago it was a 
“Seller’s Market” and the sellers who 
sold at high prices also had to pay more 
for the next home they purchased.  So 
it all evens out.

The foreclosure crisis is of great 
concern to us all, but the situation has 
definitely influenced lending regula-
tions in a positive way.  Buyers must 
now be more qualified to purchase a 
home.  Banks that followed conserva-
tive lending practices in the past few 
years haven’t been drastically affected, 
but less conservative lending institu-
tions have.  These changes are critically 
important, though it is certainly sad 

that it took such a serious problem to 
get the attention and change that was 
needed. 

It’s a wonderful time to buy a 
home for first time buyers, as this mar-
ket particularly benefits those without 
a current home to sell. There are lots 
of choices at value prices.  Not just first 
time buyers, but all buyers can benefit 
from the amazingly low interest rates.  
Investors can increase their portfolios 
by purchasing real estate at bargain 
prices - everything is on sale!  Rehab-
bers can buy homes in poor condition, 
fix and re-sell them for a profit and 
at the same time revitalize neighbor-
hoods which is something that’s good 
for everyone.  Just like the stock market 
or any investment, real estate goes up 
and down.  That’s the nature of invest-
ing, but the facts show that historically, 
buying real estate is still an excellent 
long-term investment. 

Positive Things To Think About 
In This Real Estate Market

by Maggie Fraley

Prudential Lucien Realtor
“Why is it recommended that I put 

away family photos when selling my 
home?”

You’re right, de-personalizing 
your décor is a common recommenda-
tion by most realtors and stagers when 
trying to sell a house.  Realtor.com has 
many articles explaining that when 
your home is on the market, it’s no lon-
ger your warm and wonderful family 
home -  it becomes a product.  What 
that means is that family photographs 
and other personal items such as chil-
dren’s artwork, perhaps religious or 
ethnic decorations, and even prescrip-

tions in a medicine cabinet, should 
be packed away for the most effective 
neutral appearance.  Model homes are 
a good example of décor that is appeal-
ing to the eye and imagination, but at a 
closer look, are devoid of any personal 
touch.  Obviously, this is not the way 
we really live, but marketing experts in 
real estate reason that potential buyers 
may be distracted by another family 
and their possessions, and as a result 
find it more difficult to imagine their 
own family living in the house. So in 
this competitive market, do everything 
possible to increase your chances for a 
successful sale and consider following 
this frequent suggestion.

Realty Reality

Questions From Our Readers

By Val Mechenbier

Prudential Lucien Realtor
Theodor Kundtz, one of Cleveland’s 

most successful industrialists, owned a 
lumberyard west of Giel Avenue between 
Clifton Blvd. and Detroit Ave.  During 
the early years of the 20th century, the 
Kundtz enterprise was the largest user 
of hardwood in the state, making sewing 
machine cabinets, church furnishings 
and thousands of school desks each 
month. In May of 1920, one year after 

selling the lumberyard to the White Sew-
ing Machine Company, a spectacular fire 
consumed the entire lumber operation. 
Just a few years later, new homes were 
built on four brand new streets that had 
been cut through the site: Chase, Bunts, 
Hathaway, and Merl.

Learn more about the life and 
accomplishments of Theodor Kundtz – 
and see a picture postcard of Kundtz’s 
Lakewood mansion - at www.lakewoo-
dhistory.org/kundtz/.

1920 Lumberyard Fire Makes Way 
For Real Estate Development 
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OLD FUSE BOX? Call Mike...
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Fuse Box Troubles?

FEDERAL PACIFIC
BOXES MUST
BE REMOVED

We Install New Breaker Boxes!

Meter Service Troubles?

$ 50 OFF
ON A NEW

BREAKER BOX

We Upgrade Meter Services!

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED
Service Upgrades • 220 Lines • Violations Corrected • GFCI’s Installed

440-845-8661

SERVICING 
EAST & WEST

Mike Azzarello Brings You 15 Years
Experience From The Illuminating Co.

• Free Inspection •
• Free Estimates •

FOR RENT:

Artists Studios & Office Space Available
Secure Building in Downtown Lakewood

Call Gary at
216-221-1119

McGuire Painting
Professional Interior Painting

McGuire Painting
Professional Interior Painting

Proudly Painting Lakewood Homes for over 11 Years!

Michael McGuire 216-221-7033

Bob’s Appliance Service

216/521-9353
Leave Message on Machine

2003/2005 Angie’s List Super Service Award!

Repairs On Most Major Brand Appliances
• Stoves  • Dishwashers
• Refrigerators • Washers/Dryers
• Free Estimates–No Trip Charges or Service Charges
• Serving Lakewood and the Westside Suburbs for 25 Years
• Quality Rebuilt Washers and Dryers
• Delivery Available

COIN WASH LAUNDRYCOIN WASH LAUNDRY

16212 Madison Ave. • Lakewood (in the Northland Plaza)

The Cleanest Laundry in Town!

9 am to 9 pm9 am to 9 pm

www.agraphicsolution.com 216.228.7223
14900 Detroit Ave. Suite #205, Lakewood, OH  44107

Trade Show Signage & Marketing Material, 
Signage & Display, Car & Truck Detailing,  
Apparel & Silkscreening,Graphic Design,
Large Format Printing, Laminating...
And Much More!

Ohio’s One Stop Shop For Graphics Since 1972!


