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9/11 Steel Inspires Students’ Ideas For Memorial
Correction

Calling All Party Animals
The address of the Avenue Tap House was listed incorrectly in 

the article “Calling All Party Animals” in the previous issue of the 
Lakewood Observer in Vol. 7 Issue 9. The May 19th CCLAS “Hair 
of the Dog” Happy Hour event will be hosted by the Avenue Tap 
House. The correct address of the Avenue Tap House is 
18206 Detroit Avenue.

by Margaret Brinich
Come kick off the grow-

ing season with Lakewood 
Earth And Food Communi-
ty’s First Annual Spring Fest 
on Wednesday, June 1 from 
5:30 to 8:00 pm in front of 
Lakewood Public Library. All 
are welcome to join in the cel-
ebration as LEAF begins our 
fifth year of providing broad 
access to fresh, local foods, 
knowledge and culture to the 
Lakewood community. Spring 

Lakewood Event Comes From Long 
Legacy Of Chautauqua Movement
by Jeanne Rickert

What is Chautauqua? 
Chautauqua has a number of 
meanings. Many in northeast 
Ohio and western New York 
state know Chautauqua as the 
Chautauqua Assembly, located 
on the idyllic shore of Lake 
Chautauqua in western New 
York. Those who have visited 
there know it as a restful place, 
with interesting lectures, con-
certs and other programs. It is 
an educational summer camp, 
with programming for all ages.

What continues today 
at Lake Chautauqua in New 
York was actually the first of its 
kind. In the last decades of the 
19th century, there were many 
similar assemblies. There was, 
of course, no television (or 
Internet), and travel was only 
for the wealthy. The Chautau-
qua assemblies were summer 
entertainment, and part of an 
adult education movement 
throughout the United States. 
Chautauqua assemblies would 
have provided programs on 
topics of the day and drew their 
audience from surrounding 
communities. As the rail-
roads were built, the audience 
expanded and Chautauqua 
assemblies became larger and 
some were like a big fair.

The New York Chautau-
qua assembly that continues 
today was organized in 1874. 
It evolved from a camp set up 
as a summer training program 
for Methodist Sunday school 
teachers. The co-founders of 
the New York Chautauqua 
were John Heyl Vincent and 
Lewis Miller. Vincent was born 
in Alabama, educated in Penn-
sylvania, and became familiar 
to Ohioan’s when he was rid-

by Christine Gordillo
The steel beams from the 

World Trade Center that the 
Lakewood Fire Department 
received and brought to its 
Madison Avenue fire station on 

May 6 for its planned memo-
rial to fallen firefighters from 
9-11 will be incorporated into 
a memorial design created by 
students from Lakewood High 
and the West-Shore Career 

Technical District.
According to Lakewood 

Fire Marshal Tim Dunphy, a 
Lakewood High graduate and 
point man for the project, he 
immediately thought of turning 
to the high school students for 
help with the memorial’s con-

Celebrate 2011 Growing Season 
With LEAFÕ s Spring Fest

Fest will go above and beyond 
the typical LEAF Night activi-
ties, to incorporate more local 
vendors, a plant swap, hands 
on activities for the kids, and a 
sampling of local restaurants. 
Details of the evening’s activi-
ties are listed below: 
Local Vendors

Stroll along Mars Ave and 
check out nearly a dozen local 
vendors. From produce to soap 

by Caitlin Magner
Do you have a little ambu-

lance chaser in your home?  
An aspiring refuse collector? 
Have you ever wanted to get an 
up-close look inside a SWAT 
vehicle? If so, the upcoming 6th 
Annual Meet the Trucks event, 
presented by Lakewood Early 
Childhood PTA (LECPTA) 
and the City of Lakewood, will 
once again be THE not-to-be-
missed event of the spring!

From 10:00 a.m. until 
2:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 
4th, 2011 at Lakewood Park, 
you can come meet the fleet 
that keeps the city running! 
The whole crew will be there, 

including an ambulance, fire 
department ladder truck, 
police cruiser & motorcycle, 
dump truck, SWAT team vehi-
cle, aerial truck, garbage truck, 
Metroparks  Eco Explorers 
Traveling Bus, snow plow, and 
street cleaner.

This is a hands-on, fam-
ily event – kids (and grown 
ups too!) can touch, explore, 
and honk the horns of these 
mighty machines.  Are trucks 
not your thing? Don’t despair! 
This event has something for 
everyone: face painting, crafts, 
a balloon twister, a DJ, bounce 
houses, raffles and numerous 

Lakewood Early Childhood PTA’s 6th 
Annual Meet the Trucks!

continued on page 22

continued on page 11

continued on page 21

One of the many great ideas from Lakewood students for the memo-
rial. This one is by Sarah Goodwin.

Some of the fireman and family members that went up to get the 
beams from New York. In this photo: Jeff Kantorek, Jim Corrigan, 
Joe Goss, Richard Sabala, Matt Pruer, Andy Miller, Jeff Wilson. Sit-
ing on the beam Seth Andregg and son Seth Andregg Jr., and driving 
force in this Fire Marshall Tim Dunphy. 

The beams arrive to a salute, then a moment of silence.

Some of Lakewood’s heroes line up for a photo. Thank you! continued on page 22
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Wednesday, May 18
Best Graduation Gift Trunk Show at Heirloom Home

12:00 - 5:00 PM, Heirloom Home 18119 Detroit Ave.,  216-406-7530
Select wonderful gifts at sale prices. We’ve got them! Beautiful and unique bracelets, 

necklaces and earrings with school colors. Beads from $2.50-$7.50. Cool engraveable 
watches and assorted personalized items for the men. Come enjoy pastries and create a 
memorable present. All sales at Heirloom Home contribute to scholarships for children at 
The Beck Center for the Arts. Trunk Show- Wed-Sat. 12-5pm.

Cleveland Ride of Silence
5:45 PM - 7:00 PM, Two start points (Free Stamp at Willard Park on Lakeside Ave. and 

Whole Foods on Cedar Road), meeting at 5:45pm and departing at 6. Riders meet at Uni-
versity Hospital in University Circle at 7pm. 

As part of Cleveland Bicycle Week, the Ride of Silence will roll across all seven continents. 
Cyclists will take to the roads in a silent procession to honor bicyclists who have been killed 
or injured while cycling on public roadways. Although cyclists have a legal right to share the 
road with motorists, the motoring public often isn’t aware of these rights, and sometimes 
not aware of the cyclists themselves. www.rideofsilence.org.

Lakewood High School Choral Spring Concert
7:00 PM, Civic Auditorium, 14100 Franklin Blvd.

Thursday, May 19
Free Oral Health Screenings at Cleveland Clinic

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM, Cleveland Clinic Main Campus
Patient and Family Health and Education Center (Desk Q1-2) in the Glickman Tower 

and the Cleveland Clinic Head & Neck Institute (Desk A71) in the Crile Building.

Beck Youth Theater Presents: Cats
10:00 AM, Mackey Main Stage, Beck Center for the Arts, 17801 Detroit Ave.
Based on the universally popular poetry of T.S. Eliot, Cats tells the story in song and 

dance of the annual gathering of Jellicle cats when one special cat is selected to ascend to the 
Heaviside layer. From the composer of The Phantom of the Opera, Evita, and Jesus Christ 
Superstar, this landmark show is pure entertainment from start to finish. A true musical 
theater phenomenon, Cats ran for a record-setting 21 years in London and more than 18 
years on Broadway. Runs through May 21. Call 521-2540 for tickets.

CCLAS Celebrates its 7th Annual Ô Hair of the DogÕ  Fundraiser
5:30 PM - 8:00 PM, Avenue Tap House, 18206 Detroit Ave (At Phelps)
The Citizens Committee for the Lakewood Animal Shelter (CCLAS) ‘Hair of the Dog’ 

Happy Hour and Silent Auction. Dozens of Lakewood and Cleveland-area businesses have 
generously donated items and services for auction. The event features local comedian Mark 
McKenzie (Last Call Cleveland) as emcee with DJ entertainment. As always, 100% of the pro-
ceeds will benefit the animals in the community of Lakewood and allow us to continue our 
low-cost spay and neuter program. Contact us at cclasweb@yahoo.com or (216) 744-6318. 

Friday, May 20
Annual Rummage Sale at Church of the Ascension

9:00 AM - 7:00 PM. Also Saturday May 21st 9am to Noon. Saturday only, bag sale and ½ 
price items. Church of the Ascension, 13216 Detroit Avenue (216)521-8727.

Lunch may be purchased in our Cafe on Friday. Don’t miss the great bake sale too. This 
is the BIGGEST RUMMAGE SALE on the west side. SEE YOU THERE! 

Car Hop at Grace Presbyterian Spring Fest 2011
5:00 - 9:00 PM, Grace Presbyterian Church, corner of Madison & Hilliard 228-6060
Car Hop! Burgers, Hotdogs, Rootbeer floats served right to your car! Music by DJ Ray!

Lakewood High School Orchestras Spring Concert
7:00 PM, Civic Auditorium, 14100 Franklin Blvd.

Saturday, May 21
KLB Spring Humus and Plant Sale

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM, Lakewood Old Stone House Parking Lot, 14710 Lake Avenue
Keep Lakewood Beautiful will host a Spring Humus and Plant Sale. Humus: $2.50/bag, 

Herbs: $1.25/each or 2 for $2.00, Perennial Quarts: $4.00 each or 3 for $10.00, Perennial 
Gardens: $8.00 each or 2 for $15.00. See Page 11 for more info.

Seventh Annual PAWS- 4-A-Cause: Find Your Forever Friend
9:30 AM - 3:00 PM, Moreland Hills Polo Grounds / Cleveland Metroparks - South 

Chagrin Reservation, 3841 Chagrin River Rd, Moreland Hills. For more info visit www.
pawsohio.org.

Fun Fair at Grace Presbyterian Spring Fest 2011
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM, Grace Presbyterian Church, corner of Madison Ave. & Hilliard
Fun Fair! Games for Kids and Adults, Bounce House, Pony Rides, over 20 Vendors, Live 

Music! *tickets for all games 5/$1.00 *pony rides $3.00. Sunday at 10:45 am will be an out-
door worship service with ice cream social & live entertainment afterwards.

YMCA Splash! FREE 2 Day Intro to Swimming & Water Safety
12:00 - 2:00 PM, Lakewood YMCA, Detroit Ave. Also held May 22nd 12-2pm
Splash is a free program open to all children in the community, Y members and non-

members alike. Splash teaches kids what they need to know to be safe in and around the 
water. This is especially important leading up to the summer months and the water activities 
that often occur during that time. Sign Up Now, It’s FREE.

Open Ò YÓ Dodgeball
1:00 - 4:00 PM, Lakewood Family YMCA, 16915 Detriot Ave.
The Lakewood Family YMCA have free Open “Y” Dodgeball, and guests are free and 

welcomed. Youth Dodgeball (ages 7 -13) will be on the North Court and Teen/Adult Dodge-
ball (ages 14 and up) will be on the South Court. If the event goes well, more time will be 
alloted for dodgeball with possible leagues starting for the summer.

Beck Youth Theater Presents: Cats
3:00 PM & 7:30 PM. Last shows! Mackey Main Stage, Beck Center for the Arts, 17801 

Detroit Ave. See Description under Thursday listing. www.beckcenter.org, 521-2540.

Eaters of Lakewood
6:00 - 9:00 PM, Pacer’s, Detroit Ave.

Come and join Eaters of Lakewood as we enjoy the food at a Lakewood favorite, Pacers. 
There will be food, friends and a raffle. Fill out a comment sheet to be used on a review to 
appear in the Lakewood Observer. Come and join us each month as we tantalize our taste 
buds at old favorites and new. More info on Facebook page.

Sunday, May 22
Vive LÕ Four/Chamber Ensemble
2:00 PM, LHS Tryout Theater, 14100 Franklin Blvd.
ChucklefckÕ s ReddstoneÕ d Comedy w/ Drew Thomas

7:00 - 9:30 PM,upstairs lounge at Reddstone (1261 W. 76th Street).
Stand up comedy with full dinner menu available during the show, in addition to the 

full service bar upstairs. Seating is limited to only 50, so make sure you order your tix ahead 
of time so you don’t miss out! $10. Visit his FB page (www.facebook.com/comeseedrew) to 
check out all the damage he’s been doing around the country at clubs & colleges. He’s also 
appeared on Last Comic Standing & in 2010 appeared on the Late Late Show w. Craig Fergu-
son. He’ll be headlining Wednesday night at Hilarities and working with Bill Bellamy there 
the rest of the week, don’t miss your chance to see him wreck shop at Reddstone! Order tick-
ets at www.brownpapertickets.com.

Tuesday, May 24
Startup U: Demystifying the Business Plan, presented by 
Startup Lakewood

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM, Lakewood Public Library Multipurpose Room
You have your idea. You want to get rolling with it. You *know* one of the first steps is to 

create a business plan...but that seems really, really hard. You put your idea on hold....STOP 
right there! No need to shelve your idea quite yet -- not due to a lack of knowledge on how to 
create a business plan, anyway! This Startup U session will focus on the how’s and why’s of 
creating good business plans. Featured guests are TBD, for now...RSVP for FREE at Startu-
plakewood.com.

LHS Jazz Band Spring Concert
7:30 PM, Civic Auditorium, 14100 Franklin Blvd.

Wednesday, May 25
Informational Block Club Meeting

7:00 - 8:30 PM, Lakewood City Hall Auditorium, 12650 Detroit Ave.
The Lakewood Block Club Association meeting will help residents interested in form-

ing a new Block Club. Ward Officers, Council members and other City representatives will 
attend. For more information call Mike Tuttle, Block Club Coordinator at 529-6657, or 
email michael.tuttle@lakewoodoh.net

More listings at: 
www.lakewoodobserver.com
Post Your Event - It’s FREE!

West End Tavern presents:

18514 Detroit Avenue, 
Lakewood, OH  44107
phone: 216-521-7684 

fax: 216-521-9518 

“Sunday Brunch”
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

A 20-Year Lakewood Tradition
Eggs Benedict • Eggs Sardoux • 

Stuffed French Toast • Pot Roast Hash
Omelets • Fritatas • and more!

featuring our famous
"Mega Mimosas"

“Saturday
Bloody Mary Bar”

Create Your Own - 11 a.m.

Serving Breakfast/Lunch
featuring our famous 

Gourmet Meatloaf Stack and 
Savory Pot Roast

Voted Best Hamburger 
On The Northcoast!
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Did you know that more than 
half of all people in United States 
have a cataract by age 65?  A 
cataract is a slowly developing 
clouding of the normally clear 
human lens of the eye resulting in 
blurry vision, faded colors, glare 
and sensitivity to light, poor night 
vision, and frequent prescription 
changes. 

Ò Sometimes new glasses, 
brighter lighting, sunglasses, 
a brimmed cap, or magnifying 
lenses can help,Ó  says Peter 
McGannon, MD, of Cleveland 
Clinic Ophthalmology/Lakeland 
Eye in Lakewood. Ò However, 
surgery to remove the cloudy lens 
and replacing it with an artificial 

lens should be considered when 
cataracts interfere with daily 
activities.Ó

Make an appointment for a 
dilated eye exam if you have 
blurred vision or if you are 
over age 60 and have not had 
a comprehensive exam in the 
last two years. Your eye care 
professional can detect the 
presence of a cataract or any other 
conditions that may cause the 
blurred vision.

To schedule an appointment 
with Peter McGannon, MD, 
Ophthalmologist, Cleveland Clinic 
Ophthalmology/Lakeland Eye in 
Lakewood, call 216.529.5320.

For patients with diabetes, managing the disease is often all about the 
numbers Ð  blood sugar levels, A1C, blood pressure, cholesterol, BMI and 
more.  While keeping track of these numbers is critical to good health, it can 
also be overwhelming and a little disheartening.

When you get discouraged, remember that you are so much more than a 
number.  Diabetes will always be a part of your life, but it does not define 
who you are.  Keep these helpful tips in mind Ð  itÕ s your life and your 
diabetes!
Make time for you.  Put your needs first and you’ll find that a healthier, 

happier you benefits those around you.
You are the most important person on your diabetes team.
Decide to keep fighting.
Identify what motivates you.
Attitude is everything.  Diabetes can be a discourager, make it a motivator.
Be in control of Ð  not controlled by Ð  your diabetes.
Everything in balance.
Team Ð  no one should have to face diabetes alone. Who is on your team?
Eat healthy and live your best life. 
Small changes reap big rewards.

Remember the Lakewood Hospital Diabetes and Endocrine Center can 
be your resource in providing helpful advice in a supportive environment.  
Our goal is to provide a comprehensive resource to diabetes patients, with 
endocrinologists, educators and dieticians in one central location. To make 
an appointment with one of our endocrinologists, or for diabetes education, 
call us at 216.529.5300.

Test your knowledge of a certified nurse-midwife (CNM). 
1. A certified nurse-midwife is a person who delivers babies in the home.  T    F
2. There is no difference between a certified nurse-midwife and a lay midwife.  T    F
3. Certified nurse-midwives only care for women who are pregnant or of childbearing 

age.  T    F
4. Most insurance plans that cover obstetrical and gynecological services also will cover 

services provided by a certified nurse-midwife.  T    F
5. Certified nurse-midwives practice with a physician.   T    F
6. A certified nurse-midwife provides medical care that includes which of the following?

a. Physical exams
b. Contraceptive counseling
c. Preconception and maternity care
d. Perimenopausal and post menopausal consultation
e. All of the above

1. False. A certified nurse-midwife (CNM) may practice in various settings including 
the hospital, home and birthing center. In any practice setting, provision for the safety of 
mother and baby is a primary concern.

2. False. Certified nurse-midwives are individuals who are educated in the two 
disciplines of nursing and midwifery. They also have successfully passed the national 
certification examination of the American College of Nurse-Midwives. Most lay 
midwives have not gone through a nursing curriculum and certification process under 
nursing.

3. False. Although midwives are best known for their expert care of women during 
their pregnancies and especially during the birth of their children, midwives see female 
patients in their teens until they are well into menopause.

4. True. However, it is important to check with your insurance plan to verify coverage.

5. True. Certified nurse-midwives always team with a physician to ensure the patient 
receives the very best care.

6. The answer is eÑ all of the above.

For over 20 years, the midwives at Lakewood Hospital have been offering families 
alternative birthing services as well as support, advice and personalized care. 
Additionally, our team of experts is backed by the Cleveland Clinic ChildrenÕ s Hospital 
Level III Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at Fairview Hospital. For more information call 
216.227.2500 or visit lakewoodhospital.org/midwifery.

Cataracts Can Cloud Your Vision

People with Diabetes Are More 
than Just a Number

What Do You Know About

   Midwives?
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Lakewood City News

Timothy P. Laskey
certified public accountant

Tax Preparation & 
Accounting Services

individual •  small business
corporate •  estate

12511 Madison Avenue
Lakewood, OH 44107

P: 216/521-2100
F: 216/521-3258

City Implements New Programs To Improve Housing
Council President Mary Lou-

ise Madigan called the May 2, 2011 
Council meeting to order at 7:37 P.M. 
Council started the meeting by read-
ing ordinances for the second time 
and voting to place them back into 
their specific committees for fur-
ther discussion. They then moved on 
to announcing a few appointments. 
Councilman Shawn Juris (Ward 
3) appointed Bryan Schwegler, and 
Councilman Ryan Nowlin (At-Large) 
appointed John Mitterholzer to the 
Citizens’ Advisory Committee.

Mayor Mike Summers then 
updated Council on several housing 
initiatives the City is working on. The 
first thing he discussed was the WebQA 
system that has been installed for the 
use of the Department of Building and 
Housing. WebQA is foremost a housing 
inspection database system that will 
simplify inspections while at the same 
time keep record of all the pertinent 
information for any given property. 
After giving a brief description of the 
system, the Mayor asked the Director 
of Building and Housing, Jeff Ashby to 
give a bit more information on it.

Director Ashby reported that the 
new system went live on April 4, 2011. 
Although they have experienced some 
“growing pains” while they polish the 
system, programming it with neces-
sary templates, he said the staff have 
taken to it rather well. In the time the 
system has been in place it has already 
helped the Housing Department with 
100 correction notices, 200 permits, 
and the issuance of several licenses. 
Director Ashby made a point to tell the 
members of Council that they would be 
holding a training session for them to 
learn how to use the system. As the sys-
tem is web based, and can be accessed 
from anywhere, it can be a useful tool 
when working with constituents.

The Mayor chimed in that due to 
its easy accessibility there are plans of 
testing out the system on an iPad in the 
field during an inspection. This would 
greatly decrease the amount of time 
used per inspection. Instead of the 
inspector having to go back to the office 
to input all his notes into the computer 
after an inspection, they would be able 
to do it from the site, cutting the time 
spent per inspection about in half. 
If the iPad doesn’t work they are also 
looking at some tablet PC’s to possi-
bly try instead. He said this would be 
a great step toward his goal of inspect-
ing every one and two family home in 
Lakewood every 3 years. In order to 
do that he estimated that an inspec-
tor would have to inspect an average 
of 3.5 houses a day and in order to do 
that they need to keep inspectors in the 
field, and this software can do that.

Next Mayor Summers announced 
the release of a Lakewood landlords’ 
guide, available online, title “Best Land-
lord Practices: A Manual for Lakewood 
Landlords.” The manual has been in 
the works for several years and many 
people have worked very hard on it. It 
is meant to be a guide to help landlords 
in Lakewood run their rental businesses 
successfully. The Mayor said he looks 

forward to every landlord in the City 
having the manual, and more impor-
tantly knowing and comprehending 
what is in it. There is a lot of information 
in it to take in and Mayor Summers says 
he believes it is a good first step in a pro-
active educational campaign, working 
with Lakewood’s landlords. Although 
they believe the manual is good the 
way it is now, the Mayor stated that he 
saw it as “a good first draft,” accepting 
that there are always things that can 
be made better or that will need to be 
updated. As a part of that process they 
look forward to receiving feedback from 
landlords. They have already made a few 
updates based on the input of six land-
lords that have looked it over, and it is 
reasonable to believe that there may be 
further updates and editions due to fur-
ther input.

The last item the Mayor discussed 
as part of his housing updates was 
the status of Lakewood’s new Geo-
graphical Information System (GIS). 
He stated that the system was slated 
to be installed in about two weeks. 
The GIS will allow the City to keep 
track of data from the departments of 
Police, Fire, Human Services, Hous-
ing, Water, Public Works, Finance, and 
many other parts of the City all in one 
place. The system will connecte each 
piece of information to its geographi-
cal location, allowing the City to have 
a comprehensive view of its services 
at any given address or location in the 
city. This will allow the City to create 
the opportunity to have departments 
working together more efficiently and 
could save the city money. The Mayor 
said it did not seem to make sense for 
different City officials to show up three 
different times to the same address to 
cover issues when they could have all 
the necessary people show up together 
and handle the situation at once. 

Upon completing his update, 
Mayor Summers asked members of 
Council if they had any questions 
regarding the programs being put in 
place. Councilwoman Monique Smith 
(At-Large) said she was glad to hear 
that the WebQA system would allow 
inspectors to do their jobs more effi-
ciently and spend more time in the 
field. She asked, however, if the Mayor 
had any projected goals as to the 
number of inspections that would be 
preformed in a set amount of time.

The Mayor responded saying that 
the city has roughly 15,000 one and 
two family homes, and if they are plan-
ning on inspecting each one at least 
once in a three year cycle they would 
have to inspect 5,000 homes every 12 
months. He continued saying that this 
is in addition to the complaint-driven 
inspections they perform, which can 
add up to a couple thousand a year. He 
believes that an inspector should be 
able to average around 3.5 inspections 
a day, and with 15 inspectors he thinks 
this is a very achievable number. He did 
clarify that the 3.5 is a minimum aver-
age and that on occasion inspectors 
sometimes get 10 or 15 houses done 

in a day, but some inspections require 
more time than others and so they are 
therefore aiming for the 3.5 average.

The Mayor also said that using this 
system in conjunction with the GIS sys-
tem they will be able to see what kind 
of progress they are making. Therefore 
they can see how many houses are done 
in each ward respectively and if they 
are keeping on pace with their goal.

Councilman David Anderson 
(Ward I) then thanked the Mayor 
for making housing one of his main 
focuses. He listed the facts that 52% of 
Lakewood residents rent, 50% of the 
houses in Lakewood were built before 
1918 and that last year there were 2,600 
housing licenses issued making hous-
ing a big issue. He also said he was 
looking forward to working with the 
administration to help them create 
tools that not only attract world class 
landlords but also world class tenants 
to Lakewood as well. He continued 
saying that Lakewood should market 
itself as “the place to be in Cuyahoga 
County” and try to get the word out 
that Lakewood has the backs of both 
good tenants as well as good landlords.

The Mayor responded, thanking 
Councilman Anderson for pointing 
out something very important. In the 
end it is all about making Lakewood 
a great community to live in and that 
includes attracting good landlords and 
tenants. These programs are designed 
to help reach that end.

Moving on to the next item on 
the agenda, Law Director Kevin But-
ler asked Council to consider passing 
an ordinance that would allow the 
Lakewood Public Library to build 
a sculpture on city property right 
in front of the Detroit Avenue loca-
tion. Normally, in any case where a 
structure is built on city property the 
structure has to go through rigorous 
approval process. The proposed ordi-
nance would allow the Library to select 
the artwork it wants to be displayed in 
front of its location without having to 
jump through all the City’s hoops.

The sculpture the Library plans to 
erect is part of a public arts project they 
Library envisioned when it began its 
grand construction and redesign work 
in 2006.

Director Butler said that the 
Director of the Library system, Jim 
Crawford, would be at the next Coun-
cil meeting to discuss their vision for 
the project and therefore asked that the 
ordinance be referred to the appropri-
ate committee to be discussed at that 
meeting. Council agreed and referred 
the ordinance to the Rules and Ordi-
nance Committee.

Director Butler then asked Coun-
cil to consider another ordinance. As of 
right now it is generally illegal to have 
alcoholic beverages on city property. 
However there are other ordinances 
that do make very limited exceptions 
to this law, the most prevalent of them 
being the sidewalk dining ordinance. 
The proposed ordinance is necessary to 
amend any inconsistencies there may 

be between the laws.
Council decided to refer the ordi-

nance to the Public safety Committee 
for further consideration.

The last item on the agenda was 
introduced by Fire Chief Scott Gil-
man. He asked that Council declare 
the week of May 15-20, 2011 as Emer-
gency Medical Services Week. He said 
that every year the Fire Department 
plans an event during that week to pro-
vide public education for safety and 
medical issues. However this year, due 
to potential blood shortages; they will 
be hosting a blood drive at Fire Station 
#1 (on Madison Ave by Warren). He 
closed by saying that “this was a chance 
to honor everyday heroes who provide 
emergency services 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, and to give members 
of the community a chance to be a hero 
too, by donating blood.”

Considering the time-sensitiv-
ity of the item, Council decided to 
suspend the rule and vote on the reso-
lution on its first reading. Upon voting, 
they passed the measure.

Coming to the end of the agenda 
the floor was opened for public com-
ment. Only one member of the public 
present wished to speak. A resident of 
Robinwood Avenue, between the High 
School and Madison Avenue, wished 
to raise some concerns as to the condi-
tion of his street. He stated that it was 
heavily pot-marked and came close to 
being the worst street in the city. Public 
Works Director, Joe Beno told him that 
the hot patch crews had just started that 
week to cover holes and although Rob-
inwood was not one of the expressed 
streets to be paved that it was being 
considered as one of the extras that get 
paved when those ones are done.

With no announcements from any 
members of Council or the adminis-
tration, Council President Madigan 
adjourned the meeting at 8:26 P.M.

Council meetings are held every 
first and third Monday of the month 
at 7:30 P.M. in the City Hall Audito-
rium. The next regularly scheduled 
Council meeting will be held on June 
6, 2011. For a copy of the agenda or for 
any other information regarding the 
Lakewood City Council, you can find 
it at onelakewood.com/citygovern_
council.html.

by Christopher Bindel
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Lakewood City News

by Greg Mahoney
Hello. First and foremost, I would 

like to introduce myself to the readers 
of the Lakewood Observer! My name is 
Greg Mahoney; I serve as the Secretary 
of the City of Lakewood, Community 
Relations Advisory Commission. I 
have served on the Community Rela-
tions Advisory Commission since 
2009 when Councilman Tom Bullock 
appointed me. My commission col-
leagues elected me Secretary in 2010. I 
am a lifelong resident of Lakewood. I 
am a 2002 graduate of Lakewood High 
School. I then went on to Cuyahoga 
Community College, Western Cam-
pus in Parma, Ohio where I received an 
Associate of Applied Business degree in 
Paralegal Studies in 2009.

The primary function of the City 
of Lakewood Community Relations 
Advisory Commission is to serve as a 
general advisory liaison between resi-
dents of the city and city officials. The 
commission also works on projects and 
sponsors events that focus on commu-
nity empowerment and involvement. 
The Commission consists of thirteen 
members all appointed by either the 
Mayor or a Member of Lakewood City 
Council. The Commission meets on 
the second Tuesday of every month at 
6:30 pm in the Jury Room at Lakewood 
City Hall. We invite and encourage the 
public to attend!

As a further avenue to connect to 
the Lakewood community we serve, I 
am going to be writing a monthly col-
umn in this publication, the Lakewood 
Observer, to provide a follow-up from 
what business took place in our general 
meetings and to provide further ways 
and means for the community to get 
more involved in our events and the 
workshops that we offer. This article is 
going to focus on the business from the 
Commission’s April meeting.

The Members of the Commission 
met on Tuesday April 12, 2011 with 
the meeting being called to order by 
the Commission’s chairperson, April 
Stoltz. Ms. Stoltz then yielded the floor 
to commission member Karen Kura-
moto to facilitate a discussion about 
the current challenges in terms of 
outreach to the Lakewood immigrant 
community. Ms. Kuramoto went into 
further detail about how language and 
communication barriers are some of 
the most predominant issues when it 
comes to outreach to the immigrant 
community. The commission then fol-
lowed up on some of the discussion 
topics from the commission spon-
sored youth conversation that was held 
in February which featured a panel of 
students from Lakewood High School 
who discussed their likes and dislikes 
about being youths living in Lakewood. 
The members of the commission are 
currently working to provide short 
and long-term solutions such as the 
possibility of adding a member of the 
youth community to our commission. 
The commission has also formed a 
sub-committee to focus on a possible 
youth recreation/activity center and 
to facilitate a more enhanced working 

partnership between the Schools and 
YMCA, stay tuned!

Fellow Commission Member 
Nadhal Eadah is the head of LOBC, 
Lakewood Outdoor Basketball Com-
mittee. LOBC has had a successful 
track record in getting the Kauffman 
Park hoops up and running last year 
with the average court user being the 
age of 12. The usage of the Kauffman 

Community Relations Advisory Commission Report
Park hoops is growing in popularity to 
the extent that LOBC is working with 
the City to look at other potential loca-
tions throughout the city to install 
hoops.

Fellow Commission Member 
and Lakewood High School instruc-
tor Joe Lobozzo is the student advisor 
for RAD, Lakewood High School’s 
race and diversity organization. The 

commission and RAD are currently 
looking at the possibility of hosting 
an ethnic taste of Lakewood, showcas-
ing some of the ethnic restaurants that 
Lakewood has to offer. Stay tuned, as a 
sub- committee from our commission 
will be working out the details on this!

With no other business to come 
before the commission, the meeting 
was adjourned at 8:08 p.m.

by Matthew Sattler
As a member of the City of Lake-

wood’s Housing Nuisance Abatement 
Appeals Committee and an owner of 
investment property, I was eager for 
the release of the City’s Best Rental 
Practices Manual. Released earlier this 
month, the manual provides landlords 
with a useful handbook, complete with 
best practices in managing the rental 
process, tenant relations, and inter-
facing with the City of Lakewood. It is 
must read for any new investor or the 
seasoned investor looking to augment 
his or her knowledge.

Part of the manual’s appeal is 
that in developing its contents, Mayor 
Mike Summers and the City consulted 
with several area landlords and solic-
ited their feedback in developing a set 
of best practices. It is likely because of 
the City’s commitment to work with 
the private sector that landlords will 
find the manual far from a typical top-
down, bureaucratic document filled 
with legalese, aimed not at improving 
landlord-tenant relations, but instead 
at providing cover for the City. Rather, 
readers should find the manual easy 
to read and complete with the practi-
cal advice necessary to enjoy success 
within the City.

While the manual undoubt-
edly provides considerable practical 
advice useful to any landlord, its value 
exceeds the management methods 
outlined within. Too often, city gov-
ernments are hostile to real estate 
investors. Frequently, the presumption 
is that investors are detrimental to the 
growth and sustainability of a city and 
its housing stock. Oftentimes, officials 
work under the assumption that only 
owner-occupants are interested in the 
long-term viability of the City. And 
while there are certainly the unscru-
pulous few, looking to invest as little as 
possible and seeking to realize short-
term profits, I would contend that there 

are an equal number of both investors 
and renters committed to maintain-
ing the quality and preservation of the 
City’s housing stock. Furthermore, 
part of the reason Lakewood is attrac-
tive is that it provides both unique 
for sale housing and a robust, afford-
able, and distinct rental market. The 
combination of housing options has 
facilitated the creation of a diverse and 
vibrant City.

The question then for the City of 
Lakewood is how to continue to attract 
responsible investors, who aim to both 
profit from the asset and provide safe 
and high-quality housing to residents, 
because there is undoubtedly a corre-
lation between responsible landlords 
and responsible tenants. A proactive, 
engaged landlord, committed to both 
near-term profits and the long-term 
financial and structural sustainability 
of his or her asset will certainly serve 
to improve the neighborhoods in which 
rental units are located. Therefore, the 
benefit of developing a manual such as 
the City of Lakewood’s is that it seeks 
to attract new investment, enhance 
existing management, and provide the 

guidance required for long term success.
Through the publication of the 

rental manual, Mayor Summers and 
the City of Lakewood have effectively 
communicated to responsible inves-
tors that the City is open for business 
to those that seek to both make a profit 
and improve the quality of life for 
residents. Correspondingly, the City 
should hope that the effect of such a 
message is an increase in responsible 
investment, better landlord-tenant 
relations, and an improved quality of 
life for all residents. Kudos to Mayor 
Summers and the City for a wonderful 
piece of work.

City Makes Strides To Improve 
Landlord-Tenant Relations

Warehouse 
available for 

parties & 
fundraisers

Sundays -Enjoy our a la carte & delicious Brunch
Mondays- Buy One, Get One- Black Angus Burgers

Wednesdays- Try our $5 Menu!
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Lakewood Public Library
Writer, Poet, Speaker, And Ex-Rocker Jaime Adoff
by Kathryn Tatnall

I first heard Jaime Adoff ’s name 
in the summer of 2006. I had just 
started working at the Lakewood Pub-
lic Library, in the Children’s and Youth 
Services Department, and was eager to 
learn anything I could about children’s 
literature. I knew nothing about Jaime 
or his work, but when I saw that he 
was going to speak at an area library, I 
jumped at the chance to meet someone 
who had published children’s books. 
Since I’d never heard a children’s 
author speak, I had high expectations 
for the experience. As it turned out, 
Jaime Adoff was nothing like what I 
expected; he was so much more.

Jaime was at Cuyahoga County 
Public Library that day to promote his 
2002 poetry book “The Song Shoots 
Out of My Mouth: a Celebration of 
Music” and his 2005 teen novel “Jimi 
and Me”. He began the reading with 
the poem “Finale”, and the song did 
indeed shoot out of his mouth. The 
words bounced and rolled, leaped and 
hopped, dived and shot straight up into 
the air. I felt each one of them. I tapped 
my toes and swayed to the rhythm cre-
ated by the words and his reading of 
them. I was not surprised when he told 
us he was a musician: He made music 
with words for me that day. Only a 
musician could make us feel the pulse, 
the rhythm, and the beat of his words. 
Only a musician could make us want 
to sing along.

He told the group gathered that 
day about his life growing up in Yel-
low Springs, Ohio. What it was like 
living with his parents, Arnold Adoff 
and Virginia Hamilton. How the cre-
ativity and energy that you could see 
swirling about him was a part of his 
daily upbringing. Jaime told us that 
he channelled all that creativity into 
music early on, attending Central State 
University to study drums and percus-
sion. He moved to New York in 1990 to 
attend the Manhattan School of Music 
to study voice and drums. After eight 
years as a singer/songwriter and front 
man for a rock band working towards 
a recording contract that never mate-
rialized, he began to write as a form of 
therapy for himself. Jaime had no idea 
at the time that his writing would turn 
into anything more. Thankfully, it did.

 Jaime Adoff has won the Lee Ben-

Author Jaime Adoff
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capabilities of Dr. Haddad to better serve our 
diverse community.  
 
For an appointment, call 216-227-1330. 
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Dr. Nada Haddad
Fluent in Arabic, French & English  
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1543-1_Metro_LW_9.5x7.5.indd   1 5/11/11   2:41:45 PM

nett Hopkins Honor Award for Poetry 
in 2003 for “The Song Shoots Out of 
My Mouth: a Celebration of Music”. 
The critically acclaimed “Names Will 
Never Hurt Me” was named a New 
York Public Library Book for the Teen 
Age in 2005 and was nominated as a 
Best Book for Young Adults. His sec-
ond novel for teens, “Jimi and Me”, 
earned him the 2006 Coretta Scott 
King/ John Steptoe Award for New Tal-
ent and was named the YALSA Quick 
Pick for Reluctant Readers.

His most recent novel for teens, 
“The Death of Jayson Porter”, received 
the 2010 BuckeyeTeen Book Award. It 
received starred reviews from Booklist, 
Library Media Connection, and VOYA 
magazine (5Q). It was also selected for 
the 2009 Choose to Read Ohio pro-
gram, a project of the State Library of 
Ohio to promote reading across the 
state, and was an Ohioana Book Award 
finalist in the Juvenile category.

Should you come to meet Jaime 
Adoff because he is an award-winning 
author and poet? Because he is the son 
of poet Arnold Adoff and late chil-
dren’s author, Virginia Hamilton?

Well, yes, but there is so much 
more. I would like you to come and 
meet the the man that I met five years 
ago. The writer, the poet, the speaker 
and the ex-rocker who is Jaime Adoff. 
I want you to sit on the edge of your 
seat and tap your toes and sway with 
the rhythm of his words. I want you to 

leave feeling the creativity roar through 
your head, the inspiration overflowing 
your hands, and the song of his poetry 
in your heart.

The Lakewood Public Library will 
host Jaime Adoff on Thursday, May 
19th at 7 p.m. in the Main Library 
Auditorium. I hope you will make it a 
point to come and meet this dynamic 
and inspirational man. He will be sign-
ing books after the program. Books 
will be available for purchase that 
night, courtesy of Borders Books. This 
program is free and open to the pub-
lic because of the generosity of the 
Friends of the Library and a grant from 
Cuyahoga Arts and Culture.
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The student artists of Art Explosion cordially invite you to their Art Show: May 21, 
2011, 3:00-5:00pm. at Lakewood Public Library Multipurpose Room.

by Arlie Matera
Something mysterious is coming 

to the library this month. It’s some-
thing that returns every summer with 
a new face and a new name. Something 
that starts small, but grows until by 
summer’s end thousands of kids are 
involved. Have you guessed it yet? It’s 
summer reading club, and this year it’s 
all about mysteries.

Starting on May 16th, children 
ages birth through fifth grade can 
sign up to be a part of “The Case of 
the Summer Reader.” Sixth through 
twelfth graders have their own read-
ing club, “The Poisoned Pen.” Kids will 
gather stamps and prizes as they go, 
and a special reward awaits those who 
complete thirty hours of reading (or 
thirty books for younger readers) by 
August 13th.

Due to the struggling economy, 
library sponsored summer reading pro-
grams have undergone rigorous scrutiny 
in recent years. LPL is proud to have 
been chosen as one of nine public librar-

ies for Ohio Dominican University’s 
2006-2009 study on the effectiveness of 
summer reading programs. The Domin-
ican study was the first to research 
summer reading on a national scale, and 
the results are overwhelmingly positive. 
Children who participated in a sum-
mer reading program scored higher on 
reading achievement tests given in the 
fall. They were also, “More enthusiastic, 
more motivated, and more confident as a 
result of their participation,” says Susan 
Roman, the study’s project administra-
tor.

Last summer almost three thou-
sand children got involved in our 
community, had fun, and avoided 
“summer slide” by taking part in LPL’s 
summer reading club. Help us make 
2011 our best summer yet. Together 
we can crack the Case of the Summer 
Reader and solve the puzzle of the Poi-
soned Pen!

To register, stop by our Main or 
Madison Branch Summer Reading 
Club Desk, which started May 16.

Calling All Sleuths, 
Snoops, And Gumshoes!

by Julie Strunk
Friday, April 29, 2011 marked the 

second year that the Lakewood Pub-
lic Library held their “Everything 
But Your Prince” prom dress pro-
gram. One hundred fifteen teens who 
are planning on attending prom this 
spring and parents from Lakewood, 
Twinsburg, Lorain, Akron, Bedford, 
Collinwood and other Northeast Ohio 
communities “shopped” the library’s  
collection of free, gently-used formal 
gowns and additional accessories. Sixty 
five dresses and many more accessories 
left the library with teens anticipating 
their prom night! Librarians Audrey 
Sumser and Tracie Forfia developed 
the program after reading about simi-
lar events in libraries throughout the 
country. They wanted to make sure 
that tough economic times would not 
prohibit local girls’ dreams of attend-
ing prom. “We wanted to give back to 
the community and help make prom 
affordable for our local teens,” noted 
Forfia. “We remember how expensive 

our proms were, and we don’t want 
girls to not attend theirs because they 
cannot afford a dress,” adds Sumser.

Residents throughout the city 
of Lakewood and surrounding com-
munities responded enthusiastically 
and generously to the library’s call for 
donations, contributing close to 300 
dresses and additional accessories for 
this program.

Everything But Your Prince

The Mermaid Dress
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LPL Events Calendar

Down To Earth Prices - Let our hair angels 
cut, style, color, perm, or relax your hair. Our nail tech
will make your hands and feet look and feel heavenly. 
Free private parking - for all females salon

Down To Earth Prices - Let our hair angels 
cut, style, color, perm, or relax your hair. Our nail tech
will make your hands and feet look and feel heavenly. 
Free private parking - for all females salon

216.226.8616 
15309 Madison Avenue • FREE PARKING

Carabel Beauty Salon & Store

Your 
Feminine 
Connection

by Leana Donofrio-Milovan

Wednesday, May 18
Garfield and the Civil War

As an officer and soldier in the US Army during the Civil War, future presi-
dent James Garfield distinguished himself by his actions and learned something 
about his country along the way. Scott Longert will trace his entire military career 
with special emphasis on his time with the 42nd Ohio, which he led in the Battle 
of Middle Creek.
7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium
Saturday, May 21
Five Star Films: In Brilliant Black & White
The Heiress (1949) Directed by William Wyler

Olivia de Havilland plays a shy, gentle woman who is pursued by handsome, 
charming ne’er-do-well Montgomery Clift. She falls head over heels in love, but her 
rich and emotionally cruel father, Sir Ralph Richardson, threatens to disinherit her 
if she goes through with the wedding.
Saturday, May 21 at 6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium
Sunday, May 22
Sunday with the Friends: The Mike and Mary Show

While Mike tickles the ivories on our Steinway baby grand, Mary sings sensa-
tional songs from Broadway to Hollywood and points of interest in-between. They 
consider it their special privilege to introduce the great American composers to 
new audiences and are glad to rekindle cherished memories for the older folks, too. 
This program will be held in the First Floor Multipurpose Room.
2:00 p.m. in the First Floor Multipurpose Room
Monday, May 23

Do you have problems getting what you want or need from others? Do you 
wish you had more love in your life? Are you looking to bring more joy to the world 
around you? Are tender emotional wounds getting in the way of the life you want to 
live? Dr. River Smith, a local psychologist and the author of A Conspiracy to Love: 
Living a Life of Joy, Generosity & Power, introduces powerful techniques designed 
to put you back in control.
7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium
Wednesday, June 1
The Lakewood Historical Society: An Ohio History of the Under-
ground Railroad

Ohio played a big part in the plans of abolitionists, free blacks and runaway 
slaves who worked together on the dangerous journey to freedom. This illuminated 
presentation follows a path through the state’s known Underground Railroad sta-
tions on a journey to understanding. Cathy D. Nelson, the founder and president 
emeritus of the Friends of Freedom Society leads the way.
7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Wednesday, June 1
LEAF Nights: Every Wednesday- Beginning Wednesday, June 1

Bring the whole family and join your neighbors on the Library’s Front Porch to 
pick up your locally farmed produce and enjoy the labors of local artists, musicians 
and craftspersons.
5:30 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. Starts June 1st and continues through the 
harvest on the Main LibraryÕ s Front Porch
Saturday, June 4
Film Noir in the Fifties: Cops, Commies & Corruption
Pickup on South Street (1953) Directed by Sam Fuller

On a New York subway, FBI agents are shadowing Jean Peters, a femme fatale 
who is delivering stolen government microfilm to her communist boyfriend. Pick-
pocket Richard Widmark unwittingly filches the film and is out the door before the 
G-men realize what happened. Both the feds and the reds give chase as Widmark 
catches up with Peters and romances her at his dockside shack. In the end, streetwise 
snitch Thelma Ritter gets away clean with an Oscar nod for her supporting role.
6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium
Sunday, June 5
Sunday with the Friends: Ernie Krivda Solo Saxophone

Seeing Ernie Krivda as a solo artist changes everything. Listen as he brings the 
full range of his influences into every performance. Jazz and blues swing together 
with classical cadences and small flecks of folk music. The master is challenging 
himself and succeeding right before our eyes. (This new date reflects a change 
made after our program guide was released.)
2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium
Monday, June 6
Power Living

Do you have problems getting what you want or need from others? Do you 
wish you had more love in your life? Are you looking to bring more joy to the world 
around you? Are tender emotional wounds getting in the way of the life you want to 
live? Dr. River Smith, a local psychologist and the author of A Conspiracy to Love: 
Living a Life of Joy, Generosity & Power, introduces powerful techniques designed 
to put you back in control.
7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium
Thursday, June 9
Booked for Murder International

In feudal Japan, on the eve of a great battle, the body of the Shogun’s cousin sur-
faces forty years after his apparent murder. Samurai detective Sano Ichiro is called 
away from a showdown with his mortal enemy to investigate the crime- only to find 
that his own mother is the number one suspect. As the countdown to her execution 
approaches, he must both exonerate her and come to grips with his family’s past.
7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Meeting Room
Sunday, June 12
Sunday with the Friends: The Life of a Civil War Soldier

The devil is in the details. See the war through the eyes of a Union soldier and 
learn about the uniforms, weapons and tools of battle. Author Harold George will 
recount the techniques used to recruit boys into the Union Army and the methods 
for treating the wounded and the dead.
2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Saturday, June 18
Five Star Films: In Brilliant Black & White
The Bitter Tea Of General Yen (1933) Directed by Frank Capra

An American missionary, Barbara Stanwyck, arrives in Shanghai to meet her 
fiancée. Trapped in a civil war battle, she’s confined to the palace of a powerful 
warlord, Nils Asther. He’s attracted to her, and she becomes a moth to his flame. 
Against his better judgment, the warlord grants her a fateful request.
6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Technology Classes at Main Library

Saturday, June 4
Word Processing Basics

A word processor is more than just a typewriter with a screen. It’s a whole new 
approach to creating, saving and updating all kinds of documents—from fliers to 
letters to manuscripts and more. This is not a typing class, but the skills you’ll learn 
will serve you well in every aspect of your computing life.
3:00 p.m. in the Learning Lab
Thursday, June 9
Job Hunting Workshop

Put the resources of the Learning Lab to work in the search for your next job. 
Learn to navigate job listings, create an internet-friendly resume, and communi-
cate effectively with employers. Students are encouraged tosign up for an email 
account before taking this class.
10:00 a.m. in the Learning Lab
continued on next page

by Kathryn Tatnall
On Saturday, May 28 Family Music 

and More will present the Disney clas-
sic, “The Jungle Book”. Originally 
released on October 18,1967, the film 
is the 19th offering in the Walt Disney 
Animated Classic series. It also hap-
pens to be the last film produced by 
Walt Disney himself, who died during 
the production. Inspired by the stories 
of Rudyard Kipling, the movie follows 
the journey of Mowgli. The little boy 
who, with the wisdom and caution of 
Bagheera and the enticing fun of Baloo 
the bear, makes his way from the jungle 
to the man-village where he will be safe 
from the bengal tiger, Shere Khan.The 
movie is a rollicking romp through the 

wild,and includes the toe-tapping tunes, 
“The Bare Necessities” and “I Wan’na 
Be Like You.” Featuring the voice talents 
of Phil Harris and Sebastian Cabot and 
filled with fun, this movie is sure to be a 
hit with the whole family.

Please join us at 7p.m. in the Mul-
tipurpose room of the Main Library for 
the last Family Music and More of the 
season.  The Family Music and More 
season runs September through May 
featuring movies and live performers 
of music, magic, puppet, and stories for 
the whole family.

Our programs are all free and open 
to the public because of the generosity 
of the Friends of the Library and a grant 
from Cuyahoga Arts and Culture.

Family Music And More 
Presents Ò The Jungle Book!Ó

All Events and Programs Are Free And Open To The Public 
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Lakewood Schools
Lakewood Alumni Foundation Looks To The Future

by Arian May
As parents we want the very best 

for our children. We hope that they 
have every opportunity to reach their 
full potential, and we work to provide 
the best chance for them to succeed at 
school and in life. So, when employ-
ment and other life situations require 
the need for child care, Lakewood 
offers the Family Life Child Care Cen-
ter of Lakewood to parents. We help 
your children get a great start in life by 
providing exceptional child care and 
exceeding industry standards in cur-
riculum development. Our program 
has continually been recognized as 
a first-rate program and our center is 
rated higher than 95% of all the child 
care providers in the State of Ohio with 
regard to quality of care.

We offer year round care for infants, 
toddlers and preschool-aged children. 
Our enthusiastic and experienced staff 
ensures competent and loving care and 
provides a nurturing environment. 
Each age group receives the individual-
ized attention they need to develop and 
advance educationally and socially. By 
the time your child is ready for kinder-
garten, he/she is well prepared to enter 
school healthy and ready to learn!

Serving Emerson and Harrison 
Elementary Schools, our before-and-
after school care for kindergarten-5th 

by Stan Austin
The nineteen proposals on envi-

ronmental issues that were described in 
the prior article of this series have now 
become six finalists rounding the bend 
and heading for the finish line which 
is a formal presentation to Lakewood 
decision-makers.

To bring you up to speed you 
will recall that the LHS 2.0 class is 
approaching traditional learning in 
combination with some of the web-
based technology which is not only 
widely used today, but increasingly will 
be the backbone of advanced societies 
and economies.

The class has partnered with the 
Lakewood Observer for an Earth Day 
Project. This entails the class con-
ducting original research identifying 
environmental problems they see in 
Lakewood, analyzing the problems and 
showcasing them in video format and 
then proposing solutions.

In this article I want to briefly 
explain the process of selection that 
LHS teacher, Sean Wheeler, and I used 
to select the six. Then sit back with me 
while we watch a teacher at work.

I will give short titles to each of the 
six proposals and the final article will 
include a synopsis of each proposal as it 
is presented. The environmental issues 
are: Gum Problem, Clean Air, Litter in 
the Valley, Recycling, Bike Lanes, and 
Lakewood Park Litter.

Wheeler and I chose these from 
the nineteen because each demon-
strated well-researched analysis of an 

issue that was then presented in a com-
pelling fashion. In the classroom again 
last week, I would offer some remarks 
on each of the six then watch as the 
teacher went over each presentation 
with the proverbial fine-toothed comb. 
First to get attention was grammar and 
spelling. Even with today’s spell check 
and word usage programs embedded 
into software, mistakes are made. To 
any teacher, these are intolerable and 
the first to be dealt with. Then comes 
an overview of the basic construc-
tion of the thesis or argument being 
presented. Any flaws in the logic are 
pointed out. Then attention is directed 
to the technical aspects of the video. 
Maybe the choice of background music 
isn’t proper for the issue or maybe it 
just doesn’t help explain the issue. 
Some of the videos needed shortening, 
touch up, correction or even additions 
to make them top notch.

And here’s the catch. Remem-
ber this class is the first to make use 
of netbooks, the internet, iPods, and 
social media. Well, all of this teacher 
review was conducted sans gadgets. 
This was just one-on-one, face-to-face, 
the teacher explaining, students listen-
ing, education as has been practiced for 
millennia.

Next comes the formal presen-
tations. Wheeler and I will send out 
invitations to Lakewood decision-
makers. The students will have done 
rehearsing, chosen some professional 
clothes for the day, and on behalf of their 
entire LHS 2.0 class, show us their best.

Emerson Elementary 
Chalkfest 2011
by Jeannie Gielty

Didn’t Van Gogh get his start in chalk? Well, maybe not, but Lakewood has the 
opportunity to see the budding student artists of Emerson Elementary (13439 Clif-
ton Blvd, Lakewood, OH) do amazing things in this medium during Chalkfest 2011 
on Friday, May 20 from 9 am-2 pm. Past Chalkfests have proved to be a colorful med-
ley of whimsical art that brightens up the whole neighborhood. All day, all grades 
participate in this fun, outdoor activity. Drop by and see the artists create great works 
that the whole community can enjoy. Rain day is set for Monday, May 23, 2011. Con-
tact Jeannie Gielty at emersonptopress@gmail.com for more information.

by Margaret Brinich
Founded in 1984, the Lakewood 

Alumni Foundation (LAF) is an educa-
tion fund operating in support of the 
Lakewood City School district. Our 
mission is to support the Lakewood 
City Schools’ tradition of offering an 
opportunity-rich environment for its 
students through advocacy and finan-
cial support. Governed by a 15-member 
volunteer alumni board of trustees, 
the LAF presently employs a part-time 
executive director and a part-time 

administrative assistant.
In today’s tough economy, the 

role of the Foundation has grown sub-
stantially. Already well known for 
distributing nearly $50,000 in scholar-
ships each year to graduating seniors at 
Lakewood High, LAF has seen increases 
in requests for supplemental funds 
throughout the school year for a vari-
ety of activities. Rising to the occasion 
for students, teachers and coaches alike, 
LAF provides financial support through 
a general fund as well as through spe-

cial endowments, such as the Margaret 
Warner Educational Grants program 
or the George P. Read Music Operating 
Fund. Perhaps most widely touted over 
the past two years, was the Foundation’s 
financial support of a group of students 
selected to attend a special celebration of 
music and civil rights with the Obama’s 
at the White House.

As financial need across the district 
continues to grow, LAF is commit-
ted to strengthening their role as a key 
supporter of the unique programs and 
opportunities that make Lakewood City 
Schools unique. In order to meet this 
goal, LAF is pursuing the addition of a 
third part-time staff member- a Fund-
raising and Special Events Manager. A 
short description of the newly created 

position is below. For more details, go 
to http://lakewoodcityschools.com/dis-
trictNewsArticle.aspx?artID=1110. 

Overall function of the Fundrais-
ing and Special Events Manager: The 
Fundraising & Special Events Man-
ager is responsible for managing the 
Foundation’s annual fund campaign, 
supporting fundraising campaigns for 
specific endowments, and coordinating 
special events. This part-time position 
reports directly to the Executive Direc-
tor and works closely with other staff, 
volunteers and donors. This individ-
ual will provide vision and strategic 
direction for the Foundation’s annual 
fund appeal with the goal of increasing 
income raised from targeted annual 
fund efforts and special events.

LHS 2.0 Earth Day Project 
Rounding The Bend

Only The Very Best For Our Kids
grade provides your child with a variety 
of structured and free choice activi-
ties. Whether your child needs to burn 
up some energy from a day of sitting 
in school or requires homework assis-
tance, our program provides supervised 
enrichment and recreation along with a 
nutritious afternoon snack.

It’s summertime and “mom, I’m 
bored” is getting old quickly! Our school 
age summer camp has been designed to 
prevent summer boredom with themes 
such as Gross and Gooey Science, Game 
Show Week, Kid’s Kitchen, and Sports 
Channel. We provide a fun, learning 
environment, planned activities, weekly 
field trips, meals and snacks, trips to 
the pool, park and library, a summer 
reading program and more! This year, 
parents can choose from 3, 4 and 5 day 
options! Our 2011 Camp runs from 
June 13 - August 19, Monday – Friday 
from 6:30am - 6pm.

We invite parents in the Lakewood 
community to come check us out! Our 
commitment to excellent child care 
along with our convenient location, 
make the Family Life Child Care Center 
of Lakewood a great place for your chil-
dren to learn, share and grow. For more 
information about our center or to enroll 
your child today, call 440.260.6001 or 
visit www.familylifecenters.org.

Saturday, June 11
Internet Basics

Getting around on the Internet isn’t hard—it’s just unfamiliar. Jump in and 
get your feet wet. Learn the basic skills and discover what’s been waiting for you 
online. We recommend that all students practice with Mousercise before class.

These vital exercises will help you get the most out.
3:00 p.m. in Learning Lab
Saturday, June 18
Web Searching Basics

How do you narrow down thousands of choices to find what you really need? 
Learn about the three types of online search tools and discover strategies for search-
ing with precision and speed.
3:00 p.m. in the Learning Lab
Saturday, June 25
E-mail Basics

It’s not too late to sign up for your own e-mail account. Many of them are free 
and all of them can be used to keep in touch with friends and family. Bring your 
questions and share your experiences with the rest of the class.
3:00 p.m. in the Learning Lab
Thursday, June 30
Intro to Database Searching

Are you writing a paper? Searching for professional publications? Looking for 
maps, graphs, or historic photos? Come learn the ins and outs of database search-
ing from one of our staff librarians.
7:00 p.m. in the Learning Lab

continued from previous page
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Schools

by Erin Fach
Baseball Summer Camp
Lakewood High School Varsity 

Head Baseball Coach Mike Ribar is host-
ing a baseball camp for kids ages 7-14. 
Camp will be held at Lakewood Stadium 
June 20-23. Ages 7-10 from 10:00 am to 
12:00 pm. Ages 11-14 from 12:30 pm to 
2:30 pm. Residents $40/NR $55. Partici-
pants must register in advance.

Baseball Individual Instruction
Schedule individual or small group 

sessions to improve your skills in pitch-
ing, catching, infield and outfield 
defense, hitting, base running, bun-
ting, mechanics and drills. Players of all 
ages have the opportunity to gain great 
instruction from Rangers Varsity Base-
ball Head Coach Mike Ribar, Rangers 
Pitching Coach Kevin Roche, plus other 
high school coaches per position. Con-
tact Coach Ribar at 216-970-5804.

Football Summer Camp
Lakewood High School Varsity 

Head Football Coach Ron Lewis is 
hosting a football camp for boys in 
grades 4-8. Participants will be broken 
down into age appropriate groups and 
work on various exercises and drills 
with the varsity coaches and players. 
The camp will be held at Lakewood 
Stadium July 25-27 from 6:00 pm to 

8:00 pm. Resident $45/NR $60. Partic-
ipants must register in advance.

Girls Basketball Summer Camp
Lakewood High School coaches 

are hosting a basketball camp for girls 
in grades 4-9. Camp held at Lakewood 
High School’s East Gym June 13-16 
from 8:30 am to 11:00 am. Residents 
$60/NR $75. Participants must register 
in advance. 

Boys Basketball Summer Camp
Lakewood High School Varsity 

Head Basketball Coach Phil Argento 
is hosting a basketball camp for boys 
in grades 4-9. Two sessions are being 
offered and will be held at Harding Mid-
dle School. Session 1: June 13-16. Session 
2: July 11-14. Grades 4-6 from 9:00 am to 
11:30 am. Grades 7-9 from 12:00 pm to 
3:00 pm. Residents $60/NR $75. Sign-up 
for both sessions and save $20. Partici-
pants must register in advance. 

Pee Wee Basketball Summer 
Camp

Lakewood High School Varsity 
Head Basketball Coach Phil Argento 
is hosting a basketball camp for kids in 
grades 1-3. Camp will be held at Garfield 
Middle School June 20-22 from 9:00 am 
to 11:30 am. Residents $35/NR $50. Par-
ticipants must register in advance. 

Volleyball Summer Camp

Lakewood High School Varsity 
Head Volleyball Coach Bojan Mioci-
novic is hosting a volleyball camp for 
kids in grades 4-12. Camp will be held 
at Lakewood High School’s East Gym 
June 20-24. Grades 4-6 from 8:00 am 
to 11:30 am. Grades 7-8 from 12:30 
pm to 4:30 pm. Grades 9-12 from 5:30 
pm to 9:00 pm. Residents $65/NR $80. 
Participants must register in advance. 

8th Grade Volleyball Team Camp
Lakewood High School Varsity 

Head Volleyball Coach Bojan Mio-
cinovic is hosting a team volleyball 
camp for girls in 8 grade. Camp will be 
held at Lakewood High School’s East 
Gym from 6:00 pm to 9:30 pm. Har-
ding June 28-July 1. Garfield July 5-8. 
Residents Only $30. Participants must 
register in advance. 

Volleyball Summer Clinic
Dale Brogan and Lakewood High 

School alumni and current varsity play-
ers are hosting a summer volleyball 
clinic for kids in grades 4-6. The clinics 
will be held at Garfield Middle School 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays June 28-July 
21 from 9:00 am to 11:00 am. First hour 
learning and practicing techniques and 
fundamentals in passing, setting, and 
serving. Second hour playing games. 
All participants will receive a Lakewood 

Rangers Volleyball T-shirt. Participants 
must register in advance. 

Soccer Summer Camp
Lakewood High School coaches 

and players are hosting a soccer camp 
for kids ages 7-14. Camp will be held 
at Lakewood Stadium June 27-30. Ages 
7-10 from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm. Ages 
11-14 from 12:30 pm to 2:30 pm. Resi-
dents $70/NR $80. Participants must 
register in advance. Players are to wear 
cleats and shin guards and bring a ball 
and water bottle.

Youth Soccer Fundamentals
Lakewood Recreation Department 

is offering Soccer Fundamentals for 
kids in Grades Kindergarten through 
6th. The coordinator Joe Julian and 
his assistants will teach soccer skills 
including dribbling, kicking, receiv-
ing and passing. Skills are taught in 
an enthusiastic and enjoyable way. 
Participants must supply shin guards, 
water bottle and soccer or tennis shoes. 
Camp held at Madison Park Soccer 
Field on Tuesdays and Thursdays June 
14-July 21. Grades 4-6 from 4:30 pm to 
5:15 pm. Grades K-1 from 5:30 pm to 
6:15 pm. Grades 2-3 from 6:30 pm to 
7:15 pm. Residents $45/NR $65. Par-
ticipants must register in advance. 

LHS Summer Sports Camps

by Christine Gordillo
A program designed to give girls 

the tools to build strong and healthy 
lives physically, socially and emo-
tionally has landed at two Lakewood 
schools. The Girls on the Run pro-
gram, which has been around for 15 
years, made its debut this year at Emer-
son Elementary School and Harding 
Middle School, where it is called Girls 
on Track for those in grades 6-8.

The program’s mission is to educate 
and prepare girls for a lifetime of self-
respect and healthy living. Twice a week 
for 10 weeks, the girls get together for an 
hour and spend the first half hour talking 
about issues that affect young and adoles-
cent girls such as bullying, peer pressure 
and body images and the media, etc. The 
advisers – teacher Erica Intihar at Emerson 
and guidance counselor Emily Adkins at 
Harding – then extend the lesson through 
a half-hour of running, designed to build 
confidence in the young girls as they get 
stronger each week.

The program culminates with a 
celebratory 5K (3.1 miles) race that 
brings Girls on the Run clubs from all 
over Northeast Ohio together. That 
race will be held on May 21 in Akron. 
Recently, both clubs held a practice race 
to give the girls a feel for what a 5K feels 
like. For many of the girls, Girls on the 
Run was the first time they’ve ever run 
for fitness other than gym class.

In the practice race, family, friends 
and teachers lined the course as the 
girls ran a route around their respec-
tive schools, and whether or not they 
walked part of it or made it the entire 
way running, the smiles of accomplish-

ment were evident on everyone’s face. 
Assistant coaches from the clubs who 
have assisted Adkins and Intihar ran 
alongside the girls to keep them moti-
vated. At Harding, helping out Adkins 
are teachers Mindy Conway, Nell 
Franks, Carol Kerr and Melissa Grin-
nell. At Emerson, the assistant coaches 
are: teachers Kim Borawski, Jenn Mol-
lison and Christi Roten, instructional 
assistant Tracy Dombrowski and par-
ent Kathleen Jouriles.

“Girls on the Run has been a posi-
tive experience for all girls involved.  
We are not only learning how to take 
care of ourselves physically and emo-
tionally through running but these 
young ladies are developing a great 
sense of love and respect for themselves 

and each other because of Girls on the 
Run,” said Emerson’s Intihar. “It is a 
joy to see them develop their character 
and confidence at each practice.”

At Harding, Conway says that from 
the feedback she’s hearing from some 
teachers, the program is working as teach-
ers have noticed that some shyer students 
have started to speak up more in class.

Seventh-grader Caroline Davis 
agrees, “Girls on Track has helped 
me become less shy and make new 
friends,” she said.

Added sixth-grader Lydia Duluk, 
“Girls on Track has helped me be OK 
with who I am.”

Seems like the program is defi-
nitely a runaway success!

Girls On The Run Gives Girls Leg Up On 
Healthy Mindset

Emerson Girls on the Run members Kiara Tyus (left) and Seta Nagbe show their 
exhilaration in crossing the finish line of their practice 5K race.

For more information or to register call the 
Recreation Department at 216-529-4081or visit 
us on-line at www.lakewoodrecreation.com

LHS Girls’ Rugby 
Headed To National 
Tournament
by Christine Gordillo

The Lakewood High girls’ rugby 
team is gearing up for a trip of a life-
time. By beating rival St. Joseph 
Academy, the team played its way to 
the top ranking in Ohio and second-
ranked team in the Midwest and has 
earned a spot in USA Rugby’s National 
Tournament, to be held May 20-22 
in Salt Lake City, Utah. The team is 
seeded fourth in the tournament.

Because the team is a club sport, it 
has had to raise every penny needed for 
the $15,000 travel tab for the 24 team 
members and chaperones going to Utah. 
Besides a variety of fund-raisers held 
throughout the year, each player was 
asked to chip in $400 toward the trip.

“Unfortunately with today’s times 
this is a tough order, but I can’t let 
money stand in the way of something 
that these athletes will certainly carry 
with them for the rest of their lives,” 
said coach Andre Bruwer.

Bruwer said he expects a, “Tough, 
tough weekend,” of competition as 
the team’s opening round opponent is 
a team from California who has been 
in the finals of the competition before. 
If the Rangers get past that team, the 
defending champions, another Cali-
fornia team, awaits them.

No matter what the outcome for 
these tough Ranger athletes, the trip is 
sure to leave a lasting impression.

“For many this is their first time on 
a plane,” said Bruwer, “And for many 
others they have never seen mountains, 
so all in all it is certainly going to be a 
trip of a lifetime.”
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Going Green
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Call today!  216-227-1500  
Or Visit: www.GUBYDAL.net  

(ThatÕ s Ladybug spelled backwards!) 

by Melissa Meehan
Keep Lakewood Beautiful Great 

American Clean - Up in Lakewood and 
Earth Day event was a huge success this 
past Saturday, April 30. Over 150 par-
ticipants-children and adults picked up 
litter, raked up yard waste and collected 
recyclables in our community’s pub-
lic spaces. Armed with rakes, brooms, 
gloves, garbage and yard waste bags 
they spruced up our city parks, parking 
lots, tree lawns and curbs. Twenty-five 
individuals and groups registered for 
this year’s clean up and were assigned to 
clean up 22 of our city’s public spaces. 
Many walked in that morning as well 
asking what can I do to help. The city 
provided us with assistance at our two 
big parks and picked up our collected 
bags at various sites through the city. 
Our city’s biggest litter complaint was 
cigarette butts and we targeted that lit-
ter through out the city and specifically 
on our city sidewalks and curbs. Now 
that we got a head start on cigarette butt 
litter we are asking our businesses to 
continue the efforts by picking up and 
sweeping their store fronts daily. What 
a great community effort. Fortunately 
the weather was cooperative and we had 
warm and dry skies to make this clean 
up easier!

Volunteers were invited back to 
Lakewood Park after the clean up for a 
free lunch. Special thanks to Deagan’s 
who so generously supplied us with 
lunch. Volunteers ate fabulous gourmet 
sandwiches and salads prepared by Dea-
gan’s restaurant right here in Lakewood. 
The KLB Board baked and served des-
serts to the hungry crew along with 
Elmwood Bakery’s sweet donation of 
cakes for the entire crowd. The day con-
tinued with Lakewood’s own Earth Day 
Event. The afternoon was spent with 
lots of information sharing of recy-
cling/reducing/reusing, sustainability 
and greening of the community.  Earth 
friendly crafts were available as well as 
hands on events. Many thanks to the 
following groups and businessess who 
shared their expertise with commu-
nity members for t his free event: LEAF, 
H20, Nature’s Bin, Lakewood Garden 
Club, Cleveland Bike Group, Rocky 
River Watershed and the NEO Green 
Building Commission.

Many thanks to all those who 
participated in this day’s events. Each 
individual cannot be named who helped 
with the clean up by I am amazed at 
the responses to help: the retired cou-
ple who just moved to Lakewood and 
want to help, the 4 high school boys 
who get up at 8:00 am to do their part, 
our council members and the individ-
uals who pickup litter everyday as part 
of their daily walks. Thanks to each of 
you! Also thanks to the many regis-
tered groups who helped with the clean 
up. They are: Y Adventure Guides, 
H20, GrafTech International Hold-
ings Co., YMCA, Lakeland Block Club, 
Friends of Kaufman Park, Gold Coast 
Neighborhood Watch, Cub Scout Pack 
512, Chamber of Commerce, Hor-
ace Mann Environmental Club, St. 
Charles/ Onondaga Block Club, New 

Life Church, and Girl Scout Troops: 
188, 133, 352, 415, 70184, 70322.

Last but not least, come to KLB’s 
semi-annual Flower and Leaf Humus 
Sale this Saturday, May 21 at the Old 
Stone House at Lakewood Park from 
9am- 12 pm. Humus will be on sale 

for 2 bags for $5.00. Annuals, peren-
nials and herbs will also be available. 
Humus is great for gardens and plants 
and is almost guaranteed to keep plants 
green and healthy. Proceeds from this 
sale benefit KLB and our Adopt-A-Spot 
program which now has 55 garden 

by Chris Bata
Throughout spring and summer, 

the Cuyahoga Soil and Water Con-
servation District hosts rain barrel 
workshops around the county. Dur-
ing the one and one half hour session, 
the Cuyahoga SWCD representative 
explains the benefits of rain barrel use 
for individuals and the community, 
shows participants how to construct a 
rain barrel, and finally, offers guidance 
and answers questions as workshop 
participants work on making their rain 
barrels. Cuyahoga SWCD provides 
the materials (55-gallon food-grade 
plastic barrel, brass spigot, hose barb, 
downspout diverter and hose, PTFE 
tape) and the tools (drill, 15/16” drill 
bit, thread tap). Bringing your own 
battery-powered drill can speed up 
the construction process. Workshop-
pers are typically fully educated and 
waddling out the door with their arms 
wrapped around their new rain barrel 

Keep Lakewood Beautiful Makes Everyday Earth Day
spots greening our community. This 
will be our biggest mound of humus 
ever so hopefully their will be enough 
to go around. See you there and as 
always thanks for Keeping Lakewood 
Beautiful and making everyday Earth 
Day.

Rain Barrel Workshops
before the 90 minutes are up. 

So why use a rain barrel? Accord-
ing to Cuyahoga SWCD, we put 60% of 
the treated, drinkable water from our 
municipal water supply on our lawns. 
Using stored rain water for lawn care 
makes much more sense. Additionally, 
the vast quantities of fertilizers and 
pesticides we put on our lawns pollute 
our local natural waters when rains 
wash them off our grass and into the 
waterways. Third, because rain water 
does not contain fluoride or chlorine, 
it is a natural match for vegetable gar-
dens, flower beds, and lawns for kids. 
Finally, reusing a food-grade plastic 
barrel as a rain barrel is a highly effi-
cient recycling method.

Check out http://www.cuyahog-

Behind author’s garage

aswcd.org/RainBarrels.htm and watch 
the calendar here in the LO for upcom-
ing Cuyahoga SWCD rain barrel 
workshops.

to local eggs and honey, there’s some-
thing for everyone.
Plant Swap

Bring your divided perennials, 
extra seedlings, etc to the LEAF Plant 
Swap and add some variety to your 
garden at the same time! Bring a plant, 
take a plant- plus learn from your fel-
low gardeners at the same time!

Kids Activities
Hang out with LEAF to plant 

seeds, do a craft, or learn more about 
local food through reading in the 
Library’s Children’s section.

Music
Listen to the musical talents of fea-

tured local artists.

Food
Get a taste of 56 West, watch as 

Gatherings Kitchen prepares seasonal 
fare, and cool off with lemonade from 
Root Cafe.

Community Supported Agricul-
ture shareholders with Covered Bridge 
Gardens and Bay Branch Farms will 
be able to pick up their first produce 
shares of the year. Please note that 
the first City Fresh pick-up has been 
delayed until the second LEAF Night- 
June 8, due to the unusually wet spring. 
For City Fresh shareholders- we still 
encourage you to stop by on June 1 and 
explore the other expanded a-la-carte 
produce options being offered as part 
of Spring Fest!

LEAFÕ s Spring Fest
continued from page 1

A Barrel Of Fun

Junior Maddie Gowan is one the Art 2 students at Lakewood High who are painting 
rain barrels to be placed at the Lakewood Community Service Center’s community 
garden at Madison Park. The barrels will provide easier watering for the garden and 
beautify the space as well.
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Lakewood Cares

    Catholic Charities 
    Health & Human Services
    Disability Services

Camp 
Happiness
For children ages 5 - 21 with 

cognitive & 
other developmental disabilities

–––––––––––––
7 Weeks

June 20 to august 5
mon - Fri / 9:30 am to 3 pm

–––––––––––––
Our sites are located in Parma, 

Lakewood, and Wickliffe
Transportation may be available for 

those in Cuyahoga County
–––––––––––––

Camp Happiness is:
       Social…
    Spiritual…
                 recreational…
  educational…
      Making new friendS…
 SwiMMing…
  field tripS…
   playing fun gaMeS…
 artS and craftS…

  ACA accredited 
  day camp

For Information:
216-334-2963 or 216-334-2997

mjscott@clevelandcatholiccharities.org
krich@clevelandcatholiccharities.org

www.clevelandcatholiccharities.org/disability

   Health & Human Services

12501 Lake Ave. 
216-521-7424 
www.coveumc.org

S.O.S. Thrift  
(In the basement)

Tues & Sat • 1-4pm
New & gently used infants 

& plus size clothing, accessories, 
housewares, toys & small electronics.

A traditional 
Bible based 

ministry 
anchored in the 
love of God for 

ALL people.

Visit our new 50¢ BARGAIN ROOM

Visit Our Newly 
Remodeled Store!

Join us!
Worship 9am &  

Youth Sunday School 9am

Fri.  
May 20th  

8pm  
F R E E

The Northern 
Cascade 

Chordsman 
Concert 

The Northern 
Cascade 

Chordsman 
Concert 

by Rev. Dr. John Tamilio III PhD 

“USA!”  “USA!”
This chant bellowed from my tele-

vision in the waning hours of May 1. 
CNN reported that Osama bin Laden 
had been assassinated in a secret Paki-
stani bunker by a covert, United States 
military task force. A few dozen peo-
ple gathered outside the White House 
waving Old Glory and singing “The 
Star-Spangled Banner.” The ad hoc 
gathering swelled as fast as the news 
spread nationally. Similar celebra-
tions took place in New York City, near 
Ground Zero, and others erupted in 
bars across America. Napkins shred-
ded into confetti. Pints of beer hoisted 
for a toast. Beaming smiles carved into 
patriotic faces.

The chants rang through the mid-
night air. They sank into my soul like 
lead.

I was grateful that the world was 
now safe from this Al Qaeda hench-
man. I breathed a sigh of relief that 
night, even though I know that neither 
this country nor any other is immune 
from terror. At least there was one less 
lunatic seeking to kill innocent people 
in the name of God.

However, the celebratory refrain 
rang hollow for me. Actually, it rang 
less than hollow. This wasn’t about jus-
tice or some newfound peace. It was a 
celebration. We were rejoicing over the 
death of a human being, albeit a sinis-
ter one. Was he the enemy? Yes. Was he 
crazy? I don’t know how anyone could 
call him sane. But should news of his 
demise hang from our mouths as if it 
were the carcass of a gazelle dripping 
from the jaws of a cheetah?

Something was not right. I felt ill.
I remembered a story from 2004: 

the charred bodies of four American 
contractors were dragged through the 
streets of a town west of Baghdad. The 
throng of onlookers cheered. Simi-
lar spectacles occurred in Mogadishu 
a few years later. We chastise such 
actions as obscene and barbaric--and 
they are--yet we join the chorus and 
condone such behavior when it is done 
to our enemy.

No, Bin Laden’s body (riddled with 

bullets) was not dragged down Penn-
sylvania Avenue. But I wonder: how 
many of the May 1st revelers would 
have welcomed such a sight? How 
many of them would have been pulling 
a rope with one hand and waving a flag 
with the other given the opportunity?

Death is death--it does not matter 
whose death it is. Carnage is carnage-
-no amount of nationalistic jingoism 
will convert it into justifiable pag-
eantry.

The sickness that damped my soul 
that Sunday night was not assuaged 
by the relief I felt. I was not shout-
ing, “USA! USA!” I went to bed with a 
whimper.

I am grateful for the women and 
men who serve in our armed forces. My 
brother is one of them. These brave sol-
diers provide me with the freedom to 
write articles such as this. How could 
I not be obliged? However, we honor 
their service best by not only striving 
for peace (so that they do not have to 
risk their lives), but by being the peo-
ple we are called to be: civil, generous, 
compassionate.

My counterparts on the right often 
claim that America was founded to be a 
Christian nation. If that were true, then 
we need to ask ourselves that timeless 
question: What would Jesus do? I do 
not think that this itinerant rabbi, who 
taught us to pray for our enemies and 
to turn the other cheek, would exult 
over any human being’s death. Maybe 
we should start there.

Written in honor of Col. Douglas 
A. Tamilio.

Ministerial Musings: 

Is Any Death A Cause for 
Celebration?

Barton Center To Host 5th Annual 
Wine & Cheese Fundraiser May 26
by Curt Brosky

The Barton Senior Center will hold its 5th Annual Wine and Cheese fundraiser 
on Thursday, May 26 from 5:00-8:00 p.m. Over 100 attended last year’s event and 
this one promises to be even bigger and better. This indoor/outdoor event will be 
held in Barton Center’s beautifully landscaped outdoor Courtyard, and in the adja-
cent indoor Rotunda and Greenhouse. Festivities will include wine, hors d’oeuvres 
and silent auction gift baskets filled with terrific items.

Tickets are $30 per person ($15 tax deductible). Phone 216-221-3400, or mail 
a check to Barton Center at 14300 Detroit Avenue, Lakewood, OH  44107. Parking 
is available at the adjacent Congressman Kucinich office. Proceeds will be used to 
fund the many activities and classes offered by the nonprofit Barton Center, includ-
ing transportation and exercise classes.

To find out more about Ohio’s first senior center or to volunteer, call 216-
221-3400. Barton Senior Center is located on the Ground Floor of the Westerly 
Apartments and is open M-F 9a.m.–3p.m.  

Camp 
Happiness
by Marilyn Scott

Camp Happiness is a seven-week 
program which provides summer day 
camp experiences to children and young 
adults ages 5-21 with cognitive and other 
developmental disabilities. Camp is from 
June 20- August 5, 2011. We offer three 
sites in the Greater Cleveland area.

Each site provides and enhances 
social, spiritual, recreational and edu-
cational opportunities, as well as the 
opportunity to make new friends, swim, 
go on community field trips, play fun 
games and create exciting arts and crafts! 

Camp Happiness is operated by 
Catholic Charities Health and Human 
Services, Disability Services. Children 
of all faith traditions are welcome.

The three locations are: Camp 
Happiness at Lakewood Catholic 
Academy, 14806 Lake Ave., Lakewood; 
Camp Happiness at Parmadale, 6753 
State Rd., Parma; and Camp Happi-
ness at Center for Pastoral Leadership 
(CPL), 28700 Euclid Ave., Wickliffe.

For further information on Camp 
Happiness, contact Kathy Rich at 216-334-
2997 or krich@clevelandcatholiccharities.
org; or Marilyn Scott at 216-334-2963 or 
mjscott@clevelandcatholiccharities.org. 
Registration packets are available at www.
clevelandcatholiccharities.org/disability.

Call 216-221-3400
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Lakewood Cares

BAKE SALE 

AND 

CAR WASH  

SUNDAY, MAY 29th  

11am to 3pm 

Weather permitting 

1382 ARTHUR AVENUE In front of Kauffman Park 

Lakewood Seventh-Day Adventist Church 

 

Free Health Fair

Cancer Care

Saturday, June 4, 2011
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Primera Iglesia Bautista Church
6800 Denison Ave., Cleveland, OH 44102

(Located between Ridge Rd. & W. 67th St., behind Burger King)

Mammograms & Breast Exams by MetroHealth doctors  
for women over 35 years old without health insurance

Health Services for Everyone:
•  Blood Pressure
•  Cholesterol Testing 
•  HIV Testing 
•  Glucose/Blood Sugar 
•  Pap Exams 

Contacts at MetroHealth
Camille Garcia at 216-778-8557 - cgarcia@metrohealth.org

Jasmin Santana at 216-778-8347 - jsantana@metrohealth.org
Ami Peacock at 216-778-8328 - apeacock@metrohealth.org

•  Community  
Resources

•  BMI Testing  
(Body Mass Index)

•  Sickle Cell Testing

Health Services for Everyone:Health Services for Everyone:

Contacts at MetroHealth

FREE Food,
Massages,

Children Activities

and Breast Cancer
Education!

by Margaret Wetzler
One of the area’s oldest women’s 

service organizations is changing its 
name, as the former Junior Wom-
en’s Club of Lakewood becomes the 
Lakewood Women’s Club (LWC). The 
Club will transition to the new name 
over the upcoming months. Accord-
ing to the organization’s president 
Margaret Wetzler, the change for the 
49-year-old Lakewood-based non-
profit speaks to a need to clarify its 
position in the community and to 
eliminate confusion with a perceived 
affiliation with Junior League.

“We are hoping to better con-
nect with the women of Lakewood 
by removing notions about mem-
bers being in a certain age range, and 
also to update the Club’s status in the 
community, now and going forward,” 

Junior WomenÕ s Club Of Lakewood Becomes Lakewood 
Women’s Club To Better Reflect Mission And Membership

said Wetzler. “We have known for 
some time that there was a disconnect 
among residents and our organiza-
tion, perceived as a group for ‘young’ 
women, and we want to convey a 
broader sense of being inclusionary 
while maintaining the mission that 
the Club has been built upon. We 
feel the new name better reflects our 
membership and will help expand our 
reach.”   

Board member and Member-
ship Chair Mary Dodge sees the 
name change as a positive reflection 
of the Club members’ work. Dodge 
states, “The name change will ful-
fill the board’s vision that all women 
in Lakewood know that the Club is 
open to them. I hope that it will help 
the Club grow its membership, and 
increase awareness in the commu-
nity.”

Founded in 1962, with roots 
going back to the early 1900s, the 
Club has provided, and continues to 
provide, a philanthropic organiza-
tion for women who are interested in 
serving their community and stimu-
lating their minds while enjoying a 
program geared to fun and friend-
ship. The Club supports Lakewood 
through three distinct programs: 

an annual scholarship awarded to a 
female high school senior pursuing a 
higher education; funding for Project 
H20 (Help to Others), a program ded-
icated to strengthening and enriching 
Lakewood by engaging its youth as 
community builders; and support of 
nonprofit organizations selected by 
membership through an application 
process.

by Martina Edman
Celebrate National Preservation 

Month with the Lakewood Histori-
cal Society’s 2nd annual Preservation 
Month Scavenger Hunt. The free event 
will run between May 14 and May 
24, 2011. Participants will search for 
twenty architectural details through-
out Lakewood.

The downloadable entry form 
and list of Lakewood supporters will 
be posted on the Lakewood Historical 
Society website www.lakewoodhistory.
org on May 14.

Completed entries must be sub-
mitted by close of business on May 
24 and may be dropped off at Rozi’s 
Wine House, 14900 Detroit Avenue, 
or Lakewood Hardware, 16608 Madi-
son Avenue. Entries with all correct 
answers will be entered into a drawing.  
Prizes from Lakewood merchants and 
organizations will be awarded to first, 
second, and third place winners.  Last 
year, thanks to the generosity of Lake-
wood’s businesses, we were able to offer 
prizes totaling over $400 in value.

The Lakewood Historical Society 
advocates for our historic community, 
in addition to providing stewardship of 
artifacts and buildings. By continuing 

to link our community’s past, present, 
and future through the preservation 
of our built environment, we retain 
this sense of place as “Lakewood.” 
Preservation, combined with appro-
priate economic development, is key to 
maintaining the beauty of our neigh-
borhoods, retaining our high quality 
of life, and keeping our community 
vibrant.

Second Annual Preservation 
Month Scavenger Hunt

by Diane Vogt
Beautify your lawn and garden 

-give HUGS. The HUGS Foundation, 
a local non-profit geared to helping 
families of chemically dependent 
adolescents, has teamed up with The 
Rock Pile in Avon, Ohio, through 
their “Fundraising that Rocks” pro-
gram.

Just mention that you would like 
to make a donation to the HUGS 
Foundation and The Rock Pile will 
donate 5% of your purchase price 
back to HUGS to assist fmilies of 
chemically dependent adolescents 
fund ongoing treatment.

About HUGS: The HUGS Foun-
dation was launched in 2008 by 
Lakewood resident Dianne Vogt 
after she saw first hand the need to, 
“Bridge the insurance gap,” and pro-
vide funds to help families afford the 
staggering costs of addiction recov-
ery programs.

Vogt was volunteering at 
Oakview Behavioral Health facil-
ity at Southwest General Hospital 
when the idea struck. A woman said 
her son needed more treatment, but 
she would have to sell her house to 
get it. Vogt said something has to be 

done for these parents who are will-
ing to do what they have to do to get 
their child better, but whose insur-
ance companies will not fund further 
treatment. HUGS was founded to 
bridge that very wide insurance gap.

Since March, 2009, HUGS has 
been able to help fifteen families 
defray the costs of their child’s treat-
ment. The families truly are receiving 
HUGS - Hope, Understanding, Grati-
tude and Serenity.

As one grateful parent wrote, “... 
We have a long road ahead of us but 
you have lifted some of the finan-
cial burden...and for that I am truly 
thankful. I promise you that we will 
pay it forward. In some way, we will 
touch the heart of another as you 
have touched mine. I look forward 
to my son’s sober journey, and your 
kindness will not be forgotten.”

About The Rock Pile: The Rock 
Pile, at 900 Nagel Road, is a Land-
scape Supply Yard combined with a 
Garden Center and Bird Feeding spe-
cialty shop. They are a family-owned 
and operated small business which 
has been serving the local commu-
nity for over 25 years.

The Rock Pile Teams Up 
With HUGS Foundation
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Wednesday, June 22
Harriet Tubman

Thursday, June 23
Mary Boykin Chesnut

Friday, June 24
Mary Edwards Walker

Saturday, June 25
Major Martin Delany

Sunday, June 26
President Abraham Lincoln

Children’s Workshops
10a.m. daily @ Beck Center 
for the Arts

Brown Bag Lunch & Movie
Noon, Wednesday-Saturday 
@ Lakewood Public Library

Adult Workshops
2 p.m. daily @ Lakewood 
Public Library

For a complete schedule, visit
www.lakewoodhistory.org

Ohio Chautauqua is a five-day event that combines living history, music and entertainment, education, theater, and audience interaction in an exciting cultural event for the 
entire community. The Ohio Humanities Council, with support from OSU’s Humanities Institute and the National Endowment for the Humanities’ We The People initiative, 
sponsors Ohio Chautauqua, to be presented in five Ohio communities in the summer of 2011.

In partnership with

Ohio Chautauqua  2011
The Civil War
Exploring the legacies of those who 
helped shape our modern world

Under the red & white striped tent
Lakewood Park

Musical entertainment: 6 p.m.
Living history performers: 7 p.m.

WWW
HarrietHarriet

ThuThuThu
Mary BMary B

FFF
Mary Mary 

SSS
MajorMajor

SundSundSund
PP

LLL
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Hosted by Sponsored by

by Dan Alaimo
From the Finger Lakes region of New York, DaProf-N-Starr will play The Root 

on Saturday, May 28, 8 p.m.
DaProf (Jess Youngquest) has played for over 40 years. He plays mandolin, 

guitar and harmonica. Nora Starr has been involved in the music business for over 
15 years. She plays guitar, mandolin and assorted musical gadgets. Together they 
provide a variety of music for some foot stompin’ fun.

DaProf-N-Starr 
To Play The Root

by Joan Rubenking
Many great American songs of the 

20th century had their beginnings on 
Broadway, and as they entered the pop-
ular canon, they brought some of our 
best-known composers to the atten-
tion of the general public. On Sunday, 
May 22, at 2 p.m. in the Lakewood 
Public Library Multi-purpose Room, 
Mike Elkins will play our baby grand 

while Mary Osburn lends her voice to 
songs by the Gershwins, Irving Berlin, 
Harold Arlen, and many other con-
tributors to the American Songbook. 
Along with familiar standards, Mike 
and Mary also enjoy introducing new 
and rare gems to their audiences.

Mike and Mary have been perform-
ing together for over a year, having met 
fortuitously through family and friends’ 

The Mike And Mary Show–A Great Voice And Superb 
Accompanist Interpret The American Songbook

connections. Mary’s background is in 
musical theater, and she has appeared 
in productions at the Beck Center, Hun-
tington Playhouse, Clague Playhouse 
and a number of other venues in our 
area. She came back to singing after 
spending years putting energy into her 
home life and day job; the re-emergence 
of her voice allows her to tap back into 
the joy of music instilled in her by her 
mother, who often played Artie Shaw’s 
“Begin the Beguine” to soothe young 
Mary. For Mike, the love of music 
started early as well; his father was a 
band and choral director and a musi-
cian whose record player was always 
spinning jazz and swing, which was 
a huge influence on Mike. While still 
maintaining his own day job, Mike 
studied jazz piano with Cleveland jazz 
legend, Hank Kohout. He now plays 
piano in the Dan Zola Orchestra, which 
has played at the Berea Oktoberfest, the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, Nighttown, 
and other regular gigs. 

For Mike and Mary, collaboration 
in choosing their material is the key 
to their performances. As Mary states, 
“The fun part of collaborating with 
someone is that both of you bring some-
thing to the table.” In agreement, Mike 
refers to the “special kind of communi-
cation that takes place between a singer 
and accompanist” that he finds espe-

cially rewarding. Both are drawn to the 
early 20th century and the songs that 
reflect popular music’s close relation-
ship to musical theater. Both Mike and 
Mary point out the “beautiful melodies, 
harmonic sophistication, meaning-
ful lyrics and emotional impact” in 
their song choices. “It’s no accident that 
those melodies are still being sung and 
played by prominent performers today,” 
says Mike, citing the success of Michael 
Bublé, Harry Connick, Jr., Diana Krall, 
and Norah Jones.

Many of the songs Mike and Mary 
are bringing to the Library will be famil-
iar, and some may be “old” but new to 
your ears. They love to unearth “new” 
tunes. Some are jazz tunes that have 
fallen into relative obscurity but will 
certainly please the music lovers among 
us. For instance, do you recall “Too 
Close for Comfort” or “Rhode Island 
is Famous for You”? Come be part of 
this live performance, where this music 
comes to full life, for the performers as 
well as the audience. If you relish the 
Golden Age of American songmaking 
presented with a fresh spin, join us for 
the Mike and Mary Show at Lakewood 
Public Library on May 22. This pro-
gram is generously funded by Cuyahoga 
County residents through Cuyahoga 
Arts and Culture and by the Friends of 
Lakewood Public Library.

by Kathleen Caffrey 
REGIONAL PREMIERE: Bloody 

Bloody Andrew Jackson
Book by Alex Timbers, Music & 

Lyrics by Michael Friedman, Directed 
by Scott Spence, Musical Direction by 
Larry Goodpaster, Starring Dan Folino as 
Andrew Jackson

Presented through special arrange-
ment with Music Theatre International 
(MTI) May 25 - July 1, 2012; Studio Theater

This contemporary musical explores 
the title character’s life through the 
unconventional approach of irreverently 
emotional, punk rock music. In Bloody 
Bloody Andrew Jackson, we meet Amer-
ica’s first political maverick, who kicked 
British butt, shafted the Indians and 
smacked down the Spaniards all in the 
name of these United States. Who cares 
if he didn’t have the constitutional right? 
An exhilarating and white-knuckled 
look at one of our nation’s founding rock 
stars, Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson 
recreates and reinvents the life of “Old 
Hickory”, from his humble beginnings 
to his days as our seventh Commander-
in-Chief. This show is recommended for 
audiences 17 years and older. 

Legally Blonde The Musical
Book by Heather Hach, Music & 

Lyrics by Laurence O’Keefe and Nell 
Benjamin, Based on the movie “Legally 
Blonde,” Directed by Scott Spence, 
Musical Direction by Larry Goodpas-
ter, Choreography by Martín Céspedes

Presented through special arrange-

ment with Music Theatre International 
(MTI) July 6 - August 12, 2012; Mackey 
Main Stage

Based on the hit movie of the same 
name, Legally Blonde is now an award-
winning Broadway hit musical created by 
a top-of-their-class creative team. Don’t 
underestimate Elle Woods, a college 
sweetheart, homecoming queen, and not-
so-dumb blonde who doesn’t take “no” for 
an answer. When her boyfriend dumps 
her for someone “more serious,” Elle puts 
down the credit card, hits the books, and 
sets out to go where no Delta Nu has gone 
before – Harvard Law School. Along the 
way, Elle proves that being true to your-
self never goes out of style. Nominated 
for 7 Tony Awards, this feel-good musical 
comedy is like “omigod you guys” a dream 
come true. The verdict? This much fun 
shouldn’t be legal!

Programming at the Beck Center 
is made possible through the gener-
ous support of the Ohio Arts Council. 
Beck Center gratefully acknowledges 
the generous funding provided by the 
citizens of Cuyahoga County through 
Cuyahoga Arts and Culture. 

Beck Center for the Arts is a not-for-
profit 501(c)3 organization that offers 
professional theater productions on two 
stages, arts education programming in 
dance, music, theater, visual arts, early 
childhood, and creative arts therapies 
for special needs students, and gallery 
exhibits featuring regional artists.

Beck Center 2011/2012 
Professional Theater Season
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Assisted Living Building 
1381 Bunts Road 

Lakewood 
(Campus is on NE corner of 

Bunts & Detroit) 
 

RSVP by May 24th 
216-226-4010 

 
Complimentary lunch provided 

Lakewood 

To reach any of our facilities, call 

Oÿ Neill Management 
Locally owned and managed 
by the John Oÿ Neill Family, 

serving seniors in the 
West Shore area since 1962. 

Bay Village 

North Ridgeville 

North Olmsted 

Administrative Team 
Lakewood Senior Health Campus 

Director of Discharge Planning at 
Lakewood Hospital 

by Fran Storch
Beck Center for the Arts is proud 

to announce its 2011/2012 youth the-
ater season, featuring two classic tales 
and a few unusual comedies.

From timeless classics to a for-
ward-thinking teen production, the 
upcoming season will share a com-
mon theme that will resonate with 
audiences of all ages. “All shows next 
season explore our individual role in 
the greater community,” says Jonathan 
Kronenberger, Beck’s associate direc-
tor of Theater Education. “Each of the 
four plays follows characters who are 
struggling to make sense of the world 
around them and determine where and 
how they fit in.”

Tickets are $12 for Adult/Senior 
and $10 for Children/Student (18 and 
under). Special discounted rates are 
available for groups of 13 or more and 
for student matinees. Call Larry Good-
paster at 216.521.2540 x29 to reserve 
seats for your group. Individual tick-
ets go on sale August 1, 2011, except for 
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever. For 
more information, visit www.beck-
center.org or call the Beck Center box 
office at 216.521.2540 x10.

Beck Center is located at 17801 
Detroit Avenue in Lakewood, just 10 
minutes west of downtown Cleveland. 
Free onsite parking is available.

Charlotte’s Web
Adapted from the book by E.B. 

White
Dramatized by Joseph Robinette
Directed by Jonathan Kronen-

berger
November 3-6, 2011
Mackey Main Stage

Student Matinee: 10 a.m., Thurs-
day, November 3

E.B. White’s classic tale about 
“Some Pig” named Wilbur and his 
special friendship with a spider named 
Charlotte. When it looks like Wilbur is 
destined for the dinner table, Charlotte 
steps in with her many legs to save him 
– instead making Wilbur the world’s 
most famous pig. A beloved award-
winning story about the strength of 
friendship between even the most 
unlikely of friends.

Written by Craig Lucas
Directed by Jonathan Kronen-

berger
February 24-26 & March 1-4, 

2012
Studio Theater
Student Matinee: 10 a.m., Thurs-

day, March 1
At home on Christmas Eve, Rachel 

is informed by her guilty husband that 
he has hired a hit man to kill her. She 
flees for her life by scrambling out the 
bedroom window and into the snowy 
night. Rachel meets and joins up with a 
variety of colorful characters – moving 
not only from town to town but from 
psychiatrist to psychiatrist – encoun-
tering an endless series of incredible 
coincidences.

Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka
Lyrics/Music by Leslie Bricusse 

and Anthony Newley
Adapted for the Stage by Timothy 

A. McDonald and Leslie Bricusse
Directed by Russ Stich
May 4-6 & 11-13, 2012
Mackey Main Stage
Roald Dahl’s timeless story of 

the world-famous candy man and his 
quest to find an heir comes to life in 
this stage adaptation of Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory, which features 
the songs from the classic family film 
Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Fac-
tory including “Pure Imagination” and 
“The Candy Man.”

Don’t miss Beck Youth Theater & 
Dance Workshop’s production of CATS 
on the Mackey Main Stage through 
May 21. Tickets are selling fast. Pur-
chase online at www.beckcenter.org or 
call 216.521.2540 x10.

Pigs, Pageants and Pure Imagination! Beck Center 
Announces 2011/2012 Youth Theater Season

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
Written by Barbara Robinson
Directed by Rachel Spence
December 9-11 & 16-18, 2011
Studio Theater
In this hilarious holiday tale, a couple 

struggling to put on a church Christmas 
pageant is faced with casting the Herd-
man kids – probably the most inventively 
awful kids in history. When the town 
reacts with horror to the news these chil-
dren will be cast in the holiest roles, the 
pageant director is determined to make it 
work. The Herdmans bring a fresh inter-
pretation to the Christmas story, a story 
they have never heard before.

Reckless 

Budding Filmmaker Makes Inroads With Ò PyromanceÓ 
by Margaret Brinich

For Lakewood resident and LHS graduate Taylor Trimarchi, the past month 
has been quite a successful one for this twenty-something filmmaker. A 2009 grad-
uate of Denison University with a B.A. in Cinema, Trimarchi’s short, Pyromance, 
was recently accepted at two independent film festivals. The film was first shown 
as an official selection at the National Film Festival for Talented Youth (NFFTY) in 
Seattle, Washington at the end of April.

Trimarchi explains that Pyromance is about an 8-year-old boy who sets things 
on fire in order to try to connect with the world. Originally shot in 2008 in Gran-
ville, OH while he was still a student at Denison, Pyromance was shot on color 
16mm film and edited digitally. Trimarchi chose to use actors from the surround-
ing Granville area, with the exception of a few of his fellow students from Denison 
and one actress from Columbus.

Pyromance will also be featured locally as part of the 2011 Ohio Indepen-
dent Film Festival. Trimarchi’s six-minute film will be shown as part of the “Ohio 
Shorts” program on Saturday, May 21st at 3 pm at Arts Collinwood. To check out 
Pyromance or other local independent filmmakers this weekend, be sure to stop 
by the Beachland Ballroom (15711 Waterloo Road) and Arts Collinwood (15605 
Waterloo Road) on May 18-19, and May 20-21, respectively.
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Business

Dr. Michael Russell
18624 Detroit Avenue
Lakewood
216-221-1788

www.russellchiro.net Proceeds will benefit Lakewood Community Service Center 

You are invited! Every year we host our Spa Night for  
charity. This year we have teamed up with Around the  
Corner to bring you an even bigger event. With the addition  
of a vendor room for local artisans, come enjoy Thai  
Massage, services from Raw Esthetics and added this year, a 
50/50 raffle! This event sells out every year, so don’t delay!

Tickets are only $25! 
By Appointment Only.

Call today to reserve your 
space! 216.221.1788

3RD AnnuAl HAppy HouR SpA nigHt
Thursday, June 2 from 6pm - 10pm

Visit http://www.facebook.com/RussellChiro for complete event details.

rc_lakewood_observer.indd   1 4/27/11   10:14 PM

CLOTHING • GIFTS • JEWELRY
15106 Detroit Ave. Lakewood

216-529-2328

“SPRING”
arriving daily

by Valerie Mechenbier
The Lakewood Chamber of 

Commerce has asked its members to 
submit nominations for the 2011 Busi-
nessperson of the Year and the 2011 
Outstanding New Member awards. 
These two awards are presented each 
year at the June Chamber meeting 
& luncheon, to be held this year on 
June 17th at Around The Corner. In 
addition, Past Presidents of the Cham-
ber will be recognized, along with 
Chamber members who are celebrat-
ing membership anniversaries (5 year 
increments) in 2011. The 2011-2012 
Chamber Board of Directors will also 
be installed at the luncheon.

Business Person of the Year. A 
nominee for Businessperson of the Year 

should be an individual with a business 
interest in the community who works to 
better Lakewood in one or more ways 
and who has not won the award in the 

past. 
Outstanding New Member. A nom-

inee for the Outstanding New Member 
award must be a Chamber member for 
one to three years in good standing, 
must significantly advance the purpose 
and mission of the Chamber, must be 
involved in committee work, and must 
have made a substantial contribution to 
the Chamber’s effort to retain and grow 
its membership.

The June luncheon is an opportunity 
to honor the Chamber’s Past Presidents, 
long-term members and winners of the 
aforementioned individual awards, yet it 
is also a time to look to the future with 
the swearing-in of the 2011-2012 Board of 
Directors by Lakewood Municipal Court 
Judge Patrick Carroll. Please join the 
Chamber at this special meeting as we 

continue to celebrate 100 years of serv-
ing the Lakewood business community. 
www.lakewoodchamber.org

Lakewood Chamber Of Commerce To Present Businessperson 
Of The Year, Outstanding New Member Awards

 1988 John Brittain 2000 George Everden
1989 Tom Greiner 2001 Terry Tracy
1990 Chuck Rothbard 2002 Rick Parker
1991 Jeff Snyder 2003 Kenneth J. Warren
1992 George Draeger 2004 Suzanne Metelko
1993 Les Wilson 2005 Tari S. Rivera
1994 Dan Kalish 2006 Curt Brosky
1995 Chas Geiger 2007 Parnell Egan
1996 Don McQuilkin 2008 James O’Bryan
1997 Larry Faulhaber 2009 Mickey Krivosh
1998 Linda G. Beebe 2010 Scott Duennes
1999 Timothy Laskey

Lakewood Chamber 
of Commerce
Upcoming Events 
Friday, May 20th

Monthly Meeting
Annual Scholarship Breakfast, 

7:30am, Pier W

Sunday, June 5th
8th Annual Taste of Lakewood. 

4-7pm, The Clifton Club

Friday, June 17th
Monthly Meeting, 11:30am Lun-

cheon, Around The Corner
Installation of Officers, Recogni-

tion of Long Term Members & Past 
Presidents,

Presentation of Business Person of 
the Year and Outstanding New Mem-
ber Awards

Did You Know?
that Lakewood Chamber of Com-

merce members receive a 15% discount 
on ads placed in The Lakewood 
Observer? (New advertisers only. One 
discount per customer.)

by Valerie Mechenbier
Serving the greater Lakewood 

community for over 100 years, the 
Lakewood Chamber of Commerce is 
the leading membership organization 
for the advocacy and advancement of 
business interests. As a member of 
NOACC (Northern Ohio Chambers 
of Commerce), the Lakewood Cham-
ber is able to offer discounted rates 

Chamber Spotlight: 

The Chamber of Commerce
on a variety of products and services, 
plus networking events, educational 
and marketing opportunities, and 
increased visibility for its members. 
Find the Lakewood Chamber of 
Commerce online at www.lakewood-
chamber.org and ‘Like’ the Chamber 
on facebook to receive Lakewood 
business updates and event informa-
tion.

Past Recipients Of Business Person Of The Year
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Lakewood’s Health and Fitness

A heartfelt thanks  
to our generous  

sponsors!

f
Lakewood Hospital Foundation

 10
 

 

All Pro Freight Systems, Inc.  I  The Bello Group Institutional Consulting Team  I  Dick’s Sporting Goods  I  Discount Drug Mart   
Drive Medical Design & Mfg. I Hanson Services, Inc. I  Kennedy Group Enterprises, Inc. I  Lakewood Senior Health Campus  
The Lorain Institute, Cleveland Clinic  I  MLG Construction Services Co., Inc.  I  Jan Murphy  I North Coast Orthotics & Prosthetics
Pointe Blanke Solutions, LTD  I  Regency Construction Services, Inc.  I  TeamHealth Midwest  I  WestLife Newspaper  
Woman’s Board of Lakewood Hospital

Al Wilhelmy Flowers I Aladdin’s Eatery  I Calfee Halter & Griswold LLP  I Conveyer & Caster- Equipment for Industry  I  Dawson Insurance, Inc.  
Fred & Nora DeGrandis  I Donatos Pizzeria  I  Larry & Rosemary Faulhaber  I  Four Gable Management Co.  I  Dr. Richard & Barbara Freeman  
Chas Geiger & Joe Gibbons- Race Co-Chairs  I  Gentner Chiropractic Center  I  Lakewood Teachers Association  I  North Pointe Realty, Inc./
LCW Associates, LTD  I  Patterson Medical/Sammons Preston  I  PNC Bank  I  Rocky River Presbyterian Church  I  Dr. Marvin D. Shie, III  
West End Tavern  I  YMCA of Greater Cleveland Lakewood Branch

State Representative Nickie J. Antonio  I  Dorothy Ginley Bahm  I  Baker Motors Towing  I  Thomas & Jennifer Baker  I  George & Courtney Benson 
Brouse McDowell  I  Dr. Charles Canepa  I Caribou Coffee  I  COSTCO  I The Crampton Family  I  Crestmont Nursing Home North  
The Cuyahoga Companies, Inc.  I  Dairymen’s  I  Detroit Lakewood Sunoco  I Downtown Lakewood Business Alliance  I  Elmwood Home Bakery  
Erie DeSign  I  Jay & Lynn Foran  I  Bill & Lori Forester I  Robert Gleeson  I  Ken & Kathy Haber  I  Hinkley Lighting  I  Chuck & Carol Huffman  
Brian & Donna King  I  Gerry & Peg Kuechle  I  Bill La Place  I  Lakewood Catholic Academy  I  Landfall Travel  I  Leimkuehler, Inc.  I  Lion and Blue  
Kraig McConnell   I  Kathy McGrath  I  Dr. Jim & Margie Mulligan  I  Nature’s Bin  I  Pacers  I  Dr. Kay Potetz & Associates  I  Bob Potts  
Rae-Ann Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation  I  Cal & Roberta Ratcliff  I Dr. William Riebel  I  Schneider, Smeltz, Ranney & LaFond  I  Carolyn Seelbach   
Simone’s Beverage  I  Slife Heating & Cooling, Inc. I Rick & Becky Smith  I  Mayor Mike Summers  I  Dr. Paul Venizelos

murphygrcom.com

by Kris Griesmar
Sunday, May 1, was history in the 

making as the 10th annual Lakewood 
Hospital Ambulance Chase attracted 
a record crowd of nearly 1,300 walk-
ers and runners. Additionally, this 
year also set a record for the number 
of teams that joined together to partici-
pate in the event-  29 teams ranging in 
size from 10 – 49 members, including 
several from Lakewood schools.

Presenting Sponsor Donald Mar-
tens & Sons Ambulance Services once 
again partnered with Lakewood Hos-
pital Foundation in hosting the 5K 
Race/Walk & 1.5 Mile Walk, some-
thing they have done for all ten years. It 
is because of their generosity and that 
of many other sponsors that the event 
is such a success.

Foundation trustees Chas Gei-

ger and Joe Gibbons again chaired 
the event, working with a dedicated 
committee of trustees, community 
members and employees. LiveWell 
Lakewood carried out its mission by 
hosting the Children’s Chase, getting 

the youngest among us moving while 
raising awareness and promoting “liv-
ing well.”

Overall 5K race winners were 
Alyssa Hasman, age 15 of Lakewood 
with a time of 21:06.46 and Timothy 

Scott, age 19 of Barberton, leading the 
pack with an amazing time of 16:35.44.

More than $56,000 was raised, 
with net proceeds benefiting Lakewood 
Hospital’s Rehabilitation Services as 
well as several other programs. Since 
the event’s inception in 2002, more 
than $335,000 has been provided to 
Lakewood Hospital to enhance pro-
grams and services that directly affect 
patient care. The Ambulance Chase 
Grant Program gives hospital depart-
ments the opportunity to request 
funds in support of service enhance-
ments and equipment, allowing them 
to be creative in enriching patient care 
and satisfaction in a myriad of ways.

On behalf of the patients served, 
many thanks to all who have supported 
the event over the years!

Ambulance Chase Celebrates 10 Years

Carolyn Seelbach, Jan Murphy, Chas 
Geiger, Joe Gibbons & Mary Anne 
Crampton

Mayor Mike Summers, Lynne Ram-
basek, Wendy Summers & Dr. James 
Rambasek

Children’s Chase- runners take their mark!
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Lakewood Perspectives

CALL NOW!  216.535.3681   |   checkoutcb.com

Give us a call. 
Together, we can maximize 
your output in a single bound.

With Cox Business’ advanced products, 
you get invincible service and substantial 
support in a powerful combination of trust, 
loyalty and excellence. And having a 
dedicated partner means more time – 
and profit – to look after your business.

by Bill Call
The Lakewood School District is 

in a financial bind. Revenue in 2011 
is predicted to be $70 million. In four 
years revenue is expected to be $68 
million.  While revenue will decline, 
expenditures are expected to increase 
from $71.5 million to $80 million.

Annual deficits are expected to 
be $2.5 million in 2012 and nearly 
$13 million in 2015. In just 4 years the 
unreserved fund balance is expected to 
be a negativie $18 million.

Where will the money come from?
Some are expecting that some-

how, someway, someone will shower 
the City with money. They expect that 
Lakewood Schools will be bailed out. 
They believe that if we only explained 
the situation the State or the Federal 

Government will provide us with an 
extra $100 million. They are wrong.  
It’s not going to happen. The State 
doesn’t have the money and neither 
does the Federal Government. Even if 
they did have the money there is no 
reason to believe that they would pro-
vide the money needed to balance the 
school budget.

Rather than expect more money 
from the State or Federal Government, 
we should demand more flexibility and 
autonomy for local districts. The State 
should not be in the business of micro 
managing the Lakewood Schools. The 
Lakewood City Schools have the brain 
power and experience to enhance the 
efficiency and performance of the dis-
trict if given the freedom to do so. 

The truth is we are on our own. 
The people of Lakewood will have to 
step up and make the tough decisions. 
The people of this town will have to 
answer the question: How to provide 
a decent education for students, equity 
to school board employees and fairness 
to taxpayers? Can we do all three?  Yes. 
The City is blessed with an involved 
citizenry, dedicated public servants 
and a relatively healthy economy. We 
have the necessary resources to meet 
the financial and educational chal-
lenges facing the Schools.

The district spends $12,632 per 
student. A class of 25 students cost 
$315,800 per year. How would you 
spend the money?  How much would 
you spend on salaries, benefits and 
support services? 

The first step is to think about 
how the district spends its money. Bet-

ter yet, forget about how the money is 
spent now and imagine how you would 
spend it if you controlled the pocket 
book. Start from scratch and let your 
imagination run wild. 

Suppose you were a teacher with 25 
sixth grade students. If you were giving 
autonomy to teachers and authorities 
to spend within the budget how would 
you spend the money? What would you 
do differently? How would you rein-
vent the classroom?

One idea being pushed by the 
Re-Inventing Schools Coalition is to 
eliminate grade levels and allow stu-
dents to progress through the learning 

process at their own pace. The goal is 
for students to learn the material and 
not just to progress to the next grade. 
I hope to explore that idea in a future 
article.

 Let me know what you think. 
Sign on to the Lakewood Observer at 
www.lakewoodobserver.com, click on 
Member Center, sign in and title your 
article, “What I think of Bill Call’s 
ideas” or something like that. That way 
we can get a discussion going on in the 
paper, and readers can start thinking 
about what they-- what YOU-- would 
like to do. It’s your money.

Don’t limit your life to the ordinary. 
Candidates accepted in the U.S. Air 
Force are automatically enrolled in 
the Community College of the Air 
Force free of cost. Not to mention the 
hands-on training you’ll receive that 
gives you invaluable experience. With 
the Air Force, your future is limitless.

	A CAREER
	A PAY CHECK
	A COLLEGE  
 DEGREE
 (Choose three)

©2009 Paid for by the U.S. Air Force. All rights reserved.

SSgt Ryan A Smith
216.521.5415

Reinventing Schools

1388 Warren Road - Lakewood

www.paisleymonkey.com

Made in Ohio
Topozoo!

17615 Detroit Ave.
216-228-2900

www.nunziospizza.net

4 Locations 
to Serve 

You Better

20 Years
in Business

Visit Sicily Without Leaving Home

Pizzeria
Since 1990

2 0 0 9  &  2 0 1 0

Mon-Sat 
4pm-3:30am

Deliveries until 3:30am

Sunday 
2pm-1:30am

Deliveries until 1:30am

Fresh Authentic Italian Cuisine
Pizza • Pasta • Subs • Salads • Wings

Now serving  
Lakewood, Rocky River & Fairview Park
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Available Items:  Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms, Onions, Green Peppers, Anchovies, 
Ham, Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black Olives, Hot Peppers, Ground Meat & Artichoke Hearts

 Small Medium Large Party Tray
 6 Cut - 9” 8 Cut - 12” 12 Cut - 16” Half Sheet
Plain  $6.25   $7.75   $10.25   $11.25 
1 Item  $6.75   $8.50   $11.25   $12.75 
2 Items  $7.25   $9.25   $12.25   $14.25 
3 Items  $7.75   $10.00   $13.25   $15.75 
4 Items  $8.25   $10.75   $14.25   $17.25 
Deluxe  $8.75   $11.50   $15.25   $18.75 
Extra Items  $0.50   $0.75   $1.00   $1.50 
Extra Cheese  $0.75   $1.25   $1.75   $2.50 

Pizza

“A CompAny With A personAl touCh”
mAster hAndymAn, llC

Carpentry
Kitchen & Baths
Plumbing
Roof Repairs
Pre-Sale Violations
Electrical

•
•
•
•
•
•

Decks
Drywall & Painting
Drains Unclogged
Gutter Repair & Cleaning
Fire & Smoke Damage
Masonry

•
•
•
•
•
•

Water & Sewage Clean-Up
We Specialize in Garage Repairs

•
•

CAll dAn At (216) 324-1369
sinCe 1991

liCensed • Bonded • insured
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Opinion

Some Thing To Think About

Gardens
B Y  G A Y D O S

Custom Garden & Landscape Management

Spring! Call today for free consultation on
the following services: 

Lawn Installations & Renovations, 
Spring Clean-Ups & Flower Arrangements, 
Dormant Rejuvenation &Corrective Pruning, 

Lawn Mowing & Garden Packages

Call Matt Gaydos at: 216 521-0436
or  gardensbygaydos@gmail.com 

May’s Monthly Special 
April showers bring May  
FLOWERS FOR YOU! 

 
Tour Northwesterly Assisted Living  

during the month of May and we will send your 
loved one flowers! 

www.northwesterly.comÊ &Ê
www.bloomfieldseniorliving.comÊ

Ohio’s Premier Assisted  
Living Community 

 
Please call Annette  at 216-927-4395 for more  

information or to set up your personalized tour today! 

Northwesterly is located adjacent to  
Lakewood Hospital at  

1341 Marlowe Ave 
Lakewood, OH 44107 

Italian and Classical American Cuisine

Making life simple...
Catering from 

Italian Creations

216-226-2282
16104 Hilliard Road • Lakewood

www.ItalianCreation.com

Restaurant, Catering, and Take-out

by Helen Brinich
Bret Callentine insists in his article 

in the Observer of April 19 that Ameri-
can voters should think.  In the words 
of the G.O.P.’s star performer, “You 
Betcha!” We the people of the Ameri-
can electorate should think about the 
way our democracy, the government of 
the people, for the people, and by the 
people, is being eroded and is on the 
verge of becoming an oligarchy.

The gap between the rich and the 
rest of is larger than it has been since 
the start of the Great Depression.  We 
no longer have a broad-based prosper-
ity. From 1974 to 2007 the richest 1% of 
households increased their share of the 
total national income from 9% to 23.5%. 
The income of the richest 0.1% rose from 
an average of $4 million in 1974 to $24.3 
million in 2005. These are figures from 
the Congressional Budget Office. Yet 
the Republican Congress was absolutely 
adamant about extending the Bush tax 
cuts for the super rich at the same time 
they are eliminating food stamps for the 
poor. Taxing the super rich at a fair rate 
can help to lower the deficit. Eliminating 
food stamps cannot.

We need to think about how it has 
happened that the very rich individu-
als and corporations, of which there are 
very few, have been able to out-vote the 
middle and working classes, of whom 
there are many. They start with the 
advantage of having limitless money. 
Money is power. Since 1970 they have 

learned how to organize. The Business 
Roundtable, the National Association 
of Manufacturers, and Chambers of 
Commerce have worked together. They 
control as many elected officials as pos-
sible by making huge contributions to 
their campaigns. Then there are the 
lobbyists. The deregulation of the finan-
cial sector, which resulted in the near 
meltdown of the whole system in early 
2008, was certainly a result of vigor-
ous lobbying. Over half a billion (that’s 
a “b” not an “m”) was spent on health 
care lobbying in 2009. The Chamber 

of Commerce alone officially reported 
spending $144.5 million to kill health 
care reform, financial reform, and cli-
mate change legislation. The lobbyists 
know how to go about their job; many of 
them used to be legislators themselves. 
They are making a lot more money now 
than they did then.

The only organized counterweight 
to these forces was the unions. But 
over the last few decades the monied 
interests have been able to drastically 
weaken unions by their targeted use 
of campaign contributions and lob-

bying efforts. It has been made harder 
for workers to organize. Now they are 
going in for the kill. Unions of pub-
lic servants are about all that are left. 
The very right to collective bargain-
ing is being denied in Ohio and in 
Wisconsin. Middle and working class 
Americans should think hard about 
what this means for them. The rewards 
for the country’s growth and produc-
tivity have not trickled down to the 
middle class. We have stalled, while 
the rich continue to become richer. We 
shouldn’t continue to promote mil-
lionaires to billionaires. We don’t need 
them. What we need is a government 
which promotes the common good.

Letter To The Editor

To the Lakewood 
Observer,

I would like to apologize. I 
didn’t make myself clear when I 
responded to both Carol Mason’s 
article, “From Steeple And Stained 
Glass To CVS,” and directly 
below it, Margaret Brinich’s, “Not 
Another Drug Store...But A Drug 
Superstore!” My concern is that our 
unique Lakewood buildings are not 
being repurposed or rehabilitated. 
They are simply being torn down 
and replaced with (city appoved) 
one story buildings that lack every-

thing but homogeneity. This worries 
me, especially after reading in the 
Observer that McDonald’s is look-
ing at the Detroit Theater property. 
Is a trend forming?

As a homeowner, I can-
not tear down my two car garage 
and replace it with a single care 
garage. However, the city allows 
national chains to tear down two 
story, multi-use buildings and 
replace them with one story, sin-
gle use buildings. I think this is 
short sighted. I am a fourth gen-
eration Lakewoodite and I have a 
right to be upset. The city is sup-
posed to, “compel development to 
be respectful of the community,” 
which in the case of the new CVS, I 
don’t feel it has. I am all for devel-
opment and I understand an empty 
church is less desirable than a tax 
paying business, but can’t we look 
a litt le further down the road than 
next year’s tax season?

I would also like to apologize 
to Carol and Margaret. Until that 
week’s Observer, I was unaware 
that a deal with CVS was in the 
works, let alone completed. I fear 
my frustration over the news may 
have found its way into my letter 
and in particular, to the exclama-
tion points.

Sincerely,
Liana Cawley

The CVS Discussion Continues
Join The Discussion 

on this and many 
other hot topics in 

and around Lakewood.
Together, 

businesses and residents, 
through discussion,
can learn and grow 

while building Community.

lakewoodobserver.com/forum
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Pulse Of The City

Generator Systems Division

Shepp Electric Co., Inc.
1.440.968.3262 1.877.423.9010or

www.GeneratorPros.com

“Area’s #1 Generac “Elite” Warranty Dealer & Installer!

“Over 1,200 Systems Installed!”

UNITS IN STOCK NOW!

INSTALLATION IN ONE DAY!!

Generac's broad range of choices
in automatic standby power allow
you to choose enough protection to
back up either a few essential
circuits or your whole house or
business. For 24/7 protection from
power outages, trust the #1 selling
automatic standby generator.
Sales, parts and service.

life is
with power

better

GENERAC
©

When the power goes out, depend

on a
Home or Business Standby Generator System
for automatic backup power.

24 hours a day / 7 days a week

GENERAC.

AUTOMATIC PROTECTION

PERMANENTLY INSTALLED FOR UP TO
150,00 WATTS.

America's #1
Selling
Generator

P R O T E C T T H E T H I N G S T H A T M A T T E R M O S T

A U T O M A T I C S T A N D B Y G E N E R A T O R S

SUMMER STORMS AHEAD!

WILL YOU BE READY?

1.877.423.9010
www.GeneratorPros.com

by Gary Rice 
Dad and I were cruising down 

Franklin the other day when the high 
school let out. Even though we volunteer 
as retired teachers with the Lakewood 
Schools, it seemed to us that some of the 
outfits of the high school students were 
even more colorful than the flowers 
sprouting along the sidewalks. Middle 
school students usually adhere to at 
least a certain amount of fashionable 
convention, but by the time high school 
hits? Well, to Dad and I at least, a cir-
cus parade would not have been more 
interesting to behold. Of course, those 
students were not the first ones to sport 
outrageous styles that have stymied the 
adult world for years.

Seeing those colorful outfits 
caused Dad and me to reflect on some 
of the youthful fads from earlier gen-
erations. In Dad’s Depression era, the 
“gangster look” was the cool thing, 
with “zoot suits,” black shirts, white 
ties, baggy pants, and wide-brimmed 
hats. Girls loved saddle shoes, “bobby 
sox,” and print dresses. Girls and boys 
also loved to “tag” each other with 
identification bracelets.

In my day, the “greaser” (or tough 
guy) look came along, partly as a result 
of movies and rock and roll. Then, as 
now, anything that would attract chicks 
(oops, I mean, the ladies) became must-
do activities for the guys. Of course, in 
1963, guys started combing their hair 
forward, when the Beatles showed the 
world that chicks (oops, I mean, the 
ladies again) liked guys who wore their 
hair that way too. Speaking of hair, the 
girls’ hair styles were getting higher and 
higher, again in response to popular 
movie stars of the day. “Bouffant” and 
“beehive” looks became popular, along 
with increasingly shorter mini-skirts 
and, of course, the two-piece bikini.

Over the years, courts started 
to rule in favor of student dress code 
“civil rights.” As court cases assaulted 
the public schools, clothing styles 
became more relaxed. Of course, the 
more some “rights” opened up, the 
more others were sought. One of the 
last rubicons crossed involved some-
thing called “horseshoe cleats.”

Originally developed (I think) 
for the military as a means of sav-
ing wartime shoe leather, those loud 
steel horseshoe cleats had first become 
widely known on the heels of the jack-
booted WWII German army as they 
marched through Europe. While some 
styles originally fitted flush with the 
heel leather, some daring young boys 
instead nailed them right onto their 
heels and went off to school. If improp-
erly installed or worn, those cleats 
could scratch the wax off the floors of 
a school. When worn inappropriately, 
they also could pose a significant dan-
ger to the student, as they gave little 
traction in hectic school hallways. You 
had to be careful to walk tip-toe past 
the teachers, and then start clacking. 
It absolutely drove them crazy, which 
was, of course, exactly the point. While 
risking punishment, the kids who 
dared to wear those cleats in school 

gained immeasurable attention and 
(at least they thought they got) peer 
approval.

In my time, guys’ fashions fell 
mainly into three styles: the “mods,” 
the “surfers,” and the “greasers.” Being 
a Lakewood teacher’s kid, I was not 
supposed to fall into any of these cate-
gories. Conservative was the word, and 
that was mostly how I dressed, at least 
for awhile. There was an exception, 
however, and that was the battle of the 
so-called “Beatle” boots. In 1964, the 
ultimate in cool was for a boy to have 
“Beatle” boots. Those lovable lads from 
Liverpool had brought high fashion to 
the world of rock and roll, and those 
leather-heeled pointy boots, like any 
other modern fashion statement for 
youths, were off limits for me. After all, 
I was a teacher’s kid, and teachers’ kids 
simply dressed, well... simply.

But...I HAD to have those boots. 
What made it all worse was that my best 
friend got a pair, complete with those 
ultra-cool shiny steel horseshoe cleats! 
Not having the ability to go out and 
buy a pair of those, there was just one 
thing to do. I HAD to trade him out of 
those boots! It took a while, but before 
long, those boots were in my secret 
possession. Feeling guilty for probably 
the first time that I could remember 
rebelling against my parents, yet at the 
same time feeling absolutely compelled 
to wear those boots, off they went to 
school in a brown paper bag.

There was just one problem. Dad 
taught at the school where I went: Har-
ding.

Feeling light-headed and filled 
with the terror of guilt mixed with the 
utter exhilaration of adventure, when I 
dropped off my coat at the locker, off 
came my disgusting dress shoes and on 
went the “Beatle” boots!

Little did I realize that (as far 
as trying to walk for the first time in 
metal-shod high heels went) a school 
hallway was not the place to try them 
out. Far from looking cool, I walked 
with all the dignity of a drunken cow-
boy into homeroom, trying my best 
not to clack my heels on that polished 
wooden floor. Kids often blackened the 

sides of their cleats to disguise them, 
but that distinctive sound was still a 
dead giveaway if you stepped the wrong 
way.

Did I mention that we normally 
could not go to our locker during 
the school day, and that I’d forgot-
ten about having to go to band class 
with my dad? Did I mention that kids 
loved to snitch and tell my Dad ANY-
TIME I EVER did, or said, or even 
THOUGHT ABOUT doing something 
even VAGUELY inappropriate?

Inappropriate? Imagine a kid 
dressed as if he were ready for Sun-
day School wearing “Beatle” boots...I 
was the proverbial lamb being led to 
the slaughter anyway. My goose was 

cooked... although I did not yet know 
it.

So when I walked, or rather, gin-
gerly tip-toed my way into the band 
room, I should not have been sur-
prised when the loud chorus went up: 
“GARY’S GOT BEATLE BOOTS!”

“Go put your shoes back on, Gary. 
We’ll discuss this when we get back 
home.”

You could have heard an ant 
breathing.

Actually, I was able to keep the 
boots for stage wear, and as time went 
on, I often dressed in contemporary 
styles, as I played more and more music 
in the world of rock and roll. It was, 
after all, the ‘60’s. Dad, however, taught 
me an important lesson on that day. 
Being a professional musician himself, 
he explained to me that certain things, 
including clothing, were perfectly 
acceptable as stage props, but that the 
stage was not, and never would be, real 
life. He taught me that you certainly 
don’t want to start out in life with two 
strikes against you, and that people 
whom you thought were laughing with 
you could actually be laughing at you. 
He taught me that the values of hon-
esty, honor, and having a good name 
were all so much more important than 
falling victim to impulses and momen-
tary lapses in judgement.

Sooner or later, if we’re fortunate, 
we all grow up in life. Thank God I 
had parents with the wisdom and the 
common sense to help me through that 
process.

Teenage Rebellion! The Battle Of The Boots...

A pair of Beatle Boots, with blackened horseshoe cleats, (Harding style).
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Coming To Lakewood
by Nicole Boose

About two years ago, my husband 
asked the pivotal question over dinner 
in our Bronx, New York apartment: 
“What do you think about Cleveland?”

He didn’t need to explain any 
further. In our marital shorthand, I 
understood the question and all that it 
implied. For years we’d been thinking 
about finding a new place to put down 
roots. It had become a hobby of sorts: 
every city where his employer has a 
branch office had been subject to our 
speculation. We’d even come up with 
a new word—“fake-ality”—to describe 
our possible future lives in these places. 
Fake-ality scenarios were theoretically 
possible, highly unlikely, and lots of 
fun to think about. 

Boston? Awesome, but too expen-
sive. 

Houston? Awesome, but too hot.
Miami? Good God, no.
But now that we had a child, fake-

ality had evolved into something less 
theoretical and more urgent. New York 
was a wonderful place. But for many 
reasons personal and practical, we 
were ready for something different. It 
was time to consider our options, both 
plausible and absurd. It was time to 
keep our eyes open to opportunities, 
even those in disguise. Especially those 
in disguise.

On that day, purely by coincidence, 
my husband had overheard a conversa-
tion at his office. It was a conversation 
that implied—vaguely and with many 
jumps in logic, but implied nonethe-
less—a possible opportunity in the 
company’s Cleveland area branch.

Cleveland? Well, it was a few 
hours’ drive further than I’d wanted to 
be from family. But other than that? 

Well, what did we think about 
Cleveland?

Before I became a stay-at-home 
mom, I’d worked in comic book 
publishing, and we had a short but 
impressive list of creative people in 
that field who hailed from the Cleve-
land region. That left me with a good 
impression. Liz Lemon from 30 Rock 
considered Cleveland a wonder-
ful dreamland, in a way that was not 
entirely ironic. And, as a tongue-in-
cheek YouTube video informed me, in 
Cleveland you could “buy a house for 
the price of a VCR.”

In New York, you can barely buy a 
VCR for the price of a VCR. Cleveland 
was looking good.

Eventually we decided to plan 
a visit to the area, just to see how we 
liked it. But where to begin? For com-
muting reasons, the west side seemed 
like a practical place to start. Other 
than that, we didn’t know our Trem-
onts from our Shaker Heightses, and 
the internet could only tell us so much. 
So we turned to people we knew who 
were familiar with the area. Here is 
what one friend told us:

“[T]he suburbs are really diverse, 
as far as what they offer. Many can be 
as overly chain-restauranted as sub-
urbs anywhere, but there are some (like 
Lakewood on the West Side, or Cleve-

land Heights or Coventry on the East 
Side) that have really great culture, 
too.”

I zeroed in on the word Lakewood. 
The name itself seemed agreeable 
enough; it didn’t have that suspiciously 
manufactured sound that some sub-
urb names have, like “Quaintsville” 
or “Affluent Corners.” According to 
our friend it had great culture, and 
the location was convenient. I knew 
exactly three things about Lakewood 
so far, and all of them were good.

Lakewood went onto the list of 
places to explore. And as soon as we 
arrived in downtown Cleveland, our 
positive impressions of the region 
began to accumulate. People walked 
around comfortably at night. The 
parking garage was improbably clean. 
A stranger asked me if I was a model. 
(No, wait, I’m thinking of 30 Rock 
again.)

When we headed west into 
Lakewood, we continued to like what 
we saw. In fact if you’d asked me to 
describe my personal idea of the perfect 
place to live, this pretty much would 
have been it. We saw beautiful houses 
that were spacious but not excessive; 
far enough apart to give everyone their 
own space but close enough together 
to invite a sense of community. We 
saw people of different ages and colors 
and personal styles together in groups 
of friends and families, not just a few 
times but as the norm. We saw inde-
pendent businesses selling things we 
would want to buy. We saw a restaurant 
specializing in grilled cheese. It was 
very, very hard not to get overexcited.

On the way home we decided that 
yes, we thought very highly of Cleve-
land indeed.

The pull that we felt specifically 
toward Lakewood was almost instinc-
tive, like the classic advice that when 
something is right, you’ll just know. 
But for such a big decision, we were 
hesitant to go on instinct alone. So we 
sought opinions about Lakewood and 
learned what we could about every pos-
sible downside. As it turns out, finding 
information about Lakewood is not 
difficult, and finding locals to share 
valuable, nuanced advice is even easier. 
Ultimately we decided that those down-
sides we heard about—mainly with the 
economy and the school system—were, 
at worst, things we could live with; at 
best, potential assets in disguise. And 
the availability of information, coupled 
with people’s willingness to share their 
thoughts, only reinforced our positive 
impressions.

It took more than a year of ground-
work-laying and false starts. We got 
the blessings of family members, who 
were willing to see our daughter a little 
less in exchange for knowing what she 
stood to gain. Time passed, efforts were 
made, and eventually our plan became 
a reality. Finally, at the end of 2010, we 
made it official and moved into our 
new house in Lakewood.

So here we are a few months 
later. We’ve embraced Lakewood life 

almost aggressively, like we’re making 
up for lost time. I start conversations 
with strangers. I restrain myself from 
signing up our preschooler in every 
available activity. I make private obser-
vations that probably amuse nobody 
but my own self: The squirrels here are 
such daredevils! The parking spots so 
wide and plentiful! People get home 
from work so blessedly early! There’s a 
yoga studio on every corner! 

It’s not just that there’s so much to 
do and see and learn within Lakewood; 
as New Yorkers we’re accustomed to 
that. But the difference here is that it’s 
so accessible. Not only do these shops 
and recreational activities exist, but 
most of them are affordable, well-pub-
licized, and located someplace we can 
get to within a few minutes. 

Of course, I know that Lakewood 
has its flaws like any other place. There 
are political disagreements, economic 
concerns, and plenty of other things 
I haven’t learned about yet. But at the 
risk of sounding annoyingly optimis-
tic, the fact that I know about these 
flaws in the first place is another tes-
tament to Lakewood’s strength: our 

population seems remarkably engaged 
in dialogue. Whether it’s in the pages of 
the Observer or a couple of neighbors 
chatting at a local business, everywhere 
I go, I see signs of people being inter-
ested and actively involved in how the 
community is doing and what we can 
do to make it better. Then, remarkably, 
people actually seem to do it.

I keep waiting for the other shoe 
to drop. I keep waiting to hear Empire 
State of Mind or some other New York 
pride song blasting from someone’s car 
stereo and making me feel a wave of 
homesickness.  But to my surprise, it 
hasn’t happened. One, because nobody 
seems to blast car stereos here, and two, 
because, well, I’m actually not experi-
encing any of the doubts that I thought 
I would. I was expecting a learning 
curve. I braced myself for some culture 
shock as we adjusted to this new place, 
where backyards are a given rather 
than an extravagant luxury; where the 
brazen squirrels tempt fate and often 
win. As it turns out, the biggest shock 
of all is not how out of place we feel, 
but how we are so completely, unmis-
takably at home.

exhibitions. Jungle Bob will be per-
forming two shows, the first at 11:00 am 
and the second show at 12:30 pm. Free 
popcorn and bagels will be available 
(while supplies last) and hamburgers, 
hot dogs, fries, pizza, drinks, and snow 
cones will be available to purchase.

But wait! There’s more! Satisfy 
your inner altruist by making and 
decorating toiletry bags to benefit the 
North Coast Health Ministry. The 
Lakewood Early Childhood PTA will 
also be collecting canned goods for 
Lakewood Christian Service Center, so 
clear out your pantry and help others 
in need. In addition, representatives 
from the Lakewood Public Library and 
the Department of Recreation will be 
there to tell you all about the many 
great activities our city has to offer.

Worried about parking at this 

always popular event? Go green and 
ride your bicycle! Lakewood’s own 
Spin Bike Shop will be offering FREE 
bike repairs!  Speaking of free, did 
we mention that Meet the Trucks is a 
FREE event, thanks to the Lakewood 
Early Childhood PTA and our gen-
erous sponsors. So bring the whole 
family - it’s FREE!

Sponsored by: Met-Chem Inc., 
The Senney Family, The Kiwanis Club 
of Lakewood, Donatos Pizza, Romp N 
Stomp, Midway OH Boy, Jungle Bob, 
Music Connection and Zap Entertain-
ment.

The 6th Annual Meet the Trucks 
event once again promises to have 
something for everyone in your family. 
Best of all, it’s free! Just bring a non-
perishable food donation to benefit the 
Lakewood Community Service Center. 
Tell a friend!

Lakewood Early Childhood PTA’s 
6th Annual Meet the Trucks!
continued from page 1
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17409 Detroit Ave. 
Lakewood, OH 44107 

www.WindowUniverseCleveland.com 

440.536.8116 
The Future of Replacement Windows 

New Windows & Custom Trim From  
$253 Installed!!! 

 

ROOFING   •   PAINTING   •   REPAIRS

(216) 376-2404 Licensed 
Bonded 
Insured

 Exterior & Interior Painting/Drywall • Roof Repairs • Porch Repairs
FREE SAME DAY ESTIMATES on all calls

Hire local company 
for storm damage.

Proud to have worked on over 50 Lakewood homes in 2010

Proud to be Lakewood owned and operated!

premierlandscapinglakewood.net

Hardscapes | Design & Planting | Maintenance

(216) 228-6916Call Us Today!
John Gilbride, Pres.

Premier Landscaping

Let us provide 
a detailed 

evaluation of 
your property!

,,

,,
Let us provide a detailed evaluation of your property!

New &  
Gently Used  
Clothing

For Women, 
Men & 

Children

ROUND 2 CLOTHING
13341 Madison Avenue

216.712.6656
Email:  

round2clothing@hotmail.com

NOW
OPEN!

$5 off  
any purchase of $25 

or more, with this ad.  
Expires May 31, 2011.

ception in the spring of 2010.
“When I was at LHS we had the 

vocational ed welding classes and that’s 
what I first thought about in regards 
to getting help putting the memo-
rial together. Then when I found out 
there were no longer welding classes, 
it evolved into using students from 
the Art Department for design ideas,” 
Dunphy said.

Students from Amy Sedlak’s Art 
4 class and Joan Pitchler’s Interac-
tive Media class worked on the project 
throughout the spring semester in 2010 
and submitted the designs to the com-
mittee for review. With most of the 
submissions incorporating the theme 
of using the steel beams from the fallen 
World Trade Center towers as symbols 
of the Twin Towers, the committee 
decided to use a conglomeration of all 
the designs.

“We blended everyone’s idea, 
which went with the idea of the two 
Twin Towers,” Dunphy said.

The memorial committee was 
notified about two months ago by the 
New York Port Authority that it had 
been awarded two steel beams from 
the wreckage. According to Dunphy, 

ing circuit as a Methodist minister. 
He was interested in education, and 
was appointed leader of the Meth-
odist Sunday School in 1866. Lewis 
Miller was from Akron and a busi-
nessman by background. He invented 
and became very wealthy by manu-
facturing and selling the Buckeye 

Mower, the first reaper/combine that 
was efficiently placed in front and to 
the side of the horse. Miller’s daughter 
Mina was the second wife of Thomas 
Edison, another prominent Ohio 
inventor. Lewis Miller used much of 
his wealth in philanthropic activities, 
often associated with the Methodist 
Church and its Sunday Schools. The 
camp that started at Lake Chautau-

qua as a training ground for Sunday 
School teachers took on a life of its 
own, and became more general in its 
curriculum.

Another early Chautauqua was 
founded in 1877 at Lakeside, Ohio. 
Initially a teacher training camp, 
Lakeside– like other assemblies that 
were part of the Chautauqua move-
ment- expanded its offerings to more 

general topics. While some speak-
ers were of local interest, national 
figures such as Mark Twain and Wil-
liam Jennings Bryan were also on the 
Chautauqua circuit. The Womens’ 
Suffrage movement, with speakers like 
Susan B. Anthony, used the Chautau-
qua assemblies to spread its message. 
Many Chautauquas moved away 
from any religious connection, but 
remained family entertainment, often 
including music as part of the experi-
ence.

The limited ability of the 
audience to travel influenced the 
movement. The New York Chautau-
qua started correspondence programs 
to allow more folks to participate. 
Other Chautauqua assemblies did not 
have a fixed location but traveled to 
different communities. They put up 
a big tent to offer the local residents 
the interesting programs and enter-
tainment that were the Chautauqua 
experience.

Building on this tradition, 
Lakewood will host Ohio Chautauqua 
this summer. Thanks to the efforts of 
the Lakewood Historical Society, a 
big red-striped tent will be pitched in 
Lakewood Park next to the bandstand 
from June 22 through 26 with musical 
and dramatic programs each evening. 
The evening programs will feature a 
scholar, taking on the character of an 
individual from the Civil War period. 
The scholar will make a presentation 
“in character” to give the audience 
his or her perspective on the Civil 
War. There will also be an opportu-
nity to ask questions. During the day, 
related programs will be presented for 
a youth audience at the Beck Center 
and for adults at the Lakewood Pub-
lic Library. Experience Chautauqua 
for yourself right here in Lakewood. 
More details can be found at the 
website of the Lakewood Historical 
Society at www.lakewoodhistory.org.

Lakewood Event Comes From Long Legacy 
Of Chautauqua Movement

the Port Authority is 
only distributing 1,000 
pieces of the steel for 
various memorials and 
other commemorations 
across the country.

The Lakewood 
memorial will be in 
honor of the 343 fire-
fighters who lost their 
lives on September 11, 
2001, as well as four 
Lakewood firefighters 
who lost their lives in 
the line of duty. Dun-
phy said the plan is 
to have the memorial 
ready for dedication on 
the 10th anniversary of 
9-11 this September.

As the construc-
tion phase of the memorial begins, 
more Lakewood students may get 
involved in the project, including 
students from West Shore’s Construc-
tion Trades program and students in 
LHS’ horticulture classes, who will be 
involved in the landscaping around 
the memorial that will be erected out 
front of the fire station at 14601 Madi-
son Ave.

15226 Madison Ave • 216-244-2026•  metrostager@aol.com

Metropolitan
Interior Design Service

Restaurant Design
Over 25 years in the Hospitality Industry

Window Display
Draw customers with curb appeal

Salon & Commercial Design
Increase profits...hire a professional

Residential Design
Affordable Design for everyone

9/11 Steel Inspires StudentsÕ  Ideas For Memorial
continued from page 1

continued from page 1

Another student’s idea for the memorial.
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Quality Painting. That’s All We Do!

216-529-0360
www.neubertpainting.com 

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

The westside’s housepainter 
for over 35 years!

Interior • Exterior

• Spring Clean-ups
• Lawn Maintenance
• Sod & Seed Installation
• Decks & Fences
• Large Tree Pruning 
• Tree Removal

Tree &
Landscape
Services LLC

216-526-3954

Serving Buyers and Sellers Since 1976
Visit Us At www.LucienRealty.com

Or phone 216-226-4673
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Lakewood  $174,265
Exceptional renovation!

http://1077rosalie.pruluc.com
Kathy Lewis & Eric Lowrey 

216-650-0365

Lakewood  $107,921
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http://1269westlake. pruluc.com
Kathy Lewis & Eric Lowrey 

216-650-0365

Lakewood  $145,000
Huge 1st floor Fam Rm! Wow!

http://15119lanning.pruluc.com
Chris Bergin 
216-244-7175

Lakewood  $124,900
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http://17509riverway.pruluc.com
Pat Murphy 

216-666-3650

Cleveland Hts. $68,000
3 bdrm Colonial

http://3494bainbridge.pruluc.com
Monica Woodman 

216-496-8782

North Olmsted  $179,900
Pride of Ownership shows!

http://26892chapelhill.pruluc.com
Andy Tabor 

216-226-4673

Eric 
Lowrey

by Patrick Murphy
It feels good to be home again. I 

grew up in Lakewood and bought my 
first home here. When the kids were 
gone, I moved to a ranch in Avon Lake. 
Now fate has brought me home again 

Down Payment Assistance
by Monica Woodman

If you haven’t owned a home in the last three years you are considered a first 
time home buyer. If you are a first time home buyer contemplating a home pur-
chase in Lakewood you may want to consider the City of Lakewood’s first time 
buyers down payment assistance program. This city program provides $10,000.00 
of down payment assistance on a single family home and $14,000.00 down pay-
ment assistance on a two family home. There are specific criteria for the buyer and 
seller to meet but it is absolutely worth checking into. First Federal of Lakewood 
offers this loan program and can answer any questions you may have. They will 
also be able to assess each person’s individual qualifications and evaluate partici-
pants in the program.

by Gina Ragone
Do you know a person or orga-

nization that goes above and beyond 
in service to their community? Do 
they spend more time helping others 
than they do themselves? This is your 
chance to give back to that special per-
son or group by nominating them for 
the 2011 Neubert Painting Charity 
Paint Giveaway.

Since 2008, Lakewood-based Neu-
bert Painting has provided a free and 
complete exterior paint job, valued at 
$10,000, to outstanding people and 
organizations as a way of giving back 
to the Cleveland community in which 
it has operated since 1975. The idea of 
giving back is especially important to 
the Neubert Painting’s President and 
founder, John Neubert. “After sur-
viving cancer 10 years ago, I began to 
think about what is really important 
and what values we, as a company, 

First Quarter Single Family Home Sales
to Lakewood. You know the feeling 
when you return home from a trip or 
vacation and you sleep in your own 
bed for the first time in a while? There’s 
no better sleep than that! But we have 
some good news that should help us all 

sleep better in Lakewood.
The National Association of Real-

tors have always maintained that, “All 
Real Estate is local.” Though Real 
Estate conditions vary widely across 
The USA, the media is always reporting 
on national conditions, or large areas 
such as “Midwest” conditions. What 
really is important is the condition of 
our local market.

My partner, Chris Bergin and I 
have been running numbers on spe-
cific cities in our region using actual 
data from our own Multiple Listing 
Service. Over the last three years, Lake-
wood’s single family home prices have 
been stable. Median home prices in 
2008 were $113,700. In 2009 they were 
$114,000, and $114,500 in 2010.

Comparing first quarter Lakewood 

single family home median prices, 
Prices were up 18% from 2009 to 2010. 
They were up another 11% from 2010 
to 2011. Although we are not back to 
the “booming” prices we saw in 2006 
and 2007, we seem to be heading in a 
positive direction.

Could it be that all of the posi-
tive things happening in Cleveland: 
The Medical Mart, Convention Cen-
ter, Casino, New Bridges, University 
Circle, and the new plans for The Flats 
are starting to make Lakewood, Cleve-
land’s first “bedroom” community a re 
surging “bedroom” community again? 
I don’t know but it sure feels good! See 
ya around town!

Pat Murphy is a licensed Real 
Estate Agent with Prudential Lucien 
Realty.

$10,000 Charity Paint Giveaway: 

Nominate A Worthy 
Recipient Today

want to instill in our younger genera-
tion. The value of our charity project 
cannot be measured in dollars, but in 
our service to others.”

Last year, Neubert Painting repainted 
Maggie’s Place in Parma. The 9,000 square 
foot residence provides a place to live—as 
well as support and a second chance—to 
needy pregnant women and young moth-
ers with infants. In 2009, Neubert chose 
Providence House, a crisis nursery for 
babies and home to their mothers and 
fathers. The well-known Ohio City Insti-
tution also helps to rehabilitate and teach 
good parenting skills to the children’s par-
ents. The 2008 Charity Paint Giveaway 
recipient was Nancy, a Lakewood resident 
who, despite her own physical disabilities, 
volunteers her time and the special talents 
of her dog to shut-ins and other members 
of her community who benefit from pet 
therapy.

Neubert Painting Looking for 
Deserving Projects!

Neubert is currently taking nom-
inations for the 2011 Charity Paint 
Giveaway! If you know of a homeowner 
or nonprofit organization deserving a 
fresh paint makeover and truly can-
not afford it, please nominate them 
at NeubertPainting.com (click on the 
nomination form on our home page) 
or write to us at 12108 Madison Ave., 
Lakewood, OH, 44107, providing your 
nominee’s name, address, phone num-
ber, and a paragraph or two explaining 
why they deserve to be chosen. Nomi-
nations are due by June 15. The Charity 
Paint Giveaway will take place on Tues-
day, August 2, weather permitting.

Sponsors of the Neubert Painting 
Charity Paint Giveaway include Sherwin-
Williams, Einstein Bagels, Chic-Fil-A, 
and radio station 95.5 The Fish.
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Call us today
216-521-7000
24 Hour
Emergency  Service

any furnace 
or A/C 

installation$125 off$15 off any 
service 
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Serving Lakewood Since 1922

    Heating
& Cooling

 15118 Detroit 
  in Lakewood.    
                                                                                         

Espresso
Coffee
Tea
Beer
Food

Our menu is completely vegetarian, 
and our ingredients are local and 
organic when available.  www.theroot-cafe.com

#1 Wine Store in Northeast Ohio
          AGAIN THIS YEAR!
Rate #35 in the WORLD for 
  Best Beer Selection!
Come in and check out Rozi’s new Gift Catalog!
 More than 150 gift ideas on site everyday!
  Great ideas for everyone on your Gift List!

• 10 DIFFERENT MULCHES
• FINELY SCREENED TOPSOIL 
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Quality interior and exterior 
painting for over a decade

www.allurepainting.net
Owner on-site

FREE gutter cleaning  
with any exterior house painting

216-287.7468 and 216.228.0138 office

The Lakewood Observer Serving 
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And Now In 15 Other

Communities!
Isn’t it time your business

partnered with this history making,  
award winning LAKEWOOD project? Call 216.712.7070 Today!

Lakewood Owned and Operated!
www.R-Analytical-Services.comPh.216.521.7902 Fx.216.521.1417

Is your computer or laptop giving you problems?
R. Analytical Services Inc. can help!

We provide professional computer
services for your home or business.

Let us help you keep plugged into the future!




