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Lakewood City Council Considers 
Legislation To Preserve St. James Church

continued on page 16

A Gift That Keeps on Giving
by Tom McDonough

These days, across the 
nation, there is a noticeable lack 
of community service being 
done by organizations which 
used to have the neighborhood 
as a reason for their existence. 
Many service organizations no 
longer are a viable part of a city’s 
social core because it seems to 
have gone out of fashion.

The Kiwanis Club of 
Lakewood, however, continues 
to serve the city generously and 
unselfishly. As a small  exam-
ple, a club member recently 
attended a Sunday band concert 
at Lakewood Park. The sound 
system employed by the city 
was not operating properly. The 
band could not be heard well, 
an embarrassment for the audi-
ence, band, and city employees. 
The system had been damaged 
the previous week in a rain 
storm and many parts were 
continuing to short out during 
the band’s performance. About 
two thousand people were sub-
jected to a less-entertaining 
than they had hoped for.

The Kiwanis Club saw 
an opportunity to give back 

to the citizens of Lakewood in 
a way that is different than its 
normal focus on young peo-
ple. The thought was that since 
the adult population supports 
the pancake breakfasts, spa-
ghetti dinners and Kiwanis 
hot dog sales, and the club has 
the funds due to the support of 
Lakewood folks, why not give a 
new sound system to the City? 
That way concerts at Lakewood 
Park can continue to be a won-
derful tradition during the 
summer and the system can be 

used for Veterans Day, Christ-
mas Tree Lighting ceremonies, 
and other civic occasions. 

The Kiwanis saw the need 
and provided a solution with a 
check for about $2,530.00 for 
the new sound system to Mr. 
Michael Coletta, Information 
Systems Manager for the City of 
Lakewood. Coletta said, “Sun-
day summer band concerts are 
a special Lakewood tradition 
that I hope we can continue to 

Mayor Ed FitzGerald and Kiwanis President Andy Bischof after the 
mayor received a check for a new sound mixing system for the City 
of Lakewood from the Lakewood Kiwanis Club 

by Margaret Brinich
Lakewood City Council 

took up two pieces of legislation 
at its recent Sept. 9 meeting to 
support St. James Church and 
preserve it and other historic 
structures. Councilmen Kevin 
Butler (Ward 1) and Tom Bull-
ock (Ward 2) teamed up with 
Mayor Ed FitzGerald to intro-
duce a resolution supporting 
the Friends of St. James Par-
ish’s appeals to keep the church 
open as well as an ordinance 
to expand the scope of Lake-
wood’s historic preservation 
law to include public interior 
portions of historic properties. 
The Cleveland Catholic Dio-
cese has announced plans to 
close the parish by next sum-
mer.

The resolution was passed 
unanimously by Council on 
the night it was introduced, 
while the proposed expan-
sion of historic preservation 

laws was referred to a commit-
tee for further deliberations. 
If adopted into law, and if St. 
James Church were to be des-
ignated by the city as a historic 
property, the church and its 
artwork could be protected 
from alteration or demolition.

“We believe the city should 
do everything it can to support 
the parishioners of St. James in 
their efforts to keep the parish 
a viable presence in Lakewood, 
as it has been for now more 
than a century,” said Council-
man Butler.

“If we lose St. James 
church we lose part of what 
makes Lakewood unique,” said 
Councilman Bullock. “This 
is important to Catholics and 
non-Catholics alike, because 
the parishioners of St. James 
are friends and neighbors to all 
of us and because the church 
building itself is an irreplace-
able architectural gem.”

“St. James is a vital 
Lakewood institution,” said 
Mayor FitzGerald. “We want 
to do everything we can to 
support the parish and also 
preserve its historic and beau-
tiful architecture.” 

church has been pledged 
enough money by donors to 
cover its most pressing capi-
tal needs, including the cost of 
repairing its roof and that, in 
a year, the parish has gained 
in membership by 224 house-
holds. St. James also hosts a 
successful day care center and 
the popular Lakewood Fam-
ily Room, run by the City’s 
Division of Early Childhood 
Development.

Preserving this church with its beautiful architecure is something all Lakewoodites should support.

Community Turns Out 
For Phase III Forum
by Christine Gordillo 

More than 300 people 
packed Lakewood High’s East 
Gym to have their voices heard 
at the Phase III Community 
Forum Sept. 15. After an intro-
duction by Board of Education 
President Edward Favre urged 
everyone to remember that 
these decisions will affect stu-
dents “for generations to come” 
and to keep in mind “what’s 
best for all of Lakewood,” two 
Phase III Steering Committee 
members presented the group’s 
findings culled from more than 
nine months of meetings and 
data collection by the group.

Every participant was then 
asked to review a “Discussion 
Guide” that contained much of 
the information from the pre-
sentation and to weigh in on two 
proposals offered by the steering 

committee. The first proposal 
included completing Lakewood 
High’s east side, rebuilding or 
renovating Roosevelt and Grant, 
and decommissioning Lincoln. 
The second proposal was to 
complete Lakewood High east, 
rebuild or renovate Roosevelt 
and Lincoln, and decommission 
Grant.

Small groups of nearly 
50 tables then discussed and 
debated the proposals for 
nearly an hour and then were 
asked to come to consensus on 
which proposal to recommend 
for their table. The group was 
also given the option of decid-
ing that either proposal was 
acceptable. By a ratio of 3:1, the 
tables of participants preferred 
the option to rebuild Lakewood 

St. James is scheduled to 
close in 2010. The Friends of 
St. James have appealed to the 
Vatican and the Diocese of 
Cleveland to keep the parish a 
viable presence in Lakewood. 
St. James is the largest parish 
in Lakewood by member and 
household; it has the highest 
weekly attendance in its clus-
ter of parishes and it performs 
the most baptisms and mar-
riages of Lakewood’s Catholic 
churches. Supporters note the 

continued on page 15

continued on page 9
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by Paula Reed
 Do you CRAVE CHOCOLATE? 

Then you can’t miss Downtown 
Lakewood Chocolate Walk, a Decadent 
and Delectable Night all about Choc-
olate! On Thursday, October 29, 2009 
the Downtown Lakewood Business 
Alliance will present Chocolate Walk.

Come and join participating 
merchants for a walk through Down-
town Lakewood browsing the shops, 
sampling treats, or collecting in your 
Chocolate Walk bag a private stash of 
lucious chocolate to enjoy later. The 
offerings from 18+ merchants will 
be unique and different - a chocolate 
fountain, a sweet candy treat, a fudge 
sundae, a delectable baked good – you 

by Mark Schulte
Lakewood dog owners will have 

the chance to support their right to 
take their dogs into Lakewood parks 
on September 26 at a Hot Dog Social. 
The Citizens Committee to Allow 
Leashed Dogs in Lakewood Parks plans 
its first fundraiser that day from 1 to 
5 p.m. at Lakewood’s newest pet store, 
The Furry Nation, 15800 Detroit Road 
(near Brockley Avenue). There’s plenty 
of parking in back, and plenty of inter-
esting things to look at in the store. In 
addition, the Committee is planning a 
fun afternoon with local vendors, pet 
adoptions, raffles, pet photos, a bake 
sale and activities for the kids.

Money raised from the event will 
help pay for some of the expenses 
involved in allowing dogs in the parks, 
such as doggie bag stations and new 
signs. We also want to help fund an edu-
cational program to inform Lakewood 
dog owners about their responsibilities 
and how to be better dog guardians. 
The intention is to address issues that 
will improve relations between dog 
owners and other residents in all parts 

of the city, not just the parks. “Most 
dog owners want to do the right things 
with their pets and, without being too 
heavy-handed, we want to give them the 
information and tools to do that,” said 
Susan Sliede, Committee president. If 
the ordinance now being considered by 
City Council passes, all aspects of the 
program will be implemented as soon 
as possible. If not, the Committee plans 
to start its educational efforts and con-
tinue to press the question.

Five of the nine candidates on 
the primary ballot for three at-large 
Council seats were in support of allow-
ing taxpayers to walk their dogs in the 
parks. “The Committee has proposed 
an ordinance that is being considered 
by City Council. When it passes, all 
aspects of the program will be imple-
mented as soon as possible.  Our 
ordinance covers leashed dog walking 
only,” said Committee secretary Donna 
Klein. “It also requires standard 6 foot, 
non-extending leashes, that walkers are 
of sufficient size and maturity to con-
trol their animals, and that pet owners 
observe all existing laws, especially 
those dealing with picking up waste, 

and dangerous dogs.” Forms are avail-
able on the Committee’s Web site for 
those wishing to donate or to reserve 
a vendor table at the fundraiser. Mon-
etary donations, food and beverage 
donations and items that can be raffled 
are all welcome.  Return the forms to 
Leashed Dogs in Lakewood Parks, P.O. 
Box 770610, Lakewood, OH 44107, or 
E-mail the Committee at: leasheddog-
sinlakewoodparks@yahoo.com.

Leashed Dogs Group Plans
Hot Dog Social

See www.LeashedDogsinLake-
woodParks.com for more details. 
“While some are skeptical about allow-
ing dogs in the parks, we know this can 
work, especially if the entire community 
gets behind this effort and supports it 
by example,” said Mark Schulte, who is 
in charge of publicity for the Commit-
tee. Contact: Regina Tomek, rtomek@
cox.net, Citizens Committee to Allow 
Leashed Dogs in Lakewood Parks.

must be there to find out!
The event will be held from 6:00 

p.m.– 9:00 p.m. Tickets are $15.00 in 
advance and $20.00 at the door. Tick-
ets may be purchased online at:  www.
downtownlakewood.com, or in person 
at Plantation Home, Geiger’s, Rozi’s, or 
Lion and Blue. Only 250 tickets will be 
sold and this is an “adult only” event – 
the kids get their treats two days later! 
So, save the date and look for addi-
tional information to be available at 
your local participating merchants and 
at www.downtownlakewood.com.         

All proceeds will benefit the Down-
town Lakewood Business Alliance, a 
program of Downtown Lakewood and 
LakewoodAlive.

West End Tavern presents:

18514 Detroit Avenue, 
Lakewood, OH  44107
phone: 216-521-7684 

fax: 216-521-9518 

“Sunday Brunch”
A 20-Year Lakewood Tradition

Eggs Benedict • Eggs Sardoux • 
Stuffed French Toast • Pot Roast Hash

Omelets • Fritatas • and more!
featuring our famous

"Mega Mimosas"
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Candidates Forum
Meet the Lakewood 

City Council Candidates
Nicki J. Antonio

Ryan Patrick Demro
Brian Powers
Jared Shapiro
Daniel Shields
Monique Smith

Wednesday October 7, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
Assisted Living Building

1381 Bunts Road, Lakewood
(Campus is on NE Corner of Bunts & Detroit.)

Refreshments provided!
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To make an appointment, please call 216.529.7110.
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Cleveland Clinic 
Neurological Institute 
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Now Welcoming Board-Certified Neurologists, 
Drs. Itin, Stojic and Tanase.
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Neurosurgery Program*, offering the most advanced care in 

neurological treatments, prevention and rehabilitation services. 

With the addition of Cleveland Clinic Neurologists, Drs. Itin, Stojic 

and Tanase, patients have greater access to a wider range of 

specialized care in fields such as general neurology, epilepsy and 

movement disorders like Parkinson’s Disease.

* Ranked by U.S.News & World Report, 2009.
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by Jennifer Raynor
LakewoodAlive, a nonpartisan 

economic development corporation, 
announces a fall forum, “Wind Turbines 
On Our Horizon?” This community event 
features Cuyahoga County Wind Energy 
Task Force members who will present 
summary findings and conclusions from 
the recently completed feasibility study 
concerning the prospects for offshore 
wind energy in Lake Erie. The forum will 
also address the economic impact and 
environmental implications of developing 
wind energy in Northeast Ohio. 

The forum will take place Wednes-
day, September 30 at 7 p.m. at Harding 
Middle School (16601 Madison Avenue, 
at Woodward Avenue).  

“Our task force, comprised of rep-
resentatives from Cuyahoga County, 
the State of Ohio, Case Western Reserve 
University, the Cleveland Foundation 
and other institutions, has worked for 
over two years assessing the potential to 
develop a wind turbine demonstration 
project in Lake Erie,” says Bill Mason, 
Chair of the Great Lakes Energy Devel-
opment Task Force. “Execution of this 
project would showcase Greater Cleve-
land as a leading center for offshore 
wind energy in North America.” 

Mary Anne Crampton, the exec-
utive director of LakewoodAlive, 
recognizes that the subject of renew-
able energy sources and sustainability 

Wind Turbines On 
Our Horizon

has broad appeal not only for residents 
and businesses in Lakewood, but 
throughout the Greater Cleveland area. 
“We’re thrilled to be able to showcase 
this important topic and we invite any-
one interested in wind energy to come 
and learn more about how Cuyahoga 
County is addressing the opportunities 
and challenges it poses.” 

Forum panelists, all representing 
the Cuyahoga County Wind Energy 
Task Force, include:
* Steve Dever, 

   Task Force Executive Director
 * Bill Mason, 

Task Force Chair
 * Dave Matthiesen, 

  Case Western Reserve University
* Richard Stuebi, 

  The Cleveland Foundation
An audience question and answer 

session will follow the presentation. 
The forum is free and open to the 
public and no advance registration is 
required.

UnitedWay of Greater Cleveland presents

UnitedWe Dine – Lakewood

From October 8 – 10,2009 the following
Lakewood restaurantswillmake a one-time
donation to UnitedWay of Greater Cleveland

AROUNDTHE CORNER * 18616 DETROIT AVENUE

DEWEY’S PIZZA * 18516 DETROIT AVENUE

ITALIAN CREATIONS * 16104 HILLIARD ROAD

KENILWORTHTAVERN *18204 DETROIT AVENUE

MR.HERO * 16204 DETROIT AVENUE

LUXE * 6605 DETROIT AVENUE

MULLEN'S ONMADISON * 17014MADISON AVENUE

RIVERWOOD CAFE * 18500 DETROIT AVENUE

. . . ANDMORE!!!

Please visit these restaurants during United We Dine days and your meal
and beverages will help support the more than 200 health and human
service programs in our community that help 400,000 Greater Cleveland
residents every year.

New establishments are joining the list every day!
Check uws.org/UnitedWeDine for updates!
To learn more about Lakewood’s United We Dine program please
contact Jim Mullen at 216-436-2188 or jmullen@uws.org.

In partnership with

The City of Lakewood The Lakewood Observer
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Lakewood City Council

On Wednesday, September 9, 2009 
the first Council meeting after the sum-
mer recess took place in the City Hall 
Auditorium, which was packed with 
people, some finding extra chairs or just 
standing around the perimeter. Council 
President Michael Dever called the meet-
ing to order at 7:31 P.M. Mayor Edward 
Fitzgerald presented the first two topics, 
which were a resolution to support the 
parishioners of St. James Parish in their 
fight to keep their church open and an 
ordinance to strengthen the City’s his-
toric preservation legislation. This new 
legislation would allow the City to des-
ignate certain properties as landmarks. 
Furthermore, any of these properties 
protected by this designation would 
not only be protected from destruction, 
but it would also protect their interiors, 
requiring them to stay intact. This leg-
islation is important because, if passed, 
it would prevent the Vatican from strip-
ping the beautiful treasures from inside 
St. James if the parishioners loose their 
appeal. Much of the church membership 
was present to show their support and 
appreciation to the City and the Mayor. 
After a long discussion, the Council 
passed the resolution and referred the 
ordinance to committee. Then much 
of the room cleared before the meeting 
could continue.

Chair of the Finance Committee, 
Councilman Mike Summers (Ward III), 
gave his report regarding the State’s audit 
of Lakewood’s 2008 finances. The State 
Auditor certified that the City’s financial 
statements are presented fairly and are 
in conformity with generally accepted 
accounting principles. The audit cost 
$47,778 dollars. Summers continued, 
indicating that after this year it is unclear 
as to whether or not the State will be able 
to perform an audit for Lakewood due to 
more pressing assignments in the region. 
He closed his remarks congratulating 
Finance Director Jennifer Pae and her 
staff, as well as reminding council of the 
difficult process they have ahead of them 
during the 2010 budget process.

Councilwoamn Nickie Antonio 
(At-Large) spoke on the behalf of the 
merchants in the Madison Avenue Mer-
chants Association (MAMA) in regards to 
their interest in putting up shingle signs. 
Shingle signs are signs that hang down 
over the sidewalk in front of a business, 

much like the one in front of Bela Dubby 
(or an old western saloon). MAMA mer-
chants believe these signs would increase 
the visibility and asthetics of their busi-
nesses. However, businesses looking to 
put up one of these signs have experi-
enced difficulties working with some of 
the City’s departments. Because of this, 
Antonio is asking that the code regulat-
ing these signs be changed to make it 
easier for businesses to attain these signs, 
and actually encourage them to do so.

Antonio then communicated the 
concerns of several citizens about chemi-
cal spraying that is being done along 
the railroad tracks. There is great con-
cern since no one seems to know what 
the chemicals are and what, if any, side 
affects they may cause. Many people 
wished they had been notification before 
the spraying, so they could have at least 
closed their windows. No such warning 
was given to the City or the residents. 
Some of the chemicals have spread to the 
nearby property of homeowners. Anto-
nio mentioned yards where half of the 
grass was dead- the half on the side of the 
tracks. She also mentioned that many of 
these homes have gardens adjacent to the 
railroad property growing plants families 
plan to consume. Antonio asked the City 
to contact Norfolk Southern, find out 
what these chemicals are, look into the 
chemicals to see if they have any negative 
effects, and to ask them to give warning 
anytime they plan to spray.

Present at the meeting to speak 
about her concerns with the railroad 
chemical spraying was Cook Avenue 
resident Alice Bocchicchio. She dis-
cussed that there have always been 
workers along the tracks, but last year 
was the first time they used chemicals. 
She has spoken with the workers on a 
few occasions to ask them not to spray 
by her yard because she has a National 
Wildlife Certified Garden. She said they 
have always been polite and follow her 
request not to spray by her yard. This 
year she asked them what they were 
spraying and they told her Glyphosate 
and 2,4-D. According to her research 
Glyphosate is the chemical used in the 
product RoundUp and is connected to 
respiratory problems. As for 2,4-D her 

research from Cornell University and 
the EPA sates that it could cause some 
birth defects if the mother is exposed 
during pregnancy and that it has nega-
tive effects to several animals including 
birds, fish, and impairs reproduction in 
honeybees. She also read a report from 
Colorado State on 2,4-D discussing the 
effect of the chemical carried to plants by 
wind drift, not direct contact. Accord-
ing to this report some plants exposed 
to the chemical might survive and bare 
fruit, but any produce from these plants 
should not be eaten. She closed her 
statement saying that originally she was 
okay with them just not spraying her 
yard, but now she does not want them 
spraying anywhere in the City.

The Council referred Antonio’s 
statement to Health and Human Ser-
vice Committee to be considered.

Councilman Kevin Butler (Ward I) 
presented an amendment to the ordinance 
passed last year banning dogs designated 
as pit bulls from the City limits. Accord-
ing to Butler over the last year there have 
been several cases of law-abiding citizens 
who did not know about the new law, 
having to remove their dog from the City 
because they did not register them by the 
December deadline. The Mayor’s assis-
tant Andrea Rocco brought this problem 
to the attention of the Animal Safety and 
Welfare Advisory Board, on which Butler 
serves, after the large amount of appeals 
she received from citizens unaware of the 
new law. After much discussion, the Board 
decided that the law should be amended 
to allow a 30 day period for anyone who 
did not know about the law to come into 
complete compliance, if they can prove 
that their dog lived in the City before they 
law was passed. This change would save 
the City a lot of headaches as well as offer 
good citizens a chance to comply with the 
new law when informed. After a strongly 
positioned discussion, and with the May-
or’s support, the ordinance was passed 
without the votes of councilmen Powers 
or Bullock.

Taking a break from the docket, 
Councilman Dever allowed the Mayor 
to give an update on the RTA situation. 
After going to court, where the Mayor 
himself presented the City’s case against 
RTA, the judge required RTA to supply all 
the documents requested. Piles of docu-
ments have been delivered to the City. The 
Mayor says, “Every time they say they have 
fully complied they give us another set of 
records.” The Mayor invites anyone who 
is interested in looking through the infor-
mation to call City Hall. Likewise, he says 
he is open to any ideas from the public 
regarding this issue. He said the City will 
not file a lawsuit against RTA regarding its 
service since no court can require a busi-
ness not to cut a service. He continued, 
saying that RTA has offer a one day a week 
“shopper service” for any community 
who will contribute $50,000 dollars. The 
Mayor will not settle for this, but is willing 
to sit down with Joe Calebrese, RTA Gen-
eral Manager, to discuss the plan.

Although the Mayor is not giving 

up on RTA delivering this service, he 
and Representative Dennis Kucinich 
have also looked into other options. 
There is the possibility of Lakewood 
running its own circulator. Estimates 
suggest this could be done for between 
$320-380 thousand a year. Kucinich 
has asked both the Federal Depart-
ment of Transportation and the 
Federal Transit Authority to look into 
supplying funds to the City to provide 
this service.

A few members from the group 
Riders to Save the Lakewood Circulator 
spoke at the meeting. Unfortunately, 
many of them had to leave before they 
were given their chance, because the 
last Circulator passed by City Hall just 
after 9 and the topic was not reached 
until about 9:30.

Getting back to the docket, Mayor 
Fitzgerald asked Council to allow the 
City to enter into an agreement with the 
West Shore Council of Governments 
(WCOG) and Emergency Services Con-
sulting International. This partnership 
would allow consulting services to be 
done to see if the cities involved in the 
WCOG could benefit from a cooperative 
agreement and consolidation of fire ser-
vices, and if so in what ways. The Mayor 
clarified that this was only a study to see 
if the City could benefit from consoli-
dating. The consolidation could range 
just from sharing vehicles to a full-scale 
consolidation of all the fire departments. 
He continued, saying, “If it doesn’t make 
sense for the city, then we won’t do it. If 
the people don’t want it, then we won’t 
do it.” The cost of the study will be 
mostly paid for in grants and what is not 
will be divided between the seven cit-
ies in the WCOG. Lakewood’s portion 
will be covered by a reserve it holds with 
WCOG. The Council voted on the reso-
lution, passing it on its first reading.

Planning and Development Direc-
tor Nathan Kelly asked Council to 
consider making a loan to the owners 
of the Bailey Building on the south-
east corner of Warren and Detroit for 
the purpose of restoring the building 
to its historic architecture. The build-
ing was built in 1935, but currently 
has a pre-cast concrete overlay on the 
façade. The department of Planning 
and Development would like to work 
with the buildings owners to restore 
the building by offering a loan to do so. 
The Council seemed interested in the 
idea and referred it to the Committee 
of the Whole for further discussion.

Director Kelly continued with 
another request, asking Council to con-
sider approving the acquisition of the 
building at 2070 Dowd Street. The build-
ing has been on the market for several 
years now and the City had been pur-
suing it, but only recently has the other 
party agreed to hand it off for free. The 
City has looked at several options for the 
site, and although the building is in great 
disrepair, the City would still like to look 
at the possibility of saving it. The Coun-
cil received his statement and referred it 
to the Housing Department.

After a long, three hour meeting, it 
finally came to an end at 10:20.

Chemical Spraying, RTA & St. James
By Christopher Bindel
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Lakewood Medical Associates, 
Rockport is pleased to welcome to 
their practice Kevin J. Leisinger, MD 
and Kurtis Dornan, MD.
Kevin J. Leisinger, MD completed his residency in Family 
Medicine at Fairview Hospital where he was Chief 
Resident. He earned his medical degree from the University 
of Toledo College of Medicine and received his Bachelors 
degree from the University of Notre Dame. He is a graduate 
of St. Ignatius High School and grew up in Avon Lake. He 
has special interests in preventative medicine, diabetes, 
adolescent health and hypertension. 

Kurtis Dornan, MD completed his residency in Family 
Medicine with an emphasis in obstetrics and high-risk 
delivery at Summa Health System in Akron. He earned 
his medical degree from the Medical College of Ohio 
in Toledo and received his Bachelors degree from Case 

in Family Medicine and has special interests in obstetrics, 
reproductive health issues, women’s health and pediatrics. 

Expanding to Meet Your Needs

To schedule an appointment, 
please call 216.529.7125.

Lakewood Medical Associates, 
Rockport 
11851 Detroit Avenue
Lakewood, OH 44107

L–R: Charles Garven, MD; Jennifer Snyder, MD; Kurtis Dornan, MD; 
Janelle Henning, MD and Kevin Leisinger, MD

USPS Safety Corner “Not Postal Procedure”
by Carmen Bernazzoli

In an ongoing effort to keep our 
carriers safe and reduce the number of 
accidents, the Post Office is passing along 
information to help keep everyone safe.

Let me first start by stating that the 
Post Office Policy on dog treats is as fol-
lows, “CARRIERS ARE NOT ALLOWED 
TO FEED BISCUITS OR TREATS TO 
DOGS ON THEIR ROUTES.” 

“Why?” you may ask. You might 
think this is a harmless act, but it helps cre-
ate an unsafe situation for the substitute 
carrier when your regular carrier is off for 
the day. When the substitute carrier is on 
your street and your dogs are loose, the 

dogs will run towards the carrier, excited. 
It would be unclear to the substitute as to 
why. The substitute will have to assume the 
dogs are a threat. The carrier is instructed 
to spray the dogs if they continue to charge 
attempting to avoid one of thousands of 
dog bites which occur annually. 

Recently this situation happened. 
There was a substitute carrier on duty. 
The customer let their dogs loose 
expecting their regular carrier to pass 
out dog treats. The dogs charged the 
carrier. The carrier couldn’t get them 
to stop going after him, so he sprayed 
the dogs. The owners were not pleased 
and called the Post Office upset over 

the incident. 
There are a few rules and regulations 

that are in place by the city of Lakewood 
as well as by the Post Office to prevent 
these types of situations from occuring.

 1. Customer’s dogs are not to be loose 
in their front yards, especially unattended.

 2. If you notice that it is NOT your 
regular carrier, do not let your dogs out 
or put them in the back until the car-
rier passes. 

 3. Do not assume that all carri-
ers are dog lovers. No one should push 
their dogs on carriers. Dogs react dif-
ferently to unfamiliar people.

 4. Remember the carrier is there 

to deliver your mail in a safe and acci-
dent free manner. 

 5. Teach your children to respect 
the mail person and to put the dogs in 
if the children are out with the dogs.

By following these simple rules we 
can work together to prevent these sit-
uations from reccuring.

You may have noticed, there have 
been route additions and other changes 
being made at the Post Office. There is a 
higher probability that there will be dif-
ferent carriers delivering your mail. The 
carriers cannot control the changes being 
made. Please be aware and help us protect 
not only the carriers but also your dogs.

by Val Machenbier, Office Manager 
of Lakewood Chamber of Commerce

The Board of Directors of the 
Lakewood Chamber of Commerce is 
pleased to announce that Patricia L. 
Ryan has been appointed to the position 
of President & Chief Executive Officer.

Patty was raised in Findlay, Ohio 
and attended Miami University where 
she received a B.S. in Business and 
majored in Marketing. She and her 
husband Jim moved to Lakewood in 
1990, whereupon Patty returned to 
school to earn her Masters in Labor 
Relations & Human Resource Manage-
ment from Cleveland State University.  
Patty has served as the Vice President 
of the Chamber for the past five years, 
assisting the recently retired Chamber 
President Kathy Berkshire with the day-
to-day operations of the organization.

Patty views the Chamber as an eco-
nomic development organization that 
will focus on the mission of advancing 
the commercial, industrial, and profes-
sional interests of the community of 
Lakewood. She also recognizes that orga-
nizations which succeed in Lakewood do 
so by forming great partnerships. “I hope 
to continue to grow and strengthen our 
relationships with the City of Lakewood, 
other economic development organiza-
tions, the schools, the non-profits, and 
especially the businesses in this commu-
nity.” In addition, Patty plans to introduce 
some new ideas in the areas of web-based 
marketing, fundraising and using social 
media outlets to promote Chamber 
membership and events.

The Chamber is excited to be join-
ing COSE and other regional chambers to 
offer an affordable business trip to China 
in April 2010, and is currently work-
ing with CSU, the City of Lakewood & 
Westshore Career Tech to bring an engi-
neering incubator to Lakewood.  As the 
new President & CEO, Patty’s vision is “to 
advance the Chamber by joining forces 
with organizations in the community to 
create opportunities and solve problems 
that affect us all. Combining this with our 
tradition of excellent service to our mem-
bership, we will grow and strengthen our 
organization in the years to come.”

Patty Ryan New
Director of Lakewood
Chamber Of 
Commerce
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Lakewood Public Library Events
All Events and Programs Are Free And Open To The Public 

Wednesday, September 23
LAKEWOOD—THE MAKING OF A STREETCAR SUBURB
Main Library Auditorium at 7 p.m.
In just thirty years, Lakewood transitioned from a small, rural community to a 
thriving city with new residential and commercial districts. Mazie Adams, Exec-
utive Director of the Lakewood Historical Society, explores the development of 
Lakewood into a streetcar suburb. The population boom between 1890 and 1920 
led to new subdivisions, new commercial buildings lining Detroit and Madison, 
the creation of major utilities services and streetscapes as well as the construction 
of churches, schools and municipal buildings.

Thursday, September 24 
RESOURCES FOR COLLEGE, CAREER AND FINANCIAL AID 
PLANNING
Main Library Auditorium at 7 p.m. Ohio’s economic future depends on a better-
prepared workforce stepping up and doing their best. If you need help pursuing 
your post-secondary education or are looking for fresh career planning tools to 
help you along the way, you’re not alone. Cleveland Scholarship Programs, Inc. is 
one of the oldest and most-emulated college access programs in the country. Find 
out about the programs they offer and learn about some of the best on-line and 
print resources for researching colleges, careers and the financial aid process.

Sunday, September 27  
SUNDAY WITH THE FRIENDS: Swing Along with the Bavarians
at 2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium.   See story on Page 7 for details.

Tuesday, September 29
INTERIOR PAINTING IN AN OLDER HOME
 at 7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium. Have you ever imagined what the 
interior of your house looked like originally? Is it possible or practical to redeco-
rate your older home in a way that is sensitive to its architectural style? Kerrington 
Adams, a historic preservation specialist from the Cleveland Restoration Society, 
showcases various trends in historic painting and takes a look at different types 
of paint and finishes. He’ll also share techniques for prepping surfaces, repairing 
plaster, stripping wood work, and analyzing paint samples.

Saturday, October 3
BACK TO THE MOVIES: Five Decades of Cinema
The Thirties: It Happened One Night (1934) Directed by Frank Capra Not Rated
 6:00 p.m.in the Main Library Auditorium. Runaway heiress Claudette Colbert 
meets struggling newspaper reporter Clark Gable on the lam. As they journey 
through the night, their antipathy turns to affection while encountering an odd-
ball assortment of characters. If this sounds like a familiar formula, that’s because 
this is the original romantic or “screwball” comedy. Director Capra often said 
that the making of this movie would have made a pretty good screwball comedy 
itself, since neither Gable nor Colbert wanted to be involved in the production. 
By Oscar time, however, they were both happy to pick up acting statuettes. In fact 
this was the first film to win all five major Oscar categories, collecting hardware 
for Picture, Director and Screenwriting as well.

Sunday, October 4
SUNDAY WITH THE FRIENDS: Velvet Voyage
2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium. After a lifetime of playing and tour-
ing with other artists, this smooth trio of jazz musicians found each other and 
discovered the sound they’d been searching for their entire lives. Sit back and let 
their original, deep-blue jams wash over your Sunday afternoon.

Monday, October 5
MEET THE AUTHOR: My Mother was a Butterfly a film by Eva 
Jane Bunkley
 7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium. Producer, screenwriter and director 
Eva Jane Bunkley shares two remarkable stories from her own life. First, there’s 
the story of the young woman who spent three days alone with her mother’s dead 
body when she was only six years old. She never questions what happened until 
she grows up, looking just like her mother. When she reaches the age at which 
her mother died, one question leads to another until finally she’s caught up in 
a strange journey to uncover the secrets of a tragic life… In the second story, 
this Emmy-winning make-up artist becomes a celebrated filmmaker in an effort 
to share her mother’s story—and ends up connecting with the father she never 
knew. DVDs will be available for sale and signing at the event.

Thursday, October 8
BOOK GROUP: BOOKED FOR MURDER
at 7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Meeting Room Tonight’s book discussion is 
about Suspicions of Mr. Whicher by Kate Summerscale
In this Victorian true crime tale, the Kents wake up one day to find their four-
year-old son murdered. All clues point to the distasteful notion that the killer 
lives among them. But when Mr. Whicher of Scotland Yard suspects the boy’s 
half-sister, his career is nearly ruined.  Five years later, the killer’s confession sets 
the nation into hysterics and inspires a generation of mystery writers. For more 
details, visit www.lkwdpl.org/bookclubs.

LEARNING LAB CLASSES:
Reservations for computer instruction classes begin the first of each month. To 
register, please stop in or call (216) 226-8275, ext. 127. We ask that all students 
come to class with a working knowledge of the mouse. If you need help, visit the 
Technology Center and ask the staff to set you up on our Mouse Training Pro-
gram. It’s fun, easy and essential to becoming computer literate.

Internet Basics:  Saturday, October 3 at 3 p.m. in the Main Library Learning 
Lab
Job Hunting Workshop: Tuesday, October 6 at 7:00 p.m. in the Main Library 
Learning Lab

CHILDRENS & YOUTH SERVICES

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
THE ZONE: For students in kindergarten through fifth grade
Get in the Zone and sign up for a week of themed activities!  Visit www.lkwdpl.
org/youth for the list of fun and exciting programs just for kids. To register, please 
stop in or call (216) 226-8275, ext. 140. 
Tuesday, September 8 – Thursday, May 27
September 28 – October 1: Roll the Dice
Monday – Thursday at 4:00 p.m. in the Children’s and Youth Services Depart-
ment at Main Library and Madison Branch

CREATION STATION: For students in kindergarten through fifth grade
Join us for crafts each and every Friday after school. There is no need to register; 
however, to schedule groups, please call Main Library (216) 226-8275, Ext. 140 or 
Madison Branch (216) 228-7428.
Fridays, September 11 – May 28 at 4:00 p.m.
Children’s and Youth Services Department at Main Library and Madison 
Branch

HOMEWORK ER: For students in kindergarten through eighth grade
Need help with your homework or just want a cool place to work? Come to the 
Homework Room for help and resources. No need to register. 
Tuesday, September 8 – Thursday, May 27
Monday – Thursday, 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m., in the Children’s and Youth Ser-
vices Department at Main Library and Madison Branch

LAKEWOOD PUBLIC LIBRARY SPELLING BEE: For youth in fourth 
through eighth grade
Can you spell c-a-c-o-p-h-o-n-y? If you can or want to try, then be a part of our 
first spelling bee. Grab your dictionary and get ready to “bee” the best speller in 
Lakewood. To register and receive your word list, please stop by the Children’s 
and Youth Services Department at the Main Library.
Thursdays, October 1 – October 29 at 4:00 p.m. in the Main Library Multipur-
pose Room
Spelling Bee Championship
Friday, November 6 at 7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

YOUTH READING PROGRAMS
GETTING GRAPHIC: For youth in sixth through eighth grade
They say “a picture is worth a thousand words.” Join us as we discover the truth 
behind that sentiment and explore graphic novels as an artistic and literary 
medium. To register, please stop in or call (216) 226-8275, ext. 140.
Tuesday, September 29      Blindspot by Kevin Pyle
7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. in the Main Library Multipurpose Room

ART EXPLOSION: For youth in fifth through eighth grade
Learn about different artists, then experiment with and create your own style to 
display at a special art show. To register, please stop in, call (216) 226-8275, ext. 
140 or use the form provided on the last page of this booklet.
Tuesdays from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
September 22, October 6, October 20, November 3, November 17, December 1
Art Show on Saturday, December 5, 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Main Library Multipurpose Room

HOGWARTS EXPRESS: For youth in fifth through eighth grade
Meet us on Platform 9¾ for a journey into the fantastical realm of Harry Potter. 
All registrants will be granted admission into the world’s most prestigious School 
of Magic. Once the term begins, students will compete in Harry Potter-themed 
games and activities for the chance to win the house cup. How will you be sorted? 
To register, please stop in, call (216) 226-8275, ext. 140 or use the form provided 
on the last page of this booklet.
Wednesdays, October 7 – November 18, 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. in the Main 
Library Multipurpose Room

T4RF: TWEENS FOR READING FUN: For youth in fourth or fifth grade
How better to relate to books than to read about characters who are similar to 
you? Book discussion, activities and team games guarantee lively and entertain-
ing evenings! To register, please stop in, call (216) 226-8275, ext. 140 or use the 
form provided on the last page of this booklet.
Thursday, October 1 Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney
7:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. in the Main Library Multipurpose Room

FAMILY PROGRAMS:
FAMILY WEEKEND WONDERS
Make the Library a part of your family weekend time with programs featuring 
stories, activities, music and crafts. Our staff will provide materials and ideas for 
families wishing to continue reading and storytelling at home. The programs are 
free and there is no need to register in advance.
Main Library: Friday: 10:30 a.m., 2:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m.
                    Saturday: 10:30 a.m., 2:00 p.m., 4:00p.m.
                    Sunday: 2:00 p.m.
Madison Branch: Friday 10:30 a.m., Saturday 11:30 a.m., and Sunday 3:00 
p.m.
September 25, 26, 27: Animal Houses
October 2, 3, 4: Fall Leaves Fall                       

FAMILY MUSIC & MORE: For the whole family
Edd Zauber and the Magic and Mystery of China
See Page 7 for description.
Seating is limited. Doors open fifteen minutes prior to the performance.
Saturday, September 26 at 7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Multipurpose Room
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Lakewood Public Library

by Amy Kloss
How does one go from rocket sci-

entist to Swinging Bavarian? Ask Tom 
Herbell, lifelong musician, former 
rocket scientist and music man about 
town. Better yet, come to the main 
branch of the Lakewood Public Library 
on Sunday, September 27 at 2 p.m. and 
sing along with the Swinging Bavar-
ians, the thirteen-piece brass band led 
by Herbell that plays everything from 

plays old sing-along favorites like How 
Much is that Doggie in the Window, 
Tennessee Waltz and the Happy Wan-
derer. Also included in their repertoire 
are Margie, Five Foot Two, Boogie Woo-
gie Bugle Boy, String of Pearls, Pretty 
Woman and Disco Lives.

A graduate of Cleveland Heights 
High School, Herbell was a member of 
the band and orchestra there, as well 
as manager of the band and glee club 
at Case Institute of Technology, where 
he earned a PhD in Metallurgy in 1961. 
After 38 years working on space shut-
tle technology at NASA Lewis, Herbell 

Swing Along With The Bavarians

by Katherine Tatnall
On September 26th as Family Music 

and More kicks of its fall season at the 
Lakewood Public Library with an exciting 
display of sleight of hand and transforma-
tion. For over 50 years audiences have been 
delighted by The Magic of Edd Zauber. As 
a child he was inspired to study magic by 
watching magicians perform. He has been 
a member of the International Brotherhood 
of Magicians and the Society of American 
Magicians for many years now. Edd has 
published his own journal for stage magi-
cians called, The Illusionist. Throughout his 
career he has created tricks for others magi-
cians and been a teacher of magic. Edd says 
he loves to perform for children because he 
really loves to see their faces as they witness 
each new trick.

He has performed all over the United 

States but it was a recent trip to China that 
inspired his new show, The Magic and 
the Mystery of China. Do you know how 
many things we use everyday like paper, 
toothbrushes, kites and the compass were 
all invented in China? Did you ever won-
der what magic might be made with these 
common everyday items? Don’t wonder; 
come join us for and exciting evening of 
magic and mystery. The show is filled with 
enough mystery, audience participation, 
and classic magic to enthrall all ages.

The show will be held in the Main 
Library’s Multi-purpose room on Sat-
urday September, 26 at 7pm. As always 
the show will be free and open to the 
public, registration is not necessary. 
The doors will open 15 minutes before 
the performance. Please call 216-226-
8275 ext. 140 for more information.

Family Music And More Returns

by Chris Weaver
Library items are free to borrow… until you forget your due date, that is! And 

even though Lakewood Public Library’s fines are reasonable, they can add up, fast. To 
help our patrons, Library Public Library makes it easy to renew items for two more 
weeks, even if you don’t have time to stop by the Main building or Madison Branch.

Just call 216-226-8275 ext. 150 and leave a message with your name and phone 
number. You will receive a call back if there are any issues (e.g. if an item has been 
requested by another patron); otherwise, enjoy those materials for another 14 days.

It is easy to renew your items online as well, at lkwdpl.org or using the catalog 
stations inside the library. You will need your User ID and PIN Number (available 
by showing photo ID next time you are visiting the library).  Click on “My Account,” 
then “Renew my materials” and enter your User Information. You will know imme-
diately whether your items renewed and if any are still due on their original date.

As always, feel free to stop into either Branch and speak directly with a Staff 
Member to renew your items and to take home other great selections to enjoy!

Need More Time? Let Us Know!

waltzes to disco.
The Swinging Bavarians originated 

in the 1980s after a group of musicians 
from the Al Koran Shriners got together 
to play tunes from an old Czech music 
book. They entered the Shriners’ Ger-
man band competition in 1990 and 
earned a “Superior” rating that year and 
for the following 13 years.

In addition to marches, polkas and 
waltzes, this Octoberfest brass band 

is now free to pursue his many musi-
cal interests. He’s had nine years of 
clarinet study and 65 years of playing 
clarinet and saxophone. He manages 
the Cleveland Letter Carriers’ band 
and plays in the Bavarian Trio and a 
saxophone quartet. The rest of the 
Bavarians are also accomplished musi-
cians who play in a number of bands 
in Cleveland.

If you want to sing (and swing) 
along with the Bavarians, join us at the 
Lakewood Public Library on Septem-
ber 27 at 2 p.m. in the Auditorium for 
this free musical performance.

Up to an additional

$1,500 in Federal Tax Credits*
may be available with the installation of qualifying high-efficiency products

You don’t have to go outside 
to  enjoy it.

Enjoy the fresh air of the outdoors—indoors
with Lennox® Healthy Climate Indoor Air Quality Systems. 
A complete line of ozone-free air filters, 
air purifiers, humidifiers and ventilators 
that reduce allergens, regulate 
humidity and fill your home with 
clean, healthy air. 

Pittsburgh;Slife Heating & Cooling, Inc.;B05064;4.625x7.5

OH Lic #16431
*See dealer for details and visit www.energystar.gov for more information on the credit guidelines and list of qualifying heating and cooling equipment.
© 2009 Lennox Industries Inc. See your participating Lennox dealer for details. Lennox dealers include independently owned and 
operated businesses.

(216) 221-0310

slifehvac@sbcglobal.net

B05064-09Summer-4.625x7.5-4c.indd   1 6/12/09   9:18:13 AM
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America’s Money Man™ and author 
of “Your Money, Your Future”, Ivan 
Gelfand publishes an eNewletter 
around the 15th of each month. 

The yearly subscription for Ivan’s 
eNewsletter is $29.95. 

Observer readers have an opportunity to receive the eNewsletter 
for F-R-E-E. 

That’s a $29.95 eNewsletter for FREE! 
Go to: IvanGelfand.com/signup. 

Learn from America’s Money Man™

Ivan Gelfand: America’s Money Man™

Out And About

Monday: 2 for 1 Black Angus Burgers

WATERBURY COACHOUSE

$5.99 Daily Specials
Monday- Strip Steak
Tuesday - Pork Chop

Wednesday - Chicken Paprikash
Thursday - Spaghetti & Meatballs

Friday - Perch Sandwich

20 Years of
Real Food & Real Deals

Delicious
Home Cooking

13333 Madison Ave.216-226-9772

Saturday - 2 for 1 Steak $14.95

Restaurant and TavernWATERBURY COACHOUSE

$5.99 Daily Specials 20 Years of
Real Food & Real Deals

Delicious 
Home Cooking

13333 Madison Ave.216-226-9772

by Lynn Foran
H2O Summer Service camp 

wrapped up its summer season with 
a bountiful harvest.  200 Lakewood 
middle school youth spent part of their 
summer learning that helping others is 
rewarding and fun.  Over 4,000 hours of 
service were given to the Lakewood com-
munity and greater Cleveland area.  The 
successful results of the camp are seen 
through the increased self-confidence in 
the youth and the ownership to “make a 
difference” in their community. 

How can one make a difference?  
Just ask students wearing H2O t-shirts.  
They can give at least 15 different ideas.  
That is how many service projects they 
were involved with during each two-
week camp session.  However, one can 
imagine the hundreds of ideas those 
eager and creative minds will spawn to 
make the world a better place.

Making a Difference Locally
During the celebration on Aug 

13, campers, parents, supporters, and 
benefitting organizations gathered to 
celebrate the 15th year of this unique 
youth service-learning program 
sponsored by the City of Lakewood, 
Lakewood City Schools, and private 

For Lakewood’s Youth 

H2O Camp Is Miracle Grow Ingredient
donations.  Trish Rooney, Executive 
Director of the Lakewood Christian 
Service Center was thrilled that her 
organization was the beneficiary of 
several camp projects.  “H2O gath-
ered, cleaned, and repackaged school 
supplies that were given out to 204 
Lakewood children.  The need is so 
great this year. The supplies were gone 
in one day.  We also received $483 from 
H2O’s ShareFest (held just prior to Fri-
day Night Flicks at Lakewood Park) 
and H2O volunteers helped hand out 
10,000 pounds of produce from the 
Cleveland Foodbank to 650 individuals 
during our first-ever Farmer’s Market.  
I don’t want to forget to mention that 
we continue to be supplied on a weekly 
basis with fresh produce by H2O’s 
LEAF garden for our LCSC clients.”

 Making a Difference Globally
Campers learned about Heifer 

International, an organization whose 
mission is to end hunger and poverty 
and to care for the earth.  For over 60 
years, Heifer International’s idea has 
been to give people a source of food 
rather than short term relief.  Heifer 
helps families obtain a sustainable 
source of food and income. 

Pictured with H2O Summer Camp Staff are recipients of the VIRGINIA M. 
FAIRCHILD Award for outstanding leadership and attitude. Kneeling from left: 
Kerry Colatruglio, Alex Northrop, and Ella Blackman.

Recipients of the H2O Summer Camp JANE MICHALKO PEACE AWARD. Bot-
tom row: Madeline Maloney, Sam Baker, Amira Nasrallah, and Lily Pollack. These 
campers, choosen by their peers, promoted PEACE throughout camp. They practiced 
empathy and compassion for others, celebrated differences, and worked to resolve 
conflict and promote positive feelings among everyone at camp.

During the camp, the youth held a 
“penny war.”  The idea was to load one’s 
own team jar with pennies (pennies count 
for a team) and the opponent’s team jar 
with silver coins (silver coin values count 
against a team).  The team with the most 
points wins, but in reality Heifer Inter-
national won because the “loser” jar had 
more money in it.  It might sound con-
fusing, but the campers jumped right in 
and raised over $2,000 for Heifer Interna-
tional.  Once the war was over, campers 
voted for what animals to purchase. For 
more information on Heifer International 
go to www.heifer.org.

While H2O camp is over for another 
summer season, the ideas planted in the 
H2O campers of how one person can 
make a difference will continue to thrive.  
H2O extends a heartfelt thank you to 
the major donors: The Stocker Founda-
tion, Junior Women’s Club of Lakewood, 
Lakewood Alumni Assocation, The 
Castele Family Foundation, and the 
Lakewood Arts Festival.  H2O contin-
ues its work with the youth of Lakewood 
throughout the school year with pro-
gramming at Lakewood High School, 
Harding and Garfield Middle Schools, 
and Lakewood Catholic Academy.
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Fiddler on the Roof Opens Season

An American Classic Kicks Off

The Beck Center’s 2009-2010 Theater Season

Out And About

Buy tickets at:
 HedwigCleveland.com 

Sept 4 thru Oct 3

The hit musical returns to Cleveland

Hi Fi Concert Club, Lakewood

Italian and Classical American Cuisine

Making life simple...
Catering from 

Italian Creations

216-226-2282
16104 Hilliard Road • Lakewood

www.ItalianCreation.com

Restaurant, Catering, and Take-out

by Fran Storch
At the Beck Center, we are proud 

of the tradition we’ve established as a 
premiere arts resource for the region. 
We will continue to present exceptional 
theater productions, showcase talented 
local actors and critically acclaimed 
directors, and provide top-quality arts 
education and exhibitions. But ever so 
often traditions need to be tweaked. 
And we’re very excited about some 
changes we think will better serve you.  

First, we have consolidated our 
frontline staff operations to create a 
one-stop customer service center. All 
your needs—class registration, tickets, 
groups sales—are now taken care of by 
any of our front desk staff members.

For theater fans, we have created 
a subscription package that’s more 
affordable (packages begin at $56) and 
includes some delightful shows: Is He 
Dead? by Mark Twain, The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling Bee, and The 
Producers. With so many of us on dif-
ferent schedules, you will soon be able 
to purchase tickets to any Beck pro-
duction on-line, 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week! Watch for updates in our 
e-mail newsletter ArtsLine, which you 
can subscribe to for free by visiting our 

website: beckcenter.org.
The fall session of arts educa-

tion classes includes 37 new offerings, 
including Dance Fitness, Art Journal/
Creative Sketchbook, and Creating 
Original Theater. And be sure to check 
out the new outdoor Beck Café Red 
Stage, where you can enjoy outstand-
ing musical talent. We also hope you’ve 
noticed our colorful new building 
façade and window displays. It’s a much 
more lively street presence! Don’t miss 
a special unveiling of Lakewood’s new-
est public art on Thursday, October 15 
at 5 p.m. Mayor FitzGerald will present 
a mural that will hang on the side of the 
annex building. 

Fiddler is about holding onto a 
community’s values in the face of 
changing social mores and pressures 
from the outside world. We at the 
Beck Center have you—our theater 
patrons, students, parents, donors, 
artists, volunteers, board—to help us 
navigate uncertain times and embrace 
change that strengthens our tradition 
of providing this community with 
quality arts performance and arts 
education.

To purchase theater tickets or sign 
up for classes, call 216.521.2540 x10.

by Angela Bilancini
As a subject for a musical, the 

plight of a Jewish community in Tsar-
ist Russia could be depressingly bleak. 
But the charm of Fiddler on the Roof is 
that it’s a story not only of suffering but 
of humor, grace, and hope. The play, 
set in 1905 in the village of Anatevka, 
centers on Tevya, a milkman, and his 
efforts to keep his family’s religious 
traditions alive in the face of outside 
influences. His three oldest daughters 
choose husbands that fall increasingly 
further from the family customs and 
the Tsar eventually evicts the Jews from 
their village. The play’s title is a refer-
ence to a painting by Marc Chagall, 
the Russian Jewish painter. The fid-
dler was a recurring figure in his work, 
often shown floating over Russian vil-
lages. The enigmatic fiddler maintains 
tradition and joyfulness despite a pre-
carious position, just as the villagers of 
Anatevka adapt to life’s changes and 
mix of “happiness and tears.

Fiddler on the Roof is the opening 
of The Beck Center’s 2009-2010 season 
and the Beck directorial debut of Paul 
Gurgol. George Roth in the title role of 
Tevya is excellent; his performance in 
Sabbath Prayer is especially moving. The 
set design and stage direction for this 
song worked beautifully. The dances in 
the scene at the tavern in the middle of 
Act One, where the Jews and Russians 
dance together, and the bottle dance at 
Tzeitel’s wedding reception are also high 
points. Adina R. Bloom as Golde, Mor-
gan Greene as Tzeitel, Dani Apple as 
Chava, Patricia O’Toole as Hodel, and 
Rhoda Rosen as Yente all give lovely per-
formances This is a good family show. 
Each time I see it performed, in differ-
ent stages of my life, I find something 
new. Despite the specificity of focusing 
on Russian Jewish villagers, Fiddler hits 
upon universal human experiences and 
reminds you of the arc of your own life. 
The show runs through October 18th 
and tickets are $28.

Tevye and Golde reflect on the changing world in Fiddler on the Roof at Beck Center 
through October 18. 

14877 Detroit Ave. (in Marc’s Plaza)

Call Ahead!  216.221.9781

The Best Hotdogs in Cleveland!The Best Hotdogs in Cleveland!
Chicago Style Italian Beef
Beef Hot Dog
Specialty Dogs
Turkey Dog
Veggie Dog
Beef Polish

•
•
•
•
•
•

Polish Boy
Italian Sausage
Chicken Dings
Fries (Cheese/Chili)
Sweet Potato Fries
Onion Rings

•
•
•
•
•
•

Open
Mon-Sat

 11-8
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Save St. James 

St. James Family Hoping To Save Its Home
by Lad Trepal 
“When we moved to Lakewood, we 

shopped around for a Catholic parish 
that would be a good fit for our fam-
ily. For weeks we sampled area parishes, 
but something was always missing. 
Then one weekend we decided to try 
St. James. We walked through those 
bronze doors and were astounded by 
the beauty that surrounded us—but 
that was only the beginning! By the 
time Mass ended, my wife and I turned 
to each other with big smiles and said, 
This is it—we’re home!” 

That story, related by a member 
of the parish council at the Church of 
St. James the Greater, is not untypical 
at the Lakewood parish.  As a group of 
parishioners explained, many people 
are drawn to St. James by the building 
itself—intrigued by the exterior and 
then awed by the magnificent art and 
architecture they find inside. “But they 
stay, because they discover the per-
vading spirit that makes this building 
a home—a true sense of family mani-
fested in warmth and caring and service 
to others.” (In the past fiscal year, 637 
individuals made that discovery and 
registered as new members.)

And “home” is what St. James is to 
over 4,400 residents of Lakewood and 
other western suburbs. (At least 15% 
of parishioners live outside the parish 
boundaries.) The imposing Sicilian 
Romanesque structure at the corner of 
Detroit and Granger Avenues features 
twin bell towers that can be seen blocks 
away; and, the rich chiming of the mas-
sive bronze bells is a reassuring sound 

throughout the neighborhood.
But those bells may not reso-

nate much longer. St. James is among 
the dozens of churches scheduled for 
closing by June 30, 2010 as part of the 
reconfiguration program of the Catho-
lic Diocese of Cleveland. That has led to 
a proliferation of blue and white signs 
on lawns and in windows in the area: 
SAVE ST. JAMES. And that’s exactly 
what many parishioners and non-
parishioners alike have pledged to do: 
preserve St. James as a vibrant parish 
family and as an artistic and architec-
tural treasure for future generations. 
To that end, the Friends of St. James 
have filed an appeal with the Vatican to 
overturn the decision of Bishop Rich-
ard Lennon to close the parish.

St. James was founded in 1908, 
when the Rev. Michael D. Leahy was 
appointed to form a new parish in the 
growing village of Lakewood. For the 
first few years, Masses were celebrated 
in a store room at 15607 Detroit Avenue 
and then at Miller Hall near Warren 
Road. In 1912, on property purchased 
from the Cannon family, work began 
on a combination church/school/audi-
torium building, which today serves as 
a gymnasium. A school addition was 
built in 1916.

With the population rapidly 
increasing, particularly following 
World War I, St. James took on the role 
of founding parish. In 1922 boundaries 
were redrawn and three additional par-
ishes were created: St. Clement and St. 
Luke in Lakewood and St. Christopher 
in Rocky River.

Construction on the pres-
ent church building was begun 
in 1925 and completed ten years 
later in the midst of the Great 
Depression.  The Lakewood 
Post referred to it as, “The finest 
church in the diocese and per-
haps the best modern example 
of this particular style of archi-
tecture in the world today,” 
while the Plain Dealer termed 
it, “A church which should be a 
precious heritage for generations 
to come.”

The new church, in the words 
of F.R. Webber, an authority on 
church art, was, “One of the best 
examples of church art in greater 
Cleveland, and for that matter, in 
the entire country… Its interior 
has that elusive quality known 
as devotional atmosphere.”  It 
is, he stated, “Perhaps the most 
complete example of the use of  
Christian symbolism in existence.”

A veritable artistic and architec-
tural feast, St. James is modeled on the 
eleventh-century Cathedral of Monre-

ale in Palermo, Sicily. Three circular 
rose windows are among the numer-
ous stained glass windows, all the work 
of George W. Sotter of Pennsylvania, 
known as the Tiffany of church stained 
glass art. Beautifully carved wood, gold 
leaf, rich colors, and a variety of fine 
stone and inlaid ceramic tile are much 
in evidence. Among the many kinds of 
Italian marble are eight massive col-
umns of Porta Santa marble dating to 

ancient Roman times. The vaulted blue 
ceiling of the sanctuary is embellished 
with the signs of the zodiac in gold leaf. 
It has been said  that it would take at 
least an entire day to explain, even 
briefly, every symbol in the church. 

The largest parish in the Lakewood/
Western Cleveland Cluster, St. James 
has the highest Mass attendance and 
most Baptisms, First Communions, 
Confirmations, and marriages. (The 
fact that the church building is the most 
sizable in the Cluster holds particu-
lar significance if, in the years ahead, 
reconfiguration reduces the Cluster to 

continued on pg 11

Young St. James supporters take their cause 
to Lakewood City Council and make a case to 
save the Church with homemade signage.
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Looking for affordable housing?
Come to our open house

Saturday, September 26 from 1:00 - 3:00

FEDOR MANOR
226-7575

12400 Madison
Lakewood

Fedor Manor is an 11-story, well managed, apartment building. We offer clean affordable
1-bedroom apartments to adults 62 years and older.
Each suite has a fully-equipped kitchen, living/dining room, bath and in-suite storage room.
Rent includes: A/C, cable T.V., electric, heat, water and carpet.
Fedor Manor is handicapped accessible and we offer mobility-impaired apartments.
Laundry and Parking is available on the premises. Our Community Room is air conditioned,
and we provide activities for our residents. Our library has a large selection of reading
and viewing materials.
The Office on Aging is on the premise and provides activities, transportation, lunches and
Service coordinator assistance.
We are located on Madison Ave. with RTA bus stop at the corner, a bank, Dollar store, and
small grocery close.

Brighten Your Smile,
	 	 Build	Your	Confidence

14583 Madison Ave. (just east of Warren Rd)
216-226-3084
www.jwldentistry.com

Jeffrey W. Laubmeier, D.M.D.
General & Family Dentistry

Gentle & Patient Dentist
Digital X-rays
New Patients Welcome
Emergencies Welcome
Most Insurance Accepted

•
•
•
•
•

Great Customer Service
Good with Children & 
Fearful Patients
Affordable Fees
Senior Discounts

•
•

•
•

Hours:  
Mon-Thurs 8am-5pm

Friday 7am-Noon

This widely recognizable Lakewood landmark, St. James Church, is marked for closure 
in 2010 as part of the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland’s “clustering” process.

Save St. James 

Council 
Takes A 
Stand On 
St. James
continued from pg 1

The intricate vaulted ceiling of St. James is full of symbolism as well as beinging both 
an artistic and architectural masterpiece. 

Movement Continues In Effort To Save 
Historic St. James
continued from pg 8

Members of the public have writ-
ten in support of preserving the historic 
parish and church.

“Not every town can boast such 
beauty as Lakewood can in St. James 
Church,” said one St. James supporter. 
“I lived several years in Europe and 
marveled at the rich heritage and cul-
ture that is so well preserved and passed 
down generation to generation, [and I] 
have often wished that we as Ameri-
cans were also as careful to preserve 
our heritage as we are in our pursuits 
of growth and modernization.”.” 

14724 Detroit Ave. • Lakewood
216-521-7733

www.landfalltravel.com
travel@landfalltravel.com

Mon-Fri 9am-7pm • Weekends by Appt

Vacations

Travel
Services
Representative

$50 off
*restrictions apply

BOOK YOUR 

WINTER

VACATION

TODAY!

only one or two parishes.) St. James is 
one of the three parishes that founded 
and support Lakewood Catholic Acad-
emy, which fulfills Catholic education 
needs in grades K-8.

Besides its spiritual influence and 
its cultural and artistic significance, 
St. James impacts the Lakewood area 
with such services as a community 
meals program, a wellness ministry, a 
monthly food collection for Lakewood 

Christian Service Center, Helping 
Hands assistance to the needy, and 
an award-winning daycare center.  It 
is a Red Cross bloodmobile site and 
the home of several Scout troops. 
Last Christmas its annual Giving Tree 
provided gifts for 400 children and 
much-needed supplies for a number 
of service organizations.  It houses and 
sponsors the city of Lakewood’s Fam-
ily Room and leases its former school 
building to the Positive Education Pro-
gram.

St. James has come a long way from 
60 families and a Detroit Avenue store-
front. Its people have witnessed myriad 
changes in their parish, their commu-
nity, and their world.

And what of the future? Together, 

they say, by the grace of God and with 
a favorable decision from the Vati-
can, generations to come will live out 
the parish mission statement, being, 
“Christ’s beacon of light, love, and 
hope to all we encounter on our jour-
ney to salvation.”

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 
Noted Cleveland architectural his-
torian Tim Barrett will present a 
program on the artistic and architec-
tural treasures of St. James on Sunday, 
September 27. The program begins at 3 
p.m. in the church. All are welcome!
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Lakewood Community Observer

by Tesa Nicolanti
The Lakewood Community Festi-

val took place on Saturday, September 
12, 2009, at Madison Park in Lakewood 
from 12 pm – 5 pm. The festival was a 
family friendly event with everything 
from Pony Rides to a rock climb-
ing wall. There was also an inflatable 
bounce house for the younger set, as 
well as many bubble blowing stations 
to keep the little ones entertained. “The 
Bubble Guy” roamed the park with 
a bucket full of soap and long bubble 
wands, enchanting the crowd by cre-
ating incredibly large and uniquely 
shaped bubbles with the sweep of an 
arm. Activities were plentiful including 
a water balloon toss, Alpaca and rab-
bit petting, rides in the Euclid Beach 
Rocket Car, and many others. A band, 
using the tennis court as a stage, played 
a nice variety of peppy tunes at a ear 
pleasing decibel.

A wide variety of food was avail-

able to choose from including hot dogs, 
pizza, sloppy joes, pierogi’s, cabbage 
and noodles, stuffed cabbage, kielbasa 
and sauerkraut, pulled pork sand-
wiches, a selection of barbecue fare, 
egg rolls and more. The food was very 
reasonably priced compared to other 
summer festivals, this encouraged the 
crowd to try a variety of items. The 
food vendors were set-up around the 
outer edges of the pavilion so traveling 
from one vendor to the next was not 
the shoulder-to-shoulder bustle usu-
ally experienced. There were plenty of 
picnic tables to choose from as well.

Overall, the event was a wonderful 
experience for this family of two young 
toddlers. If it hadn’t taken place during 
nap time we would have stayed for the 
duration and had dinner there as well. 
As it was, we took two sleepy tots home 
and tucked them in their beds while 
marking our calendars for next year’s 
event.

Community Festival Family Friendly Fun

Rose Slavik of the Lakewood Community Festival Committee serves stuffed cabbage 
and pierogies  from the St. Cyril food booth.

Councilwoman Mary Louis Madigan looks on at a fraction of children the new 
Madison Park playground serves in any given day.

The familiar representation of Kiwanis who can always be found at most every public 
event around town. Thanks for your service to our community’s children!

Madison Park hosted the 22nd Lakewood Community Festival on a beautiful day in 
the park. The crowd enjoys good food and a mix of musical entertainment

20445 Emerald Pkwy. 
Off Grayton in Cleveland
(216) 265-3689
euphoriacleveland.com
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JD Breast Cancer Foundation 
proudly presents the 

Young Survivors Symposium
“Healing Support, Empowered Living” and 5K “Run for the Roses” 

Saturday October 3rd & Sunday October 4th at LaCentre in Westlake

Two days of special vendors and expert speakers sharing priceless information

Get tickets now at KrisCarrCleveland.com

Don’t miss Crazy, Sexy, Kris Carr:  Oct. 3, 2009

Filmmaker and Author Kris Carr

by DL Meckes
On October 3rd and 4th, 2009, The 

JD Breast Cancer Foundation will host 
its inaugural Young Survivors’ Sym-
posium and 5K “Run for the Roses”, 
Northeast Ohio’s first event for young 
women survivors of breast cancer.  The 
two-day event, to be held at LaCentre 
Banquet and Conference Facility in 
Westlake, OH, will provide an oppor-
tunity for young survivors and social 
workers interested in earning continu-
ing education credits, to participate in 
educational seminars focused on nutri-
tion, integrative therapies, physical and 
mental health exercises, and promoting 
healthier lifestyles.  The event culmi-
nates with a community 5K race and 
1-mile walk.

Saturday’s program includes semi-
nars along three tracks of health and 
wellness, highlighted by a keynote 
address from award-winning author, 
filmmaker, and “Cancer Cowgirl”, Kris 
Carr, creator of the documentary, “Crazy 
Sexy Cancer” and author of “Crazy Sexy 
Cancer Tips” and “Crazy Sexy Cancer 
Survivor”.

On Sunday morning, the entire 
community is invited to participate 
in the 5K “Run for the Roses” (or a 1-
mile walk) starting in the parking lot at 
LaCentre.  Following the race, awards 
will be presented to race participants. 
Conference attendees may attend a 
brunch headlined by a con-
cluding keynote speaker.

Event registration 
begins September 1st, 2009.  
Although the focus is on 
“young” survivors, survivors 
of all ages and health care 
professionals are welcome to 
attend.  The 5K “Run for the 
Roses” or 1-mile walk is open 
to anyone in the community.  
In keeping with its mission 
to provide supportive ser-
vices for women regardless of 
income, the Foundation will 
provide scholarships to the 
symposium based on finan-
cial need.

For more informa-
tion about the Symposium, an event 

“Crazy, Sexy” 
Kris Carr To Headline 
Cancer Survivors Event

schedule, or to register, please visit 
KrisCarrCleveland.com.  For more 
information about Kris Carr, please 
visit crazysexylife.com and crazysexy-
cancer.com.

Named in honor of Jacqueline 
Dobransky, a vibrant young woman 
from Bay Village who was diagnosed 
with breast cancer at the age of 33 
and passed away from her disease one 
short year later, the JD Breast Cancer 
Foundation was established in 1998 
as a 501(c)(3) charitable organiza-
tion designed to meet the needs of the 
younger woman diagnosed with breast 
cancer in Northeast Ohio.  Its mission is 
to provide essential services to women 
with breast cancer by offering financial 
assistance, emotional support, and edu-
cation to enhance survivorship. The JD 
Breast Cancer Foundation has offered 
assistance to women in Lakewood.  
All proceeds from this event will fund 
these programs and services.  For more 
information please visit www.jdbcfoun-
dation.org.

The JD Breast Cancer Foundation’s 
Young Survivors’ Symposium is sup-
ported by the Cleveland Clinic, WEWS 
TV-5, the Observer Newspaper Family, 
Time Warner, and Cox Communi-
cations.  Register for the 5K “Run for 
the Roses” and 1-mile walk through 
Hermes Sports & Events (hermescleve-
land.com).

Lakewood Hospital Child Care Cen-
ter Gets New Bus
by Anne Kuenzel

The Lakewood Hospital Child 
Care Center celebrated and christened 
its new 14 passenger activity bus on 
Thursday, September 10. The event was 
held to thank the generous donors who 
made the purchase of the bus possible.  

Lakewood Hospital Child Care 
Center provides transportation for 
day trips and enrichment activities for 
a diverse group of children from four 
to eight years of age. During the school 
year, the Center transports children 
in pre-kindergarten and kindergarten 
for field trips and other activities. This 
enables the children to participate in 
cultural and educational day trips to 
museums, the Cleveland Orchestra, 
Playhouse Square, the Westside Mar-
ket, nature and science centers, local 
farms, parks, and recreational areas. 
During the 12-week summer program, 
the Center transports pre-kindergar-
ten and school-age children to picnics, 
parks, Safety Town (a community 
safety program for children), field trips, 
and swimming lessons offered through 
the Lakewood Board of Recreation. 

Recognizing the importance 
of providing transportation to the 
children, the Lakewood Hospital 
Foundation, on behalf of Lakewood 
Hospital, raised half of the money 
required to purchase the activity 

The Lakewood Hospital Child Care Center children gather to give thanks for their 
new bus. 

bus. However, additional funds were 
needed to complete the funding pack-
age and to cover ongoing expenses such 
as maintenance and licensing the vehi-
cle. Initially, the Lakewood Hospital 
Foundation raised nearly $23,000 from 
events, Market Day and other miscel-
laneous fundraising opportunities. 
The remaining funds were generously 
donated by the Lakewood Hospital 
auxiliaries: Lakewood Hospital Vol-
unteer Association, Children’s Board 
of Lakewood Hospital and the Junior 
Board of Lakewood Hospital.    

“We are one of the few child care 
programs in the community to trans-
port children on a wide variety of field 
trips and are overwhelmed by the gen-
erosity of so many people affiliated 
with Lakewood Hospital,” says Mary 
Jo Schwartz, Director of the Lakewood 
Hospital Child Care Center. “Because 
we have the ability to transport our 
boys and girls safely, we are able to 
offer wonderful learning opportuni-
ties such as fishing in the Metroparks 
or exploring the Hershey Children’s 
Garden of the Cleveland Botanical 
Gardens, which allow firsthand obser-
vation, interaction, and discovery.”  

The Child Care Center currently has 
openings available for pre-school and pre-
kindergarten aged children.  For more 
information, please call (216) 228-5437. 

Lakewood Observer

by Bonnie Fencl
Earthy colors are used in the natu-

ral state of this rattlesnake, the display 
has won awards when shown in com-
petition. Come see it up close it will 
be at the Carabel Beauty Salon & Store 
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. on the second 
Sat of Oct. Come in costume for the 
first halloween party of the season. We 
will be giving away pumpkin products 
to all who dare to dress up. Tom Fencl 
is the artist/ taxidermist.

Art Takes Many Forms



Page 14	 The Lakewood Observer	 September 22, 2009

	 Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com	

Phase III Observed

*Offer valid until 9/30/09 to new commercial subscribers of Cox Business Internet and/or Cox Digital Telephone® (excluding Centrex) 
in Cox Cleveland service locations. Minimum 1-year service contract required for 50% off for 4 months. Percentage discount applied 
as credit(s) to the monthly bill. After the first four months, the regular monthly rates will apply. Offer includes: Basic phone line up to 
10 lines and any speed of Cox Business Internet. Long Distance, features and Optical Internet not included. Additional costs for instal-
lation, construction, inside wiring and equipment may apply. Offer does not include applicable taxes or fees. Cox cannot guarantee 
uninterrupted or error-free Internet service or the speed of your service. Rates and bandwidth options vary and are subject to change. 
Telephone Modem equipment may be required. Telephone Modem uses household electrical power to operate and has backup 
battery power provided by Cox if electricity is interrupted. Telephone service, including access to e911 service, will not be available 
during an extended power outage or if the modem is moved or inoperable. Services not available in all areas. Other restrictions 
apply. Telephone services are provided by Cox Ohio Telcom, LLC. ©2009 CoxCom, Inc, d/b/a Cox Communications Cleveland Area. 
All rights reserved.

Times are tough.

This is easy.
Save 50% for the 1st 4 months
on your business Internet and 
phone services, right now!*

Call 216.535.3681
www.coxbusiness.com

Si lhouette
DANCE & FINE ARTS

AGES 3–Adult

216-228-3871
www.silhouettedance.net

Ballet
Tap
Jazz

Pointe

East End
Main Ballroom

12501 Madison Ave

West End
Silhouette Dance “Too”
15641 Madison Ave

Hip Hop
Acro

Break Dance
Ballroom Dance

Come And Meet

Miss Donna

Registration Ongoing

by Ahmie Yeung
On September 15th I attended 

the Lakewood City Schools Phase 
III Community Forum. The forum 
was promoted as an opportunity for 
members of the community to pro-
vide input towards the pending school 
board decision to close one of our city’s 
elementary schools.

After a presentation and small 
table discussions, I was really taken 
aback by how many table groups cited, 
often as their only reason for preferring 
to retain Lincoln instead of Grant, the 
potential for economic redevelopment 
of the Grant property. Potential, not 
promise. Not guarantee. Just poten-
tial. Like a lottery ticket gives you the 
potential of being a millionaire - or the 
potential of being someone who just 
wasted some money with nothing of 
physical value to show for it.

I have worked countless hours as 
co-chair of the District Configura-
tion Sub-Committee of the Phase III 
project since May. When solid, verifi-
able data wasn’t forthcoming from the 
school board or the consultants hired 
to assist this project, I went and sought 
answers on my own - from the County 
Auditor’s office and census records, 
as well as from the Center on Urban 
Poverty at Mandel School of Applied 
Social Sciences, Case Western Reserve 
University. My sub-committee mem-
bers walked the walks that kids from 
any of the schools being closed would 
have to walk to their potential “new” 
schools, and reported information 
about the challenges these kids would 
face to the group. I then took the issues 
that they brought up and applied them 
apples-to-apples to all the different 
configurations. When all barriers were 
considered equally, decommissioning 
Grant and sending its current students 
to the five winds...er.. receiving schools, 
required them to walk along or cross 
many more barriers than decommis-
sioning Lincoln (or even Roosevelt) 
- barriers such as 35mph roads, an 
intersection with more than 4 direc-
tions of travel, and the train tracks.

Looking at the breakdown of where 
kids are by block group, created with the 

assistance of John Strok of the County 
Auditor’s office, more than 75% of the 
kids who live in Lincoln’s current bound-
ary lines live between Clifton and the 
train tracks. These kids are used to cross-
ing the tracks, and often Detroit Road, to 
get to most of the community amenities 
we have in the most walkable part of our 
town - the main library, YMCA, Detroit 
Theatre, and used video game retailers. 
In addition, the tracks are a historical 
boundary line between the schools, so 
kids from the Grant area don’t have the 
same familiarity (and hence increased 
safety training) with the tracks as do 
the kids living north of the tracks. They 
haven’t had to deal with them. That is 
unless the school with the highest walk 
score rating in Lakewood is removed. By 
using walkscore.com for independent 
analysis, the houses north of Lincoln are 
less walkable (walk score 52 - somewhat 
walkable - for the corner of French and 
Lake, a central location for where kids 
with walks longer than 3/4th of a mile to 
another school if Lincoln were decom-
missioned) than houses in the middle 
of Grant’s district (walk score 85 - very 
walkable - for the middle of Mars Ave 
between Detroit and Hilliard, a some-
what central area for where kids walking 
more than 3/4th of a mile to another 
school if Grant were decommissioned). 
Families that chose to live north of Lake 
are already choosing to live in a more 
car-dependent part of town than fami-
lies that chose to live in the middle of our 
city. Twice as many children live in an 
area that will have more than a 3/4 mile 
walk without Grant as would have more 
than a 3/4 mile walk without Lincoln.

Sure, kids are resilient, but the 
kids in Grant’s current boundaries - 
by every conceivable measure such as 
economic status, transient households, 
English as a second language, and on 
and on - are already surmounting more 
barriers than the kids in Lincoln’s dis-
trict. Isn’t it time to make sure the 
Lincoln kids know they’re resilient too? 
If everything is made easiest for the 
kids who already have the least bumps 
in the road of life, when and how will 
they get the opportunity to see what 
they’re capable of in childhood, when 
it’s much safer to start learning to test 
and stretch yourself than later in life?

With just six elementary schools, 
there will be little capacity to accom-
modate spikes in enrollment. Without a 
centrally located school, we lose the abil-
ity to redistrict (redistribute students) in 
a way that minimizes disruption to the 
whole district. Horace Mann and Emer-
son, being larger buildings, could, by 
themselves, take in every child north of 
the train tracks. Both currently serve a 
significant number of households from 
south of the tracks, which could, in a 
pinch, be re-districted to schools on 
the same side of the tracks. By keeping 
Lincoln, we put more than 50% of the 
available elementary school space where 
roughly 30% of our elementary school 
children live.

What about economic develop-
ment? I strongly believe this topic was 
inappropriate for a discussion about 
our schools, a shared community asset 
that is as sacred as anything secular 
can be. The community wasn’t even 
given the most basic understanding of 
what our school district stands to gain 
versus what it stands to lose from sell-
ing Grant. The estimate the committee 
(but not the community) was given, is 
after abatement and the school board’s 
fulfillment of all requirements to com-
plete the sale, the net profit would be 
about $500,000 for the Grant property. 
As I write this, that would provide an 
approximately $1,500 one-time payout 
per student currently being educated in 
the Grant building. To put this dollar 
figure into perspective, this $500,000 
profit is less than the approximately 
$600,000 ii costs to run one elemen-
tary school for one year. It is also only 
$100,000 more than the estimated 
amount required to purchase two 
houses south of Lincoln to extend Lin-
coln’s property. Lincoln is the smallest 
property and barely large enough for 
the footprint of the school template 
used by the committee. Purchasing 
only two houses would likely require 
altering the architectural template (I’m 
sure at additional cost- having dealt 
with architects- but the amount has 
not been disclosed) to finally have ade-

quate parking, safe drop off/pick up, 
and a play area away from the dangers 
of Clifton Blvd. In spite of all this, the 
economic redevelopment issue was by 
far the most common rational stated 
by the tables expressing a preference to 
decommission Grant. Potential - not 
promised, not guaranteed - was placed 
as a higher priority than the needs of 
our community’s students, which, 
unless I’m somehow mistaken, is the 
number one issue our school board is 
charged with considering.

Even if the Grant property was 
available for sale for private, com-
mercial redevelopment, where is the 
guarantee it will be purchased or filled? 
We have plenty of already zoned-com-
mercial, vacant properties in our town, 
many with even better freeway access 
than Grant (such as the old Giant Eagle 
on Bunts and Detroit - a straight shot to 
I-90 instead of going around a curve, or 
the old grocery store on Lakewood Hts 
Blvd, just to name a couple of the larger 
ones). How many commercial projects 
have gone through planning stages, been 
introduced as a concept to our commu-
nity, and then are still not here years 
later (Applebee’s, anyone)? Potential 
is not a promise, and at our commu-
nity forum those present were subtlely 
encouraged to count chickens that not 
only have yet to hatch, but whose eggs 

Closing Grant School:

Trading a School for a Lottery Ticket?

continued on next page
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High School’s east side, rebuild or 
renovate Roosevelt and Lincoln, and 
decommission Grant. A handful of 
tables indicated that either option 
would be acceptable. Ten of the tables 
were unable to come to consensus and 
did not indicate a preference. Once the 
final tallies are made, a full report will 
be available on the district’s web site at 
www.lakewoodcityschools.org.

The information gathered from the 
community at the Forum will be com-
piled into a report and presented by the 
Phase III Committee to the Board at its 
Oct. 19 meeting.  At the forum, Favre 
reminded everyone that although the 
Board “attaches a great deal of impor-
tance to your work here tonight and 
the work of the Phase III Committee,” 
by law, the Board is solely responsi-
ble for a final decision. Following the 
Oct. 19 meeting, the district will enter 
into discussions with the Ohio School 
Facilities Commission to finalize its 
master plan in a manner that meets 
OSFC approval.

When the district is notified that it 
will be included in the OSFC funding 
cycle, the administration will enter into 
a 10-12 month process with the OSFC 
wherein sites will be assessed for reno-
vation or rebuilding criteria and budget 
and funding issues will be hammered 
out. A bond issue cannot be placed on 
the ballot until this work is completed. 
Therefore, the soonest Phase III con-
struction likely could begin would be 
summer 2011. With construction esti-
mated to take two years, the best-case 
scenario as to when Phase III will be 
completed would be summer 2013.

The Lakewood City School District 
and the citizens steering committee 
appreciate the community’s support 
during this long process. It is a process 
that has been proven so successful in 
the past for Lakewood evidenced by 
the beautiful new facilities in which 
many of our students are now learning. 
The community will be updated every 
step along the way in this process to 
complete the 10-year rebuilding plan 
for the district.   

haven’t even been laid. Of course, there 
are also the potential offspring of mal-
nourished hens. Given the economic 
realities we face, it is entirely within the 
realm of likelihood that Grant could be 
decommissioned and then sit unsold for 
years. Or be sold, and then sit vacant 
and unused like the old Giant Eagle. Or 
be built into a new commercial or retail 
center, only to be mostly vacant. The 
probability of the property being sold, 
redeveloped, and fully used, given the 
present economic realities worldwide, 
nationally, and regionally, is quite low.

The other elephant in the room is 
that the Grant parcel is much less com-
mercially attractive without the Board 
of Education parcel. The Grant parcel 
on its own has no direct access to a main 
street. So, the real proposal that is not 
being openly discussed, is selling Grant 
and the historically valuable 130-year-
old Board of Education building.   

On top of all those “ifs,” by remov-
ing the school, you remove a major 
attraction to living in the area for fami-
lies with small children, a much sought 
after demographic due to their high con-
sumption levels of goods and services. If 
families with elementary children move 
to the perimeter of our town, decreasing 
foot traffic from parents and their kids 
along Detroit and Madison, what impact 
will that have on our small, independent 
main street shops? If we’re walking our 
child to school, it’s easy to just walk a lit-
tle further and stop in at Phoenix for a 
coffee. If parents are driving to drop the 
kids off instead, going through a drive-
thru for coffee is much more tempting. 
Coventry might be looked at as an exam-
ple; they closed their elementary school a 
few years ago. What used to be a bunch 
of quirky, independent shops worth 
driving from the other side of town to 
visit, is now a wash of corporate bland-
ness, nothing really unique or different 
to make it worth the extra gasoline and 
time. Unlike Lakewood, Coventry has 
the advantage of a large university nearby 
and its student population to help sustain 
its commercial district even without the 
foot traffic families generate. Lakewood’s 
main street could become a foot traffic 
ghost town if the families moved out of 
the center of town in large percentages.

People who see an economic redevel-
opment potential in the Grant property 
are doing so under a set of outdated, 

faulty assumptions. The multiple visions 
of what “could” be done with the prop-
erty represent nothing but pie-in-the-sky 
dreams. These “dreams” are being held 
up as equal in value to Grant’s reality of 
a well-functioning school community 
statistically shown to be serving a very 
diverse population very well.

I repeatedly requested statistics 
from the school board on where children 
have historically, been located through-
out the district. I wanted to see if the 
pattern shown by the analysis I was able 
to do with the single snapshot provided, 
then overlaid upon housing data from 
the County Auditor’s office, and the cen-
sus data held up. Based upon the known 
validity of these two sources, it is safe to 
assume that the trends found in students’ 
geographic locations over time are more 
than a statistical blip. However, due to 
the resistance encountered in providing 
additional data points, my analysis can 
be neither confirmed nor refuted in any 
valid, meaningful way. Instead, people 
just argue with me about how the dots 
move and the condos (which now have 
less than 1% of their housing units con-
taining children) used to be “full” of 
kids some time in the distant past (pre-
sumably when our City’s population 
was about 150% what it is now, and the 
competition for housing units was much 
higher than it is currently, particularly 
given the abundance of vacancies we’ve 
been experiencing for years.)   

Also disturbing is coming across an 
old post from more than two years ago 
on the Lakewood Observer’s Observation 
Deck showing that the 50 Year Commit-
tee never listed Lincoln as one of the 
schools facing possible decommissioning 
in the first place. This adds greatly to the 
“this was all a foregone conclusion” senti-
ment that has been repeatedly expressed 
to me by others whom I have tried to get 
involved in this process. As a social scien-
tist, this looks like there’s been a reliance 
on the learned helplessness of disadvan-
taged peoples preventing them from 
standing up and fighting for what our 
community needs when it conflicts with 
the desires of those who already have an 
easier path in life. The whims and imag-
inings of the power-holders are being 
granted a higher priority than the need 
to take a cold, logical look at all avail-
able verifiable data and making the best 
decision for the long-term stability and 
viability of our town.

continued from previous page Our housing stock was almost 
entirely built with a reality of having four 
central elementary schools along Detroit 
– McKinley, Grant, and Garfield - that 
have been there since the public schools 
were established. Grant’s current build-
ing replaced the northern part of the 
Board of Education building, which was 
the original school in the center of town. 
Getting rid of Grant would be doing away 
with the last centrally located elementary 
school left. This leaves the densely popu-
lated, highly walkable center of our town 
without ready access to any schools. This 
is not what the planners who originally 
zoned our town had in mind, and with-
out it we could erode the foundation they 
laid for us. Considering all the potential 
negative outcomes of losing our only 
centrally located school, this looks less 
and less like a lottery ticket gamble, more 

like a $5 scratch-off - lower potential 
pay-out, higher initial cost, where you 
find out pretty quickly what a waste the 
whole venture was.

Please stop, give serious thought, 
and more earnest discussion with our 
entire community before taking this 
serious gamble with our communi-
ty’s assets - and children. Then let the 
school board know the outcome of your 
thinking process so that our elected 
leaders can represent the thoughts of 
more than just the people who could 
afford to be out past 9pm on a school 
and work night. If you would like to 
sign a petition voicing your support for 
making this an Evidence-Based deci-
sion instead of a lottery ticket venture, 
I have taken the liberty of creating one 
online at http://www.petitiononline.
com/lkwdelem/petition.html.

Community Turns Out For Phase III
continued from page  1
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Don’t Ask If You Don’t Want To Know The Answer
Observer’s Perspective

By Bret Callentine

Bob’s Appliance Service

2003/05/06/07/08 Angie’s List Super Service Award!

      Repairs On Most Major Brand Appliances

216/521-9353
Leave Message on Machine

Despite my last article, I keep hear-
ing things like: “Don’t you think that 
everyone should have equal access to 
quality healthcare?” “Don’t you think 
tort reform would bring down costs?” 
and “Don’t you think it should be illegal 
for insurance companies to drop your 
coverage?” As I said, I think I’m done 
talking about the healthcare issue. But, 
since I can’t seem to get away from the 
endless discussion, here’s exactly what I 
think (with apologies to Crash Davis)…

I think that Congress is more con-
cerned with pleasing special interest 
groups than helping their constituents, 
and I believe that Dennis Kucinich is the 
exception that proves the rule. I think 
that most of the people who oppose 
the President’s plans are not racist, but 
I believe that most of those who make 
such an accusation could be. I think that 
the United States has the highest qual-
ity healthcare on the planet, but I believe 
that we can do better at making it attain-
able to a greater percentage of people.

I think that anyone who wants 
to change a system so intricate and 
complex should take a lesson from 
NASCAR. If you watch, you’ll see lots 
of drivers start a race with a car that 
just can’t compete. But the success-
ful race teams are the ones that, each 

time the car comes down pit road, only 
make small changes. They put in a 
wedge here, change a little tire pressure 
there and slowly get the car running 
faster. The crews who try to correct for 
everything on the first stop usually end 
up with a driver in the wall.

I think that anyone who uses the 
Post Office as an example of how gov-
ernment options can work in a free 
market system is disingenuous, and I 
believe that their huge annual deficit 
proves my point. I think that profits are 
a good thing and capping executive pay 
would be a mistake, but I believe that 
way too many CEOs are making way 
too much money. I think that capital-
ism works for this country, because I 
believe that while businesses often fail, 
the American worker rarely does.

I believe in the strength of a nation 
that built the Hoover Dam, the Sears 
(now Willis) Tower and the Brook-
lyn Bridge. I’m humbled by the spirit 
of a people that powered flight and 
landed on the moon. I’m amazed at the 
inventiveness of those who harnessed 
electricity, discovered new cures, and 
split the atom. And, I will never dis-
count the inherent good in people and 

their desire to achieve higher goals.
I think that we owe respect to all our 

elected officials, but I believe that they 
owe us a lot more than that. I think that 
heckling the President is in bad taste, but 
I believe that incessant applause is just as 
tacky. I think that the right to free speech 
is something everyone should exercise, 
but I believe that the right to remain 
silent is actually a more powerful state-
ment. I think that the radical ends of both 
parties have hijacked civil discourse, but 
I believe that most of the media have no 
interest in acting as referee.

I think that there is something inher-
ently wrong with anyone being a “career 
politician”, but I believe that the founding 
fathers had good reason not to insist on 
term limits. I think that no one should be 
able to make more money legislating busi-
ness than they could make by being in 
business, and I believe that political pay-
checks should be the first thing required 
to be “budget neutral”. I think that taxes 
are a necessity, but I believe that govern-
ment waste shouldn’t be.

I think that the IRS uses more ques-
tionable tactics than the CIA. I believe 
in the utility of force, but rarely in its 
necessity. I think that nuclear power is 

the answer. I believe that the climate is 
changing, but that the “global warm-
ing” movement is a hoax. I think that 
the United Nations is more corrupt 
than any mafia organization. I believe 
that Saudi Arabia is more potentially 
dangerous than North Korea ever 
will be. I don’t accept that good fences 
make good neighbors, because I think 
that fewer fences make stronger neigh-
borhoods. I believe in the benefits of 
being “one nation, under God”. I think 
that white collar criminals should be 
more eligible for the death penalty. I 
believe that marriage is too dependent 
on religion to ever be effectively regu-
lated by government. I think that the 
Super Bowl should be held in every 
NFL city, including those without 
domes. I believe that the chicken came 
first. I don’t think that prostitution is a 
victimless crime. I believe that Elvis is 
dead, but Jim Morrison might not be. I 
think that Alaska should secede from 
the nation, but that the Baja California 
peninsula should become a U.S. state.

And I truly believe that this might 
put an end to anyone every asking me, 
“What do you think?”, ever again. 
Although, I don’t think this will dis-
suade me from continuing to offer my 
perspective anyway.

“Excuse me, sir.  Do you have any 
spare change?”

I looked at the disheveled man, 
who was waiting for a bus on the cor-
ner of West 14th and Starkweather, and 
said, “No, I’m sorry, but I don’t have 
any money on me.”  (Suffice it to say, I 
did have money.  I just had to go to the 
ATM around the corner to get it.)

His plea for assistance, however 
paltry, reminded me of “the code” by 
which an old mentor, colleague, and 
friend of mine lives.  She dedicates 
money to charitable causes that help 
the poor and the homeless, because at 
least she knows that her contribution 
will be used responsibly.  She knows it 
will be spent on food and clothing, not 
drugs and alcohol.

It’s true.  Some of the money that 
those who are down on their luck col-
lect supports addictions, which, in 
some cases, led to their plight.  But, I 
bet that many of them are looking for a 
bite to eat, too.

Who am I to judge?  The last time I 
checked, that was someone else’s job.

Furthermore, wasn’t it Jesus who 
told us “Give to everyone who begs 
from you” (Luke 6:30, NRSV).  He did 
not qualify it.  He said everyone, not 
some.

Yes, I think it is important to give 
to humanitarian organizations that 
help the less fortunate, but it is just as 
important to give to the less fortunate 
ourselves.  Why?  I can think of three 
reasons right off the top of my head:

(1)  it shows them that they are not 
alone;

(2)  it lets them know that compas-
sion still exists in the hearts of ordinary 
people; and

(3)  it enables us to connect with 
the hungry and the homeless, rather 
than maintaining a safe distance (as 
most of us usually do).

I know, I know.  I am a bleeding 
heart liberal.  Maybe so.  But I am a bit 
concerned about what God might ask 
me on judgment day.  Actually, he/she 
already asked me the other day.

“Excuse me, sir.  Do you have any 
spare change?”

The Rev. John Tamilio III is the 
Religion columnist for The Lakewood 
Observer and the Senior Pastor of Pil-
grim Congregational United Church 
of Christ in Tremont.  He and his wife, 
Susan, live in Lakewood with their 
three children.

By The Rev. John Tamilio III

Ministerial Musings: 

What Can You Spare?
provide in a quality fashion. I appreci-
ate the Kiwanis’ concern for the City 
of Lakewood and its citizens.” This is 
a gift that will give pleasure to many 
Lakewood people for a long time to 
come. 

In addition, Lakewood Kiwanis 
last year donated ten college schol-
arships worth $2,500.00 each. The 
scholarships are renewable for four 
years. That means if a student gets a 
scholarship, over a four year span they 
will receive $10,000.00.  Since it has 
been in existence, over $1,200,000.00 
has been provided to youngsters who 
live in Lakewood. Only students who 
live in Lakewood get scholarships.

The Lakewood Kiwanis Club 
meets every Tuesday at the Masonic 
Temple at the intersection of Detroit 
and Andrews avenues at noon. The club 
is anxious to have men or women over 
eighteen years of age come to a meet-
ing and see if any of the many projects 
the club performs would be of inter-
est and appeal to their willingness to 
make their city a more enjoyable place 
to reside. 

continued from page 1

A Gift That Keeps 
On Giving
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Pulse Of The City

Are your hands, feet, or hair showing your age?
See us for a younger look!
Are your hands, feet, or hair showing your age?
See us for a younger look!

216.226.8616 Your Feminine Connection

15309 Madison Avenue •216-226-8616

Carabel Beauty Salon & Store

One of the best memories I have 
of my 1960’s Lakewood High School 
experience is that of participating 
in the drumline for the Lakewood 
High School Ranger Marching Band. 
Lakewood Schools have an excellent 
tradition of inculcating outstanding 
musical talent, and that was nowhere 
more evident than in that drumline.

We used to have Friday night 
“drumline dinners” where we would 
meet at one of our homes and then go out 
on the street and practice our cadences. 
A cadence is a particular drum beat, 
and we were always trying to find better 
and better ones. Some of these involved 
twirling our sticks above our heads or 
even bouncing them on the ground. In 
other parts of town, other sections of 
the band got together for “sectionals” so 
that when we all came together, a pow-
erful sound emerged.

Back in those days, the style of 
drumming we used was called “rudi-
mental drumming.” This was a highly 
developed skill based on learning 
rhythmic figures like ra-ta-ma-cues 
and paradiddles. We spent hours build-
ing callouses on our hands from those 

sticks and rubber practice pads, so we 
would be able to play together with 
clockwork precision.

When I joined the band, the bass 
drum position was open. At that time, 
there was only one bass drummer, so I 
thought that if I played it, it would be 
easier for the parents to pick me out 
of the crowd! The type of drum that I 
play is called the “Scotch” Bass Drum. 
This drum is no longer used in the LHS 
marching band due to new drumming 
styles. This instrument is quite a bit 
smaller in width than the multiple bass 
drums of today. Currently, drumming 
is conducted “Drum Corps” style, where 
melodic tom-toms and bass drums are 
the order of the day. In my day, the bass 
drum’s only melody was BOOM!

And BOOM, I did. Friends as far 
away as Rocky River Drive told us that 
on football nights, the one thing they 
could hear across Lakewood was my 
BOOMING bass drum. On the field, one 
visual advantage to the narrow “Scotch” 
Bass Drum was that I could spin those 

twirling flashy aluminum drum sticks 
right over the top of the drum!

A number of years ago in a drum 
shop, I was lucky enough to run 
across an old discarded and traded-in 
“Scotch” Bass Drum, similar to my 
long-gone original. The replacement 
is made of stainless steel, so it REALLY 
booms! I immediately painted it purple 
and gold, and off I went to join the LHS 
Alumni Band!

On September 25th, 2009, the 
Lakewood High School Ranger Alumni 
Band will once again join present-day 
band members on the field. Former 
members of the band are invited to 
attend and participate by assembling 
in the choir room at 5:30 p.m.

The Alumni band was formed in 
1986 and has been conducted by present 
and former LHS band directors over the 
years. Originally the group got together 
every five years, but now tries to re-
assemble every year. In addition to its 
appearances at various football games, 
the group has also participated in a 

number of special events and parades.
Former LHS musicians are 

encouraged to contact Lakewood Band 
Director Brian Maskow’s office at 216-
227-5980 for more information and to 
register for the event this year. Band 
T-shirts should be available, and the 
music will be supplied. Most musicians 
will need to provide their own instru-
ments, however a limited number of 
specialty instruments should be avail-
able for use.

Now, at the cadence, instruments 
UP! Quickstep MARCH!

The LHS Alumni Band Again Takes The Field!
By Gary Rice

Lakewood Community Child Care Looks For Support

Serving Lakewood
For 16 Years!

$10.00
Off any furnace, 
boiler clean and 

check or service call.
expires 3/31/2010

Winter is on the way...
And no matter what brand of 
heating equipment you have, 
it will occasionally need service. 
We service all major brands 
including boilers. Look to us for all 
your heating needs.  

$100.00
Off any new

Lennox
furnace installed

expires 3/31/2010

$125.00
Off any new

boiler
installed

expires 3/31/2010

Not to be combined with any other offer
Up to $1,500.00 Tax Credit on select furnace and AC systems

by Jason Bilak
Lakewood Community Child 

Care Center in need of community 
support. Judy Church founded the 
Lakewood Community Child Care 
Center (LCCC) in 1985. Ms. Church 
was a pioneer in providing childcare in 
Lakewood. LCCC offers care from age 
6 weeks through 6 years. Additionally, 
LCCC sponsors the School Aged Child 
Care (SACC) at Lincoln Elementary 
offering before and after school care. 
Originally, LCCC resided at Lincoln 
Elementary School. After a time, the 

City made a grant to Ms. Church 
that allowed LCCC to purchase the 
building at 2019 Woodward Ave, its 
current location. LCCC’s vision has 
always been to aim to rise above the 
ordinary by developing educational 
experiences, which can alter the lives 
of parents, children and staff. LCCC 
strives to be the best by encouraging a 
partnership between the parents, and 
the staff, as well as the staff and the 
community. LCCC also incorporates 
other cooperative partnerships with 
the Office of Aging and Lakewood 

Public Schools. Founded on intergen-
erational principles, LCCC engages its 
children with people from all genera-
tions, specifically working with the 
Office of Aging and the nearby Senior 
Center. LCCC hosts students from 
Lakewood High School and both its 
middle schools as part of their Early 
Childhood Educational programs. 
These students come into the cen-
ter and learn about childcare and the 
early childhood education system. It is 
a unique learning experience for them 
and a benefit to the center to have 
these students. Approximately 50% 
of the children at LCCC are there on 
State assistance. This State Voucher 
program helps support people below 
a certain income obtain childcare so 
that they can work while knowing 
their children are in a safe and car-
ing environment. Soon to celebrate its 
25th Anniversary in service to the city, 
LCCC finds itself in need of commu-
nity outreach support. The economy 

has influenced heavily the enrollment 
at all 10 of Lakewood’s Child Care 
providers. LCCC is a non-profit, non-
affiliated center. It has no financial 
backer to carry it through rough times 
and financial hardship. In the last year, 
enrollment in the center had dropped 
by 35%. Hence, LCCC finds itself in 
a precarious financial position. In an 
effort to bolster the center’s finances, 
the annual picnic fundraising event 
was held at the Junior Women’s League 
Pavilion on September 19. While this 
raised some much needed funds, the 
center is still in need of greater back-
ing. Their goal is to raise $25,000 by 
the end of September, with an addi-
tional $25,000 needed by year’s end. If 
you would like to offer your support 
to help Lakewood Community Child 
Care Center remain a safe, vibrant and 
loving home for our children, please 
contact Executive Director, Annette 
Sanderson, at (216) 226-0080.

a

216
228-2900

Dinners - Sandwiches - Salad - Wings

	 Small	 Medium	 Large	 Party Tray
6 Cut - 9”	 8 Cut - 12”	 12 Cut - 16”	 Half Sheet

Plain $6.00 $7.50 $9.75 $10.75
1 Item	 $6.50 $8.25 $10.75 $12.25
2 Items	 $7.00 $9.00 $11.75 $13.75
3 Items	 $7.50 $9.75 $12.75 $15.25
4 Items	 $8.00 $10.50 $13.75 $16.75
Deluxe	 $8.50 $11.25 $14.75 $18.25
Extra Items	 $0.50 $0.75 $1.00 $1.50
Extra Cheese $0.75 $1.25 $1.75 $2.50

Pizza

no coupons

Low Prices 

EVERYDAY

17615 Detroit Rd.
Dine In - Carry Out - Delivery (til 3:30am!)

Mon-Sat 4pm-3:30am
Sunday 2pm-1:30am

OPENLATE!

1 Year 
Anniversary
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(LLC)

Custom Gardens and Landscape Management

Offering the Following Services:
Spring Cleanups and Lawn Maintenance 

Design and Installation • Seasonal Flower Arrangements 
Professional Gardening and Maintenance

Year Round Selective Pruning of Shrubs and Small Trees

Call Matt Gaydos at: 216 521-0436 
or  gardensbygaydos@gmail.com

Home & Garden

There’s No Place Like Home On Virginia Avenue

Kennedy’s
GUTTER CLEANING

S e r v i c e

Gutters free of leaves/debris
&

Free-flowing downspouts

GUARANTEED
Most 

2 - 2.5 Story 
Homes 

$58-$68

216-502-8764

$10 off 
1st Time 

Customers
with this ad

Call Kennedy’s Window 
and Gutter Cleaning
Cranford Ave, Lakewood

CERAMIC TILE & STONE SETTING

Floors
Walls
Showers
Grout Clean/Seal
Fire Places
Backsplashes
Custom-Built Showers
Repairs

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

“We minimize our overhead 
to maximize your savings!”

“Artisticdesign with mathematicalprecision!”

Check out our website for 
MONTHLY SPECIALS

www.LakesideCeramic.biz
16 years in business • Insured • Guaranteed

216-323-0123

by Julie Wang Warren
One could almost hear Judy Gar-

land’s voice as this year the residents 
on Virginia Avenue went “Somewhere 
Over the Rainbow” for their 42nd con-
secutive block party on August 21 and 
22. That’s right -- this street has too 
much fun for just one day! There were 
plenty of Dorothys, several munchkins, 
a tin man, a couple of witches, the cut-
est Glindas and even a few folks from 
the Emerald City.

On the Friday evening portion of 
this two day adventure, the children of 
Virginia Avenue dressed up in all kinds 
of Wizard of Oz costumes to trick or 
treat up and down the street. But they 
did that only after they participated in 
a scavenger hunt for canned goods and 
toothpaste and soap…oh my! All of 
the pre-determined items on their lists 
had to do with the weekend’s theme 
and were either yellow (like a sponge) 
for the Yellow Brick Road, red (such as 
tomato sauce) for the ruby red slippers, 
or green (like lime jello) for the Emer-
ald City.

After collecting enough to fill 
three wagons to over-flowing, the win-
ning team was treated to a prize. But 
the greatest satisfaction for everyone 
who participated was that all the goods 
would be helping Lakewood Christian 
Service Center!

Day two consisted of coffee and 
doughnuts, a bike parade where kids 
could show they had plenty of heart 

with their decora-
tions, a pet parade 
where those who 
had courage could 
approach a 47 year 
old desert turtle, 
games for all ages 
for participants 
to show off their 
brains, a corn 
hole tournament, 
a visit from the 
fire department, 
and lots of laugh-
ter and interaction 
with neighbors!

The evening 
continued with a 
potluck dinner in the street complete 
with a bake-off for men and kids. 
Yummy delights like tornado ice cream 
cake, a Glinda Cake, Melted Witch, 
and a cake that made you say “Auntie 
Em! It’s a Twister!” were served in the 
merry old land of Oz.

Neighbors wrapped up the night 
by watching The Wizard of Oz movie 
on a big screen in a yard and sitting 
around the Wizard’s fire. It was the 
end to another great year on a won-

derful street in Lakewood. Certainly 
makes one remember….there’s no place 
like home. 

Above; Kids on Virginia Ave. dressed up 
for the Wizard of Oz Block Party .

Right; Mens bake-off winner “Auntie 
Em, it’s a Twister” by Eric Hogg (and 
yes, it really spun around!)

Melted Witch bake-off entry submitted 
by Shawn Warren

Goetchius, Jennifer
The buzzword for some time now 

has been “carbon footprint”. Compa-
nies are measuring it in terms of energy 
usage, hours of commute, and even fly-
ing time. Given that carbon dioxide may 
be the most ubiquitous element, we are 
also talking about measuring and cap-
turing ammonia, sulfur dioxide, and 
methane. However, with all this talk 
about chemicals, there has been rela-
tively little about water footprints. Have 
you ever stopped to think about how 
much water you use everyday?

Think.
Shower. Toilet. Brushing your 

teeth. Laundry. Dishes. Those are just 
the basics.

What about washing your car? 
Washing the dog? Watering your gar-
den?

Historically, water conservation 
efforts have been uphill battles due to 
the artificially low price of water. How-
ever, with a surging population, global 
warming, and ever larger quantities of 
waste, many believe we are approach-
ing “peak water“. We have a finite 
supply of usable fresh water: Of the 
earth’s water, only 3% is fresh water 
and only 1% is drinkable.

Water is most certainly different 
than oil in the respect that we cannot 
live without it. Sure, oil has alternatives, 
yet there is no alternative for water. So, 
we must implement conservation efforts 
in every aspect of daily life and business. 
Many businesses recognize that water 
is a commodity and are implementing 
drastic conservation efforts to reduce 
need and, in turn, costs. As individu-
als, we can reduce water usage by 50% 

by doing simple things like installing 
low-flow faucets and dual flush toilets, 
repairing leaks, and installing/replacing 
aerators on sinks.

For more information on calculat-
ing your water footprint, check out the 
One Minute Water Calculator at http://
goblue.zerofootprint.net.

What Is Your Water Footprint?
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Cash For Clunkers To Dollars For Dishwashers
by Bill Hodge

From “CA$H-for-CLUNKER$”to 
“DOLLAR$-for-DI$HWA$HER$”.

If you missed the opportunity to 
receive cash for your gas-guzzler, this fall 
you may receive government money for 
going green with new appliances. The 
government has set aside about $300 mil-
lion for states to use to give out rebates of 
$50 to $200 to buyers of energy-efficient 
household appliances carrying the federal 
“Energy Star” seal of approval for effi-
ciency. The allocation to states is based on 

population, working out roughly to $1 a 
person per state. Ohio’s allotment would 
be about $11 million.  Steve Schoeny, 
director of strategic initiatives at the state 
Department of Development, said that it 
hasn’t been decided how the rebate money 
will flow back to consumers. The state’s 
priorities are helping consumers purchase 
more energy efficient appliances and give 
the state’s economy a boost. He noted 
that appliance maker Whirlpool employs 
about 10,000 in Ohio. 

The benefit to the average consumer 

Home & Garden

Lakewood Observer Ad  |  09.21.09c

www.greensmartgifts.com
14534 Detroit Avenue Lakewood, Ohio 44107 (216) 712-7980

Sun, 12-5 Tue-Thu, 10-6 Fri-Sat, 10-7 Mon, Closed

Our Earth-friendly products for your home and garden will get you 
ready for Fall and the upcoming holiday shopping season.

Eco-me Home Cleaning Kits Garden-In-A-Bag Herbs
Repurposed Silverware Windchimes Plant Nannys
Recycled Glass Home Accents And So Much More!

Fall Into Green!

Seven Lakewood homeowners are 
the recipients of the 2009 Keep Lakewood 
Beautiful Residential Awards. Winners 
were recognized at the Lakewood Cham-
ber of Commerce breakfast on Friday, 
September 18, 2009 at Brennan’s Ban-
quet Center. Homeowners were each 
given a brass plaque to proudly display at 
their entryway.

These annual awards, which began 
in 1984, are sponsored by the Keep 
Lakewood Beautiful Organization, 
City of Lakewood and the Lakewood 
Chamber of Commerce. The win-
ners were selected by Keep Lakewood 
Beautiful Board Members from nom-
inations submitted by Lakewood 
residents. Homes were judged on their 
landscaping, home maintenance and 
overall beauty of the properties. One 

outstanding home is selected from 
each of the city’s elementary school 
districts. 

The 2009 winners are:

Grant School District:
1603 Northland Avenue

Harrison School District: 
1486 Grace Avenue

Hayes School District: 
2035 Elmwood Avenue

Lincoln School District: 
16917 Edgewater Drive

Horace Mann School District: 
17860 Lake Road

Roosevelt School District: 
2036 Elbur Avenue

Emerson School District: 
8 Edgewater Square

Keep Lakewood Beautiful

Home Awards Winners Announced
Since 1995, the City and the Chamber of Commerce have conducted a sep-

arate competition of Beautiful Lakewood Businesses. The businesses recognized 
this year are:

* The Beck Café, 17801 Detroit Avenue 
* Nature’s Bin, 18120 Sloane Avenue 
* St. James Church, 17514 Detroit Avenue

* The Beck Café, 17801 Detroit Avenue 

will be two-fold with savings both on the 
purchase price and energy costs. Replac-
ing an average washer could save nearly 
$80 in electricity and 5,000 gallons of 
water each year. Last year, Americans 
saved over $19 billion on their utility bills 
due to savings from Energy Star prod-
ucts, according to government estimates. 
ENERGY STAR is an international 
standard for energy efficient consumer 
products. It was first created as a United 
States government program in 1992. 
Devices carrying the Energy Star logo 

save an average of 20%-30% in energy 
costs to operate them. Dishwashers need 
at least 41% savings to have the logo.  All 
of the details of this program are not yet 
worked out, but a designer at Imperial 
Home Center at 16000 Madison said that 
they are trying to stay current with the 
information available from the state and 
would be delighted to answer questions 
if you care to visit the showroom to see 
Whirlpool and Kitchen Aid products.  As 
always, “Put Your Money Where Your 
House Is!”
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*Use this ad for $15 off any service call or $125 off any furnace or A/C installation.

Call us today
216-521-7000

Serving Lakewood Since 1922

24 hour 
Emergency Service 

                Sales
             Service
      Installation 

Cooling& Heating

Color Consultation
Plaster & Drywall 
Repair
Ceiling Repair & 
Texturing
Skim Coating
Wallpaper Removal
Deck & Fence 
Staining
Paint Removal
Carpentry

•
•

•

•
•
•

•
•

Professional Painters,
Quality Service

BONDED & INSURED

Homes
Condos
Apartments
Offices
Businesses
Churches
Additions
Basements
New Construction

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

FREE ESTIMATES
216-287-7468
www.allurepainting.net

Lakewood Owned 
& Operated

We do more  than 
just paint:

WE PAINT IT ALL!

Scheduling
Gutter Cleaning

1-216-526-3954

• FALL CLEANUP

• SNOW PLOWING

• PARKING LOT SALTING

24 Hour Service

Cleaning Services
Need your home cleaned?  

Call Mindy at 339-4743 for a free estimate. 
Very reasonable rates. References upon request.

La Pita ExpressLa Pita Express

13615 Detroit Ave  216-221-992513615 Detroit Ave  216-221-9925

Fine Lebanese Cuisine 
& Vegetarian Food
Proudly Serving Lakewood


