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great nation requires reflection, as well as observation, to appreciate it.” - Frederick Douglass

Q&A With Mayor Summers

The Future Of Healthcare In Lakewood
by Colin McEwen 
City of Lakewood 
Public Information Officer

What are the hallmarks 
of the proposal?

This is a major invest-
ment in healthcare in our 
community — of more than 
$100 million of private money 
— the magnitude of which we 
have not seen in decades. 

This recommendation 
leverages significant trends 
toward outpatient care. It also 
better aligns service delivery 
with the chronic conditions 
found in our community such 
as diabetes, breathing disorders, 
addiction disorders and mental 
health needs. It preserves reha-
bilitation needs, as well 24-hour, 
7-day emergency services.

This proposal also 
addresses the “affordability” 
aspect of the Affordable Care 
Act by removing very costly, 
vastly underutilized inpatient 
care facilities and replacing 
them with a more up-to-date, 
more energy efficient, and a 
more adaptable facility that 
can be modified to address 
changing healthcare needs.

One often overlooked aspect 
of the proposal is the creation 
of a new, $32 million commu-
nity foundation whose purpose 
would be to support the health 
and welfare of Lakewood’s citi-
zens with what I hope and expect 
would be profound and exciting 
initiatives in the area of popula-
tion health management.

The hospital is being 
demolished? What will 
replace it?

As part of the proposal, 
Cleveland Clinic will construct, 
own and operate an estimated 
$34 million, 62,000-square-foot 
family health center, which will 
include a full-service round-the-
clock emergency department, to 
replace Lakewood Hospital in 
the future. The new facility will 
include primary care and spe-
cialty programs concentrated on 
diabetes, geriatrics and cardiac 
care, among others, in addition 
to radiology and lab services. 
Additional services will be 
determined based on the needs 
of the community.

How will the way we 
receive our healthcare change?

If you’re like most residents 
in Lakewood, you’re not using 
Lakewood Hospital at all. More 
than half of Lakewood resi-
dents use other providers and 
facilities for all their healthcare 

needs. As for those of us who do 
use the hospital, almost all — 94 
percent — do so as outpatients, 
whether for emergency room 
visits, radiology services, reha-
bilitation or follow-up care. All 
of these outpatient services will 
be offered at the new Lakewood 
family health center.

Where will I be taken if I 
call 911?

Our emergency medical 
squads are very quick to arrive 
at your home; nothing about 
this proposal will dimin-
ish that speed. Emergency 
care, overseen by physicians 
remotely in our state-of-
the-art ambulances, begins 
immediately upon our arrival. 

We will still have an emer-
gency room in Lakewood. The 
majority of our emergency medi-
cal needs will still be served 
in Lakewood. Even today, our 
residents are transported to dif-
ferent hospitals depending on the 
nature of care required.

If your needs are appro-
priate for admittance to a 
hospital, several options are 
available and close. Fairview 
Hospital is located 3.3 miles 
away; MetroHealth Medi-
cal Center is 7 miles away; 

continued on page 4

Spring Sale At 
Nicholson House
by Heidi Murray

Lakewood Historical Soci-
ety is excited to announce the 
Tabletops & Trifles Sale at the 
Nicholson House at 13335 Detroit 
Avenue, on Friday, April 10th, 1-7 
p.m., and Saturday, April 11th, 
10 a.m.- 3 p.m. A fine selection 
of everything exquisite will be 
artfully displayed for your shop-
ping pleasure, including crystal, 
china, silver, jewelry, linen and 
many more decorative items.

Love Downton Abbey and 
all the elegance of eras past? 
Now is your chance to bedeck 
your manor with the finest 
things. Whether you are enter-

Grant & Roosevelt 
Groundbreakings Set

Resurfacing Of Madison 
Avenue Begins
by Colin McEwen

The design is ready, and the 
bids are finished. Preconstruc-

tion meetings are completed. 
And, winter is officially over.

The multi-million-dollar 
resurfacing project on Madi-
son Avenue has begun. The 
traffic signalization project is 
already underway.

The selected contrac-
tor, Shelly Construction, is 
expected to begin removing 
the existing pavement near 
Riverside Drive, and work 
east. The 2.6-mile resurfacing 
project will take place in three 
phases; the contractor will fin-
ish each phase before moving 
on to the next one.

continued on page 9

by Christine Gordillo
Demolition of the Roo-

sevelt Elementary building 
has been completed and soon 
demolition will be finished 
at Grant Elementary as well. 
Official groundbreaking cere-
monies have been scheduled for 
each site. Please join Lakewood 
City Schools Superintendent 
Patterson and the Lakewood 

Board of Education for ceremo-
nies at the following times:

Grant Groundbreaking: 
Tuesday, April 21, 4 pm

Roosevelt Groundbreak-
ing: Thursday, April 23, 4 pm

District officials look 
forward to including the com-
munity in these historic and 
exciting moments! Events will 
take place rain or shine.

Old House Fair 2015

Attention All Homeowners And Renters!
by Allison Urbanek

The Lakewood Old House 
Fair will be held on Saturday, 
April 18th from 10am-3pm at 
Harding Middle School. This 
free event will provide folks 
with the opportunity to speak 

with contractors about home 
improvement and repair proj-
ects that you are planning for 
the warmer months. Contrac-
tors are available to answer 
questions about do-self or 
contracted repairs to make 

sure that you are on the right 
track with your projects.

There will also be three 
informational workshops held 
throughout the fair. The topics 
and schedule are below:

Property Value 101: 

Impact of Repairing & Reno-
vating Your Home from 11 
a.m.-12 p.m.

This workshop will be 
led by William J. Gaydos, 
SRA, from William J. Gaydos 
& Assoc., LLC. The work-
shop will focus on educating 
homeowners on what prop-
erty value actually is, how 
numbers are calculated and 
insight into home repairs 
that create and improve 
value. This is a workshop 
that can’t be missed! continued on page 7

Everything You Need to 
Know About Energy Audits 
from 12:15-1:15 p.m.

taining or treating yourself, we 
have something for all bud-
gets. From candlesticks, silver 
trays, tea services and lamps to 
handkerchiefs, perfume bot-
tles and jewelry.

Parking is available at St. 
Ed’s across the street. Tabletops 
and Trifles is a prelude to the 
annual Sale on the Grounds, 
which occurs on the first Sat-
urday and Sunday in May.

All proceeds from this 
sale benefit the programs and 
properties of the Lakewood 
Historical Society. Come 
shop—you’re sure to find an 
exquisite piece—or even many!

More Coverage Of The Lakewood Hospital Deal...
on pages 15 and 16, including thoughts from Lakewood 

Observer’s Jared Denman who has been following the developments 
since before the announcement of the proposed deal. There are also 
some great conversations being had on the Observation Deck. Real 
conversations, real facts, real opinions! Lakewoodites having great 
conversations for over 10 years! Join us today, your voice is every bit 
important as your neighbor’s. Together we build a community and 
make it better for all. http://lakewoodobserver.com/forum

Mayor Michael P. Summers.



Page 2 The Lakewood Observer Volume 11, Issue 7 March 31, 2015

 Celebrating Over 10 Years of Community Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com 

Lakewood Observer

Published biweekly with a current circulation of 10,000+ copies. The paper is made 
available free of charge and can be found at over 130 business locations within the City 
of Lakewood and on our website. The views and opinions expressed in this publication do 
not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the publisher and staff. Copyright 2014 • 
The Lakewood Observer, Inc. All rights reserved. Any reproduction is forbidden without 
written permission. 

The mission of the Lakewood Observer is to attract, articulate, and amplify civic 

intelligence and community good will in the city of Lakewood and beyond.

Become an Observer!
 As a product of citizen journalism, The Lakewood Observer is looking for people, ages 3-100, 
to get involved in the paper and the city. We are looking for volunteer writers, photographers, 

designers, and illustrators to help with the production of the paper. It does not matter if you are 
a professional or amateur, our editorial staff will be glad to help you through the process.

 Register to our website Member Center where you can submit stories, press releases, letters to the 
editor, photos. No need to register to post online calendar or classified ads.

 Upcoming Submission Deadline Publish Date
 Sunday, April 5, 2015 Tuesday, April 14, 2015
 Sunday, April 19, 2015 Tuesday, April 28, 2015

www.lakewoodobserver.com – 216.712.7070
14900 Detroit Avenue, Suite 205, Lakewood, OH 44107

The Lakewood Observer 
is powered by AGS’s:

Your Independent Source for Lakewood News & Opinion

ADVISORY BOARD - Kenneth Warren, Steve Davis, Heidi Hilty, Dan Ott, 
Jeff Endress, Steve Ott, Vince Frantz, Margaret Brinich, Betsy Voinovich

EDITORIAL BOARD - Thealexa Becker, Nicole Boose, Margaret Brinich, 
Vincent O’Keefe, Heather Ramsey, Casey Ryan, Betsy Voinovich, Kenneth Warren

WEBMASTERS - Jim DeVito, Dan Ott  

PHOTOGRAPHY - Marge Foley, Christine Gordillo, Jim O’Bryan, Meg Ostrowski, 
and Sarah Rohland.

ILLUSTRATIONS - Rob Masek

PRODUCTION - A Graphic Solution, Inc.

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS - State Rep. Nickie Antonio, Annie Bartos, Christopher Bindel, 

Ken Brand, Molly Burke, Mike Deneen, Jared Denman, Tom Fahey, Marge Foley, 

Christine Gordillo, Brandon Greg, Eric Knapp, Buzzy Kompier, Mi’lon Martin, 

Colin McEwen, Ava Molinski, Heidi Murray, Meg Ostrowski, John Palmer, Jeff Patterson, 

Sarah Rohland, Mark Rollenhagen, Elaine Rosenberger, Brian sifter, Jeff Snyder, Bob Soltis, 

Fran Storch, Reka Sundem, Michelle Mehaffey Taylor, and Allison Urbanek.

 PUBLISHER EDITOR IN CHIEF ASSOCIATE EDITOR ADVERTISING
 Jim O’Bryan Margaret Brinich  Betsy Voinovich Maggie Fraley
    LO.adsales@gmailcom 

14701 Detroit Avenue #750 • Lakewood, OH 44107
www.theDelevaGroup.com/LO.html

John DeLeva - Sr. Loan Officer

John@theDelevaGroup.com

FHA • VA • CONVENTIONAL • USDA
203K HOME IMPROVEMENT SPECIALISTS

CREDIT CHALLENGES ARE WELCOME...
WE BELIEVE PASSIONATELY 

IN THE AMERICAN DREAM OF 
HOMEOWNERSHIP!!

Call Us and We Will Prove It.

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.

NMLS# (Branch) 265051
NMLS # (LOAN OFFICER) 250474
Ohio License # (Loan Officer) 029367.00

theDeLevagroup
“DOING GOOD THINGS FOR GOOD PEOPLE”

The OTHER LENDER in DOWNTOWN LAKEWOOD

When others say NO... 
WE SAY YES!

First time home buyers 
look no further. 

We offer Ohio Housing Finance Agency 
(OFHA) first time buyer programs.

A leading Mortgage Banker for Over 30 years...

216.228.UOWN(8696) 
Enter Code #222

PURCHASE, REFINANCE, RENOVATE

Easter Bunny Hops In To Visit At 
O’Neill Healthcare Lakewood

On March 28th, O’Neill Healthcare Lakewood invited families and residents to enjoy 
an Easter celebration! It was a sea of colors as kids quickly made their way through 
the room and put beautiful plastic eggs full of treats in their baskets while residents 
watched smiling. Residents observed, reminiscing about their Easter memories or 
sharing stories of when their loved ones were young. Everyone had a chance to visit 
with the Easter Bunny himself as he worked his way through the buildings paying a 
visit to residents and all our guests. A great time was had by all!
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by Colin McEwen

City of Lakewood Public 

Information Officer
For the 38th year, the Arbor Day 

Foundation has named the city of 
Lakewood a "Tree City USA" to honor 
the city’s “commitment to effective 
urban forest management.” 

The Arbor Day Foundation — in 

cooperation with the National Associ-
ation of State Foresters and the USDA 
Forest Service — sponsors the Tree 
City USA program.

“Trees clean the air, shade our 
homes, reduce energy costs, beautify 
our neighborhoods, improve storm 
water management and increase prop-
erty values,” said Mayor Michael 

Lakewood Continues Tree City USA Tradition
Summers.

A long-standing Tree City USA 
award recipient in Northeast Ohio, 
Lakewood has consistently met the 
national standards required for the 
prestigious award.

The four standards of a Tree City 
USA include:

A Tree Board or Department: 
Someone must be legally respon-
sible for the care and management of 
the community’s trees. This may be a 
volunteer tree board, a forestry depart-
ment, or a professional forester or 
arborist.

    A Tree Care Ordinance: The 
tree ordinance must designate the 
establishment of a tree board or for-
estry department and give this body 
the responsibility for writing and 
implementing an annual community 
forestry work plan. 

A Community Forestry Program 
with an annual budget of at least $2 per 
capita.

An Arbor Day Observance and 
Proclamation will take place this year, 
at a time/date to be determined.

According to the National Arbor 
Foundation, meeting the four stan-
dards for becoming a Tree City USA 
“tells visitors that here is a community 
that cares about its environment, and is 
also an indication to prospective busi-
nesses that the quality of life may be 

better in that community.”
Among the city’s goals is to 

increase the tree canopy by 10 percent, 
to 38.5 percent by the year 2035.

The city’s forestry department 
and Lakewood Tree Task Force have 
developed a comprehensive strategy to 
improve the tree canopy and add diver-
sity to the variety of species around the 
city.

In just two years, the organiza-
tion has already helped plant dozens 
of trees at Madison and Lakewood 
parks, presented 19 recommendations 
to Lakewood City Council support-
ing tree legislation and worked with 
the city’s forestry department to plant 
nearly 600 trees around Lakewood.

The city’s strategy also includes 
an effort to prepare the city for climate 
change, add diversity to the urban for-
est, withstand pest infestations and 
storms, and add in trees with more 
fall colors. More trees also means less 
storm water runoff.

“Everyone benefits when elected 
officials, volunteers and committed 
citizens in communities like Lakewood 
make smart investments in urban for-
ests,” said Matt Harris, chief executive 
of the Arbor Day Foundation. “Trees 
bring shade to our homes and beauty 
to our neighborhoods, along with 
numerous economic, social and envi-
ronmental benefits.”
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West End Tavern presents:

18514 Detroit Avenue, 
Lakewood, OH  44107
phone: 216-521-7684 

fax: 216-521-9518 

“Sunday Brunch”
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

A 20-Year Lakewood Tradition
Eggs Benedict • Eggs Sardoux • 

Stuffed French Toast • Pot Roast Hash
Omelets • Fritatas • and more!

featuring our famous
"Mega Mimosas"

“Saturday
Bloody Mary Bar”

Create Your Own - 11 a.m.

Serving Breakfast/Lunch
featuring our famous 

Gourmet Meatloaf Stack and 
Savory Pot Roast

Voted Best Hamburger 
On The Northcoast!

PICKLE

PICKLE

Buy one sandwich,  
get a second sandwich  

half off!
Every Monday.

BOGO 
Mondays! 

 Yep!

clevelandpickle.com : @ctownpickle  : clevelandpickle
216-521-5555 • 17100 Detroit Ave.

sandwich shop

2015_0312_MondayBoGoLakewoodObserver.indd   1 3/12/15   9:59 PM

City News

Ohio Association Of Career Colleges And 
Schools Offering Scholarships
by Nickie Antonio

More than 220 scholarship oppor-
tunities with over $1 million dollars 
available

The Ohio Association of Career 
Colleges and Schools is offering over 
220 different scholarship opportunities 
for the Ohio graduating class of 2015. 
These scholarships cover a variety of 
students for post secondary education 
in accounting, nursing, technology 
and many other diverse fields of inter-
est. Recipients of the scholarship will 
receive the amount allocated over 
the length of their program, and the 
scholarship is non-transferable. The 
scholarship funds may be used for 
tuition, processing fees, books, lab 
charges and student activity fees. The 
recipients will be notified no later than 
May 8, 2015. 

Any graduating student from an 
Ohio high school is eligible. An appli-
cant must have a “C” or higher average 
and does not need to demonstrate 
financial need. Each applicant is eligible 
to apply for three different scholarships; 
however they must fill out a separate 
application for each one. The prospec-
tive applicant must also be starting their 
time at an institution of higher learning 
the summer or fall term after their high 
school graduation.

To apply, a prospective recipient 
must choose a scholarship application 
and obtain the required signatures. A 
student must also provide two letters of 
recommendation from teachers, coun-
selors, or employers, as well as a written 
statement of approximately 250 words 
explaining why he or she has chosen 
the prospective career path and why 
they will be successful in that field. The 
statement can be handwritten or typed, 
but must be on standard 8 ½” X 11” 
paper, and include the name, address, 
phone number, and high school name 
in the upper left-hand corner.

Each applicant must also be rec-
ommended by a sitting member of the 

Ohio state legislature, which can be 
accomplished by completing the leg-
islative nomination form along with a 
short note asking for the Ohio Repre-
sentative or Senator’s nomination. A 
note including why the candidate wants 
the scholarship is sure to increase one’s 
chances of receiving the nomination.

Candidates may send the legislative 
nomination form by email, fax, or U.S. 
Mail. This form should be returned to 

the candidate for submission with the 
application. The application deadline 
is April 10th, 2015.

 All applications must be mailed to:
Ohio Association of Career Col-

leges and Schools
PO Box 163723
Columbus, OH 43216
You can also reach them by:
Phone: 614-487-8180
Fax: 614-487-8190

The March 2, 2015 Council meet-
ing was called to order at 7:36 P.M. by 
Council President and Ward IV Coun-
cilwoman Mary Louise Madigan. The 
first order of business was to excuse 
the absents of Councilman Ryan Now-
lin (At-Large) who was absent due 
to the birth of his daughter. Council 
approved his absence.

Councilman Shawn Juris (Ward 
III) then asked Council to pass a res-
olution recognizing the St. Edward 
football team for winning the State 
Championship in December. It was 
the second time in four years they had 
done so.

Council gladly passed the resolu-
tion.

Next Councilmen Tom Bullock 
(At Large) and David Anderson (Ward 
I) asked Council to join them in Recog-
nizing Scott Duennes and Cornucopia/
Nature's Bin for 30 years of service. 
Mr. Duennes has been managing the 
Nature's Bin grocery store and train-
ing center for the last 30 years and has 
made it into the Lakewood institution 
it is today. Upon his retirement Coun-
cil is presenting him with a resolution 
highlighting his accomplishments.

Council passed the resolution and 
congratulated Mr. Duennes on his 
retirement.

Police Chief Malley then notified 
Council that the City was awarded an 
$8,000 grant from the Edward Byrne 
Memorial Grant through the Federal 
Bureau of Justice Assistance and the 
Ohio Justice Services Office. The grant 
it used to pay for overtime hours to 
operate a Special Assignment Car in 
the months of April through Septem-
ber. The Special Assignment Car is 
used to patrol parks on nightly basis.

In order to accept the grant the 
City is required to match funds of 
$888.89. Chief Malley asked Council to 
pass a resolution allowing the Mayor to 
approve of the deal. They did so.

Next Director of Planning and 
Development, Dru Siley, asked Council 
to send an ordinance to the Planning 
Commission in regard to the rezoning 
of a 25ft. X 60 ft. section of land that 
falls between a single family residence 
on Lake and an apartment building on 
Clifton. Because both properties are 
owned by the same person there are 
no issues between the properties, how-
ever in order for the owner to use the 
land the way he needs the zoning of the 
property in question to be changed.

Council referred the ordinance to 
the Planning Commission.

Director Siley then asked Coun-
cil to refer another ordinance to the 
Planning Commission, this time mak-
ing adjustments to the Zoning Code. 
A member of the Board of Zoning 
Appeals, Kyle Krewson, statistically 
analyzed the requests that the Board 
received over two years and found 
that 31% fell in 2 categories, garage 
height and side yard set back for cen-
tral air condensers. Of that 31% the 
Board granted nearly all of the request 
for variances. The ordinance makes 

some slight adjustments to the cur-
rent code which will allow for those 
most common requests that are likely 
to be approved. This will make the City 
more efficient and save residents time, 
hassle, and money according to Krew-
son.

Council referred the matter to the 
Planning Commission.

Director Siley asked Council to 
then consider an ordinance that was 
coming from the Planning Commis-
sion. The ordinance makes updates 
to the outdoor dining portion of the 
Zoning Code. The two main changes 
included are allowing for non-dining 
establishments, such as bars, to oper-
ate a patio, and to allow establishments 
whose outdoor dining occurs on pri-
vate property, to remain open year 

round.
Council referred the ordinance to 

the Committee of the Whole for con-
sideration.

Next Law Director Kevin Butler 
asked Council to consider a resolution 
which would allow the City to change 
the process for some 2015 capital 
projects. Traditionally projects are 
designed by a firm then the work to 
build that project is put out for bids, 
and once the contractor is selected the 
project can begin. This process can be 
slow and cumbersome, and makes it 
difficult when unforeseen issues arise 
which make it impossible to stick to 
the original design. Director Butler is 
recommending Lakewood try a new 
system in which the City accepts bids 
for a single company to both design and 

City Considers New Way To Bid Projects
by Christopher Bindel build projects. This could help things 

move faster and run more smoothly as 
the company will be able to more easily 
adjust plans to the unforeseen.

Council decided to refer the reso-
lution to the Public Works Committee 
for consideration.

Fire Chief Gilman then asked 
Council to pass a resolution proclaim-
ing the week of March 29 – April 4 
Severe Weather Awareness Week. The 
week provides a chance for the City to 
help educate citizens about the threat 
of severe weather, hold tornado drills, 
and test the City's Emergency Alert 
System.

Council passed the resolution.
With no further business, Coun-

cil President Madigan adjourned the 
meeting at 8:44 P.M.
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Best Brunch In Town!
Saturdays at 11am & Sunday 9:30am - 

Mondays - Buy One, Get One - Black Angus Burgers
Wednesdays - Try our $5 Menu!

Book your 
fundraisers and 
special events

With Us!

"Live Polka Music, 
Dancing, 

& Polish Food"

18515 Detroit Avenue • Lakewood, OH
216.221.3500 • georgetownrestaurant.net

HAPPY HOUR
Monday - Saturday  4-7PM

Best Happy Hour - Voted Five Out of Five Olives!

 
Easter Sunday  
Bunny Brunch

Sunday, April 5
10:00am-1:30pm

Easter Egg Hunt

The easter bunny will be available  
for photos throughout the brunch.

Call for reservations.

Lutheran Hospital is 5 miles away; and 
the Cleveland Clinic main campus is 
within 12 miles.

What is the relationship between 
the city of Lakewood, the Lakewood 
Hospital Association, the Cleveland 
Clinic, and the Lakewood Hospital 
Foundation?

For 18 years, the Cleveland 
Clinic has partnered with the city of 
Lakewood to run Lakewood Hospi-
tal. The city, which owns the land and 
the building we know as the hospital, 
formally leases it to the Lakewood Hos-
pital Association (“LHA”), a non-profit 
corporation organized for the chari-
table purpose of operating the hospital 
and its related health care services. 

Under a 1996 agreement approved 
by the city government, LHA in turn 
relies on the Cleveland Clinic to man-
age Lakewood Hospital under the 
direction of the LHA governing board 
until the lease ends in 2026. This is 
quite unlike the relationship the Cleve-
land Clinic has with the seven other 
community hospitals the Clinic owns.

The Lakewood Hospital Founda-
tion is a separate non-profit entity that, 
like many foundations providing philan-
thropic support to hospitals, does so for the 
benefit of Lakewood Hospital and health-
care in Lakewood. Its funds are completely 
separate from the city of Lakewood and the 
Lakewood Hospital Association.

Why are you involved in this pro-
cess? 

By virtue of my office as mayor, I am 
also a member of the governing board of 
the Lakewood Hospital Association — 
as have been my predecessors, Mayors 
Sinagra, Harbarger, Cain, George and 
FitzGerald. Our service to the board is 
required by the lease agreements nego-
tiated and approved by the city in 1987 
and again 1996, each authorized under 
our city charter. Our duty as mayors has 
been to serve and protect Lakewood’s 
citizens both near- and long-term, and 
as hospital board members, we have 
executed that same duty.

Doesn’t the city own the hospital?
The city owns the land and the 

building only. The city does not oper-
ate the hospital. The hospital is not a 
government entity. It became con-
trolled by a private corporation by a 

continued from page 1

Mayor Summers On The Future Of Healthcare In Lakewood
vote of Lakewood citizens in 1985 and 
pursuant to the city’s subsequent lease 
agreements with the Lakewood Hospi-
tal Association in 1987 and 1996.

In 1987, city council approved an 
agreement resulting in the lease of all 
real and personal property of the hos-
pital to LHA. The hospital was operated 
by LHA in partnership with another 
health system until 1996. In 1996, the 
lease was amended when LHA aligned 
with the Cleveland Clinic health system. 

The only parties to the 1987 and 
1996 lease agreements are the city of 
Lakewood and the LHA. While the city 
holds title to the buildings and the prop-
erty, no city funds are used for operations 
or investments to the hospital.

What are the required services 
under the existing lease and have they 
been provided? 

The required healthcare services 
that the current lease obligates the LHA 
and Cleveland Clinic to provide to our 
citizens are obstetrical/gynecological 
services, a 24-hour-a-day emergency 
room, and intensive care and acute-
care medical/surgical services. These 
services are still being provided.

Since the current lease was 
signed in 1996, the city government 
has approved changes to the original 
required services over the years, most 
recently in 2010. As a result, rescue 
and paramedic services are now pro-
vided by the city’s Division of Fire, and 
the hospital is no longer a center for 
trauma and inpatient pediatric care.

The current lease with the Cleveland 
Clinic runs through 2026. Why don’t the 
Lakewood Hospital board members just 
let the lease expire in 2026? 

The board members always under-
stood letting the lease run out as an 
option, but grew to realize it is the 
worst option. The current model of 
healthcare delivery cannot survive in 
Lakewood through 2026. The existence 
of the lease provides us leverage now to 
use it as a tool to negotiate and gain 
more for Lakewood’s citizens.

Over time, the board has come to 
understand that the hospital’s inpatient 
volumes will continue to decline and 
operating losses will continue to accel-
erate in excess of income, well before 
the lease expires. Because the Lakewood 
Hospital Association owns and operates 

the hospital, the existing $50 million 
that LHA has in cash on hand will be 
used to fund these losses. The board 
members estimate that the $50 mil-
lion in cash will be gone in three to 
five years. Capital expenses necessary 
to keep the hospital functional will be 
unable to be paid and the hospital may 
be forced to close. At the end of 2026 or 
sooner, the city will have a large obso-
lete structure — the hospital building 
— that could cost the taxpayers tens 
of millions of dollars to demolish. The 
Lakewood Hospital Association will 
have exhausted any money that might 
have been used to create a wellness 
foundation or to invest otherwise in our 
citizens’ healthcare needs.

The Lakewood Hospital Asso-
ciation came to understand that the 
Cleveland Clinic would not renew its 
participation in the inpatient model in 
Lakewood at the end of the lease term. 
It also became apparent that no one 
else would be interested in investing 
in inpatient healthcare in Lakewood. 
(Given the chance to submit proposals, 
no other systems have offered to step 
in and run the inpatient hospital now.)

Is this current proposal a binding 
agreement?

The proposal I’ve been discussing 
is in the form of a letter of intent signed 
by three parties: the Cleveland Clinic, 
the Lakewood Hospital Association 
and the Lakewood Hospital Founda-
tion. It is not binding on the city of 
Lakewood. City council and I are treat-
ing it as a proposal, subject to further 
negotiations and changes.

Several hours-long community 
meetings have thus far been hosted by 
the Lakewood Hospital Association, and 
city council is continuing through its 
own rigorous schedule of public meet-
ings on the subject of the hospital and 
healthcare in Lakewood. All meetings 
have been well attended by members of 
the public. Every public forum of the 
hospital association and every meeting of 
city council has been and will continue 
to be announced in advance on the city’s 
website, www.onelakewood.com. No 
decisions will be made without members 
of the public having a chance to view city 
council’s deliberations and weigh in.

What are the current financial 
trends of the Lakewood Hospital 

Association? Why are we making this 
decision today? Why not wait two or 
three years?

Outpatient trends that are unfa-
vorable to Lakewood Hospital will have 
accelerated in two or three years. Com-
petitive investments elsewhere (for 
example, at St. John Medical Center and 
the Cleveland Clinic Avon Hospital now 
being built) have and will have hastened 
the loss of patients at Lakewood Hospital. 
As volumes decline, service quality will 
put at risk and patient confidence will 
diminish. I submit that patients would 
not willingly go to a hospital where there 
are hardly any other patients. Regula-
tory pressures — the shift to prevention 
and early detection — and these market-
driven financial pressures will make the 
current inpatient hospital model unsus-
tainable in Lakewood.

We’re taking a proactive approach 
to save the balance sheet of the Lakewood 
Hospital Association in order to invest 
in the new outpatient model. There’s no 
way to cut costs further. By acting now, 
we use the leverage of the lease agree-
ment to our citizens’ advantage.

What is outdated about the cur-
rent model of healthcare delivery?

There are several factors in my 
view: The technological changes affect-
ing how healthcare can and will be 
delivered are dramatic. Procedures for-
mally requiring lengthy hospital stays 
are now performed in doctor’s offices 
and at outpatient clinics; regulations 
have required a shift to preventative 
care; and there is an urgent need to 
lower healthcare costs which have been 
shifted to the household level and this 
shift has had a devastating impact on 
middle-class households. The bot-
tom line: our healthcare needs have 
changed, as has healthcare delivery. 
Today, chronic diseases such as dia-
betes, pulmonary disorders, chemical 
addictions and mental health are key 
contributors to poor health. These 
types of chronic diseases are no longer 
treated with inpatient medical care.

If inpatient care isn’t a part of the 
future, then why are the Cleveland 
Clinic and other healthcare providers 
building new facilities?

I can’t speak for the Clinic, but 
it’s my understanding that the Clinic 
views itself as under-serving the Lorain 
County market and points west, mer-
iting the construction of a smaller 
inpatient hospital in Avon necessary 
for the system to compete. University 
Hospitals’ $100 million investment 
in St John Medical Center in West-
lake — as well as other strategic moves 
among the competing systems — have 
significantly changed the competitive 
landscape west of Lakewood.

Unfortunately, an unintended con-
sequence of these moves is the loss of 
a good deal of Lakewood Hospital’s 
patient volume. In 2017, Lakewood Hos-
pital expects to lose an additional 10 
percent of its volume because of these 
competitive moves by the two big health-
care systems in Northeastern Ohio. That 
would be devastating to our hospital.

continued on next page
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This process appears to lack 
transparency. Why weren’t residents 
told sooner?

In 1985, Lakewood citizens voted to 
shift the ownership structure from a pub-
lic hospital to a private, non-profit model. 
Even then, the citizens and the LHA board 
understood that the increasing complex-
ity of healthcare required thoughtful and 
confidential strategic discussions, analysis 
and consideration. Lakewood Hospital 
is not a public hospital, and no tax dol-
lars are used to support the Lakewood 
Hospital strategic process. There are 
three elected officials (two members of 
Lakewood City Council and me) out of 
23 board members who oversee the hospi-
tal. Many board members are Lakewood 
residents and all are passionate about our 
citizens’ healthcare needs.

Strategic considerations were wide-
ranging, including the review of who 
would be the best long-term clinical 
partner. These considerations are sen-
sitive and confidential, and must be so 
in order to work through the viability of 
each option. The consideration of pos-
sibilities that ultimately were proven not 
viable would have fueled rumor, confu-
sion, anxiety, misunderstanding and 
disruption at the hospital. This would 
clearly have had a negative impact on 

quality of care and even accelerated 
already negative patient-volume trends.

In essence, the board members saw 
that our duties were to identify the prob-
lems facing the hospital and propose a 
solution. We went through a two-year 
process of analyzing and evaluating the 
best option and best viable partner. We 
then unanimously voted to approve the 
letter of intent, which outlined what 
we felt was the best option, at our LHA 
board meeting on Jan. 14, 2015. The 
employees of the hospital were informed 
of this decision nine hours later at 8 a.m. 
Jan. 15, and the citizens were notified an 
hour later at a press conference, followed 
by press releases and social media. 

As a hospital trustee and as Lake-
wood’s mayor, I always understood 
there would and should be a public 
discussion of these issues. I believed 
this discussion would be best served by 
having a proposed solution as well as 
identification of all the challenges facing 
Lakewood Hospital. We are in the midst 
of this public discussion now, with both 
the LHA board and city council playing 
an active role in leading it.

What will happen to those 
employed at Lakewood Hospital?

There are about 1,000 people 
employed at Lakewood Hospital. Under 
the proposed plan, they will all have 

jobs within the Cleveland Clinic sys-
tem. However, those employees will 
first be needed at the current facil-
ity while the hospital remains open. If 
jobs are affected during the course of 
the transition to the Lakewood family 
health center, the Cleveland Clinic has 
the capacity throughout its enterprise 
to provide every Lakewood Hospi-
tal caregiver who wants a job with an 
opportunity to work in its health system 
or with one of its partner organizations.

What is the city doing to ensure 
that it’s getting the best deal possible? 

The city government has hired 
outside legal counsel to conduct due 
diligence, review historical information 
and represent the city’s interests in any 
future negotiations, and is considering 
hiring other experts for assistance.

What will be the economic 
impact to the city when the hospital 
closes? How will the city make up the 

continued from previous page

Q&A With Mayor Summers On The Future Of Healthcare In Lakewood
loss of rent and payroll taxes?

The hospital-related revenues to the 
city represent approximately 4 percent of 
the city’s general fund budget — or 1.6 
percent of the city’s total budget. That is 
not an insurmountable loss to make up. 
The significant cash resources generated 
by this deal will delay any negative impact 
to the city by five years or more. This pro-
posal also provides time to replace these 
lost revenues. In addition, this investment 
— with more than 4 acres of land, medi-
cal office buildings and several residential 
homes — offers a variety of development 
options to the city.

Of greater concern is the negative 
impact of an empty and abandoned 
Lakewood Hospital. I am confident 
this would be the specter facing us if we 
continue down the road of the current 
lease and inpatient model.

For more questions, please call the 
mayor’s office at 216-529-6600.

Help Grow The City’s Tree Canopy: Plant A Tree
by Colin McEwen

The city’s forestry department has 
been hard at work, implementing a 
comprehensive strategy to improve the 
tree canopy and add diversity to the 
variety of species around the city.

However, residents also have a role 
in repopulating the city’s urban forest.

As part of the city’s contract with 
the Greenleaf Group, residents can 
contract with the company to buy a 
shade tree — and have it professionally 
planted — at the same price the city 
pays. Mention that you are part of the 
city’s Shade Tree Purchase Program.

“Residents can leave an impor-
tant legacy, putting roots down in 

Lakewood,” said Chris Perry, the city’s 
unit manager in the division of for-
estry. “We need residents’ help to grow 
our urban tree canopy.”

Unlike the previous two years, the 
private planting program is for both 
planting seasons this year, not just the fall.

All trees will be professionally 

planted using approved methods by the 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources’ 
Division of Forestry and the Ohio Nurs-
ery and Landscape Association. All trees 
come with a one-year warranty.

To select a tree and place an order, con-
tact the Greenleaf Group at 330-441-6326 or 
email greenleafgroup@hotmail.com. 

For more on the city’s tree strategy, 
see the city’s two recent videos on The 
City of Lakewood’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCEtkYDKTbi_KDRO-dNDKn5Q): 
Planting Trees in Lakewood and 
Lakewood Working With the Tree Task 
Force to Improve Tree Canopy.

Work To Begin On New Sewer Line On Webb
by Colin McEwen

Work is set to begin on the instal-
lation on a new sanitary sewer line on 
Webb Road, starting Monday, March 30.

The project — separating the 

storm and sanitary sewers — will take 
place on the right-of-way between Clif-
ton Boulevard to Lake Road. The road 
will be closed between Clifton and 
Lake, except for local access.

The goal of the project is to signifi-
cantly reduce the frequency of sewer 
outflows to Lake Erie from this section 
of Edgewater Drive due to the existing 
single-pipe combined sewers.

The work will include: 
- Installation of new sanitary 

sewer papers and laterals, new man-
holes, pavement, sidewalks, aprons, 

and landscapes will be replaced in-
kind, where disturbed, and new trees 
planted where existing trees have been 
removed.

The project is expected to be finished 
by early summer, weather permitting.

Use the link to access the inter-
active map: https://www.arcgis.com/
home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap
=a9852aff51df4f6e86a0077baad1a787
&extent=-81.8322%2C41.4698%2C-
81.7798%2C41.4962.

Stay tuned for additional con-
struction updates.

Water Main Replacement Begins 
On St. Charles Avenue

Issuance Of Parking Permits Changes 
To Lakewood Police Department
by Colin McEwen

Starting Monday, March 9, the 
Lakewood Police Department began 
issuing parking permits. Previously, 
the public works department issued 
parking permits — with permissions 
granted by the director of public works.

Now, those interested in obtaining 
parking permits are encouraged to call 
Janet Smith in the police department, 
at 216-529-6761.

Lakewood Police Capt. Gary 
Sprague said that often, people contact 
a city department to ask permission to 
park in violation of some restriction, 
including the rules about not parking on 
certain city streets between 3 and 6 a.m.

“We wanted to do this with more 
efficiency and more consistency,” said 
Sprague. “But, more importantly, this 
about continuing to deliver excellent 
customer service to our residents.”

by Colin McEwen
The work has begun to replace a 

water main on St. Charles Avenue, from 
Franklin to Detroit avenues. Once the 
water main has been replaced, crews 
will resurface the street.

Other construction projects cur-
rently underway include:

- Edgewater Drive. (Between 
Abbieshire & Summit): Sewer Separation

- Summit Ave. (Between Detroit 
and Clifton):  Water Main Replacement

- Madison Park Frontage Green 
Street: Streetscape

- Municipal Lot No. 8 Parking Lot 
Renovations

These aforementioned streets have 
local access only; parking restrictions 
are in effect. 

Go to this link or the QR code below 
to access the interactive map https://www.
arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?
webmap=a9852aff51df4f6e86a0077baad1
a787&extent=-81.8322%2C41.4698%2C-
81.7798%2C41.4962 of construction 
projects in Lakewood.

Stay tuned for additional con-
struction updates.

Tax Preparation and Accounting Services
Individual • Small Business • Corporate • Estate

info@laskeycostello.com • www.laskeycostello.com

15514 Detroit Ave.  
Lakewood, Ohio

44107

P: (216) 521-2100

F: (216) 521-3258
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Thursday, April 2 
Meet the Author: “You Got This! A Girl’s Guide to Growing Up”
by Dr. Tyffani Monford Dent

The journey young girls face as they transition from girlhood to adulthood can be dif-
ficult and filled with obstacles. “You Got This!” is an interactive book which provides 
direction regarding self-esteem, relationships, social media, friendships and other road 
blocks. Through journal writings, art activities, affirmations, and discussions, “You Got 
This!” allows you the opportunity to develop into the phenomenal woman that you are 
meant to be. Dr. Tyffani Monford Dent is a licensed psychologist and motivational speaker 
who specializes in emotional wellness in children and women. She is also the author of 
“Girls Got Issues: A Woman’s Guide to Self-discovery & Healing.” Books will be available 
for sale and signing at the event.

7:00pm in the Main Library Auditorium

Saturday, April 4
Lakewood Public Cinema: “The Night Listener” (2006)
Directed by Patrick Stettner

Robin Williams plays a late night radio show host in the midst of a crumbling relation-
ship, who crafts spooky tales and haunting stories for his listeners. On the telephone, he 
strikes up a friendship with a fan, a young teenaged boy with his own story to tell. The boy 
sends Williams an unpublished manuscript for a book describing years of sexual abuse from 
his parents. Toni Collette plays the boy’s caretaker, but who is she really? How does a teen-
age boy write with such insight and depth of feeling? These are questions that Williams asks 
himself too late as his life descends into chaos.

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Sunday, April 5
Easter: Library Closed All Day

Normal Hours Resume Monday, April 6.

Tuesday, April 7
One-On-One Job Search

Spend a half hour with an instructor polishing your resume, brushing up on computer 
skills and exploring employment websites.

Appointments are available Tuesdays between 7:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. April 
7, April 21
Appointments are available Thursdays between 10:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
April 9, April 23

Wednesday, April 8
Lakewood Historical Society
The History of Cleveland’s Trolley Cars 

Before the automobile became the dominant mode of transportation, the electric street-
car provided a cheap, reliable way to get around town. Chuck Klein will share a brief history 
of trolley cars, outline the building of the Cleveland streetcar system and describe how the 
cars operated from Lakewood to downtown Cleveland. After the war, Klein’s father was a 
motorman, operating trolleys from Lakewood’s Rocky River station. His father’s personal 
photos are among the many treasures included in this illustrated presentation.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Thursday, April 9
Meet the Author: “The Trieste Intrigue” by George McNulty

A Russian plot to assassinate Pope John Paul II is imminent. With serious concerns 
about conflicts within the Vatican hierarchy, President Reagan selects international busi-
nessman Colin McHugh to secretly advise the Commandant of the Swiss Guard—the one 
man directly responsible for the Pontiff’s safety. Unmasked by the Bulgarian cadre in Rome 
assigned to carry out the plot, McHugh discovers the identity of its leader and becomes 
another target for elimination. McNulty, a US Naval Academy graduate and business exec-
utive, draws on his own experiences to keep the action moving at breakneck speed as he 
propels the reader towards that shocking day: May 13, 1981. Books will be available for sale 
and signing at the event.

7:00pm in the Main Library Auditorium

Saturday, April 11
Lakewood Public Cinema: “The Third Man”(1949)
Directed by Carol Reed

After World War II, American writer Joseph Cotten comes to Vienna to work for his old 
school chum, Harry Lime (Orson Welles). He arrives to find that his friend has been killed 
in an accident, and that the war-torn city is filled with corruption and moral ambiguity. 
How did Lime really die? And who is the mysterious third man that carried his friend’s 
body? Director Reed has transformed Graham Greene’s book and screenplay into a master-
piece of cinema. From atop a giant Ferris wheel, to the sewers beneath Vienna, every scene 
is a marvel of moviemaking. And it’s all accompanied by the unforgettable strains of Anton 
Karas’ zither. Terry Meehan continues his series, Graham Greene from Page to Screen.

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Sunday, April 12                    
Sunday with the Friends: SLAP Jazz Trio

SLAP is Cleveland’s premier jazz trio. For more than a decade, they have carried on a 
musical conversation about love, humor, danger, and beauty. Repercussionist John Henry 
Scully assumes that a groove is worth bending so long as the room appears to be floating in 
space. And if there is a thematic subtext that needs thumping, purring or stuttering, bassist 
Mike Zubal will oblige. Guitarist Tom Zubal, however, favors flexuous tides, balance, shim-
mering beauty and moments of clarity.

2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Tuesday, April 14
Great Lakes Light Opera

LPL Children/Youth Events

compiled by Eric Knapp

Thursday, April 9
Upcycling: From Rags to Riches
For students in third through eighth grade

Give your clothes new life by turning them into something new! We’ll help you turn your 
favorite old clothes into necklaces, scarves, tote bags and more. Some materials provided but 
participants must bring their own clothes to transform. Registration required.

4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. in the Main Library Multipurpose Room.

Saturday, April 11
Sew Your Own Library Tote
For anyone age 8 and up

Create your own stylish tote bag in this hands-on, no experience necessary craft pro-
gram. All of the materials are provided and a master seamstress will be on hand to help you. 
Registration required.

2:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. in the Main Library Homework Room.

Wednesdays, April 15 – May 20
Super-Powered
For students in fifth through eighth grade

A customized superhero experience from costume design to crime fighting. Design an 
awesome superhero and participate in six weeks of fun, games, and challenges all the way up 
to an exciting final battle against your own arch-nemesis! Registration required.

7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. in the Main Library Multipurpose Room.

Thursday, April 16
History of Video Gaming
For students in sixth through twelfth grade

A short, ridiculous history of video gaming that every true gamer should know. Check 
out our ancient video game artifacts, try your hand at trivia, impress each other with your 
achievements and share your latest obsession! Registration required.

4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. in the Main Library Multipurpose Room.

Tail Waggin’ Tutors
For school-age children

Bone up on your reading skills by reading to a dog. Drop in for a one-to-one session with 
one of our dogs and owners that have been certified through Therapy Dogs International.

11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. in the Main Library Multipurpose Room.

Family Weekend Wonders
Make the Library a part of your family weekend time with programs featuring stories, 

activities, music and crafts. These free programs are offered every weekend throughout the 
year at both the Main Library and Madison Branch. No registration is needed. Check out 
our website (www.lakewoodpubliclibrary.org/youth) for times and upcoming themes.

Main Library Activity Room and Madison Branch Auditorium

Saturdays & Sundays
Weekends With Wee Ones
For families with children under 2 years old

Spend a part of your family weekend time clapping your hands, tapping your feet, sing-
ing nursery rhymes and, of course, sharing books. We will provide materials and ideas for 
those wishing to continue the fun at home. Programs are offered every weekend throughout 
the year and there is no need to register in advance.

Madison Branch Children’s and Youth Services
Saturdays at 11:30 a.m. and Sundays at 3:30 p.m.

compiled by Elaine Rosenberger

LPL Calendar Of Events
“How Opera Butchered the Bard: The Fraught Relationship between 
Shakespeare & Opera”

There are over twenty operas based on Shakespeare’s plays and characters, but most of 
these bear little resemblance to the Bard’s original plays. Since the 1600s, composers have 
been captivated with the texts of Shakespeare, yet rarely stick to his plot points or narrative 
structure. In this lecture we will study the rocky relationship between Shakespeare on the 
page and Shakespeare on the operatic stage. We will examine operas by Purcell, Britten, 
Verdi, Rossini, Bellini, Gounod and many more. We’ll address the alterations made to such 
classics as “Romeo and Juliet,” “Othello,” “Macbeth” and “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” 
A live opera singer will perform arias and we will compare them to the original texts.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Multipurpose Room

Animal Fun
by Marge Foley

A large audience of children and 
their parents recently enjoyed “Out-
back Ray’s Amazing Animal Show” 
at the Lakewood Public Library. The 
crowd was delighted by numerous 
animals, including a chinchilla, an 
African pygmy hedgehog, a dwarf 
caiman, a silver fox rabbit, a blue 
tegu lizard, and an African spike 
tortoise.

Audience members had the opportunity 
to pet SpongeBob, an albino Burmese 
python.
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George McNulty Brings “The Trieste 
Intrigue” To Lakewood Public Library
by Elaine Rosenberger

In 1981, when President Ron-
ald Reagan learns of a Russian plot to 
assassinate Pope John Paul II, Reagan 
chooses international businessman 
Colin McHugh to warn and advise the 
Pontiff ’s Swiss Guards. But McHugh is 
unmasked by a Bulgarian cadre which 
targets him for assassination, as events 

lead inextricably to the date which 
shocked the world, May 13, 1981.

George McNulty brings Colin 
McHugh’s action packed adventure, 
“The Trieste Intrigue,” to Lakewood 
Public Library on Thursday, April 9 at 
7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Audito-
rium.

A graduate of the United States 

Naval Academy, McNulty earned his 
MBA from the University of Chicago 
and worked as an international busi-
ness executive, traveling to more than 
sixty countries. Before his Meet the 
Author appearance at the library, he 
takes the time to answer a few ques-
tions.

LPL: What did you most enjoy 

about writing Colin McHugh’s story? 
GM: I enjoyed the historical 

research and the opportunity to bring 
the diverse story characters to life.

LPL: What are Colin’s strengths? 
Weaknesses?

GM: Colin McHugh is mature, 
intelligent, athletic, has traveled exten-
sively and has familiarity with the 
locations in the story. However, he is 
not a trained field agent.

LPL: Do you have a writing rou-
tine?

GM: I do not have a fixed time to 
write. With my job and outside inter-
ests, I am a spurt writer. The story 
development is always on my mind, 
and I am always making notes and 
reading. With the notes/ideas, I do 
sprint writing and story sequencing.

LPL: What advice would you give 
beginning writers?

GM: My advice to others is: Write, 
read and take notes and ideas from 
your experiences and the experiences 
of others, and the books you read.

McNulty’s Meet the Author 
appearance takes place on Tuesday, 
April 9 at 7 p.m. in the Main Library 
Auditorium. Books will be available for 
sale and signing at the event. For more 
information, visit www.lakewoodpub-
liclibrary/authors.

Upcycling: From Rags To Riches
by Fran Storch

Looking for a fun, free activity to 
break up the boredom for your brood 
during spring break? Lakewood Public 
Library is offering a special afternoon 
program for students in third through 
eighth grade. Please join us for Upcy-
cling: From Rags to Riches where 
children can learn how to transform 
old clothing and other household items 
into new treasures.

This creative program takes 
place from 2:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. in the 
Main Library Multipurpose Room on 
Wednesday, April 8 (for third through 
fifth grade students) and Thursday, 
April 9 (for sixth through eighth grade 
students). Registration is required and 
space is limited.

What is upcycling? It’s taking 
an item that is no longer needed or 
wanted and giving it new life as some-

thing that is either useful or creative. 
At this inventive program, kids will 
learn more about the upcycling move-
ment and then use their imaginations 
to create new wearable works of art. 
Participants can turn an old t-shirt 
into a strand necklace, infinity scarf or 
tote bag.

Do double duty and keep your kids 
busy while doing a little spring clean-
ing and get rid of all those old t-shirts 
that are cluttering your closets. Some 
materials are provided but students 
must bring a t-shirt (or two) that may 
be used for their upcycling projects.

To sign up, please stop by the Chil-
dren’s & Youth Services desk at the 
Main Library, call (216) 226-8275, ext. 
140, or register online at www.lake-
woodpubliclibrary.org/youth.

Super Powered – A Superhero 
Role-Play Experience
by Eric Knapp

For youth in fifth through eighth 
grade

Ever wanted to create a super-
hero as cool as Wonder Woman or 
Captain America? Now you can! 
Join us for “Super Powered” and 
just like real comic book writers, 
you’ll design your own superhero 
from scratch: create an origin story, 
select your super powers (and weak-
nesses!), design a costume, and find 
out which arch-nemesis is going to 
try to stop you.

This six-week, team-based pro-
gram is filled with fun, games, and 
challenges: from superhero design 
all the way to the final battle versus 
the villains. Some of the awesome 
challenges that await include writ-
ing and illustrating some pages 
from your superhero’s comic book, 
designing and constructing your 
secret headquarters, and using map 

skills to track down where the crim-
inals will strike next. There’s even 
a party and a costume contest on 
the last day. Come dressed as your 
own creation or your favorite comic 
book character…you might just win 
a prize!

If you’re ready to put on a cape 
and fight evil with us, please stop in 
to register, or call (216) 226-8275, 
ext. 140. Program takes place every 
Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. -- 8:30 p.m. 
from April 15 – May 20 in the Main 
Library Multipurpose Room.

Perseverance Paves 
The Way To Success
by Mi’lon Martin

Filled with rich history and 
beautiful photography, “Asia Town 
Cleveland: From Tong Wars to Dim 
Sum” showcases a little known chapter 
in Cleveland’s history. Mr. Dutka takes 
us on a journey to a place that was once 
unknown to him: Asia Town. What we 
know now as the chic cool place to dine 
and shop,was once described as “pecu-
liar and strange.” The path to success is 
not always an easy one, but the Chinese 
have proven that with hard work and 
perseverance, you can accomplish what 
you set out to do.

Arriving with dreams of a better 
future, the harsh realities of ignorance 
and bigotry as well as being deemed 
inferior were the daily encounters for 
the Chinese. Climbing out of the shad-

ows of laying railroad track, operating 
opium parlors, and running gambling 
dens to owning restaurants, these 
immigrants never gave up on their 
dreams of being full-fledged Ameri-
cans.

Even though their English was 
limited, the impact that they made is 
understood by all. Such diligence has 
paved the way for what we have now, 
Asia Town. From unique shops to 
drool-worthy meals, it’s really no sur-
prise that his jewel has become the IT 
location for locals and tourists alike.

To find out more, drop by the 
library on April 15th at 7 p.m. to hear 
Mr.Dutka read from this fascinating 
book in the Main Auditorium. Copies 
will be available for sale and signing at 
the event.

continued from page 1

Calling All Homeowners!

A GoodCents Building Per-
formance Institute (BPI) certified 
auditor will discuss the benefits of 
having an energy audit completed 
on your home. They will also discuss 
the energy audit process, review the 
assessment report and highlight the 
helpful information you will receive 
from the audit. Another focus will 
be on how an audit can provide help-
ful information to make informed 
decisions about home repairs and 
improvements. GoodCents offers 
all Dominion East Ohio customers 
access to a $50 energy audit, which 
is normally offered for $350.

How to Contract A Repair 1:30-
2:30 p.m.

Allison Urbanek, Housing Out-
reach Director at LakewoodAlive will 
present a workshop on the best prac-
tices of contracting a repair. She will 
provide participants with helpful 
information that will make the chore of 
contracting a repair into an informed, 
easy process. This workshop will high-
light the necessary steps to get things 
done correctly the first time, saving 
time and money.

Don’t forget to mark your calen-
dars for this free event that will save 
you time and money!

Make sure to like the Lakewood 
Old House Fair on Facebook to get 

updates on participants and work-
shops.

Thank you to Lakewood Hard-
ware, The Lakewood Observer, Planet 
Care and the many volunteers who 
help to make this event a success each 
year. We look forward to seeing you at 
the fair!
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15309 Madison Avenue • 216.226.8616

Carabel Beauty Salon & Store

Call for an appointment for best service.
Free Private Parking. Check with Id or cash

Easter baskets with BLING! 
Nail polish- buy one, get second at 1/2 price. 
Cutest hair accessories: little bonnets on hair clips, bows.

Princess package! 
Girls 4-11 years old- hair, nails & hair accessory $11.80 

Healthy Eating Through 
Plant-Based Nutrition
by Kristine Pagsuyoin

Learn about the significant health 
benefits of eating a whole-foods plant-
based diet. We’ll discuss how many 
common diseases such as cancer, heart 
disease, and diabetes can be prevented 
and reversed by eating more plants.

Participants will sample a pre-
pared sample dish while instructor, 
Darlene Kelbach, demonstrates how 
eating in this fashion can be deli-
cious and nutritious. Everyone will 
receive the recipe and talk about how 
to transition to eating more plants in a 
low-stress and manageable way.

Darlene Kelbach teaches about 
healthy eating through a whole-foods 
plant-based diet. She received her Cer-
tificate in Plant-Based Nutrition from 
the T. Colin Campbell Center for 
Nutrition Studies at Cornell Univer-
sity. Darlene showcases the significant 
health benefits of eating plants while 
demonstrating how to create plant-
based dishes that are delicious as well 
as nutritious.

To register, email lakewoodcoun-
cil@gmail.com. Free to PTA members 
and guest. Sponsored by the Lakewood 
Council of PTAs.

District Science Fair Awards Include Two First Places
by Christine Gordillo

Lakewood City Schools excelled 
at the annual Northeast Ohio Science 
and Engineering Fair held the week of 
March 9 at Cleveland State, led by Gar-
field Middle School students Evan Bell 
and Christine Larson winning first-
place awards in their category.

Between Garfield and Lakewood 
High students, there were two first 
places, three second places, seven third 
places and two honorable mentions.

Evan earned his first place award 
in Math and Computer Science for his 
“An Exploration of the Three Square 
Geometry Problem” project and Chris-
tine in the Earth/Space category of the 
7th/8th grade division for “Cellphone 
Spectro Photometer.” Garfield’s Nick 
Cleary also won second place in the 
Biology division for his project “What 
is the best method for cleaning fruit?”

Evan and Christine were each 
awarded a gold medal and $100 for 
their projects.  Evan also received spe-
cialty awards from the Cleveland State 
Department of Math, Cleveland State 
College of Science and Health Profes-
sions and the Broadcom Masters Award.  
Christine also received specialty awards 
which included $100 from The Society 
for Applied Spectroscopy, an Ipad from 
Rambus Inc. and $50 from Cleveland 
Regional Council of Science Teach-
ers. All three Garfield students won the 
NEOSEF Board of Directors Award.

Three Harding students took home 

third place awards, all in the Physics cat-
egory: Timmy Daso (“A ReSOUNDing 
Experiment), Macklin Hurst (Taking A 
Ride Into Electric Avenue”) and Rachel 
Owen (“Soccer Ball Air Pressure”).

At the high school, Caitlin Cimino 
and Abe Dalisky earned second place 
for their projects in Biology and 
Health/Medicine (respectively). They 
each also earned a special award, Cait-
lin from the Cleveland Clinic and Abe 
from the CSU Dept. of Biology, Geol-
ogy and Environmental Science.

Earning third place awards from 
LHS were Sarah Bene (Behavioral Science, 
special award from American Statistical 
Association) Calvin Dolatowski (Engi-

neering, special awards from American 
Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics 
and the U.S. Air Force), Eliot Gill (Engi-
neering, special award from American 
Statistical Association) and Claire Walko-
sak (Behavioral Science).

Earning honorable mentions were  
Tara Bobinac (Biology, special award 
from American Statistical Association) 
and Louise Figueiredo (Biology).

The special awards come with 
varying amounts of cash prizes, rang-
ing from $25-$100.

Established in 1953, the Northeast-
ern Ohio Science and Engineering Fair 
is a four-day event that brings together 
nearly 500 students from over 80 

schools in the area who set up their sci-
ence fair displays, discuss their projects 
with 260+ judges and compete for more 
than $20,000 in prizes. One of the most 
rewarding aspects of NEOSEF is the 
opportunity for the students to discuss 
their research with professional scien-
tists and engineers from the local area.

At the fair students compete in 
nine categories which are subdivided 
by grade levels. NEOSEF awards one 
first place, multiple second places, third 
place and honorable mentions per sub-
division. Students also compete for over 
300 Special Awards totaling more than 
$15,000 that are donated by companies, 
societies and organizations.

Lakewood Police DARE Basketball 
Tournament Set For April 18
by Colin McEwen

The Lakewood Police Department 
DARE Unit will present its 15th annual 
basketball tournament for fifth grade 
students on Saturday, April 18.

The tournament tips off at 9 a.m., 
and the championship game begins at 
2 p.m. This year’s tournament will take 
place in the gymnasium at Garfield 
Middle School at 13114 Detroit Avenue.

Admission is free, and all are wel-
come to attend. 

Teams from each of Lakewood’s 
seven public elementary schools will 
compete against each other in a single 
elimination tournament format. Staff 
members or parents from each school 
coach the teams voluntarily, while the 
tournament itself is staffed entirely by 
Lakewood police officers.

Uniform T-shirts are provided for the 
players and coaches through donations 
given by various Lakewood businesses. 
Lakewood Athletic Boosters will provide 
concessions at the tournament.

This year, the Lakewood Divi-

sion of Police is partnering with the 
Lakewood Community Services Cen-
ter to collect donations, monetary, 
non-perishable food items, or hygiene 
products between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. in 
the lobby during the tournament.

Officers and volunteers will be 
collecting the items, which will then be 
donated, to the Lakewood Community 
Services Center. Attendees who bring a 
donation will receive one raffle ticket 
to win a prize.

West Shore Health Careers Students 
Learn About Brain Health

Italian and Classical American Cuisine

Making life simple...
Catering from  

Italian Creations

216-226-2282
16104 Hilliard Road • Lakewood

www.ItalianCreation.com

Restaurant, Catering, and Take-out

by Lynn Foran
Students in West Shore Career-

Tech’s Health Careers program won 
second place and $500 in a contest 
sponsored by MetroHealth Medical 
Center. The students were challenged 
to create a 60-second educational video 
on the topic of Multiple Sclerosis. In this 
annual contest, teens are asked to edu-
cate other teens on brain health topics 
in a creative and informative way.

The Health Careers Class of 2015 
worked in groups submitting videos to 

the contest. The group of Alonzo Grif-
fin, Aiden O’Donnell, Laurel Roelle, and 
Mohamed Saed Alodat earned second 
place.

The MetroHealth’s Neurodiagnos-
tic Department held a reception for the 
students on Tuesday, March 10 to show-
case the department and announce 
the winners. The videos are posted on 
MetroHealth’s Youtube channel. Health 
Careers instructor Jackie Smith com-
mented, “I am very proud of the efforts 
made by my students and so glad they 

were able to be recognized. We will use 
the prize money to offset some of our 
student activity costs.”
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I earned my 
first degree 
from Tri-C®

14-4286

Metropolitan Campus 
29000 Community College Ave. | Cleveland, OH 44115

tri-c.edu
216-987-6000

Stephanie Bayne saved thousands of dollars by starting 
her college career at Tri-C. 

Stephanie chose Cuyahoga Community 
College (Tri-C) for its convenience 
and affordable tuition. Her credits 
transferred seamlessly to Kent State 

University, where she began as a junior. 
Tri-C has allowed Stephanie to save 
money on the way to completing her 
bachelor’s degree in four years.  

Where futures beginSM

Are you a high school student who wants to earn college credit before you graduate? 
Are you ready to start your college career? Tri-C is the smart choice for earning 
your first degree. 

by Jeff Patterson, Superintendent, 
Lakewood City Schools

I truly appreciate Lakewood as a 
community. People here understand 
the value of a good education, but we 
also understand that people come 
from all walks of life and that it takes 
all kinds to make up this world. There 
is not only a feeling of acceptance of 
people from all walks of life, but people 
in Lakewood embrace diversity. Per-
haps that’s the reason that Lakewood 
is a community chosen for relocation 
of refugees from war-torn countries 
elsewhere in the world. At last count, 
Lakewood City Schools is serving stu-
dents from 32 different countries.

Considering everything these 
refugee families have experienced, 
whether it be extended stays in ref-
ugee camps or having their villages 
completely destroyed along with all 
their possessions, they have weath-
ered incredible hardship. Now, 
similar to our forefathers, these fam-
ilies have risked everything to come 
here and escape the trials and trib-
ulations of their homelands for the 
hope of a brighter future. They come 
here knowing no English, unfamil-
iar with our customs and traditions, 
and attempting to orient themselves 
to a new way of life. I wanted to 
highlight some shining examples of 
students who have overcome incred-
ible odds and achieved great success, 
thanks in part to our school system.

Kranti Khatiwada is a third-grade 
student at Hayes Elementary. Kranti 
came to America as a first grade refugee 
from Nepal. He has come so far in two 
short years, especially with his academ-
ics. Kranti now reads at the third-grade 
level with excellent comprehension. 
As a result, he enjoys coming to school 
every day and loves reading many 
stories. Suzie Sunjevaric, one of his 
educators, says, “It is very gratifying to 
see how much Kranti has grown from 
everyone’s hard work, especially his 
own. Not only has Kranti adjusted to 
life in America, he is truly enjoying his 
new country and freedom.”

Jeannette Sgambellone, an Eng-
lish Language Learner (ELL) educator 
at Harrison Elementary, identified a 
whole family of successful refugees. 
Since arriving as one of the school 
district’s first Karen families in 2008, 
five boys, Pwe Tha So (10th grade), 
Shee Ka Shee (8th grade), August Star 
(7th grade), Thaw Thee Htoo (4th 
grade) Htoo Lweh Wah (1st grade) 
and the entire family have achieved 
great things; attaining their citizen-
ship, purchasing a home, and the four 
older boys passing all components of 
the Ohio Achievement Assessments. 
The parents are hardworking and 
expect the same from their sons. The 

sons are all great students and under-
stand the value of a good education.

Doug Wiesen, an ELL educa-
tor at Harding Middle School, shared 
that the three Al-Tameemi broth-
ers from Iraq: Abbas, Hussein and 
Mohammad, have all distinguished 
themselves academically achieving 
honor roll status and receiving Student 
of the Month recognition by serving as 
positive examples and helping others 
while also getting good grades.  

Lisa Shaffer Gill, one of our high 
school ELL instructors and Emmie 
Hutchinson, the Help To Others 
(H2O) Coordinator with the Division 
of Youth for the City of Lakewood, 
share several refugee success stories:

Ali Abdul - Khadir from Iraq 
was heavily involved with the H2O 
program as a student and later as a 
counselor. During his junior and senior 
years Ali totaled 175 service hours in 
the group. Ali attributes his success at 
Lakewood to his service in H2O, where 
because of his passion about service 
and being a role model, he was chosen 
for three summers as a counselor, a 
paid position. He is in his second year 
at Cleveland State majoring in pre-med, 
and serving as president of the CSU 
Global Medical Brigade.

Zeinab Abdi from Somalia spent 
10 years in a refugee camp in Kenya. At 
Lakewood High School she was also 
involved in H2O as a student and later 
as a counselor. Zeinab was chosen as a 
paid summer counselor for two sum-
mers, and many students presently in 
H2O speak of her influence on them. 
She is currently studying architecture 
at Kent State University.

Aman Jemal from Ethiopia has 
a goal of 300 service hours in H2O. 
He is well on his way, having fulfilled 
100 hours in his sophomore year at 
Lakewood High School.

Nirmala Dahai from Nepal also 
came to Lakewood from a refugee 
camp in January of 2011. She plays 
soccer, has met all of the require-
ments for graduation and has a goal 
to attend Tri-C.

Mohammad Alodat from Jordan 
no longer receives ELL services as a 

continued on page 10

Universities Honor LHS 
Orchestra Director
by Christine Gordillo

Lakewood High School Orchestra 
Director Elizabeth Hankins has been 
honored as an outstanding music edu-
cator from two prestigious university 
music schools. Hankins’ alma mater, 
Baldwin-Wallace University, has named 
Hankins one of three 2015 Outstand-
ing Educators and Yale University will 
present Hankins with a Yale Distin-
guished Music Educator Award for her 
role in developing the education portion 
of the Cleveland Orchestra at Home in 
Lakewood neighborhood residency.

This is the second time Han-
kins has earned the Yale honor as she 
accepted the Distinguished Music Edu-
cator Award in 2013 as well.

“I love teaching and I have been 

blessed to work with children who 
are passionate about music. This pas-
sion has been cultivated and supported 
by the Lakewood community and the 
other teachers in the Lakewood City 
Schools,” Hankins said. “Being recog-
nized by Baldwin Wallace is significant 
because they represent all disciplines. 
I am also extremely honored to share 
the Yale award with Joan Katz and The 
Cleveland Orchestra.”

Hankins will accept her BW award 
at a ceremony in April and will travel 
to New Haven, Conn., for Yale’s 2015 
Symposium on Music in Schools to 
participate in the symposium and 
accept her award, along with Katz, 
Director of Education & Community 
Programs for the Cleveland Orchestra.

Resurfacing Of Madison 
Avenue Begins
continued from page 1

The entire project is expected to 
be finished by early fall. Traffic will be 
maintained during construction and 
on-street parking will be prohibited 
only during construction hours.

“This infrastructure project will 
add to the growing vibrancy of Madi-
son Avenue,” said Jason Russell, the 
city’s project specialist.

Mayor Michael Summers said that 
this project is a part of the city’s strategy to 
reinvest in the vital commercial district.

“I think everyone in Lakewood 
agrees that this project is long overdue,” 
he said. “We’re looking forward to begin-
ning — and completing — the work in 
a timely manner. We are grateful for our 
residents’ and business owners’ support 
and patience during this process.”
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A Message From 
Emerson’s Principal, Brian Siftar

AS YOUR BUSINESS 
 EVOLVES,  SO SHOULD 
YOUR PHONE SYSTEM.

IP Centrex

©2014 Cox Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.

Call 216-535-3323 or visit
coxbusiness.com/ipcentrex
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Hello Lakewood Community,
I am excited about our students taking the initiative of writing for the 

Lakewood Observer! Please take a moment to read their articles to see all the spec-
tacular things our students are up to! I would like to thank Ms. Betsy Voinovich for 
coming in and guiding our students in the process of writing. Please contact us if 
you are interested in visiting our school and seeing our newspaper group in action!

Brian Siftar, Principal
Emerson Elementary School

Our Writing Club At Emerson
by Annie Bartos, Molly Burke, and 
Ava Molinski

Hi, our names are Annie Bar-
tos, Ava Molinski and Molly Burke. 
Have you ever heard of the Lakewood 
Observer? Well of course you have 
because you are reading it right now! 
Well our school, Emerson Elementary, 
is where we write the stories for the 
paper. It is so much fun!!! And the only 
reason we have it here is because of our 
wonderful, amazing curriculum/tech-
nology teacher, Mr. Spooner.  

Our group generates a lot of inter-
esting ideas for stories. Once we are done 
with a story and are ready to start writing 
a new one we usually get a group of people 
in the club and talk about ideas for stories. 
For example, Writing Club has created 

stories for the Lakewood Observer like the 
D.A.R.E article, Emerson Unicycle Club 
and the one and only Nutella. We love 
writing stories for the Lakewood Observer 
and we hope to do it for awhile.

Writing Club is during lunch time, 
our lunch starts at 12:30 p.m. The fifth 
grade had recess first and the fourth 
graders have lunch first. But we end at 
the same time (1:15 p.m.). Sometimes 
Mr. Spooner has meetings so we can 
only do writing club during fifth grade 
recess time. Either way we have fun and 
love to see our articles in the newspaper.

Writing club is so much fun for all 
of us. We all are so happy to come to this 
club every Tuesday and Friday. Again, 
We give thanks to our amazing curricu-
lum/technology teacher, Mr. Spooner.

E.L.N. ( Emerson’s Latest News)
by Reka Sundem

At Emerson there is a newspaper 
called E.L.N. There are many articles 
including: Healthy Eating, Safety, Fash-
ion, Sports, Reminders, etc. We write a 
newspaper every month. We try to make 
each newspaper’s articles different every 
time. We have chosen a few 4th graders 
to continue E.L.N. next year when we 
leave Emerson and go on to 6th grade.

We started E.L.N. last year, but it 
was called Nerd Word. Our teacher, Mrs. 
Nolan, called us aside to do it, because we 
finished work quickly. We had less articles 
including: Healthy Eating, Safety, etc.

The newspaper costs 75 cents. 
Where the money that raised is going 
to will be voted on. Students can vote 
for a Popsicle day, Gym field day, or 
more recess equipment.

Here is an example of an article 
from our newspaper:

Emerson Activity Reminders
by Reka
There are many activities that you 

might want to remember, because they 
are fun once-a-week activities. They are:

1. Monday- Unicycle  
2. Wednesday- French club, Stu-

dent council (once a month), Math club, 
Jump rope

3. Friday- Choir
4. Tuesday & Thursday- Girls On 

The Run (GOTR)
5. Every day- Tutoring Morning & 

Afternoon (This is a reminder for both 
people who are being tutored and people 
who are tutoring.)

Remember -  Go To Your Activity!!!!!

Rec & Community Education Department Offers 
New Small Business “Meet-Ups”
by Christine Gordillo

The Lakewood Community Rec-
reation & Education Department is 
offering monthly “meet-ups” at local 
businesses for students in grades 4-8. 
These community-based classrooms 
offer students the opportunity to 
experience the passion, energy and 
expertise that business owners have 
with respect to their craft, product and 
vision, all in the confines of their real-
life innovation centers.

Phil Waters, owner of Pride of Cleve-
land Scooters/Cleveland Moto kicked 
off this exciting new venture by host-
ing “2 Wheel Me” sessions two evenings 
in February. Students and their parents 

took a tour of the shop, learned about 
the history behind motorcycles/scooters, 
observed the different make and models 
of motorcycles/scooters, discussed fabri-
cation, customization, design, repair and 
maintenance and even got to sit atop a 
Moto Guzzi California 1400!

Melissa Sattler, a partner at Rosen-
berg Advertising will be hosting an 
April 21 meet-up entitled, “What’s MY 
Brand.” She will be talking about a 
career in advertising, how establishing 
a brand applies to you, and why brands 
are important. And, the role that tech-
nology plays with respect to design and 
creation of an organization’s personal-
ity. The event will be from 7-7:40 pm at 
Rosenberg’s office, 12613 Detroit Ave. 
Call 216-529-4081 to register or register 
online at www.lakewoodrecreation.com.

The Lakewood Community Rec-
reation & Education Department is 
working hard to expand opportunities 
on the educational side of the depart-
ment for all students. If you know 
of small business owners that would 
be interested in hosting a monthly 
meet-up, please have them contact the 
Lakewood Community Recreation & 
Education Department at 216-529-4327.

Pictured at right: Participants in “2 
Wheel Me” at ClevelandMoto/Pride of 
Cleveland Scooters learned much about 
the two-wheelers during their recent 
sessions with owner Phil Waters.

result of the success he has had in school. 
He is a member of the soccer team.

These are but a few examples of 
how this community supports a diverse 
citizenry. Congratulations to all of 
these young people on their achieve-
ments in the United States.  

As a school system, we welcome 
these students who have overcome tre-
mendous adversity to assimilate into 
our culture and society. Many thanks 
to our teachers, community, parents, 
and students for welcoming them and 
helping them to be successful. 

continued from page 9



March 31, 2015 The Lakewood Observer Volume 11, Issue 7 Page 11

 Celebrating Over 10 Years of Community Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com 

Lakewood Is Art

Presented by Cleveland Institute of 
Art, in collaboration with the Ohio 
Advisory Group of the National  
Museum of Women in the Arts.

The Artists: 
Above, from left, Lauren Yeager, 
Christi Birchfield, Hildur Ásgeirsdóttir 
Jónsson, Mimi Kato, and Eva Kwong

Public Opening Reception:  
Thursday, April 2, 6–8pm
cia.edu/womentowatch

Panel Discussion with  
the artists:  
Friday, April 10, 12:15pm

Sponsored by:

Huntington Bank 
ideastream

On view: April 2 – May 2, 2015

Kill Bills For Will:

A Benefit Concert For Willard Guillot IV
by Brandon Gregg

Willard Guillot was born in 1988, in 
a Lakewood-like suburb of New Orleans, 
Louisiana called “Chalmette.” A people 
person, lover of light, and a Grateful Dead 
enthusiast; Willard is a kindhearted, lov-
ing man who can always be caught with 
a smile on his face.

In October of 2012, at the age of 22, 
Will was diagnosed with mouth and tongue 
cancer. Through a series of surgeries, Wil-

lard thought he had successfully gotten rid 
of it. But with another stroke of unfortunate 
luck, Will has once again been handed can-
cer. In the middle of March, Willard started 
radiation treatment and will be unable to 
work until it’s over at the beginning of May. 
To help rid Willard of this financial burden 
we have started “Kill Bills For Will!” Come 
out and celebrate the love and life of Wil-
lard Guillot IV on April 12th, at Mahall’s 
20 Lanes 5p.m. - Midnight. The event will 

feature local bands, free massages, and pick-
a-prize raffles. Mahall’s will be forwarding 
all the money from the ticket sales towards 
our $2000 goal. Every dollar after that will 
being going towards the Lia House, a sober 
living facility.

Tickets will be sold at the door with 
a sliding scale of $10, $20, $50 or more.

Featured artists: Matt O’Reilly 
from Green Escalators, Stacey Picker-
ing, Everett Query, Endo-Orphans, 
Alone Alone, Outer Space and more!

Raffle Prizes include: Frank Lanza 
prints, gift baskets from local shops 
including Googie Style, a date with 
George Kaull and a local weekend back-
packing adventure with naturalist/
wilderness expert, Jeremy Hutchinson, 

One years worth of oil changes, and one 
wheel alignment from Monro muffler/
brake & Service. Norris Family Chi-
ropractic will be donating a 30 minute 
massage with Lisa Zito, peppermint oil, 
lavender oil and 4oz of Sombra.

We Are Not Heavy Metal Gods 
Reviews Of New Releases By Local Bands Part 4
by Buzzy Kompier

Obligatory Disclaimer: Record 
reviews are a tricky business. It’s one 
thing to enjoy music, but to, like, pick out 
what you like about it? That being said, 
if I review your thing and I didn’t like 
something, don’t feel too bad. My opin-
ion doesn’t matter all that much.

Thomas Jefferson Slave Apart-
ments - Straight To Video - Straight To 
Video Records - 11 songs - Vinyl

This is the long-awaited vinyl reis-
sue of this Columbus band’s classic 
1997 album. The first thing I notice is 
that either the label liked the album so 
much, they named themselves after it, 
or the label was brought to fruition for 
the specific purpose of rereleasing this 
album. The truth is anyone’s guess. 
Also, I wasn’t sure whether to put 
“download” in the formats section, as I 
think the version on iTunes is from the 
previous issue. Either way, there’s your 
download. So, anyways, the music itself 
is pretty good garage rock. My favorite 
tracks were “Outside My Scene,” which 
sort of sounds like a heavier rendi-
tion of some Great Plains song (which 
makes sense, as Ron House was in that 
band as well) “Rump Government,” 
which has a fantastically catchy cho-
rus, and “Question Mark Curls,” with 
its somewhat enigmatic romantic lyr-
ics, and music that sort of sounds like 
a more garage-y version of latter-day 
Replacements. Again, the whole album 
is full of great garage rock stomp-
ers, but what adds another level to the 
whole thing is Ron House’s fantastic, 
and certainly unique, voice. Though 
the songs are great on their own, and 
have great musicianship from Bob Pet-

ric and co., it definitely wouldn’t be the 
same without those vocals. Overall, I’d 
recommend this for any fans of good 
garage punk. 4/5

Various Artists - Short Shorts Vol-
ume 1 - Phoenician MicroSystems - 12 
songs - Vinyl, download

This is a pretty cool idea. A 
cooperatively-produced sampler of 
local people doing songs that, at the 
longest, clock in at one minute and 
eighteen seconds. What I’m getting 
at is that they’re all short, hence the 
title. The music itself is pretty darn 
eclectic, so you’ll probably like at 
least one song on this. As for me, 
my personal favorites were the surf-
grunge-y “Brother Of The Hangman” 
by Swirly In The Fryer, the garage 
punk “Banned From Nunzios” by 
Wooly Bullies, and the kinda inde-
scribable - let’s go with “alternative” 
- “Drone” by Another Mother’s Milk. 
If none of that sounds cool, there’s 
also more straightforward punk, 
metal, and one weird techno (?) 
track. Charles at My Mind’s Eye tells 
me that this is a Lakewood label as 
well, so that’s pretty cool. If nothing 
I just said f loats your boat, it’s worth 
checking out for the liner notes alone, 
which feature wonderful descriptions 
of the songs like “proof that living 
close to a nuclear power plant is safer 
than fuck!” and “Seriously, why my 
goddamned face?” 4.5/5

Are you a local-ish band? Do you 
have a record out? Email vaguelythreat-
ening@gmail.com or send it directly to 
Observer headquarters at 14900 Detroit 
Avenue, Suite 205, Lakewood, OH 
44107,c/o John Kompier.

Portrait of Willard Guillot IV
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Easter Worship

A traditional
Bible based

ministry
anchored in the
love of God for

ALL people.

12501 Lake Avenue  •  216-521-7424  •  www.coveumc.org

Regular Hours: 1pm - 4pm
Tuesdays & Saturdays

All Winter Clothing $1.00

Coats 1/2 Price

Community Meal
2nd Saturday of Each Month

APRIL 
SPECIAL

EVERY Friday Night
6:15 pm • $3

Everyone welcome!

Take Off Pounds Sensibly Group
Every Tuesday • 6:30 - 7:30 PM

Cove United
Methodist Church

open hearts, open minds
open doors

“Living Last Supper” Reenactment 
Thursday, April 2 at 8:00pm • FREE!

Easter Egg Hunt Saturday, April 4 at 2:00pm

Easter Service Sunday, April 5 at 10:00am

Community Baptisms Offered At Faith
by Mark Rollenhagen

“Child of God, you have been 
sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked 
with the cross of Christ forever.” -- 
from the Lutheran Book of Worship.

Do you know someone who would 
like to be baptized or would like to 
have their child or grandchild baptized 
but doesn’t know where to go or how to 
go about it?

Maybe they’re not strongly 
attached to a Christian community or 
maybe they’ve been told baptism is for 
members only.

In celebrating the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ this Easter, Faith 
Lutheran Church is offering baptism 
to all people who want to be baptized 
or want their child baptized. The 
community baptisms will be offered 
on Saturday, April 4, as part of an Eas-
ter Vigil focused on celebrating new 
life offered in the life, death and res-
urrection of Jesus.

Offering the promise of God’s 
grace through the act of baptism is 
at the core of the Christian faith. It is 
an action that binds people to Christ, 

to God, forever. The Lutheran under-
standing is that baptism is God’s work 
and not dependent on the actions, 
qualifications or worthiness of the 
person being baptized. That’s why 
Lutherans baptize infants.

The baptism rite includes state-
ments of faith in the triune God 
--Father, Son and Holy Spirit – and 
commitments by those being baptized 
or their parents or loved ones, as well as 
commitments by the Christians gath-
ered for the service.

The community baptism service 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. and last about 

45 minutes to an hour, with scripture, 
simple songs and the baptisms. A cele-
bration with desserts and refreshments 
will follow. All are welcome to attend 
and participate in worship.

People who would like to be bap-
tized or would like their children 
baptized, should contact Pastor Mark 
Rollenhagen in advance by calling 
Faith at 216-226-6500 or e-mailing 
him at pastor@faithlakewood.org.

Faith is located at 16511 Hilliard 
Road (across from Harding Middle 
School) in Lakewood and online at 
faithlakewood.org.

Lakewood Congregational Church
An Open and Affirming Church of the United Church of Christ

“Where God is Still Speaking”

Corner of West Clifton Boulevard and Detroit Avenue, Lakewood
216-221-9555  •  www.lcc-church.org

Maundy Thursday, April 2
7 p.m. Chapel Worship

Tenebrae Worship with Holy Communion

Easter Celebration, April 5
10 a.m. Worship

Inspirational Message & Music
concluding with Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus
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Easter Worship

Pilgrim UCC 1/4-pg color ad for Lakewood Observer — March 29, 2015 — $288

No matter who you are 
or where you are on life’s journey,
You Are Welcome Here!
Join us for Holy Week gatherings....
Maundy Thursday Service — 6:45pm April 2
   – beginning with Mediterranean appetizers
Good Friday walk — noon April 3
   – beginning at Lincoln Park gazebo
Easter Worship Service — 10:30am April 5
   – enjoy various Easter breads at coffee hour

Pilgrim Congregational UCC
2592 W14th St (at Starkweather Ave)
216-861-7388 / pilgrimalive.org
facebook.com/pilgrimuccincleveland

2230 Euclid Avenue • Cleveland, OH 44115 • 216.771.3630 • www.trinitycleveland.org

FREE PARKING AT PROSPECT AND EAST 22ND ST.

Holy Week and Easter
atTrinity Cathedral

PHOTO CREDIT: TRACEY LIND

CONNECT WITH US:Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai

PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 29
  The Very Rev. Tracey Lind, preaching

 8 a.m. Early Eucharist
 9 a.m. Mostly Jazz Mass
 11:15 a.m. Choral Eucharist

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1
 6 p.m. Tenebrae Service
  Couperin: Leçons de ténèbres 
   Margaret Carpenter and Madeline Apple Healey, 

sopranos 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 2
 12:10 p.m. Healing & Eucharist Service
 6 p.m.  Last Supper, Potluck, Garden of Repose  

and All-Night Vigil

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 3
 12 p.m. Solemn Liturgy
 1 p.m. Good Friday Blues & Lamentations
  Music by the Gateway Band

 1 p.m. Children’s Good Friday Program
  (Childcare available 12 – 2 p.m.)

 7:30 p.m. Good Friday Concert 
  J.S. Bach: Passion According to St. John
  Trinity Cathedral Choir and the Trinity Consort
  Todd Wilson, conductor

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 5
 6 a.m. The Great Vigil of Easter
  The Very Rev. Tracey Lind, preaching

 9 a.m. Contemporary Festival Eucharist
  Music by the Gateway Band
  The Very Rev. Tracey Lind, preaching

 10:10 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt for children grades preK-5 
 11:15 a.m. Festival Eucharist
  The Trinity Cathedral Choir with brass and timpani
  The Rt. Rev. Mark Hollingsworth, Jr., preaching

 

 
Easter Play - Risen! 
Song and testimonials of 

praise from those who 
witnessed His glory! 

Friday, April 3, 2015 
7:00pm 

Lakewood Seventh-Day 
Adventist Church 

1382 Arthur Avenue 
(behind Taco Bell) 

Lakewood, OH 

Come and join us in 
celebrating Jesus Christ  

Victor over sin and death! 

Come as you are
Lakewood Presbyterian Church

14502 Detroit Avenue • www.lakewoodpresbyterian.org

Come celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Holy Week and Easter Sunday

Palm Sunday March 29th at 10:30 a.m. 
Joyful Children’s Palm Procession I Sermon: “Legitimate Extravagance”

Maudy Thursday April 2nd at 7:30 p.m. 
Sacrament of Holy Communion I Sermon: “Ease of Betrayal”

Easter Sunday Service April 5th at 10:30 a.m. 
Holy Communion I Hymns and Choral Music I Sermon: “Your Very Own Road to Emmaus”

‘Three Hours’ Good Friday 
Service Returns To Faith
by Mark Rollenhagen

A Good Friday afternoon service 
returns to Faith Lutheran Church this 
Holy Week. The service, known as the 
Tres Horae (“Three Hours”) Solemn 
Service, begins at noon and ends at 3 
p.m. on April 3.

People may come and go as they need 
throughout the service, which includes 
scripture, reflections, prayers and music 
focusing on Seven Words from Cross.

Faith has not offered the ser-
vice since 2011, but it returns as a joint 
community offering by PLUM (Presbyte-
rians, Lutherans, and United Methodists 

together in ministry). PLUM includes 
Grace Presbyterian, Faith Lutheran, and 
Calvary United Methodist Churches, 
who are neighbors near the intersection 
of Madison Avenue and Hilliard Road in 
southwest Lakewood.

PLUM also offers people in the com-
munity help with basic needs through 
coordinated pantries of food and personal 
care items and a free clothing for children. 
This summer PLUM will be working with 
Lakewood Alive to provide home repair 
and maintenance help in the community.

For more information, call any of 
the churches or find them online.
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Lakewood Cares
“Eagles On Foot” Race Brings
Lakewood And Haiti Together
by Mike Deneen

At first glance, the City of 
Lakewood and the nation of Haiti 
have very little in common. Lakewood 
enjoys a high standard of living, and 
has won many awards for its livability. 
Haiti, on the other hand, is the poorest 
country in the Western Hemisphere. 
A catastrophic 2010 earthquake made 
things even worse, killing over 100,000 
residents and destroying much of the 
nation’s infrastructure.

Despite the contrasts, one strong 
link exists between the two commu-
nities. In 2007 Lakewood’s St. Edward 
High School became sister schools 
with Basil Moreau School, located in 
the Carrefour neighborhood of Port 
au Prince, Haiti. Both institutions 
are sponsored by the Congregation 
of Holy Cross, which was founded in 
1837 by Father Anthony Basil Moreau. 
Both institutions had the same edu-
cational philosophies, but their access 
to resources was starkly different. A 
partnership was formed to help raise 
resources for Basil Moreau School, 
which serves children from kinder-

garten through 12th grade in one of 
the poorest areas of the country. The 
St. Edward community hosted its first 
“Eagles of Foot” 5K race in 2009, rais-
ing money for Basil Moreau.

Basil Moreau School was devas-
tated by the 2010 earthquake, which 
leveled its entire building. However, 
the community rallied to keep the 
school open. A new school building 
was constructed, and the school has 
grown to over 1,000 students. Through 
assistance from other Holy Cross insti-
tutions, the school has added computer 
labs and upgraded its curriculum.

The St. Edward community has 
played a key role in the project, rais-
ing over $50,000 at its annual “Eagles 
on Foot” races. Liam Haggerty, Vice 
President of Mission Effectiveness at 
St. Edward, believes that his school 
has gotten a lot out of the partner-
ship, too. “It’s at the very heart of 
what our mission is about,” he says, 
referring to St. Edward’s dedicationto 
servant leadership, which is a Christ-
like commitment to genuine leadership 
through service to others. Relation-

ships are another key pillar of the St. 
Edward mission. “Relationships are 
important,” Haggerty says, “We have 
them here in Lakewood, and around 
the world.”

St. Edward will host its seventh 
annual “Eagles on Foot” event on Sat-
urday, April 18. The event includes a 5K 
race and one mile walk, with proceeds 
benefiting Basil Moreau School. Cost is 
$20 in advance, $25 day of race. Packet 
pick-up will begin at 8am on Race Day 
at St. Ed’s, and the 5K will begin at 9:30 
a.m. For more information on “Eagles 
on Foot” or to register online, visit 
www.sehs.net.

O’Neill Healthcare Lakewood
13900 Detroit Avenue | (216) 228-7650
ONeillHC.com

 

Blood Drive Name 
Location - room number - address 

Drive Date 

Start – End Time 
 

Contact information: name, phone, email 
 
 

 

 

Blood Drive
O’Neill Healthcare Lakewood
1381 Bunts Road
Assisted Living Education Room, 4th Floor

Friday, April 10, 2015
1:00 PM to 5:00 pm

CO N V EN I ENTLY LO C ATED I N TH E H E ART O F L AKEWO O D

Providing Quality Senior 
Housing for 50 Years!

A�ordable living for Older Adults on 
an Active Senior Campus (age 62 & up)

Visit our Leasing O�ce at
14300 Detroit Ave. • Lakewood, OH 44107

Open weekdays, 9am-4pm or
by appointment (216) 521-0053

SENIOR LIVING

check out our website: westerlyapartments.com 

Currently o�ering newly renovated 
one bedroom apartments.

When you walk through the door, 
you know you are home.

12400 Madison Ave.  •  Lakewood, Ohio
216-226-7575

TTY 1-800-750-0750

www.fedormanorapartments.com

Make us your NEW  
home this Spring!

Seniors

Affordable Senior Housing Community

Lakewood Seventh-Day Adventist Church 
1382 Arthur Avenue, Lakewood, OH 

 (Behind Taco Bell) 
Parking Lot Back Door    

 
 

A EUROPEAN MEAL 
COOKING CLASS 

Enjoy an Afternoon Out with Adults! 
Sunday, April 26, 2015  1:00pm - 3:00pm 

After class, enjoy a FREE sit down meal, on us! 
 

   

 

 

Please call Carolyn, at 216-406-1208, to make a reservation 
Reservation deadline is April 19th – Space is limited 

 

St. James Anglican 
Catholic Church

1861 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. in Cleveland

Sung Mass 10:30 a.m. Sundays
JOIN US FOR HOLY WEEK SERVICES

 Wed., April 1 through Easter Sunday
Holy Saturday Liturgy, 6:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday Service, 10:30 a.m.
www.saintjamescleveland.com

216-431-3252

Friday, April 10, 2015
1:00 – 5pm



March 31, 2015 The Lakewood Observer Volume 11, Issue 7 Page 15

 Celebrating Over 10 Years of Community Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com 

Opinion

END-OF-LIFE
CARE  
SHOULDN’T  
BE A LAST  
MINUTE 
DECISION.

800.707.8922
hospicewr.org

April 16 is National Healthcare Decisions 
Day. You may have never heard of it, but 
it’s just as important as the tax deadline that 
comes the day before. It’s a day devoted 
to educating and empowering you to make 
your healthcare choices known should you 
become unable to speak for yourself. By 
making these choices now, you’re giving your 
loved ones the gift of peace of mind.

Hospice of the Western Reserve can 
help. We offer a free guide that provides 
useful tips and worksheets, plus all the legal 
documents required by the State of Ohio. 
There is no wrong way to begin and no 
better time than now. Be prepared to make 
choices that are right for you. Download your 
guide now at hospicewr.org/decisions.

Select Few To Decide 
Healthcare In Lakewood?
by Jared Denman

Hospitals occupy a unique place in 
human experience. They are the backdrop 
for life and death, joyful anticipation and 
sorrowful loss. Perhaps because they are 
where we experience these mysteries, hos-
pitals seem imbued with an otherworldly 
quality. It’s small wonder that hospitals 
are etched into our emotional memories.

Our hospital has seen generations 
come and go and its walls have wit-
nessed much unbridled laughter as well 
as whispered prayers. Will it be retired 
to a pile of gray stone and mortar? Who 
will make this decision?

Many developments in the proposal 
between the Lakewood Hospital Asso-
ciation (LHA) and the Cleveland Clinic 
to raze the current hospital making way 
for a new Clinic-owned and -operated 
Family Health Center have come to 
light in the past month. The details of 
the plan were outlined in a January Let-
ter of Intent that essentially would have 
all $158 million of hospital assets ceded 
to the Clinic in exchange for approxi-
mately $75 million that would be paid 
to a new non-profit entity charged with 
“wellness” in Lakewood.

LHA trustees and board members 
maintain the Clinic’s assertion that the 
hospital is worth no more than $24 
million after all liabilities are settled. 
However, financial details of the plan 
have been released only with persistent 
questioning.  Coupled with the LHA’s 
track record of allowing services to be 
farmed out to Fairview Hospital, the 
fact that this closure has been contem-
plated behind closed doors for at least 
two years with scarce public notice, 
the recent revelation by Senator Skin-
dell that the final deal hammering out 
the details of the plan has already been 
drafted in contradiction to what City 
and Hospital officials have been say-
ing, and the lack of basic due diligence 
such as obtaining more than the quote 
offered by the buyer, has put Lakewood 
citizens on high alert. 

It has also led City and LHA officials 
into some awkward conversations. One 
LHA official informed me that the Hos-
pital was actually not being “sold” to the 
Clinic but was merely being “transferred” 
since the Clinic is also a private non-profit.  

However, the proposed plan 
must be approved by City Council. 
City Finance Director Jennifer Pae 
addressed details of the current deal 
between the City and the LHA in a 
recent communication: “On January 5, 
1987, City Council approved an agree-
ment which resulted in the transfer of 
all real and personal property of the 
Hospital to the Lakewood Hospital 
Association. The agreement resulted 
in the City of Lakewood transferring 
all liabilities, debts, monies, accounts, 
and inventories of the Hospital so that 
operations would continue... As part of 
the agreement, the Lakewood Hospital 
Association agreed to pay in each year 
the amount necessary to satisfy debt 
service on the Hospital’s outstand-
ing debt. While the City retains title 

to all assets and the Association debt 
is pledged by the full faith, credit and 
general revenues of the City.” 

If it was true that the LHA owned 
outright the physical plant and real 
estate of the hospital, then City Coun-
cil’s approval would not be required. 
This begs the question: Is the City, and 
therefore every tax-paying Lakewood 
resident, being cut out of a multi-mil-
lion dollar deal for lack of a voice?

While it remains an open question 
whether the days of having our own hos-
pital have passed, there resides in that 
space an opportunity to create some-
thing new, perhaps something never 
thought of before. A model of health 
care inspired by the desire to help those 
who are hurting and that challenges the 
current paradigm of insurance compa-
nies and HMOs, perhaps.  

Accepting that the assumptions in 
the proposed deal are correct and that 
the Clinic is the best (or only) buyer in 
the market leaves the matter of the $75 
million that is to be handed over to a 
new non-profit charged with “wellness.” 

Setting aside for a minute the neb-
ulous heading of “wellness” that could 
mean quite a range of things for differ-
ent people depending on demographic 
factors, is the crucial question: who 
exactly gets to determine what is done 
with what is essentially public monies 
derived from the sale of a public asset?

The scuttlebutt around town 
ranges from a recreation center to 
soccer fields.  Based on a January 21 
presentation given to the Lakewood 
Hospital Community Advisory Coun-
cil, the Active Living Task Force seems 
interested in the job. But what quali-
fication does this group possess to 
determine the agenda of “wellness” in 
Lakewood and to receive $75 million 
of taxpayer money to accomplish it?  
What exactly is the Active Living Task 
Force proposing? Why haven’t these 
plans been announced publicly? Are 
there plans for a vetting process that 
consider other institutions or ideas of 
how to use the $75 million which cul-
minate in a public vote? What sort of 
oversight controls will be in place?

Do we need more yoga studios? 
There are plenty of studies that show 
a strong correlation between flexibil-
ity and core strength and reduced falls 
in our older citizens; falls which have 
high degrees of morbidity and mortal-
ity. Does that qualify? What about an 
indoor pool? Oh, wait, I can pay $40 a 
month at the Lakewood YMCA and also 
have access to great fitness program-
ming, it’s centrally located, and wouldn’t 
use money from a public resource.  

No matter what, the decision regard-
ing what should be done with the proceeds 
of the sale of the hospital should be made 
by the community after thoughtful 
debate and not just by an elite group. To 
allow this would be to repeat the mistake 
--once again entrusting essentially the 
same private non-profit body that hob-
bled the hospital in the first place-- with 
the public good.
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Letters To The Editor

Lakewood Hospital Closing???
Dear Lakewood City Council Members,

I’m not one to normally pick up the 
pen and write about such matters, but I 
cannot let this go without saying some-
thing. I’ve lived and worked in Lakewood 
for most of my life. I live in the home that 
I grew up in, which will be 100 years old 
this year. It’s been in my family for 50 
years and we are only the second sur-
name to own it. I run the administrative 
side of a 102-year- old manufacturing 
company here in Lakewood and have 
worked there for 38 years. I love this town 
for its diversity of people, convenience, 
offerings of restaurants, churches, city 
services, school system, parks, libraries, 
and yes our hospital.

I know I do not have all of the facts 
before me about Lakewood Hospital’s 
proposed closing. However, what I do 
know is that a lot of what I’ve heard so 
far just does not add up.

Lakewood Hospital, when the clinic 
took over, was a thriving hospital, other-
wise, why would the Clinic have wanted to 
enter into that agreement in the first place? 
You also can’t tell me that hospitals are 
not still thriving or the Cleveland Clinic 
would not be building a brand new hospi-
tal in Avon. The reason for the Hospital’s 
closing is being sold to us as “they are los-
ing money” and “the future of medicine 
is changing, going towards more preven-
tative health care”. If Lakewood Hospital 
is now losing money, who was steering the 
ship when this was happening, that would 
be the Cleveland Clinic. If our business 
would start selling off our profitable lines, 

we too would no longer be able to exist as 
a business. So when the Clinic started dis-
mantling the hospital over time, sending 
profitable departments elsewhere, Pediat-
rics, the Pain Center and Trauma Center, 
what would you expect to happen?

I can understand that medicine is 
changing and the way it is delivered. As a 
business we deal with this every day try-
ing to do what is best for our employees 
and deliver an affordable health care plan. 
I am not convinced that with this change 
in medicine that the citizens of Lakewood 
will not have the need to be hospitalized 
any longer. Yet the citizens of Avon, who 
live just to our west, must not be practic-
ing preventative medicine because a brand 
new 120 bed hospital is being built there 
by the same entity that’s driven our hos-
pital into supposed insolvency, the Clinic.

How can this be? I know a large part 
of the existing physical structure of the 
Hospital is old and I’m sure expensive 
to operate. Our business is 102-years-
old, we deal with the same mechanical 
and structural  issues every day. So I can 
see where a possible change would be 
needed to improve infrastructure and 
technology, but if you’re tearing down 
the existing building any ways, why not 
incorporate hospital beds and keep our 
108-year-old hospital intact. If as many 
beds won’t be needed in the future, 
build it with fewer beds. Why did a new 
hospital have to be built in a totally dif-
ferent community when one already 
existed here? Look at the density of pop-
ulation in Lakewood and the immediate 

surrounding area compared to Avon.
So now our city has on the table the 

possibility of entering into a new agree-
ment with the same entity, the Clinic, 
with whom we already have an agree-
ment to operate our city-owned hospital, 
for a given number of years, which would 
relinquish them of this responsibility of 
managing this facility for the remain-
der of those years. The new agreement 
would then make the Clinic the owners 
and operators of their own “preventative 
health care facility” on what would then 
be former city land. Would you really 
want to enter this kind of business deal 
with the same entity that ran our 108 
year old hospital into insolvency? Sounds 
like a pretty sweet deal for the Clinic.

Maybe I’m painting a bad picture of 
the Clinic, don’t get me wrong, I think we 
as citizens are very lucky to have the world 
renowned Clinic facility in Cleveland. 
They have many accomplishments in the 
fields of medicine. I, however, do not feel 
that they have done their due diligence 
pertaining to their commitment they 
had made to the citizens of Lakewood 

and surrounding areas to run and oper-
ate our hospital. It also appears that they 
have steered the ship in the direction they 
wanted it to go to best serve their interests 
apparently backing our city adminis-
trators into a corner with nowhere to go 
other then the direction the Clinic wants.

As our council people, I ask that 
you look long and hard at this agree-
ment. Where is the lost tax revenue that 
the hospital generates going to come 
from? Where will our citizens, who I 
know will not all be saved from preven-
tative medicine go when hospitalization 
is necessary? If Lakewood Hospital is 
gone, which has always been one of our 
strongest assets and made this city so 
attractive, how will this affect future 
families looking for a place to live? 
Have you reached out to the people of 
Lakewood who voted for school levy 
after school levy to support rebuild-
ing our school buildings, because they 
know the value of these institutions in 
our city, to see how they truly feel about 
this? Is there no other way?

Thank you for your service to our 
city.

Sincerely,
Jeff Snyder

Lakewood Hospital Is 
Not Dead Yet!
by Bob Soltis

Like the good knight did for his 
servant Patsy shot with an arrow in the 
1975 movie Monty Python and the Holy 
Grail, many people have assumed it’s 
all over for Lakewood Hospital. Despite 
what the Cleveland Clinic and Mayor 
Summers would have you believe, 
Lakewood Hospital is alive and well.

As I said at the public forum on 
March 10, a decision-maker has to 
have all of the facts. Although the City 
Council’s consultant has yet to review 
the situation or give its expertise, too 
many have already pronounced the 
hospital terminally ill or even dead. 

Yogi Berra put it this way: “It ain’t 
over until it’s over.” Although the hospital 
building is in good shape and a 35 per-
cent increase in job growth is expected 
in Lakewood, the Clinic and the Mayor 
insist the hospital is unsustainable. The 
naysayers claim “Geography (the lake) 
limits us to the North.” “Lakewoodites 
don’t go to Lakewood Hospital.” “The 
trend is away from inpatient services.”

Such limiting beliefs belie the facts. 
As a retired administrative law judge 
who spent the majority of his work day 
the last three years deciding whether 
Medicare will pay for inpatient hospi-
tal services, I can tell you that inpatient 
services aren’t quite dead yet, either; the 
hearing backlog of inpatient hospital 
claims is public knowledge. As for the 
argument that Lakewoodites don’t go 
to Lakewood Hospital, the Cleveland 
Clinic already moved cardiology services 
to Fairview Hospital, and as one woman 
put it at the public forum, Cleveland 
Clinic didn’t make it easy to admit her 
mother to Lakewood Hospital. 

The Clinic has been pulling the 
rug out from under Lakewood Hospi-

tal for quite some time; for example, 
as of January 2014, it transferred inpa-
tient screening services to Westlake. If 
you really want to do something, you’ll 
find a way; if you don’t, you’ll find an 
excuse. We’ve had enough of the Clin-
ic’s and of Mayor Summers’ excuses 
and the lack of transparency.

Instead of treating the hospital like 
a white elephant, let’s make it a way to 
wellness. Change its name to Lakewood 
Medical Center to describe and encom-
pass its wellness mission. Another speaker 
at the forum suggested using some of the 
empty beds for inpatient mental health. 
The Lakewood Hospital Association 
could reach out to the VA so veterans don’t 
have to go all the way to the East side. The 
RTA has its Cleveland Clinic line heading 
east; we can say “Go West for Wellness 
to Lakewood Medical Center.” Put bike 
racks in front of the hospital to encour-
age healthy habits, decrease pollution, and 
decrease congestion.

We can also reach out to other 
potential suitors. It’s our hospital, not 
Cleveland Clinic’s hospital - and it’s 
not Mayor Summers’ hospital either.

This situation is an excellent oppor-
tunity for you to keep Lakewood a great 
place to live and work. How? Attend our 
4 p.m. meetings at the Lakewood Library 
on Saturday, April 11 and Sunday, April 
19. Write a letter or send a postcard to 
your council member; you can get the 
addresses on the Save Lakewood Hospital 
website www.savelakewoodhospital.org.

In the Navy, we lived by “Don’t 
give up the ship.” Let’s not give up on 
our hospital, either.

Lakewood resident Bob Soltis is a 
scientist, a former Navy Judge Advocate, 
and a retired federal administrative law 
judge.

An Open Letter To Winter
Dear Mr. Winter,

As I look out my window, I see 
flakes of snow falling to the ground. 
It is March 27, and although spring is 
about a week old, you insist on letting 
us know that you have not given up 
your cold icy grip. As a matter of fact, 
this weekend is supposed to be very 
cold, with high temperatures barely 
in the 20s and wind chills even more 
brutal. You must understand, it is not 
the snow that offends me. Lord knows 
Cleveland often sees the white stuff well 
into April. Who can forget the home 
opener in 2007, when we had so much 
snow the next series was moved to Mil-
waukee. Yes Milwaukee, not exactly 
known for its tropical breezes and 
blazing sunshine. The record snow-
fall was set in the winter of 2004-2005, 
when we received 117.9 inches. The last 
measurable amount that year was April 
24, and we had trace amounts on May 
2-3-4 that year.

I have lived in Cleveland all but 2 of 
my 60 years, most of them in Lakewood. 
For the past 23 years I have lived in an 
apartment along the shores of Lake 
Erie. I love witnessing the daily changes 
that take place on the tenth largest lake 
in the world. We had a few days in the 
last few weeks when the temperature 
“soared” into the 40s and 50s. The ice 
was beginning to melt. Not completely, 
but enough to give one hope. Heck, 
even one day the winds were so vigor-

ous out of the south that there was no 
trace of it, except for the ice clinging to 
the shoreline. It seems that it had been 
sent back to Canada, where it belongs. 
The inevitable happened, and the north 
wind pushed the ice back southward to 
the waters just outside my window. And 
now the cold has returned and the slush 
has turned back into the tundra. In the 
23 years I have lived along the lake I do 
not ever remember the ice lasting into 
April, which given the forecast for the 
next few days, it surely will. Those of 
us who live along the lake know what 
that means. When Betsy Kling or Jeff 
Tanchak gives us the forecast saying, 
“Temps will be in the 60s today, except 
cooler along the lake!” So even though 
the people in Parma and Olmsted Falls 
will be toasty, at about 1 o’clock, the 
winds will come from the north at those 
of us along the lake, and we will be lucky 
to make it out of the 40s, in May.

So please Mr. Winter, ease up a lit-
tle. The frigid February was bad enough 
with wind chills approaching 30 below 
and highs not even reaching 5 degrees, 
many of us think we can’t take anymore! 
To paraphrase a song made famous by 
Diana Ross and the Supremes, “Let me 
go why don’t you babe, get out of my life 
why don’t you babe, I don’t really need 
you, you just keep on hanging on, ooo 
ooo ooo ooo!”

Your frosty, frozen friend,
Tom Lahey
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Michelle Mehaffey Taylor Listing Specialist with EZ Sales Team at Keller Williams

•  Comprehensive marketing to largest range of qualified Buyers
• Exceptional personalized service and consistent communication
• Exclusive representation and no “junk-fee’s”

Your Lakewood Neighbor 
aNd reaL estate expert

“I’m proud to call Lakewood my home. As a resident and full-time Realtor, I offer first hand 
knowledge in selling your Lakewood home for maximum market value and strive to provide  
a stress-free experience.” -Michelle Mehaffey Taylor

Considering selling your home? Contact Michelle today for a listing consult.

216.233.8316    Michelle@eZsalesteam.com

216-287-7468/216-228-0138 office • www.allurepainting.net

NAT-25536-1

Quality interior and exterior  
painting for over a decade

OWNER ON SITE
FREE ESTIMATES
Now scheduling  

exterior house painting!

440.823.3917
28

years
in

business!
WWW.DWNATURE.COM

No job too big or too small.

hriroofing.com
216 376 2404

HIRE LOCAL AND SAVE
HRI Story

Lakewood based company that has a track 
record of offering affordable roof solutions 
for large Lakewood roof projects. HRI has 
replaced more roofs in Lakewood in the past 
three years than any other company. Offer-
ing best combination of quality of work and 
fair market pricing. Success in the simple 
concept of hiring the guys who do the work 
themselves (NO SUBCONTRACTING). All 
roof replacements come standard with 15 
year Warranty on workmanship. List of over 
100 Lakewood References upon request.
Licensed   Bonded   Insured

Complete Roof Restoration (All Types)
 • Slate
 • Tile
 • Shingle
 • Flat
Attic Insulation
All Exterior Repairs
Gutter Cleaning
Gutter Guard
Gutter Replace

$500
Off
Roof

Replace

Radon Gas - Be Aware Not Scared
by Michelle Mehaffey Taylor

Radon is still a mystery to many 
homeowners and new buyers. Some 
may be aware that it is something to be 
concerned about, but not exactly sure 
how it can affect their family’s health. 
It’s important to know the facts and 
safety measures.

Understanding what radon is
Radon is a tasteless, odorless, 

invisible gas—which comes from the 
natural breakdown of uranium in soil, 
rock, and water. If this happens out 
in the open, the radon quickly dissi-
pates and poses no risk. The problem 
arises when radon gets trapped inside 
a structure. Radon levels can build up 
to a point where they are dangerous for 
humans. In fact, radon gas is consid-
ered the second leading cause of lung 
cancer in the United States. According 
to Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), radon contamination causes 
nearly 20,000 deaths a year.

Radon Testing in Lakewood
The EPA considers any homes 

with results 4.0 picocuries per liter 
or higher, at risk. Lakewood fairs 
better than other west shore commu-
nities with radon scores. “Lakewood 
has relatively lower readings with 
only 25% of homes averaging over 
4.0 – these are primarily homes in 
northwest Lakewood where the soil is 
soft and has more sand. The remain-
ing 75% test in the safe range, which 
tend to be homes in the southern, and 
eastern borders of the city. That area 
has a hard, clay soil,” says John Larto, 
a licensed Inspector with Bowman 
Home Inspection. Homeowners and 
buyers alike should consider Radon 
testing. When you are purchasing, 
a licensed Radon Inspector can test 
at the time of your general home 
inspection. This typically takes 48-96 
hours with results to you within 24 
hours. Current owners can pick up 
a radon test kit at Lakewood Hard-
ware. The simple do-it-yourself tests 
are affordable, reliable, and require 
minimum set-up. It is recommended 

that owners repeat Radon tests every 
few years, and when the soil has been 
disturbed from remodeling or new 
construction.

What to do about Radon
If your results are 4.0 or higher, 

check with the Ohio EPA for a list 
of qualified mitigation contractors. 
While some of the solutions are sim-
ple, it is not a DIY job. If you don’t do it 
right, you might actually increase the 
level of radon, or compromise the air 
quality in your house. A radon mitiga-
tion contractor will be able to tell you 
what kind of radon control system 
will be most effective for your home. 
Most of the systems range in cost from 

$900 to $1,500. The mitigation system 
itself is a pipe placed into your foun-
dation which extends to the roof of 
the home. A fan draws the radon up 
from the ground, and out to the top 
of the pipe, where it becomes diluted 
with the outside air. Your contractor 
will be able to explain maintenance of 
the system, and tips for keeping your 
home safe, such as continually check-
ing for, and sealing up, cracks in your 
foundation.

Michelle Mehaffey-Taylor is a 
Lakewood resident and licensed Real-
tor with Keller Williams EZ Sales 
Team - Michelle@EZSalesTeam.com; 
MyLakewoodLiving.com.

216-376-4633

Jared Evans
jared_224@yahoo.com 

We Specialize in ALL Concrete
Colored, Stamped Patios, Driveways, Sidewalks 

WATERPROOFING  •  ROOFING SERVICES 
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WITH GENERAC AUTOMATIC STANDBY GENERATORS

GeneratorPros
a Division of Shepp Electric / Sales, Parts and Service

YOU CAN’T CONTROL WHEN YOUR
POWER GOES OUT . . .

YOU CAN CONTROL WHEN YOUR
POWER COMES ON!

“Area’s
Leading” GENERA C “ELITE PO WER PR O” W ar r anty Dealer & Installer!

“Ov er 1,400 Systems Installed!”

UNITS IN STOCK NOW! 
INST ALL ATION IN ONE DA Y!!

 www.GeneratorPros.com

GeneratorPros.com
a Division of Shepp Electric / Sales, Parts and Service

877-423-9010

Area’s Leading 

Dealer

America’s #1 Selling Generator

HOME or BUSINESS 
Standby Generator Systems
for AUTOMATIC BACKUP 

POWER PROTECTION
24 hours a day / 7 days a week
PERMANENTLY INSTALLED 

on Natural Gas or Propane

“OVER 2,500 Systems Installed!”
30 years Experience$200 OFF

Any Installed
Generator System

Expires June 30, 2015
(not valid with any other offer)

SERVICE, LTD.
We have been a family owned business since 1980.

We can handle all of your electrical needs.

Come see us at our booth at The Old House Fair
on April 18 for more information about our services!

440.356.7450  |  e-mail: scottelectrical@cox.net

www.scottelectricalservice.com

SCOTT electrical

AHHH! What’s Happening To Our Big Trees?!
by John Palmer

I’m sure that’s been a major topic 
of conversation the past few weeks. 
As an arborist who loves big trees, I 
understand the sentiment. In hopes 
of dispelling rumors, let me get some 
answers straight from the horse’s 
mouth (my apologies).

Chris Perry, ISA Certified Arbor-
ist and Public Works Unit Manager 
was the City’s representative on the 
Tree Task Force I served on. He was 
an invaluable resource for us, and a 
tireless advocate for bigger trees and a 
larger, healthier, and more diverse tree 
canopy. For what it’s worth, I have a 
high degree of confidence in his stew-
ardship of our tree canopy’s present 
and future. That being said, when I 
contacted him about trying to help 
citizens understand the what and why 
of tree removals, he responded in great 
detail. Here are some of his thoughts:

“I can assure you that all the trees 
that we will remove this year are in a 
serious state of decline and that the 
need and strategy to remove is well 
thought out and measured. We do not 
remove healthy trees. We actually iden-
tify trees with structural defects that 
can be pruned to make safe and retain 
ecological services citywide on a much 
more consistent basis than removals. 
Last year we addressed over 40 trees 
with structural defects on Clifton Blvd 

Another massive tree removal on Clifton Blvd.

alone to help prolong the life of certain 
trees.”

“We have had trees on Clifton lit-
erally explode and/or break apart from 
multiple canopy structural defects 
in sever storm events, yet the bottom 
20-25 feet of the trunks had little or no 
decay present.”

The process of identifying “at 
risk” trees is complex, with the only 
way of being relatively sure is to do an 
“autopsy” after the tree is cut down. 
Obviously, that’s not a good way to 
retain a sizable tree canopy. As an 

ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualified 
arborist, I understand the challenges. 
Chris is quite right when he says, “In 
regard to oak trees, the condition of 
a stump does not always tell the story 
of what was discovered or observed in 
the upper portion of the main leader, 
weak/rotting branch attachments or 
the canopy condition as a whole.” 

You might remember that 3 years 
ago, about 20 hazardous trees on Clif-
ton were removed. Unfortunately, 
many of the trees on Clifton are near-
ing the end of their healthy life. In 
urban environments, trees simply do 
not live as long due to much harsher 
conditions. As a result, municipal 
arborists need to be proactive. Chris 
continues:

“We identify and keep an inven-
tory of potential hazard trees and 
rank them accordingly for strategic 
removals each year to strike the proper 
balance of a safe, growing and much 
more diverse tree canopy along Clifton 
Blvd., and citywide as well.”

 There are currently 123 large oaks 
on Clifton, and the City has an inven-
tory of trees based on size, so they can 
keep an eye on the next generation of 
large trees in Lakewood. You will con-
tinue to see a few large at-risk trees 
removed each year by the City over the 
next few years due to identified defects 
and concerns, but no wholesale remov-
als like we just witnessed.

15 of these newly vacant sites will 
be re-planted this spring. A few will 
have to wait until fall. A couple of the 
sites can’t be replanted due to utility 
conflicts.

Under Chris’ guidance, since 2013, 
all new Clifton trees are planted at 
least 5-feet off of center to allow more 
canopy space at maturity in relation 
to utility lines, rather than directly 
underneath as was done in the past.

“Please note that all the big trees 
along Clifton were already at their 
current height when the utility lines 
that you see today were installed in 
1962, after Clifton was widened from a 
4-lane road to a 6-lane road in the late 
1950s. At that time the big trees were 
‘limbed up’ to create space for the new 
power lines underneath the highest 
branches.”

We’ve all see the damage structur-
ally unsound trees can do when storms 
role in. Due to Chris’ leadership, we 
will have a safer, healthier, and more 
diverse tree canopy in the coming years, 
and even decades. This may be a hard 
time to be a tree person in Lakewood, 
but our children, grandchildren, and 
future Lakewood residents may well 
look back on this time and commend 
us for our willingness to do what was 
necessary to maintain Lakewood as 
truly a City of Trees.

John Palmer is an ISA Certified 
Arborist and member of the Keep 
Lakewood Beautiful Tree Committee.

216.970.5779
maggiesellslakewood.com

Maggie Robinson 
Realtor®

Looking for the perfect home?
Looking for the right buyer for your home?

Call Maggie,  
Maggie SELLS Lakewood! 

Official Realtor of the RNC rentals! 
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

Lakewood’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Serving Lakewood
For Over 20 Years

That’s What All The People Say

HEATING•COOLING
Air Conditioners
Furnaces, Boilers

Chris Bergin
216.244.7175

Chris@ChrisBergin.com

Your  
Lakewood 

Specialist

Go to www.HomeValuesInLakewood.info
and register

Lakewood Observed

Over 50 exhibtors, plumbers, carpenters, electricians,
contractors, masons, landscapers, painters, plasterers,

Everything you need to keep your Lakewood home in shape!

SEMINARS!!!
Property Value 101: 

Impact of Repairing & Renovating Your Home from 11:00-12:00pm
This This workshop will be led by William J. Gaydos, SRA, 

from William J. Gaydos & Assoc., LLC. The workshop will focus on 
educating homeowners on what property value actually is, 

how numbers are calculated and insight into home repairs that create 
and  improve value. This is a workshop that can't be missed!

Everything You Need to Know About 
Energy Audits from 12:15-1:15pm

A GoodCents Building PerfoA GoodCents Building Performance Institute (BPI) certified 
auditor  will discuss the benefits of having an energy 

audit completed on your home. 

How to Contract A Repair 1:30-2:30pm
Allison Urbanek, Housing Outreach Director at LakewoodAlive will present 

a workshop on the best practices of contracting a repair. She will 
provide participants with helpful information that will make the chore of 

contcontracting a repair into an informed, easy process. This workshop 
will highlight the necessary steps to get things done 

correctly the first time, saving time and money.

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for this 
free event that will save you time and money!
Make sure to like the Lakewood Old 
House Fair on facebook to get updates 
on participants and workshops.
Thank you to Lakewood Hardware, The 
LaLakewood Observer, Planet Care and the 
many volunteers who help to make this 
event a success each year. 
We look forward to seeing you at the fair!

LAKEWOOD 
OLD HOUSE FAIR

Saturday April 18, 10am - 3pm
Harding Middle School

Kauffman Park Friends

Snow Sculpting Contest Melts Away
by Meg Ostrowski

There was plenty of snow for this 
year’s Kauffman Park Friends Snow 
Sculpting Contest! Fourteen artists 
braved below normal temperatures 
this winter to build eight spectacu-
lar sculptures. Individuals, families, 
teams, businesses and organizations 

were invited to participate by sculpting 
snow creations in the park and submit-
ting photos of their work. The first ten 
artists enjoyed hot beverages compli-
ments of The Root Café and each artist 
was eligible for a raffle drawing. Prizes 
included tickets to an upcoming show 
at Beck Center for the Arts and extra 

large pizzas from Roman Fountain.
Lakewood designer, Deb Riddle 

and Lakewood artist, Jill Milenski 
judged the entries submitted in three 
categories.

The Best Individual sculpture award 
went to Bridget Jablonski for her colorful 
pony “Rainbow Dash.” The Best Fam-

ily sculpture award went to The Banfield 
Family for their “Snow Lion” with its 
grassy mane and the Best Team sculp-
ture award went to fourth graders, Julia 
Kompier and Rosie Lipka for their blue 
spotted “Snow Leopard.”  Other sculp-
tures included “Snow Car,” “Snow Kitty, 
“Sam the Snowman,” “Snow Octopus” 
and “Snow Hugs.” You can view them all 
at kauffmanparkfriends.org.

Thank you to The Root Café, Beck 
Center for the Arts and Roman Foun-
tain Pizza for their generous donations, 
to Adkins Printing, LakewoodAlive, 
Lakewood Chamber of Commerce, 
Lakewood Public Library, Lakewood 
YMCA and The Lakewood Observer 
for promotional support, to judges Deb 
Riddle and Jill Milenski and to all of 
the participants.

LakewoodAlive Hires Mark McNamara 
For Community Engagement Position
by Ken Brand

LakewoodAlive is excited to 
announce that Mark McNamara was 
hired on March 9, 2015 as the orga-
nization’s first part-time Community 
Engager. As a component of Lakewoo-
dAlive’s Housing Outreach efforts, the 
Community Engagement Program 
will bring attention to the Birdtown 
and Scenic Park neighborhoods that 
are in need of a special focus. Mark 
will be responsible for working with 
Lakewood residents in those neigh-
borhoods, as well as with community 
partners, to strengthen and engage 
residents to ultimately grow commu-
nity pride and to provide access to 
resources.

This will be done through activi-
ties like workshops, community meals, 
resource fairs and one-on-one inter-

“Rainbow Dash” won the Best Indi-
vidual sculpture award.

actions that will improve health and 
safety in our neighborhoods through 
home improvements and increased 
interactions with available commu-
nity resources. Work is primarily with 
low- to moderate-income residents and 
is intended to strengthen Lakewood’s 
housing stock by facilitating exterior 
improvements, abating code violations, 
and connecting residents to resources 
to help them remain in their home and 
stabilize Lakewood’s neighborhoods.

Mark, a Lakewood resident, is 
married to Meghan and has two chil-
dren Quinn and Deirdre. Along with 
his love for old homes and a strong 
community, he is a passionate youth 
baseball coach. He’s been at the helm 
of the Weasels team for the past twelve 
years.

“I am most looking forward to 

connecting with the people in the Bird-
town and Scenic Park neighborhoods,” 
he recently stated. “This city is so rich 
in culture and tradition and I look for-
ward to helping these neighborhoods 
grow and thrive.”

Mark graduated from St. Edward 
High School and Cleveland State Uni-
versity. He later worked for (and retired 
from) the Cuyahoga County Depart-
ment of Children and Family Services 
where he was a social worker dealing 
with child abuse, neglect and adoptions.

To contact Mark, please email him 
at mmcnamara@lakewoodalive.com 
or call 216-659-2204.

For more information about Lake-
woodAlive and the Housing Outreach 
Program, please visit LakewoodAlive.
com or call 216-521-0655.
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HEATING &       
COOLING

SERVING LAKEWOOD SINCE 1922

SALES  n  SERVICE  n  INSTALLATION

CALL US TODAY!

216-521-7000
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

$15 
off

$125 
off

any  
service call

any furnace 
or A/C  

installation

The OTHER LENDER in DOWNTOWN LAKEWOOD

14701 Detroit Avenue #750 • Lakewood, OH 44107
 www.theDelevaGroup.com/LO.html

John DeLeva - Sr. Loan Officer

John@theDelevaGroup.com

216.228.UOWN(8696) 

FHA 203(k)
Rehabilitation Loan*
NO SECOND MORTGAGE!

No Equity Required
Credit Challenges Welcome

Own a Home? Unlock its Potential!

• Kitchen/Bath
• Garage
• Addition(s)

• Siding
• New Roof
• Electrical

• New Flooring
• New Appliances
• And Many More!

NMLS# (Branch) 265051
NMLS # (LOAN OFFICER) 250474
Ohio License # (Loan Officer) 029367.00

theDeLevagroup
“DOING GOOD THINGS FOR GOOD PEOPLE”

Enter Code #203

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.

ank-you for making Rozi’s Wine House, Inc.
Northeast Ohio’s #1 Ranked Wine Store (Cleveland & Scene Magazines)

NOW OPEN!
Choose a select bottle (or glass)

of wine or draft beer from
from the Café Menu

OR
Browse Cleveland’s 

#1 #1 Rated Wine Store and
choose any bottle of wine or

beer from the shelves and take
it back to the porch to enjoy.

14900 Detroit Ave. • 216.221.1119

www.rozis.com
WE SHIP WORLDWIDE

New Gift Catalog 
now-online and in the store. 
Holiday Season is 
quickly approaching.
Be sure to check out 
our new award winning Gift Basket Selctions

Hours
Mon. - urs.
7:30am - 7pm

Fri. Sat.
7:30am - 9pm

Sunday
1212am - 5pm

Café service ends 
15 minutes prior to closing.

LEPRECHAUNLEPRECHAUN

24545 CENTER RIDGE RD. (between Clague & Columbia Rd.) 440-250-LOCO (5626)

10% OFF 
Your Check
Dine-In Only. Not valid with other 

coupons or discounted items. 
Expires April 28 2015 (LO)

Mexican Monday $1.25 Beef Tacos 
$2 chicken Tacos,  $2.50 Fish Tacos

Tuesday $6 Half Pound classic Burger 
Wednesday chicken Paprikash Lunch 

$5.99 dinner $7.99

THursday Jumbo Wings 59 cents
Friday Fish Fry Lake erie Perch

Handmade Pierogies
saT./sun. Penne Pasta $6.99

CHEF OPERATED KITCHEN - Open Everyday til 2am

LOCO HOUR EVERY DAY! 
11 am - 7 pm : $2 Drafts 

$2.25 Bottles • $2.50 Well Drinks
Best Corned Beef and Burgers In Town!

Visit Sicily Without  
Leaving Home

since 1990  •  23 Years in business!

Fresh authentic italian cuisine
Pizza • Pasta • Sandwiches • Salads • Wings

www.nunziospizza.net

now serving 4 Locations!
Lakewood • Fairview Park   
Cleveland • Akron Campus

17615 Detroit Ave.  •  216-228-2900

oPen:
Monday - saturday

4pm - 3:30am
Deliveries until 3:30am

sunday
2pm - 1:30am

Deliveries until 1:30am
Available Items: Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms, Onions, Green Peppers, Anchovies, Ham, 

Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black Olives, Hot Peppers, Ground Meat & Artichoke Hearts

small
6 cut - 9”

 $6.50
 $7.00
 $7.50
 $8.00
 $8.50
 $9.00
 $0.50
 $1.00

Medium
8 cut - 12”

 $8.00
 $8.75
 $9.50
 $10.25
 $11.00
 $11.75
 $0.75
 $1.50

Large
12 cut - 16”

 $10.50
 $11.50
 $12.50
 $13.50
 $14.50
 $15.50
 $1.00
 $2.00

Party tray
Half Sheet

$11.50
$13.00
$14.50
$16.00
$17.50
$19.00
$1.50
$2.50

Plain
1 Item
2 Items
3 Items
4 Items
Deluxe
Extra Items
Extra Cheese

PIZZA

U.S. CommerCe ASSoCiAtion 
BEst of ClEvElanD for 2 ConsECutIvE YEars

2009 & 2010

A Little Bit of Italy
IN LAKEWOOD, OHIO WWW.PEPPERSLAKEWOOD.COM

12401 Detroit Avenue • (216) 226-6191
Open Everyday: M-Th 5-10, F-Sat 5-11, Sun 5-9

WINNER  
“best pepperoni pizza”
2013 Kiwanis Pizza Bake-Off

Isn’t it time you tried the BEST?

Lakewood Family 
owned & operated

1st place Best Specialty, 2nd place Overall 
favorite, 2nd place Best Pepperoni

2015 Kiwanis Pizza Bake-Off

WINNER  
“best specialty pizza”

2014 Kiwanis Pizza Bake-Off


