by Christine Gordillo
Lakewood City School
District Superintendent Jef-
frey W. Patterson introduced
a financial plan at the May 21
Board of Education meeting
that will put the district on
more solid financial ground
going forward. District offi-
cials developed the plan in
accordance with the priorities
expressed by residents during
the community engagement
meetings held in January and
February. The plan honors the
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wishes of the community by
minimizing the direct impact
on student programming and
keeps job losses low.

“It’s never easy to rec-
ommend budget reductions.
However, we have developed
the best plan possible that
still provides the resources to
ensure our students are achiev-
ing at the highest level and are
well-prepared for success in
the 2lst century. This plan
preserves that which the com-
munity values in our school

New Boat For Fire Department To
Protect Our Harbor

The Lakewood Fire Department took delivery of their new Ribcraft 7.8
Offshore last week courtesy of Homeland Security. This $48,000 boat
was given to Lakewood last week so that we could protect our harbor.

LHS Girls' Rugby Runner-Up
In National Championships

Team members of the national runner-up LHS girls' rugby team
pose at Stanford Stadium, where the national high school tourna-

ment took place in mid-May.

by Christine Gordillo
Lakewood High girls'
rugby coach Andre Bru-

wer expresses his thanks and
thoughts on his team's sec-
ond-place finish in the nation
at the national high school
tournament held in California
recently:

I am super proud of

our Lakewood girls and our
Lakewood parents and com-
munity who have helped year
long with fundraisers. It took
more than just pure guts to
achieve a 2nd in the nation, it
took a community support-
ing us financially to help us
get there, so a big thank you to
continued on page 8

district,” Patterson said.

The Board is scheduled to
vote on the recommended plan
at its June 4 meeting.

success-
with the
Lakewood Teachers Associa-
tion (LTA), the district is able
to save $2 million through
Fiscal Year 2014 that it would
otherwise have made in reduc-
tions. Teachers will take a 0%
base pay increase in 2013-14,
pay 5% more for health care
beginning in 2012-13, and
participate in a retirement

Following
ful negotiations

incentive program in 2013-14.
Superintendent Patterson
commented, “We appreciate
the LTA coming to the table
and working with us to accom-
these
recognize that this is some-
thing that they did not have to
do, but they saw the need and
helped us develop a plan that

will maintain the

plish savings. We

financial
security of the district for years
to come.”

Part of the $8.6 million in
savings the district will real-
ize through the plan includes
the elimination of twenty-five
and a half full-time equivalent
positions, many of those being
jobs of employees retiring that
won't be replaced. The reduc-
tions include the elimination
of full-time and part-time jobs
and in some cases, reduction
in employees’ hours.

The affect
employees at every level and
include five positions at the

continued on page 10

reductions

District Presents Plan To Reduce Budget

Aerial view of Meet The Trucks. Great fun for kids!

Meet The Trucks Set
For June 2nd

by Melissa Garrett

The City of Lakewood and
the Lakewood Early Child-
hood PTA invite you to attend
the 7th Annual Meet the
Trucks on Saturday, June 2,
2012 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. at Lakewood Park, 14532
Lake Avenue. Come see, touch
and explore the City’s fine fleet
of trucks and vehicles.

Vehicles on display will
include an aerial truck, dump
truck, refuse truck, fire truck,
police car, police motorcycle,
SWAT vehicles, Cleveland
MetroParks Eco Explorers
Traveling Bus and more. In
addition, the Lakewood Early
Childhood PTA will
crafts, a balloon twister, a DJ,
bounce houses,

offer

raffles and

numerous exhibits. Jungle Bob
will be performing two shows,
the first at 11:00 a.m. and the
second show at 12:30 p.m.
The St. Ed’s Trash Talkers will
also be on hand to kick off the
event! Free popcorn and bagels
will be available (while sup-
plies last) and hamburgers, hot
dogs, fries, pizza, drinks, and
snow cones will be available to
purchase.

Many community groups
will also be in attendance
offering children’s activities
and sharing information about
their organizations. Attendees
are asked to bring a canned
good which will be donated
to the Lakewood Community

Services Center, the City’s food
continued on page 3

Lakewood Fire Department met the Fire/Police Memorial Day Motorcycle Run at the entrance to the
Emerald Canyon with their giant flag! Nice way to welcome nearly 1,500 bikers.
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Wednesduy, May 30 the underserved. According to the American Cancer
LHS Jazz Band Concert Society report Cancer Prevention & Early Detection

7:30 PU Facts & Figures 2012, “studies have shown that

Tickets $3. $2seniors, ST students those who lack health insurance are more likely to
! ! be diagnosed af an advanced stage of cancer, when

The Lake Erie Building, Templar Industrial Park
13000 Athens Avenue

We will have a huge charity roffle ot the event
as well. Over 800 Ibs of Pet food and gifts and gift
certificates from local businesses will be in the raffle.
Baskets are on view at The Furry Nation now.

You can purchase fickets now through June 2,

Saturday, June 9

L(?lfi‘:iilo:ditorium survival rates are much lower and freafment is more 3:30pm P;e'r Wlﬁejta#‘;;" fo Host 5K Race Ben-
14100 Franklin Blvd extensive and costly.” The MedWorks Cancer Screen- The Furry Nation, 15800 Detroit Ave 70' 0’3% il a’;‘b 0’ PA/‘I’ use
‘ ing Clinic will offer access to vital screening tests : PurTi-cipdn s can expect o fun, enegefc un
which are proven fo improve survival and decrease g
ThUI‘SdCIy, M(Iy 31 morfality by detecting cancer at an early stage when SUII(ICIY, June 3 Throqgh L(,]keWOOd Park foIIowed by lunch prepored
“Hair of the Dog” Happy Hour and Silent treatmentis more effective. Trinity:Growing for more than 100 Years by Pier W's own Chef Regan Reik on the restourant
Auction The screening clini on Safurday, June 2nd wil 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM deck overlooking Lake Erie. The race celebrates the

Trinity Lutheran Church will celebrate its 100th Copper River Salmon Season. Proceeds will benefit

5:30 PM - 8:00 PM focus on women’s health and men’s health cancer

Eighth annual “Hair of the Dog” Happy Hour and
Silent Auction Citizens Committee for the Lakewood
Animal Shelter (CCLAS) It's time for an evening filled
with music and comedy, pizza, appetizers, open bar
drinks and fantastic raffle baskets, all while helping
our furry friends! 100% of the proceeds will benefit
the homeless and abandoned animals in the commu-
nity. For more information on this exciting event and
advance ticket purchases, visit us online at http://
www.cclas.info/H0D2012.himl

$25.00 per icket
Avenue Tap House, 18206 Detroit Avenue

Happy Hour Spa Night for Charity

7:00 PM - 10:00 PM

We are excited to announce our 4th Annual
Happy Hour Spa Night for charity. This year's char
ity is Lakewood's own H20 “Help to Others”. Al
proceeds from this event will benefit this important
organization.

Please join us for an evening of reloxing spa
treatments, fun music with Cats On Holiday, and
yummy eats and cockiails from Around the Comer.
This year we are offering even more spa services,
50/50 raffles, and fantastic door prizes every hour!
This event sells out every year, so don't delay, go fo
the link below to register or RSVP. http: //events.
120.constantcontact.com,/register/event?oeidk=a07
e5rh8ffi2ecedn87&Ii=7dgpSkeab

One ticket price gives you access to the services on
the list, cocktcils and apps! You will be automatically
entered into the door prize drawings and will have the
opportunity to participate in the 50,/50 raffle.

Come out, celebrate Spring and enjoy a reloxing
night while supporting this great charity!

Location:

Russell Chiropractic & Around the Corner
18624 Detroit Ave.

Saturday, June 2-3

MedWarks Ofers First Of Its Kind Cancer Screen-
ing Clinic For The Uninsured And Underinsured
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

On Saturday, June 2, and Sunday, June 3, 2012,
MedWorks, its partners, The Free Medical Clinic of
Greater Clevelond, University Hospitals Seidman
Cancer Center and the Cleveland ClinicTaussig Cancer
Center, and volunteers will provide two days of free
cancer screenings at a MedWorks dlinic.

This first of its kind, large scale cancer screening
event unites the city’s leading health care providers
in providing urgently needed preventative care for

screenings. Screenings will include pelvic exams, pap
tests, clinical breast exams, mammograms, psa tests
and rectal exams.

The dinic on Sunday, June 3rd will focus on pro-
viding sigmoidoscopies, dermatology screenings, oral
screenings and other cancerrelated tests.

Services will be provided free-of-charge. Patients
will be identified through local social service agencies
providing safety net services. Patients will be pulled
from the safety nets that are identified as in need
of these screenings. In addition, medical volunteers
and MedWorks media partner WKYC TV-3 wil hold
a phone bank to schedule appointments for patients
deemed appropriate for each screening tool. Some
walkins will be accepted. Appointments will be
scheduled on both days starfing at 8am with the last
appointment being at 4pm.

The Free Medical Clinic of Greater Cleveland,
12201 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44106.
Run for the Arts and Free Art Festival

Adventure Guides Car Wash
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Calling all cars! Are you looking to get deaned
up and support the kids of our community? Then
stop by the Lakewood Family Y and the Lake Trail
Nation Y Adventure Guides will give you a bath. The
annual car wash has been a successful fundraiser for
many years, helping to defray the costs of Adventure
Guides programs. Donation of S10 is requested.
Revolving around the motto “Friends forever,”
the Adventure Guides is a family program encourag-
ing parents (or other significant adults) to give the
most important thing that they can to their children,
their time. The Lakewood Y hosts the Lake Trail No-
tion Adventure Guides, which is comprised of nearly
40 families with children aged 5 to 12. Qur members
include single and married parents, grandparents,
neighbors, and of course, the kids we care about!
The program helps foster a lifefime of under
sfanding and  companionship and fo sfrengthen
the relationships between children and adult family
members. Create great ife-long memories, develop
new friendships, and to have FUN! Contact Mike Or-
vetz at 216:228-7662 for more information.
16915 Detroit Avenue

Spring Fling Adoption Day
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Adoption Event and Pet Rescue Charity Fundraiser
Eight rescues will be at The Furry Nation on June
2 to work fogether to find new forever homes for
their fosters.

year anniversary with o Festival Worship. Bishop
Elizabeth Eaton of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America’s Northeastern Ohio Synod will preach. Bp.
Eaton grew up through the ministries of Trinity. The
congregation invifes the public to be part of the morm-
ing’s worship. Amazing music and the dedication of
a new baptismal bow! will take place that moring
as well. A luncheon (reservations needed)provided
by 56 West will follow. For reservations and more
information call 226-8087.
Trinity Lutheran Church, 16400 Defroit Avenue

9th Annval Taste of Lakewood
4:00PM - 700 PM

the local charity, Malachi House which serves persons
who are terminally ill, without cost or regard to gen-
der, race, religion or national origin.

Registration begins at 9am with a race start fime
at 10om. Lunch on the Pier W deck following the
race. Online registration is accessible via the Hermes
Web site af: http://www.hermescleveland.com/
roadracing,/events/pierw.asp. Pre-registration cost is
$25. Mailed entries must be received by Wed., June
6. Online registration closes Fri., June 8 at 9am. Race
Day Registration cost is $30. TShirts will be given
to the first 300 registrants and awards will be pre-
sented to age group winners. All participants are in-
vited to Pier W postrace for lunch. Non-participating
attendees are welcome to gather for post-race lunch

The Lakewood Chamber of Commerce is pleased

to announce its Ninth annual Taste of Lakewood. The
Taste of Lakewood has grown over the past eight
years to become a regionally-recognized “Don’t
Miss” food event. In order to better showcase our
outstanding and edlectic mix of restaurants and food
purveyors and fo appeal fo an even wider audience,
we are very excited fo announce a new location for
the 2012 Taste of Lakewood: The Lake Erie Building,
Templar Industrial Park - commonly known as “The
Screw Factory.”

This new larger venue also offers the opportunity
to partner with the Screw Factory Artists, who will
have their studios open during the event. Sample
delicious food, enfer to win fabulous themed raffle
baskets, and visit open artists” studios: be a part of
the 9th annual Taste of Lakewood that showcases
Lakewood's award-winning food destinations!

at Pier W for $8. For registration questions, contact

Hermes Sports and Events at 216-623-9933
Lakewood Park Outdoor Pavilion, 14532 Lake
Ave, Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Sunday, June 10

Car Wash and Bake Sale

11:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Great fomily car washing and fresh homemade

baked goods! Check out the baked goods while we
clean your vehicle. When you see how shiny your car
is, you pay what you think it is worth. The baked
goods are reasonably priced.

Lakewood Seventh-Day Adventist Church

1382 Arthur Avenue (behind Taco Bell)

Lakewood, Ohio

Many more listings af
www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Lakewood’s own Fireside plays Beck Café’s Red Stage at Bike for Beck as riders return
from a quick 12 mile loop to sounds, gelato from the Sweet Spot, and iced tea at the
Beck Café.Thanks everyone! Yeah that’s David McCallum belting out a song or two!

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Lakewood City News

Council Approves Lawsuit Settlement

by Christopher Bindel

The May 21, 2012 Council meet-
ing was called to order by Council
President Brian Powers at 7:37 P.M.
Councilman Powers (At-Large) asked
Council to pass a resolution con-
gratulating Lakewood High School
principal, Dr. William Wagner. Dr.
Wagner was recently named Ohio High
School Principal of the Year by the
Ohio Association of Secondary School
Administrators. Council unanimously
agreed to and passed the measure.

Councilman Powers personally
congratulated Dr. Wagner and said
coming from a long line of school
teachers and administrators he truly
appreciates what Dr. Wagner does for
our community, saying that you can’t
have a strong community without
strong schools and that Dr. Wagner
truly helps us have strong schools.

Dr. Wagner thanked Council for
the resolution and said that there were
several people responsible for the honor
and he certainly cannot take credit
alone. He said the hard work of all the
students, teachers and support staff are
the reason he was able to receive the
award. He closed saying, “This award
is won by many [in the district] and I
just get the honor of accepting it.”

Next on the agenda were the
Lakewood Heritage Advisory Board
Historic Preservation Awards. May is

National Historical Preservation month
and for the last 10 years Lakewood has
awarded property owners in Lakewood
who have made improvements to their

homes and businesses that stay true to
the historical character of the build-
ings. This year marks the 11th year for
the awards and there were seven recipi-
ents. Winners include Rozi’s Wine
House, two homes on Lake Avenue,
a house on Edgewater Drive, a house
on West Clifton Boulevard, a house
on West Clifton Road and a house on
Wyandotte. One of the houses on Lake
had won this award previously for an
addition on their home, however when
a really bad storm came through a few
years ago a tree took out that addition.
This year they were recognized again
for the replacement of that addition.

Other
ervation Month activities this year
included This old House Fair which
was held at the beginning of the
month, the Lakewood Historical Soci-
ety Scavenger Hunt which is going on
all month and lastly a presentation by
the Lakewood Historical Society at the
Library on May 30th.

Next, Law Director Kevin But-

National Historic Pres-

ler asked Council to pass a resolution
giving the Mayor the power to enter
into an agreement with a former city
employee to settle several worker’s
compensation lawsuits. The Com-
mittee of the Whole had previously
approved the Law Department discuss-
ing settlements of cases up to $150,000.
After deliberation that amount was
agreed upon by both parties. Although

the Committee of the Whole agreed to
a settlement amount to be discussed,
it still has to be officially approved by
Council, which is why Director Butler
introduced the resolution.

Council passed the resolution.

Director Butler then asked Council
to pass an ordinance that would place
a question on the November 6th bal-
lot asking citizens to allow the City to
make changes regarding the filing date of
mayor and council members to be put on
aballot. The Changes are being requested
by the Cuyahoga County Board of elec-
tions to fall in line with changes that were
made at the state level. Currently a can-
didate has to submit their declaration of
candidacy by the 75th day preceding the
primary. The new law, if adopted, would
change that to 90 days.

Council referred the matter to the
Rules and Ordinances Committee for
further discussion.

Police Chief Malley then asked
Council to pass a resolution that would
allow the city to accept funds from
the Ohio Attorney General to support
Lakewood’s D.A.R.E program. The
$41,142.21 grant would help pay the
salaries of the officers instructing the
D.A.R.E program.

Council passed the resolution.

Fire Chief Scott Gilman then asked
Council to pass a resolution recognizing
Kufner Towing for providing Lake-
wood’s Fire Department with vehicles

for use in extrication training. The vehi-
cles were given to the city at no cost.

Council passed the resolution.

Coming to the end of the agenda
and with no members of the pub-
lic wanting to make any comments,
Council President Powers adjourned
the meeting at 8:10 P.M.

Council meetings are held every first
and third Monday of the month at 7:30
P.M. in the City Hall Auditorium. The
next regularly scheduled council meet-
ing will be held on June 4, 2012. For a
copy of the agenda or for any other infor-
mation regarding the LakewoodCity
Council, you can find it at onelakewood.
com/citygovern_council.html

Meet The Trucks

continued from page 1

bank.

The following organizations
helped to sponsor this event: The
University of Akron-Lakewood Cam-
pus, Donatos Pizza, Kiwanis Club of
Lakewood, Lakewood Family YMCA,
Midway OH Boy, Ohio Mobile Gam-
ing, Jungle Bob, Music Connection,
and Zap Entertainment.

The 7th Annual Meet the Trucks
event once again promises to have
something for everyone in your family.
Best of all, it’s free! Just bring a non-
perishable food donation to benefit the
Lakewood Community Services Center.

The BOS is the next step for people who:

* Need a bachelor's degree to advance their career
Want a degree that teaches leadership and supervisory skills
Want a degree that applies to a variety of professions
Need classes offered at times that won't conflict with work schedules
Always wanted to earn a bachelor’s degree

Earn a Bachelor’s of Organization Supervision (BOS) in as little as two years. The BOS is a program designed for
students who already have an associate’s degree or have completed college courses totaling at least 60 credit hours.

Attend an information session at The University of Akron Lakewood
Wednesday, June 13, 6-7:30 p.m. Call 330-721-2210 to register.

learn more about the BOS
degree program.

of AIYGISITY

Visit uakron.edu/BOS to

The

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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LHS' "Lakewood Reads'" Seeks To
Get Residents Reading Together

Come To The 3rd Annual
Lakewood Bike Rodeo

by Melissa Garrett

With school out soon, there will
be more kids out riding their bikes,
and Lakewood’s Neighborhood
Police Officers want to do something
proactive to help keep them safe
while they enjoy their summer. The
Lakewood Bike Rodeo, a safety pro-
gram for kids, will be held Saturday,
June 9, 2012, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00
p-m. at Madison Park.

Most kids ride their bikes on the
sidewalk. However, as they get older
and bigger and ride the sidewalks and
crosswalks faster, there will come a time
when it is safer for all if they were ‘driv-
ing’ with the road traffic. It is key that
these young bike ‘drivers’ know traffic
rules and acquire skills to prevent acci-
dents and harm just as an automobile
driver must. Sharing the road without
knowing and obeying the rules can lead
to trouble: the three top causes of bike-
car crashes for kids under age 15 are
riding out of a driveway without stop-
ping, running stop signs, and turning
left without yielding. And without a hel-
met on, your child is at risk of serious
brain trauma or death from as little as a
three foot drop.

The Rodeo program will take kids
through a series of activity stations
that cover many bike-related-topics
that will be beneficial for sidewalk or
road riding. The Bike Shop activity
station will teach your kids about the
mechanics of their bike and check that
everything is in good working condi-
tion. Even sidewalk riders will benefit
from activities such as the Rock Dodge,
Who’s There, Demon Driveway, Crazy
Crossroads, and Slow Race that will go
over traffic rules, reaction to hazards,
and maintaining control.

The Lakewood Bike Rodeo tar-

gets Lakewood residents ages 11 and
under, but there is something for
everyone at this FREE event. Addi-
tional reasons to come to the Rodeo:

Get a bike license free of charge.
Many times stolen bikes end up getting
turned into the police and this is the
only way to know who the bike belongs
to so it can be returned. What’s more,
if a policeman suspects a bike rider to
be on a stolen bike some will flip the
bike over to find the serial number and
check it against the license records.

Get a Child Identification
Card. If your child were to be missing
this is the must-have document that
you can give to the police immedi-
ately to help search efforts.

Get a kid’s helmet for only $5.
Various kids’ sizes will be available
while supplies last.

Activities for ages six and
under provided by City of Lakewood
Family Room.

Bike and Helmet Raffle. We will
be raffling off four new bikes. Win-
ner must be present.

Interact with and get to know
your local policemen in a casual and
fun environment.

After the Rodeo, catch a swim at
the Becks Pool at Madison Park.

All rodeo participants should be
accompanied by an adult age 18 or
older and must wear a helmet. Every
child who finishes the rodeo will be
entered into a bike giveaway raffle.

This Bike Rodeo is sponsored by
the Lakewood Police Department,
Steel Valley Federal Credit Union,
Madison Avenue Merchants Associa-
tion, Live Well Lakewood, Friends
of Madison Park, Lakewood Public
Library, Silhouette School of Dance,
and the Kiwanis Club of Lakewood.

Mayor Summers Relaunches Listening
To Lakewood Program

by Melissa Garrett

Mayor Michael P. Summers is
relaunching the Listening to Lakewood
Program this summer. He will be vis-
iting local businesses throughout the
rest of 2012 to answer questions and
speak with residents. These Listening
to Lakewood sessions are an opportu-
nity for all residents to meet the Mayor

and discuss Lakewood.

Join Mayor Summers for the first
Listening to Lakewood event on Tues-
day, June 12, 2012 from 5:30 p.m.
- 6:30 p.m. at Rozi's Wine House,
14900 Detroit Avenue. All residents
are encouraged to attend. This is an
opportunity to meet the Mayor and
share your thoughts with him.

by Christine Gordillo

“Lakewood Reads” is Lakewood
High's effort to get the whole commu-
nity involved in celebrating literacy
by reading a book together. All LHS
students will be reading the autobi-
ography/biography, "The Other Wes
Moore," by Wes Moore as part of their
summer reading requirements. Like it
did last year with its selection, “The
Curious Incident of the Dog in the
Night-Time,” Lakewood High is ask-
ing the community to join in reading
this book as well.

The book tells the story of two
boys who grew up in the same Bal-
timore neighborhood and share the
same name, but took very different
paths. One has become a Rhodes
Scholar, decorated combat veteran,
White House Fellow and business
leader, while the other is serving a
life sentence without parole for being
involved in a murder.

The author Wes Moore attempts
to examine the factors that contrib-
uted to their divergent fates. He finds
that he had a series of mentors, family
members, and interested individu-
als who intervened, confronted, and
challenged him; while the other Wes

Moore didn't have all of the support
that he could have used or that he
needed at crucial moments in his life.
The book also emphasizes that there
are consequences, both good and bad,
for the choices we make. The LHS
Social Studies teachers who selected
the book believe that both teens and
adults will find the book relevant and
will be able to make parallels to their
own lives.

In the fall when students return
to school, activities related to the book
will be planned in all departments and
the Lakewood Public Library will host
a number of activities and discussions
focused on the book.

“Community reads are growing
in popularity across the country. The
teachers at Lakewood High feel that
this concept will not only encourage
reading, but will help to connect the
community to the schools,” said social
studies teacher Lauren Flynn. “One of
the main themes of The Other Wes
Moore is the role that support systems
play in the success of a child. In the
end, we are hoping that community
members are encouraged to become
involved in supporting Lakewood’s
youth in whatever way they can.”

Lakewood To Host
Lemonade Day June 30

by Ian Andrews

Local youth entrepreneurs will
fan across the city setting up lemon-
ade stands on June 30, 2012 as part of
Lemonade Day Northeast Ohio. Coin-
ciding with the CityWideStreetSale,
this innovative, nation-wide program
helps teach youths about being entre-
preneurs by starting, owning, and
operating their own businesses.

Having begun in Houston, Texas
in 2007, the program has spread from
2,700 to 120,000 youths in 2011 across
31 cities in America and Canada.

The programisopento Lakewood
students currently enrolled in grades
four through six. Registration forms
are available at LakewoodAlive
(14701 Detroit Avenue, #LL10), the
Lakewood Chamber of Commerce
(16017 Detroit Avenue), and Vision
21 (1495 Warren Road). Registration
forms should be turned into Vision
21 by June 14.

There will be an orientation
meeting for parents and their chil-
dren on June 20 at 6:30 p.m. hosted
continued on page 7

Cool Aid - Only $1,000.00 A Glass

Tobin Northhrup, at his wit's end over medical bills and recovery from illness that
has found him unable to work at Light Bistro, where he is a bartender, decided to do
something about it and on this fine day set out a Cool Aid stand where he was selling
cups of Kool-Aid for $1,000.00 a cup. “Cool-Aid” Update - Since we broke this story,
it has gone global! Tobin has been seen on everything from Channel 3 - CNN and
Fox National News! To date Tobin has not sold one cup for $1,000, but he has met
some interesting people. Follow the QR Code to our original story on Tobin!

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Senior Living At Its Best!

Summer Events Schedule:

(OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, June 24, 2012
12:00 - 1:30PM

Come and enjoy a complimentary lunch or dessert!

LUNCHRL RARN

Thursday, June 28, 2012
at 11:30 a.m.

“Congestive Heart Failure”

Presented by:
Donna Ross, RN, MSN, ACNS-BC
Heart Failure Advocate at Lakewood Hospital

RSVP by June 26th to 216-912-0800. Complimentary lunch provided!

5th Annual Community Dog Show

Saturday, July 28,2012 | 11:00AM - 1:00PM
FREE Vending Opportunities! Accepting Donations for Raffle Prizes!

Y All Proceeds to benefit Lakewood Animal Shelter v

Please contact Tammy Sibert at 216-912-0800.

(216) 228-7650
1381 Bunts Road, Lakewood

(Campus 1s on NE corner of Bunts & Detroit)

ONM O’Neill Management Facilities ~ Locally owned and managed by the John O’Neill Family, serving seniors in the West Shore area since 1962.

To reach any of our facilities, call . WO o
- BRADLEY BAY CenterRidee RO Wellingtgn
(440) 808-5500 @rniirsay ERCenadt )  bace o
or visit us on the web at
www.JTONM.net Bay Village North Ridgeville Lakewood North Olmsted

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Lakewood Public Library Events

compiled by Leana Donofrio-Milovan

Wednesday, May 30
Historical Society:

An Evening with General Nathan Bedford Forrest
After the Civil war, a reporter approached Robert E. Lee and asked him, “Who do you
consider the greatest general of the war?” Lee replied, “A man I've never met, sir, his name
is Forrest.” And in his memoirs William Sherman wrote, “When it’s all said and done, the
finest soldier produced in our Civil War was Nathan Bedford Forrest.” Bob Chambers will
give us a lively, anecdotal presentation of the life and career of the colorful, controversial
Confederate General.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Saturday, June 2
Western Cinema
My Darling Clementine (1946), Directed by John Ford

John Ford returns to his beloved Monument Valley to tell the story of the coming of civi-
lization to the West. The once-wild town of Tombstone now has a barbershop, a church and
a school. Henry Fonda plays Wyatt Earp. He and his brothers have abandoned their wild
ways and have become well-groomed, responsible citizens. With the arrival of Clementine
the schoolmarm to add beauty and smarts, Tombstone may finally be ready for its close-up.
But who are those guys with guns hanging around the O.K Corral?

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Sunday, June 3

Sunday with the Friends: Jody Getz and Friends
Thislaid-back super group was originally put together as a simple gathering of friends. But
with musical backgrounds as diverse as zydeco, blues, folk, rock and pop, they discovered a
new sound that they couldn’t put down. George Lee and John Lucic join the award-winning
songwriter with her name in the title for an exciting new mix of standards and originals.

2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Wednesday, June 6
Lakewood Historical Society: The Western Reserve Historical Soci-

ety, in the Present and for the Future

The Western Reserve Historical Society is a flurry of activity with renovations, a new
interpretation division, a new curator of the Crawford Collection, and the restoration of the
Euclid Beach Carrousel. Janice Ziegler, Vice President for Education and Public Programs,
outlines upcoming exhibits, events, and endeavors. Learn about Clio, the computer avatar
artifact interpreter funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities. Get acquainted
with Kidzibits, the new family education center with activity stations for intergenerational
experiences. And whet your appetite for the fresh food service at Hale Farm in Bath, Ohio.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Showdown At The LPL

by Morgan Maseth

A harsh quiet falls over this sun-
baked stretch of Detroit Avenue and
the saloons by the Library are conspic-
uously empty. Rumors of a showdown
hang in the air making lazy circles
in the sky. The reputation of a classic
American film is at stake. Terry "Prof"
Meehan will hold his own against
Mary "The Doria" Russell and her gang
of bestselling novels.

No stranger to the Lakewood Pub-
lic Library, Terry Mechan has been
hosting film nights for years. His cur-
rent series, Western Movies, The Early
Years: 1903 -1948, takes a hard look at
great films that define the genre. Each
film is introduced with rare clips and
documentaries and finishes with a
lively discussion. His upcoming pre-
sentation of “My Darling Clementine”
centers on Wyatt Earp, Doc Holliday
and the legendary O.K. Corral shoot-
out. Directed by John Ford in 1946,
“My Darling Clementine” was selected
by the Library of Congress to be added
on the National Film Registry for pres-
ervation.

Mary Doria Russell’s latest novel,
Docg, tells the story of John “Doc” Hol-
liday that many are unfamiliar with.
While most focus on the gambling
gunman of legend, Russell relays the
story of the man behind that legend.
After losing his mother, Alice, at 15 to
tuberculosis, Doc s faced with the same
death sentence shortly after earning his
dental surgery degree at the age of 21.
Knowing what fate had to offer him,
he traveled west in hopes that the dry
air and weather would help improve

Terry Meehan and Mary Doria Russell
not pictured.

his health. Russell’s novel shows us the
Doc Holliday that was fighting for his
life while trying to survive on the edge
of the frontier.

While Ford’s film is considered
a classic it is also the least faithful in
regards to actual historical events. But
how much of a factor should historical
accuracy play in determining whether
a film is considered great?

To help answer this question Rus-
sell will lend her knowledge on this
exciting and tumultuous time period,
while Meehan will let director, John
Ford; defend his film through an intro-
ductory video shown before the movie.
Be sure to mark your calendars for this
film presentation and discussion on
Saturday, June 2 at 6:00 pm so you can
hear both sides of the argument and
judge for yourself. This movie is free
and open to the public and will be held
in the Lakewood Public Library Main
Auditorium. For more information go
to  www.lakewoodpubliclibrary.org/
film.

Saturday, June 9
Lakewood Public Cinema
Micmacs (2009), Directed by Jean-Pierre Jeunet - Rated R

Why do films exposing the corrupt humanity of death-dealing arms merchants always
have to be so dreary and depressing? The director of Amelie has found another way. A
ruined victim of random violence teams with a colorful band of misfits to pit the manufac-
turer of the bullet in his brain against the maker of the landmine that took his father’s life
with one brave shenanigan after another. In French with English subtitles.

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Sunday, June 10
Sunday with the Friends: The Art of Stained Glass

Judy Kean of the Glass Studio presents an illuminated history of stained glass with spe-
cial emphasis on the treasures of Tiffany and the personal designs of Frank Lloyd Wright. A
discussion of evolving techniques leads to the current era with glimpses of the future as seen
in examples of Kean’s own work.

2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Wednesday, June 13
Health and Wealth: Hospice 101 and Volunteering

Hospice is a service and not a place. Laura Brindza and Tracey Peek of Odyssey Hospice
clear up common misconceptions about end of life care so that those who need it will have
better opportunities. Find out who is eligible for care, what services are provided and what
costs are covered by Medicare. Also, learn how volunteers can become an important part of
another person’s life journey with a rewarding experience that cannot be replaced.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Thursday, June 14
Booked for Murder
The Virgin of Small Plains by Nancy Pickard

In Small Plains, Kansas, Rex Shellenberger goes out to rescue newborn calves after a bru-
tal blizzard hits, and finds the dead body of a teenage girl in the fields. Who is the girl? And
why does Mitch Newquist disappear as soon as the body is discovered? Even decades after
her death, everyone is still captivated by the girl and the mystery remains unsolved. Years
later, secrets begin to surface and the ghost of the virgin haunts the small town when Mitch
returns to town.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Meeting Room

Saturday, June 16
Five Star Films
Dark Passage (1947), Directed by Delmer Daves - Not Rated
Convicted of killing his wife, Humphrey Bogart escapes from San Quentin and a man-
hunt ensues. He befriends a trusting young Lauren Bacall who secrets him away in her
apartment. But when a friend of his is found shot to death, he’s the prime suspect and the
police double their efforts to catch him.

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Children/Youth Events

compiled by Arlie Matera

Saturday, June 9
Tail Waggin’ Tutors - For school-age children

Bone up on your reading skills by reading to a dog. Drop in for a one-to-one session with
one of our dogs and owners that have been certified through Therapy Dogs International.

11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. in the Main Library Multipurpose Room.

Ongoing through Saturday, August 11
Around the World in 30 Books
For children age birth through fifth grade

Feeling adventurous? Join our Summer Reading Club and read 30 books or for 30 hours
over the summer. Visit the Reading Club desk once a week to collect stamps and tickets toward
prize drawings. Receive a certificate, a nameplate and a special reward when you finish.

Children’s and Youth Services at Main Library and Madison Branch

Ongoing through Saturday, August 11
Get Global--Read - For youth entering sixth through twelfth grade

Explore your world and expand your mind. Read 30 books or for 30 hours over the sum-
mer and earn prizes. Stop by the Reading Club desk to sign up or for more information.

Children’s and Youth Services at Main Library and Madison Branch

Family Weekend Wonders

Make the library a part of your family weekend time with programs featuring stories,
activities, music and crafts. These free programs are offered every weekend throughout the
year at both the Main Library and Madison Branch. No registration is needed. Check out
our website (www.lakewoodpubliclibrary.org/youth) for times and upcoming themes.

Main Library Activity Room and Madison Branch Auditorium

Saturdays at 11:30 a.m. and Sundays at 3:30 p.m.
Weekends With Wee Ones

For families with children under 2 years old
Spend a part of your family weekend time clapping your hands, tapping your feet, singing
nursery rthymes and, of course, sharing books. We will provide materials and ideas for those
wishing to continue the fun at home. Programs are offered every weekend throughout the
year and there is no need to register in advance.

Madison Branch Children’s and Youth Services

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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LPL Serves Up A Steaming
Cup Of Anime At Otaku Café

by Nicka Petruccio
Teens and tweens can meet up

with like minded peers this summer
at Lakewood Public Library’s “Otaku
Café,” a six week program aimed at fans
of anime & manga. The word “otaku” is
a Japanese term used to describe some-
one with an obsessive interest and has
come to be synonymous with anime
and manga fans in the United States.
The genre has steadily grown in popu-
larity over the past 20 years, gradually
getting absorbed into the mainstream.
The appeal still may baffle some, but
fans of the genre can’t get enough.

To that effect, Lakewood Library
is happy to present this program which
will go beyond the cartoons and com-

ics, dipping into all aspects of anime
culture. Whether you’re new or knee
deep in your fandom, youwll have a
great time immersing yourself in six
weeks of anime themed awesome-
ness. We’ll examine Japanese culture
as reflected in anime, hold a manga
drawing workshop, host a series shar-
ing session where everyone can talk
about their favorite series, discuss
anime cons & cosplay (dress-up), and
lots more! Join us Mondays, June 18th
through July 23rd from 3:30-4:30 p.m.
Youths entering the 6th through 12th
grades are invited to attend, but regis-
tration is limited so call soon to reserve
your seat at Otaku Café! Call 216-226-
8275 ext. 140 for more information.

Who's That Librarian? Andrea Fisher

by Arlie Matera

Name/Position/Department:
Andrea Fisher, Supervisor, Adult &
Electronic Services

Birthplace: Wooster, OH

Something interesting about you:
I've worked in libraries my whole life.
I started as a page in my hometown
library when I was 16. I worked in my
college library, and I worked part-time
at LPL while in grad school for Library
Science. I cannot imagine working in
any other environment!

How long you have worked at
LPL: 6': years

Your favorite spot in the Library:
The Grand Reading Room. I love the
way it has the traditional library look,
but with a warm and inviting color pal-
ette. The Richard Haas mural reflects
Lakewood’s history, and is always a
great conversation piece for people vis-
iting the library for the first time.

What you are reading right now:
There But For The by Ali Smith and
The Angel Esmeralda by Don DelLillo.

What three books you would
want in your backpack if you were
stranded on a deserted island: Any-
thing by David Sedaris, Mary Ann’s
Gilligan’s Island Cookbook (I have a
feeling I'll need to know how to make
a coconut cream pie), and Infinite Jest
by David Foster Wallace (if I'm on a
deserted island, maybe I’ll finally have
time to read 1000+ pages).

A favorite childhood memory of
the library: It’s hard to think of just

Lemonade Day

continued from page 4

by the University of Akron Lakewood
and Start Up Lakewood to discuss
being an entrepreneur and to go
through the Lemonade Day program.
This meeting will also provide the
youths with their lemonade stand
location assignments and work
hours. Teams of 2 or 3 youths will
work each lemonade stand for a two
hour shift with an adult chaperone.
Teams can be formed ahead of time
or at the orientation.

Parents and their children can

one! I remember going to the library
for story time as a preschooler. Also,
my library’s pet hamster named Dewey.

Suddenly you find yourself liv-
ing the life of a book character. Who
you would be and why: Milo from The
Phantom Tollbooth. He has amazing
adventures in the Kingdom of Wisdom
and discovers that learning itself can be
an adventure. Plus, I love the thought
of a world full of puns and other whim-
sical wordplay.

Something that might surprise
us about your work at LPL: As a librar-
ian, my job is rewarding and exciting! I
get to help people find good books and
resources that enlighten, educate and
empower them to be smart and suc-
cessful.

June 30

pick up supplies for the stands from
Vision 21 on June 28 and 29 from
4-7 p.m. Stands will cost up to $50
with a portion of the cost being off-
set by sponsorships. This event is not
a fundraiser for any organization;
all costs are associated directly with
supplies for the stand.

Local sponsoring organizations
include the Lakewood City Schools,
Start Up Lakewood, the City of
Lakewood, the Lakewood Chamber
of Commerce, Vision 21, Lakewoo-
dAlive, and the Downtown Lakewood
Business Alliance.

TRUSTED PRODUCT

Slife Heating
& Cooling, Inc.

13729 Madison Avenue
Lakewood, OH 44107

(216) 221-0310
slifehvac@sbcglobal.net

Receive up to $1,375 in Rebates’

on a qualifying Lennox® Home Comfort System

4®7

18 Months, No Interest,
Equal Monthly Payments**
through GE Capital

OH Lic #16431

Offers expire 6/15/2012. *Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Lennox® products. **See
dealer for details or visit Lennox.com. © 2012 Lennox Industries Inc. See your participating Lennox dealer for
details. Lennox dealers include independently owned and operated businesses.
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Lakewood Schools

The Lakewood High seniors who have maintained a 4.0 or better GPA through
three quarters this school year were honored at the District’s annual Celebration of
Excellence, along with other 4.0 scholars from grades 6 through 11.

District Honors Academic Excellence
For Middle, High Schoolers

by Christine Gordillo

The hard work and perseverance
that has paid off in academic excel-
lence for more than 180 sixth- through
12th-graders was honored at the 29th
Annual Celebration of Excellence, held
May 14 at the Civic Auditorium. The
ceremony is the District’s way of hon-
oring those high school and middle
school students who have achieved a
4.0 or higher GPA through three quar-
ters this year as well as our National
Merit scholars and scholarship win-
ners.

Students received their academic
excellence medals from School Board
member and keynote speaker Emma
Petrie Barcelona - a 1995 LHS grad
- and fellow Board members Linda
Beebe and Tom Einhouse. Win-
ners of nearly 50 scholarships worth
more than $35,000 awarded by the
Lakewood Alumni Foundation and the
Lakewood Leadership Team were also
present. Special recognition was given
to Lakewood High’s National Merit

Finalists Ryan Cleary, Derek Dashiell
and Katie Reading, and Commended
Scholars, Mick Jones, James Matthie-
sen, Annalisa Perez, Nina Pizzo and
Matt Sims.

One of the most impressive parts
of the evening was learning of the
post-graduation plans of many of our
outstanding seniors. The many inter-
ests of our District’s most academically
talented students include fields such as
engineering, genetics, music, veterinary
medicine, business, international stud-
ies, film, fashion design and education.
They will study (many with scholar-
ships) at a wide variety of colleges, such
as Case Western Reserve University,
Cornell University, Ohio State Uni-
versity, Ohio University, University of
Akron, Wittenberg Unviersity, North-
western University, Barnard College,
University of Michigan among many
other fine institutions.

Congratulations to all the aca-
demic award winners as well as the
scholarship winners!

Lakewood Board Approves New
Teachers' Contract Through 2013-14

by Christine Gordillo

The Lakewood Board of Educa-
tion at a special meeting on May 18
approved a new contract with the
Lakewood Teachers Association (LTA)
that will run through the 2013-2014
school year. The new contract replaces

the current contract that was to expire
after the 2012-2013 school year. As part
of the administration’s efforts to close
a projected $12.4 million budget defi-
cit in 2015, the district’s labor unions
agreed to re-open their contracts for
negotiation.

The new contract will yield
approximately $2 million in savings
through fiscal year 2014. Teachers will
take a 0% base pay increase in 2013-
2014, pay 5% more for health care
beginning in 2012-2013, and partici-
pate in a retirement incentive program
in 2013-2014.

Superintendent Jeffrey W. Patter-
son commented, "We appreciate LTA
coming to the table and working with
us to accomplish these savings. We rec-
ognize that this is something that they
did not have to do, but they saw the
need, and helped us develop a plan that
will maintain the financial security of
the district for years to come."

Added LTA president Colleen Cor-
rigan: "Lakewood's schools have been
a source of pride for the community,
the district, and, certainly, the teach-

continued on page 22

New HR/Rec Director Hired;
LHS' Siftar Moving Into New Role

by Christine Gordillo

At its May 7 meeting, the Lakewood
Board of Education approved two new
administrative hires. Current Avon Local
Schools’ Superintendent Jim Reitenbach
will be joining the District on Aug. 1 as
Director of Human Resources and the
Community Education & Recreation
departments. LHS House III Princi-
pal Brian Siftar will move into the role
of Coordinator of State & Federal Pro-
grams, Testing and Gifted.

Reitenbach, who has been Avon
Superintendent for the past 13 years,
will be charged with developing a reor-
ganization plan for the Rec Department
and will take over in the HR Depart-
ment for retiring current director, Dr.
Deb Cahoon.

Before becoming Avon’s Super-
intendent, Reitenbach was Personnel
Director for the Maple Heights City
Schools. Earlier in his career, he was
an Athletic Coordinator for the Elyria
City Schools and Athletic Director for
Tiffin University.

“I look forward to the challenge,”
Reitenbach told Board members.

“Lakewood has always been a great
community and I hope to add to that.
Thank you for the opportunity.”

Siftar will be replacing Larry
Orrach in his new position, which
begins Aug.l Siftar has been House
Principal for the past four years.

“I am grateful for the opportunity
... and very grateful to be a member of
(Superintendent) Patterson and (Assis-
tant Superintendent) Bright’s team in
a different role,” Siftar told the Board.
“The commitment of the Board, the
staff and the community is what drew
me in to this community and what
keeps me and my family here.”

Last month, it was announced at
a Board meeting that Bill DiMascia
will replace retiring House II Princi-
pal Lynn Eckert. DiMascia is currently
the Program Manager/Principal of the
Akron Alternative Academy for the
Akron Public School District. While
Principal, DiMascia has improved
attendance rates and boosted the
number of state indicators met for the
300-student school.
begins his new position August 1.

DiMascia also

LHS Girls' Rugby Runner-Up
In National Championships

continued from page 1

everyone who stepped up and helped
our girls achieve, what for some is
only a dream.

What TV didn't show is that our
girls walked on hot coals to get to the
final, they faced off with the once
seven-time National Champions
and undefeated Midwest Champions
since 2003 and took them down 19
points to 0 (in the semifinal). They
left nothing behind, they played
their hearts out to get through to
the final round. Unfortunately it did
take everything out of us and we had
nothing left to give in the final. We

did ice baths, the works, but when

you come up against teams traveling
with 40+ players to our 21, all you
can do is close your eyes and hope
there is still something in the tank.

I am super proud of what our
girls have done and their achieve-
ments deserve praise from all corners,
they have worked from September
through till May in rain and snow,
they have braved the elements and
encountered many more hurdles than
I would care to mention, but believe
me, there is no team more deserving
of a medal right now than our own
Lakewood Girls Rugby Squad, so
congratulations ladies, "second in the
Nation baby!"

Lakewood High School and the Lakewood Garden Club recently dedicated the new
Horticulture Outdoor Learning Lab at LHS, which was a joint project between
Lakewood Schools and the Garden Club. The ribbon-cutting crew was (from left)
Board Vice President Edward Favre, Principal Bill Wagner, Horticulture student
Erin Salo, Superintendent Jeff Patterson, Garden Club member Debbie Conley,
Horticulture teacher Mark Rathge, and Garden Club member Judy Riley.

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Comics 101 At Padre Pio Summer Academy

by Nicole Boose

This summer, local students will
have the opportunity to learn about
the art of making comics from two
working professionals in the field. I'm
pleased to be one half of that team,
along with my co-teacher, cartoonist
Len Peralta (http://www.lenperalta.
com/). Together we’re offering a course
called Comics 101 for 12- to 18-year-
olds as part of Padre Pio Academy’s
summer programming.

Comics 101 will introduce stu-
dents to the process of creating comics
and help students of all levels develop
their artistic and storytelling skills.
The course is dedicated to guiding stu-
dents to express themselves creatively
and communicate effectively through
words and pictures. No prior experi-
ence is needed--just enthusiasm and
willingness to learn!

Peralta is a professional local car-
toonist whose quirky, offbeat style has
become synonymous with geek music
and culture. His work has been fea-
tured on CNN's website and in The
New Yorker. He was recently listed as
one of the Top 100 Geeks to Follow on
Twitter by Wired Magazine. Len has
also illustrated several books, includ-
ing There’s A Zombie In My Treehouse
by John “Widgett” Robinson and Ken
Plume, Silly Rhymes For Belligerent
Children written by MST3K/Cin-
ematic Titanic’s Trace Beaulieu, and

Look by Robert Bowling.

Len has just completed work on an
expansion set of Steve Jackson Games'
Munchkin, based on the popular web
series The Guild, and an indepen-
dent game, Wacky Obits, due out later
this year. He is currently working on a
graphic novel written by Rifftrax mem-
ber Bill Corbett entitled Super Powered
Revenge Chiristmas, due out this holi-
day season. He has taught comics and
cartooning at the Beck Center and

resides in Cleveland with his wife, Nora,
six (soon to be seven) children and a
gassy Wheaten Terrier named Snoopy.

I have over a decade of editorial
experience in the comic book pub-
lishing field. As a member of Marvel
Comics’ staff for over 5 years, I've
worked closely with some of the indus-
try’s premier writing and artistic talent
on developing comic stories. My edi-
torial credits include Invincible Iron
Man, Stephen King’s Dark Tower and

The Stand comic adaptations, and
current series The Secret Service and
Supercrooks. I relocated from New
York City to Lakewood in 2010 with my
husband and daughter, and work as a
freelance comic editor and consultant.
Comics 101 is one of many classes
that Padre Pio Academy offers at its
Lakewood campus from June through
August. More information is available
at http://www.pioacademy.org/curric-
ulum, or by calling (216) 571-0174.

H20 Youth Service Group And Harding
School Host Memorial Day Remembrance

by Gary Rice

On Thursday, May 24, the youth
volunteers of H20 and Harding Middle
School hosted a remembrance cere-
mony to mark Memorial Day. Guests
of honor included our area military
veterans who were served breakfast,
followed by a ceremony attended by the
student body.

Of particular note was the presence
of three former Lakewood educators,
all of whom had served in the Second
World War. Maynard "Doc" Unger, for-
mer Garfield teacher, had been an Army
Air Corps radio operator on a B-17, who
had been shot down over Germany and
spent nearly 2 years as a POW.. Dr.
Richard Dutro had served as a teacher
and an administrator for the Lakewood

Schools, and had also served with the
U.S. Army in Europe. Robert Rice had
been a Lakewood music teacher, as well
as a band, orchestra, and choral director
at Harding School. Rice served with the
336th Army Band, and with the Chemi-
cal Warfare Service in
the American Theater of L
Operations.
In a  touching
moment, Harding band
Brian Griebel
introduced his own father,
the well-known jazz musi-

director

cian Buddy Griebel, who
was also a WWII Army
veteran. Director Griebel
also introduced Mr. Rice
as having been his prede-

cessor at Harding; the two men provided
59 consecutive years of uninterrupted

musical instruction at that school.

(Below L to R) Robert Rice, Maynard
“Doc” Unger, and Buddy Griebel swap
stories. Photo by Gary Rice

Cataracts
can
cloud
your
VISION

T 3 Cleveland Clinic

Every life deserves world class care.

lens of the eye resulting in blurry vision, faded colors, glare and sensitivity to light,

Ophthalmology/Lakeland Eye in Lakewood. “However, surgery to remove the cloudy

over age 60 and have not had a comprehensive exam in the last two years. Your
eye care professional can detect the presence of a cataract or any other conditions

Did you know that more than half of all people in United States have a cataract by
age 65?7 A cataract is a slowly developing clouding of the normally clear human

poor night vision, and frequent prescription changes.

“Sometimes new glasses, brighter lighting, sunglasses, a brimmed cap, or
magnifying lenses can help,” says Peter McGannon, MD, of Cleveland Clinic

lens and replacing it with an artificial lens should be considered when cataracts
interfere with daily activities.”

Make an appointment for a dilated eye exam if you have blurred vision or if you are

that may cause the blurred vision.

To schedule an appointment with Ophthalmologist Peter McGannon, MD,
Cleveland Clinic Ophthalmology/Lakeland Eye in Lakewood, call 216.529.5320.
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District Presents Plan To Reduce Budget

continued from page 1

administration office, eight and a half at
the high school, five at the middle schools
and seven in the elementary schools. As
of next school year, the district will oper-
ate with eighty-seven fewer positions
than it had just two years ago.

The financial plan also recom-
mends closing an elementary school
prior to the 2013-14 school year,
which will result in annual savings of
$400,000. A recommendation to the
Board of which school to close will be
made in August. Together, the savings
from fewer jobs and buildings will sig-
nificantly help reduce the projected
$12.5 million deficit in 2015.

Other short-term savings in the

plan come through reducing textbook
spending, non-renewals of technology
leases through the 2013-2014 school
year, and a shifting of a surplus in the
district’s workers’ compensation fund
to the general fund.

The priorities expressed by the
community in the meetings held ear-
lier this year guided district officials as
they crafted a plan that required tough
decisions. For instance, if personnel
reductions were to result in larger class
sizes, the community clearly expressed
that those larger classes should be at
the high school and not at the elemen-
tary level. The number of teachers
that will not be replaced is largest at
the high school. No regular classroom

Reductions Proposed By Patterson
Include Closing Elementary School

by Betsy Voinovich

At this past Monday's School
Board meeting, our Superintendent,
Jeff Patterson, presented a list of cuts
that altogether will save about 8 mil-
lion dollars, "significantly lowering the
amount of millage we will have to ask
for" with the next levy.

The lists were printed out and
made available to everyone at the meet-
ing. The first number is the item cut,
the next three, are dollar amounts for
fiscal years 12, 13 and 14

1. Westshore Payment, $190,000
190,000 190,000

2. Textbooks
250,000

3. Technology Leases
374,000 374,000

4. Workers Compensation 600,000
600,000 200,000

5. Title 1 Carryover 0 400,000 0

6. Positions ReducedFY12 60,000
60,000 60,000

7. LTA TRIP #1(positions reduced)

0 600,000 600,000

8. Replace 7.5 FTE (Elementary
positions)

0 (455,000) (455,000)

9. LTA TRIP #2 0 0 500,000

10. Addtl base freezeFY14 0 0
989,000

11. Health Care Savings 0 324,000
324,000

12. Additional Staffing Changes

Teacher  Reduction 250,000
310,000

Classified Reductions 0 31,000
61,000

Admin & non-represented staff
reductions

0 275,000 332,000

13. Elementary Building Closure

00400,000

TOTAL
4,195,000

Total Budget Reductions (FY2012,
FY2013, FY2014) = $8,628,000

These cuts include the loss of one
of our GT ("gifted and talented" teach-
ers) and one of our 4/5 GT classrooms.
They also include the loss of licensed
Media Specialists (Main librarians)
at all of the schools except the high
school. Our Middle Schools will lose

250,000 250,000

374,000

1,474,000 2,959,000

their Family/Consumer
which will be replaced by math and
language arts tutoring services.

programs,

The most dramatic cut was the
elementary school. Which one will be
closed?

Superintendent Patterson stated
that it will not be one of the new or
rebuilt ones which offer our students
state-of-the-art  surroundings and
technology, and run efficiently. When
directly asked whether the Adminis-
tration will follow the Board's decision
regarding the Phase 3 School Facilities
plan, Superintendent Patterson said
several times that current data will be
thoroughly studied to figure out what
would make the most sense when pro-
jected into the next year or two. When
I asked him about this later, he under-
lined that this reduction has to do with
saving funds and is not related to Phase
3, and stressed that it must be analyzed
on its own terms, with all the current
data being evaluated.

What is the current data and
what will the criteria be when sorting
through it?

Does this work with our elemen-
tary age population? Will they fit into
six buildings? What does this mean for
class size?

Presumably the Administration
will be sorting through operating
costs, condition of the buildings, avail-
ability of adjacent schools, impact on
the neighborhood(s), impact on cur-
rent and future Lakewood families,
among other things.

Most important to Mr. Patterson
was that the announcement of which
elementary school will close be made
this August, because as he said, "It is
very important to get the word out to
families a year in advance."

Many questions will be sorted
through in the coming days. Though
audience members left buzzing with
questions and speculation, one thing
was very clear. The Administration
labored long and hard over the recom-
mendations, which as Mr. Patterson
said, represented more than seven
months of work, and every effort was
made to truly listen to the community.

teachers will be eliminated at the ele-
mentary level.

The community also made clear
how highly it values the music, art and
gifted programs. No reductions will
come in performing arts program-
ming, a half a position will be reduced
in the art department and all students
who are identified as gifted will con-
tinue to be served at all levels. The
reductions also manage to preserve
the broad range of programming also
noted by the community as a hallmark
of Lakewood City Schools.

If the proposed reductions are
approved by the Board of Education,
the district will have reduced $22.3
million from its budget since 2005.
These cuts have become necessary

because the state has slashed the edu-
cation budget, and local property tax
revenue has suffered during the pro-
longed housing slump. These factors
have combined to effectively negate
any revenue gained from the 2010 levy.

“Thanks to the hard work and
efforts of our administration and the
cooperation of our staff, the district
will realize a savings of $8.6 million
over the next three years, which will
allow us to minimize any future mill-
age request,” Patterson said. “The plan
does not come without sacrifice, but in
the long run, our district will be able
to move forward on strong financial
footing and continue to be able to offer
the programming our community so

highly values.”

Lakewood Catholic Academy's 2012 National Junior Honor Society inductees.

Forty-Three LCA Students Inducted
Into The National Junior Honor Society

by Paul Nickels

Wednesday, March 28 was a
very big day for 43 Lakewood Catho-
lic Academy junior high students.
The seventh and eighth grade stu-
dents were inducted into the National
Junior Honor Society. This repre-
sents the largest number of inductees
into the Society since the founding of
Lakewood Catholic Academy in the fall
of 2005! Students who gain member-
ship in the Society have demonstrated
excellence in the areas of Scholarship,
Leadership, Service, Character and
Citizenship.

The students inducted this year
include the following:

Grade 7: Alyssa Amato, Maya
Ariza, William Baker, Liam Bangert,

John Bradfield, Anna Cmolik, Bridget
Croniger, Mary Cait Dolan, Jacqueline
Grant, Olivia Heidorf, Ryan John-
ston, Emma Kantorak, Victor Kasinec,
Alyssa Kissel, Laura Kolenz, Grace
Kormos, Anna Kotansky, Nancy Kot-
nik, Veronica Kress, Caroline Lauch,
Hannah Marek, Brendan Mitchell,
Emily Morabeto, Stephen O’Sullivan,
Luke Occhionero, Edward Patton,
Sonia Rogozinski, Caitlin Ryan, Car-
oline Saracina, Joseph Sierputowski,
Laurel Slawinski and Frances Smith.

Grade Eight: Kevin Arbeznik,
Emily Bundy, Marcus Hogan, David
Isabella, Kira Rogozinski, Stephen
Schrimpf, Nathaniel Smith, Robert
Sessions, Molly Stofko and Kyle War-
ren.

Restaurant/Bar/Food
And Patio Guide 2012

by Margaret Brinich

When it comes time to put together our annual Restaurant/Bar/
Food and Patio Guide we like to take a step back and reflect on the
changes Lakewood's food scene has undergone over the past year. By
and large the staples remain the same, but there are always some note-
worthy departures as well as a few exciting new additions that get added
to the map. This year's list is no different and even includes several
establishments that are so new we had to label them "Coming Soon"!

No matter how the list changes from year to year, here at the LO
putting this map together never fails to do two things: 1) remind us
how lucky we are to live in such a vibrant food city and 2) make us

very hungry!

So whether it's an old family favorite or a new up and coming
trendy joint, get out there and EAT Lakewood!

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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BUCKEYE BEER ENGINE.COM
GOURMET BURGERDS, GOURMET BEER

OPEN EVERY DAY OF THE YEAR

156315 Madison Ave, Lakewood, 216-226-2337

Community
LEAF A/ighz‘s

7 hersdays,
Jetne 72— Oc? 22
530 — $°00 P

Lakewood Public Z./é/‘dl‘y
Main Branch

CSAs, local food,
activities & vendors

HLp/ oo lear Commendy. org

"AMERICAS BEST RIBS”

’ 1
Lakewood’s Largest Patio
Ribs @ Wings o Burgers o Salads o
Wraps o Pizza © & Much More!
Watch your favorite sports on our patio

216-226-2000
14600 Detroit Avenue
www.PacersRestaurant.com

Kitchen Open Late~ Full Menu
Sun-Wed till 12:30am ¢ Thurs-Sat till 1:30am

Restaurant, Catering, and Take-out

Making life simple...
Catering from
Italian Creations

216-226-2282

16104 Hilliard Road e Lakewood
www.ItalianCreation.com

Italian and Classical American Cuisine

“Saturday

Create Your Own - 11 a.m.

Serving Breakfast/Lunch
featuring our famous
Gourmet Meatloaf Stack and
Savory Pot Roast
Voted Best Hamburger
On The Northcoast!

18514 Detroit Avenue,
Lakewood, OH 44107
phone: 216-521-7684

West End Tavern presents:

“Sunday Brunch”
Bloody Mary Bar”

A 20-Year Lakewood Tradition

fax: 216-521-9518

10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Eggs Benedict ® Eggs Sardoux ©
Stuffed French Toast ® Pot Roast Hash
Omelets ® Fritatas ® and more!
featuring our famous
"Mega Mimosas"

A Burgers
Only S8.004

ﬂm&v@m@ﬂ@g
[2516% 226005 GE AW -

Menclayy
Tuescay

VISIT US

Sunday - Thursday « Noon - 10:00pm
Friday & Saturday  Noon - 11:00pm

Featuring homemade American Gelato*
made with the finest all-natural,
local and /or organic ingredients.

WEDNESDAS
&8 ATURDAY

HARRYAHOURS]
Sm= mnm

*Gelato (je-lo-toh) — A soft, rich ice cream
containing litfle to no air and vibrant flavor.
Traditionally made in ltaly with fresh, local ingredients.

VEGAN/DAIRY FREE OPTIONS AVAILABLE

17806 DETROITRD « LAKEWOOD OH 44107
thesweetspotcleveland.com  216.221.8870

The
Red Rose
Caile

I y i
Sp&CI&lS' DraftiBeers) >l 00 OFF ‘

OINOWIORENT

/qéadddt'o

eatery

HEALTH & EXOTlc 14810 Madison Ave * Lakewood
LEBANESUF AMERICAN 2162287133
c ls‘NE Parking off Victoria Ave. f
Corner of Warren Rd & Madison |
$15 or More
in Food

Receive One Free
Appetizer of
$5 or Less

(excluding taxes)

Visit our Lakewood location:
14536 Detroit Ave.
Lakewood, OH 44107

www.aladdinseatery.com

Valid Mon thru Sat till 7pm
Coupon Required upon Ordering
One Coupon Per Person Per Visit

Expires 06/12/2012

L(QAYS FUD AT S(ILLIV

o " &

LAKEWOOD’S PUBLIC HOUSE

SUMNMMER AT SULLIVAR'S!

°1 Bud Light Draft

%2 Komikazies — Name Your Flavor

3 Any Well Drink

4 Wine List

°5 Selections from Specialty Drink List
5 Appetizers & Small Plates

SOMETHING FUDND €EVERY DAY!
Monday:

KITCHEN

OPEN TILL 1am
THURS-FRI-SAT?

Happy Hour
Monday-Friday
Bar & Patio Only
3pm till Close

Service Industry Night —
Work in the service industry? 25% off your tab!

Tuesday: Improv @ 8:30 pm
Wednesday: Trivia with Great Lakes Trivia — Cash Prizes!
(www.greatlakestrivia.com)
8pm & 9pm - Play Free!
Thursday: Half-price Burgers & Irish Wakes
Comedy Show @ 10:30pm
Friday: Live Entertainment
Saturday: Family Fun Day — Kids 12 & under eat FREE, 12-5pm
(with purchase of adult entrée, sandwich or entrée salad)
Entertainment for the Kids
Cook out on the Patio: Burgers & Dogs on the Grill - 1-6pm
Sunday: Brunch 10am-3pm (featuring our famous Irish Breakfast Buffet)

$3 Bloody Mary Bar and Mimosas
Half-off Bar 6pm to close

CELEBRATE THE MILESTONES OF YOUR LIFE WITH US!

| £ [t 13368 Madison Avenue » (216) 529-8969

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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1. Nature’s Bin, 18120 Sloane, 521-4600 37. Cozumel Mexican, 16512 Detroit, 228-1415, Patio 74. Pacers, 14600 Detroit, 226-2000, Patio 111. Bottom’s Up/Bassa Vita, 1571 Highland 148. Lakewood Star Mart, 14322 Madison

2. Sloane Pub, 18196 Sloane 38. United Dairy Farmers, 16511 Detroit 75. Aladdin’s Eatery, 14518 Detroit, 521-4005 112. Aldi’s, 1600 Highland 149. Players On Madison, 14527 Madison, Patio

3. Peking Restaurant, 18198 Sloane 39. McDonald’s, 16403 Detroit (Coming Soon) 76. Lakewood Hospital Cafeteria, 14519 Detroit, 521-4200 113. Subway, 1628 Highland 150. Doughnut Pantry 14600 Madison

4. McDonald’s, 18228 Sloane 40. fiftysix west, 16300 Detroit, 226-0056 77. T.J.s Butcher Block Deli, 14415 Detroit, 521-3303 114. North Coast Wine & Beer, Madison and Highland 151. BP AM/PM, 14718 Madison

5. Blackbird Bakery, 1391 Sloane, Patio 41. Hungry Howies Pizza, 16210 Detroit, 521-7200 78. Edible Arrangements, 14239 Detroit 115. Joe’s Deli & Beverage, 11750 Madison 152. The Red Rose Cafe, 14810 Madison, 228-7133, Patio

6. Around The Corner, 18616 Detroit, 521-4413, Patio 42. Mr. Hero, 16204 Detroit, 228-6489 79. Get Go, 14206 Detroit 116. Burger King, 11790 Madison 153. Malley’s Ice Cream Parlor & Chocolates, 14822 Madison

7. Harry Buffalo, 18605 Detroit, Open Air Seating 43. Sweet Designs, 16100 Detroit 80. Hixson’s, 14125 Detroit, 521-9277 117. Shamrock Restaurant & Tavern, 11922 Madison, Patio 154. Hobart Health Foods, 15001 Madison

8. A’Venue Wholesale Fine Pastries, 18520 Detroit 44. Bobby O’s, 16103 Detroit 81. Giant Eagle, 14100 Detroit, 226-2698 118. Flying Rib, 11926 Madison, 521-0117, Patio 155. Madison Convenience Store, 15019 Madison

9. Dewey’s Pizza, 18516 Detroit 45. Jammy Buggars, 15625 Detroit, 767-5922 82. Winking Lizard Tavern, 14018 Detroit, Patio 119. Sugar Bears Custard, 12102 Madison, Patio 156. Elmwood Bakery, 15204 Madison

10. Georgetown, 18515 Detroit, 221-3500, Patio 46. Merry Arts Pub, 15607 Detroit, 226-4080 83. Moon’s Food Store, 14000 Detroit 120. Winchester Tavern & Music Hall, 12112 Madison, 226-5681 157. La Bella Cupcakes, 15208 Madison

11. West End Tavern, 18514 Detroit, 521-7684 47. Roman Fountain Pizza, 15603 Detroit, 221-6683 84. Georgio’s Pizza, 13804 Detroit 121. Thai Kitchen, 12210 Madison 158. Mars Bar, 15314 Madison, 248-4500, Patio

12. Borderline Cafe, 18510 Detroit 48. Ross Deli, 15524 Detroit 85. Szechwan Garden, 13800 Detroit 122. Corner Pub, 12301 Madison 159. Buckeye Beer Engine, 15315 Madison, 226-2337, Patio

13. Riverwood Cafe, 18500 Detroit 49. Taco Bell, 15500 Detroit 86. China Express, 13621 Detroit 123. Madison’s, 12401 Madison 160. Taste of Europe Beverage & Deli, 15512 Madison

14. Simone’s Beverage & Deli, 18414 Detroit 50. Subway, 15317 Detroit 87. Grab & Go Pizza Express, 13619 Detroit 124. Coffee Pot Restaurant, 12415 Madison 161. Screaming Rooster, 15527 Madison

15. Papa John’s Pizza, 18400 Detroit 51. Domino’s Pizza, 15315 Detroit 88. Oasis Bakery and Eatery, 13615 Detroit 125. Madison Bi-Rite, 12503 Madison 162. Patio Tavern, 15615 Madison

16. India Garden, 18405 Detroit, 221-0676, Patio 52. Quaker Steak and Lube, 15312 Detroit (Coming Soon) 89. Feed Me, 13611 Detroit 126. Baba’s Kitchen, 12711 Madison/St. Paul’s, 226-3382 163. Patton’s Food, 15719 Madison

17. John’s Diner, 18260 Detroit 53. Root Bakery & Cafe, 15118 Detroit, 226-4401, Patio 90. Irish Kevin’s, 13601 Detroit 127. Barroco, 12906 Madison 164. O’Donnell’s Pub, 16204 Madison

18. Avenue Tap House/Guy’s Pizza, 18206 Detroit 54. Caribou Coffee, 15105 Detroit, Patio 91. KB Confections, 13519 Detroit, 221-4371 (opening soon) 128. Mahall’s Twenty Lanes, 13200 Madison, 521-3280 165. Subway, 16208 Madison

19. Kenilworth Tavern, 18204 Detroit, 226-6882 55. Burger King, 15027 Detroit 92. Danny’s Deli & Restaurant, 13411 Detroit 129. Taco Tontos, 13321 Madison, 221-4479, (coming soon) 166. Lin Garden, 16210A Madison

20. Donatos Pizzeria, 18100 Detroit, Patio 56. Chipotle Mexican Grill, 14881 Detroit, Patio 93. Corky’s Place, 13302 Detroit 130. Waterbury Coach House, 13333 Madison, 226-9772 167. Convenient Food Mart, 16811 Madison

21. Breadsmith, 18101 Detroit 57. Five Guys Burgers, Patio 94. The Red Rooster, 12901 Detroit 131. Beverage Square, 13340 Madison 168. Tommy’s Pizza and Chicken, 16813 Madison

22. Eddy & Iggy’s, 17900 Detroit, Patio 58. Menchie’s, 15008 Detroit, Patio 95. Miller’s Sunoco, 12511 Detroit 132. Little Caeser’s Pizza, 13342 Madison, 221-5757 169. Gatherings Kitchen Catering/Classes, 17004 Madison

23. The Sweet Spot, 17806 Detroit, 221-8870 59. Rozi’s Wine House, 14900 Detroit, 221-1119, Open Air Seating 96. East End Market, 12500 Detroit 133. Tarrymore Inn, 13356 Madison, Patio 170. Mullen’s of Letterfrack, 17014 Madison, 226-5224, Patio

24. Rush Inn, 17800 Detroit 221-3224 60. Dog House 2, 14877 Detroit Marc’s Plaza, 221-9781 97. Pepper’s Restaurant, 12401 Detroit, Patio 134. Trio’s Bar, 13362 Madison 171. Italian Creations Carry Out/Catering, 16104 Hilliard, 226-2282

25. Beck Cafe, 17823 Detroit, 712-4746, Patio 61. China Garden, 14867 Detroit Marc’s Plaza 98. Shore Restaurant, 12009 Detroit 135. Sullivan’s Irish Pub & Restaurant, 13368 Madison, Patio 172. 7-11, 16165 Hilliard

26. Webb Food Mart,17796 Detroit 62. Marc’s, 14861 Detroit Marc’s Plaza 99. 5 0’Clock Lounge, 11906 Detroit 136. Manja, 13373 Madison 173. Golden Gate Chinese Restaurant, 16009 Hilliard

27. Pug Mahones, 17621 Detroit, 228-8874 63. Boston Market, 14833 Detroit Marc’s Plaza 100. The Chamber, 11814 Detroit 137. Iggy’s, 13405 Madison 174. Madison Square Lanes, 1653 Westwood Ave.

28. Nunzio’s Pizzeria, 17615 Detroit, 228-2900 64. Dave’s Cosmic Subs, 14813 Detroit, 221-1117 101. The Phantasy Nite Club, 11802 Detroit 138. Lakewood Village Tavern, 13437 Madison 175. Speedway, Warren Rd. and Franklin Blvd.

29. Dunkin Donuts, 17609 Detroit 65. The Souper Market, 14809 Detroit, 712-7292 102. The Symposium, 11800 Detroit 139. Bonnie & Clydes’s Bar, 13603 Madison 176. The Ranger Cafe in L.H.S., 14100 Franklin Blvd.

30. Create-A-Cake, 17114 Detroit 66. Deagan’s Kitchen & Bar, 14810 Detroit 103. The Concert Club, 11729 Detroit 140. Angelo’s Pizza, 13715 Madison, Patio 177. Good & Raw Cafe and Store, 11701 Clifton Blvd.

31. Johnny Malloy’s/Geppettos, 17103 Detroit, 529-1400, 67. The Place To Be, 1391 Warren Rd., 226-8783 104. Shell Food Mart, 11701 Clifton 141. Khiem’s Vietnamese Cuisine, 13735 Madison 178. Lake House Cafe, 11850 Edgewater Drive, 226-7575, Patio
Open Air Seating 68. Jimmy Johns, 14725 Detroit 105. Sapell’s Bi-Rite, 1314 Highland 142. Church Bar, 13751 Madison 179. Pier W, 12700 Lake Avenue

32. Midtown Booths Tavern, 16934 Detroit 69. Eddie’n Eddie, 14723 Detroit (coming soon) 106. Dianna’s Deli & Restaurant, 1332 Highland, Patio 143. The Greek Village, 14019 Madison, 228-4976 180. Mr. T’s Deli, 12900 Lake Avenue in the Carlyle

33. Local Bar and Grill, 16918 Detroit 70. Robek’s, 14701 Detroit 107. McDonald’s, 1430 Highland 144. Richland Cafe/Farrells, 14027 Madison 181. La Plaza Mexican Grocery/Taco Stand, 13609 Lakewood Hts. Blvd.

34. Dairy Queen/Orange Julius, 16803 Detroit, 521-7763, Patio 71. Melt Bar & Grilled, 14718 Detroit, 226-3699, Patio 108. Mr. Hero, 1510 Highland 145. Zappitelli’s On Madison, 14201 Madison 182. Sweetwater Landing, 1500 Scenic Park Drive in

35. Plank Road, 16719 Detroit, Patio 72. Panera Bread, 14701 Detroit, Patio 109. Panda Wok, 1512 Highland 146. Tommy’s Pastries, 14205 Madison The Emerald Canyon, Patio

36. Mini Mart, 16708 Detroit 73. Einstein Bros. Bagels, 14615 Detroit 110. KFC, 1560 Highland 147. El Tango Taqueria, 14224 Madison, Patio

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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16803 Detroit Ave.
216-521-7763

51 OFF
ROYAL TREAT

With coupon only. Limit 1 per customer.
16803 Detroit Ave. « 216-521-7763
Not valid with other offers. Exp. 6-21-12

_____________________________

12 oz or Larger BLIZZARD

With coupon only. Limit 1 per customer.

16803 Detrait Ave. » 216-521-7763
Not valid with other offers. Exp. 6-21-12

The Original

*
Daes
SUBS.

14813 Detroit Ave.
Lakewood

216-221-1117
216-221-1080 (Fax)

in your neighbeorhood?

SaTUrDay

. FATMeETS -
markerT

THIS PROJECT WAS FINANCED IN PART
THROUGH A COST SHARE ADVERTISING
PROGRAM FROM THE OHIO DEPARTMENT
OF AGRICULTURE

LIVE JAZZ!

Entertainment on patio, weather permitting!
Friday & Saturday nights at 9pm

Visit our weh sites event page for list of musicians

Join us for Happy Hour!
Mon-Fri from 5-7pm
Fri & Sat Late Night from 9-11pm

Rated one of the
BEST HAPPY HOURS!

5 out of 5 olives —PD/cleveland.com

18515 Detroit Avenue » Lakewood, OH

Reservations 216.221.3500

THANK YOU
FOR VOTING US

BEST NEW
RESTAURANT!

15625 DETROIT AVE
LAKEWO0OD,0HI0
216.767.5922
WWW.JAMMYBUGGARS.COM

C_—~ Undia Gorden — _O)

TN OPEN DAILY
(N NMonday-Friday
Lunch 11am-2:30pm - Dinner 5-10pm
Saturday-Sunday
Lunch 12-3pm - Dinner 5-10pm

18405 Detroit Avenue
(216) 221-0676

www.indiagardencleveland.com o Lunch Buffet $8.95 «

(" Visit Sicily Without Leaving Home )

“UNZIO’S Mon-Sat
Fal' "Bii o . g g, 4pm-3:30am
wp %M ’ Deliveries until 3:30am

Fresh Authentic Italian Cuisine;\ }

Pizza « Pasta » Subs « Salads * Wings Sunday
Now serving 2pm_1-3oam
Lakewood, Rocky River & Fairview Park P o= ag x .
Y S s, Deliveries until 1:30am
Party Tray

17615 Detroit Ave. © Small Medium Large
P‘ll 6 Cut-9” 8Cut- 12" 12 Cut- 16" Half Sheet

216-228-2900 Plain $6.25 $7.75 $10.25  $11.25
www.nunziospizza.net | 1 tem $6.75 $8.50 $11.25  $12.75

i 2items  $7.25  $9.25  $12.25  $14.25
4il'ocations 3ltems  $7.75  $10.00 $13.25  $15.75

to}Senvel 4ltems  $825  $10.75  $14.25  $17.25

\You]Better Deluxe ~ $8.75  $11.50 $1525  $18.75
Extraltems $0.50  $0.75  $1.00  $1.50
20 Years Extra Cheese $0.75 $1.25 $1.75 $2.50
e in Business 2

<t to change without notice.

ive August 1 and subje:

ffecti

Prices ef

Items: Pepp i, S , Onions, Green Peppers, Anchovies,
Ham, Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black Olives, Hot Peppers, Ground Meat & Artichoke Hearts /

Monday thru Wednesday
Bar: 4pm-2:30am e Kitchen: 4pm-12am

Thursday thru Sunday
Bar: 11:30am-2:30am
Kitchen:
Fri & Sat 11:30am-1am (Open late!)
Thurs & Sun 11:30am-midnight

HAPPY HOUR
Check out our new $5 appetizer menu
Mon thru Wed 4-6:30pm
Thurs & Fri 11:30am- 6:30pm

Bar & Grille
“The Original Joint”
Serving the West Side for Over 31 Years

Check out our daily specials!

17800 Detroit Ave » Lakewood
216-221-3224 Visit “The Other Joint”
www.therushinn.com at The Rush Inn in Avon

Present this ad to get $5 off $25!

Limit 1 discount per person, cannot be combined with other coupons or offers. Dine in only. Expires July 31, 2012.

[hooty
eI

ot A1)

Sundays -Enioy our delicious a (a carte Brunch
Mondays- Buy One, Get One- Black Angus Burgers
Wednesdays- Try our $5 Menu!

PATIO OPEN with new menu Including “Fat Cat” Sandwiches

Follow Us On
Facebook

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Lakewood Is Art

“Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson” Rocks
The Beck Center Studio Theater

by Lauren Fraley

Our 7th president Andrew Jack-
son’s legacy is the contradiction of
the century, from the reinvention of
modern Democracy right down to the
Trail of Tears, relocating thousands of
Native Americans into reservations
in the West, against their will. Cre-
ative team Alex Timbers and Michael
Friedman saw this bundle of paradox
as fruitful content for a rock musical,
warping Jackson into a modern rock
star, the people’s choice of the Ameri-
can presidency, followed by all of his
groupies praising populism. In this
presidential election year, The Beck
Center has boldly put Bloody, Bloody
Andrew Jackson in their season, rock-
ing the studio theater.

The show is uproarious and
clever... and probably not for every-
one. This isn’t just because of the
trifecta of off-color-jokes- prejudice,
bodily fluids and sex. In fact, there’s
plenty of humor ranging from low
to high and everywhere in between!
But some people like their parodies

photo by: Kathy Sandham

AJ’s Groupies — from left to right, Amiee Collier, Keri Rene Fuller, Alyssa Easterly,
and Lindsey Mercer in Beck Center’s production of “Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson,”
May 25 through July 1, 2012 in the Studio Theater.

served with a side of history- with a
sense of what is creative license and
what’s fact. (There isn’t much supple-
mental dramaturgical info to guide us
through this dense, albeit sometimes
light, show.) Especially in an election
year, this show has the opportunity to

make us look at ourselves and laugh
and think about how much has or
hasn’t changed.

This said, director, Scott Spence
takes this political satire and runs
with it, for a night of total hilarity.
A perfect picture of political back

Local Artist Featured At Tease

Hair + Body

by Susan Shaw
Art gallery or beauty parlor?

If Amata Woodward has her way,
customers won’t be able to tell the dif-
ference.

Woodward, manager of Tease Hair
+ Body Parlor in Lakewood, is using
available wall space to exhibit works
from local artists.

“There are so many talented and
creative people in the Cleveland area
that we thought this would be a won-
derful way to let our clients know about
these artists while supporting the local
art scene, said Woodward.

The whimsical work of Cleveland
artist Meredith Hahn is currently on
exhibit at Tease. All of Hahn’s work on
display features a humorous take on

Guitars For Vets™ Rocks the Screaming Rooster!

by Gary Rice

On Friday, May 18th, the Cleveland
Chapter of Guitars for Vets™ held a toe-
tapping fund raiser at the Screaming
Rooster. Guitars for Vets™ is dedicated
to getting guitars into the hands of
deserving veterans. The program pro-
vides ten free lessons on a loaner guitar.
At the conclusion of that period of time,
and upon graduation from the program,
the veteran will receive a new guitar.
The fundraiser at Lakewood’s beauti-
ful Screaming Rooster provided a raffle
of various items donated to the orga-
nization from numerous community
groups, as well as the opportunity to
make contributions to a worthy cause.

For more information, contact
G4VCleveland@gmail.com.

Parlor

the world of hair.

Hahn’s work was featured at a
special “gallery” opening reception at
Tease on Saturday, May 26.

Tease is located in the heart of
Lakewood, 15112 Detroit Ave.
more information, call the parlor at
216-228-2440.

About Meredith Hahn

A graduate of Kent State, Hahn is
a local emerging artist whose work has
been shown in Tremont, Lakewood and
Cleveland since 2006. Inspired by music,
nature and everyday life, she translates
her experiences into two styles, organic
surrealism as seen in her mother nature
series and pop graphic which can be
seen with her more cartoon-like figures.
Visit http://meredithsink.com/ for more
information.

For

photo by: Gary Rice
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The G4V Cleveland band brings down the house.

photo by: Kathy Sandham

doors is painted with lots of fun stag-
ing choices. The cohesive ensemble
is raunchy, ignorant and slimy...
everything you’d want from a carica-
ture of our country’s people. There is
total commitment on the part of this
ensemble, bringing tons of life to the
stage.

Beck Center favorite, Dan Folino
is unsurprisingly charismatic and
effortless in the title role of Andrew
Jackson. With ease and finesse, he
makes his way through all of the
stages and phases from a child playing
with a cowboy doll (briefly) to young

Dan Folino* as Andrew Jackson in Beck
Center’s production of “Bloody Bloody
Andrew Jackson,” May 25 through July
1, 2012 in the Studio Theater. *Actor
appears courtesy of the Actors’ Equity
Association (AEA).

rebel to a president in over his head.

All of the production elements
shine (aside from some opening night
sound glitches that will get worked
out through the run of the show).
The clever costumes mix graphic tees,
with knickers and leggings with cor-
sets. The set is a perfect combination
of 19th century saloon meets Vegas.
Dressing it up is an impressive live
rock band who takes part in some fun
interactive elements.

So If you like some good, irrever-
ent fun and rock music, check it out!

Tickets are $28 for adults, $25
for seniors (65 and older), and $17 for
students with valid ID. An additional
$3 service fee per ticket is applied at
the time of purchase. Group discounts
are available for parties of 13 or more.
Purchase tickets online at beckcen-
ter.org or call Customer Services at
216.521.2540, ext. 10. Beck Center
is located at 17801 Detroit Avenue
in Lakewood. Free onsite parking is
available.

Beck Center’s production of
Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson is pre-
sented through special arrangement
with Music Theatre International
(MTI) and is sponsored by Cuyahoga
Arts and Culture and the Ohio Arts
Council.

Join the Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Ministerial Musings: “Out Of This World”

Sermon: “Out of This World”

Gospel Lesson: John 17:6-19

Many moons ago, when I worked
at Salem State University, I had a col-
league named Steve who was a Born
Again Christian. Steve took every
opportunity to tell others about his
faith, how he was saved by Jesus, and if
others (namely his colleagues) wanted
to be saved, then they needed to accept
Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and
Savior as well. What he really meant
was that we had to believe exactly the
things that he believed in order to be
part of the club.

It is probably safe to say that we all
know or have met a Steve before: those
who have cornered the market on sal-
vation and will let you in as long as you
believe and say the right things.

The problem with Steve, though, is
that he did not exactly live like a Chris-
tian. Steve was married, but it was well
known that he cheated on his wife with
lots of different women. Without get-
ting into too much detail, Steve used to
boast about other unethical things that
he did. One day I challenged him on this.
I am not a judgmental person, but it felt
hypocritical that this pious Christian
who insisted that everyone else needed
to believe what he believed didn’t exactly
live the Christian life. His words and the
actions clearly didn’t match. It was as
if Steve lived by the mantra do as I say
not as I do. And so I challenged him. I
asked him how he could say that he was
a Christian and was saved when he really
didn’t live a model, pious life.

Steve’s answer floored me. Basi-
cally, he said that he was saved because
of his faith. Therefore, he didn’t have

by Rev. Dr. John Tamiilio Ill, Ph.D.

to worry about anything else. It didn’t
matter what he did in this life. He was
all set. Many argue that John 18:36
defends this attitude. When Jesus was
asked what kind of king he was by
Pontius Pilate, Jesus responded say-
ing, “My kingdom is not of this world.”
Therefore, as followers of Jesus, we are
not of this world either. Our true home
is the kingdom of Heaven, not Earth.
So what we do doesn’t matter. What
matters is that we are saved.

This is part of the reason why
Christians (in some quarters) have
turned their backs on social justice
issues for so long — and some still do.
This world doesn’t matter. We’re not
even really part of it, so it doesn’t mat-
ter what we do. All that matters is what
we believe so that we can we can go to
Heaven when we die.

The Revised Common Lection-
ary Gospel Lesson from a couple weeks
ago (John 17:6-19) seems to suggest the
same thing. In it, Jesus says, “I have
given them your word, and the world
has hated them because they do not
belong to the world, just as I do not
belong to the world.” Jesus is praying
to God on behalf of the disciples and
seems to be saying that it is us ver-
sus them. It is God’s world versus this
other world.

But is that exactly what Jesus is
saying?

Look at the rest of the Gospel nar-
rative. Why would Jesus spend so much
time trying to make people’s lives bet-
ter on Earth if this life didn’t matter?
Why would he heal the sick, and feed

multitudes, and exorcise demons if this
life meant nothing and had nothing to
do with the life that is to come?

That is not the message of the Gos-
pel. Jesus told us to love one another as
he loves us. Jesus said that the kingdom
of God is “at hand,” which is an ancient
Greek expression that means “here in our
midst,” not just right around the corner.

Unfortunately, too many people
(like my old friend Steve) felt dif-
ferently. That is why the Christian
church has exploited the environ-
ment for centuries. It doesn’t matter.
That is why the church often refuses
to get its hands dirty when geno-
cides and holocausts unfold halfway
around the world. It doesn’t matter.
That is why the church still insists on
treating certain people like second
class citizens in our own country:
LGBT folk, racial minorities, the
poor, the disabled, those who cannot
afford health
mented workers. The list goes on, but

insurance, undocu-
the point is the same: it doesn’t mat-
ter. Look upward, not next to you.
That is what matters, not this.

Such thinking is not only theolog-
ically irresponsible; it also contradicts
the Christian message.

I believe that there is a Heaven and
there is an Earth — two separate spheres
of existence. However, I also believe that
the two intersect. Heaven is both the
now and the not yet. It is here and it
is there. It is in our midst and it is just
around the corner. To paraphrase Paul,
what we see now we see only in part, but
one day we will see it all completely.

Adventure Guides’ Car Wash

by Elizabeth O’Brien

Calling all cars! Are you look-
ing to get cleaned up and support the
kids of our community? Then stop
by the Lakewood Family Y on Satur-
day, June 2, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. and the Lake Trail Nation
Y Adventure Guides will give you a
bath. The annual car wash has been
a successful fundraiser for many
years, helping to defray the costs of
Adventure Guides programs. Dona-
tion of $10 is requested. The kids
will be flagging cars down in front
the Lakewood Family Y at 16915
Detroit Avenue, with the wash tak-

ing place on the parking lot behind
the building.

Revolving around the motto
“Friends the Adventure
Guides is a family program encour-
aging parents (or other significant
adults) to give the most important
thing that they can to their children,
their time. The Lakewood Family Y
hosts the Lake Trail Nation Adven-
ture Guides, which is comprised of
nearly 40 families with children aged
5 to 12. Our members include single
and married parents, grandparents,
neighbors, and of course, the kids we
care about! Yearly AG events include

forever,”

SUNDAY JUNE 10th
17:00am TO 3:00pm

Lakewood Seventh-Day
Adventist Church
1382 Arthur Avenue

Lakewood, OH
(behind Taco Bell)

BAESNE

/

tent and cabin camp outs, Pinewood
Derby, Moonrock Bowling, holi-
day parties, hiking and civic events
including Keep Lakewood Beautiful
park clean-up, Chistmas caroling
for seniors, and the Lakewood 4th
of July parade. Lake Trail Nation
Adventure Guides is open to boys
and girls in Lakewood and the
surrounding communities. Y mem-
bership is not required.

The program helps foster a
lifetime of understanding and com-
panionship and to strengthen the
relationships between children and
adult family members. Create great
life-long memories, develop new
friendships, and to have FUN! Con-
tact Mike Orvetz at 216-228-7662 for
more information.

If this is true, then how we behave
here does matter. How we treat others
counts for something. Jesus really does
want us to love others the way he loves
us. Jesus really does want us to treat oth-
ers the way we want to be treated. Jesus
wants us to live here as if we are there. In
the eyes of Christ, there really is no dif-
ference between Heaven and Earth.

It is no wonder why there are so
many people who are turned off by
Christianity claiming that we are noth-
ing but a bunch of hypocrites. We say
one thing, but we do something else. We
profess a faith in the living Christ, but we
behave differently. We act so pious for an
hour on Sunday morning, but the other
167 hours of the week we lie, we cheat, we
slander, we gossip, we spread rumors, we
talk behind people’s backs...not exactly
being Christian if you ask me. We may
not believe what my friend Steve believes,
but our actions suggest something differ-
ent, do they not?

But Jesus shows us another way.
By showing us that Heaven and Earth
intersect, there is little room for bar-
gaining. We have to behave now the
way we would behave in Heaven,
because we are already there. We have
to respond to the cries of the world
rather than turning a deaf ear to them,
because those cries are heard in Heaven
as well as on Earth.

In his book entitled, Why Faith
Matters, Rabbi David Wolpe writes,
“T've often told children the story of a
man who stood before God, his heart
breaking from the pain and injustice
in the world. ‘Dear God,” he cried out,
‘Look at all the suffering, the anguish
and distress in Your world. Why don’t
you send help?” God responded: ‘I did
send help. I sent you.”

God also sent you. God sent you
into the world knowing that he (or she)
was sending you into Heaven as well. We
are to live on Earth as if we are already in
Heaven, because (in a sense) we are. We
are to recreate the realm we expect to one
day inherit fully. We are to believe that
the fate of the world lies in God’s hands,
but we are to act as if it lies in ours. One
theologian put it best: “Without God you
cannot, but without you, God will not.”

Carabel Beauty Salon & Store

Try extreme hair colors without hair damage.

Jet black, platinum, bold blue, go browns orange,
pinks, violet and more. Party Wig prices start $22.00
Go to grad parties, clubs, or casino in style!

Call for appt. or more info

216.226.8616

Your

Feminine
Connection

15309 Madison Avenue * FREE PARKING
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Lakewood Women’s Club
Elects Officers For 2012-13

by Margaret Wetzler

Members of the Lakewood Wom-
en’s Club (LWC) unanimously voted
in the slate of officers presented by the
Nominating Committee at the Annual
Meeting. The incoming Executive
Board includes President Torey Wor-
ron, Vice President Margaret Wetzler,
Secretary Kat Svala, and Treasurer
Mary McKelve. The newly elected
officers were installed, and outgoing
officers and committee chairs were
recognized, at the annual Installation
Dinner on May 16, 2012 at Gatherings
Kitchen.

Mrs. Worron, who has been a
member of LWC since 2002, hopes to
bring her extensive sales and market-
ing experience to bear by focusing on
growing the membership of the club.
“I'm pleased to take on the role of Pres-
ident and serve with these committed
women. I look forward to growing
LWC in the year ahead. We hope that
the Club will expand its reach and
regain some of its past prominence in
the community, and I look forward to
playing a vital role in the process.”

Chairs of standing committees
were also announced at the Annual
Meeting:

Co-Chairs, Annual Pumpkin
Fun Run: Ashley Clements and Mar-
garet Wetzler

Elizabeth Nici, Camille Gill, Kat Svala
and Jillian Driscoll, gathered for the
LWC Installation Dinner.

Incoming President, Torey Worron, and
Leslie Wilton at Gatherings Kitchen for
the LWC Installation Dinner.

Chair, Scholarship Committee:
Leslie Wilton

Corresponding Secretary: Mary
Dodge

Chair, Social Committee: Camille
Gill

Editor of Magpie, LWC’s monthly
newsletter, and Chair, Publicity Com-
mittee: Amy Thacker

Chair, Spring Fundraiser: Eliza-
beth Nici

Founded in 1962, with roots going
back to the early 1900s, Lakewood
Women’s Club (formerly known as
Junior Women’s Club of Lakewood)
has provided, and continues to pro-
vide, a philanthropic organization for
women who are interested in serving
their community and stimulating their
minds while enjoying a program geared
towards fun and friendship. The Club
supports Lakewood through three dis-
tinct programs: an annual scholarship
awarded to a female high school senior
pursuing a higher education; fund-
ing for Project H20 (Help to Others),
a program dedicated to strengthening
and enriching Lakewood by engaging
its youth as community builders; and
support of a Lakewood based non-profit
organization selected by membership
through an application process.

Barton Center Flea
Market — June 9

by Curt Brosky

The Barton Senior Center will
hold a Flea Market on Saturday, June
9 from 9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. Local
vendors will be selling new and used
household items. In addition, Barton
Center’s craft and resale shops will
be open. The Bake Shop will offer
homemade delights and chocolate
covered strawberries. The Snack Bar
will serve lunch from 11 a.m. until 1
p.m. with grilled hotdogs and pizza
and will feature strawberry short-
cake with ice cream. Barton Center
is located on the Ground Floor of
the Westerly Apartments at 14300
Detroit Ave.

Proceeds will be used to fund
the many activities and classes
offered by the nonprofit Barton
Center, including transportation
and instructors for computer and
exercise classes. To find out more

about Ohio’s first senior center, call
the Barton Center office at 216-221-
3400.

‘I love you.
| knit you together
N your mother's

womp.”
— Psalm 139:13
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Cornucopia, Inc. Launches New Vocational Training Program In Strongsville
Darice, Inc. Hosts On-Site Training For Individuals
With Disabilities

by Mary Johnson

Cornucopia, Inc. announces a new
vocational training program with Darice,
Inc. in Strongsville, Ohio. The program
was established to provide individuals
with disabilities warehouse-based expe-
rience in order to develop their skills,
confidence and workplace potential.

Cornucopia, Inc. is a 501(c)3 non-
profit organization and operates Nature’s
Bin, a full service natural and organic
foods marketlocated in Lakewood, Ohio.
Darice, Inc. is a craft industry leader and
parent company of Pat Catan’s.

“We are thrilled about this new
partnership and look forward to further-
ing our relationship with Darice,” stated
Ronda Saleem-Mohammad, vocational
rehabilitation program director at Cor-
nucopia, Inc. “The training program at
Darice is unlike any of our other train-
ing programs and allows trainees to
gain work experience by supporting the
repack team in filling orders.”

The purpose of Cornucopia’s
vocational training programs and job
placement services is to make a dif-
ference for each participant preparing
him or her for the transition to employ-
ment in the community.

“This is a win-win situation for
Darice, stated Marshall Appenzeller,

warehouse supervisor at Darice Repack
Facility. “Trainees work with our vari-
ous craft and jewelry products and
assist in repackaging for resale — good
motor skills and attention to detail is a
must and this program helps to hone in
on those specific skills.”

Cornucopia’s work adjustment

programs last an average of 8-12 weeks
but the duration varies based on the
needs of the individual. Trainees are
paid minimum wage while partici-
pating in Cornucopia’s Programs. All
work adjustment locations are staffed
by full-time, Cornucopia case man-
agers who coordinate the programs

and ensure that trainees are making
progress toward their goals. Train-
ees graduate from the program upon
achieving the majority of their goals.
To learn more about Cornucopia’s
vocational programs and job place-
ment services, visit www.naturesbin.
com/vocational-programs.

Volunteers For Life Program Provides
Funding To Joel’s Place For Children

by Anne Varano

The New York Life Foundation
recently awarded a $1,700 Volunteers for
Life grant to Joel’s Place for Children in
recognition of the volunteer service of a
team of employees from the company’s
office in Lakewood. A team of twenty
participated in New York Life’s Month
of Service event, where they made teddy
bears for the Bay Village nonprofit that
provides grief support services for area
school-aged children who have experi-
enced the death of someone special in
their lives. For more information about
please visit joelsplaceforchildren.org.

“Our team is proud to work with
Joel’s Place for Children,” said Anne
Varano, team leader, New York Life.
“We are committed to making a differ-
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ence in the community by supporting
grieving children and families through
the Volunteers for Life program.”

New York Life’s Volunteers for Life
program recognizes the group efforts of
the company’s employees, retirees and
agents. Qualified teams may apply for a
grant for nonprofit organizations where
they volunteer their time in both short-
and long-term commitments. The

program requires a minimum involve-
ment of five New York Life individuals
who collectively contribute a minimum
of 40 hours of service per calendar year.
About The New York Life Foundation
Inspired by New York Life’s tradition

of service and humanity, The New York
Life Foundation has, since its founding in
1979, provided more than $155 million in
charitable contributions to national and
local nonprofit organizations. Through
its focus on “Nurturing the Children,” the
foundation supports programs that ben-
efit young people, particularly in the areas
of educational enhancement and child-
hood bereavement. The foundation also
encourages and facilitates the community
involvement of employees, agents, and
retirees of New York Life through its Vol-
unteers for Life program. To learn more,
please visit the Foundation’s Web site at
www.newyorklifefoundation.org.

New York Life volunteers pictured standing, left to right: Matt Ward, Lisa Cox, Julie
Tucker, Linda Thobaben, Virginia Coyle, and Cindy Foley. Seated left to right: Al-
lison Woodward, Stacy Geohaghan, Anne Varano and Curtis Hill.

Lakewood Business Wins Award

by Nikki Evans

Business Advisers of Cleve-
land (BAC) honored Joni Nowak of
Lakewood Learning Center during
its annual awards luncheon that took
place Tuesday, May 15, at the Cleveland
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SUMMER
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lion and blue

15106 Detroit Ave.
216-529-2328 ﬂj

Skating Club.

Nowak received the Pinnacle
Award for her successful business. The
Lakewood Learning Center provides
e-learning opportunities for medical
and education professionals to become
certified or re-certified. The proverbial
serial entrepreneur, Nowak received
awards in past years for two other busi-
nesses related to her profession as a
critical care registered nurse. The first
was for publishing a popular children’s
book, Sebastian Breaks for Freedom
and the second was for her business,
Minutes Matter LLC, which provides
training in CPR, AED, First Aid.

Business Advisers of Cleveland has
provided free business consultation
and coaching to entrepreneurs, small
business owners and non-profit orga-
nizations since 1956, in personalized
and confidential sessions in its Cleve-
land, Ohio office and public seminars
throughout Northeast Ohio. More
information is on BACleveland.org.
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Reduce, Reuse, Recycle — Righteous Or Rubbish?

by Chris Perry

Critics say recycling is garbage.
Supporters say it will save the world.
The truth lies much closer to the latter.

Many years ago, before recycling
had become imbedded as part of our
daily consciousness in this country, I
spent time living, working and trav-
eling in developing countries whose
residents, out of necessity, found cre-
ative ways to implement the three R’s
mantra of Reduce, Reuse and Recy-
cle. For many generations, the world’s
poorest citizens have been reusing
more items than you can shake a 50%
post-consumer-product stick at.

Today, for many of us here in
Lakewood, recycling has become a
part of our daily, or at least weekly,
lives. Recycling is the third step in the
Reduce — Reuse — Recycle loop. While
recycling is what we often concentrate
on, it’s really the last resort of conserva-
tion — we want to prioritize reducing
consumption and then reusing items,
and finally resort to putting them out
on the tree lawn to be recycled.

How do we solve the world’s gar-
bage problem? Stop eating? Stop
living? That doesn’t resonate very well.
Short of bringing life as we know it to a
grinding halt, what can all of us do as
individuals to create a collective solu-
tion? Indeed, to ponder waste disposal
is to confront the very limits of our
society. Where does it all go? Many of
us are content to shrug off the details
— as long as it gets picked up on col-
lection day.

Recycling has become a Lakewood
norm and there are many deep-seated
emotions that surround it. It’s an
expectation, a civic duty, almost an
amenity. No one wants to take out the
trash, but if we lose the opportunity
or responsibility to sort through our
discarded cans, cardboard and news-
papers, we feel deprived — and that’s
a good thing. For most of us, recycling
is an article of faith, a moral act. People
generally feel it’s a good thing to do —
a powerful motivator — especially if
they have family that is going to be liv-
ing on this planet after them.

Like here in Lakewood, public
recycling programs have increased
dramatically in recent decades. In
2009, there were 9,875 residential curb-
side recycling programs in the United
States, according to BioCycle maga-
zine, up from 1,042 in 1990. Those
programs provide recycling service to
more than half the U.S. population,
triple the coverage in the early 1990s.
However, that being said, we seemed to
have reached a recycling rate plateau as
a nation.

Nationwide, recycling rates seem
to have leveled off or even dipped.
Over 60 percent of all beverage con-
tainers were recycled in 1996, but that
figure had dropped to just 47 percent
in 2009. Even aluminum cans, the
most lucrative recyclable in the waste
stream, are missing the recycling bag,
with rates down from 65 percent in
1992 to 54 percent in 2008, according
to the Container Recycling Institute.
BioCycle surveys show that overall U.S.

recycling rates — the percentage of
total municipal solid waste that is recy-
cled — has been flat since 2007, with
recycling rates hovering in the mid-30
percent range, according to its Decem-
ber 2010 report.

Critics say such drops and the cur-
rent national plateau are a vindication
of their claim that recycling is rubbish
— a wasteful hobby for feel-good envi-
ronmentalists. But supporters claim
the slowdown is just a hiccup in the
continued trend toward better resource
utilization. Indeed, careful cost-ben-
efit analysis shows that recycling has
become more cost-effective, even when
you factor in that virgin materials con-
tinue to be subsidized on a massive
scale.

Today’s leading economists agree
that robust recycling is entirely sen-
sible from an economic standpoint.
Moreover, they say, it’s a relatively
young business whose systems and
technologies are still emerging. Costs
are dropping and markets are firm-
ing up, making it an increasingly
viable alternative to landfills. Mon-
etarily speaking, 2012 looks to be a
banner year for the recycling market —
demand is up significantly as markets
for recyclables mature and technology
advances for sorting and processing
are coming to fruition. All signs point
to a resurgence of recycling rates on a
national level.

Lakewood has not flat-lined. Here
in the “city of homes,” the upward
momentum keeps rising from 39%
in 2006 to 48% at the end of 2010 of
our total solid waste being recycled
(official 2011 data is still pending certi-
fication). We know that recycling helps
conserve natural resources, and most
Lakewood residents understand that
recycling prevents the need for disposal
of materials that can reenter the manu-
facturing process.

Economic arguments aside, here
in Lakewood, in my interaction with
residents, it is not necessarily the color
of money that motivates one to recy-
cle, but rather the color of the air we
breathe, the color of the water that
frames our northern horizon, the col-
ors of a spring bloom or a brilliant
fall foliage that drives many of the “go
green” devotees. The Reduce — Reuse
— Recycle loop has become part of our
Lakewood DNA structure, yet another
function that links us together. The
community dynamics associated with
waste disposal creates a pivotal snap-
shot of who we really are. Many of
us take pride in what does not go out
“curbside,” and much of what does go
out will be in the form of a bulging
blue bag of recyclables — sustainabil-
ity starts at home.

The question for Lakewood today
is: How do we take it to the next level?
Yes, we are green. We have made sig-
nificant strides by undertaking several
key sustainability initiatives, such as
mandatory recycling, but I think we
can still become a deeper shade of

green. We are so close to entering the
company of select municipalities that
have crossed over the 50% threshold of
its total solid waste being recycled. As
mentioned, we now sit at 48%. There
are 59 municipalities in Cuyahoga
County, and Lakewood has been hover-
ing around 11th and 12th — just inside
the top 20% — of total municipal
solid waste being recycled. Lakewood
finds itself firmly planted at or near
the top of numerous “Best Of” lists,
and that praise is certainly warranted.
What I gauge from Lakewoodites is a
strong desire to top the list of all things
“green” as well.

Many of you deserve a collec-
tive pat on the back for playing a role
in delivering significant gains —
both economic and ecological — to
the City of Lakewood. Since imple-
mented in 2009, mandatory recycling
and automated refuse collection have
both impacted the City’s culture as
they place a greater emphasis on our
individual responsibilities for the
condition of our neighborhoods, and
for the manner in which household
actions impact our City services and
the community’s environment. Plac-
ing refuse carts out to the curb so they
can be collected efficiently, and remov-
ing recyclable materials from the solid
waste stream, will continue to save tax
dollars for the residents and enables
the City to provide sustainable ser-
vices. Recycling preserves our natural
resources and alleviates a great deal of
the high costs associated with end-use
disposal of trash — in 2010 we saved
over $245,000 in disposal fees because
of our high rate of recycling.

Through our clean diesel efforts of
the past three years, Lakewood’s refuse
and recycling fleet has reduced emis-
sions from diesel engines, one of the
most important air quality challenges
facing our region. All of our automated
trucks and many of our bulk-trash and
recycling rear-loader trucks exceed
the requirements of diesel particulate
filtering systems — our emissions sys-
tems and/or retrofits remove over 90%
of particulate matter and reduce carbon
monoxide, toxins and hydrocarbons.
This coupled with our city ordinance
for idle reduction will provide long-
term economic benefits by protecting
the environment and improving the
public health of our residents.

In spite of these achievements,
there is still work to be done to bridge
the gap between awareness and action
by motivating more people to reduce
waste in their homes and workplaces.
All Lakewood households have access
to the same city-provided educational
outreach on curbside recycling, yet our
recycling crews and surveying data
identifies several areas in Lakewood
with curbside recycling participation
rates dramatically below the city-wide
average. Low curbside participation is
defined as no or infrequent set-out of
recyclable materials on collection day.
The average curbside daily recycling

set-out rate city-wide is approximately
75-80 percent, but the participation
rates and amount of materials being
recycled vary considerably across the
city. On some streets, as few as 40
percent of the households set out recy-
cling; on others participation is as high
as 90 percent, if not higher.

Yes, we have made tremendous
progress in reducing the amount of
Lakewood’s solid waste stream. With
continued public input and support,
strategic enthusiastic
staff, and dynamic garbage and recy-

evaluations,

cling systems, Lakewood’s programs
have led to significant progress toward
meaningful recycling and sustainabil-
ity goals. To reach those goals, we will
have to reach deeper into what barriers
may exist that hamper recycling efforts
on a particular street.

Oftentimes it is overlooked that
yard waste is a very significant form of
recycling. After paper and cardboard,
yard debris is the second highest vol-
ume of material recycled in the United
States and a key benefit of this waste
material is that it offers a low carbon
footprint towards its reuse as soil, com-
post or mulch. Yet, waste composition
studies show that yard debris continues
to enter the solid waste stream more
than it should. Efforts to continue the
growth of Lakewood backyard com-
posting and grasscycling will be an
important link in the Reduce — Reuse
— Recycle loop. When you consider
that 30-35% of the average resident’s
garbage is compostable, what we can
eliminate from visiting the curb and
keep contained within our own back-
yards for reuse will have positive
impacts on Lakewood’s waste stream.
Composting is an inexpensive way of
adding nutrients back into the soil to
improve its structure, aeration ability
and water holding capacity, helping to
ensure a bountiful backyard harvest of
fruit and vegetables.

We have seen the amount of our
total solid waste disposal decrease by
3,000 tons annually since 2008 — some
of that is attributable to the increase in
the amount of backyard composting
being done by Lakewood residents,
allowing for a significant amount of
organic material to remain here at
home for personal reuse.

In an effort to increase that num-
ber, the City of Lakewood will be
hosting a Compost Seminar on July 17
at 7 p.m. at the Lakewood Park Women’s
Pavilion. The Cuyahoga County Solid
Waste District will provide residents
with  how-to-compost
and affordable compost bins. After
you attend a 60-minute seminar about
backyard composting, you will have the

instructions

opportunity to purchase a bin for your
home. The District will be offering two
types of compost bins and a kitchen
collection container for sale. You must
register for this seminar, as it is limited
to 100 people. The registration process
has been streamlined this year — please
call Cuyahoga County Solid Waste Dis

continued on page 23
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Some Thoughts On Teacher Appreciation

by Nickie Antonio, State
Representative, Ohio HD 13

At the beginning of May we cel-
ebrated National Teacher Appreciation
Week. The reality is, many teachers face
anything but appreciation in the class-
room. Teachers are forced to deal with
the results of state budget cuts while at
the same time, expected to perform to
perfection with limited resources in
order to meet state mandates.

In Fiscal Year 2013, Ohio’s schools
are facing a budget deficit of over $1.13
billion. The financial outlook becomes
bleaker in Fiscal Year 2014, when the
combined budget deficit reaches over
$1.78 billion. These unprecedented
cuts have led to teacher and staff layoffs
and potential reductions in curriculum

across the state.

School districts have taken mas-
sive hits on Governor Kasich’s watch.
Lakewood City Schools’ projections
for the next two fiscal years are short
by about $13-15 million. If we want to
just get by, the money will have to come
Lawmakers can’t
keep crying wolf about our schools,
saying we have to de-fund them to “fix
them.” Not only does doing so work
against students, families and teach-
ers, but it builds a narrative that public
education is so askew that we should
settle on privatizing tax dollars for

from somewhere.

education without acknowledging the
excellence that also exists in many of
our public schools.

I want to state here that I sup-

Customer Service:
Get Serious People, Really?

by David Skolyak

I work for a grocery chain store,
not the most glamorous job in the
world but it’s work. And work I do.

Besides the normal tasks my job
entails such as checking that all the deli
cases are full, that temperatures are at
the proper settings in the coolers and
freezers, the cleaning and maintenance
of equipment, the unloading and
unpacking of products and, of course,
that safety requirements are all met,
then there is you, the customer.

Most of our customers are wonder-
ful, good-natured peoplewhounderstand
when we might be shorthanded, busy
with other tasks or customers, or even
preoccupied with thoughts of things that
may or may not deal with business. And
most of us as employees strive to make
all customers feel warm and welcome
through smiles or light chat. As human
beings, however, we are all, customer and
worker alike, subject to good moods, bad
moods or no mood at all. Not all of us are
successful every day in leaving our per-
sonal troubles at home. Sometimes we
carry our emotions on our sleeves, which
is a no-no in the service industry, yet we
do. Some days we really enjoy our jobs
and some days we don’t. I would guess
that could be said of anyone who works
atall.

Most days we are so busy we find
it difficult to take our breaks and relax,
though the company I work for makes
sure, through monitoring, that we do
take those much-needed breaks. We usu-
ally leave work with good thoughts of the
day we had, but once in a while - BAM!
We get a customer who treats us rudely
or as if we were nothing more than a pet
dog that can be treated as something
subhuman. Crude people who feel they
can talk to service people any way they
want with disrespect and snobbishness.

Well, I guess they can. There is really
nothing we can do but be subservient and
honor our corporate masters’ wishes. We
have to cater to our boss’s demands as
well as the customer’s. In other words we

get it from top to bottom and sideways.
We have all heard of people in the service
industries that do things of a disturbing
and disgusting nature to aide in relieving
their scorn, things I find too repulsive to
mention. Most of us, though, don’t even
consider those horrific things. We just
grin and bear it and continue on to the
next customer.

We hope we do our jobs well enough
to please any and all customers and that
they will feel welcome and want to return.
We hope that customers leave feeling
good and even happy we served them. Of
course, if any one of us, as servants, do
a bad job it should be mentioned and/or
noted. Conversely, and unfortunately, if
customers are rude or indignant we don’t
dare speak up or take issue because we
might lose their future business.

The whole thing boils down to the
Golden Rule, “Do unto others as you
would have them do unto you!” It is
said that the best customers are those in
the service industries. We understand
both sides of the fence. Yes we, as ser-
vants, are also customers at times. We
have to go to grocery stores, hire cabs,
buy clothes and other products, we have
to hire or rent services, etc. We are you,
the customer. If everyone in the country
worked as hard as we do in the field we
are in then maybe more understanding
could be had about treating service peo-
ple with more respect and courtesy. Next
time you are in line awaiting your turn
to be serviced, watch, look, note what is
going on behind that counter. See what
those people are doing, or how many are
there to help you. During your transac-
tion use words like please, may I?, and
thank-you. Of course, if you feel ignored
or treated discourteously then say some-
thing to someone, but make sure that
your attitude is righteous and polite. Use
diligent patience and be courteous to
your servants as you would have them be
courteous to you. And if you are simply
irate over the cost of products or ser-
vices, it is not the fault of the workers that
prices are what they are. Try not to take it

port Mayor Jackson’s plan as presented
to the Legislature through HB 525. I
participated in many of the planning
meetings in a process nothing short of
amazing. A group of concerned leaders
from the Mayor, school superinten-
dent, business and philanthropy made
room at the table to include teachers
and legislators to refine a plan in hopes
of reinventing the CMSD. I support
the legislation as introduced because
sometimes  exercising leadership
requires taking a risk, and this plan
gives hope to our children and their
future beyond partisan rhetoric.

In this challenging climate other
casualties emerge that give me pause.
Women are disproportionately affected
by education budget cuts as they make

out on someone waiting on you that you
just had a big fight with a family member
or friend. It is not our fault your dog just
bit the postman or your cat clawed you.
And we, as servants, need to remind our-
selves that without you, the customer, we
would not have jobs. All of us have to be
aware of our moods, our emotions, and
most of all that we are all human, and as
such, capable of making mistakes. Saying

up the majority of teachers in our state.
According to the Cleveland Teachers
Union, 63% of those who will lose their
jobs with the Cleveland City Schools
are women. The Department of Edu-
cation states that 85,045 of the total
113,123 teachers in Ohio are women.
De-funding education certainly will
have a negative impact on women and
their families. Not much appreciation
felt here.

Today, as we continue to face eco-
nomic challenges, budget deficits, and
competing requests for funds such as
quality education for all, the public
may begin to place blame and point
to quick fixes. But in the spirit of
National Teacher Appreciation Week,
let’s remember that our teachers are
actually investing in Ohio and our
children. Maybe the state should think
about doing the same.

Note: At the time of publication
HB 525 is still awaiting a vote. The bill
was not brought to a vote prior to the
Summer Reccess for the Ohio House of
Representatives.

things like, ”Please,” “Thank you,” “Your
welcome,” and “May I help you?” go a
long way in life and in shopping.

David Skolyak is pro photogra-
pher, pro musician, pro ballroom dance
instructor, and a writer and lover of
Lakewood.
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Say Goodbye To Hollywood

GREE N HO |

TRUE GRIT

The first thing knocked down was the marquee.
01/30/2011 7; 15PM

The last thing to go was the ticket booth.

They start to shovel out the seats.

photos by Jim 0’Bryan

Follow this QR Code to all of my photos
online, check out the LO galleries.

g o

The last photo taken before destruction.
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Lakewood Making Big Changes For Cyclists

If you’re a regular Detroit Road
commuter (regardless of your means
of travel), you probably noticed a new
obstacle in the road. I am, of course,
referring to the brand-spanking new
yellow bike corral planted in the
street on the block in front of the
Root Cafe. Installed on Friday, May
18th, the corral will hold up to 12
bikes parked safely in the street, in a
space that would only allow for one
car. Julie Hutchinson of the Root
Cafe, during the ribbon-cutting cer-
emony mentioned that she could
not wait for a time when there will
be no cars on the road whatsoever.
No matter how ridiculous that may
seem to you, it’s doable, and in my
mind Lakewood is capable of cre-
ating bike-only boulevards right in
our downtown area.

There are, of course, a few things
to remember when considering the
ongoing safety of transporting our-
selves. The rack is bolted in to the
street, so it isn’t going anywhere. The
orange posts are flexible, and can be
run over by a vehicle. They create a
barrier, but not one that is solid, so be
aware when driving a car, or parking
your bicycle, that you still need to be
conscious of your surroundings.

The city of Lakewood has already

photo by: Julie Hutchinson

by Erika Durham

A crowd gathers for the bike corral’s ribbon cutting.

begun installing more bike racks
throughout the city. They are blue,
inverted U-racks which are marked
by large circular signs with the sil-
houette of a bicycle. In addition to
marking the area to park your bike,
the signs also tell vehicular drivers
that Detroit is a heavily traveled ave-

Lakewood Board Approves New
Teachers' Contract Through 2013-14

continued from page 8

ers for many years. So many students
have benefited from the educational
programs and opportunities offered in
our schools. Unfortunately, the reces-
sion coupled with a decrease in state
funding has forced many districts to
cut programming and personnel. We
wanted to do what we could to mini-
mize those cuts so that current as well
as future students will be afforded the
same opportunities.”

In the 2012-2013 school year,
teachers will be instructing students
two additional days while professional
development will occur on an ongoing
basis throughout the year with periodic

early dismissal of students. Parents will
receive plenty of notice about these
early release times prior to the begin-
ning of the school year.

Patterson noted, "Our primary
goal is to improve student achievement
for all students. The increased school
days next year and the release time
for professional development will help
us implement the new, more rigorous
Common Core standards required by
the State of Ohio."

Later this month, the district will
be re-negotiating contracts with its two
other labor unions, OAPSE 129 and
OAPSE 134, which represent the dis-
trict’s support staff.

A 65-year-old man jumped off the Hilliard Bridge on May 29; he was the 3rd suicide
in Lakewood this month. PLEASE if someone you know is going through tough times,
talk with them. The mobile crisis team for Cuyahoga County has a 24/7 hotline at
216-623-6888. The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline is 1-800-273-TALK.

If you know of someone in immediate danger, call 9-1-1.

nue for cyclists, and to take caution
accordingly.

So what does this big yellow
corral mean for us as cyclists? First
of all, we need to use it. Get our
bikes out and prove to each other,
ourselves, our neighbors, our neigh-
boring communities and cities, that
we are serious about this movement
of cycling. It is a lifestyle; it is not a
fad.

And what does the future look
like? The city as well as many local
businesses have plans to install many
more racks throughout the city, some
of which will be crafted by local arti-
sans, to give a uniqueness to each
space, and to be supportive of all of
the local resources at our fingertips.
Talks of sharrows (lanes painted with
a picture of a bike and double arrows
signifying a shared lane for bikes and

cars) are in the works as the next big
part of the city’s Bike Plan, so it is our
job as cycling citizens to show our
presence as much as possible to prove
the need for such things.

Really what it comes down to
is that no matter how you look at
it, there are some incredibly posi-
tive things happening in Lakewood
for cyclists. I feel an energy about it
that is strong and lasting, and it is so
exciting to be able to share that with
more and more people as time goes
on. I love Lakewood, I love Cleveland,
and there is no better way to experi-
ence life in this region than on a bike.

(That you can park on the street.)
Cool, huh?

Ne
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Quality Painting. That's All We Do!

The westside’s housepainter
for over 35 years!

Interior « Exterior

216-529-0360
www.neubertpainting.com
12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107
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Hand Salute!

by Mark Crnolatas

He had just come home, having
completed a tour of duty in some loca-
tion that did not exist, as far as the
public was concerned. Vietnam was
in the newspapers, on television, the
people protesting the war in ‘Nam, the
political situation was thick with ten-
sion.

He had recently graduated from
Lakewood High School, he knew he was
about to be drafted, so he enlisted in the
United States Air Force. He went though
basic training at Lackland AFB, to tech-
nical school, also at Lackland AFB, then
home for a 30 day leave. His orders were,
at the end of that 30 day leave, to report
to an allied country for further training,
and then more training after that.

The training continued. The first
orders were stamped with a classifica-
tion, and he was ordered to a remote
location. He carried out his duties to the
best of his ability, not only because he
was ordered to, but because it would be
life-saving. Then, fellow “operators” were
assigned elsewhere. He lost touch with
everyone he grew to know, as brothers in
arms know a “love” for each other that
earthly words seem meaningless to utter.

The assignments were carried out
without fanfare, quietly. Thoughts
were constant, of home, family, friends,
moral issues, and he prayed. On this
particular occasion, movement was
seen far off, where there shouldn’t have
been movement. Then other indications
of movement occurred slightly to the
left, and to the right of center, the first
movement.

A finger on the trigger, eyes focused
looking through the cross-hairs at a dis-
tance some 1400+ meters off. Which
movement must be stopped? A quiet
call to some unknown voice, verifying
if the movements should be friend or
foe. Answer: “No friendlies in the area.”
Back to the scope. Again, which tar-
get? Training kicks in, and the thought,
“Help me,” and then with slow deliber-
ate squeeze of the trigger, a fairly quiet
“pop” was heard. Putting the crosshairs
on the left, the cross-hairs on the distant
movement, and again, “pop.”

Several additional movements in
the area. Call for that unknown voice.
Reply, “Air support not available at this
time, will notify you when available.”
Click. A memory of laughing in the
L Room, another memory of a girl in
particular, back to the cross-hairs. Per-
spiration drippinginto hiseyes, clouding
his vision. Muscles tensing, especially
along his neck and back. Pictures of his
mother and father, grandmother and
grandfather, teachers, his car, his street,
football games, pizza and pepsi. A glint

of reflection from the sun on something
shining, moving toward him. Training.
Good training. Refocusing on training.
This time, 1200+ meters, moral issues
creep in, but training takes over.

A prayer, only a few words, but back
to the task. Then a roar comes upon the
location, three F-4 Phantoms diving-
from the clouds, and the area lights up
with flames, tracer fire, and the ground
shook with sounds of blasts from the F-4s.
Pandemonium breaks loose where the
movement was seen. Feeling the heat from
the napalm, almost burning hot, but not
hot enough to cause injury, and the roar of
the F-4s flying away, one tilting his wings
in recognition. Then silence. Total silence,
as though time had stopped.

The movements had ceased. A
scratchy voice came over with direc-
tions to exit the area.

Fast forward. Arrived at Cleveland
Hopkins, in dress blues, family waiting
at the gate.

Tears abounded. He appreciated his
family like never before.

That night, a football game was on,
so driving over to Bunts, a spot opens
up. He parked his car, and proudly wear-
ing his dress blues, spit-shined boots,
beret smartly worn, he approached his
former band director. He was greeted
and asked, “Would you like to play the
Star Spangled Banner on your horn?”
Yes he would. Going back to the car, a
big smile on his face. Taking out his cov-
eted horn from the trunk, he walks back
to the field, climbs a white platform and
thinking of all that had been, played the
song with a tone that rang out across the
stadium. Not one mistake. Every note
precise. At the end, snapping the horn to
the “ready position” as he remembered
from marching band days, seemingly
ages ago, loosening his right hand,
snapping a razor sharp salute to the flag.
Holding it for a few seconds, tears run-
ning down his cheeks. He’s home.

Wait, where is the applause? He
heard applause every football game
before. That silence, that is not sup-
posed to be here. Why the silence? Then
“boos” from the seats. Items thrown at
him, a semi-full can of pop hits him in
the side of the face. What is happening?
There wasn’t any training for this. No
voice to call, why is this happening?

He goes to the car, drives home
wondering how that surreal scene came
about.

Turning on the television, some-
thing he had not seen while over “there,”
people were doing that to many of his
fellow vets, active duty personnel, all
over the country.

Vile names, and signs. He took off
his uniform, which he wore with such

pride, folded it as trained, and put it
away. It was to stay packed away, hidden
along with the memories.

Fast forward again. He sits at his
computer, awake all night thinking of
those times.

Thinking of where his “band of
brothers” might be. Their names would
never be recorded in public. His duties
would never be recognized. That doesn’t
matter.

What seemed to matter most, was
on Memorial Day, when he was a kid,
parades were on every channel, while
only 3 channels nonetheless, parades,
floats, dominated television all day from
the signing on, with the the American
Indian in the test pattern, to the Star-
Spangled Banner at the signing off at
the end of the broadcast day. But today,
nowhere near that amount, yet all the
lives that were lost from his father’s days
in the U.S. Army during World War II
to this very day, over in the mid-east.
Silence at the computer.

Standing up, going onto the front
porch, he snaps that same trained
salute, smartly, index finger touching
his eyebrow, elbow positioned correctly,
holding that salute for a few moments,
and a prayer for those he remembered,
and those he long forgot.

He hears in his distant memory
the command, and he slowly brings his
right hand down to his side where it was
supposed to be, standing at attention.

This time only one tear, but a prayer
along with that one tear.

He sits down and types a little story,
and the day commences.

He opens his trunk, sees that uni-
form, and the exact set of BDU’s he wore
during that event, still folded per regs.
Puts them on, but without rank or col-
lar insignia.

He smiles, slips on his boots, spit-
shined from long ago, gives them a
swipe with a cloth and he decides he’ll
wear that for today. Even if he stays
home, he “knows,” yes, he “knows.”

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle —
Righteous Or Rubbish?

continued from page 19

trict at (216) 443-3731 or visit www.
cuyahogaswd.com to reserve a space for
the Lakewood Compost Seminar.

Whatever your motivation —
economics, the environment or both
— the facts remain that products made
from recycled content, as opposed to
virgin natural resources, prevent the
extraction or removal of more natu-

ral resources from the environment,
require fewer manufacturing processes
and require less electricity to operate
machines and/or natural gas to melt
a material and, most importantly,
decrease the production of greenhouse

gases as less fuel is used to make recy-
cled-content products. As a result, less
carbon dioxide is generated.

Like a shadow that does not per-
mit us to jump over it, but always
moves with us, how we create and
address waste is nature’s answer to
our culture. Many of us have learned
to recycle waste at meaningful levels.
When more of us follow suit, we will
have passed over completely into the
new cultural ecology and a more sus-
tainable Lakewood.

Chris Perry is a Lakewood resident,
and the Unit Manager — Division of Refuse
and Recycling for the City of Lakewood.
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