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Volunteers filling the large reinforced potato bags with frozen turkeys, fresh potatoes, and other perishables.
Arm outstretched to direct the volunteers is LCAC board member Mike Porter. Full story on page 9.

Retail Occupancy Up Citywide

by Melissa Garrett

Citywide, Lakewood con-
tinues to see its storefronts
filled with new businesses. It’s a
great sign for the city, especially
considering the economic cli-
mate that makes it tougher for
businesses to start new endeav-

ors, Or even grow.

The City of Lakewood’s
Department  of  Planning
and Development prepares a
quarterly space
availability report that mea-
sures retail occupancy. The
latest report, which measured

commercial

occupancy as of November 1st,
showed that retail occupancy
continues to increase citywide.
The report shows that occu-
pancy increased 2% on both
Detroit and Madison Avenues,
which is significant considering
continued on Page 4

Mayor To Discuss Community Circulators

by Ziggy Rein

Lakewood Mayor Edward
FitzGerald provided the oppor-
tunity to several members of
“Riders to Bring Back the Daily
Lakewood Circulator” to meet
with him on December 1st. The
purpose of the meeting was to
get an update from the Mayor
concerning the current status
of the fight to revive Lakewood
Circulator service.

Mayor FitzGerald told the
group that he had met with
RTA recently. RTA is persisting
with offering only one-day-a-
week service for six hours a day
at a cost of $15,000. The day
and the time of operation of
the Circulator will be left up to
Lakewood. Although this pro-
posalis notideal, it’s better than
nothing. The one-day service
could be the basis to eventually
go to a 2- or 3-day service. RTA
refused his request for five-day-
a-week Circulator bus service
for $75,000 a year to be paid by
Lakewood, the Mayor said.

Of the Com-
munity  Circulator  routes

twelve

only four communities or
neighborhoods are seriously
considering RTA’s proposal.
These
Lakewood, Kamm’s Corners,
Euclid, The
Mayor will be meeting with
representatives of Lakewood
High School, the Lakewood
YMCA, the Lakewood Cham-
ber of Commerce, the Senior
Centers, Lakewood Hospital,
Lakewood drug and grocery
stores this month regarding
funding Circulator bus service
a second day during the week.
The City of Lakewood has a
fleet of two or three buses in
operating condition, accord-
ing to the mayor. He will check
with RTA to find out if free
Circulator buses RTA offered
to the City are in good condi-
tion; however, RTA will need
permission from the Fed-
eral Government to donate
buses to communities such as
Lakewood, the Mayor told the
meeting.

Lakewood got a seat on
the Board of the Northeast

communities are

and Tremont.

Ohio Areawide Coordinating
Agency (NOACA), which is
responsible for, among other
continued on Page 4

Grant student, Isabel Ostrowski winner of the “Why I Love
Lakewood” Essay Contest with Patty Ryan, the Director of the

Lakewood Chamber of Commerce.

“Why I Love Lakewood”

by Val Mechenbier

The Lakewood Cham-
ber of Commerce is pleased
to announce that Isabel
Ostrowski, a 4th grade student
at Grant Elementary School,
is the 2009 “Why I Love
Lakewood” Essay Contest
winner. Nearly 120 essays were
submitted by 4th graders from
the Lakewood City Schools,
Lakewood Catholic Academy,
SS. Cyril & Methodius Cath-
olic School, and Lakewood
Lutheran School. The panel
of six judges used a rubric to
assess the originality, organi-
zation, descriptive language,
and grammar (including

punctuation and spelling) of
the essays, and they selected
Isabel’s as best overall. Char-
acterizing Lakewood as “the
most awesomely cool place
on the face of the planet”, Isa-
bel was enthusiastic about the
library, Malley’s Ice Cream,
seasonal activities, and most of
all, the people of Lakewood.
Isabel was awarded a cash
prize of $100 and took the stage
with Santa Claus, Congress-
man Dennis Kucinich, and
Mayor Ed Fitzgerald to “flip the
switch” on December 5th to
turn on the lights in downtown
Lakewood during the Light Up
Lakewood festivities.

Councilwoman Antonio Running
For Ohio House District 13

On Monday, December
7, Councilwoman Nickie ]J.
Antonio announced her can-
didacy for election to the Ohio
House District 13 in front of
Roosevelt Elementary School
at 4:30 p.m.

An experienced policy
maker and advocate for work-
ing people, seniors, families,
small business owners and
diverse populations including
members of the GLBT com-
munity, Antonio has served
with distinction as a popu-
lar and responsive at-large
councilmember in Lakewood
for the past 4 years and was
recently the top vote-getter in
her bid for re-election. Anto-
nio enjoyed strong support
from labor, women, progres-

NICKIE 1. ANTONIO
COUNCIL AT LAROE
J—

sives, social change and the

arts communities.

“Now more than ever,
our District needs experi-
enced leadership to take the
voice of the people to Colum-
bus,” said Antonio, “ Access
to Excellent Education for all
children, Fixing School Fund-

ing, Jobs Creation in green and

sustainable technologies, and
Innovative Economic Devel-
opment to stimulate our local
economies are the needs of our
area that drive my decision to
seek this office.” “I am hum-
bled by the many calls I have
received from people through-
out the district, asking me to
run for this position,” Antonio
further states.

Antonio is also uniquely
qualified and familiar with the
entire district having spent her
formative years in Jay West-
brook’s Ward 18 (part of HD
13) and another 18 years of
community service, owning
a home and raising daughters
Ariel and Stacey with partner,
Jean Kosmac in Lakewood

continued on Page 5
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Lakewood Calendar

This calendar presents various public Lakewood events and notices for the next two weeks (excluding Lakewood Pub-
lic Library sponsored events found separately on the Lakewood Library page). Calendar items can be submitted at our
website at www.lakewoodobserver.com on the Home Page. Whereas this printed calendar listing is limited to non-profit
events relevant to Lakewood, our website calendar welcomes all Lakewood events!

Wednesday, December 16

Park System Master Plan Community Workshop #2

6:30 - 8:00 PM, Woman’s Club Pavilion, Lakewood Park

The goal of the park system workshops is to create a forum where residents, com-
munity organizations and the City can collaborate to set priorities for our parks.
Workshop #2 is a follow-up to the October meeting and will discuss community
comments, review draft priorities and outline next steps for 2010.

What is a Park System Master Plan? - a strategy to evaluate, manage and improve
our parkland through a collaborative public input process. The plan consider the
City’s parks as a system, not individual parks, and works toward consistency in
appearance, maintenance and design in a manner that is flexible as the needs of the
community change and evolve. For more information contact: Dru Siley, Assistant

Director of Planning, 216.529.6634 or planning@lakewoodoh.net

“Tré Gay Taizé”

7 - 8 PM at Liberation United Church of Christ, 13714 Madison Avenue.

Advent is the season leading up to Christmas, a time of anticipation and prepara-
tion for the Christmas event. This year, Liberation Church is hosting a series of
Advent services on four consecutive Wednesday evenings that we are calling “Tré
Gay Taizé” since they are based on the prayer services of the Taizé Community in
France. The services are designed to welcome the LGBT community into a contem-
plative spiritual experience with others in meditation, prayer, music and reflections
on Advent from a queer perspective.

The services begin at 7:00 p.m., with light supper served before the service at 6:00
p.m. Everyone is welcome to join us for the free supper to meet new friends and

share stories over a meal. For more info call 216-521-5556.

Meet Lakewood Author John H. Tidyman at bela dubby.

7:00 PM at bela dubby, 13321 Madison Ave

Lakewood Author John H. Tidyman will be signing his newest book “Gimme
Rewrite, Sweetheart...” Tales from the last glory days of Cleveland Newspapers told
by the men and women who reported the news. 7-10pm. More info 216-221-4479.

Lakewood High Winter Choral Concert
7:30 PM at Civic Auditorium, 14100 Franklin Blvd.

Free Public Lecture on the Transcendental Meditation pro-
gram and Holiday Stress

7:30 - 9:00 PM 13617 Detroit Ave, New TM Center in Radiance Organics

There will be a free lecture discussing the effectiveness of the Transcendental Med-
itation program at eliminating stress and enlivening happiness and bliss in the
physiology. The event is sponsored by the Cleveland Foundation for Vedic Science,
a non-profit educational organization. For more information call 216-228-8400.

Thursday, December 17

Holiday Thursday Evenings on Madison Ave.

Over seventy Madison Avenue merchants will be open extended shopping hours
from 5 to 8 p.m. December weather may be dark and dreary but local storefronts
will be lighting up the way to welcome you to explore all the uniqueness and spe-
cialties that can be found right here in your neighborhood. See ad Page 13.
Lakewood High Orchestra Winter Concert

7:30 PM Civic Auditorium, 14100 Franklin Blvd.

Friday, December 18

Lakewood Charitable Assistance (LCAC) Christmas Food Drive
Your help of time and donations are greatly appreciated! EVENT IS 2 DAYS.
Friday Dec. 18: Canned Food Sorting 10:00am to - 4:00pm;
Non-Perishable Bagging 6:00p- 7:30pm.
Sat. Dec. 19: Perishable bagging and delivery to families 9:00am - Noon.
The location for activities is the Masonic Temple at 15300 Detroit Avenue

Laughter Unleashed

7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Brothers Lounge, 11607 Detroit Ave.

Friends with Benefits Improv and Last Call Cleveland team up for an evening of
claws-out comedy to benefit Citizens Committee for a Lakewood Animal Shelter.
www.brotherslounge.com or www.cclas.info. Or call 216-226-2767.

18514 Detroit Avenue,

Lakewood, OH 44107

phone: 216-521-7684
fax: 216-521-9518

West End Tavern

exiends warmest
Christmas Wishes to All and
for a Happy, Healthy, Prosperous New Year.

Open throughout the holidays!

Breakiasts - Lunches - Dinners
Intfimate Large Screen Plasmas
for all College Foothall Bowls and NFL Playoifs

Peter Pan

7:30 PM, Beck Center for the Arts, Mackey Main Stage, 17801 Detroit Avenue
More shows held Fridays, Saturday, & Sundays through Sunday, January 3. Call
216-521-2540 x10 for schedule. A musical based on the play by James M. Barrie,
Music by Mark Charlap and Jule Styne, Lyrics by Carolyn Leigh, Betty Comden
and Adolph Green, Directed by Scott Spence. Back by popular demand! The Lost
Boys, Darling children, and the dastardly Captain Hook return for another high-
flying musical adventure in Neverland. A holiday treat for the entire family. Special

family-friendly pricing and group sales discounts available.

Saturday, December 19

Lakewood Charitable Assistance (LCAC) Christmas Food Drive
9 AM to 12 PM, Masonic Temple. See Friday, Dec. 18 listing.

Downtown Lakewood Business Alliance Holiday Happy Hours
3 - 6 PM Detroit Ave. Bunts to Arthur.

Participating merchants will have Happy Hour specials with special For The Guys
Theme. Visit www.downtownlakewood.com.

Cleveland Handmade Last Minute Market

10 AM - 6 PM, The Lake Erie Building at the Templar Industrial Park, 13000 Athens.

Together with the Screw Factory Artists and I Made It! Markets, Cleveland Handmade
is giving Cleveland another chance to shop locally and buy handmade for the holidays!

Sunday, December 20

Free Christmas Concert Highlights Young Lakewood Musicians
4 PM in the Sanctuary at Lakewood United Methodist Church, 15700 Detroit The
concert will feature accomplished Lakewood High instrumentalists. See Page 12 for
story.

Monday, December 21

City Council Meeting

1st & 3rd Mondays at 7:30 P.M. Council Chambers, City Hall, 12650 Detroit Ave.
Wednesday, December 23

“Tré Gay Taizé”

7:00 - 8:00 PM Liberation United Church of Christ, 13714 Madison Ave.
See under December 16 listing for more details.

Thursday, December 24

Holiday Thursday Evenings on Madison Ave.
Many Madison shop will stay open Christmas Eve till 8pm. See under Thursday,

December 3 and ad on page 13.
Lakewood High Symphonic/Wind Ensemble Winter Concert
7:30 PM Civic Auditorium, 14100 Franklin Blvd.

Visit www.lakewoodobserver.com for more
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Greater Eye Care
Expertise and
Convenience.

Welcoming Cleveland Clinic Ophthalmologists to Lakewood Hospital.

With the addition of physicians from Lakeland Eye, you have convenient access to the best eye care. Located
adjacent to Lakewood Hospital, Cleveland Clinic ophthalmologists offer a complete range of services, including
treatment for the most complex conditions. For patients with diabetes, they work closely with the Lakewood

Hospital Diabetes and Endocrine Center to provide the most specialized care.

To make an appointment or referral, .
please call 216.529.5320. E: Lakewood Hospital
Lakewood Hospital Professional Building leveland Clinic hospital
14601 Detroit Avenue, Suite 550 a Cleveland P
Lakewood, OH 44107

Cleveland Clinic Ophthalmologists Now
at Lakewood Hospital:
(I to r) Richard Wyszynski, M.D., John Costin, M.D.,

Ryan Deasy, M.D., Wynne Morley, M.D.,
Matthew Ohr, M.D.

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Mayor To Discuss Community Circulators

continued from Page 1

things, the region’s Long-Range Trans-
portation Plan and the Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP). This
will offer Mayor FitzGerald an oppor-
tunity to voice concerns on behalf of
Lakewood’s residents’ public trans-
Although RTA

portation needs.

responded to the City of Lakewood’s
request by turning over voluminous
records, there was a total absence of
e-mails relating to employees affected
by RTA’s layoffs and similar concerns,
Mayor FitzGerald explained.

Mayor FitzGerald offered several
suggestions that might be helpful in
the quest for daily Circulator service:1.

Retail Occupancy Up

continued from Page 1

Detroit’s 350 storefronts and Madison
Avenue’s 300 storefronts.

“While the numbers themselves
show a positive outlook for the city,
actually seeing these spaces under con-
struction and filling with new tenants
feels really good,” said Nathan Kelly, the
city’s Planning and Development Direc-
tor. “There’s more to come in the very
near future.”

“Since the report was issued, more
new businesses have cropped up in
Lakewood. In fact, between Thanksgiving
and New Years, a new business is going to
open its doors every week in Lakewood.”
demographic
file, density and walkability are cited
by new and prospective tenants as rea-
sons to invest in Lakewood. Lakewood
has about 54,000 people residing in 5.6
square miles, the most densely popu-
lated area in the region. This is a large

Lakewood’s pro-

consumer base enabling local busi-
nesses to prosper.

Examples of new retail sites in
Lakewood include Panera Bread which
opened on November 4th in the INA
Building at St. Charles and Detroit. The
building is undergoing a multi-million
dollar renovation and will be accompa-
nied by new tenants in coming months.
Across the street, the old Party Sta-
tion building at 15000 Detroit is being
completely renovated and features Five
Guys Burgers & Fries which opened
right after Thanksgiving. Additional
tenants are scheduled to move in after
the renovation is complete. Two Dads’
Restaurant also recently opened on the
corner of Marlowe and Detroit.

Citywide, new tenants include more

restaurants, professional services from
architects to law offices, and medical
services including a new dental office
and a new optometrist.

Independent Living At Its Best

Our Administrative Team

“My apartment here is
large and bright. I am happy
living at Lakewood Senior
Health Campus with good friends
who, like me enjoy being active.
We have so many activities
that I have to do my
laundry on Sunday.

If you need assistance,the staff
are all kind and caring people.
I encourage my friends to
come and enjoy living at
Lakewood Senior Health Campus.

I should have

moved here sooner!”
Marian Siddall, 3-Year Resident

HOUSE

¢ Full daily breakfast included in rent
¢ All-inclusive meal plan available
* Secured environment with daily

* A wide range of activities and outings

* Pet-friendly

complimentary lunch or dessert

(Campus is on the NE corner of Bunts and Detroit)

OPEN

January 9
12:30-2:00 p.m.

monitoring by our nursing staff

with transportation provided

Come and enjoy a

in our beautiful dining room!

(KE

SENIOR
EALLH CAMPUY

1381 Bunts Road
Lakewood, Ohio

b

ONM

Locally owned and managed by the John O Neill Family,
serving seniors in the West Shore area since 1962.

Bay Village, Ohio

440-871-3474 440-327-1295

www.jtonm.net
BRADLEY B4y _Center Rideg
Health Cenier Health CHITI\P‘I.L”.

North Ridgeville, Ohio

Lakewood Senior Health Campus is a 150-bed Skilled Nursing Facility, 54-suite Assisted Living,
and 60-suite Independent Living Continuum of Care Retirement Community.

We]]mgtg

place

Lakewood, Ohio
216-228-7650

North Olmsted, Ohio
440-734-9933

Prepare specific written proposals with
which to lobby elected representa-
tives, such as our Ohio Legislators, U.S.
Senator Sherrod Brown, and U. S. Rep-
resentative Dennis Kucinich, insisting
that RTA restore Circulator routes or
there won’t be any government funding
of RTA. 2. To meet with elected repre-
sentatives and RTA’s Board of Trustees.
3. Let RTA know every three or four
months that we are still around and
that we have not given up the fight. 4.
Establish contact with similar groups
in areas interested in Circulator routes
such as Kamm’s Corners, Euclid, and
Tremont and thereby unifying our
efforts.

“Riders to Bring Back the Daily
Lakewood Circulator” recently asked
U.S. Congressman Dennis Kucinich’s
Lakewood office to arrange a meet-
ing with a few representatives of the

group and Kucinich to find out what
reply, if any, Kucinich received to his
August 17th letter to the Federal Tran-
sit Adminstration (FTA) asking the
FTA to fund the daily Lakewood Cir-
culator, and why Kucinich failed to get
Federal stimulus money or other Fed-
eral money, such as Congress’ ongoing
funding of RTA, to restore daily
Lakewood Circulator bus service.

“Riders to Bring Back the Daily
Lakewood Circulator” will meet in the
Multi-Purpose Room of the Lakewood
Public Library’s Main Branch on
Sunday, January 10, 2010 at 3 p.m.
Everyone is cordially invited to attend.
Please call “Riders to Bring Back the
Daily Lakewood Circulator” at (216)
221-2724 to volunteer to actively
help its efforts to bring back the daily
Lakewood Circulator.

Haber Elected Lakewood Hospital
Foundation Board President

by Kristin Broadbent

The Lakewood Hospital Foundation
Board of Trustees recently elected Ken
Haber as president. Haber, a Lakewood
resident, is chief financial officer of the
OM Group, Inc. Active in various civic,
business and community organizations,
he has been integrally involved in the
Lakewood community for more than 30
years. On the Foundation board since
May 2008, he has served on the Execu-
tive and Finance Committees as well as
Lakewood Hospital’s Vision for Tomor-
row Leadership Team.

Haber succeeds Brian M. King of
Rocky River, who served nearly six years
as president and more than 25 years as a
trustee. King’s leadership and dedication
have been invaluable to Lakewood Hos-
pital Foundation. “His service to this
and other community organizations
has been an example for all to emu-
late,” says Kristin Broadbent, director
of Lakewood Hospital Foundation. “His
gifts of time, talent and treasure over the
years are truly appreciated.”

About Lakewood Hospital Foun-
dation Founded in 1956 and guided by

Ken Haber, one of Lakewood’s good guys
is now the president of LHF.

a dedicated and civic-minded board of
directors, Lakewood Hospital Foun-
dation operates exclusively to steward
philanthropic gifts for Lakewood Hos-
pital. The foundation supports the
enhancement of hospital programs
and services through building lifelong
relationships with members of the com-
munity, raising funds and dedicating its
resources to help meet the needs of those
served by the hospital. To learn more
about the meaningful ways to support
Lakewood Hospital’s lifesaving work,
visit lakewoodhospital.org/foundation.

crambled Eggs
-6 Eggs Benedict
Eggs Florentine

Fresh Fruit

Rell ouls bed and inte 56 Weald

(Omelettes made to order with unique ingredients
Bacon & Sausage * Hash Browns
Gourmet Topped Pancakes

Ty
RUNCH

*

BUE E@

Now Serving Brunch On Sundays  AM- 2 PN = LUNCH & DINNER 7 DAYS A WEEK
16300 Detroit Avenue, Lakewood
216.226.0056 » www.fiftysixwest.com
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Lakewood City

Solar Energy and Bus Stops

by Christopher Bindel

Council President Michael Dever
called the December 7, 2009 Coun-
cil Meeting to order at 7:32 P.M. The
first order of business was to excuse the
absence of Councilman Butler, which
was done so unanimously.

Councilman Dever ( At-Large)
then gave a report from the Commit-
tee of the Whole regarding the Historic
Interiors Preservation ordinance. At
the last council meeting, the ordi-
nance was returned to Council from
the Planning Commission with a rec-
ommendation that they pass it after
visiting it once more in the Commit-
tee of the Whole. Revisiting it, the
Committee of the Whole decided to
defer the vote on it once more so they
can look over a report from the Legal
Department that they had asked for.

Councilman Tom Bullock (Ward II),
Chair of the Public Safety Committee,
gave his report on the ordinance which
would allow the City’s Police force to trade
in their old guns for new ones at no cost
to them. This trade would save the City
$40,000 in purchasing new hand guns for
its officers. After discussing the specifics
of the plan, and with the understanding
that the guns traded in will be refurbished
and sold through licensed dealers, the
Public Safety Committee recommended
passage. Council accepted the Committee
report and passed the ordinance.

Council then placed seven appro-
priations ordinances for the 2010
budget on second reading and referred
them back to the Committee of the

Whole. Councilman Michael Summers
(Ward IIT) announced that there would
be budgetary hearings on the men-
tioned items on Monday, December 14
at 6 P.M. in the City Hall Auditorium.
The hearing will discuss those items
in detail as well as strategies to cut the
budget by over a million dollars.

Councilman Bullock then asked
Council to consider an ordinance that
would allow the City to create Special
Improvement Districts (SID) that aim
to encourage the use of solar panels and
other renewable energy. These districts
would allow commercial and home
owners who participate by using solar
energy products special assessment
financing on their property tax bills
at better than market rates. Since the
upfront cost for things like solar panels
are usually too much to be affordable by
the average home or business owner, this
program allows them a way to afford
them without the large initial cost.

Council received the ordinance and
referred it to the Public Works Committee.

Mayor Edward FitzGerald invited
Council to recognize the six new members
to Lakewood’s Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT). Tiffany Fox,
Samuel Fancazio, Theresa Griffin, Jakub
Mejstrik, Christina Smith & Mike Tuttle
completed training to prepare them to
respond in the event of a disaster or emer-
gency when police, fire and EMS cannot
reach everyone right away.

FitzGerald
announcing a few appointments. First
he announced Renee Mahoney as
his newest appointment to the Audit
Committee. Mrs. Mahoney is filling
a vacant seat mid term, and is sched-
uled to start immediately with the

Mayor continued,

term expiring December 31, 2011. Sec-
ond he announced Carl Orban as his
appointee to the Architectural Board
of Review. He is also filling an unex-
pired term and will begin at the next
regularly scheduled meeting until the
last meeting in 2010.

The Mayor then asked Council
to consider an ordinance that would
decriminalize parking tickets and
make them a civil, rather than crimi-
nal, offence. The hope is by doing so it
would encourage violators to pay their
tickets as well as make it easier for vio-
lators of past years to pay their tickets
without greater penalty.

Director of Planning and Develop-
ment, Nathan Kelly, asked Council to
consider allowing the City to enter into
an agreement with RTA to identify and
purchase an “enhanced transit wait-
ing environment,” also known as a bus
stop, up to $25,000. This enhanced bus
stop coincides with the Detroit Avenue
Streetscape Plan and would be erected
in front of the Bailey Building, which
is currently under renovation. The idea
is to pick a waiting environment that
will match the newly renovated areas

of our enhanced downtown Lakewood.
This program would be paid for with
federal funds reimbursing Lakewood
through RTA. As Director Kelly said
“we will pick the environment and
then make sure RTA has a check for
us before we cut ours to purchase it.”
Councilwoman Nickie Antonio (At-
Large) raised the question why RTA
wasn’t using this $25,000 on running
the newly disbanded Lakewood Circu-
lator instead. Director Kelly responded
by saying that RTA received these funds
from the Federal Government particu-
larly earmarked for “enhanced transit
waiting environments” and, therefore,
could not be used for transit itself.
Council approved the ordinance.

After the regular agenda items were
completed, a last minute add-on was
discussed having to do with an item
that was in arbitration between the
City and the firefighters regarding their
contracts. The arbitrator did some fact
finding and reported some suggestions
to the City. It was suggested by the arbi-
trator that Council go into executive
session to discuss the issue. Executive
session is when Council, the Mayor, and
related parties discuss the matters at
hand behind closed doors. Therefore, at
8:16 P.M. the Council entered executive
session and the auditorium cleared.

Council meetings are held every first
and third Monday of the month at 7:30 P.M.
in the City Hall Auditorium. The next regu-
larly scheduled council meeting will be held on
December 21, 2009. For a copy of the agenda
or for any other information regarding the
Lakewood City Council, you can find it at
onelakewood.com/citygovern_council. html.

City Spurring Solar Energy Projects By Finance Programs

by Glenn Campbell

If youre a Lakewood property
owner, Ward 2 councilman Tom Bullock
and the FitzGerald administration want
to make it cheaper for you to go solar. Ina
letter presented to Lakewood City Coun-
cil on December 7, Bullock and Mayor
Ed FitzGerald proposed that Lakewood
take advantage of a new Ohio law that
authorizes the state’s cities to offer special
financing to residential and commercial
property owners for solar energy projects
within their borders. The law, enacted
in July, allows Ohio cities to create spe-
cial-improvement districts (SIDs) to
offer loans at below-market rates for the
installation of solar photovoltaic systems
(solar panels) or solar thermal projects
that provide water heating, process heat,
or electricity. Participating property
owners agree to a special assessment on
their property tax bill to pay the loans
back over a period of up to 25 years. The
tax bills of property owners who do not
wish to participate are unaffected by the
program. Participating cities may issue
bonds or apply for federal or state grant
dollars to fund such financing programs.

“Clean solar power offers important
advantages, like stable pricing for pol-
lution-free energy and local jobs in the
fast-growing clean energy industry, but
the upfront costs frequently make solar
installation unaffordable for the average
family or business,” Bullock says. The
state’s new solar SIDs authorization “is a

creative new use of an established munici-
pal financing tool to help more businesses
and homeowners afford solar projects at
little or no cost to the city,” he adds.

Beyond the proposal’s support for
renewable energy, it represents another
way to encourage property owners to
plant deeper roots in the city, says Nathan
Kelly, Lakewood’s Director of Plan-
ning and Development. “We are trying
to build a bevy of tools to help prop-
erty owners invest in their properties,”
Kelly explains. “Such investments make
homeowners and businesses ‘sticky’---or
more likely to stay in Lakewood.”

Kelly says that Lakewood may need
to work with other local municipalities,
such as Cleveland or other inner-ring
suburbs, to issue a bond to enable the
financing at the lowest possible cost to
the city. That’s because issuing bonds
involves certain one-time costs, such
as fees for legal counsel and credit rat-
ings, that would be reduced if shared
with other cities. Bullock would prefer
Lakewood to issue the bond on its own,
if possible, to make city the first one in
the region to create a solar SID. “I want
Lakewood to be first. It would demon-
strate our leadership, and it’s completely
in line with our values,” he says. “Being
first would help us continue to attract
dynamic young people and brand our
city as green and innovative.”

Several steps must first be taken
before the city decides whether to issue

the bond alone or with neighboring
communities. The first step, says Kelly,
is to build an administrative framework
for executing the solar SID, which he
hopes to have ready by late in the first
quarter of 2010. Another near-term con-
sideration is adopting design standards
for solar installations, which Bullock says
city council will swiftly turn its attention
to. Then comes public education, which
Bullock envisions in the form of three
or four public sessions held around the
city at which printed materials would be
distributed and experts would field ques-
tions. Public education efforts would
overlap with recruiting of participants
for the first round of solar projects. Under
the new state law, cities that want to cre-
ate solar SIDs must circulate a petition
for eligible property owners to sign to opt
in to the program. The petition, which
would function as a contract, would
prompt city council to pass an ordinance

to formally create the solar SID and pro-
vide for and oversee the financing. A SID
board of directors would also need to be
established to implement the program.

Kelly expects the first financing
opportunities under the program to be
available by the third or fourth quarter
of 2010. Bullock says more information
about the process will be made available
in the coming weeks. Both Kelly and
Bullock say $2 million in total project
financing is a reasonable goal for the
first round of solar SID projects. “That’s
the sweet spot where you start to get
the best rates,” Bullock explains. Both
officials favor a financing target over a
targeted number of projects, although
Bullock believes a broad group of sev-
eral dozen homeowners in the city may
be interested in participating in the pro-
gram initially, and both he and Kelly
anticipate interest from several of the
city’s industrial businesses.

Nickie Antonio Running

continued from Page 1
(entirely represented in HD13).

The first in her family to graduate
from college, Antonio holds a Master
of Public Administration degree from
the Maxine Levin College of Urban
Affairs at Cleveland State University
and a Bachelor of Science degree in
Education from Cleveland State Uni-
versity. A former special education

teacher, adjunct professor and non-
profit administrator she has served in
numerous capacities as an organiza-
tional consultant for non-profit and
governmental organizations for over
20 years. Antonio currently adminis-
trates community planning in a five
county region for HIV/AIDS pro-
grams.
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Lakewood Public Library Events

All Events and Programs Are Free And Open To The Public

CHILDRENS & YOUTH SERVICES

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
THE ZONE: For students in kindergarten through fifth grade

Get in the Zone and sign up for a week of themed activities! Visit www.lkwdpl.
org/youth for the list of fun and exciting programs just for kids. To register, please
stop in or call (216) 226-8275, ext. 140. The Zone will be closed for school holidays
and vacations.

Monday — Thursday at 4:00 p.m. in the Children’s and Youth Services
Department at Main Library and Madison Branch

CREATION STATION: Students kindergarten to fifth grade
Join us for crafts each and every Friday after school. There is no need to regis-
ter; however, to schedule groups, please call Main Library (216) 226-8275, Ext. 140
or Madison Branch (216) 228-7428. Fridays, September 11 — May 28 at 4:00 p.m.
Children’s & Youth Services Department at Main Library & Madison Branch

HOMEWORK ER: Students kindergarten through eighth grade
Need help with your homework or just want a cool place to work? Come to the
Homework Room for help and resources. No need to register. Tuesday, September
8 — Thursday, May 27.
Monday — Thursday, 3:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m., in the Children’s and Youth Ser-
vices Department at Main Library and Madison Branch

YOUTH READING PROGRAMS
CHOOSE YOUR READING ADVENTURE: For youth in 6th

through 8th grade

Thursdays @ 7:30pm - 8:30pm; What to read after a page-turning mystery?
You be the judge of that. Venture inside a vampire’s lair, set sail on an 18th century
pirate ship, or ensnare yourself in the world of fairies. Each month, vote for which
title to read from a different genre. To register, please stop in or call (216) 226-8275
ext. 140. Main Library Multipurpose Room

Thursday, December 17: Fantasy

Thursday, January, 21: Horror

FAMILY PROGRAMS
FAMILY WEEKEND WONDERS

Make the Library a part of your family weekend time with programs featuring
stories, activities, music and crafts. Our staff will provide materials and ideas for
families wishing to continue reading and storytelling at home. The programs are
free and there is no need to register in advance.

Main Library: Friday: 10:30 a.m., 2:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m.

Saturday: 10:30 a.m., 2:00 p.m., 4:00p.m.; Sunday: 2:00 p.m.

Madison Branch: Friday 10:30 a.m., Saturday 11:30 a.m., Sunday 3:00 p.m.

December 18, 19, 20: Toy Box Treasures

December 26, 27: Starry Starry Night

January 2, 3: Snowman Magic

january 8,9, 10: Penguin Magic

BOOK GROUPS

Tuesday, December 15
KNIT & LIT BOOK CLUB

Lynda Tuennerman hosts a social club for multitaskers—a book club and a
stitchery group! She’s looking for readers who can enjoy intense discussion of modern
classics while relaxing with their latest stitching project. Come share your passion for
great literature and show off your knitting, crocheting, counted cross-stitch, embroi-
dery and quilting works-in-progress. Tonight’s book is The Story of Edgar Sawtelle by
David Wroblewski. 7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Meeting Room
Thursday, January 7

BOOKED FOR MURDER

Tonight’s book discussion is about Secret History by Donna Tartt

When a clique of Classics students from an elite East coast college stage a Dio-
nysian frenzy, a local farmer ends up dead. It was an accident, but the secret slowly
tears them apart and leads to more senseless death. In this spellbinding mystery-in-
reverse, we learn “who” right away, but must wait to see how the pieces fit together.
For more details, visit www.lkwdpl.org/bookclubs. 7:00 p.m. in the Main Library
Meeting Room.

LEARNING LAB CLASSES

Reservations for computer instruction classes begin the first of each month. To
register, please stop in or call (216) 226-8275, ext. 127. We ask that all students come
to class with a working knowledge of the mouse. If you need help, visit the Technol-
ogy Center and ask the staff to set you up on our Mouse Training Program. It’s fun,
easy and essential to becoming computer literate. All classes take place in the Main
Library Learning Lab on the 2nd floor.

DECEMBER CLASSES:

Saturday, December 19: WEB SEARCHING BASIC@3:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 26: E-MAIL BASICS@3:00 p.m.

Sign-up for January classes begins on Saturday, January 2, 2010.

Bob’s Appliance Service

Repairs On Most Major Brand Appliances

. Speed Queen
ommercial Grade Wash
and Dryers — American M:crltsa!

e Stoves e Dishwashers Independent Deg)
ealer

* Refrigerators e Washers/Dryers
0 e Serving Lakewood and the Westside Suburbs Since 1980

; Quallty Rebullt Washers and Drvers 946 1521-9353

* Delivery Available
Leave Message on Machine

2003/05/06/07/08 Angie’s List Super Service Award!

Saturday, December 19
FIVE STAR FILMS: Il Postino
THIS PROGRAM HAS BEEN CANCELED. We regret any inconvenience.

Sunday, December 20
SUNDAY WITH THE FRIENDS: Christmas Carols and Jazz

Standards - See story below for details

Sugarplum jazz vocalist Kelly Wright celebrates the season with a little help
from blues guitar master Pete Cavano. Gather around for fresh takes on frozen
end-of-the-year favorites. Some of the best songs ever written only get played in
December. 2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium.
Closed on Thursday, December 24 and Friday, December 25
Library will close at 5 p.m. on Thursday, December 31 and be

closed on Friday, January 1, 2010.

Saturday, January 9
BACK TO THE MOVIES: Five Decades of Cinema
The Fifties: High Noon (1952) - Directed by Fred Zinnemann - Not Rated
This Western classic stars Gary Cooper as Hadleyville marshal Will Kane, who
is about to retire and leave town with his Quaker bride Grace Kelly when he learns
that a group of men he sent to jail is due to arrive on the high noon train. With the
Miller gang set on vengeance, the aging marshal has a little more than an hour to
gather some deputies and make a stand. As director Zinnemann cuts to ever larger
images of clocks, each person in the town has a reason why he can’t be part of the
posse. Even his pacifist wife seems ready to desert him. Tex Ritter’s Oscar-win-
ning “Do Not Forsake Me, O My Darling” resonates as Kane and the clock advance
inevitably toward high noon. 6:00 p.m.in the Main Library Auditorium.

Sunday, January 10

SUNDAY W/THE FRIENDS: Colin Dussault’s Rock and Blues Duo
Legendary harmonica-huffer Colin Dussault joins forces with hard-charging

guitarist Jim Tigue for an afternoon of the kind of songs that make you want to quit

your job and learn an instrument. Hold onto your ears for rock’n’roll, Memphis blues,

and American folk from the best.. 2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium.

Tuesday, January 12

Coffee with the Subconscious

Betty Rozakis employs the diagnostic science commonly known as handwriting
analysis to provide people with an objective look at themselves and their circum-
stances. “Who am I? What am I doing with my life?” Betty takes you through the
stages of her analysis with examples of common characteristics and corresponding

psychological typologies. 7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium.

Santa Loves His Jazz

By Ben Burdick

Tis the season for running yourself
ragged with shopping, endless errands
and exuberant celebration. Isn’t it time
for a little break? On Sunday, Decem-
ber 20 at 2:00 p.m., the Friends of the
Lakewood Public Library are proud
to provide you with a relaxing Sunday
afternoon program called Christmas
Carols and Jazz Standards. Sugarplum
jazz vocalist < will celebrate the season
with holiday help from guitar master
Matt Soble. All weary souls are encour-
aged to gather ‘round for fresh takes on
frozen end-of-the-year favorites. After
all, some of the best songs ever written
only get played in December...

So, who is this Kelly Wright per-
son and what does she know about the
spirit of the season? With a larger than
life voice that can clear all the icicles
off your house in one “parumpa pum
pum,” this Lakewood native began sing-
ing in her sophomore year at Lakewood

High School. She traveled for three years
with the vocal jazz group, The Road-
show, and performed all over the area,
recording at Suma studios and earning
trips to Western Michigan University to
attend vocal jazz workshops.

Today, Kelly resides in Cleveland but
calls Lakewood home, as her small busi-
ness is here. Kelly and her sister Carrie
are in their fourteenth year as co-owners
of the popular breakfast stop, The Bor-
derline Café. When she’s not pouring
coffee or crooning tunes from the for-
ties, she plays a mean tambourine and
provides backing vocal for the local indie
rock favorite, Anne E. DeChant.

This yuletide presentation is made
possible, not only by the evergreen gen-
erosity of the Friends of Lakewood
Public Library, but also by your fellow
Cuyahoga County residents through
Cuyahoga Arts and Culture. We’re sure
that Santa’s support is somewhere in the
mix, too. Thanks guys! Happy New Year!

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE

Are you or someone you know

FACING FORECLOSURE?

Call today to see if you qualify

216.458.HOME (4663)

Se Habla Espanol

‘NeighborWerks:

Neighborhood Housing Services
of Greater Cleveland

N EREDATMEER] 5700 Broadway Avenue . Cleveland, Ohio 44127 . www.nhscleveland.org
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Lakewood Schools

Ranger Marching Band Heads To Cotton Bowl

by Christine Gordillo

After months and months of fund-
raising that began shortly after school
was out last June, the Lakewood High
School Ranger Marching Band soon
will be on its way to perform at the
74th AT&T Cotton Bowl Classic in
Dallas on Jan. 2. One hundred ninety
members of the band and 15 staff and
parents will depart for Texas at noon
on Dec. 30 from the high school.

The band’s first stop will be to per-
form at LHS alumnus George Read’s
Dallas home. Mr. Read has been a
longtime and generous contributor
to the Lakewood City Schools’ music
program. On New Year’s Eve the band
will attend a dinner dance at South

Fork Ranch of “Dallas” TV show fame
with 15 other high school bands that
are participating in the Cotton Bowl
Parade and Halftime Show. The Cot-
ton Bowl Parade is New Year’s Day
afternoon in downtown Dallas. On
Jan. 2, the band will be in the new
Texas Stadium, home of the Dallas
Cowboys, to perform for the Cotton
Bowl Halftime Show. The band will
return to Lakewood on Jan. 3.
Fund-raisers over the months,
including car washes, bake sales, a
garage sale, coupon book sale and
the sale of ads and sponsorships for
the annual Marching Band Festi-
val in September helped pay for the
trip’s cost, which was $700 per stu-

four week boot camp will jump start your new

speakers. Participant space is limited to 25.

www.russellchiro.net

COMING IN JANUARY 2010
Russell Chiropractic 4-Week Nutrition Boot Camp

Based on our 21-Day Purification Program, this
year and lead you down the path of health and
healing. Each week during the program we will

cover different health topics with various guest

Call today to reserve your space! 216.221.1788

Dr. Michael Russell
18624 Detroit Avenue
Lakewood

216-221-1788

+ Weekly support meetings

+ Potluck dinner & recipe exchange night
« Yoga & Pilates demonstrations

« Three complimentary fitness sessions at

Cross-Fit Cleveland
+ 30-Day membership to Fitworks
« Prize raffles each week

photo by Ivor Karabatkovic

dent.

“TI would definitely like to thank
the Lakewood community, alumni of
the band and others that made dona-
tions to help our band achieve this
goal of this wonderful trip,” said band
director Brian Maskow, who singled
out Mr. Read for his generous dona-

TIME FOR A BREATH OF F

I Ay
g

- u“‘-q

There’s nothing better than a breath of fresh air.
Unless it's a breath of fresh air in your perfectly climate-controlled home. A Lennox® Home Comfort System
maintains constant humidity and temperature settings, and protects your family from indoor air hazards
including pollen, pet dander and dust mites. Call us today to bring the freshness of outside air—in!

OH Lic #16431
Offer expires 11/30/2009.

“*Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Lennox® products.
**See dealer for details and visit www.energystar.gov for more information on the credit guidelines and list of qualifying heating and cooling equipment.
© 2009 Lennox Industries Inc. See your participating Lennox dealer for details. Lennox dealers include independently owned and operated businesses.

Slife Heating And Cooling
Celebrating 20 years of serving Lakewood
and vicinity with great service and prices!

Up to an additional

$1,500 in Federal Tax Credits™*

may be available with the purchase and installation
of qualifying high-efficiency products.

tions to the Music Department of more
than $500,000 over the past 11 years.

The Cotton Bowl will be nation-
ally televised on Fox Sports and
features Oklahoma State University
versus University of Mississippi (Ole
Miss). Kickoff is 1 p.m. Central Stan-
dard Time.

Slife

(216) 221-0310
13729 Madison Avenue ¢ Lakewood, OH 44107
slifehvac@sbcglobal.net

LENNOX D

R SYSTEMS
Innovation never felt so good.™
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Salukombo competes in NCAA Championship

by Joseph Ott

2008 Lakewood High School
graduate Makorobondo (Dee) Salu-
kombo earned an individual spot at
the 2009 NCAA Division III Men’s
Cross Country Championship held at
the Highland Park Golf Club in Cleve-
land, Ohio on November 21. Dee,
competing on the Denison University
Cross Country team, earned this spot
by placing second at the 2009 NCAA
Division III Great Lakes Regional
Championship held at the LaVerne
Gibson Cross Country Course in Terre

Haute, Indiana on November 14, 2009.
In addition, Dee placed first in five out
of seven cross country meets this sea-
son for Denison.

Cleveland’s Baldwin-Wallace
College hosted the NCAA Division
III Men’s Cross Country Champion-
ship this year. This event had over 560
competitors with 32 Division III men’s
teams, 32 women’s teams, and 56 indi-
viduals from all over the country. Dee
finished 33rd overall out of 276 men’s
competitors with a time of 26:07.6 and
was named All American. The 8k race

Lakewood Grad Named OU
Engineering Ambassador

by Colleen Carow

Monique Grier, a Lakewood native
and Ohio University student study-
ing industrial and systems engineering,
has been recently chosen to join a select
group of students at the university’s Russ
College of Engineering and Technology.

Grier, a junior, has been named to
the Engineering Ambassadors for the
2009-2010 academic year.

The Engineering Ambassadorsarea
select group of undergraduate engineer-
ing students who help recruit students
and also represent the Russ College to
alumni and corporations. They lead
tours, host distinguished alumni and
support major events. Hand-chosen by
departmental faculty, previous ambas-
sadors and the Russ College dean, the
ambassadors also contribute to a blog
at  http://www.ohio.edu/engineering/
ambassadors/blog to show what it’s like

to be a Russ College student.

Grier is former secretary of the
Convocation Student Council and has
participated in the Russ College’s Pre-
Engineering Program (PEP) and a peer
mentoring program, LINKS. She is a
recipient of the Kings/Chavez/Parks
Scholarship and is active in the National
Society of Black Engineers.

Grier has interned with Medical
Mutual in Strongsville and is currently in
the process of becoming a Big Sister for
the Big Brothers/Big Sisters program. She
is also planning to co-op next year.

“They’re really enthusiastic about
the experience that they’ve had in the
Russ College,” Masel said. “That comes
across when they’re meeting with pro-
spective students and other guests,
talking about the opportunities that
they’ve had and what they’ve been able
to do.”

was won by Ricky Flynn of Lynchburg
Virginia with a time of 25:09.8.

The only other Lakewood High
School graduate earninga spot to run this
NCAA Division IIT Championship event
was 2008 Graduate Tim Kelly competing

L.H.S 2008 Graduate Dee Salukombo
competes for Denison U. at the 2009
NCAA Championship

photos by Joe Ott

with his team from Mount Union.

Dee is a sophomore at Denison
University in Granville Ohio working
towards a major in Chemistry and was
an All-Ohio selection and a two-time
athlete of the year at Lakewood H.S.

L.H.S 2008 Graduate Tim Kelly (Mount
Union)

Lakewood Senior Receives
Division 1 Hockey Scholarship

by Steve Hoffert

Lakewood High Senior, Tracy
McCann is signing a National Letter
of Intent to play Division One Hockey
with Minnesota State University in
Mankato, The
icks play in the Western Collegiate
Hockey Association (WCHA) with
Ohio State, University of Minnesota,
North Dakota, Minnesota-Duluth, St.
Cloud State, Bemidji State and 2008-09

Minnesota. Maver-

National Champion Wisconsin.

Head Coach Eric Means is in his
first season with The Mavericks and has
seen Tracy play several times including
last summers USA Hockey National
Development Camp in Minnesota. He
has said that he really likes her style
of play and is very excited to have her
play for him. Tracy’s scholarship offer
includes 90% of the total of all tuition,
fees, books and room and board.

School Board Gets Down To Basics About Closing A School

by Betsy Voinovich

The Lakewood Board of Educa-
tion met in a special session December
3 to listen to community input regard-
ing the Board’s upcoming decision to
choose 2 of 3 elementary schools to
keep open, because the State of Ohio
will only fund the renovation of 2.

Particularly compelling was a
Lincoln parent who said, although she
had originally supported keeping Lin-
coln open, upon reading the findings
about the high population density of
families around Grant, she was recon-
sidering. She stressed that the decision
had to be about what was best for the
families and neighborhoods in all of
Lakewood. Given that one fourth of
Lincoln’s student population is from
other areas of the city, disrupting Lin-
coln’s school neighborhood is less of
an issue.

Following the public comment

portion of the meeting, Board Mem-
ber Matthew Markling
up many of the issues the Board
had to consider. He first addressed
the report provided by a Cleveland
State professor, who had repeatedly
referred to Lakewood as “Lakeview,”

summed

when speaking at the Board’s last
public work meeting. Mr. Markling
felt the conclusions reached in the
professor’s report were not supported
by the facts.

Mr. Markling validated the den-
sity statistics provided by the Phase
3 committee, confirming that the
greatest housing and family density is
in the Grant school district. “People
really do live South of the tracks and
North of Madison,” he said. Until
this moment the Board had been
silent when presented with the high
density numbers of both students
and family-friendly housing in the

s

A Dﬁghu%a@;
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The Best

- Chicago Style Italian Beef
* Beef Hot Dog
+ Specialty Dogs
* Turkey Dog

* Veggie Dog

* Beef Polish + Onion Rings

* Polish Boy

+ Ttalian Sausage

+ Chicken Dings

* Fries (Cheese/Chili)
- Sweet Potato Fries

Open
Mon-Sat
11-8

Grant district.

He said, “Economic development
seemed to be a bone of contention,”
referring to last-minute criteria
added to the comparison of Grant
and Lincoln at the September 15th
Community Forum by one Phase
3 Coordinating Council member.
Suddenly the Phase 3 Committee’s
research of nine months, intended to
put a school near families and kids,
was obscured by a discussion of the
best re-use of property for Down-

town development. This issue was
never part of the criteria issued to
the Phase 3 Committee by the Board.
Mr. Markling asserted that the school
choice would be based on using
school property for schools, and that
economic development was not the
responsibility of the School Board.
Also, he did not consider the vot-
ing outcome of the Sept 15th Forum
relevant, stressing that the Board
respected the Phase 3 Committee’s
continued on Page 17

Lakewood Congregational Church
An Open and Affirming Church of the United Church of Christ
“Where God is Still Speaking”

5 p.m. Family Worship
10:30 p.m. Music Prelude
11 p.m. Candlelight Service

Corner of West Clifton Boulevard and Detroit Avenue, Lakewood
216-221-9555

www. lcc-church.org
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Lakewood Cares

LCAC Food Drive Provides Dinner For 300
Lakewood Families And Seniors

by Jeff Worron and Trudy E. Bell

One of the many reasons that
Lakewood is a wonderful commu-
nity to live was on display both on
Friday November 20th and Saturday
November 21st, when more than 100
volunteers and over a dozen corpo-
rate sponsors came together to gather,
sort and deliver 2 large bags of food
to each of 300 families and seniors
in Lakewood. While the work was
coordinated by Lakewood Charita-
ble Assistance Corporation (LCAC),
a 25-year-old community non-profit
organization whose sole mission is to
help those in need, it was the commu-
nity as a whole that made it all happen.

“The goal of LCAC’s food drive
was twofold,” says LCAC President
Jeff Worron: “to help families in our
community so they too can enjoy a
holiday meal with all the trimmings,
and to draw our community together to
show we care about our neighbors and
friends.” LCAC will feed approximately
300 families and seniors at Thanksgiv-
ing and an additional 300 at Christmas
time, plus organize and conduct a
Spring Cleaning Drive in May.

Network of Volunteers

“LCAC has no office and no phones-
-it’s a network of volunteers,” said
Worron. The LCAC, which started as an
offshoot of the Jaycees, consists of a 12
member, all-volunteer year-round board
that raises funds as well as handles the
logistics of buying, gathering and deliv-
ering the food. The board is proud of the
fact that it has virtually no administra-
tive expenses and uses all cash donations
towards the purchase of food.

Although originally most of the
food came from generous donations
of canned goods and staples collected
by students at Lakewood’s public and

photos by Trudy E. Bell

250 of 300 Breadsmith loaves collected by Lakewood/Rocky River Sunrise and Noon
Rotary Clubs occupied 26 boxes, along with four Sunrise Club Rotarians. Center

(arms outstretched) is Trudy E. Bell, who coordinated the bread drive. At right is Doug
Cooper, president of the Sunrise club. At left is Rotarian Bill Gaydos, who also serves on
the LCAC board of directors. In the rear stands Larry Faulhaber, principal contact for
the large commercial freezer at St. Luke’s Catholic Church, which stored more than half
the loaves of bread.

The Cargill employees and families that volunteered identified themselves with special
green T-shirts. Cargill owns Honeysuckle Farms that donated 250 frozen white turkeys

to the LCAC.

parochial schools and most fund-
ing came primarily from individual
donations, this year LCAC received
significant contributions from several

Little One’s Min

Monetary donations also accepted.
Lakewood SDA Church. Please note

First Thursday every mont

Serving The City of Lakewood »
We need your help with DONATIONS...

New diapers, wipes, and baby toiletries. Gently used infant and toddler
items. Such as furniture, strollers, car seats, high chairs, etc.

Please mail to below address, attention Treasurer

Donations Accepted

Lakewood Seventh-Day Adventist Church
1382 Arthur Avenue, Lakewood (behind Taco Bell)
Questions? Please contact Laura at 216-406-5620 after 5:00pm

™ o |

Istry

\

Please make check payable to:
donation is for Little One’s Ministry

h 5:00pm - 7:00pm

Recipients are directed, by Lakewood Christian Service Center, to Lakewood SDA Church

216-228-3871

5 classes for $65
(Mondays ~ Jan 4 - Feb 8)

Call or click Miss Donna to register

www.silhouettedance.net

corporate and civic organizations.

For example, for Thanksgiving
Cargill not only donated generously
to LCAC’s general fund, but also pro-
vided all the Honeysuckle White
turkeys for the food drive. Also, Help
to Others (H20), an award winning
student program operated by the City
of Lakewood, partnered with student
groups at Lakewood High School to
donate food as well as raise funds to
support the LCAC’S Christmas Food
Drive on December 18th and 19th!

Plus, thanks to arrangements made
with its coordinator of donations Crys-
tal Pyles, Breadsmith contributed all
300 loaves of bread for Thanksgiving
food drive and anticipates providing
another 300 for the Christmas drive.

These donations, when combined
together with labor or donations from
other sponsors such as the Lakewood-
Rocky River Sunrise and Noon Rotary
Clubs, Thrivent Financial for Luther-
ans, Lakewood Kiwanis, St. Edwards
High School, the Junior Women’s Club
of Lakewood, LakewoodAlive and oth-
ers, allowed the LCAC to meet its goal of
feeding 600 families this holiday season!

Once the money has been raised,
next came the task of determining who
in our community could use our help.
Each year the LCAC works with the
Lakewood Christian Service Center,

the Lakewood Schools, and the team of
social workers at the Lakewood Office
on Aging to identify Lakewood fami-
lies and seniors who would benefit from
receiving these holiday food baskets.

The bread drive began in early
October. Each Thursday and Friday at
7 PM when the bakery closed, Rotar-
ians picked up unsold loaves, bagged
them, and stored them in commercial
freezers at various churches and other
organizations for safekeeping until
they were needed for the food drive.
The single biggest donor of freezer
space was St. Luke’s Catholic Church.

To pick up the Honeysuckle tur-
keys, Mike Porter and Larry Baldanza,
board members from the LCAC, and
Brett Miller from Cargill met the deliv-
ery truck from Honeysuckle. Once the
Cargill team had transferred the tur-
keys into a truck that the LCAC had
rented for the weekend, it was off to
Giant Eagle to get the remainder of the
fresh potatoes, frozen pumpkin pies,
pounds of butter, and other perishables.

Meanwhile, back at the Masonic
Temple, (which for years has donated
space to the LCAC for their food
drives), LCAC board members along
with a dozen volunteers from the com-
munity and Cargill began sorting the
thousands of cans of food, pastas and
other nonperishables.

Task for Everyone

There was a task for everyone, no
matter age or strength. On Friday, vol-
unteers sorted nonperishables by type
on long tables. That evening, under
direction from LCAC board members,
child volunteers at the end of each table
placed a can or box into a plastic bag
(donated by Cox Communications)
held by strong teen or adult volunteers
proceeding past. The filled bags were set
against a wall and the process started
anew until all 300 bags were filled--a
process finished within an hour.

Saturday morning, the turkeys and
other perishables, were unboxed and set
up at outdoor stations next to the tem-
ple wall at the edge of the parking lot.
Volunteers carrying a large reinforced

continued on Page 15

Al NS,
The Phoenix Project is a church for
people who are interested in exploring
and deepening their faith through the
beliefs, rituals, and practices of Christianity.
We encourage artistic expression and
creative response to the Gospel through
art and activism, worship and prayer,
celebration and conversation.

Weekly Worship Service

Sundays at 5:00 p.m.
13351 Madison Avenue, Lakewood

Rev. Meredith White-Zeager
216-906-3026 * phoenixncd@gmail.com

Christmas Eve Service 5pm

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Trees & Trimmings...the True Spirit of Giving

by Becca Armbruster

The City’s youth volunteer pro-
gram, H20 — Help to Others, held its
first annual “Trees and Trimmings”

Get your pe

pet foods oww\ {-veod-s

16821 MADISON AVE.

(216)226-0886
~one block east of McKinley~

MON - FRI 11-8  SAT 10-6 ¢ Closed Sundays

event and it was a huge success! We sent
out flyers in holiday food baskets that
were delivered to Lakewood homes at
Thanksgiving and we had 17 fami-
lies contact H20 hoping their names
would be drawn to win a Christmas
tree because they didn’t have one. The
responses came from all kinds of fami-
lies and we were worried that we would
not have enough trees.

When H20’s “Trees & Trim-
mings” collection took place on
Sunday, we were amazed! Car after
car kept coming and unloading huge
loads of decorations, trees, lights and
ornaments. We received 27 trees and
endless boxes of ornaments and deco-
rations. More community volunteers
stepped forward to help deliver the
‘trees and trimmings” to all the homes
and even helped take leftover items to
Lakewood Christian Service Center. I
was incredibly happy to participate in
this collection.

There are families here in our city

First Federal of Lakewood
delivers solid financial
periormance and remains
Saie, Strong and Secure.

I am proud to report that First Federal of Lakewood
earned net income in each of the first three quarters
of 2009, is on track to close a record loan volume and
significantly increased mortgage loan market share

in Cuyahoga and Lorain counties. Also, our capital
ratio of 10.40% makes us a well capitalized bank by
regulatory definition.

On the eve of celebrating our 75th
anniversary, we pledge to continue
to follow our guiding principles,
stay true to our core values and
mission, and work hard every day
to earn your trust.

We’ve been here. We’ll be here.
And we welcome the opportunity
to serve as your trusted
financial partner.

LS auslh

Gary R. Fix
President & CEO

»

JOIIR

ONE srop

that needed help and we were able to
give them a happier holiday season.

this past weekend and I am so thank-
ful that our community showed us how
much they care about each other.

The true spirit of giving was in the air

Give a holida gift 0

*FREE Mont

* Base beds only. Not valid with any otl
Gift Certificates Available. Other offers availa

1mon

A magical place
where youfeel right at home!!

®© Eclectic Selection Of Books

MagicHaL Herbs & Oils
@®© Candles & Incense

HngeL € Goddess Treasures

Local Artist Greations

Reili & Drum CGirc/es Workshops & Much More/

15729 Madison Ave. * Lakewood
216-221-8755 * www.GoddessBlessedinc.com

We NOW Redeem

Amervican Ex xpress Membershi
Rewavd Points for Ouv Clients!

Tues. & Wed. lam-7pm. ® Thurs. 6-9pm
Fri.Noon-7pm ® $at.llam-6pm

“Without a travel agent, you are on your own!” T
An Ex_clu_s_i.ve Agent for American Express Vacations! i -. k:v.rac atiol}.,S'

14724 Detroit Avenue, Lakewood
(216) 521-7733 (800) 835-9233
www.landfalltravel.com travel@landfalltravel.com
Open Mon.-Fri. 9am-7pm & Weekends By Appointment

) ;
. 4

x___wiie-al-%ﬁﬁ

11512 Clifton Blvd.

F St S Holiday Cards,
unGLFts. ockmg meers oliday Jbigfunbigfun.com

Cleveland Souvenirs, Collectibles

HOLIDAY SHOP!

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Rozi's Wine House & _!;m S

| CELEBRATING OUR 7OTH YEQR! P?f; *%Y& :

ROzZIS rFour GENERQTIONS STRONG! gjf 4 .9 "@ !

WINE HOUSE Come To Us For: =

Make Rozi’s your first and last stop for
Holiday Party planning, gift baskets,

corporate gifts, beer/wine making supplies. Weekly
Have a great holiday season Tastings
Celebrate! But do it wisely Every
WE DELIVER! Saturday!

For more info, please call or email us at wines@rozis.com
216 -221-1119 + 14900 Detroit Avenue * www.rozis.com

a PEACE
e“:,. ng Expene,,

Men's o . FREE
’ Gift
La.gt Wr\o'pping
Minute
Shopping = Holiday

Treats

SPI'ee! & Eats

TWO WEEKENDS
Dec 12 & 13 and Dec 19 & 20

from 1lam-8pm : from Noon-5pm
They'll never know you waited until
the last minute when you choose one
of our thoughtful gifts!

lion and blue

CLOTHING GIFTS JEWELRY

A NEIGHBORHOOD SHOP
A WORLD OF TREASURES

216-529-2328

15106 DETROIT AVENUE
LAKEWOOD, OHIO

16106 Detroit Ave
216-228-1802
www.LocalGirlGallery.com

he Beck

Caenter for the Arts

Arts Education: A Gift for a Lifetime

Dance with a former Radio City Rockette.
Create a masterpiece from a lump of clay.
Develop confidence through improvisation.

Express joy through music.

Each week Beck Center for the Arts offers more
than 140 classes and lessons in dance, music,
theater, and visual arts for students of all ages.

Give a gift that doesn't sit at the bottom of the toy box or at the returns
counter. Register today for Winter/Spring 2010 semester.

Beck Center for the Arts - 17801 Detroit Avenue - Lakewood

Brighten Your Smile,
Build Your Confidence

Jeffrey W. Laubmeier, D.M.D.
General & Family Dentistry

m  QGentle & Patient Dentist ™  Great Customer Service
®m  Digital X-rays ®  Good with Children &
®  New Patients Welcome Fearful Patients

= Emergencies Welcome = Affordable Fees

m  Most Insurance Accepted = Senior Discounts

14583 Madison Ave. (just east of Warren Rd)
216-226-3084

www.jwldentistry.com
Hours: Mon-Thurs 8am-5pm ¢ Friday 7Zam-Noon

- NEW YEAR'’S EVE PARTY SUPPLIES
./ eNoise Makers Party Hats ¢ Confetti
f ¢ Table Covers ¢ Party Products
eChafers ® Sterno

¢ Serving Trays ¢ Pans ¢ Utensils

Roll Tickets ¢ Arm Band e Jello Shots
e Glasses ¢ Assorted Balloons
DELIVERY!

14526 Detroit Ave.

cross 'From Lakewood Hospital

1216-221-2500

NG |
“ '

oo =

' 20% Off i

0 |

NEW YEAR’S EVE KIT ~

With Coupon

Not Valid With Any Other Offers. I
Expires 12-20-09

l HE B B

S

oA
-7

CARE | COLOR | HIGHLIGHTS

NeW ecelve gﬂ@

any service
Valid thru 1.31.2010

16621 Madison Ave

]
? cuttin’ IDDE&on www.cuttinloose.com | 216 521 4247

Carahsl Boauty Salon & Store

Try it for yoursalf or giva e 2 gift cariificein
Maida in the US.A phyto orgenice halr producte
ALL-NUTRIENT omganic hair color arice

Bring In thim ad for %1.00 off the phyto orgenic.
A )& RETA .

il B N i i T o B Sl I P YA PN CBNNECOM

18308 Madiwon Aasnue +216-228-8818

Our Holiday Windows will surely delight.

As will our Toys & Treats
& Things priced just right.

So if you're out on business,
or maybe just shopping,

It will be hard to pass by and not think of stopping.

(THERE ARE SALES THROUGHOUT THE STORE,
AND MORE GOURMET THAN EVER BEFORE!)

PLANTATION/AZome

14401 DETROIT AVE « LAKEWOOD - 216-227-4663

Getto @w Geiger’s fmf everyone on your jﬁé&ﬂ—

Holitay Speciatt

SMART WOOL SOCKS #: KIDS & ADULT HELMETS #: SKI PANTS
BOYS & GIRLS JR. SKI PACKAGE # SKI & SNOWBOARD GOGGLES
SILK NECKWEAR # PENDLETON WHISPERWOOL SCARFS
HART SCHAFFNER & MARX ‘AMERICAN BLAZER’
VERA BRADLEY RETIRED STYLES & PATTERNS

Visit our website at shopgeigers.com to see all our specials!

ESTABLISHED 1932

GEIGER'S

WWW.SHOPGEIGERS.COM

14710 Detroit Avenue ® (216) 521-1771
19126 Old Detroit Road ® (440) 356-9665
Chagrin Shopping Plaza e (440) 247-4900

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Free Christmas Concert High-
lights Young Local Musicians

by Anne Palomaki

A Festive Christmas
is planned for December 20 at 4
p.m. in the Sanctuary at Lakewood
United Methodist Church, 15700
Detroit Avenue, in Lakewood. The
concert will feature accomplished
Lakewood High
including Jonathan Snyder, who will

concert

instrumentalists

Restaurant Catermg,andTake-out

Making life simple...
Catering from
Italian Creations

216-226-2282

16104 Hilliard Road ¢ Lakewood
www.ItalianCreation.com

Italian and Classical American Cuisine

NT i_{lj\ll

play both the oboe and the English
horn. Carter Strong, violist, Andy
Peng, 1st violin, Abby Wimbiscus,
2nd violin, and Aubrey Kennedy,
cello will play together in a string
quartet. The brass quintet is made
up of Bethany Zettler, trombone,
Ian Schultz and Jacob Short on the
trumpet, Jack Miller on the French
horn, and Colin Bauman on the
tuba. These students will play sev-
eral Christmas carols.

There will be an opportunity for
the audience to sing other favorite
Christmas carols. Megan Denman, a
graduate of Lakewood High and Bald-
win Wallace will play the recently
rebuilt Austin organ which has over
4000 pipes. Many of these students
are studying at the Cleveland Institute
of Music and plan to go on to various
conservatories of music.

All are welcome to this free concert
which is underwritten by the Miriam
Albright Senior Ministry Fund at the
church. It is a gift to the community to
showcase the talents of our Lakewood
students. We are encouraging families
with children to attend. Invite your
friends and neighbors for this beauti-
ful Christmas gathering.

Learp-to-Skate

Holiday camp

Tuesday, December 22nd

Wednesday, December 23rd
Join us for a fun time! Meet new friends! Be creative!

Schedule

9:45 am

10:00 - 10:45 am
11:00 - 12:00 noon
12:15-12:45 pm
1:00 - 2:00 pm
2:10 pm

Drop Off (sign in)
Off Ice Class

On Ice Class

Lunch (pizza & pop)
Holiday Craft

Pick Up (sign out)

For ages 7 and above. $35.00 for one day. $60.00 for BOTH days.
Register by Friday, December 18th by calling 529-4400
or stopping by in person at 14740 Lakewood Hts. Blvd.

Next Learn-to-Skate Camp will be offered Saturday, January 2nd.
Visit www.icelandusalakewood.com for skating times, programs, and events.

AROUND THE

Monday: 2 for 1 Black Angus Burgers "
18616 Detroit Avenue

216.521.4413 » www.atccafe.com

AH3INNNI
AdH3IINIHA
Ad3lv3

Lakewood Recreation
Aquatics Has A Lot To Offer

by Matt Demaline

The Lakewood High School
Pool is featuring a new schedule of
daytime programming, including
Adult Swims, to compliment the
existing schedule of Open Swims
and evening programming. The
Pool features convenient hours,
very affordable
monthly pass rates, and plenty of
close parking.

Get a head start on the New
Year! There are a wide range of
times available for swimmers — as
early as 6:00am some mornings!
Two popular sessions are the “early
bird” session (6:00am to 7:30am
on Mondays,
Fridays) and the afternoon swim
session (2:30pm-3:30pm) Monday
through Friday. Our newest session
this season is the morning adult
swim from 9:00am-11:00am dur-
ing the week. For those looking for
a place for children to swim, why
not try our Friday night (7:30pm-
9:30pm) or Sunday
(2:00pm-4:00pm) open swims? For
a complete pool schedule, please
visit:
com/PoolHours/ or call the pool at
529-4014.

admission and

Wednesdays, and

afternoon

www.lakewoodrecreation.

Admission to the LHS Pool is
very affordable: monthly passes,
which allow the visitor to attend
any adult or open swim session,
are only $25. Individual admission
to an adult swim session is $2.50,
while open swim admission for stu-
dents is $3.50 and $4.00 for adults.

To access the pool from the
south, visitors should travel north
on Robinwood Ave (from Madi-
son Ave) until the street deadends
at Lakewood High School. Ample
parking is located in the lot just to
the left of the building; the pool
entrance is located under the over-
hang. To access the pool from the
north, visitors should turn into the
front drive of Lakewood High School
and turn right into the driveway
which leads to the rear of the school.
This driveway will take you into the
pool parking lot; the pool entrance
is located under the overhang.

We hope to see you soon at the
pool!
Lakewood Recreation Department’s
Aquatic Manager for
tion on all aquatic programs; he
can be emailed at matt.demaline@

Please feel free to contact

informa-

lakewood.k12.0h.us, or reached at
216-529-4015.

Holcday Happy tHours

Join us for this Downtown Lakewood Business
Alliance “shop local” holiday event!

Each Saturday from December 5th to December
19th, participating merchants will have a
Holiday Happy Hour special for their guests.

Details for each day are listed below.
Visit downtownlakewood.org for a list of participating vendors.

Downtown Lakewood:
Big enough to serve you, small enough to know you.

Sature

throughout Downtown Lakewood.

e
® 0
$5.99 Daily Specials

Monday- Strip Steak
Tuesday - Pork Chop
Wednesday - Chicken Paprikash
Thursday - Spaghetti & Meatballs
Friday - Perch Sandwich

Saturday - 2 for 1 Steak $14.95

216-226-9772

WATERBURY COACHOUSE

December 19

3:00pm-6:00pm Guys’ Happy
Hours Men will be encouraged to come
purchase the items indicated on ladies’
wish lists. Free gift wrapping will be
provided by LakewoodAlive volunteers

[l

ghtp

Lakewood

B 20 Years of
Real Food & Real Deals

B Delicious
Home Cooking

13333 Madison Ave.

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Out & About
Best In Northern Ohio The Winchester Music Hall

by Mel Page operated by Jim and Rebecca Mileti.
The Winchester Tavern &MusicHall ~ While Jim oversees all the magic of
in Lakewood has been voted the Number ~ running a good music venue keep-
One and BEST Live Music Venue in the  ing the artists and customers happy,
Cleveland area by the 67,440 votersinthe =~ Rebecca tends the tavern with good
FOX 8 Television Hot List. The resultsof =~ hometown-feel hospitality and a smile.
the 2009 voting were released a few weeks Jim opened the business in 2002
ago and The Winchester came out on  and has committed to bringing quality
top over the 2008 winner, The House of =~ music to an established music fan base.
Blues finishing second! There were thirty =~ How lucky Lakewood is that he decided
seven venues to vote for in the Live Music ~ to do that here in his hometown.
Venue category. The special mystery show that
The Winchester celebrated its night turned out to be Neil Zaza who
7th anniversary last Wednesday night =~ was in town to play at the Playhouse
with a special FREE “Holiday Mystery =~ Square on Friday night with tickets
Show” to show thanks to all the music ~ starting at $35. He was playing a holi-
fans that voted it number one. I didn’t  day show with all the favorite classic
miss this chance to see and learn for holiday songs with a rock twist seam- - e p——
myself just how incredible this music ~ ing them effortlessly in with some of S —
venue is. And despite the blistering  the greatest classic rock songs ever. It
cold wind how could I not make it  was incredible and the comfort of the

)
i . . Holiday Thursdays
when it’s just down the road from me  hall tops it off as now my favorite place
in the Lakewood’s Birdtown area. to see a show in Northeast Ohio. On M a di 5 On gﬂv g
®

From the outside of the 1920s Whereas, this special showing .
building, The Winchester, looks like it~ was free, shows at the Winchester are ThurSdayS in December 5 - 8 P11,
would be just a small tavern adjacent to always a bang for the buck. He has
the street. And thereisthetavernroom  local artists, such as Robert Lockwood
up front, but as I walk further to check Jr., but also his line-up of regional and
out where the band would be playing I =~ national musicians is expansive. Tick-
discover an amazing music hall space. ets typically range from $5 to $35. You
Originally built as a bowling facility,all ~ can find most all types of music here
of that space now serves nicely for the ~ except “the screaming in the mic” type
large raised stage and tons of space for ~ as Jim states.
tables and chairs. To give you a taste of the diversity

The Winchester is owned and  of music some shows coming up are:

photos by Buzz

Over 70 Madison Ave. shops, studios, and restaurants will be open from
5 - 8 p.m. on December Thursdays. Come explore all the uniqueness
and specialties that can be found right here in your neighborhood.

Sampling of Special Promotions

Steel Valley Credit Union - 12223 Madison - Each accompanied child enters
raffle for $25 savings bond and receives free gift. Hot Cocoa,
cookies, and special appearance from Santa.
Silhouette Dance Fine Arts Studio - Free class and receive a Gift Certificate for $10.00
toward tuition or merchandise. WEST Studio - 12501 Madison - Ages 4-6 at
4:00 pm; Age 7-10 at 6:00.
- EAST Main Ballroom Studio - 15641 Madison - 8:00 pm DANCE-Fit
with Miss Diane for adults.
Omega Cuts - 11833 Franklin - 50% off vintage & antique jewelry, accessories
& free hair consultation.
Tess’ Tender Touch - 14309 Madison -
i Free hot cocoa & 10% off $25 purchase or more.
Friday, December 18 — Ugly Radio Rebellion & Tke Willis
Frank Zappa Tribute with longtime Zappa band member; !
-
=
—

Metropolitan Home Staging & Design - 15226 Madison - Gift wrapping available.
Make your own bookmark. 20% special off design services.

Wobblefoot Gallery - 1662 Mars - $20 of $100 or more purchase.

Goddess Blessed - 15729 Madison - Gift basket raffle prize.

Lakewood Hardware - 16608 Madison - door prize giveway for gift certificates.

Cuttin’ Loose - 16621 Madison - Walk-in haircuts $10 off with free gift.

bela dubby Cafe’ - 13321 Madison - Free cookie with any coffee drink or a
free basket of popcorn with any beer. Movie night “Gremlins”.

All-American Sports Collectibles - 13737 Madison - FREE pack of 2009/10 NBA
basketball cards with $10.00 basketball purchase! FREE LeBron
James card with $15.00 Basketball purchase! FREE pack of
YUGIOH cards with $20.00 purchase of any YUGIOH items!

Marrell Musical Instrument Repair - 13733 Madison - Guitar Packages includes
4 Lessons! Amp, Strap, Pick, Book, and Bag included. Electric-$199;
Acoustic-$149; Bass-$179. Enter to win a $25 gift certificate!

West Side Skate Shop - 14047 Madison - All shoes $60 or over are $5 off.

All jeans $5 off. Free $10 Gift Certificate with $200 or more purchase.
Big Shoe Sale - up to 50% off. Open till 9 pm!

Carabel Beauty Salon & Store - 15309 Madison - free manicure gift certificate
with the purchase of a nail polish, great stocking stuffer!

Mars Bar - 15314 Madison - $5.00 gyros.

Delta Computers - 15400 Madison - 15% off computer service.

Carol Lynns Salon Plus - 15410 Madison - When you come in on Thursday
6 pm - 8 pm we will be giving all customers a $10.00 off gift card,
and a weekly raffle to win a free haircut or manicure.

Presented by
Madison dvenug Merchant dssociation

Saturday, December 19 — Joshua Jesty & Band — Alternative, Indie-Folk.
Voted Scene Best Solo Music Artist;

Saturday, December 26 — Hal Walker — Multi-instrumentalist, one-man-band;

New Year’s Eve, Thursday, December 31 - Into The Blue
(Play Greatful Dead) & Carl Carlton (Soul, Funk Vocalist);

Saturday, January 2 — Monsters of Bass — Doug Johns Duo & Walter Barnes.

Saturday, January 9 — Uzizi — Five piece alternative rock band with
12-member choir influenced by 19th century music.

You can vist www.thewinchester.net or call 216-226-5681 for more
details and schedules. It is located at 12112 Madison Ave.

A A

- Sandwiches - Salad -
17615,Detroit Rd.

i

Beautiful View of the Lake
VERY REASONABLE PRICES

. . Catering Available. Private Parties. \_le\,asrary \ Small . Mediun,,‘ Large " Party Tray
Weekend Dinner Specials Call For Dotalls! AnnIVE Pan  $600  $750  $9.75  $10.75
ain 5 5 5 5
Friday & Saturday Bring in this coupon for 1ltem $6.50 $8.25 $10.75  $12.25
- Prime Rib - Lake Erie Perch 10% OFF for Two People 2ltems  $7.00 $9.00 $11.75  $13.75

- Filet Mignon - Crusted Tilapia DINE IN ONLY. EXPIRES 01/15/10.

11850 Edgewater Drive, Lakewood 216-228-5253
www.lakehousecafe.food.officelive.com

3 Items $7.50 $9.75 $12.75
4 ltems $8.00 $10.50 $13.75
Deluxe $8.50 $11.25 $14.75
Extra Items $0.50 $0.75 $1.00
Extra Cheese $0.75 $1.25 $1.75

$15.25

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Lakewood Storefronts

Madison Businesses Pull Resources Together

by Robby Zettler

With over 250 businesses stretching
three miles long Madison Avenue Mer-
chants Association (MAMA) has been
steadily growing and gaining ground
in its mission to improve connections
between Madison businesses with its sur-
rounding community. More and more
Madison businesses are coming together
to meet, share ideas, and identify how
improvements can be made for Madison.
With the wide range of diversity among
these businesses brings opportunity to
share expertise with one another to help
manage all the many aspects of running
a successful small business.

A new MAMA program demonstrat-
ing this sharing of resources and expertise
is the “Madison Project.” Its goal is to assist
proprietors with window design and make-
overs emphasizing the importance of curb
appeal. Made up mostly of storefronts with
generous windows, we could easily iden-
tify that many Madison businesses under
utilize this important asset to help attract
customers. Some struggle considerably,
while some could just use a few touches
to make a bigger impact. Any Real Estate
Stager can tell you that one of the first rules
of thumb is to grab them at the door! Did
you know that buyers make a decision
about a home within the first 30 seconds of
seeing a house? That rule applies equally to
business storefronts. Curb appeal is “word-
of-mouth” advertising.

How does the project work? One
Madison Ave. business per month
interested in improving the “look” of
their storefront is chosen. There is no
charge for these services, although the
storeowner must be willing to make a
nominal investment in décor change.

The storeowner and myself discuss nec-
essary changes and what the proprietor
can afford to do. I make suggestions for
color, design and subtle advertising.

I’'m big on eliminating clutter. Many
storeowners make the mistake of too
much stuff in their window. For exam-
ple, if you are a salon, you don’t need
to state the obvious such as “Perms and
Haircuts.” That goes without saying.
However, if you do offer a unique service,
it should certainly be out there.

Last month’s project was Cuttin’
Loose Style Salon located just west of Har-
ding Middle school at 16621 Madison Ave.
Salon owner and stylist, Christine Palmer
was a willing participant interested in a
new modern look. We started by choos-
ing a color scheme. Blue and white were
chosen to coordinate with her product
line colors. This also gave the inside a “spa
feel” by using stones in bowls to display
product rather than country style bas-
kets. We removed the shelving unit in the
window that displayed her product line
and replaced it with the seating arrange-
ment for waiting clients. We replaced the
outdated vertical blinds with multiple
sheers tied at their center with decorative
blue beads and wire. Between each sheer
isa clear glass vessel filled with blue stones
and a white candle, creating a straight line
of clean symmetry in the window.

The salon name, Cuttin’Loose, at
the top of the building in black block let-
tering was removed and replaced with
a simple text in lower case white vinyl
lettering along with phone number and
website located right on the window. It is
accompanied by abeautiful white graphic
silhouette of a women’s hair blowing in
the wind. The ocean blue door and white

graphics were chosen to coordinate with
the interior colors. There are still a few
minor details to be added. Such as white
vinyl “WELCOME?” lettering and street
numbers on the blue door.

Good work, Christine! Although
you and your staffs’ skills as talented styl-
ists haven’t changed, your new storefront
shows off your ability to be up-to-date on
style and fashion. And being in an image
industry as most of us are on Madison,
that’s important! A book may not be

judged by its cover, but unfortunately,
not as many will read it.

On a broader level, The Madison
Project consists of a monthly newsletter
with tips for improving storefronts, curb
appeal and Madison Avenue’s overall
appeal.

Robby Zettler is the owner of Met-
ropolitan Home Design ¢ Real Estate
Staging located at 15226 Madison Ave.
Included in her many design services is
Storefront Makeovers.

“=— Before the makeover the
storefront tended to blend
right into its surroundings
tissing a great opportunity
to get noticed.

Below: Small changes and
additions made a huge
impact for increasing curb
appeal for Cuttin’ Loose
Salon on Madison.

Virginia Marti Knows Window Appeal

by Mel Page

This holiday window display was
designed and staged by Virginia Marti
Fashion Merchandising students as part
of their curriculum. Besides beautify-
ing the college, various Virginia Marti
students have assisted many Lakewood
businesses as part of their curriculum
and through internships. And many
former students, such as the author of
the above story, call Lakewood home
and continue to contribute!

Last spring students gave

Lakewood Hardware and the neigh-
boring empty building storefront a
new look. Lakewood is fortunate to
have Virginia Marti College of Art and
Design (VMCAD) in our community
using their talents to benefit Lakewood.

Come down and check it out your-
self for some holiday spiritt VMCAD
offers many areas of education in Mer-
chandising, Graphic Design, Digital
Media, and Interior Decorating. They
are located at 11724 Detroit Ave. and you
can find more info at www.VMCAD.edu.

MY FlbeltEE 1S MAD BT ME.

WELL, HER BRTHDAY
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CHESTMAS TREE .

WHEN SHE bheven FoR HER
PRESENMT, V ShD JusT Pllk
OHE OUT FEoM UNDEE THE
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FEELINEDT

| THINKE
THAT WS
PLET OF\T.
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Lakewood Cares

Certified Medication Aides In Long Term Care Facilities

by Tammy Sibert

The medication aide program
is an exciting opportunity for State
Tested Nursing Assistants (STNAs)
to advance their education and climb
the health career ladder. Since the
pilot program began in May of 2006,
STNAs have expressed a growing
interest in the medication aide posi-
tion. STNAs who are on the waiting
list for nursing school have found
this program to be very beneficial to
their education.

After the pilot program ended
on March 26, 2009, any long-term
care facility or assisted living facil-
ity in the state of Ohio was able to
employ certified medication aides,
a group of employees who are mak-
ing a huge impact on the nursing care
of our residents. They are also hav-
ing a positive impact on the nurses
as well. At Lakewood Senior Health
Campus, the nursing staff finds the
medication aides to be a wonderful
asset to the health care team. Nurses
have long valued the team work that
passes between the STNA and the
charge nurse in long term care. With
the addition of the certified medi-
cation aides, the team 1is further
enhanced and functions very well.
Medication aides are an integral part
of the health care team and have been
employed by facilities in other parts
of the country for many years.

One of the purposes of the pro-
gram is to reduce reliance on agency
nurses; this obviously is realized
in financial savings for the facil-
ity. Generally, the quality of care
is also improved since regular staff
members are more familiar with
the residents and their needs and
preferences. In addition, utilizing
medication aides frees the nurses to
spend more time with the residents,
thus further improving the quality
of care within the facility. The staff
retention rate is increased; some of
the medication aides have continued
climbing the health career ladder by
graduating from nursing school and
joining the ranks of the professional
nursing staff.

In order to become a certified
medication aide, the applicant must
meet certain criteria as established
in the Ohio Laws and Rules Chapter
4723-27 ORC, which can be found
on the Ohio Board of Nursing web-
site. Before the STNA can enroll in
the medication aide program, he/she
must be a minimum of 18 years old,
have either a high school diploma or
GED, and be listed on the STNA Reg-
istry in good standing. An employee
of an assisted living facility must have
at least one year of direct care experi-
ence in a residential care facility. The
prospective student must also pass a
Test of Adult Basic Education (TABE).
This test focuses on the individual’s
English and language comprehension
skills, as well as math skills.

Training programs are required
to provide a minimum curriculum of
120 hours which includes 80 hours of
lecture/lab and 40 hours of clinical
experience administering medica-
tionstoresidents. At Lakewood Senior
Health Campus, the total classroom
hours are greater than the minimum
required, allowing more time to
cover information such as: Medical
Terminology, Dosage Preparation,
Reference Sources, Proper Storage &
Disposal of Drugs, Routes of Medi-
cation Administration, Six Rights of
Medication Administration, Circum-
stances for Reporting to the Charge
Nurse, Anatomy & Physiology of
the Body Systems ( related to medi-
cation usage), Basic Pharmacology,
Role and Function of the Medication
Aide, Proper Positioning of the Resi-
dent for Medication Administration,
Obtaining Apical Pulse and Blood
Pressure Measurements.

In order to successfully pass the
program, the student must demon-
strate competency in the practice lab
and in the clinical setting. Before the
student can participate in the clinical
setting, he/she must have successfully
completed the lecture and lab com-
ponents. The student then applies
to take the State Certification Test
which is administered by D&S Diver-
sified Technologies, an independent

LCAC Food Drive

continued from Page 9

paper potato bag walked past outdoor
stations for each of the items.

By 10:30 AM, all 300 bags had
been filled and volunteers joined
together in the final leg of the journey
by lining their cars up for loading so
that the food could be delivered right
to the door of the various homes and
apartments where our families lived.
Many volunteers including students
from H2O, St. Ed’s and Rocky River
Girls Soccer delivered the bags right to
the doorstep of the families.

All in all it was the work of over
200 community volunteers and spon-
sors who came together to form a
“human chain of support® to help sort,

pack, bag and deliver the food right to
the door of Lakewood families . There
is always need for additional help and
donations.  “Corporate  donations
make LCAC’s limited dollars go fur-
ther to feed more people,” explained
LCAC board member Ellen Todia. “For
example, this year Breadsmith’s dona-
tion saved us from having to purchase
loaves of bread at a dollar a piece--a
saving of $600 that we can devote to
feeding more families.”

Another 300 food baskets (for dif-
ferent recipients) will be assembled the
weekend of Friday, December 18 and the
morning of Saturday, December 19. For
more information on how to volunteer,
please visit our website at www.LCAC.info.

testing organization. In order to
pass the state test, the student must
achieve 80% on the written portion
of the test and perform the skills
test without error. Lastly, the stu-
dent must then submit an application
for certification to the Ohio Board
of Nursing. Each medication aide is
required to obtain continuing educa-
tion credits as well.

The medication aide is permit-
ted to administer oral, topical, nasal
spray or drops/ointment to eyes, ears,
or nose, rectal and vaginal medica-
tions, and inhalants. The medication
aide is not permitted to give the
initial dose of a newly-ordered medi-
cation, or any schedule II drugs. He
or she cannot give any injections,

oxygen, or medications via a gastric
feeding tube, or nasal-gastric tube,
or administer IV meds, or medica-
tions that require a dose calculation.
The medication aide is not allowed
to receive any orders from physicians
or other prescribing personnel. He or
she works under the delegation of the
nurse and does not make decisions to
give “as needed” medications to the
resident without first consulting with
the charge nurse. They are a team
working in harmony for the benefit
of the residents.

More information on Medica-
tion Aides may be obtained by going
to the Board of Nursing website:
http://www.nursing.ohio.gov/medi-
cationAides.htm

Ministerial Musings

By request...

by Rev. John Tamilio IIT

Every once in a while a reader will
ask me a question. This one comes
from a friend in Boston. She asked,
“If a person is brain dead, where does
his/her soul reside?”

That’s a good question. I'll take
a stab at it.

Medical science used to define
the time of death as the moment the
heart stops beating. According to the
popular online encyclopedia Wikipe-
dia, brain death “is a legal definition
of death that refers to the irreversible
This has
been the clinical definition since 1981
with the publication of the Uniform
Determination of Death Act (UDDA).
Section One of the act clearly states,
death is determined when “An indi-
either (1)
irreversible cessation of circulatory
and respiratory functions, or (2) irre-
versible cessation of all functions of
the entire brain, including the brain
stem....”

end of all brain activity.”

vidual...has sustained

The American Medical Associa-
tion (AMA) and the American Bar
Association (ABA) — who worked
with the National Conference of
Commissioners on Uniform State
Laws and the President’s Commission
on Medical Ethics to draft the UDDA
— both adhere to this definition.

But I am sure that my friend,
who works in the medical profession,
knows this better than I do. Her ques-
tion is a theological one. She wants to
know where is the soul in a brain dead
person?

The most honest answer I can
give is “I do not know.” Only God
knows. However, if I had to guess, I
would say that it is in a state of pro-
cess. Death itself is a process — it is
a process through which we let go of
this life and embrace the life that is
to come. Some call it simply the end
of the beginning. The soul, there-
fore, would be on a cusp, so to speak,
between here and there. But maybe
that happens when we are completely

dead as well.

Jesus said that the Kingdom of
God is “at hand.” That does not mean
that it is right around the corner,

about to reveal itself. It means that it
is here, among us. The Kingdom of
God is here — as well as there. It is
the now and the not yet.

So, when we are in the process of
dying — which I assume is the case
if we are brain dead and the rest of
our body is still pumping — then we
are here as well as there. And then,
when we fully pass into the Kingdom
of God, are we not still partially here?
That is where the realm of God is,
after all, is it not?

The soul is eternal. It is the part
of us that never dies. It lives here and
it lives after our bodies stop living. So
maybe the real question is where does
the soul reside? That, to me, is not as
important as the fact that it contin-
ues to bask in the presence of God,
whether the body is quick or dead.

The shell that holds us cannot
contain us. Living or dead, our souls
are truly alive if they are living in God.

John Tamilio III, the religion col-
umnist of The Lakewood Observer, is
the Senior Pastor of Pilgrim Congrega-
tional United Church of Christ in the
Tremont neighborhood. A musician,
John lives with his wife and their three
children in Lakewood, Ohio.
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Lakewood Authors

Lakewood Author Tells The Inside Stories

by DL Meckes

Lakewood author John Tidyman
hesitates when asked to describe his
new book, “Gimme Rewrite, Sweet-
heart: Tales from the Last Glory Days
of Cleveland Newspapers (Gray & Co.,
Publishers, 254 pp., $24.95).”

“The book is many things,” he
said. “Maybe first it’s an informal, oral
history of Cleveland newspapering in
the ‘50s, 60s, and ‘70s. It’s both eulogy
and celebration. Also, Gimme Rewrite
is a collection of first-person stories
from the people who reported, photo-
graphed, and edited at the Cleveland
Press and the Plain Dealer.”

And what stories these men and
women tell!

A chimpanzee answering the
City Desk phone at the Press and then
typing. A Plain Dealer chief police
reporter promising to beat the tar out
of a Cleveland police detective who
had threatened one of his reporters.
Big Jaw Jackson and Johnny Pot, two
fictional characters brought to life by a
bored but creative Plain Dealer police
reporter. A Press columnist fired for
drinking whose next job was selling
toilet seat covers in the basement of
May’s Department Store. A Plain Dealer
sportswriter landing the first punch on
Sudden Sam McDowell’s jaw.

Plus the big stories about crime
and politics: Dennis Kucinich, race
riots, school busing, hostage-taking,
murder by bomb, the Kent State shoot-
ings, the Sheppard murder, and finally,
the death of The Cleveland Press.

Tidyman said, “Some of the other
stories might seem minor, but they
reflect the times as well as the way
reporters saw themselves in the com-

Photo of Robert E. Tidyman on the cover of the book is by his son Paul Tidyman

munity.” Those stories include lost dogs,
the death of a bum made famous with
his sympathetic obituary, Ted Williams
giving a batting lesson to a young sports-
writer, and Zsa Zsa Gabor sashaying
through the Press city room, stopping at
reporters’ desk to charm them with her
smile and Hungarian accent.

The author pointed out Lakewood
was a great supplier of talent: Press avia-
tion writer Charles Tracy, Plain Dealer
chief police reporter Bob Tidyman (the
author’s father, who is featured on the

cover,) Press sports photographer Paul
Tepley, Press society writer Marge Alge,
Press columnist Dick Feagler, Plain
Dealer city editor Mike Roberts, Press
Action Line columnist Jim Ryan, Plain
Dealer copy editor and reporter Bob Dan-
iels, Plain Dealer photographer Diana
McNess, Plain Dealer columnist George
Condon, Plain Dealer sportswriter Dan
Coughlin, Plain Dealer religion editor
Darrell Holland and Cleveland Press reli-
gion editor George Plagenz.

Tidyman said he wrote the book

Book Helps Small Business Owners Succeed

by Judy Cerne

This economy is taking a toll on
small business owners across the coun-
try. Yet amazingly, the number of new
business start-ups and franchise owner-
ship remains strong. With limited job
options and an unprecedented string of
downsizings and layoffs, displaced work-
ers are choosing self-employment in an
effort to take charge of their career. With
nowhere else to turn, small business
owners and aspiring entrepreneurs sim-
ply cannot afford to fail.

In a new book by certified pro-
leadership
development coach Diane Helbig, small
business owners learn how to effectively
sell their product or service to ensure

fessional business and

they will succeed in any economy. In her
book, Lemonade Stand Simple: Acceler-
ate Your Small Business Growth, Helbig
teaches small business owners, franchi-
sees or anyone considering starting up
a business how to avoid the pitfalls so
many business owners make.

“People pour their heart, soul and
life savings into their business. Then they
struggle, or fail, because they simply do
not understand the sales process. They
don’t sell effectively, and therefore don’t

succeed. It’s really hard to watch and com-
pletely unnecessary,” says Helbig, whose
career experience includes successfully
educating and guiding individuals and
teams to excel by applying one’s strengths
to create a personal sales style.

Fear is the worst enemy as a busi-
ness owner. Fear plays with your head, it
chips away at your confidence and para-
lyzes you with self-doubt, states Anita
Campbell in the Foreword to Lemonade
Stand Simple.

“To be successful, you have to over-
come fear and all the baggage it saddles
you with. This is the kind of book I wish
I’'d had early on when I started my busi-
ness. Because it’s really about overcoming
fear,” said Campbell, editor of Small
Business Trends, an award-winning
online publication for small business
owners, entrepreneurs and the people
who interact with them.

A good number of small business
owners have a misconception about what
sales is and are mystified by the varied
aspects of sales—networking, marketing
and what you do in front of a client. They
either have it wrong or are terrified of the
whole idea of selling or marketing their
product or service. Sales isn’t hard or

scary, and you don’t have to do it some-
body else’s way, Helbig says.

Think back to your own lemon-
ade stand days and the simple pleasure
of selling refreshing drinks to family,
friends and neighbors. You were certain
of your product and you knew your cli-
ent base, Helbig reminds us. You didn’t
get bogged down in the process, and you
weren’t afraid to be yourself. You knew
what you were selling and who you
wanted to do business with.

“The message in the book is that
simple,” Helbig explains. “Lemon-
ade Stand Simple provides the clarity
that business owners need to be more
successful without trying so hard. It
breaks down common scenarios, step
by step, into techniques just about
anyone can employ.”

Stand Simple
resonates with business and sales pro-
fessionals as well, who praise Helbig
for her

Lemonade

straightforward, back-to-
basics method to selling.

“Diane provides the reader with a
no nonsense approach to the sales pro-
cess that is based in common sense. This
book is essential for every small busi-
ness owner who has to sell and provides

because the newspaper era was almost
gone in Greater Cleveland, yet many
of its veterans remained. “Had to get
them while I could,” he said. Between
the first and last interviews (there are
almost 50), three contributors died.

Tidyman lives in Lakewood and
said two classes at Lakewood High
(Class of ’67) were important in choos-
ing a writing career. “J. Clark West was
the journalism teacher and Robert Felty
was the typing teacher; Mr. West showed
me what went into a story and Mr. Felty
showed me how to type it,” he said.
“Good thing they were there. I had to
take algebra twice and barely passed, so
atechnical career wasn’t on my wish list.”

After serving in a combat unit in
Viet Nam, he joined the Press as a police
reporter. His work has been honored
many times by Sigma Delta Chi, the
journalism fraternity, the Press Club of
Cleveland and Akron Press Club. He is
the author of seven books, four of them
for Gray & Co. They include Cleveland
Cops: The Real Stories They Tell Each
Other, The Cleveland Golfers Bible,
and Fifty Great Golf Getaways.

He is also the producer and host
for “When Johnny Comes Marching
Home Again,” a show for U.S. military
veterans broadcast Sunday morn-
ings on WCNX 98.5, and the web site,
which podcasts the shows, is cleveland-
warveterans.com.

Gimme Rewrite, Sweetheart (256
pp, hardcover, $24.95 is available at
Northeast Ohio bookstores,
from Amazon.com, and from the pub-
lisher’s Web site. For more information,
call Gray & Company, Publishers at 1-
800-915-3609, or visit their Web site:
grayco.com.

online

a workable sales plan that gets results
simply by reading these pages,” said
nationally-read author Hal Becker, one
of the top sales speakers and consultants
in the country.

The book works because Helbig
understands those salespeople and small
business owners who think they need to
fit their sales strategy into a methodol-
ogy that is not authentic. She’s here to
remind us that we’ve all known how to
sell since we were about five years old. It’s
simple—lemonade stand simple.

Lemonade Stand Simple is pub-
lished by Sales Gravy Press and
available Amazon.com,
BarnesandNoble.com,  Borders.com
and SalesGravyPress.com.

About the Author

Diane Helbig is the founder of
Seize This Day Coaching, a profes-
sional development coaching firm that
helps businesses and organizations
operate more constructively and prof-
itably. She is widely published in the
online sales community, with an arti-
cle featured in Chicken Soup for the
Soul: Power Moms: 101 Stories Cel-
ebrating the Power of Choice for Stay
at Home and Work from Home Moms.

online at
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Pulse Of The City

A Half-Century Ago... Christmas In Lakewood-1959

A story only partly fictionalized....

Growing up in wintertime 1950’
Lakewood, the first thing that comes
to my mind was the snow...and lots of
it, too.

My black, gum-rubber, over-the-
ankle boots crunched silently through
the early evening snowfall that threat-
ened to double its depth in record time.
The little black metal hookover-fasten-
ers on those boots were thoroughly
encrusted with an icy film as soon as
our little family of three walked out
of Geiger’s. Dad had just picked up a
new suit with which he could direct at
the Harding winter concert, just a few
days ahead. We then entered Carson’s
Dress Shop, where Mom picked out a
beautiful gold trimmed white dress
with white gloves accentuated with
a gorgeous golden waist-jacket. That
ensemble would be perfect for upcom-
ing holiday parties and would show off
Mom’s equally golden hair.

It was the day after Thanksgiving,
1959, and it was the beginning of the
Christmas shopping season.

The ice-laden
downtown Lakewood store windows
glowed with creative decorations and
merchandise displays, and warm envel-
oping steam rose from the rusting curb
grates along Detroit Avenue. Blue and
white CTS buses mixed with yellow

frosty-framed

Checker taxi cabs and the usual rain-
bow-pastel hues of those huge-finned
American cars jostling for parking
spaces in the deepening snowfall. Here
and there, the ubiquitous yellow “Fall-
out Shelter” signs were clearly visible.
(Just in case the Soviet Union should
attack us in the dead of night.) In other
suburbs around us and in downtown
Cleveland, Nike anti-aircraft missile
batteries and their crews were sta-
tioned in order to protect us from the
Soviet Air Force.

It had been quite a year too. In Jan-
uary, Fidel Castro rolled into Havana
and took over Cuba. Alaska and Hawaii

By Gary Rice

Young Gary in the Rosewood home, with a model bomber. Photo by Robert Rice

had both just been admitted as the 49th
and 50th states. “Bozo the Clown,”
“Rawhide,” “Maverick,” “The Twi-
light Zone,” “Dennis the Menace,” and
“Captain Kangaroo” were all on our
black-and-white TV screens. “Rocky
and His Friends” had just aired for the
first time, only a few weeks before (fea-
turing Bullwinkle the moose), as had
the western show, “Bonanza.” Locally,
we watched Dorothy Fuldheim, Tom
Haley, Doug Adair, Hugh Danaceau
and Howard Hoffman on TV-8’s news
and informational shows. The “Sound
of Music” had just opened on Broad-
way, and Richard Nixon and Jack
Benny had also just played a piano and
violin duet together on TV. NASA had
just announced plans for the first 110
people to go up into space, and the U.S.
test-fired the first Titan intercontinen-
tal missile.

Soon though, we trudged across
the bustling street to Bailey’s Depart-
ment Store, where I found an excellent
model bomber airplane for my week-
end project. (I liked the American
plane models because they often came
in silver, so you didn’t have to paint

them.) It seemed like everyone in
Lakewood was at Bailey’s that day, or
if not at Bailey’s, then just up Warren
at Bearden’s for some hot chocolate
topped with whipped cream, as well
as perhaps a juicy cheeseburger with a
generous helping of fries... or perhaps,
those great onion rings!

It’s not long before we find our
car, a 1955 black Ford sedan, with tire
chains on the back for better trac-
tion on Lakewood’s ancient red-brick
streets. Before long, we are back home
on Rosewood Avenue, the parents eager
to relax and unwind, and me eager to
set up the card table in my bedroom,
unroll the oilcloth, and start to work
on my airplane model.

It seems that every Christmas
was special at our home. There were
always dear relatives around. There
was an endless flow of golden sugar
cookies, decorated with scarlet and
green-tinged sprinkles, as well as those
soft, chewy peanut-butter cookies with
the chocolate drop in the middle. There
was always the sublime question as to
whether to eat the cookie first, and the
chocolate drop last, or vice-versa.

Our church too was always beauti-
fully decorated and filled to overflowing
on Christmas Eve. Dad would direct the
children’s choir, and I would anxiously
await the end of the service, because
that’s when we opened our gifts back
home, or most of them, anyway. There
was always a special gift for me on
Christmas morning though, under the
tree--a special gift from Santa. Christ-
mas Day, however, was so busy either
visiting others or having others come
to our home that we liked most of our
family gift openings to be done in the
quiet time of Christmas Eve.

That particular Christmas morn-
ing, there was a brand-new shiny red
and white bike for me, with twin head-
lights and a horn too! Unfortunately,
with the deepening snowfall accumu-
lation, that bike’s first ride would have
to wait for awhile.

After a great black-tie Christmas
dinner with the grandparents, I met
my friends outside and we waxed up
the runners on our flyer sleds, as well
as the undersides of those red metal
“flying saucer” dish-sleds. We then
made our way to the Metroparks hills,
or perhaps one of our parents drove us
over to the sledding hill at Memphis
and Tiedeman. FEither way, fun was
indeed had by all. Afterwards, our lit-
tle red noses and reddened hands were
soon warmed, along with our gloves
and mittens, in front of crackling fire-
places, or near those clanking steam
radiators.

Soon it would be time to return to
school and celebrate a new year, and a
new decade. The fifties were coming to a
close, and the sixties were about to begin.
As this young former Pennsylvania boy
looked with anxiety out his frosted
bedroom window up into the skies for
a possible sighting of Santa’s sleigh (or
maybe Soviet bombers, or maybe even a
flying saucer!), he wondered...

..what would the future really be
like... for him, and for his world?

School Board Gets Down To Basics About Closing A School

continued from Page 8

decision to make no recommenda-
tion. He assured the audience, their
decision would be the result of full
consideration of much information
provided by the Committee, and
additional research.

He explained that school prop-
erty is zoned for educational or
recreational use. If school property
was put up for sale, he suggested a
strong likelihood of the buyer being a
Community School (charter school)
saying, “Community schools like
White Hat will come in a minute and
take any school we have.”

He promised all in attendance
that politics would not rule this
decision. He said, “It is a myth that
Lincoln School controls the power
in Lakewood. It is not true when it

comes down to votes.” He reported
that statistically Grant and Lin-
coln parents vote in equal numbers,
stressing this should just be about
the kids, and what is best for kids
in the entire city. “A kid is a kid,” he
concluded.

In a new development, the Board
has begun talking about “alternative
funding” to complete the renovation
plan, leading one to think the State
funding might be in jeopardy. This
begsthe question of whether Lakewood
City Schools might consider opting
out of the State’s requirements and
focus instead on making decisions in
Lakewood and for Lakewood.

Residents brought up the issue
of keeping seven schools, question-
ing whether a conclusive amount
of research had been done to close
another school. Interestingly, only
Grant and Lincoln have Excellent rat-

ings from the State of Ohio. Many
would consider a District crazy to
close an Excellent school, especially
Grant, where one in ten students
speaks English as as a second lan-
guage. In this case, despite being in
old, unrenovated buildings, teaching
and learning flourish.

As Jan Soeder, Assistant Super-
intendent of Elementary Education
explained, maintaining school com-
munities is important to the Distict.
With six schools we have very little
wiggle room: if enrollment goes up,
we either keep our neighborhoods
together and have very large class
sizes- or we have children traveling
far beyond a walkable distance.

Perhaps a bond issue could raise
enough money to finish the High
School and make necessary repairs
on our existing seven elementary
schools; the amount needed for this

could be less than that needed to
match State funds (which may now
be in question) for full renovations.
The full renovation/demolition and
cost of transition both in terms of
money and disruption of students/
families and teachers could wait
until the economy recovers. Perhaps
at that point, we can better determine
whether- given Lakewood’s enroll-
ment numbers were up by a hundred
students this Fall, and some of our
class sizes are as high as 30 students
per class right now- we actually need
to close another school.

The attendees were pleased the
Board took the time to host a com-
munity input session, and appreciated
that their voices were heard.

Meetings are videotaped and air
on Cox Cable, Channel 74. A sched-
ule is available on the Lakewood City
School’s website.
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Home For The Holidays

Gift Becomes Priceless Family Treasure

For Future Generations

by Bonnie Greenberg

You might have read a recent arti-
cle from the LO Nov. 4th issue titled,
“5 Couples Celebrate 266 Years of Mar-
riage”. The second-longest married
couple, Betty and Don Wilson, received
two special gifts from their daughter,
Mary, on their 64th wedding anniver-
saryin September. One was a DVD with
pictures of the highlights of the couples
lives together (including them as teen-
agers, wedding pictures and pictures
of Don in his Air Force uniform) set to
music from their era. The other anni-
versary gift was a beautiful, hard-cover,
bound 8 X 10 inch book with more pic-
tures of the couple and their family thru
the years. Both precious gifts took on
new meanings to Don and his children
when Betty passed away last week. Now
Don (who resides at Crestmont North
Nursing Facility) is able to view the
DVD of him and his beloved wife and
children on a big screen TV, and he can
look thru his hardcover “Love Story”
and reminisce about the love of his life
as he treasures the memories of their
“Happily Ever After” at any hour of the
day or night.

As an Activity Director in long-
term healthcare I would suggest that
families put their parents or grandpar-
ents “Life Story” (in photos they already

INTRODUCING,
PHONE TECHNOLOGY BUILT TO
MAKE YOUR JOB MANAGING IT EASIER

iriles g2 BWroU can m"r.mgge

biehi n?l your back

You're already expected to do superhuman tasks. Now you can
have a voice communications system that makes it easy and
does the work for you. There’s no equipment to maintain and
you can manage all the advanced features with just a few clicks.

have) onto a DVD to be preserved for-
This gift to your elderly loved
ones (especially those with dementia
or Alzheimers Disease) can be a power-
ful tool in triggering the memories that
remain. If you are not tech-savvy you

€ver.

can give the photos to a family member
who is, or there are many services avail-
able to put home movies, slides and/or
photos onto a DVD. There is also soft-
ware available to touch-up slides that
might be in poor condition. Many
stores or on-line websites who develop
photos offer the hardcover, bound book
for very reasonable rates; the books vary
in pages and number of photos that can
be used. Walgreens recently offered a
12 page Memory Book for $10.00. For

Don and Betty Wilson dance at their
64th wedding anniversary

Receive a

$100 Gift Card

when you add
VoiceManager!*

Call: 216.535.0580

Click: www.checkoutcb.com

S50 MUW LI

Hamg Jim Fawsiwen
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COX

Business’

*0ffer valid until 12/31/09 to new commercial subscribers of Cox Business VoiceManager (excluding Centrex) in Cleveland Cox-wired serviceable locations. Offer valid on any VoiceManager pack-
age. Minimum 3-year service contract required. Gift Card will be delivered 4-6 weeks after VoiceManager activation. Additional costs for installation, construction, inside wiring and equipment

nursing home use I recommend the
DVD over the book; several copies can
be made for all family members. Google
offers Picasa, a free download where your
pictures can be edited. These DVD’s are

the same as those used at wakes, but I
encourage families to create them now
while their loved ones can enjoy them,
because, after all, they are the stars of
the show.

Foster A Lonely Pet For

The Holidays

by Dawn Pyne

Citizens Committee for the
Lakewood Animal Shelter and Pet-
finder.com are participating in the
national “Foster a Lonely Pet for the
Holidays” pet
Across the country, over 13,000 pet res-
cue organizations are trying to empty
their kennels for Christmas, encourag-
ing members of the public to invite a
pet home for the holidays. People inter-
ested in making this Christmas a happy

fostering program.

holiday for a pet in need or who want
more information should contact by
email cclasfoster@yahoo.com.

The organization has an aver-
age population of 100 adoptable dogs
and 400 adoptable cats. They can be
viewed online at www.petfinder.com.
The goal for the “Foster a Lonely Pet
for the Holidays” program is to have
each of these pets into a home by noon
on December 20.

PURR-fect Calico For Adoption

by Dawn Pyne

Available for adoption through the
Lakewood Animal Shelter, Ellie (collar
number 413) is a model-like calico kitty
who’s sleek with large almond shaped
eyes. She tilts her head when she’s lis-
tening to you and is a real sweetheart
with a loud purr! Recently spayed by
CCLAS, she’s looking for a good home
for the holidays. Unfortunately, she was
mistreated by her previous owner, ter-
rified by the vacuum, and ended up
pregnant hiding in a corridor of an east
side Lakewood apartment building.
Ellie was fortunate to leave the shelter
in mid-October and has been living in
foster care since then. She been a PURR-
fect house guest, but her foster family

TORRYS 4]
"THREADs

Torry Ann Tustan
Tailor | Clothier | Proprietor | Entertainer

Trust your appearance and style
to Torry’s mult-talented expertise:
— Expert Modifications & Repairs
— Wedding Dresses & Attire
— Professional Business Attire
— Custom Made Costumes!

— Prom and ALL Formal Wear
— Bags, Hats, Ties, Coats, Misc.

— Also - Fine Art: enamels, paintings,

drawings, photographs and more!

13739 Madison Avenue

can no longer keep her since their own
cat is terminally ill and requires a lot of
attention.

She’s very playful, loves to chases
a laser light and run around with a
feather toy. She tested negative for FIV/
FELV, is spayed, dewormed, and vacci-
nated for FVRCP and rabies. She’s an
excellent patient at the Vet office and
she purrs frequently while there. Also
quiet during car rides.

This animal is in foster care but
are available for adoption through the
Lakewood Animal Shelter, contact for
more information cclaspromo@yahoo.
com. Lakewood Animal Shelter can be
reached at (216) 529-5020 and www.
cclas.info.

Tues. - Fri.
: Lakewood, OH 44107 | Mo -@am
: 216-526-3022 Satay
 torrysthreads@rocketmail.com ‘
F
Since 1918

Current
Owner
Celebrating

29 Years
in busines

Install, repair & rekey
Keys guaranteed to work

John Kristoff, The Locksmith

may apply. Offer does not include applicable taxes, surcharges or fees. Discounts are not valid in combination with or in addition to other promotions. Services not available in all areas. Telephone
modem equipment may be required. Telephone modem uses household electrical power to operate and has backup battery power provided by Cox if electricity is interrupted. Telephone service,
including access to €911 service, will not be available during an extended power outage or if the modem is moved or inoperable. Other restrictions apply. Telephone services are provided by Cox
Ohio Telcom, LLC. Rates and bandwidth options vary and are subject to change. Other restrictions apply. ©2009 CoxCom, Inc., d/b/a Cox Communications Cleveland Area. All rights reserved.

Cuyahoga: 216-226-5835
Lorain: 440-647-0608
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Home For The Holidays

Feed Me! Sub Shop
Will Make You Famous

: B

elte Lakewood Ht

o TR

Horses And Plants -
Loved It In Its Time

by Mazie Adams

It may look like a concrete bath-
tub, but it’s really a curbside water
trough, the last of many the city kept
full of water for horses at the turn of
the last century. Each had an enclosed
compartment at one end with a tank
ball similar to that in a toilet. As water
entered from the bottom, via a hookup
with city pipes, the tank ball would
rise, shutting off an intake valve when

the trough was full. There was a trough
on the west side of Warren just south
of Detroit; on the south side of Detroit
100 feet west of Warren; beside Cook’s
Grocery on the north side of Detroit at
Grace; at Madison and Warren; and
on the north side of Madison between
Grace and Cohassett. This one is on a
tree lawn at the corner of Clifton and
West Clifton. It is filled with soil and
has been used as a planter since 1955.

Winter is on the way...

And no matter what brand of
heating equipment you have,

it will occasionally need service.
We service all major brands

including boilers. Look to us for all

your heating needs.

Slife

216 221-0310

Serving Lakewood
For 16 Years!

Not to be combined with any other offer
Up to $1,500.00 Tax Credit on select furnace and AC systems

1 $10.00 [

I boiler clean and
|check or service caII.I I

expires 3/31/2010
L P l

rjmyersinsurance.com 21 6.2277.3300

15707 Detroit Avenue, Suite 216, Lakewood

§$100.00 |
Off any furnace, |l I Offanynew | I

furnace installed
expires 3/31/2010 |

$125.00

Offanynew |l
Lennox boiler
[ installed |

expires 3/31/2010 |

by Matt DeGrandis

Feed Me!, a catering company
since 2006 announces the introduc-
tion of its newest venture Feed Me!
Subs!, located in Lakewood at 13611
Detroit Ave. The locally owned and
operated Sub Shop pays homage to
our beloved city. Their signature subs
are named after Cleveland celebri-
ties. You can order gourmet with a
Drew Carey-Grilled Chicken, Pro-
volone, Lettuce, Carmelized Onions,
Roasted Red Peppers and Pesto Mayo.
-Sliced Ham, Swiss Cheese, Lettuce,
Tomato and Mustard Sauce. All Subs
are offered on a Sub Roll, Ciabatta Sub
or Wrap.

Customers are also given the
opportunity to create their own sub and
name it, or as Feed Me! calls it, “Be The
Sub”. Create your own sub and name
it. Feed Me! will save your customized
named sub in the their computer for
your future orders. Be sure to add hand-
cut fries with your order and don’t
forget the fry sauce.

“I am very excited about the addi-
tion of the Sub Shop to Feed Me!” says
owner Matt DeGrandis. “For four years
we have been mostly corporate and
pharmaceutical rep caterers delivering
throughout greater Cleveland. We now
have a chance to connect with our local
community.”

Don’t Forget “Light The Night”

Lakewood’s Neighborhood Block
Club Program is encouraging residents
to leave their porch lights on at night
as a safety mechanism. Many crimes
happen at night and the block clubs are
hoping that lighting the neighborhood
just might help deter crime.

As part of the Light the Night cam-
paign, the City has partnered with
Lakewood Hardware, 16608 Madison
Avenue, to offer residents affordable
high-efficiency light bulbs. During the
month of December, Lakewood Hard-
ware will sell two 75-watt high-efficiency
light bulbs for $5.00. They will also pro-

vide a recycling container in their store to
recycle burned out light bulbs.

Mayor Ed FitzGerald. “With the
block clubs promoting their Light the
Night Campaign, we decided this was
the perfect time to promote the use of
high-efficiency bulbs and partner with
a Lakewood business to make it easy
and affordable for our residents.”

Residents can purchase the dis-
counted high-efficiency light bulbs at
Lakewood Hardware throughout the
month of DecemberWant to start a block?
Contact Mike Tuttle, Lakewood Block
Club Coordinator, at (216) 529-6657.

Fall Clean Ups
Plant Installations

Bulb Planting

Snow Services

Crredoms

BY GAYDOS
Custom Garden & Landscape Management
Fall & Winter Services

Aeration & Dethatching Services

Fall Decorations & Plantings
Christmas Lights & Decorations

Call Matt Gaydos at: 216 521-0436
or gardensbygaydos@gmail.com

LAKESIDE | 'JL

CERAMIC &=

* Floors e

. ?rr-.a”s d gff::{:cﬁ
= Showers ™ (o

» Grout Clean/Seal  p,,., EMatioa
» Fire Places Cision

« Backsplashes
« Custom-Built Showers
+ Repairs

"We minimize our overhead
to maximize your savings!

Check out our website for
MONTHLY SPECIALS

www.LakesideCeramic.biz
16 years in business = Insured » Guaranteed

216-323-0123

Call me today for the attention you deserve.

DON KRAMER

(216) 221-6263

13324 MADISON AVE
LAKEWOOD
DONKRAMER@ALLSTATE.COM

Insurance subject 1o availability and gualifications. Allstale Inswrance Comparny and Allstale Property and
Casualty Insurancs Company, Northbroak, lllinois & 2009 Alkstats Insurance Company.

@) Alistate.

You're in good hands.

John Rehner
Fine Artand Frc:mingl
16108 Defrolt Ave, 216.227.2790

Tuesday-Friday | -7 / Saturday | &
jehnrehner.corm - johnrehner@gmal.com

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com



Page 20 The Lakewood Observer December 15, 2009

The Back Page

Remodeling the North Coast since 1959
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¢ I - S HOME CENTER

W e - | - KITCHEN AND BATH SPECIALISTS

= i —~= N Come visit our 4,000 sq. ft. Total Kitchen

We Offer Barrjer-FreejDesfgn Hﬂd B&ﬂ] Shﬂ“’rﬂﬂm fGI‘ Cﬂm IEtE

= Solutions from Design to Installation.

",
16000 Madison Ave.

(just west of Madison and Hilliard. next to the park} Showrﬂnm Huur-s:

| 8

J s Weekdays: 10am to Spm
| [Sp_— 216-221-6955 Saturda}t?am to 2.3ﬂpm
N | fax: 216.221.6958 il st
. :, R e Evenings by Appointment
N) _ www.imperialhomecenter.com
IR CABINETS + APPLIANCES - BATH FIXTURES - COUNTER TOPS + FLOORING [ii®

~ LAKEWOOD HOME ALONE

h{-umrmr nﬂnFEE!:Ilslllr]iI!!I]IﬂGh . L= OBSERVER PET SITI-ING; |NC. -
Professional Painters, 4 ™ @

ITALL! Contact: MaggieFraley Coffee * Art * Beer

Advertising, Sales and
Marketing
LO.adsales@gmail.com

* Condos We do more than
* Apartments just paint:
* Offices

* Color Congultation

* Buginesges

« Churches 0 Plast.er & Drywall

* Additiong Re‘p.a r )

B ie N ciling Repair & In Home Pet Care

* New Construction Texturing . o
* Skim Coating While You Are Away

* Wall R 1 = . [
Scheduling™ - e . Experienced
Interi Staining Veterinarian Technician
rreriors * Paint Removal H a I rc Uts & —

Bonded & Insured

s | . Frosted Hair 216-226-7337 st ey e
%ﬁfgagﬁgt Lak;,,g,:iz::lmd 21 6_240_4400 d.hukin@sbcg Iﬂbﬂl.net Tt s Ky Fri- S I - lei;}.'_'kli:pilmd

Serving Lakewood Since 1922

Sales | | Call us today

E Service 216-521-7000
Installation 24 hour

Emergency Service

| DONNELLY el
arammnoeems B U PHORTA

(216) 265-3689 . *Use this ad for $15 off any service call or $125 off any furnace or A/C installation.
euphoriacleveland.com health / fitness

Ivan Gelfand: America’s Money Man™

America’s Money Man™ and author
of “Your Money, Your Future”, Ivan
Gelfand publishes an eNewletter

i around the 15th of each month. V heartheat of the *L
The yearly subscription for Ivan’s
| eNewsletter is $29.95. .,nlxmm
Observer readers have an opportunity to receive the eNewsletter . - "_Il‘.!!
DNATIN O b

That’s a $29.95 eNewsletter for FREE!
Go to: IvanGelfand.com/signup.

Learn from America’s Money Man™

15108 DETrOiT
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