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Lakewood Christian Service Center

Goes Green At Madison Park

by Jerry Hoegner

A sold-out crowd of over
300 enjoyed great food, great
music, and great weather — all
for a great cause - at Lakewood
Christian Service Center’s “got
green?” event on Friday, Sep-
tember 10th. A celebration
of the organization’s 28-year
history of service to the com-
munity and of the success of

Twin Engine live 9-11-2010

the new client community gar-
den, “got green?” raised over
$34,000 to support LCSC’s
programs.

Chef Jonathon Sawyer
and his staff from the Green-
house Tavern prepared an
amazing menu on site, assisted
by the West Shore Career-
Tech Culinary Arts Students.
After a menu that included

Lakewood And Nashville Have
Something In Common:
Twin Engine The Band

by Scott Dockus

On Sept. 11, Twin Engine,
along with Jam Session Music
School and Around the Cor-
ner restaurant, hosted a benefit
concert event for the victims of
the May Ist flood in Nashville,
TN. As a result of a very sup-
portive audience, together they
raised over $700 - with 100%
of all donations going to the
Foundation of Middle Tennes-
see.

The
numerous raffles, door prizes,
50/50 raffle and a silent auc-
tion. But the audience came
for the music and they were
not disappointed. The evening
began with youth trio Pond
Fish, which includes a brother
and sister duo up front. They
were followed by Stone Rock,
and then by B.E. Mann, an
international  reggae  and
Grammy-winning recording

event included

artist. Chil, a high-energy four
piece band who got the audi-
ence pumped, followed B.E.
Mann.

The highlight of the musi-
cal night was Twin Engine
from Lakewood. Their exhil-
arating performance left the
audience wanting more. Twin
Engine was led by Christopher
with his electrifying lead gui-
tar work, with Kent on bass
and electric violin (aka Viper),
including an awe inspiring
Viper solo. Michaela belted
incredible vocal lines one after
another, and Justice on rhythm
guitar and Sam on drums all
helped define this dynamic
presence. Together they put on
a performance that rivals any
band.

Their set got the audience
on their feet beginning with an
original instrumental intro-
duction, followed by a number
of songs that kept the crowd
hopping. It was a few songs
into the set when Michaela
turned to the keyboards for
Living on a Prayer with Kent
on Viper, and though Michaela

continued on page 14

crispy chicken wings, pom-
frites, summer veggie
and braised pork sandwiches,
squash shooters and gnoc-
chi with bacon and corn (all
from local providers), Chef

mes

Jonathon provide the foodies
in the crowd with a live demo
preparing ravioli with prima-
vera sauce. Desserts from the
Greenhouse Tavern and mini
cupcakes donated by Trem-
ont’s A Cookie and A Cupcake
rounded out a fabulous meal.

Kristine Jackson and her
band KJ Blues rocked the night
playing for the entire four hour
event! Kristine entertained
solo before and during dinner
and was joined by the band
later in the evening. Party
goers pulled up chairs and
blankets to hear the band as
the sun set on a gorgeous early
fall night.

The feel of the party was
pure Lakewood and Madison
Park never looked so good.
Guests toured the new gar-
den which was made possible
through the generosity of the
City of Lakewood. What had
been barren space for years

Guests enjoy drinks in the garden

was bursting with tomatoes,
onions, pumpkins, okra, Swiss
chard and spinach. Turning
the 5,000 square feet into an
added amenity to the park was
largely the work of West Shore
Career-Tech Construction
Trades students who built the
garden fence and Lakewood
High students who propagated
many of the veggie plants in
the school’s greenhouse back
in the spring.

LCSC executive direc-
tor Trish Rooney thanked
the event sponsors Calfee,

Halter & Griswold; Cargill;

Reccess Rocks Sept 26  W. Clifton Historic Haunts Walking Tour Oct 2

Lakewood Hospital; Sum-
mers Rubber Company and
Thrivent
introducing honorary event
chairs Mayor Ed FitzGer-
ald and LHS principal Dr.
Bill Wagner. In their com-
ments, both chairs pointed to
the LCSC/City of Lakewood/
Lakewood High partnership
as a shining example of what
can come out of collaboration.

Financial before

How many communities work
together so willingly to create
a win-win for its residents and
its parks? This is Lakewood at
its best!

League Announces Candidate Forum Schedule
For District 2 Voters

by Joan Hirsh

The November 2nd elec-
tion ballot for District 2
(Brook Park, Lakewood, and
Cleveland Wards 18 and 19)
will have five candidates for
Council and six candidate
for Council Executive. The
League of Women voters has
organized two separate non-
partisan forums so that voters
can meet their candidates and
learn more about their posi-
tions before voting.

The District 2 County Coun-
cil Candidate Forum is set for
Wednesday, September 29, 2010,
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm at Lakewood
Women’s Pavilion, Lakewood
Park, 14532 Lake Ave., Lakewood
OH 44107. All five candidate are
invited to participate.

The Cuyahoga County
Executive Candidate Forum
will be held in partnership
with Baldwin-Wallace Col-
lege, on Thursday, October
7, 2010, 8:00 pm to 10:00
pm, at Baldwin-Wallace Col-

lege, Strosacker Hall, (College
Union), 120 East Grand Street,
Berea OH 44017.

For more information on

either nonpartisan candidate
forum, call the League office
at 216 781-0555 or visit www.
LWVCuyahogaArea.org.

Board of Elections Mailing Ballot Applications For

November 2nd Election

Vote by mail ballot applications for the historic november 2,
2010 general election are on the way. Voters may also obtain bal-
lot applications from the Board of Elections website, www.boe.
cuyahogacounty.us, their local public library, or by calling the
Voter Information Hotline at 216-443-3298.

Members of the Lakewood High School Key Club in partnership
with the local chapter of the Kiwanis (shown) planted approximate-
ly 3,000 flags in front of the high school in observance of Patriot
Day, Sept. 11. Each flag represents a life lost in the terrorist attacks

of Sept. 11, 2001.
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Calendar Page

This calendar presents various Lakewood events and notices for the next two weeks (excluding Lakewood Public Library sponsored
events found separately on the Lakewood Library page). Submit your calendar event to our online calendar at www.lakewoodob-
server.com on the Home Page. This printed calendar listing is primarily non-profit events relevant to Lakewood. However,

our website calendar welcomes all Lakewood businesses and organizations to submit events. Compiled by Mel Page

Wednesday, September 22
Lakewood Historical Society presents: Frank Lloyd Wright and

the Usonian Home

7:00 - 8:30 PM, Main Library Auditorium 15425 Detroit Ave.

See Library Calendar on Page 5.

Listen to Lakewood (L2L)

7:00 PM, Garfield Middle School, 13114 Detroit Avenue, Lakewood, OH 44107
Mayor FitzGerald and members of his Administration walk different neighborhoods
in the City monthly talking with residents to find out what questions and concerns
they have about the City. At the end of the walking tour, a neighborhood meeting is
held which includes a question and answer session and a Power Point presentation
addressing the challenges our city faces and what City Hall is doing.

Thursday, September 23

The Lakewood Family Collaborative Kick-Off Luncheon

12:30 - 2:30 PM, Lakewood YMCA

Join us as the Lakewood Family Collaborative Kicks-Off its 2010-2011 Program

Year. The Family Collab offers the opportunity for dedicated Lakewoodites to come
together to help make Lakewood a strong community for kids & families. Meeting &
discussion is from 1pm-2:30pm with lunch & networking staring at 12:30pm. Current
Members are encouraged to bring a friend! New Members & Members who bring

a friend will be entered to win a fabulous Lakewood Basket. For more information
email: lakewoodfamilycollab@gmail.com.

Friday, September 24

FREE Carnival Night at the Lakewood YMCA

5:00 - 7:00 PM, Lakewood YMCA rain or shine

Come enjoy: Games, bounce around, hot dogs, popcorn, snow cones, cotton candy
and much more. Come get your police Identi-Kit done for your child. Be happy..Be
Healthy...Belong...at the Y.

My Fair Lady Musical

8:00 PM, Mackey Main Stage, Beck Center for the Arts, 17801 Detroit Ave.

Shows Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. See Page 11 for more details. Call 521-2540.

Saturday, September 25
Koinonia’s CBIZ Walk for D.R.E.A.M.S. (Developmentally Dis-
abled Ready & Empowered to Achieve Milestones & Success-

es) 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM, Whiskey Island/Wendy Park in Cleveland

The event will raise funds for the purchase of a handicapped accessible van. Indi-
viduals with intellectual and developmental disabilities that Koinonia serves in its
residential and vocational programs will benefit from the new vehicle. The minimum
donation to participate is $15 per walker. An individual with a disability plus his/

her caretaker is $10, as are children ages 6-14; children age five and under are free. To
register for the event or to find out more information, visit www.koinoniahomes.org
or contact Linda at 216-588-8777.

Prescription Drug Take Back Day

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM, Lakewood Police Department, 12650 Detroit Ave.

Turn in your unused or expired medication for safe disposal on Saturday, September
25 from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM at the Lakewood Police Department. All medications
will held by law enforcement officers until they can be dsiposed of safely. For more in-
formation, call (440) 250-9916. This is a completly cofidential program. No personal
information will be collected. Please remove all prescription labels before arriving. For
more information, visit www.DrugAwarenessAndPrevention.com.

Eaters of Lakewood visit Pepper’s Italian Restaurant

5:00 - 9:00 PM, Pepper’s Italian Restaurant, 12401 Detroit Ave.

Jjoin Eaters of Lakewood and use us as your excuse to get out at least once a month.
Each month EOL picks a local restaurant to try, and have an event there. Everyone in
attendance fills out a survey which are compiled in a review. Check out our Facebook
page or our website.

Rhythms of Ireland - an Irish Dance Showcase

7:00 - 9:00 PM, Magnificat High School, 20770 Hilliard Rd., Rocky River

The Leneghan Academy of Irish Dance will be present a Celtic celebration of Irish
dance. This is the school’s major fund-raiser to support dancers who have qualified
to compete at the Mid-West Regional Championships in November. Doors open at
6p.m. for raffles, bakery sales and more! Tickets: Adults and children over 12 are $12

18514 Detroit Avenue,

Lakewood, OH 44107

phone: 216-521-7684
fax: 216-521-9518

West End Tavern presents:
“Sunday Brunch”

A 20-Year Lakewood Tradition

Eggs Benedict * Eggs Sardoux *
Stuffed French Toast ® Pot Roast Hash

Omelets ® Fritatas ® and more!

featuring our famous
"Mega Mimosas"

($10 advance purchase); Children under 12 are $6 ($5 advance purchase); Seniors are
$8 advance purchase or at the door. Contact Janet Gowan at 216-570-4068.
Sunday, September 26

Recess Rocks

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM, Lakewood Park, Lake Ave.

See Page 8 for ad.

Monday, September 27

Wealth Hunger and Peace

7:00 PM, Main Library Auditorium 15425 Detroit Ave.

Dr. Gabriela Kaplan tackles religious intolerance, racism, war, world hunger and en-
vironmental calamity in this unique combination of lecture and recital that incorpo-
rates heartrending music and startling images to devastating effect.

Tuesday, September 28

Job Seeker Free Workshops

9:30 AM - 12:30 PM, Lakewood Public Library, Main Branch

Ace That Interview. To register: call 216-529-6868 or email lakewoodfamilycollab@
gmail.com. Space may be limited. Registration suggested. See ad Page 7 for full ad.
Recovery Resources Lakewood Open House

4:00 - 6:00 PM, Recovery Resources, 14805 Detroit Rd, Suite 200

See Page 16 for more details.

Wednesday, September 29

League District 2 County Council Candidate Forum

7:00 - 9:00 PM, Lakewood Women’s Pavilion, Lakewood Park, 14532 Lake Ave.
See Front Page for story.

Saturday, October 2

LaBella Cupcakes Grand Opening

9:00 AM - 4:00 PM, 15208 Madison Ave. See Story on Page 17.

Nature’s Bin Annual 5k Run and 1 mile walk

8 AM Registration, Lakewood Park, Lake Ave . Visit www.hermescleveland.com.
4th Annual West Clinton Historic Haunts Walking Tour

6:00 - 8:45 PM, The Parish Hall, 6502 Detroit Ave., in Gordon Square district
Friday, October 1, and Saturday, October 2. See Page 10 for full details.

Battle of the Praise Bands

7:00 - 9:00 PM, Lakewood United Methodist Church, 15700 Detroit Ave.

Bands that are participating are Lakewood Baptist, Rocky River United Method-
ist Church, Westlake CrossPointe Community and Lakewood United Methodist.
The community is welcome to join us for this evening of praise worship music and
outreach. A free will offering will be taken at the door and will benefit the Lakewood
Christian Community Center. Snacks will be on sale at the event as well. Any ques-
tion, please call Jennifer Halas at 216-221-0996.

Many more events & local entertainment listings at

www.lakewoodobserver.com
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“Lakewood’s Oldest

Survival: Library Edition

by Emmie Hutchison

Calling all adventurers, explor-
ers and curious kids who like to have
fun! We are planning our latest Role
Playing Game Experience in Chil-
dren and Youth Services, and this
time the fantasy setting is...the wild
unknown. We’ll creatively work our
way out of such dangerous settings
as a deserted island and an icy shelf
on the side of a mountain. When we
are done, we’ll return to the warm
comfort of Lakewood where any-
thing we want to eat or drink is only
a short, safe trip from home. Hope-
fully we’ll have some fantastic tales
of survival to tell our families and
friends.

Ourbookcollectionat Lakewood
Public Library is bursting with
exciting stories, both in the fiction
and non-fiction areas, of incredible
feats of survival. If you would like to
read some of these stories as prepa-
ration for the Survival program, we
have suggested: Swiss Family Robin-
son by Johann David Wyss, The Cay
by Theodore Taylor, Robinson Cru-
soe by Daniel DeFoe, The Hatchet/
The River by Gary Paulsen, Dive/
Everest/Island (each a set of 3) by
Gordon Korman, Revenge of the
Whale by Nat Philbrick and Call of
the Wild by Jack London. This is by
no means an exhaustive list, so feel
free to research any related books

AC

photo by Ivor Karabatkovic

vancing

to give yourself an advantage in the
games.

Survival:  Library Edition is
open to kids in fifth through eighth
grade. Survival will be consistent
with our previous Role Playing Game
programs in that it offers the oppor-
tunity for team building, creativity,
individual and group competition,
games of wit, knowledge and skill
and most of all, a chance to have a
really good time at the library. We
will learn some of the most basic
techniques that would help increase
survival in the wilderness, as well as
play some favorite games.
continued on page 19

Sweetheart” Falls Asleep

by Bonnie Greenberg

“Lakewood’s Oldest Sweetheart,”
Art Mone who resided at Crestmont
North Nursing Facility for the past five
years fell asleep peacefully for the last
time on August 26th at 106 years old.
His great-niece wrote the following:

Uncle Art Mone

Art would have been 107 in Feb.

He lived most of his life in Califor-
nia and moved back to Cleveland when
he was 98. He lived at the Westerly until
he fell and broke his hip. At his 100th
Birthday he received a proclamation
from the White House and the family
had a party with at least 4 or 5 genera-

tions of relatives attending. He leaves
behind two nephews, one niece and
many great-great-great nephews and
nieces. His California, family gave him
love and a sense of family throughout
his lifetime in California.

He played for the Cleveland Toma-
hawks which was a semi-pro football team
in Cleveland in 1924. He traveled to many
places in the world including the Great
Wall of China, Hong Kong, Argentina,
Austria, Mexico and many more. He loved
to play golf and loved square dancing.

He had lived the rest of his life at
Crestmont. His family is so thankful to

Lakewood Observer’s Ivor Karabatkoic is our official sideline photographer and reporter for Ohio Sate University home games and
events. OSU wanted to make sure Observers had great coverage for their fans and alumni and because of amazing images like this
Ivor was selected! Watch for more of Ivor’s OSU coverage of Lakewood perspectives here and online!

Vision for Tomorrow

Part of Ohio’s #1 Neurology and Neurosurgery Program”

Lakewood Hospital offers West Side communities top medical expertise, including
a renowned center for neurological care. The Cleveland Clinic Neurological Institute
at Lakewood Hospital offers revolutionary advancements to treat highly complex
conditions like stroke, epilepsy and multiple sclerosis. With the addition of recognized

Neu

ological

Expertise

To make an appointment or referral, please call

216.529.7110.
lakewoodhospital.org

*Ranked by U.S.News & World Report, 2009.

physician Dr. Ansevin, our neurological care is stronger
than ever.

As part of our Vision for Tomorrow, neurology is just
one of many specialties in which Lakewood Hospital is
investing heavily to provide a level of expertise and
technology like never before.

E: Lakewood Hospital

a Cleveland Clinic hospital

C. Daniel Ansevin, M.D.
Specialties: General Neurology, Epilepsy,
Stroke and Vascular Neurology

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Winterhurst Ice Rink Time Line

by Margaret Brinich

The following is a summary of
the Winterhurst Ice Rink negotiations
timeline.

June 30, 1996: Lakewood Board of
Education relinquished the manage-
ment of Winterhurst, and the City of
Lakewood took over the operations of
the facility.

The July 1996 Winterhurst Task
Force Report stated: “Although struc-
turally sound, Winterhurst is now over
20 years old, and is in obvious need
of repair, renovation and updating.
Capital improvement needs have been
estimated to be as high as $1 Million.
Currently, the energy consumption for
Winterhurst is in the highest 10% in
the country, and represents almost %2
of the annual operating budget.”

A projected budget crisis brings
ongoing financial issues at the Winter-
hurst facility requiring an average of
$250,000 in General Fund subsidies, to
a head.

November 15, 2007: City of
Lakewood Finance Department proj-
ects a $4.2 million General Fund deficit
for 2008 based on estimated revenues
and expenditures to continue services
as they were currently being operated.

The Winterhurst Citizen’s Com-
mittee is included throughout the
negotiation process and their input is
closely examined.

January 25, 2008: Cornelius J.
O’Sullivan, Lakewood resident and
Chairman of the Winterhurst Citizen’s
Committee forwarded correspondence
to the Mayor and Members of Council
emphasizing the importance of Win-
terhurst to the community, and the

need to invest in the facility in order
for it to part of the overall quality of
life for area.

The search for alternative options
to operate the facility begins.

March 7, 2008: Mayor FitzGerald
requests that Winterhurst staff send
him a listing of Rink Management
companies, which included:

* Rink Management — Mechanic-
sville, VA

* Facility Management Corpora-
tion — Pembroke, MA

* Canlan Ice Sports Corp. — North
York, ON

A phone call from Bill Neiheiser
to Mayor FitzGerald occurs and the
Mayor requests that Mr. Neiheiser calls
City Hall to make an appointment.

March 7, 2008: Correspondence
from Bill Neiheiser requesting the last
six months of gas bills and electrical
bills from Winterhurst, the name and
cellular phone number of the Opera-
tions Manager at Winterhust so he
could call him and schedule a thor-
ough walk-through. He also asked if he
could meet with the Mayor.

March 11, 2008: Meeting between
Bill Neiheiser and Mayor FitzGerald to
discuss Winterhurst.

The legal requirements of a lease
do not require the City to proceed using
their usual competitive bidding process.
However, the City looked into several
possible management companies.

March 21, 2008: Finance Director
Pae receives correspondence from Mike
Shockley of Center Ice Sports Complex
in North Canton, Ohio requesting to
have the opportunity to meet with City
officials “to gather more information
about any future plans for the rink.”

Eaters Of Lakewood
Shamrock Tavern

by Kristen Dutton

Eaters of Lakewood welcomed
The Shamrock Tavern for their 8th
event on Saturday, August 28th.
Shamrock Tavern is a Madison Ave-
nue neighborhood dive featuring
beer, liquor, and an extensive menu.
Upon arrival, the plain brick build-
ing and bright green “Shamrock
Tavern” sign lends you to believe that
this is your ordinary, hole in the wall,
small bar. However, once you walk in
you are greeted by dining booths, a
long bar, shuffleboard, a pool table,
and a juke box. On the walls are your
run of the mill neon signs and mir-
rors, and large flat screen HDTV’s
ideal for watching the Browns loose
to the Detroit Lions in a preseason
game. After you grab a drink and
walk towards the back of the bar you
realize there is a lot more to this place
than you thought. A huge dining
room for large amounts of guests or
parties, with outdated yet comfort-
able wicker chairs, glass top tables,
and table cloths that may remind
you of your childhood at your grand-
mother’s house.

Shamrock Tavern’s menu how-
ever, has more options than most of
your chain restaurants! Pepper-jack
Burgers, Cajun Chicken, Jamaican
Jerk Ribs, Mini-Corn Dogs, Chicken
Wings, and Irish Burgers are just some
of the food Shamrock Tavern has to
offer. According to EOL surveys the
food was satisfying and, “Just right.”
Menu Items that claim to be spicy
were, “Spicy, but not too spicy,” burg-
ers were cooked the way you asked,
and their buffalo wings were a classic
with an extra buttery-garlic kick. The
staff was attentive, encouraging us to
help ourselves to free popcorn, filling
drinks before they were empty, and
always making sure we had enough
condiments, napkins, and that we were
enjoying ourselves.

As always, this Eaters of Lakewood
event was highly attended by happy
familiar faces. A Shamrock Tavern gift
card was raffled off and won by Diane
Villnuve. Join Eaters of Lakewood at
our next event on Saturday, September
25, 2010 at Pepper’s Italian Restau-
rant on the corner of Ridgewood and
Detroit from 5pm-9pm.

Director Pae thank-
ing him for his interest, and includes
Mayor FitzGerald.

March 31, 2008: Lakewood City
Council states in a document:

“Council is very interested in

responds

supporting creative solutions to Win-
terhurst funding, new efficiencies and
new arrangements to put Winterhurst
on sound footing. We recognize capi-
tal needs unmet and improvements
needed for amenities. Give long-term
failure to get advertising, we need
management skilled in business.”

The proposals by Ice Land USA
and Center Ice Sports are both ana-
lyzed.

May 1, 2008: Proposal Received
from Ice Land USA to operate Win-
terhurst. The proposal was to spend
approximately $800k to $1 million in
improvements to the facility.

May 1, 2008: Member of the Law
Department met with Mike Shockley
at City Hall of Center Ice Sports to dis-
cuss Winterhurst, and Center Ice stated
they would submit a proposal.

May 22, 2008: Michael Shockley
CEO of Center Ice at City Hall to meet
with Mayor FitzGerald, Assistant Law
Director Scott Claussen, to review their
proposal. The proposal was to manage
the ice rink and provide no immediate
improvements to the facility.

Open, public discussions of vari-
ous courses of action regarding the

Winterhurst facility span the course of
several City Council meetings.

June 6, 2008: City Council Com-
mittee Meetings to deliberate the Ice
Land USA Contract.

June 16, 2008: Ordinance 62-08 is
passed by City Council authorizing the
City to enter into a contract with Ice
Land USA to lease and provide man-
agerial services for Winterhurst Ice
Rink. Negotiations continue.

August 4, 2008: Mayor FitzGerald
signs the contract with Ice Land USA.

City begins collecting $75,000 a
year per the lease agreement.

September 13, 2008: Re-opening
of Winterhurst Ice Rink newly named
Serpentini Arena at Winterhurst.

October 15, 2008: Plain Dealer
article naming Reliance Mechanical,
a business owed by Bill Neiheiser, has
been raided by the FBIL

Mayor FitzGerald orders an inter-
nal review of work performed by at
Winterhurst, as well as a follow-up
independent engineering review.

Mayor FitzGerald contacts the FBI
to see if the CT Consultants, the com-
pany to perform the engineering review
of Winterhurst, has been implicated in
the FBI probe.

December 1, 2008: CT Consul-
tants report released regarding work
performed at Winterhurst, and found
compliance with the contract.

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Council Back In Session After Break

by Christopher Bindel

On Wednesday, September 8, 2010,
the Lakewood City Council met in the
City Hall Auditorium for the first time
in six weeks. They met on a Wednes-
day, instead of their usual first and third
Monday of the month, because both
the Labor Day holiday and the primary
election pushed them back. After their
summer brake the agenda showed evi-
dence of them looking to get back to
work as it consisted of almost 40 items.
Council President Kevin Butler (Ward I)
called the meeting to order at 7:35 P.M.
to a very modest crowed of about six.

The first order of business was
regarding the City’s negotiations with
the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP) over
the contracts of the City’s police force.
As a part of the negotiations a fact find-
ing mission was conducted to answer
some questions that are a part of the
negotiations. The results of the report
became available just before the meet-
ing of Council. Since the Council only
has seven days to respond to the report,
they discussed it in the Committee of
the Whole meeting just prior to the
Council meeting. The Committee of the
Whole entered into executive session to
discuss the results of the report. During
these deliberations, Council decided to
reject the findings of the report.

After reading his
tion from the Committee of the Whole
describing the situation, Councilman
Butler asked Council to substitute the
current ordinance on the docket approv-
ing of the fact finding report with
one objecting to the report. Council
approved of his substitution and passed
the ordinance objecting to the report.

communica-

Next, Councilman Butler read a
communication inviting members of the
community to submit resumes to Coun-
cil for consideration for either Mayor
or Council at Large. He asked for these
submissions in preparation of the pos-
sible outcomes of the November election.
With Mayor Ed FitzGerald standing as a
strong contender in the County Execu-
tive race and Councilwoman Nickie
Antonio (At Large) running unopposed
for a spot on the Ohio General Assembly,
both stand a chance of leaving in January
with unexpired terms. Although there is
a current line of succession for the Mayor,
as it appears right now, no one in line is
interested in the job. When this happens
it comes down to Council to find some-
one to fill the seat. Council must also fill
an empty Council seat, like Antonio’s, in
the same way.

Council approved of Butler’s com-
munication, which also set a tentative
deadline for applications of October 1,
2010.

Finance Director Jennifer Pae then
asked Council to consider the amended
Purchasing and Contracting ordi-
nance for 2010, which she submitted. It
included changes to items where unex-
pected changes occurred do to change
in cost or need of contracting. One of
the items was Pavement Condition Rat-
ing Inspection Services. Councilwoman
Monique Smith (At Large) asked if the

Director of Public Works, Joe Beno,
could explain to her why the City had to
contract those services out as opposed
to conducting them in house. Director
Beno replied explaining to her that the
City does not have anyone in its work-
force trained to conduct such a study. He
said it is more than just driving up and
down the roads and looking at them. The
inspection involves a number of tests and
factors that takes two people working full
time for about two months to complete.

Councilman Tom Bullock (Ward
II) also commented that he wanted
to raise questions regarding this ser-
vice. He said that he knew it was a
relatively new practice to have the City
involved in inspecting all the streets
on a regular basis. His understand-
ing, per a conversation with a former
Lakewood engineer, was that the City
did not always contract these services
out. Bullock said he looked forward to
discussing it in the Finance Committee
Meeting to see if there was any way for
the City to avoid the $50,000 cost.

Mayor FitzGerald stepped in and
responded by explaining that they
have reduced staff in the Engineer-
ing Department making it impossible
for Lakewood to perform this task in-
house anymore. He continued, saying
that they did do a cost analysis to see
whether it would be more cost effective
to pay a staffer to do the job or to con-
tract it out. The analysis found that it
would be cheaper to contract it out. He
also said that after the last few years of
contracting certain services out that the
City used to do itself, the City conducted
an internal analysis. The analysis was
designed to double check that the City
was saving money under the new system
and that the quality of the work was at
least comparable. Councilman Bullock
appreciated the Mayor’s explanation
and said he just thinks, “It is healthy for
Council to have a second set of eyes [on
contracting] to prevent against consul-
tant inflation.” Mayor FitzGerald said
he agreed and that he would be glad to
share the results of the analysis at the
Finance Meeting.

Director of Public Works, Joe
Beno, then asked Council to pass an
ordinance allowing him to submit an
application to the Ohio Department
of Public works for funding to help
with two engineering items. The first
is for funds in the amount of $850,000
dollars to help Lakewood replace a
number of 92-102 year old water mains.
This is the second time the City has
requested funds for this project. The
second project is the repaving of all of
Madison Avenue. The project would
include repaving, striping, including
bike lanes, and some other streetscape
items. Some of the total $1.275 million
dollars would also cover the engineer-
ing cost of the ODOT replacement of
Madison’s traffic signals. Both items
represent 50% of the cost of the entire
projects of which Lakewood would
cover the other half.

Councilman Michael Summers
(Ward I1I) asked Director Beno for ver-

ification that if the City was awarded
the funds that it would be under
no obligation to accept them under
the provision of this application. He
explained that he was concerned about
having to commit to spending any
amount of money without the proper
research as to whether or not the City
could afford it. Director Beno assured
him that if the City was awarded the
money, Council would have to pass
another ordinance accepting it.

Police Chief Timothy Malley then
asked Council to consider accepting
funds awarded to Lakewood to help
in continuing its D.A.R.E. program.
D.ARE. is a program facilitated by
the Lakewood Police Department that
educates Lakewood youth on how to
avoid drugs and alcohol, increase self-
confidence, and how to effectively deal
with peer pressure. The Ohio Attorney
General awarded $75,857 dollars to the
City of Lakewood to pay the salaries of
officers instructing the D.A.R.E. cur-
riculum in the community. Council
suspended the rules, passing the reso-
lution on its first reading.

Next Chief Malley ask Council to
approve a resolution allowing the Police
Department to trade in two pieces of old
technology for credit toward purchasing
new devices. Chief Malley did not go in
to detail, but indicated the devices are
some sort of tracking device used by the
narcotics division. Colman Technolo-
gies is offering $1,800 dollars for each of
the older devices toward the newer ver-
sion, which will cost $3,450 dollars. The
remainder of the cost will be covered
by the Law Enforcement Trust Fund.
Council decided to send the resolution
to the Public Safety Committee for fur-
ther consideration.

Coming to the end of the agenda
items in relatively good time, consider-
ing the number of items, Councilman
Butler then opened the floor to any
member of the public who wished
to speak. The first to speak was Dale
Meggas of Mars Avenue who delivers
a complaint to Council from himself
and all of his neighbors regarding the
amount of traffic now flowing down his
street due to Warren Road being closed
for construction. He asked that mem-
bers of Council and the administration

do something to decrease the amount
of traffic coming down his street.
With Warren Rd. being closed, and no
detour sign facing traffic entering from
Lakewood from Cleveland on 150th
Street, the most direct path around
takes hundreds of cars down Mars every
day. The administrations said that his
concerns had been noted and that they
would look into the situation and do
what they could to improve it.

The next member of the public to
speak was Edward McCartney who is a
regular to the City Council Meetings. In
the past Mr. McCartney recalled seeing
a woman who lived in a house that bor-
dered an alleyway between Gridley Street
and Graber Drive. She spoke to Council
on more than one occasion complain-
ing about the traffic that would wiz by,
in one instance almost hitting her, and
trucks that would idle for long periods of
time right out her window. She had asked
Council or the administration to do
something about these issues each time
she came. Council made small steps over
time, but due to the nature of the area it
was a slow process. Mr. McCartney had
recently visited that area and noticed the
addition of stop signs on either side of the
alley as well as the fact that it had been
made one way. He wanted to take the
time to thank Council and the adminis-
tration for the changes made because he
believed it is too often that public figures
take our complaints and rarely receive
thanks when they help us.

After the public comment section
there were a few announcements from
Members of Council and the adminis-
tration. With smiles and light hearted
jokes throughout the meeting, though
they did not interfere with the meet-
ing, it was clear that the summer break
had done everyone some good. Council
President Kevin Butler adjourned the
meeting at 9:15 P.M.

Council meetings are held every
first and third Monday of the month at
7:30 P.M. in the City Hall Auditorium.
The next regularly scheduled coun-
cil meeting will be held on October 4,
2010. For a copy of the agenda or for
any other information regarding the
Lakewood City Council, you can find
it at onelakewood.com/citygovern_
council.html.

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Lakewood Public Library Events

All Events and Programs Are Free And Open To The Public

SPECIAL EVENT

An Evening With Lisa Black

benefiting the Lakewood Public Library Foundation
Thursday, November 11, 2010

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. (Doors open at 6)

Lake Erie Screw Building

13000 Athens Ave

Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Tickets can be purchased in person at Lakewood Public Li-
brary locations, and at lakewoodpubliclibrary.com.

Tuesday, September 21
PROTECTING CHILDREN: Ohio Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force
Jesse W. Canonico from the Cuyahoga County Prosecutor’s Office provides
parents, teachers and community members with the information they need to keep
children safe from online sexual predators. Learn a little bit about the evolution of
online crime prevention and find out what’s coming next in this ongoing battle.
7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Wednesday, September 22

LAKEWOOD HISTORICAL SOCIETY presents:

Frank Lloyd Wright and the Usonian Home

Fred R. Unwin illustrates the humble genius of architect Frank Lloyd Wright
with an appreciation of the Weltzheimer/Johnson house in Oberlin, Ohio. One of
the few Usonian homes open to the general public, it stands as a brick and redwood
example of Wright’s vision of stylish, affordable middle class living. It may still have
much to teach us about making homes in the twenty-first century.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Sunday, September 26

SUNDAY WITH THE FRIENDS: Welcome to Indonesia

Java native Swasti Crain brings the diverse culture of the archipelago to the
Library with music, dance and the traditional costumes of several islands. You may
never want to go home again!

2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Monday, September 27

Wealth Hunger and Peace

Dr. Gabriela Kaplan tackles religious intolerance, racism, war, world hunger
and environmental calamity in this unique combination of lecture and recital that
incorporates heartrending music and startling images to devastating effect.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Saturday, October 2

Terry Meehan presents FALL GUYS AND FEMME FATALES:

Film Noir in the Forties

Tonight’s Film is Double Indemnity (1944)

Directed by Billy Wilder Not Rated

Cynical insurance salesman Fred MacMurray wants to make a sale to sexy
femme fatale Barbara Stanwyck. She buys a double indemnity accident policy
on her husband and entices MacMurray into making sure that accidents happen
sooner rather than later. But wily claims agent Edward G. Robinson becomes suspi-
cious before anyone can collect.

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Sunday, October 3

SUNDAY WITH THE FRIENDS: Bob Kravos and the Boys in the Band

He learned his trade at the knee of America’s Polka King, Frankie Yankovic.
Today, Bob Kravos carries on that lively tradition with a party bus full of guys who
like to bring smiles to the dance floor.

2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Wednesday, October 6

MEET THE AUTHOR: Deanna R. Adams

Cleveland’s Rock and Roll Roots

Rock’n’Roll and the Cleveland Connection

After spending an hour with Deanna Adams, you won’t wonder why the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame is in Cleveland—you’ll wonder how it took so long to get
here! Lake Frie audiences were the first to embrace the music and, with raucous
cheering, Clevelanders kicked off the careers of one legend after another. In the
good old days, even cool guys like Bowie loved the city (in a non-ironic way) sim-
ply because it was so much fun to play. With great music and wild stories from the
musicians and disc jockeys who made it all happen, Adams will reignite the rock
and roll in your soul. Books will be available for sale and signing at the event.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Thursday, October 7
MAKERSPACES: The New DIY Revolution
In the good old days, consumers had the right and the know-how to modify

the products they purchased for any need they saw necessary. Although the concept
seems lost, a new generation of innovators is rediscovering the do-it-yourself spirit
and pushing it to the next level with mind-blowing technologies undreamt of ten
years ago. Justin Walker will recount the origins and layout the opportunities of
what Wired magazine is calling, “the next Industrial Revolution.”

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

BOOK GROUPS:

Tuesday, September 21

KNIT & LIT BOOK CLUB: Cry the Beloved Country by Alan Paton

Lynda Tuennerman hosts a social club for multitaskers—a combination book
club and stitchery group. She’s looking for readers who can enjoy intense discussion
of modern classics while relaxing with their latest stitching project. Come share
your passion for great literature and show off your knitting, crocheting, counted
cross-stitch, embroidery and quilting works-in-progress. At each meeting, the
group decides what will be read next. Call (216) 226-8275, ext. 127 or visit www.
lakewoodpubliclibrary.com/bookclubs to learn more.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Meeting Room

Thursday, October 14

BOOKED FOR MURDER BOOK CLUB: New York City

The Poisoner’s Handbook: Murder and the Birth of Forensic Medicine in Jazz
Age New York by Deborah Blum

It used to be that poisoners could get away with murder. In this gripping true
crime tale, New York City’s first medical examiner and the first toxicologist are cast
as detectives in search of the poisons responsible for so many bodies in the city’s
morgue. Each chapter tells the story of another murder, then details the methods
devised that would forever change the relationship between science and crime.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Meeting Room

LEARNING LAB CLASSES:

Reservations for computer instruction classes begin the first of each month.

To register, please stop in or call (216) 226-8275, ext. 127. We ask that all stu-
dents come to class with a working knowledge of the mouse. If you need help, visit
the Technology Center and ask the staff to set you up on our Mouse Training Pro-
gram. It’s fun, easy and essential to becoming computer literate. All classes take
place in the Main Library Learning Lab on the 2nd floor.

UPCOMING SEPTEMBER CLASSES:
Saturday, September 25: E-MAIL BASICS @ 3:00 p.m.

LEAF COMMUNITY 2010
Every Wednesday night at 5:30 p.m. on the Main Library’s Front Porch
through the Harvest.

CHILDRENS & YOUTH SERVICES
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS:

HOMEWORK ER: For students in kindergarten through eighth grade

Need a little extra help with your homework or just want a cool place to work?
Come to the Homework Room for help and resources. No need to register. *Home-
work ER will be closed for school holidays and vacations.*

Tuesday, September 7 — Thursday, May 26

Monday — Thursday, 3:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m., in Main Library Children’s and
Youth Services

Monday — Thursday, 3:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m. at the Madison Branch

IT’S PUZZLING!

Ready to challenge your brain after school? Check out the Library’s puzzle sta-
tion. A variety of puzzles will be available, and correctly completed puzzles will be
entered into a monthly prize drawing.Tuesday, September 7 — Friday, May 27

Monday - Friday, 3:00 p.m. — 6:00 p.m., in Main Library Children’s and
Youth Services and at the Madison Branch

WRITE TIME: For students in sixth to twelfth gradeThis is a weekly drop-in
writing circle. Bring something you’re working on, or just come ready to write—be
it short stories or a chapter of your new book. This may be the most inspiring hour
of your week. No need to register.

Fall Season: September 16 — December 2 (“Open Mike” final on December 9)

Thursdays at 4:00 p.m. in the Main Library Multipurpose Room

NAMELESS BOOK CLUB: For students in third, fourth, and fifth grades

Meet monthly after school for lively discussions of novels and fun activities.
We provide the books and participants provide the name of the club. All students
are required to bring a Library card so they can check out the fun. To register,
please stop in or call (216) 226-8275, ext. 140.

Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m. in the Main Library Multipurpose Room

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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After School Programming At Lakewood Public Library 2010-2111

by Michele Sommerfelt

Are you a school age kid looking
for things to do after school? Lakewood
Public Library has a new set of pro-
grams waiting for you. These programs
begin after Labor Day and run through
Memorial Day 2011.

IT’S PUZZLING is a new pro-
gram waiting to challenge your brain.
Brainteaser puzzles are available at the
Children’s Desk each weekday from 3:00
— 6:00 p.m. Each week there will be two
puzzles aimed at children in Kindergar-
ten through Grade 3 and two puzzles
geared towards students in Grade 4 —
Grade 8. The puzzles can be completed at
the library or taken home and returned
to the Children’s Desk anytime through-
out the month. Fach month, correctly
completed puzzle entries will be entered
into a monthly prize drawing! IT°S PUZ-
ZLING puzzle stations are available at
both the Main and Madison branches.
Stop by and test your wits against the
IT°S PUZZLING challenge.

Numerous patrons have asked for
programming for elementary school
students. Children and Youth Services
is happy to respond with new Book
Clubs for students in first through fifth
grades. The Book Club for students in 1st
and 2nd grade is called the AUTHORS
BOOK CLUB. First and second graders
will meet monthly after school to explore
a featured author through stories, dis-
cussions, activities and/or crafts. No
reading is required ahead of time. One
time registration is requested for all four
sessions. On-going registrations will be
accepted throughout the program on a
space available basis. Book club meet-
ings will last about forty five minutes and
will meet at the Main Branch.

Register now for lively fun and dis-
cussion by calling (216) 226-8275 ext.
140 or stop by the Children’s Desk to
register in person.

AUTHORS BOOK CLUB will
meet at 4:00 p.m. on Wednesdays:
October 13, November 10, January 19
and February 16.

Students in 3rd, 4th or 5th grade
can register to be part of the NAME-
LESS BOOK CLUBS. Students will meet
monthly after school for lively discussions
of novels and fun activities with a CYS
staff member. The library will provide
the books and participants will provide
the name of the club. NOTE: All students

are required to bring a Library card to
the book club so they can check out the
book for discussion. Each book club will
meet monthly at 4:00 p.m. at the Main
Branch. Each session will last approxi-
mately 45 minutes. One time registration
is requested for all five sessions. On-going
registrations will be accepted throughout

The Overdue

by Ben Burdick
It’s been said before, quite fairly,
that the Lakewood Public Library

Rock Out At
The Library

by Chris Weaver

Deanna Adams is a woman with a
message: Cleveland Really Rocks! The
author of “Cleveland’s Rock and Roll
Roots” and “Rock ‘n’” Roll and the Cleve-
land Connection,” Ms. Adams invites
you to Lakewood Public Library to revel
in the sights and sounds of Cleveland’s
legendary musical history. From the first
rock concert at the Cleveland Arena on
March 21, 1952, and since the opening of
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1995,
the North Coast continues to be the
heart of one of music’s dominant genres.

Follow the local artists, producers
and deejays that recorded, produced
and broadcast some of the most memo-
rable songs of all time, and their role in
shaping America beyond the airwaves.
Ms. Adams’ visit promises to fully
immerse you in the songs and stories
of such homegrown dynamos as Screa-
min’ Jay Hawkins, Bobby Womack,
the O’Jays, the Michael Stanley Band,
Devo, Macy Gray and more.

Award-winning author Deanna
Adams has published articles and
essays in the Plain Dealer, Northern
Ohio Live, Cleveland Scene, and Lake
Erie Living. Her stellar knowledge
of all things Cleveland makes her an
authority on local culture.

Join Ms. Adams in Lakewood
Public Library’s Main branch Audi-
torium on Wednesday, October 6th at
7:00 p.m. Copies of her books will be
available after the program for sale and
signing. Come kick back and rock out
to the tales and tunes from Cleveland’s
rock and roll legacy.

the program on a space available basis.
To register, please stop in at the Chil-
dren’s Desk or call (216) 226-8275 ext. 140.
THIRD GRADE NAMELESS
BOOK CLUB will meet WEDNES-
DAYS: October 6,
December 8, January 12 and February 9.
FOURTH GRADE NAMELESS

Polka

doesn’t serve up enough polka. Though
the lively dance music is highly popu-
lar throughout Northeast Ohio, the
Library’s diverse musical line-up has
been noticeably light on the harding-
fele and the nyckelharpa.

November 3,

To make up for this oversight, the
Friends of Lakewood Public Library
have invited one of polka’s greats to fill
our auditorium with a happy sound. Bob
Kravos and the Boys in the Band will
give a free concert on Sunday, October 3
at 2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Audi-
torium.

Bob Kravos first learned about
showmanship from his great uncle
Frankie Yankovic, America’s Polka
King. But he learned the finger work for
which he’s so well known from another
legend, Joey Miskulin. In 1987, after
seven years of touring with the King,
Bob struck out on his own with the Boys
in the Band. Together they’ve toured the

BOOK CLUB will meet WEDNES-
DAYS: September 29, October 27,
December 1, January 5 and February 2.

FIFTH GRADE NAMELESS
BOOK CLUB will meet WEDNES-
DAYS: September 22, October 20,
November 17, December 15, January
26 and February 23.

world and the fun continues to the pres-
ent day.

The style has
described as a mixture of Yankovic,
Rodick and Vadnal with a twist of
today. While Bob’s focus remains on

Kravos been

traditional Slovenian polka music, he
and the Boys keep things fresh with
country, rock, pop, swing and more.
World class accordion playing sounds
even better when it’s backed up with
saxophone, clarinet, banjo and drums!
This free concert is part of the
Library’s long-running Sunday with the
Friends concert series, sponsored by the
Friends of Lakewood Public Library. Ded-
icated to bringing people from all walks of
life together for diverse and stimulating
entertainments, the organizers hope to
fill the house for this event with smiling,
clapping, dancing people. To learn more
about future concerts, visit www.lake-
woodpubliclibrary.com/friends.

including Fairview Hospital.

Emad Daoud, M.D., Ph.D.
Back and neck pain, CRPS,
cancer pain, interventional
pain management

George Girgis, D.O.
Back pain, neuropathic
pain, osteoporosis

Fady Nageeb, M.D.
Abdominal pain, back and
neck pain, CRPS

Hong Shen, M.D.
Acupuncture, muscular skeletal
rehab, electrodiagnostic studies,
pain management

Easier Access to
Leading Pain Management

Cleveland Clinic Pain Management Now at Fairview Hospital

Treating over 10,000 patients a year, Cleveland Clinic’s Pain Management Centers offer
some of the nation’s most integrated pain management programs, including psychiatry,
physical therapy, medication management, surgical intervention and more.

Patients have access to the latest innovative treatments and leading specialists including
our newest pain management practitioners who see patients at several West Side locations,

Call today to schedule an appointment.

Fairview Hospital
18099 Lorain Avenue, Suite 404
216.476.7331

Westlake Pain Management Center
850 Columbia Road, Suite 120
440.835.8233

Other West Side locations include:

Lakewood Hospital
14519 Detroit Avenue
216.529.7246

Lutheran Hospital
1730 W. 25th Street, Suite 4A
216.363.2391

:] Cleveland Clinic

Every life deserves world class care.

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Alumni Foundation Teacher Grants Open Opportunities

by Christine Gordillo

An online student newspaper, a
before-school book club, and an after-
school club promoting philanthropy
and volunteerism. These are just a few
of the endeavors that will be made pos-
sible this school year because of grants
recently awarded by the Lakewood
Alumni Foundation to Lakewood City
Schools teachers. The grants will aid
them in their efforts to go beyond tra-
ditional educational experiences for
their students.

The Alumni Foundation has along
history of helping enrich Lakewood
students’ educational experiences. One
of the most significant ways it does this
is through its Margaret Warner Edu-
cational Grants Fund, which was set
up in 2007 with money given to the
Foundation in 1998 by the estate of
Margaret Warner, who had a long and
distinguished career as a social studies
teacher at Lakewood High.

The fund was set with the specific
purpose of supporting the district’s
teaching staff. This year, $8,500 in
grants was awarded to teachers who
submitted applications for the 2010-
2011 school year. The projects are
creative, innovative and aim to offer
either enrichment or new learning
techniques for their students. The
grant winners are selected by a three-
person committee that includes a
Lakewood Alumni Foundation trustee,
a retired administrator and a retired
LHS teacher.

In announcing the teacher grants,
Alumni Foundation executive director
Teresa Andreani said, “The Lakewood
Alumni Foundation is proud to sup-
port outstanding educators like these
whose efforts maintain the Lakewood
City Schools’ tradition of offering an
opportunity rich environment for our
children.”

Some of the teachers and projects
that will benefit from the Margaret
Warner grants are:

+ Karen Ballash from Lakewood
High School for the E-Times, an elec-
tronic version of the student newspaper
the Lakewood Times.

Students (from left) Sierra McKnight, Mark Bielo, Mitchell Gregg and Brianna
Aarons display the lap quilt they made last year at Garfield as part of the Quilts for a
Cause program to send quilts to veterans at the VA hospital and to homeless shelters.
The project is made possible by a Margaret Warner grant from the Lakewood Alumni

Foundation.

+ Martha Exoo from Garfield Mid-
dle School for Ducks for Downs, an
after-school club that will encourage
a sense of philanthropy and volunteer
spirit.

« Pamela Thompson, RuthAnn
Yoder, Patti Witri, and Deb Happel
from Garfield Middle School for the
Margaret Warner Ladies’ Luncheon
Club, an intervention program aimed
to empowering at-risk middle school
girls to achieve success by providing
them with opportunities not readily
accessible or visible in their own home
environments.

+ Amy Miller, Lisa Hoy, Katie
Gerard, Alex Cammock and Ann Pesta
at Harding Middle School for “Spin-
ning a Web of 2.0 Tools,” which will
help student stay updated on the latest
classroom technology tools as it relates
to the Internet.

 Chris Overholt and Jane Blackie
from Lakewood High School for
Playhouse Square Slam U Writer’s
Workshop to show students the power
of the written word when it is combined
with rhythm, music and performance.

 Jennifer Frend from Lakewood

Lakewood Public Library
Seeks Swarm Of Spellers

by Arlie Matera
Attention Spellers!

The Lakewood Public Library is hosting its second Spelling Bee for students in fourth
through eighth grade. Last year, seventeen students competed in the excitement-filled

inaugural bee, and two participants were crowned champions. If you missed the fun last

year or want to relive it, now is your chance! Preliminary rounds will take place October
5th, October 12th, and October 19th. You need only attend one preliminary round for a
chance to qualify for the championship, which will be held on Friday, November 5th. To
register, call 216-226-8275, ext. 140 or stop by the Library. See you at the Bee!

Carabel Beauty Salon & Store

ADORABLE & AFFORDABLE HALLOWEEN WIGS
Pink, Glam, Dreads, Purple,
Rainbow, Red, Blonde Pink!

We clean and restore wigs, too!

216.226.8616 .. conecor
15309 Madison Avenue * FREE PARKING

High School for $500 for Fresh Start,
the high school’s freshmen orientation
program that has successfully created
a support network between freshmen
and upper-class students at the high
school.

+ Leslie Eiben and Trish Csongei
from Garfield Middle School for Fan-
ning the Flames: Fueling the Desire to
Read, a before-school book talk pro-
gram.

+ Molly Spurlock from Lakewood

High School for The Mod Café, a pro-
gram to teach functional living skills
for students with moderate to severe
disabilities.

+ Ellen McCafferty from Horace
Mann Middle School for a hand-held
augmentative communication device
to be used with language impaired spe-
cial needs students.

 Jennifer Frank from Horace
Mann Elementary School for School
Based Social Skills: Promoting Positive
Behavior and Academic Success, a pro-
gram to teach practical social skills to
students in grades K-3 who have been
identified with a range of cognitive or
behavioral disabilities.

+ Connie Bellini from Garfield
Middle School for Quilts for a Cause:
A Family and Consumer Sciences proj-
ect that has students create lap quilts
for patients at the Veteran’s Adminis-
tration Hospital and for social service
agencies who serve homeless children
in our area.

Needless to say, the teachers are all
grateful for the support from the Foun-
dation. Said Garfield staff member
Ruthie Yoder, a co-adviser to the Mar-
garet Warner Ladies Lunch club, “The
grant has allowed us to show girls how
important it is to begin to think about
their futures. The grant has given us
the opportunity to take the girls on
(field trips), and allowed us to buy
materials for completing dream books
about their future.”

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Lakewood Soccer, Recreation Department Agree To Partnership

by Christine Gordillo

Youth soccer in Lakewood just
got a lot more unified. The 28-year-old
Lakewood Soccer Association and the
Lakewood Board of Education, which
runs soccer programs through its Rec-
reation Department, have signed an
agreement that streamlines the city’s
soccer programs and offers continu-
ity from pre-school players up to high
school, from recreational players to
premier league players.

The agreement emphasizes coop-
eration between LSA and the Rec Dept.
with regard to field access, registration,

Lakewood Recreation

marketing and promotions and other
administrative tasks of their respective
programs. The two entities also agree
not to compete directly with the other’s
programming and to cross-promote
each organization’s offerings of camps,
clinics and leagues.

LSA has traditionally offered rec-
reational and travel league play for
children ages 4-14. The Rec Dept. has
offered clinics and camps for many
years and last year added the Cleveland
Kickers Lakewood Academy (CKLA)
to its programming. CKLA looks to
develop soccer player s in a more inten-

Where The Opportunities Are Boundless!

by Mitchell Robida

The Lakewood Community Recreation and Education Department offers a
wide range community education programs that will enhance and stimulate the

lives of children and adults of all ages.

The Recreation Department sends a booklet to the residents of Lakewood
semi-annually that includes hundreds of programs from youth gymnastics and

computer animation to adult dance and home improvements. The booklet is also

viewable at our website, www.lakewoodrecreation.com.

We strive to meet the ever changing needs of our community and encourage

anyone with a new idea or innovative concept to contact our Program Planner,

Ralph Lundberg.

Our programs and classes are held throughout the Lakewood City School Dis-

sive setting that encompasses training
for both the mind and body in its goal
to develop premier league players.

The agreement also calls for LSA
and the Board of Education to organize
an inaugural Lakewood Invitational
Soccer Tournament to be held next
August at fields around the city. Profits
from the tournament and any succes-
sive tournaments will be split 50/50.
The tournament will fulfill one of the
goals of the agreement of raising the
profile of Lakewood in the regional
soccer community.

“This agreement puts in place a
framework that gives us an opportu-
nity to expand significantly the profile
of youth soccer in Lakewood,” said
LSA President Scott Suttell. “We are a
volunteer-driven group that has been
organizing youth soccer in Lakewood
for nearly 30 years. Through this
partnership with the
Department, we can work together to

Recreation

make our city one that is known across
Northeast Ohio for great soccer.”

Under the agreement, LSA will
continue to operate independently
with its own Board, which will now
include one representative from the
Board of Education. The agreement
calls for the two parties to work toward
further integration of operations by
August 2012.

“It is important that Lakewood
can now present a united front when it
comes to its soccer programming,” said
Schools Treasurer Rick Berdine, who
helped broker the agreement. “LSA has
been running a successful organization
for more than two decades and with its
expertise in running a soccer league
and the Board’s established resources
of the Rec Department, youth soccer
in Lakewood will be well-positioned
to develop complete soccer players for
years to come.”

trict with the majority of our programs held at the two new state-of-the-are middle
schools, Garfield and Harding. We hope and encourage all of you to take advantage
of participating in all of our programs and certainly gain first hand experience in
using your new state-of-the-art school facilities.

The Lakewood Recreation Department is located at 1456 Warren Road (across
from the Post Office). For more information please call us at 216-529-4081 or visit
us on-line at www.lakewoodrecreation.

2010 Lakewood Recreation
Emerald Necklace Banquet

by Leslie Favre

On Wednesday, August 18th the
Lakewood Recreation Department held
an end of the season banquet com-
memorating the 2010 Emerald Necklace
Girl’s Fastpitch Teams. Over 140 girls
participated in the league this year mak-
ing it our most successful season yet.

Tedd Bruening, the Lakewood High
School Varsity Fastpitch Coach was in
attendance handing out accolades and
certificates to the participants and said,
“This was the best summer softball sea-
son yet. I'm really looking forward to
next year and the future of the Ranger
softball program.” With over 100 people
in attendance, the pot-luck style banquet
was full of great energy, enthusiasm and
nostalgia from the summer season.

Other coaches in attendance were
Jennifer Hirzel (12U division), Mike
Ribar (10U & 14U divisions), John
Tuleta (10U division) and Frank Zin-
gale, (12U division). Special thanks
goes to Mike Ribar who helped coor-
dinate the schedules and umpires
throughout the season.

Tryouts for the 2011 Emerald Neck-
lace season are scheduled as follows:

September 19th

14U 10:00am — 11:30am

12U 12:00pm — 1:30pm

10U 2:00pm — 3:30pm

Saturday, September 25th

10U 10:00am — 11:30am

12U 12:00pm — 1:30pm

14U 2:00pm — 3:30pm

All tryouts are to take place at
Harding Middle School softball field.
Registration is free. EVEN IF YOU
HAVE NEVER PLAYED FASTPITCH
SOFTBALL BEFORE - WE WANT
YOU THERE!!!

Please contact the Lakewood Rec-
reation Department for registration
and questions at 216-529-4081.
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POOCH
PARADE

ONE GAME AT A TIME — Lakewood High School varsity football coach Ron Lewis
addresses his team after a heartbreaking 21 - 17 Sept. 10 non-conference loss at home
to North Olmsted. The LHS Rangers held the lead before a late seconds game-win-
ning Eagles drive sealed their fate.

Saturday, October 16, 2010
(Rain or shine)

Registration begins at 12:30 at
St. Charles Green or register online

Parade Step Off is 2 pm

$10 pre-registration
$15 day of event

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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by William Grimberg

They are at it again! Members of
the West Clinton Block Club are busy
preparing for the 4th Annual West
Walking
Tour, Friday, October 1 and Saturday,
October 2, from 6:00 to 8:45 p.m.,
beginning at Parish Hall, 6205 Detroit
Ave, next to Stockyard Meats.

Having worked on the Historic
Haunts since the beginning, Cathy
Marquardt’s says her favorite memory is
of, “A young neighbor boy volunteering
and having so much fun that he came
back the next year. Worked 10 hours
straight. We do this because we love the
neighborhood.”
munity,” she said about living along the
Detroit Shoreway at Gordon Square.

This year’s lantern-lighted walk-
ing tour will roam the Square visiting

Clinton Historic Haunts

“It’s all about com-

neighborhood porches, parks, churches
and public buildings where actors
from the Near West Theatre will stage
notable, notorious and spooky former
residents and tell real life tales of love,
murder and mayhem. Tours will depart
from Parish Hall every 15 minutes and
last approximately one hour. Children
under 15 are free; admission for adults
is $5. Free parking is available next to,
and across the street from, Parish Hall.

“We did a skit inside the Capitol
Theatre before it was renovated,” said
event volunteer Mark DiDonato. “I
really liked seeing history the way it
was.” This year, actors will once again

LAKE HOUSE CAFE
Deli & Grill

Beautiful View of the Lake
Very Reasonable Prices

Special Entrees
Chicken Parmesan
Tilapia Filets
Lake Perch
Pierogi
Shrimp Primavera

$5.00 OFF!
Bring in this coupon

for $5 off a $30 Purchase or more
or 10% off if less than $30
expires 10/19/10. 1 Coupon per couple

11850 Edgewater Drivel
Lakewood 216-228-5253

www.lakehouse.food.officelive.com

Out And About
Fourth Annual West Clinton Historic Haunts Walking Tour

Actors from the Near West Theatre describe the horrors of Cleveland’s 1918 influenza
pandemic from the porch of what was once a funeral home on Franklin Blvd as part
of the West Clinton Historic Haunts Walking Tour, scheduled this year on Friday,
October 1, and Saturday, October 2, starting at Parish Hall, 6205 Detroit Ave., from

6 to 8:45 p.m.

portray the man who built the Gordon
Square Arcade, including what became
the Capitol Theatre.

Tour Overview

Those joining family, friends, gob-
lins and spirits walking around West
65th and Franklin will hear heirs tell
the tale of headless Robby Malloy who
lost his body on a dark night in the
76th Street tunnel many years ago. Or,
they will be fascinated by Laura Mae
who married into the Corrigan-McK-
inney Steel fortune and then sent rich
Cleveland matrons into shock, horror,
dismay and eventually envy when she
bequeathed Cogswell Hall a sizable
sum ensuring the institution would
continue to serve Gordon Square resi-
dents up to today.

“The tours are a howling good
time,” said Bruce Buchanan, a local
artist who has played undertaker by
creating the event’s cemetery behind
the Rite Aid pharmacy also on West
65th Street. “However,” Buchanan con-
tinued, “Kids and parents also learn
about history: the people, places and
activities that built Cleveland and Gor-
don Square over the years.”

Actors from the Near West The-
atre will perform nine short, spooky
and historic plays written by area resi-
dents and block club members.

In addition to Robby Malloy
and Laura Mae Corrigan, this year’s
vignettes include glimpses of mighty
moguls, local saints and raging infer-
nos of the Hollywood type.

William  Gordon, a 2l-year-

old transplant from New Jersey who
relocated to Cleveland in 1839, authori-
tatively tells how he eventually earned
the title,” Father of the City,” by building
much of Cleveland, including a success-
ful grocery chain, iron-ore facilities and
what is today the Gordon Square Arcade.

The bearded, balding and dis-
tinguished Reverend Hiram Collins
Hayden presides at the dedication of the
Bethany Presbyterian Church on West
Clinton Avenue. A daughter church to
the Old Stone Church on Public Square
where Hayden is pastor, Bethany has
been a cornerstone of community ser-
vices since its inception in 1889.

On the other hand, fires raging
on the Cuyahoga River tell a destruc-
tive history including the first inferno
in 1868, the 1912 blaze involving Rock-
efeller’s Standard Oil Company and the
final 1969 catastrophe that tarnished
Cleveland’s national reputation.

Actors also herald early sustain-
ability in Cleveland by introducing the
fallen hero Lt. Robert J. Meder, whose
family’s Victory Garden explains food
production during World War II. Gar-
dens like the Meder’s are, no doubt,
forerunner to the resurgence of urban
gardens all over Cleveland as residents
reclaim land and dedicate themselves
to sustaining a green Cleveland.

The Historic Haunts Walking Tour
2010 will include light refreshments and
entertainment will be offered at the
end of each tour in the Gordon Square
Arcade, where Historic Haunts partner,
Capitol Theatre, will air a special mid-

Two Dads Do It Right For
Every Member Of The Family

Traditional and Creative Dishes served
Monday thru Saturday 7 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sunday 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Breakfast is served until 11:30 a.m.
Monday thru Frid(:iy,
until 2 p.m. Saturday and Sunday

Vegetarian offerings
Kid's menu

14412 Detroit Ave., Lakewood
216-226-3270 fax 216-226-3271

night showing of “The Phantom of the
Opera” starring Lon Chaney, on Friday,
October 1. Admission is $5.

For more information, call the
DetroitShorewayCommunityDevelop-
ment Organization at (216) 961-4242 or
visit Facebook at http://www.facebook.
com/pages/West-Clinton-Historic-
Haunts-Tour-2010/106115782780352
or search for “West Clinton Historic
Haunts” at facebook or google.com.

4th annual West Clinton Historic
Haunts walking tour

Friday, October 1, and Saturday,
October 2 6 to 8:45 p.m. (walking
tours depart every 15 minutes and last
approximately an hour)

The Parish Hall, 6502 Detroit Ave.,
Cleveland, OH, 44102

Adult admission is $5, no cost for
children 15 and under

Free parking next to Parish Hall

For information, contact Judith
E. Allen at (216) 965 7880, jallenww@
juno.com
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Broadway At The Beck:

Out And About

My Fair Lady

by Lauren Fraley

“What could matter more than
to take a human being and change her
into a different human being?”

No, this quote is not a mistake—
phoeneticist, Professor Higgins (played
with unexpected twists and turns by
Bob Russell in the production of My
Fair Lady currently playing Beck Cen-
ter) says exactly this— “Change her
into a different human being.” Misog-
yny and all, the premise of this musical
is based on George Bernard Shaw’s
Pygmalion, circling around a bet that
Higgins cannot turn a cockney flower
girl into a “lady”—specifically, the
spirited, uninhibited Eliza Doolittle
(played by Wright State senior, Valerie
Reaper). Filled with adorable musical
numbers and a setting that dictates
period-specific spectacle the musical
does exactly what American musical
theatre is often designed to do. Butas a
piece of art, the Beck’s production can
ask us a bigger question: is the social
commentary that was once edgy and
daring in Pygmalion’s 1912 publish-
ing date merely a laughable piece of
history, or can we still take something
away from it today?

Beck Center director, Paul Gur-
gol attempts to use familiar historical
images to aid us in connecting with a
story set in Edwardian London though
it’s miles and decades ago. However, he
forces a tie-in to the British suffrag-

ette movement: though historically
accurate, this touch is jarring in the
context of Eliza’s journey to personal
liberation. More than any other aspect
of this production though, the chorus
stands out, not only for their vocals
performed in the appropriate style of
the Golden Age of Broadway, but care-
fully crafted versatility of character.
This ensemble’s ability to seamlessly
switch from embodying the playful-
ness of the streets of Covent Garden to
the stiff, hollow banality of high soci-
ety, underscores the Pygmalion theme
of reinvention and performance of
identity—a truly timeless idea. Gur-
gol does well to stick to famous bits of
the original production’s choreography
when he does, including the stylized
movement of the race track scene and
whimsical spoon percussion in “Get
me to the Church on Time”, led by Eli-
zas gin-loving father Alfred Doolittle
portrayed by George Roth.

The highlight of the first actis “The
Rain in Spain” (performed by Reaper,
Russell at his most energetic and the
endearing Dana Hart as Colonel Pick-
ering). In this case, the Gurgol’s simple
choreography reads as a spontaneous
celebration thanks to the trio’s ability
to breathe fun and purpose into other-
wise plain steps. After the fun of this
number, it makes it so easy to believe
Eliza’s head in the clouds during “I
Could Have Danced all Night” which

fs in Business

(" Visit Sicily Without Leaving Home )
NUNZIO’g Mon-Sat
—p ', ’ 200y & 29 10 4pm'3-.3oam
T Since 1990 ‘%m Deliveries until 3:30am
Fresh Authentic Italian Cuisine,) }
Pizza * Pasta * Subs * Salads * Wings '@\{ X e Sunday
Now serving S .1
Lakewood, Ron::k‘;/vRivr(;’rI & Fairview Park f‘) . - De’ﬁl ,e’ l"l':sj;zl? zg;am
17615 Detroit Ave. Small Medium  Large PartyTray |:
P\ll 6Cut-9” 8Cut-12"  12Cut-16”  Half Sheet
216'22_8'2_900 Plain $6.25 $7.75 $1025  $11.25 |°
www.nunziospizza.net | 1 item $6.75 $8.50 $11.25 $12.75 3
& 2ltems  $7.25 $9.25 $1225 $1425 |:
OECHS | 3nems  $775  $10.00  $1325  $15.75 |-
tolSenve Altems  $825  $10.75  $14.25  $1725 |
\YoulBetter Deluxe  $8.75  $11.50 $1525 $18.75 |
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20 Years ExtraCheese $0.75  $1.25 $1.75 $2.50
Items: Pepp i, S M , Onions, Green Peppers, Anchovies,

Ham, Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black Olives, Hot Peppers, Ground Meat & Artichoke Hearts
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photo by Kathy Sandham

Higgins teaches Eliza: Bob Russell as Professor Henry Higgins and Valerie Reaper as
Eliza Doolittle in My Fair Lady on the Mackey Main Stage at the Beck Center for the

Arts, September 17 — October 17, 2010.

is our first true glimpse of Reaper’s
transformation from character actor
to ingénue, where she thrives most. In
vocals, poise and charisma, Reaper is
nothing short of “lover-ly”.

Overall, the Beck gives a charm-
ing production with a few surprises.
Whether just to hear Larry Goodpas-
ter’s consistently impressive orchestra
play a catchy score, to have a couple
chuckles or to contemplate the social
circumstances of the world of the play,
head out to get your tickets, or at the
very least, be sure to drive by the Beck’s
window display of Sarah Russell’s
stunning costumes!

Whether My Fair Lady intrigues
you, offends you or just plain enter-
tains you, extend you experience at
the theatre with further reading or
viewing available at Lakewood Public
Library—

* A damned serious business : my
life in comedy by Rex Harrison

Autobiography by the
nal Professor Higgins. Bet you didn’t
know he cried in his dressing room on
opening night because he was so unac-
customed to singing with an orchestra
(Ever wonder why Higgins’ song lyrics
are spoken rather than sung?)

origi-

* The Shape of Things by Neil Lab-
ute

(Only DVD available at Lakewood
Public Library)

A contemporary play based on the
Pygmalion story—with gender rever-
sal. Imagine a female Henry Higgins
who’s an artist, not phoeneticist, add
some complex relationships, quick
dialogue and you’ve got Labute’s The
Shape of Things.

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Lakewood Community Festi

House Tour Shows Off Lakewood Style

The biennial Lakewood Historical Society Home & Garden tour was Sunday,
September 12. It was a perfect day with over 1400 attendees enjoying 6 private resi-
dences and The Nicholson House located throughout Lakewood, Ohio. For over 30
photos taken during the day of tour visit The Lakewood Observer Photo Gallery at
http://www.lakewoodobserver.com/photoblogs.

photo by Mel Page

Gaynell Mellino (second from left) out enjoying the tour with friends. She had quite the
night before as the Mellinos hosted the House Tour Patron Party. Thank you to all our
gracious homeowners for sharing their homes with us.

Grace Lutheran Church volunteer showing off stuffed cabbage, a favorite Eastern European
food sold every year at this festival.

photo by Mel Page

At the Nicholson House, Grant Elementary students of the Discovery Program displayed their
project on Lakewood’s earliest settlers. The project included researching and making a movie
with help from Lakewood Historical Society Executive Director, Mazie Adams. Pictured here are
students, Danny McCloskey and Gibson Burns.

Johnny Pastirik (in middle) who coordi- Greg Popovich, chair of the children’s
nated the musical entertainment for the games, and members of the Popovich
festival, with The Rat Pack, who sing fa- family.

vorites of Frank Sinatra and Dean Martin.

photo by Ruthy Davis

What a beautiful day for walking around Lakewood.

Over 300 showed up for fun and good food at Got Green. Here is Schoolboard President Lakewood middle school students checking out the children’s games area held on the soc-
Betsy Shaugnessy, with Susan Grimberg, Got Green planer Jerry Hogner, and Mike Loje. cer field.

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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al / Got Green / Home Tour

Festival Brings Community Together For Fun And Food

Story and photos by Mel Page

The Lakewood Community Festival in its 23rd year at Madison Park, was held on
Saturday, September 11. The park was full with family-friendly activities, live musical
entertainment for an audience of all ages. There was local food and fun from over sixty
churches, organizations, and local businesses. At least 3,000 people were out to enjoy
the festival that has become tradition for many Lakewood residents. I was thrilled to
be part of the Community Festival Committee this year to learn about all the hard
work and care that goes into putting this event together. I've met some outstanding
Lakewood residents and talented people and am humbled by the neighborly and wel-
coming atmosphere that the festival provides. To anyone who had anything to do with
putting this event together and to everyone who attended and said hello to friends old
and new “Thank You”. Thanks to the Lakewood Observer for publishing some of the
day I was able to capture in photos.

For over sixty photos of the festival visit the Lakewood Observer online Photo Gal-
leries right on the front page of www.lakewoodobserver.com.

Nicole Flagg, owner of Beshe boutique on Madison Ave., stops at the Steel Valley Credit
Union booth for balloons for the kids.

Trinity Lutheran Church volunteer giving information on its free lead testing program
held this month.

Four generations of the Atkins family from Lauderdale Ave. who enjoy coming to the festival.

Kids lining up for a race during the children’s games.

Friends showing off their face paintings
having a good time at the festival.

Polka Pirates started out the musical line
up entertainment.

Mother and daughter walking over to the
festival.

Transfiguration (Old St. Cyril) Church volunteers working hard serving food.

Lakewood City employees worked hard
behind the scenes all weekend doing
their part to make sure the festival ran

The kids loved the bubble making activity. smoothly.

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Lakewoodites At Work

“Pm All In” Local Man Plays The World Series Of Poker

by Patty Harkenrider

“I'm all in.”

And with those three words, my
heart sank to my stomach. My hands
covered my mouth. The determination
and concentration of the past week and
a half had come to a head, and I was
about to find out if I should start pack-
ing.

Welcome to the 2010 World Series
of Poker.

My husband, Dan, has been play-
ing poker since college. He has been
playing Texas Holdem since he met
Chris Moneymaker. Chris was fresh
off his 2003 World Series of Poker
Main Event win, when he and Dan met
in 2004. Moneymaker, an accountant
from Tennessee, won his seat into the
$10,000 buy-in event from a $39 sat-
ellite. His winning the Main Event,
and the $2.5 million dollars that went
along with it, caused the “Money-
maker Effect.” Every average Joe that
ever played cards believed that they too
could get to and win the World Series
of Poker, my husband included.

So how does a father of 2 from
Lakewood, Ohio get to the World
Series of Poker?

An understanding wife.

And 11 other guys.

Dan plays in a poker league with
11 other guys. A good group from all
walks of life. Twice a month they get
together to play Texas Holdem in the

basement of the home of one of the

guys who also has an understanding
wife. Each week they would accumu-
late points based on how they finished
that evening, and the guy with the
most points at the end of 5 months
would win a seat to the World Series of
Poker’s $10,000 Main Event.

Dan won. Here is where I reiter-
ate that he won the seat. We don’t have
$10,000 just sitting around collect-
ing dust. I shook the tree out back. It
refuses to rain money.

So, while many were nursing their
July 4th fireworks hangovers, Dan was
on a plane to Las Vegas.

The Main Event was being played

Twin Engine The Band

continued from page 1

did a great job, it was sometimes
difficult to hear as the crowd, too,
sang all the words loud and clear.
Throughout the set, without notice
or delay, Justice and Kent switched
bass, Michaela to the keyboard,
Christopher to the acoustic guitar
and Kent to harmonica — they truly
engulfed the audience with vari-
ety. In addition to the instruments,
Twin Engine did a great job mix-
ing the tunes from current hits to a
few classic favorites — ending the set
with their trifecta which includes
their version of American Girl and

Crazy Train.

With the event being held on
Sept. 11, Patriots Day, the band felt
it very important to recognize and
honor those who serve our country.
With that in mind, the night ended
with a solid rendition of Lee Green-
wood’s “God Bless the USA,” which
included an American flag rising
during the song. It was the perfect
ending to a great night of fun, good
food and great music - and for a
great cause.

Rozi's Wine House

CELEBRATING OUR. 7lst YEQR!
FOUR GENERQATIONS STRONA!

More than 150 gift ideas on site everyday!
Great ideas for everyone on your Gift List!

Weekly
Tasting
Every
Saturday!

at the Rio. Because of the large amount
of entrants, (over 7,300), play was
broken up into two rooms. The tourna-
ment started July 5th, and would wrap
up almost 2 weeks later, with 9 players
that will play for the title in November.

Everyone starts with $30,000
worth of chips. After Day 1, Dan had
just over 31,000 chips. The end of day
2, he fared a bit better, ending the night
with 51,000 chips. At this point, he
had been in Vegas 6 days. I flew in to
watch day 2, but found that the mini
blender he bought me to mix drinks
for the pool held a bit more interest.
Don’t get me wrong, I was there to
support my husband. But standing for
10 hours, craning my neck to see if he
won a hand, was not my cup of tea. So
I hit the pool. If he busted out, he knew
where he could find me!

Day 3 went by without much fan
fare. He ended the day with a little over
111,000 in chips. We were now on to
day 4. By this time, the once mighty
field of over 7,300 was down to 1,203
players. Day 4 was a big day, as it was
pay day. Up to this point, no one had
been paid. The fruits of their labor
would start when the field was whittled
down to 747. Dan was gunning for a
pay day along with everyone else.

So Day 4 began like the others.
We drove from our hotel room to the
Rio. I took the obligatory picture of
Dan walking the steps to where all the
action was, and after finding his seat, I
took off for the pool. Play began around
noon, and it was sometime after 3 that
I received a text from him telling me he
was on the ESPN feature table. I don’t
think I ever left a pool faster.

The ESPN feature table was one
of 2 feature tables. It’s just like you see
on television. Plenty of lights, cameras
and action. At Dan’s table were 4-5
professional poker players. Dan started
day 4 with $154,000 in chips. The aver-
age chip stack was just over $380,000.
I guess you could say he was short-
stacked. But, he was still in. Plenty
of big names had already busted out,
including his friend and mentor, Mon-
eymaker. Dan’s dream was still alive
and so was the dream for the 11 guys
in his poker league. You see, if Dan got
paid, they all got paid. The more money
Dan made, the more money they made.

“I'm all in.” I stood on the catwalk

watching the action. Dan had to last 3
more players to make it to the money
and he just said, “I'm all in.” What the
hell was he thinking?! Does he not real-
ize momma wants a new pair of shoes?
And another drink!

And so the action unfolded. Dan
showed his A-K, to the other guy’s
pocket Q’s. Oh, this did not look good.
The flop (the next 3 cards) came down
with no help to anyone. The next card
was also no help. So there we were,
Dan with his head in his hands, and
me screaming from the catwalk for an
Ace. The next card would either send
Dan and me packing, putting an end to
the dream, and any new shoes, or give
us at least one more day in Vegas! The
tension was unbearable. It seemed like
forever before they turned that fifth
card, and when they did...

King! Dan won the hand! He
would live to see another hand, and
more importantly, he would make it
to the money. I screamed like a mad-
woman, ran from the catwalk and
jumped on Dan. I could feel his heart
beating through his chest. It’s amazing
that you never hear about people hav-
ing heart attacks at the event. Dan was
in a daze and fortunately for him, and
the other 11 guys he was playing for, it
was dinner break.

Dan finished Day 4 with a chip
stack of $154,000. He would go into Day
5, knowing he was in the money, know-
ing he had succeeded, but also knowing
he was definitely short stacked. The
average chip count amongst the 566
players left was just over one million.
Dan had some ground to make up.

Dan hung around day 5. I kept
my eye on the update board. As play-
ers dropped, the amount of money
Dan was bringing home went up. At
the dinner break, there were about 300
people left out of the original 7,300.

As Dan and I ate dinner at In and
Out Burger, I could sense the end was
near. He chip count was low, and he
had to make a move. We returned from
the dinner break, and with the heat of
the Las Vegas strip beating down on us,
made what was to be our last trip up
the steps to the Rio.

Three hands following the din-
ner break, Dan went all in with pocket
9’s. One of the guys calling him had
A-K. A-K won again. Unfortunately,
Dan was not holding them. And so,
just as he had walked into the poker
hall, he walked out. But this time we
had an escort. Security walked us to
the “money room,” where Dan signed
some papers and then was asked if he’d
like his winnings in cash or check. I
looked at the guy next to us stuffing his
winnings into the front pockets of his
jeans, and I said, “Check, please.” Call
me crazy, but I didn’t think $41,976
would fit in our pants.

Dan finished 289th out of 7,319
entrants.

Dan appeared on ESPN, Tuesday,
September 14th between 9-11pm as the
network aired some of the action that
took place over the summer.

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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CNonthwesterly

A Bloomfield Senior Living Community

Ohio’s Premier Senior Living Community Now Under New Ownership!

Northwesterly is designed
for senior adults who
wish to maintain their

independence, but may
require assistance with
daily living. Our family is
committed to your family to
ensure a safe and secure
environment for
all residents.

Northwesterly is now family owned and operated.
The Bloomfield Senior Living family has been providing
personalized service and platinum care to seniors for over 40 years.

Community Features Included Personalized Additional Personalized

» Affordable monthly rentals & Services Services
no bgy—in fees * 3 meals served daily * Daily living assistance
Spacious one bedroom suites Snacks & beverages » Personalized service plan -
Activ.ity & computer centers 24-hour support staff 4 levels of care
Media & game rooms On-site Licensed Practical Nurses Medication management
D.|n|ng room Initial & continual assessments Mobility & escort services
Bistro Medical evaluations Incontinence care
Complimentary laundry Full activity calendar Pharmacy services
facilities Exercise & wellness programs Special dietary needs
B.eauty salon Apartment maintenance Catheter & ostomy care
Library Transportation Memory & cognitive monitoring
Chapel Utilities Diabetic care
Pet friendly Emergency response programs Wound care
Outdoor courtyard, patio & & Much more Individual status checks

. Mgargen area & Much more
uch more

Come Meet Your New Neighbors & Join Us For A Complimentary Lunch

Northwesterly Assisted Living Community

1341 Marlowe Ave.

Lakewood, OH 44107 B
216-927-4395

www.northwesterly.com SENIOR LIVING

BLOOMFIELD

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Lakewood Cares

First Annual “Singing For Survivors” Karaoke Fundraiser

by Charmaine J. Davis

AITA Entertainment would like
to thank Lakewood and surround-
ing Cleveland-area communities for
their support of the 1st Annual “Sing-
ing for Survivors” Karaoke Fundraiser,
Wednesday, September 8 at Around
the Corner Café.

Attendance reached approximately
35 supporters throughout the evening,
with the amount raised totaling $235
- to go directly towards the Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society’s annual Light
the Night Walk (LTN) campaign. Sup-
porters enjoyed singing their favorite
tunes and winning great prizes such as
a $50 gift card to Walmart and game

tickets for The Cleveland Indians.

We would also like to thank the
following sponsors for making this
event possible: Around the Corner
Café, Cleveland Improv Comedy Club
and Restaurant, Karen Bloomingdale
of Avon, Pickwick and Frolic Restau-
rant and Club — Home to Hilarities
4th Street Theater, The Cleveland Indi-
ans and Walmart. Special thanks to
Ron and Karen of Karaoke Korner in
Elyria for providing the karaoke enter-
tainment throughout the evening and
making this, the first of many events
and, a great experience for all!

AITA Entertainment was estab-
lished on August 8, 2009 — created

Charmaine J. Davis - AIIA Entertain-
ment CEO/LLS Volunteer (Left) and
Sheri Kellner - Campaign Manager,
LLS Light the Night Walk (Right)

to provide excellent vocal talent for
weddings, special events and talent

Recovery Resource Opens Adolescent Treatment Program

by Charlotte Rerko

As a resident of the City of
Lakewood, [ am pleased to announce the
recent opening of Recovery Resources
Adolescent Treatment Program in
Lakewood. The Adolescent Treatment
Program provides intensive outpatient
treatment for those aged 12 to 18 who
have been diagnosed substance abuse
or dependent. The ribbon-cutting will
take place on Tuesday, Sept. 28 from 4
to 6 p.m. at Recovery Resources’ offices,
14805 Detroit Rd., Suite 200, Lakewood,
OH 44107. Light refreshments will be
served compliments of Root Café and
Elmwood Home Bakery.

Prior to Recovery Resources pro-
viding the adolescent program, there
were few options of drug and/or alco-

hol treatment for this population living
on the far west side of Cleveland.

In the past year, about one fifth
of young adults aged 18 to 25 needed
treatment for alcohol or illegal drug
use, but less than one tenth of them
received treatment at a specialty facil-
ity, according to the 2009 National
Household Survey on Drug Abuse.

Intensive outpatient treatment
is the preferred method of treatment
for adolescents. Family involvement is
essential because the disease impacts
not only the adolescent, but also the
entire family.

The first step in treatment is an
assessment, which is used to iden-
tify the specific needs of the teen.
Treatment consists of three inten-

sive outpatient treatment sessions per
week after school hours, facilitated by
a trained and licensed adolescent ther-
apist. In addition to group treatment,
teens receive individual counseling,
family counseling and random drug
screenings.

For more information about the
program, contact Minda Brown-Jara-
millo, LISW-S at 216-431-4171 x1115.

Recovery Resources is a 55-year-
behaviorial health agency with a mission
to help people triumph over mental
illness, alcoholism, drug and other
addictions. We serve more than 13,000
clients annually with referrals from more
than 270 agencies and professionals in
Northeast Ohio. To learn more, visit
WWW.IECOVer y-resources.org.

Shop For A Cause, Shop For CCLAS

by Dawn Pyne

Do you love animals? Do you love
shopping? You can satisfy both these
loves at the upcoming Macy’s Shop-
for-a-Cause event on October 16, as
Citizens Committee for a Lakewood
Animal Shelter (CCLAS) is participat-
ing in this year’s event for the second
time due to the success last year!

As an active retailer for commu-
nity causes, Macy’s has partnered for
years with non-profit organizations
from around the country to raise more
than $28 million for their ongoing
charitable efforts.

The details are simple. For a chari-

table donation of $5.00, you will receive
exclusive all-day savings storewide up
to 25% off on a wide assortment of
merchandise (as well as an extra-spe-
cial offer for selected departments).
Macy’s will provide CCLAS these spe-
cial Shopping Passes to sell for $5 each,
and CCLAS will get to keep 100 percent
of the proceeds to go towards aiding in
the adoption of abandoned cats and
dogs, as well as advocacy on behalf of
animals and responsible pet owner-
ship in the Lakewood community. We
have over 100 shopping passes to sell by
October 16. If we sell all of our passes,
we would raise about $500 — that

A diverse
community
for Christian

worship,
education,
fellowship &

would go toward the spay or neuter of
14 adopted animals from our shelter!

If you're interested in making a
$5.00 contribution to the CCLAS and
receiving one of these exclusive all-day
Macy’s shopping passes, please contact
the CCLAS board at cclaspets@gmail.
com, or attend the upcoming October
Member’s meeting at the Lakewood
Public Library on Tuesday, October 5th
at 7:00 p.m.

showcases; to enhance lives through
quality musical experience — through
mind, body and spirit; to build long-
lasting relationships with clients and
supporters — leaving the feeling of
fulfillment and gratification with per-
forming a great musical piece. AIIA
Entertainment accomplishes its mis-
sion by placing a high value on a
mission and vision driven by its cli-
ents’ expectations. Its success depends
on how effectively AIIA Entertainment
meets the needs of its clients, by ensur-
ing that they are number one!

The Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society (LLS) is the world’s largest vol-
untary health organization dedicated
to funding blood cancer research and
providing education and patient ser-
vices. Founded in 1949, LLS is relentless
in pursuit of their mission: Cure leuke-
mia, lymphoma, Hodgkin’s disease and
myeloma, and improve the quality of
life of patients and their families. The
Light the Night Walk is LLS’s annual
fundraising walk and the nation’s night
to pay tribute and bring hope to people
battling cancer. In 2009, the LTN Walk
raised more than $39 million nation-
ally for research and patient services.

If you have any questions about
the event or about AITA Entertain-
ment, please contact Charmaine J.
Davis at (216) 370-7855 or visit www.
AITAEnt.com. For more information
on LLS and the Light the Night Walk,
contact Sheri Kellner at (216) 910-1217
or visit www.lls.org/noh. Register your
LTN Walk team today at www.light-
thenight.org/noh.

Pét 'Foo&s

& Treats

service.

e 9am Worship v '.
¢ Childrens Sunday School/  Visit our
Nursery during worship 50¢I5‘/§VBVCAI 00050 THBII:T

(In the basement)

ues & Sat e 1-4pm

& gently used infants

& plus size clothing,

accessories, housewares,
12501 Lake Ave. toys & small electronics.
Lakewood Nice selection of Halloween
216-521-7424 é costumes & decorations.

www.coveumc.org —

e Adult Sunday School ; ROOM
following worship ‘

e Bible Study Monday nights

e Communion 1st Sunday of
every month.

/ Clothing - Shoes - Small Household ltems - Toys\

Gently used, donated items, available for free

The SDA Community Service Center

Tuesdays 9am - 11am and Thursdays 5pm - 7pm

Lakewood Seventh-Day Adventist Church
1382 Arthur Avenue (behind Taco Bell)
Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Phone: 216-221-5941 (please call ahead)

inliate of Lakewood Christian Service Center
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Lakewood Business

Lakewood Chamber of Commerce Hosts

Beautiful Homes & Beautiful Businesses Awards Breakfast

by Valerie Mechenbier

Keep Lakewood Beautiful hon-
ored the winners of the 2010 Beautiful
Homes and Beautiful Business Awards
on September 17, 2010. This year’s awards
breakfast, co-sponsored by The Salem
Team of Howard Hanna and Cleveland
Home Title, was held at Brennan’s Banquet
Center and was hosted by The Lakewood
Chamber of Commerce. Keep Lakewood
Beautiful has bestowed a Beautiful Home
Award to one home in each elementary
school district in Lakewood for the past
26 years. The Beautiful Business Award

Revelations Salon & Spa, 15620 Detroit Ave.

category was established 16 years ago, and
awards are given to three business or non-
residential properties in the subcategories
of: Large Building, Small Building, and
Front Door/Back Door.

This year’s Keep Lakewood Beauti-
ful awards breakfast was an exceptional

McGorray Hanna Funeral Home,
14133 Detroit Ave

opportunity to highlight not only the
creativity and design talent of Lakewood
homeowners and businesses, but also
to recognize the financial investments
that have been made in their respective
properties. Keep Lakewood Beautiful
and The Lakewood Chamber of Com-
merce welcomed the opportunity to
thank the award winners for the contri-
butions they have made toward making
Lakewood a more beautiful place to live,
work, and play.
2010 Beautiful Homes Award Winners
1478 Lakeland Ave.

Grant School District
1481 Clarence Ave.

Harrison School District
2066 Lakeland Ave.

Hayes School District
17216 Edgewater Dr.

Lincoln School District

LaBella Cupcakes
Grand Opening!

Little girl tastes cupcakes

by Laura Williams

Have you heard about LaBella
Cupcakes
If not, once you stop by, you’ll be
instantly addicted.

Located at 15208
Avenue in Lakewood,
transformed a once vacant storefront
into a simple yet chic cupcake bak-
ery. By supporting green initiatives,
they’ve installed energy saving equip-
ment and use cupcake wrappers that
have been printed on recycled paper
with soy ink.

Just one taste of their moist

coming to Lakewood?

Madison
the owners

& flavorful cupcakes topped with
fluffy homemade buttercream, and
you’ll see why they’ve been voted
Cleveland’s best gourmet cupcakes

by their customers. And if that’s not
enough, each cupcake is delicately
surrounded by a beautiful cupcake
wrapper. It’s unlike anything you’ve

ever seen, and unlike any cupcake
you've ever tasted.

Brides, moms-to-be, party plan-
ners and anyone who loves a delicious
cupcake is encouraged to stop by.

Garﬁeld Middle School, 13114 Detroit Ave.

1237 Arlington Rd.

Horace Mann School District
1630 Olivewood Ave.

Roosevelt School District
13908 Edgewater Dr.

Emerson School District
2010 Beautiful Business Award Winners
Front Door / Back Door Award:
Revelations Salon & Spa, 15620 Detroit Ave.
Small Building Award:
McGorray Hanna Funeral Home,
14133 Detroit Ave.

Large Building Award:
Garfield Middle School, 13114 Detroit Ave.

Did You Know?

A national study concluded that con-
sumers are 63% more likely to buy
goods and services from a company
that is a member of the local Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Chamber Business Spotlight:
Aladin’s TV, LLC

Aladin’s TV,

LLC is your local

Installation and

Service Provider for

DirecTV. Our mission at Aladin’s TV
is clear: To provide the best TV expe-
rience, backed by reliable customer
service. As a member of the Lakewood
Chamber of Commerce, and resident
of Lakewood, we are always look-
ing for ways to help benefit and serve

the community. Call us today at
1-877-805-7222 for new installations,
referrals and service calls and mention
PROMO CODE: OBSERVER to receive
$50in Aladin’s TV promotion. Now get
over 150 channels for only $2999 for 12
months. Thank you for choosing Ala-
din’s TV. We appreciate your business.

Aladin’s TV, LLC joined the Cham-
ber in August of 2010.

Lakewood Chamber of Commerce

Upcoming Events

September, 28 — Tuesday 5:30-7pm
Business After Hours - Lakewood YMCA

October, 15 - Friday 11:30am

Lunch Meeting — Candidates Forum - St. Gregory’s Byzantine Hall

October, 21 — Thursday 5:30-7pm

Business After Hours - Holiday Inn Cleveland-Airport
For more information, go to: www.lakewoodchamber.org

Laura Williams, owner of LaBella
Cupcakes, will personally sit down
with you to help you plan and pick
out the perfect cupcake and wrapper
for your special event.

With weekly specials, and many
flavors to choose from, we’re sure that
you will enjoy your visit and will come
back again to try another flavor.

SAVE THESE DATES

www.LiveWellLakewood.org

Support
NATURE’S BIN 5K RUN & 1 mi WALK e October 2 At Lakewood Park- Reg. 8AM

See us at...

Fun Run: 8:45AM, 5K: 9:15AM

lakewoodjuniors@gmail.com

Junior Womens' Club Pumpkin Run
Lakewood Park, Sunday, October 31

For more information to register contact:

LWL Ladies' Night
New! "Just Us Image Consulting-
Local Businesses and more!
City Hall Auditorium
Wednesday, November 10, 6-9PM

K. Analytical Services Inc.

Helping you plug into the future!

Computer Sales and Services
Custom Built Desktops, Laptaps and Servers
Network Solutions

Telecommunications
Telephones, Wireless and Cable Networking
Residential and Commercial

Graphic and Web Design Services
Consumer Electronic Sales

Mention this ad and receive a 7% discount
on your next purchase or service.

Ph.216.021.7302  Fx.216.521.1417

Improved website coming soon!

www.R-Analytical-Services.com

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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911 Driving School Is Coming To Lakewood High School

by Beth Kelly

Most of us who drive have (hope-
fully) taken and passed some sort of driver
education program, whether in school or
privately. And, with diligence to obeying
traffic laws and practicing good driving
tactics, and perhaps a large dose of luck,
will hopefully never have any reason to
visit with a traffic cop or, worse, end up
in traffic court or, worse still, the hospi-
tal because of some violation. But these
things happen. And to avoid them, who
better to learn good driving skills from
than that same police officer?

911 Driving School, a driving
instruction school staffed exclusively
with police officers as classroom and
behind-the-wheel instructors, opened
its first Ohio franchise in Rocky River
this past January. On October 11,
the 911 instructors will begin teach-
ing after school at Lakewood High
School. The State of Ohio requires
teens to attend 24 hours of classroom
driving instruction. This six-week ses-
sion will be taught in 2-hour classes
meeting twice weekly in a classroom of
Lakewood High School, 14100 Frank-
lin Blvd, Lakewood, Ohio 44107.

911 Driving School is the only
driver’s education program in North-
east Ohio taught exclusively by police
officers. Instructors come from several
west side departments, including many
from Lakewood. Parents who support
the school’s ideals requested classes at
their schools to make driving instruc-
tion fit more conveniently into their
busy schedules. The school worked
diligently to honor this request, by
seeking approval from the schools and
the Ohio Department of Public Safety.

Police officers as uniquely quali-
fied instructors

As active-duty and recently retired
police officers, 911 Driving School
instructors are highly trained in every
aspect of controlling a vehicle. They
can teach the latest in defensive driving
techniques and are always up-to-date
on current traffic laws.

Since police officers are the first to
respond to traffic accidents, they see
first-hand the result of poor driving
skills - collisions and injuries. Accord-
ing to the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, the number
one killer of teens in this country is

From left, Officer Steve Spaetzel, Owner Mike Kelly, COO Tom Spagnoletti, Officer
Pat Fiorilli, Officer Pat Foye, Officer Anne Kennedy

motor vehicle crashes, accounting for
one in three deaths in this age group.
“A well-trained driver is the best pre-
vention,” says Mike Kelly, owner of 911
Driving School in Rocky River.

“Police officers have a vested inter-
est in producing safe drivers,” Kelly
explains. “They are eager to prevent
accidents and are not motivated to sim-
ply push teens through the program
and hand out certificates. 911 instruc-
tors deliver proper classroom and
in-car training and insist each student
truly master safe driving techniques.”

With so many distractions today, it
is more important than ever that teens
come out of their driver’s education
classes with more than just a piece of
paper. “Devices such as iPods and cell
phones have led to more moving vio-
lations and accidents with catastrophic
consequences,” Kelly says. “Kids need
real skills and an understanding of
the responsibilities that go along with
operating a motor vehicle. With police
officers as their driving instructors,
teens gain an appreciation for the seri-
ousness of the undertaking.”

It’s all about safety: instructors,
vehicles, teaching methods, facilities

The desired learning outcomes
require a safe, secure environment
— both in the car and in the class-
room. Because children should never
have to worry about their health and
safety during classroom and in-car
instruction, 911 Driving School hires
only police officers who have had dis-
tinguished careers and have been
recognized for their ability to inter-
act with teens. Children are never

alone with an instructor and parents
can request male or female behind-
the-wheel instructors. A policy of two
students per drive provides the added
benefit of eight hours of observation
time, so students gain more knowledge
from in-the-car instruction.

Vehicle safety and reliability are
critical as well. Students of 911 Driving
School learn to drive in new Volkswa-
gen Jettas or Golfs — which received the
top rating in their class by the National
Highway Safety Institute. They are
clearly identified as 911 Driving School
automobiles with police officer instruc-
tors, which results in a higher level of
respect from other drivers. “Behind-
the-wheel” time is safer because of this.

Additionally, 911’
focuses on teaching teens to drive in a
manner that fosters gradual skill devel-

curriculum

opment. Behind-the-wheel instruction
coincides with the classroom schedule,

ensuring that lessons are applied as
learned rather than weeks or months
after the classroom sessions have ended.

911 Driving School’s prominent
location also fosters a sense of security.
The new state-of-the-art training facil-
ity is conveniently located in the heart
of downtown Rocky River. Class space is
bright and comfortable, and parents are
welcome to spend time there, observing
their children as they learn and interact
with instructors. Parking is close to the
building and well-lit in the evening.

Police and teens join forces

Parents see police officers as pro-
tectors and outstanding members of the
community who put their lives on the line
every day. But too often teens view police
officers as authority figures and adversar-
ies. At 911 Driving School, police officers
and students get to know each other in
a positive learning environment. This
interaction is rewarding for students and
parents as well as the officers.

About 911 Driving Schools

Founded in 2004 in Washington,
911 Driving Schools offer driver’s edu-
cation programs taught by active and
retired police officers through 17 inde-
pendently owned franchises in four
states. Located at 19353 Detroit Road,
the Rocky River facility is open 12:00
- 9:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday,
and offers flexible scheduling, includ-
ing Sunday classes, to accommodate
extracurricular activities

For more information, visit
www.911drivingschool.com.

Save $50

On a Heating Tune-Up/
Safety Inspection
Now $104

Mention this discount when scheduling.
Standard tune-up allows for 45 minutes
of labor; parts and labor for repairs
additional. Coupon must be presented
to technician. Coupon valid during
normal working hours M-F 8:00-3:30.
Not valid with any other discount.
Pricing based on single system.

Expires 12/31/10

Bonded * Insured
OH LIC #24462

HEATING / COOLING / PLUMBING / BOILERS

Specializing in Steam and Hot Water Systems

2277 Lee Road
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Hannheatingcooling.com

Call 216-932-9755
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Politics / Opinion

The President Of The United States

by Christa Eckert Blum

When I left my Lakewood home
early in the morning on September
8th to attend a Russian class on Tri-C’s
Western Campus, I had no idea what
lay in store. I knew President Obama
would be on campus at 2 p.m. to give a
speech, but I had been told by a friend
that admittance was by invitation only,
and I wouldn’t get in. Nevertheless, I
canceled my afternoon piano lesson,
just in case. As an immigrant, I had
never been in close proximity to a U.S.
President. I breezed through my Rus-
sian class, remembering all the phrases
I had learned as a child from my Rus-
sian grandmother. Then, around noon,
I went to the business office to get my
Tri-C photo ID, grabbed some lunch in
the cafeteria, and went to the bookstore
for my required Russian text.

Through the wide expanse of the
bookstore windows, I could see the
invited guests arriving at the Rec-
reation Center, where the President
would give his speech. “I wonder if
we’ll see the President,” I said out loud
to no one in particular at the check-
out. Just then, a well-dressed Tri-C

staff member came into the bookstore
and announced, “If anyone wants to
see and hear President Obama, bring
your Tri-C ID and follow me!” I had
just gotten my ID twenty minutes ago!
What a break. I dropped my textbook
on a counter--I could buy it later. This
was my chance to see the President of
the United States.

I followed the staff member to the
door where there was already a small
group of students and staff waiting to
see the President. We had to line up
about 100 yards from the double-door
entrance. We were not allowed to bring
in any backpacks or purses, so one of
the students from my Russian class ran
back inside to leave his bookbag in the
library. The security guard stopped
him and said he could not leave the
bag unattended, so he had to run back
inside to lock it up. I hurried to my
parked car nearby and locked up my
bag. More students arrived and another
staff member counted off groups of
ten people and sent them to the main
doors. I wondered whether my class-

mate would make it back in time.
Finally my turn came. I showed my

Letter To The Editor

newly acquired ID and went through
the metal detector without any bells
going off. I followed the hundred or so
students down the shiny hallway into
the gymnasium. The place was already
filled with invited guests who sat on
risers behind the speaker’s podium.
The main floor was filled with people
sitting on metal folding chairs. Along
the wall, another platform was occu-
pied by reporters, with camera and
video personnel aiming huge lenses at
the speaker’s podium.

The volunteer ushers found seats
for us. I was seated between two young
women, Jennifer and Anne. They had
activated their cell phones for a quick
photo shoot, but Jen’s battery was low.
She leaned over to Anne and asked her
to please take a lot of photos of Obama
for her, too. Later I saw my classmate
come down the aisle just in time. The
clicking of cameras and buzz of con-
versations quieted down. The audience
was asked to stand. The preliminaries
began with the Pledge of Allegiance
and the National Anthem, “Oh, say can
you see ...” Yes, we could see the star-
spangled banner at the podium.

Excitement mounted. While we
were still standing, the Rev. Otis Moss,
Jr., stepped to the lectern and told us
to hold hands with our neighbors as
he began to pray eloquently for our
nation. Many echoed the final “Amen”.
We sat down. The crowd was quiet, so
quiet that I was startled when I heard
a loud voice boom over the public
address system:

“Ladies and Gentlemen...the Presi-
dent of the United States.” I had goose
bumps. The crowd rose to their feet
and whistled and clapped for quite a
while as President Obama made his
entrance. After that, everyone sat down
and I had a good view of the President,
except when people in front of me
jumped up. I heard and understood the
speech and could identify with his ref-
erence to his grandparents’ morals and
work ethic. After his speech, there was
a lot of hand-shaking and more photo
opportunities. Security was tight get-
ting out of the parking lot, but I did not
mind. I had seen the President and will
pray for him as well as for my adopted
country. God bless the U.S.A. Amen.

Obama’s Speech to Students:
What’s Wrong With Excelling Academically And Treating Each Other With Kindness And Respect?

by Lyz Bly

Tuesday, September 14, 2010

Dear Editor,

Today President Obama gave his
second annual televised speech to
students from Masterman School in
Philadelphia. Yesterday, I — like all
parents of Lakewood Public School stu-
dents — received a voicemail message
from school administration informing
me that the president’s speech would
be screened in district classrooms at
1:00 p.m., and that any parent who did
not want their child to view the speech
could be assured that their child would
be taken to an alternate space.*

At first, this message confused me.
As the school year begins, I thought to
myself, what parent would object to a
message from the president about the
importance of education and citizen-
ship? Then I remembered news reports
from last year, in which right wing con-
servatives asserted that Obama was
going to indoctrinate children with his
“socialist” political agenda. Upon real-
izing that school administrators were
perpetuating the “Obama=socialist”
discourse created by extremist conser-
vatives, I called Superintendent Joseph
Madak’s office to ask him why the
administration chose to perpetuate this
ridiculousness with a mass voicemail to
every parent of a Lakewood City School
student. Madak was out of town, but my
call was returned by Mark Gleichauf,
Director of Teaching and Learning.

As a historian and a gender/critical
race theory scholar, I peppered Glei-
chauf with a number of questions: As a
powerful apparatus for creating knowl-
edge and shaping students’ and parents’

worldview, wasn’t the school adminis-
tration perpetuating the ungrounded
accusation that Obama might say
something controversial? What would
administrators have risked in not offer-
ing an optional space for parents who
didn’t want to “expose” their children
to the president of the United States
- angry calls from parents (which, inci-
dentally, he was fielding anyway)? Law
suits? Furthermore, in the future, how
will they decide which activities should
have alternative spaces available for
families who disagree with the politi-
cal or religious ideology that is put forth
(allegedly or otherwise)?

While Gleichauf was sympathetic
and professional, he was unable to
answer my questions; our conversation
left me wondering how such decisions
are made and by whom. Lakewood
is a bastion of Democrats, and even
socially and politically “radical” folks.
It's home to Congressman Dennis
Kucinich’s local office and a thriving
community of hip, left-leaning, eco-
conscious, tattoo-sporting moms and
dads — if our school administrators
are sending mass voicemails offer-
ing options for extreme conservatives
who don’t want their children exposed
to their president, what must be hap-
pening in bastions of white-bread
conservatism like Strongsville?

Finally, if we’re going to start listing
potentially controversial school activi-
ties, I've got plenty of things to add to
the list. How about these for starters:

1. An alternate route past the
Christmas tree that is situated at the
entrance of my daughter’s (Emerson)
elementary school (for all students who

are not Christian and/or do not cele-
brate Christmas).

2. Alternative activities/space
when artwork with Christmas and Eas-
ter themes are on the day’s agenda.

3. Alternative activities/space any-
time a Disney movie or other films that
perpetuate negative gender and racial
stereotypes and white privilege are
screened.

4. Alternative activities/space
when inaccurate or incomplete history
lessons are put forth in the classroom.

5. An alternative to gym when
games like dodgeball are played.

6. An
Thanksgiving (simply discussing the

alternative lesson on
ways we are too grateful for the privi-
leges that we enjoy) instead of focusing
on eating dead turkeys and overeating
in general.

7. An alternative cafeteria for chil-
dren who are vegetarian or vegan, for
those children with food allergies,
or for those families who don’t want
their children to be tempted by the
processed foods served and sold in the
regular cafeteria.

Again, this is just a start, as
throughout the school year I find my
family’s values undermined on a regu-
lar basis.

As I watched the president’s speech
on the afternoon of the 14th I found
nothing overtly “political,” much less
“socialist.” Obama talked of getting his
own daughters ready for school, about
students working to achieve their
dreams, about treating one another
with kindness and respect. This is con-
troversial? Socialist? I guess my family
is even more radical than I thought.

Lyz Bly, Ph.D.

Lakewood, OH

* Lakewood did not screen the
speech last year; according to Mark
Gleichauf, Director of Teaching and
Learning, the 2009 speech was slated
for 12:00 noon, making it logistically
impossible to screen for a majority of
Lakewood students.

Falls Asleep

continued from page 3

the people at Crestmont for the excel-
lent care and love that they gave him.

Sincerely,

Ginny Mone (great niece)

As the Activity Director at Crest-
mont North I would also like to thank
all of the staff and volunteers who took
good care of our beloved Art over the
last five years. Art was not hospital-
ized during his stay at Crestmont and
I think he might have had cold symp-
toms twice. He was a gentleman and he
was loved by many. We miss him and I
always considered it an honor to know
this remarkable man.

Survival:
Library Edition
continued from page 3

If you would like to join our
expedition (at your own risk, of
course), please register in person or
call Children’s and Youth Services at
(216)226-8275 x140. The program is
on Wednesday evenings from 7-8:30
and runs from October 6 through
November 17.
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A One On One With John Zappala

by Thealexa Becker

The County Government hasn’t
changed yet because no one has asked
John Zappala how to fix it.

Zappala, a long time resident of
Lakewood and self employed contrac-
tor, is the only Lakewoodite running
for the new Cuyahoga County Council.
The seat he is looking to occupy is the
District 2 seat which would represent
Lakewood, Westpark and Brookpark.

“It’s important for the citizens of
Lakewood, in light of the fact that they
have this opportunity...to elect some-
one from this city to represent the
needs of this city,” said Zappala. “There
are issues and things about Lakewood,
Westpark and Brookpark that are simi-
lar in scope and need to be represented
on the council. The uniqueness of the
2nd District needs to be safeguarded.”

When asked why he decided to
run for County Council, Zappala cites
irresponsible past leadership and the
overall lack of respect for taxpayer
money in the county government.

“It is absolutely imperative that
from the ground up [the county gov-
ernment] starts living within the means
of [its] budgets, just like your household
and my household need to live within
the means we have before us,” said Zap-
pala about getting the county “fiscal
house” in order. “There has to be a way

Op-Ed:

The Zappala family (left to right) Jona-

than, Holly, John, Heather, and Brad.

to provide the services that are man-
dated and or required by law as well as
those which are just neighborly, to be
provided within the available budget.”

Beyond running a more respon-
sible financial agenda, Zappala aspires
to bring some common sense to the
council, to not only remind them that
the money they use must be well spent
as these checks were not written by
faceless masses, but were “written at
people’s kitchen tables.”

“People need to be encouraged and
lifted up by the things and the services
that the county government can pro-
vide for them,” said Zappala. “It’s not
just maintaining the things that are

already there and it’s not just doing
what is required. We want to encour-
age them to be residents of Cuyahoga
County, to do these essential functions
in a way that doesn’t allow for corrup-
tion, fraud and deceit. Too much of
the way things have been left the doors
opened for that kind of violation or
misuse of the public trust.”

Zappala believes that two of the
most important issues that are not only
near and dear to hisheart, but havea spe-
cial relevance in Lakewood, are housing
and business. While he acknowledges
that the housing stock, the vital lynch-
pin of Lakewood’s economy, is not as
bad as other places, he feels that more
could be done to improve existing issues
and encourage growth.

“I think the county needs to take
the lead in [the housing issue],” said
Zappala noting additionally the recur-
ring problems of absentee landlords
and homes that are abandoned and
in disrepair. “I run a business, I am a
landlord. I know how to make things
happen. I know the answer to all these
landlord problems in this community.”

On the
Lakewood, Zappala wants to help
develop a kind of “business ambassa-
dorship” for the county that would work
to incentivize business owners to come
to the region. He feels that additionally,

issue of business in

Seizing Cuyahoga’s Opportunities

by Cuyahoga County Executive
Candidate Matt Dolan

Opportunity. The reason fam-
ilies boarded ships
America; risk takers moved west
across the country; African-Ameri-
cans moved north after the Civil War
and even the reason Bill Gates left

to come to

school before his Harvard education
was complete.

It is by seizing our opportunities
that we have been able to create inde-
pendence, work, wealth and a future.

Cuyahoga County has the oppor-
tunity to reinvent its government.
But more importantly, we have a

r LASKEY @RA 7

Timothy P. Laskey
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Lakewood, OH 44107
P: 216/521-2100
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chance to showcase the opportunities
that our County holds for individu-
als. People who want to create, build,
invest, serve and take risks need to
know that Cuyahoga County can
help them capitalize on this opportu-
nity to achieve their goals.

The relationship between the
public and private sectors is badly
damaged and must be restored.
However, the focus must be more
than financial. While the influence
of private dollars is paramount, the
creativity and intellect of the pri-
vate sector is equally necessary for a
vibrant future in Cuyahoga County.

No one group of people is more
concerned about finding their own
opportunities to succeed nor has
more of an impact on future oppor-
tunities of our region than young
people. We must make Cuyahoga
County a welcoming environment
where young entrepreneurs, college
and graduate students and young
professionals can interact with our
Cuyahoga County’s
young professionals working with

government.

today’s leaders can improve our
region by bringing a fresh perspective
to our old problems: transportation,
social service delivery, urban plan-
ning and a lack of jobs.
Organizations like the Cleveland
Leadership Center and the 20/30 Club
have made great strides, but a govern-
ment that appreciates the value of our
youth will foster investment in our

Matt Dolan

community for generations to come.
A successful government must create
strong partnership with these orga-
nizations as well as with our colleges
and universities. Programs such as
Kent State University’s Urban Design
Collaborative and partnerships like
the one that exists with Cleveland
State University’s Levin College of
Urban Affairs must be nurtured and
further developed. My administra-
tion will work with programs like
these to provide internship opportu-
nities for their students. We will put
these bright minds to work.

I am determined to seize our
County’s new opportunities to make
them work for business and our
young people.

work could be done to find out how to
better utlize the existing infrastructure
to help provide opportunities for these
businesses to develop and grow.

“I think the county needs to take
the lead because they can put pressure
on getting things changed at the state
level and then encourage local commu-
nities to get involved,” said Zappala.
“That is where regionalism works best.
There needs to be some cooperation for
utilizing infrastructure because it is so
vital to making other issues go away.
Tax receipts go up and there are stron-
ger families. What is happening now is
the antithesis of all that.”

“Once a business owner opens up
his checkbook, he now has a stake in
the community and the people in it.”

Leadership can come from all
levels of the county government, but
Zappala feels that someone needs to
help build a coalition within the region
to generate ideas and visions that peo-
ple can get behind. He cites the fact
that recent discussions about region-
alization of police and fire have not
been happening in a way that “people
are excited about” and therefore aren’t
moving forward.

As to why he feels he is a good
choice for the County Council, Zap-
pala attributes it to his understanding
of the needs of the county and the
needs of the people in it.

“I am a business owner, I work for
somebody everyday. I know what it is
like to live paycheck to paycheck, to raise
a family, to putkids in college, buy health
care and make a payroll,” said Zappala.
“Those type of qualities have a much bet-
ter chance of succeeding on this council.
My goal is to work for the residents in my
district. They expect me to go out and be
their voice, make the right decision and
influence the expenditures the county is
making in a way that doesn’t abuse the
system. I can guarantee that if [ am fortu-
nate enough to be elected I will open my
mouth. I will demand the accountability
and integrity of any elected official.”

Not only is he a proponent of
coordinating communities, but Zap-
pala plans on going door to door in his
community to not only educate vot-
ers on what the County Council is, but
why he is the right man for the job.

“The goal of the campaign is to
give them the truth about what is
going on at County Council, so they
can make an informed decision,” said
Zappala. “I believe that once someone
meets me and understands who I am
and what I represent that they might
[vote for me over someone else]

With a 51 year history in the com-
munity, he acknowledges that his name
recognition might help him win.

“I think people are smart enough

»

to make the right decisions if they have
the right information. The choice is
clear,” said Zappala. “I just want people
to know that I can be the voice of com-
mon sense and reason on that council.
I believe that my conversations at the
county level have nothing to do with
partisanship as much as they have to
do with responsibility and integrity.”
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Lest We Forget... Our Forgotten Veterans

by Gary Rice

I've written about my dad, Robert
Rice, several times on these pages, most
recently around Father’s Day. Dad is 90
years young, and to many, he seems to be
years younger. Dad is still quick to smile
and even quicker to be a friend to others.

Dad has given a lifetime to kids. It
was said that if you went to the old Har-
ding School and passed within 20 feet of
the band room door, Dad would stick
a horn in your hand. There was a great
deal of truth in that statement. Dad was,
and is, all about helping young people
maximize their potential through the
world of music. Since Dad’s high school
years, he’s taught thousands of young
Lakewoodites and others how to play
music. Still does, as a matter of fact, as a
volunteer with the Lakewood Schools. It
seems as if he’s always worked with kids.

Except for four years and a month,
that is.

That was back when Dad was
drafted into the Army, not long before
America entered WWIIL. He remained
in the service until after the war was
over. Like every other veteran, he served
his country, and did as he was told. For
most of his service time, he was in an
Army band. He wrote musical arrange-
ments, played the trumpet, and sang.

When the war was over, like mil-
lions of other GI’s, Dad went back to
school and learned a trade. Eventually,
he became a school music teacher. Over
the years, he has continued to play the
trumpet in jazz bands and for school
and community events. During the
war, Dad told me that he played “Taps”
hundreds of times. They used Dad a lot
for that, because apparently, he was one
of those buglers who did not flinch or
show emotions at the graveside. Dad
was able to hold back his tears and
emotions...at least until later.

Sometimes, these days, all he can
see are those graves...

Nowadays,
we go to the skin doctor to have more

every few months,

growths cut from Dad’s face as a result
of all those years being out in the hot
sun. Those small service caps never
really covered the face and the ears.
That’s just one of many ways that Dad’s
still paying the price for those hot sunny
days in uniform. Dad never ever com-
plains about any of that, though. As
he’s told me, his sacrifices were nothing
compared to those of those brothers-in-
arms that he laid to rest under the cold
green sod. In fact, Dad still plays “Taps”
for veterans, from time to time.

As we now close the chapter of com-
bat operations in Iraq, it is well that we
recall the sacrifices of so many Ameri-
cans, both living and deceased, who gave
immeasurably to our country in her time
of need. So many of those veterans who
still can, still give their all for others.
Groups like the American Legion and
the Veterans of Foreign Wars continue
to inspire others through the lives and
works of America’s veterans.

Last year, Dad and I wrote a full
length band march honoring America’s
veterans. As there apparently never was

photo by Gary Rice

Robert Rice plays “Taps” at a recent event in Parma honoring the legendary John Shepherd, a veteran of the American Revolution-
ary War who is buried in North Royalton, and lived 117 years.

a march honoring these vets, we pre-
sented it to the United States, through
Congressman  Dennis  Kucinich’s
office. A copy was also sent to President
Barack Obama.

We have also written marches for
Lakewood High School, Lakewood Cath-
olic Academy, St. Edward High School,
and Garfield School, as well as one for
the All-Ohio State Fair Band (Dad had
also previously written “The Harding
March”). All of these were played by those
respective groups, and they all seem to
have been warmly appreciated.

Dad’s “American Veterans’ Last
Salute March,” with lyrics, has already
been played and sung by Garfield
School as part of their Veteran’s Day
remembrance for area vets and their
families. As far as our government goes,
however? Not a card, not an acknowl-
edgement, not even a simple “thank
you” has come our way. (Except per-
sonally, from Congressman Kucinich,
of course.) Not one official word yet
from our government though..not one
single word....period.

It’s not as if we wanted money,
or cared about personal recognition
either, so this is certainly not about
sour grapes here. This march is for the
United States veterans, to be played by
any band wishing to honor American
vets. Where is the recognition for our
veterans? Are they being forgotten?
Have they been forgotten?

This is not just about Dad, as a
forgotten WWII vet, either. Right
now there are thousands of returning
veterans, many of whom have been
wounded and maimed for life. Are
they being remembered and honored
enough by our government?

We recently sent a Canadian ver-
sion of the veterans march to some of
our friends in the “True North.” After
all, they’ve got plenty of vets too, many
of whom have recently served shoul-
der-to-shoulder with our own fine
men and women. Maybe that country,
at least, will remember its vets better
than we seem to be doing here.

Dad hopes that once, at least once
before he dies, he will be able to hear one
of his old Army bands play his march, and
especially to hear the lyrics sung. I do too.
At the age of 90, I suspect that he may not
have that long to wait for this to happen.

Maybe you can help out. Let our
government leaders know that our vet-
erans need to be remembered always,
and not just with a song either.

The American Veterans’
Salute March

Copyright 2009

Robert and Gary Rice

American vets! American vets!
American veterans are we!

Last

For all of these days, we always will
praise,

American Liberty!

Wherever we go, our purpose we’ll
show,

a message that we shall all send,

that ‘till at the end of our days on
this earth,

Americans we’ll defend!

And we remember others. We will
remember missing ones!

In lands, across the waters, or in
the graves that they have won!

And we remember others. We will
recall the sick and maimed!

For at the end, we're all together,
and we’re prepared to serve again!

Were Air Force, and were the
Navy! And we defend the skies and seas
so blue!

And Coast Guard, and the Marine
Corps, we’ll march again to honor you!

And Merchant Marine delivers!
The Army serves on every shore!

We’ll give a last salute to veterans,
to all of those who’ve gone before!
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Kicking The Bucket List

by Bret Callentine

Last year I hit a big milestone in
my life, but now that I think about it,
I believe 1 overlooked something. A
year ago, I turned 40. My wife threw
me a great party with lots of food and
friends, but it wasn’t until a recent con-
versation with my doctor where we
discussed hereditary medical condi-
tions that a question came to mind. If
most of the men in my family don’t live
past 80, then when exactly am I sup-
posed to have my mid-life crisis?

I'm the type of person who likes to
plan ahead, but at this point, ’'m unsure not
only what year would be an appropriate age
to start, but what, precisely, I'm supposed
to do. I never really wanted a sports car,
I shave my head, so I don’t have to worry
about dying any grey hair, and ’'m way too
lazy to try to recapture my youth by sky-
diving or bungee jumping (besides, I didn’t
really enjoy my youth all that much the first
time around, so why the heck would I want
to try to recapture it?).

P've also been pretty goal-oriented in
my life, so just about everything on my
“bucket list” has already been accom-
plished. T've visited other countries,
I learned how to fly a plane and ride
a motorcycle, and, just after my 40th

birthday, I completed one of the hardest
goals I ever set for myself: I completed a
full Olympic-distance triathlon.

So now what? T guess I could go
back to school to get another degree, but
to what end? It would be kind of cool
to learn how to play an instrument, but
why torture my wife? There’s no way 'm
going through the training necessary to
do another triathlon, so maybe I should
think marathon. Then again, maybe not.

From what I've heard, having a
mid-life crisis is all about confront-
ing the sobering reality that there are
more years behind you than are left
ahead. But, just like when Congress
announces another stimulus plan, to
me, the numbers just don’t add up.
Sure, I might not have another 40 years
ahead of me, but it’s not like I was really
getting full market value out of the 40
I've already put in the books.

Either I'm in full-blown denial here,
or maybe I'm on to something. After all,
I don’t even remember the first few years
of my life, and it’s not like I had all that
much control over things for the ones
after that. Outside of a few highlights
here and there, my high school years
were pretty normal, and it took me a
couple of years in college to get my feet

wet. So I can easily make the case that,
regardless of age, I've really only been liv-
ing for about 20 years. So in essence, I've
actually got twice as many years to look
forward to as to look back upon.

But probably the real reason I don’t
see the need for any “crisis” is because
I don’t measure my individual success
or failure against a pre-determined
checklist. I've always tried to live my
life to the fullest, but to do that, my
focus has, first and foremost, been on
the opportunities God has presented
me and not the circumstances I've cre-
ated for myself. In essence, I submit
myself to God’s bucket list.

To the best of my knowledge I don’t
think God gave me the talent to play
in the major leagues, the intelligence
to cure cancer or the patience or wis-
dom to secure world peace. But that’s
not to say that my life is falling short
of expectations. My life is comfortable,
my marriage is strong, and my family
is provided for, and most importantly,
I feel that I've answered the call when
and where God has prompted me.

As the United States approaches
mid-term elections this fall, the topic of
many news shows essentially discusses
President Obama’s mid-presidential-

life crisis. And the question is basically,
“Can he accomplish his personal Com-
mander-in-Chief bucket list?”. The
question is the same for just about every
elected official. But just like in my life,
I think the real answer has more to do
with how you form the question.

As a Christian, my life is either
a success or a failure based on God’s
criteria, not man’s. And as an elected
official, history will judge success or
failure against their service to the
people, not the achievement of any per-
sonal agenda. It all boils down to who
you choose to serve: yourself or oth-
ers. Our government was established as
a republic, not a democracy. We elect
people to represent our wishes, not
decide what those wishes should be.

As I begin the second half of my
life, I stand confident in my ability to
meet the opportunities presented to
me and willing to accept the challenges
bestowed upon me. And I know that if T
stay focused on what God has called me
to do, I will not regret the outcome of
my life. As our elected officials face sim-
ilar situations in their respective terms,
I hope they also realize that their suc-
cess or failure is wholly determined by
whose bucket list they choose to serve.

The Buck Stops Here

by Robert Buckeye

The letter to the editor in the
newspaper, Walter Benjamin writes,
convinced everyone he was a writer.
Today with our advanced technol-
ogy not only is everyone convinced
he has something to say he says it.
People e-mail every day. Cell phones
are always in use. One has to blog and
tweet whatever the subject.

Is this any more than the guy at
the bar who says you don’t know what
happened to me today? Or the woman
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who says you won’t believe what she
did? They have a right to tell their sto-
ries. We have the right to listen or not.
Those who tell their stories, however,
do so with the belief that their stories
should be heard.

For years stories at bars were not
news. News was made by government
officials, business leaders, leading sci-
entists, writers of one stripe or another,
musicians, filmmakers, artists. We may
have views of government, experience
in the workplace, cultural preference,

"Happiness is a Choice"

Lydia Gadd, MA, LPCC

Director, Community Outreach at
St. John Medical Center

SFARN

but none of this is likely to be heard
by the news industry or, if it were, was
ignored, dismissed.

A bumper sticker I saw recently
reads, “My pit bull is smarter than your
honor student.” It makes its point that
formal education may not teach you
how to live in the world, even if that is
its intention. The pit bull learns how
to function in a way the honor student
may flounder when he steps outside the
classroom.

The point the bumper sticker does

presented by:

at 11:30 a.m.

not make but that is implicit in what it
says, is that formal education in Amer-
ica, particularly college and graduate
study, is seen to be superior to the edu-
cation of the worker. In The Republic,
Plato argues that the craftsman can do
nothing other than what he is trained
to do. He should not try to write like
a writer, think like a thinker, because
his knowledge and intelligence are
sufficient in themselves and no more.

continued on next page
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How To Hire A Contractor

by Don Milewski

Economic conditions have caused
many homeowners to tackle maintenance
and repair jobs on their own when they
might once have called in a professional.
But, however strong your home improve-
ment skills, there are still times you might
need a quality contractor to perform work
that is beyond your expertise. How do you
go about hiring the right contractor for
the job? Here are some simple tips that
will help you find the right professional—
or even a capable semi-pro!

Ask a Friend

Hiring a relative, friend or neigh-
bor might prove to be a win-win
situation: You will receive the satis-
faction of providing someone with
temporary work, and they might feel
happy to help. Moreover, this will
likely prove less expensive than hiring
a contractor for the job.

Be forewarned, however, that while
this might sound like a fantastic idea,
hiring a friend could cost you much
more than you expect, both in time and
money. Your personal connection might
just put you at the bottom of the to-do
list—you’d never fire a friend, right?
For the same reason, the job might
take much longer and cost more than
expected. Also consider that if things go
sour with a hired contractor, you never
have to see him again. A friend or fam-
ily member’s shoddy work—and the
aftermath—could make for awkward
get-togethers and unpleasant holidays.
The question you have to ask yourselfis:
“If this does not go well, how might it
affect our relationship?”

Also liability
What happens if your friend is injured
while working on your project? Who
pays the medical bills? What happens
if something is damaged—is it your
friend’s responsibility or yours? Hiring

consider issues.
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a friend or relative puts you at financial
risk. Only you can decide if the risk is
worth taking.

Hiring a Pro: Ask Around

If you think your best bet is to hire
a contractor, it is good to ask for a refer-
ral from a friend, neighbor or relative.
Most contractors (especially the good
ones!) get their work from referrals, so
this is an excellent way to start. No mat-
ter how glowing the review, however,
a referral alone cannot be the basis for
your decision. The best referral is from
a person who hired a contractor to per-
form a job similar to your project. Find
out details about the contractor and the
work performed. Was the job completed
as promised, on time and on budget?
Get multiple referrals, if possible.

Query Your Contractor

When interviewing contractors, it is
important to ask the right questions. An
essential one is: “How long have you been
in business?” Finding a contractor with
job experience is important. The top con-
tractors are usually focused in one area of
expertise and thus provide higher quality
work. Upstart companies offer cheaper
prices, but lack experience in both their
crafts and in business practices. Hiring a
good contractor to complete a job started
by an inept contractor is expensive and
stretches out the time frame.

Contractor-furnished references are
another excellent way to learn about who
youre thinking of hiring. Always ask a
prospective contractor for references; a
reputable contractor will be able to pro-
vide you with several. Follow up with
these customers and find out about their
experiences. Some contractors might give
a low estimate to get your business, only
to dramatically increase the price later
with change orders that you assumed
were included in the original bid. If pos-
sible, visit both completed and current
job sites. Observe whether the workers are
neat, professional and organized, then ask
yourself if you would be comfortable with
this crew working in your home. Occa-
sionally, you might discover that, while
the estimator appeared very professional,
the workers on site do not!

Lastly, you should ask your con-
tractor if he and his employees will
perform all aspects of the job them-
selves. Some “contractors” are actually
independent salespeople or companies
who simply hire an actual working
contractor to perform the job. Not only
is this usually much more expensive,
but it also raises issues of accountabil-
ity and liability.

Research All Contractors

After references have been checked
and job sites visited, the next step is to
check with the Better Business Bureau
(BBB). The BBB is a useful tool because
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it keeps track of customer complaints
against all types of businesses and rates
companies with grades from A to F. Also,
choosing a BBB-accredited business
provides a level of assurance because,
should a problem arise, the contractor,
by virtue of this accreditation, must be
willing to submit to arbitration in order
to have the situation resolved.

There are other safeguards to take.
Before signing a contract, the homeowner
should ask for copies of the contrac-
tor’s liability and worker’s compensation
certificates of insurance. You might be
surprised to know that the homeowner
assumes the risk and liability for a con-
tractor without proper coverage. In other
words, the homeowner is responsible for
any property damage, injuries or acci-
dental deaths that occur while the job
is in progress. As noted earlier, be aware
that some contractors use subcontrac-
tors. It is necessary to make sure that any
subcontractors carry their own insur-
ance policies, as they are not covered
under the general contractor’s policy.

There are also companies (most

notably, Angie’s List) whose sole pur-
pose is to review and rate contractors.
As with the BBB, contractors are given
ratings from A to F. Reviews are often
posted on these organizations’ websites
and users pay for the service. Hiring a
contractor based on one review does
not offer a complete picture, so look for
companies with multiple reviews.

Having a written contract is, of
course, very important, as is having
any warranties in writing. Ideally, the
contract will include a completion
date, the products to be used and the
specifics of the job.

It is worthwhile to take the time to
collect information about prospective
contractors. It will save time, money
and aggravation in the long run. Refer-
ences, proof of insurance, BBB ratings,
and other contractor rating services
are instrumental in choosing the right
contractor. The key to a quality result is
hiring the right professional for the job!

Don Milewski is an Operations
Manager at Lakewood-based Neubert
Painting.

The Buck Stops Here

continued from previous page

Historically, those who speak for the
worker refer to his spirit, traditional
values and embrace of popular virtues
in order to keep him in his place.

In my work as a librarian, farmers,
postmen and housewives would come
into my office with books they had
written, stories they had to tell, lives
they considered important enough
to lose sleep writing them. They had
spent their life-savings to self-publish
books they believed in so strongly that
they had to make them available. (For
much of American history the library
was the one place that might happen.)
Their novels might be as good, if not
better, than ones reviewed in the New
York Times Book Review, but it was
not likely anyone would know of them.
If they were on the shelves of a public
library, someone might find them.

Ideas are like checks, the poet Ezra
Pound writes. How good they are is
dependent on how much we have in
our account. There is no program for
how we build our account or invest it.
Henry David Thoreau says we should
spend as much time reading a book as
the author takes to write it. Blogs and

tweets are knee-jerk reactions, but they
may, as Ralph Waldo Emerson writes of
Walt Whitman’s Leaves of Grass, have
had, “A long foreground somewhere,
for such a start.” Poetry is conservative
Robert Creeley says. It conserves what
is important to itself. We may find it
wherever it might be. The plumber’s
book. That of the waitress.

Robert Myers

Insurance Agency

rjmyersinsurance.com 216.227.3300

15707 Detroit Avenue, Suite 216, Lakewood
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Always Shop Local First
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