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The “way” we do things is as important as “what” we’re doing. 
Councilman Tom Bullock (9.12.06  Observation Deck)

GOP Debate Brings Spotlight To Cleveland
And The Lakewood Observer Is There
by Mike Deneen

After much anticipa-
tion, the first 2016 Republican 
Presidential Debate came to 
Cleveland on August 6, 2015 
at Quicken Loans Arena. As 
with most things political, 
Lakewood residents viewed 
this event through a partisan 
lens. Local Republicans hoped 
it would be a first step toward 
capturing the White House. 
Lakewood Democrats saw it 
as a chance to see media sensa-
tion Donald Trump and the 16 
other candidates, widely dis-
paraged as “The Clown Car.” 
There is one point upon which 
both sides could agree….
the event went very well for 
Cleveland. The city hosted 
thousands of visitors, and 

LO reporter, Mike Deneen, interviewing presidential  hopeful Rick 
Santorum during the first GOP debate of the 2016 election.

debate protests were peaceful. 
It was an excellent preview for 
what everyone hopes will be a 
successful GOP Convention at 
“The Q” in summer 2016.

Thanks primarily to 
Donald Trump, the 9 p.m. pri-

metime portion 
of the debate was 
viewed by 24 mil-
lion people, a 
record audience 
for a non-sports 
cable TV broad-
cast. The 9 p.m. 
stage consisted of 
the top ten candi-
dates in national 
polls, including 

continued on page 5

Get Creative With Bike For 
Beck And Super Saturday
by Pat Miller

Beck Center for the Arts’ 
fourth annual Bike for Beck 
was canceled in May when 
heavy rain flooded the Cleve-
land Metroparks. The ride, 
in which cyclists can choose 
between 12-, 25-, or 60-mile 
routes, has been rescheduled 
for Saturday, August 22 with 
registration taking place from 

7 to 9 a.m. Riders who regis-
tered for the original May 31 
date do not have to re-regis-
ter. August 22 also marks the 
return of Beck Center’s popu-
lar Super Saturday event from 
9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Bike for Beck is a fundrais-
ing cycling tour that benefits 
programming at Beck Center 
for the Arts. The rides through 

the Cleveland Metroparks 
begin and end at Beck Center, 
located at 17801 Detroit Ave-
nue in Lakewood. The cost is 
$40 per cyclist and includes 
a t-shirt and rider packet for 
the first 175 registrants. SAG 
support and snack stops are 
also located throughout the 
routes. Group rates are avail-
able by calling Lauren Brocone 
at 216.521.2540 x19, and 
rider registration is available 
at beckcenter.org. Children 
under 12 may ride free with 
a paid adult rider. A 1-mile 
“Kidical Mass” for children of 
all ages will begin at 8:30 a.m. 
Registration is not required for 
“Kidical Mass,” but all riders 
must be accompanied by an 
adult and wear helmets to par-
ticipate. 

Once the rides have begun, 
Super Saturday will return for 
a morning of family-friendly 
music and arts activities. This 
free, popular early childhood 
event is ideal for ages 1 through 
7, with friends and siblings 
up to age 10 taking part. The 
fun begins at 9:30 a.m. on the 
Mackey Main Stage with “Hear 
& Touch the Music” featuring 
piano, followed by a plethora 

Mayor, City Council Invite Citizens To Share
Ideas For Lakewood’s Downtown Development
by Colin McEwen
City of Lakewood’s Public 
Information Officer

“What’s your vision for 5.7 
acres of valuable Lakewood prop-
erty in the heart of its downtown 
district?” That’s the question that 
economic development experts 
ask in a series of visioning work-
shops starting on August 19. 
Open to the public, the work-

Mayor Summers Receives Advisory Opinions 
From Ohio Ethics Commission
by Jim O’Bryan

On May 1, 2015, the Ohio 
Ethics Commission sent Law 
Director Kevin Butler an advi-
sory opinion based, in part, on 
Butler’s hypothetical question 
of: “Can the Mayor participate 
in decisions regarding the clos-
ing of Lakewood Hospital if 
his wife serves on the board of 
the foundation?” In response 
to Butler’s question, Ohio Eth-
ics Commission Staff Advisory 
Attorney John Rawski opined 
that, “If the proposed agree-
ment with the Cleveland Clinic 
would result in the dissolution 
or alteration of the founda-
tion from its present form, the 
mayor cannot participate in 
decisions regarding the closing 
of Lakewood Hospital.”

A second Ohio Ethics 
Commission advisory opin-

ion dated May 8, 2015, clarifies 
that, as long as Wendy Sum-
mers remains Mayor Summers’ 
wife and on the Lakewood 
Hospital Foundation Board, 
Mayor Summers is forbidden 
from participating in any dis-
cussions regarding the closing 
of Lakewood Hospital.

And, yet, Mayor Summers 
has not only participated in 
discussions surrounding the 
closing of Lakewood Hospital 
in the past and present, Mayor 
Summers has been on record 
as leading the discussion, and 
recommending the closing of 
the Lakewood Hospital.

So what role does the 
Ohio Ethics Commission have 
in addressing potential ethics 
violations?

The Ohio Ethics Commis-
sion has many functions. One 

function is to address “hypo-
thetical” questions like the two 
Butler submitted on behalf of 
Mayor Summers and his wife 
in the form of advisory opin-
ions, which are intended to continued on page 17

shops will teach citizens how to 
think like developers and offer 
them opportunities to design 
uses for the land currently occu-
pied by Lakewood Hospital. 

“Though no decisions have 
yet been made about how or 
where health care will continue 
to be provided to our citizens in 
the future, we must continue to 
move forward to build our city,” 

said Lakewood Mayor Michael 
Summers. “There has been a lot 
of conversation about the con-
sequences of losing Lakewood 
Hospital. But the fact is that 
the City owns nearly 6 acres of 
very valuable land that is in high 
demand for many interesting 
uses. We need to focus on future 
gains from investing in that 

continued on page 15
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help individuals such as Mike 
and Wendy Summers avoid 
ethics violations in the future. 
These advisory opinions are 
not intended to address prior or 
current ethics violations.

In order to address prior or 
current ethics violations, some-
one must first file a “charge 
or allegation of unethical 

Trump, perceived front-run-
ners such as Jeb Bush and Scott 
Walker, and local favorite John 
Kasich (Ohio’s Governor). The 5 
p.m. debate, which consisted of 

the seven lowest-polling candi-
dates, pulled 6.1 million viewers, 
which is also a very strong num-
ber by historical standards.

Although the debates 
began at 5 p.m., there was a 
full day of activity downtown. 
National media descended on 
Cleveland in the early morn-
ing, with morning shows such 
as “Morning Joe” reporting 
from downtown. Media trucks 
were lined around “The Q”, 
and the media filing room was 
busy by 9 a.m. Downtown had 
a festive atmosphere during 
the day, not unlike Indians’ 
Opening Day or a Cavs playoff 

Mike  Deneen compares notes with MSNBC’s 
Steve Kornacki host of Up With Steve Kornacki..

continued on page 3
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The mission of the Lakewood Observer is to attract, articulate, and amplify civic 

intelligence and community good will in the city of Lakewood and beyond.

Become an Observer!
 As a product of citizen journalism, The Lakewood Observer is looking for people, ages 3-100, 
to get involved in the paper and the city. We are looking for volunteer writers, photographers, 

designers, and illustrators to help with the production of the paper. It does not matter if you are 
a professional or amateur, our editorial staff will be glad to help you through the process.

 Register to our website Member Center where you can submit stories, press releases, letters to the 
editor, photos. No need to register to post online calendar or classified ads.

 Upcoming Submission Deadline Publish Date
 Sunday, August 23, 2015 Tuesday, September 1, 2015
 Sunday, September 6, 2015 Tuesday, September 15, 2015

www.lakewoodobserver.com – 216.712.7070
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West End Tavern presents:

18514 Detroit Avenue, 
Lakewood, OH  44107
phone: 216-521-7684 

fax: 216-521-9518 

“Sunday Brunch”
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

A 20-Year Lakewood Tradition
Eggs Benedict • Eggs Sardoux • 

Stuffed French Toast • Pot Roast Hash
Omelets • Fritatas • and more!

featuring our famous
"Mega Mimosas"

“Saturday
Bloody Mary Bar”

Create Your Own - 11 a.m.

Serving Breakfast/Lunch
featuring our famous 

Gourmet Meatloaf Stack and 
Savory Pot Roast

Voted Best Hamburger 
On The Northcoast!

HOT OFF THE DECK - WHERE LAKEWOOD TALKS
http://lakewoodobserver.com/forum

Topic Author Posts             LO Reads Date Posted
Huron Releases Final Analysis Jennifer Pae 18 950 Mon Aug 17
 of Proposed Plan for Lakewood 
Dru Siley’s Game mark buckley 6 478 Mon Aug 17
SAVE LAKEWOOD HOSPITAL Fundraiser Pam Wetula 1 141 Mon Aug 17 
 at Bobby O’s  8/23/15 
Pam Smith, In Your Own Words, Matthew Markling 14 811 Mon Aug 17
 What Are The Specific Plans? 
Huron Report Exposes LHA Leaders Brian Essi 3 246 Mon Aug 17 
 As Incompetent and Worse 
“Right to Vote” 2300 Signatures Michael Deneen 3 122 Mon Aug 17
Tom Bullock Responds To  Matthew Markling 3 247 Mon Aug 17
 Lakewood Hospital Questions 
Why And/Or How Does  im O’Bryan 50 3453 Mon Aug 17,
 Build Lakewood Know More Than...
Jenn, who pays the city for Marguerite Harkness 14 1165 Mon Aug 17
 parking in garage? 
The $500,000 Mayoral Race?  Bill Call 2 190 Mon Aug 17
City Hall To Violate Sunshine  Matthew Markling 4 477 Sun Aug 16
 Laws On Hospital - Yet Again 
Chevy Served Over-Easy At 3am Jim O’Bryan 3 698 Sun Aug 16
 On Atkins This Morning

Rep. Antonio To Host 
Legislative Update In Lakewood
by Nickie Antonio

State Rep. Nickie J. Antonio 
(D-Lakewood) will host a legislative 
update on August 24th from 3 pm to 
5pm. The meeting will take place in the 
Multi-purpose room of the Lakewood 
Public Library-Main Branch.                              

District office hours are an oppor-
tunity for local residents and business 
leaders to meet and share their ideas, 
comments, questions and concerns 

with Rep. Antonio regarding all things 
relating to Ohio state government. 
These events are free and open to the 
public.

Who: State Rep. Nickie J. Antonio
What: Legislative Update                       
When: Monday, August 24 from 

3:00pm-5:00pm
Where: Lakewood Public 

Library-Main Branch 15425 Detroit 
Ave., Lakewood, OH 44107

Summer storm over the Emerald Canyon.

Kelly Babic, Kazimir Klein, and Jenn Lachendro from Dance Lakewood outside for 
the Car Kulture Show on Madison Ave. More photos on page 17.

Chevy served over easy on Atkins, 08.15.2015. No one hurt. Great work Lakewood 
Police and Fire Departments!
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City News

Lakewood Recycling Rates Continue To Climb
by Colin McEwen
City of Lakewood’s Public 
Information Officer

The Cuyahoga County Solid 
Waste District recently released its 2014 
Residential Recycling Report, and the 
results highlight Lakewood’s efforts to 
increase recycling rates.

©2009. Paid for by the United States Army. All rights reserved.

Looking for the career skills you need to stand out 
now and in the future? In the Army Reserve, you 
can strengthen your life with advanced training 
in one of over 120 careers  —  all while serving close 
to home so you can still have your civilian life. 
There’s no better place to get the edge you need to 
succeed. There’s strong. Then there’s Army Strong. 

Learn more at goarmy.com/reserve.

ARMY RESERVE

   
   

WHERE THE WORKFORCE
BECOMES A FORCE AT WORK.

For more information, visit
goarmy.com/lakewood or call SSG
Lorek at the Lakewood Recruiting
Center: 216-521-4177

The city recycled or composted 
nearly 51 percent of all waste in 2014; 
compare that to the 36.3 percent of all 
materials recycled in Cuyahoga County 
during the same time.

With more than 16,000 tons of 
total materials recycled in Lakewood, 
the city collected more tonnage than 

all but two communities (Cleveland 
Heights and Cleveland) out of the 
county’s 59 communities. Lakewood 
ranked 14th in total recycling rate.

The city has had a significant boost 
since 2009, when the recycling rate was 
42 percent.

The improvement also coincides 

with mandated recycling, and with the 
city’s switch to automated collection 
of trash and recyclables. This year, the 
city rolled out the third — and final 
— phase of the program to completely 
automate the process.

The city continues to strengthen 
its recycling programs to reduce waste. 
The higher the recycling rate, the less 
the city pays in disposal fees. City hall 
projections show an annual savings of 
both waste disposal and labor costs at 
approximately $300,000 per year.

“We need to be good stewards 
of the city’s finances, but also good 
stewards of our environment,” said 
Lakewood Mayor Michael Summers. 
“This report is affirmation of the hard 
work that we’ve put in.”

Each year the city improved its 
recycling rate. Last year, the city of 
Lakewood collected more tonnage of 
curbside recycling material in a single 
year than ever before.

“Beginning in 2016, we expect to 
see a return on investment within five 
years,” Summers said.

The automated curbside recycling 
program is proving to have an impact 
by increasing the volume of recyclable 
material the city collects each year. 
The goal is to have a 60 percent landfill 
diversion rate.

“There’s still work to be done,” 
said Summers. “We will get there.”

Work Begins On Third Phase Of 
Madison Avenue Resurfacing Project
by Colin McEwen
City of Lakewood’s Public 
Information Officer

The first two phases of the multi-
million-dollar project to resurface 
Madison Avenue are completed. Work 
on the third and final phase — from 
Bunts Road to W. 117th Street — is 
now underway. 

The selected contractor, Shelly 
Construction, is expected to begin 
removing the existing pavement near 

15309 Madison Avenue • 216.226.8616

Carabel Beauty Salon & Store

Call for an appointment for best service.
Free Private Parking. Check with Id or cash

Your coolest cuts ever 
for females of all ages!
Face framing, long whisper trims, 
    short & contoured.
Try the tea tree line of shampoos for the 
     scalp cooling too. 

phases. Traffic has been maintained 
during construction and on-street 
parking remains available. 

Resurfacing began in April on 
the west end of the 2.6-mile stretch of 
Madison Avenue, working its way east.

The traffic signalization project is 
ongoing.

Mayor Michael Summers said the 
resurfacing project is a part of the city’s 
goal to reinvest in this important com-
mercial district.

“I think everyone in Lakewood 
agrees that this project is long overdue, 
so we’re looking forward to begin-
ning — and completing — the work 
in a timely manner,” he said. “We are 
grateful for our residents’ and business 
owners’ support and patience during 
this process.”

of interactive arts experiences. Beck 
Center’s very own Big Finish Band will 
also take the stage at 10:30 a.m. Admis-
sion is free for all ages, but registration 
and adult/guardian participation is 
required. Reserve tickets today at beck-
center.org, or by calling Customer 
Service at 216.521.2540 x10.

The community partners for 
Super Saturday are Cleveland Botanical 
Garden, Great Northern Mall, Faber-
Castell, and Beck Center’s Associate 
Board. This event is proudly sponsored 
by the Lakewood Arts Festival.

Riverside Drive, and work east. The 
2.6-mile resurfacing project will take 
place in three phases.

The south side of the third phase 
could be completed as soon as August 
21; the entire project is expected to be 
finished in mid-October, weather per-
mitting.

The contractor, Shelly Construc-
tion, finished each phase before moving 
on to the next one, with repainting the 
markings as the final step in each of the 

Get Creative With Bike For Beck 
And Super Saturday

Bike for Beck is sponsored the 
Lakewood Rocky River Rotary, First 
Federal Lakewood, Lakewood Hos-
pital, Krylon, Turner Construction, 
Callahan Foundation, Faber-Castell, 
Adam J. Brinza, Dimit Architects, DS 
Benefits Group, and Minute Men. SAG 
support provided by Great Lakes React.

Beck Center for the Arts is a not-
for-profit 501(c)3 organization that 
offers professional theater productions 
on two stages, arts education program-
ming in dance, music, theater, visual 
arts, early childhood, and creative arts 
therapies.

continued from page 1

City Of Lakewood 
Encourages Residents To 
File Taxes To Avoid Prosecution
by Colin McEwen

Lakewood residents who have 
failed to file their tax returns could 
face criminal charges in Lakewood 
Municipal Court.

Through a special prosecutor, 
the city may begin filing charges in 
August, using data obtained in a part-
nership with the City of Cleveland’s 
Division of Taxation and the Internal 
Revenue Service.

“It’s much easier for taxpayers to 
call the tax department to resolve these 

issues and get set up with a payment 
plan than it is to respond to a crimi-
nal filing,” said Patricia Chittock, the 
assistant finance director for the city’s 
Division of Municipal Income Tax.

The charge — failure to file a tax 
return — is a first-degree misdemeanor. 
Those found guilty face up to six months 
in jail and a $1,000 fine per tax return.

Those who haven’t filed are 
encouraged to call the Lakewood 
Division of Municipal Income Tax at 
216-529-6620.
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City News
The Judge’s Bench: 

Rent Deposit Rights And Duties
by Patrick Carroll

Lakewood is a city of homes, and 
many of those homes are apartments 
and doubles. Most landlords take care 
of their property. When a landlord 
does not maintain or repair the prop-
erty, a tenant has a special right to 
deposit the rent into court instead of 
paying the landlord.

The rent deposit procedure pro-
vides a tenant with the ability to make 
the landlord comply with the lease 
and housing codes. The court, as the 
neutral party, will hold the rent. The 
landlord is deprived of the use of the 
rent until the repairs are made. Thus, 
a tenant becomes a code enforcement 
agent.

There are three requirements for a 
tenant to pay rent into the court.

1) The violation must sub-
stantially affect the tenant’s living 
conditions. Lakewood has a lot of 
old apartment buildings, and just 
like houses, they usually need some 
repairs. A tenant cannot deposit rent 
for minor matter like a burnt out light 
bulb or dripping faucets. The viola-
tion must have a substantial impact on 
the tenant’s use of the apartment. This 
includes lack of heat, peeling paint, 
mold, broken appliances and other vio-
lations that would prevent the tenant 
from getting the full use the apartment 
as part of the rental agreement. 

The conditions must be also be 
a violation of the lease agreement or 
statute, or a citation by the building 
department, but most violations seri-
ous enough to pay the rent into court 
will meet this requirement. The statu-
tory duties of a landlord are contained 
in Ohio Revised Code Sec. 5321.04 and 
cannot be modified by the landlord or 
passed on to the tenant.

2)  Notice to the landlord. Before 
a tenant can put their rent into court, 
the tenant must give the landlord a 
chance to make repairs. A reasonable 
time is generally 30 days, but can be 
shorter if the violation is more severe. 
Conditions that create a risk of harm 
or health hazard, such as no heat in the 
winter, rodents, unsafe electrical wires 
or plumbing may require a shorter 
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period of time. 
The best notice is in writing, stat-

ing to the landlord exactly what needs 
repair. Keep a copy for your records. If 
there is a building inspector’s report, 
attach it to your notice to the landlord. 

The notice requirement makes the 
landlord and tenant attempt to work 
out their differences before going to 
court. In some situations the landlord 
may not be aware of the defective con-
dition. A tenant may not unreasonably 
prevent the landlord from going into 
the apartment to make repairs. 

3) Current in rent. The tenant 
cannot be behind in rent or withhold 
rent because of no response to the 
landlord. Thus, if an eviction proceed-
ing is started because the rent was not 
paid to the landlord, the tenant can-
not raise the lack of repairs as a defense 
unless the rent was paid into the court.

Other limitation for rent deposit. 
A tenant cannot pay rent into court if 
the landlord owns three or fewer rental 
units and notifies the tenant of this in 
writing at the time of the rental agree-
ment. Thus, if the landlord only owns 
one double, the tenant cannot pay rent 
into court regardless of the violation if 
notice was given. If the landlord owns 
more than three rental units, even if in 
different cities, the rent deposit remedy 
is available to the tenant. A rental unit 
means actual units for rent, not build-
ings. A six suite apartment building is 
six rental units, not one. 

Once the rent is paid into court, 
the landlord gets notice. The landlord 
may apply to the court for release of the 
rent by showing:

1) Conditions have been corrected.
2) Tenant did not provide written 

notice of conditions.
3) No violations exist.
A hearing will usually be held to 

decide these issues. If the tenant shows 
at the hearing that the repairs have 
been made, the judge may reduce the 
amount of rent for the months the 
defective conditions existed. If the 
repairs have not been made the judge 
can continue to hold the rent. The 
landlord or tenant may ask the judge 
to release some of the rent to pay for 

the repairs. If the conditions are severe, 
the rental agreement may be termi-
nated and the tenant can leave before 
the end of the lease. The judge can also 
prohibit re-rental of the premises until 
the repairs have been made. A landlord 
cannot terminate a rental agreement or 
evict a tenant for paying rent into the 
court.    

There are no court costs to the ten-
ant for paying rent into court, but the 
tenant could pay the landlord’s legal 
fees if the tenant created the violation 
or acted in bad faith by paying rent 
into court when there was no violation. 
A fee may be charged by the clerk of 
court, but no more than one percent of 
the rent paid into court. The fee is not 
assessed until the rent is paid out. The 
judge can waive this fee. 

There were 33 rent deposit cases 
in the Lakewood Court last year. With 
over 15,000 rental units in Lakewood, 
this is an indication that most tenant 
disputes are resolved by open com-

munication with their landlords with 
the common purpose of fixing the 
property. The rent deposit procedure 
should be a last resort by the tenant 
when other attempts have failed.

The Rights Act Turns 50!
by Nickie Antonio

As your state representative, I am 
working to ensure that every eligible 
voter in Ohio is registered, every reg-
istered voter is able to vote, and that 
every vote is accurately counted.

While we’ve made significant 
progress in securing the right to vote 
for eligible Americans, too many vot-
ers still face difficulties in the voting 
process, from registering to casting a 
ballot to having their votes counted.

Those often disproportionately 
affected are communities of color, 
young people, the elderly, low-income 
individuals and disabled voters, as well 

as military members and veterans.
It is critical for the faith commu-

nity to continue to lead in the fight to 
restore the Voting Rights Act, and I 
pledge to stand with you in that fight. 
As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
the Voting Rights Act, let’s encourage 
our community members to turn their 
energies toward creating change at the 
ballot box.

When more Americans vote, our 
democracy is stronger.

Our nation is stronger.
Our community is stronger.
For more info visit: www.ohio-

house.gov/nickie-j-antonio.

Mayor Summers, City Of Lakewood 
Host Delegation From India
by Colin McEwen

Mayor Summers welcomed an 
international delegation from India 
that stopped by Lakewood City 
Hall to learn about our city’s Lean 
Six Sigma initiative (101 City of 
Lakewood employees have been Yel-
low Belt certified).

The delegation from India has 
been traveling to cities all over the US 
for the past three weeks through a US 
Department of State program in part-
nership with the Cleveland Council 
on World Affairs to learn about the 
importance of local government effi-
ciency and transparency.
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Election 2016

      Westshore Primary Care 
               Allergist/Immunologist
Nancy Wasserbauer, D.O. 

440-333-1107 19800 Detroit Road  •  Rocky River 44116

Immune disease occurs in people of all ages.
      Allergies occur when the immune system                                              

overreacts to something in the environment. 

      Immune deficiency disease occurs when the                             
immune system is underdeveloped or underreacts                          
to infections. The most common immune system                              
problems present with:

        •  Sinus infections    •  Lung infections
        •  Ear infections        •  Skin infections 
If you are suffering from multiple, recurring                             
infections, Dr. Wasserbauer can help. 

westshoreprimarycare.com

GOP Debate Brings Spotlight To Cleveland
And The Lakewood Observer Is There
continued from page 1

game. Clevelanders went to hot spots 
like East 4th street to seek out celebri-
ties and try to get photos.

“I’m curious to see who’s here from 
the media,” said Jane Kander George, 
a Lakewood resident who spent lunch-
time on East 4th. MSNBC had a stage 
set up nearby, with most of its major 
personalities appearing throughout the 
day. CNN and many other media outlets 
were located on Huron Road, while Fox 
News, the official co-host of the debate, 
was set up inside the arena. Among 
the other celebrities that attended the 
debate were Steven Tyler of Aerosmith 
and Rick Harrison from “Pawn Stars.”

Like many who gathered down-
town, George was anxious to see the 
debate. “I’m looking forward to see-
ing what they have to offer,” she said. 
As with many local residents, Donald 
Trump and Governor Kasich were of 
particular interest to her. Tom Jel-
epis, a former longtime Mayor of Bay 
Village, was also among the East 4th 
lunchtime crowd. “My wife Bev and I 
are longtime political junkies,” he said 
enthusiastically. Jelepis is thrilled that 
the debate was held in Cleveland. “It’s 
just a lot of fun,” he said, “It should be 
great….democracy at its finest.” Unlike 
most residents, Jelepis was looking for-
ward to both of the debates, including 
the 5 p.m. “Happy Hour” debate. “Both 
debates will be interesting,” he said.

Naturally, not everyone was quite 
as serious about the debate as Jelepis. 

Mary Coleman, another local spending 
lunchtime on East 4th, had a different 
perspective. “I’m doing some people 
watching before the comedy show,” 
she quipped. When asked what she 
was looking forward to in the debate, 
she answered, “Donald Trump getting 
stuck in a wind tunnel.”

The debate took place on an 
ideal weather day in Cleveland….
it was sunny, no rain and not too hot. 
That, along with the wonderful recep-
tion from local residents, made a great 
impression on the national media. “I’d 
move here if it was like this everyday,” 
said MSNBC’s Steve Kornacki about the 
weather. He, like most political media, 
expects to spend a lot of time in Ohio 

in 2016. Not only will Cleveland host 
next year’s GOP Convention, but many 
political analysts believe that Ohio 
will determine the general election 
in November 2016. “The fact that the 
Republicans  are starting [their debates] 
here shows its importance,” said Kor-
nacki. Despite Kasich’s modest poll 
numbers entering the debate, Kornacki 
thought he’d be a factor. “He’s getting a 
lot of traction nationally,” he said.

There were over 100 protesters 
outside the debate, representing a wide 
range of issues. Among the groups rep-
resented were Black Lives Matter, Pro 
Life Ohioans, Moms Demand Action, 
and marijuana legalization advocates. 
Timothy Kelly, a Cleveland resident, was 

among the pro-life protesters across the 
street. “I thought it would be appropri-
ate to say to John Kasich that he should 
support the Heartbeat Bill,” he said.

Lakewood resident Deb Sweeney 
was among the Democrats that gath-
ered to watch the debate at Market 
Garden Brewery. The group played a 
game of “Debate Bingo” where play-
ers could win if candidates said certain 
key phrases. Sweeney, a Hillary Clin-
ton supporter, enjoyed the evening. “It 
was good entertainment….it was a fun 
debate, it went a little bit too long. I look 
forward to the next one.” She expressed 
confidence that the Democratic candi-
date would do well against the eventual 
GOP nominee. However, she and other 
local Democrats expressed frustration 
that the Democratic field (particularly 
Bernie Sanders) is not getting enough 
national media attention.

Michelle Bashian, a Lakewood 
Republican, spent the day volunteering 
at the event. She was one of hundreds 
who helped to make the debate possi-
ble. She liked Trump, and thought all 
the candidates performed well. “They 
all did well for themselves,” she said on 
her way home from the arena.

Whether “blue” or “red” there is 
one thing Lakewood voters agree on….
no one knows how the Trump story will 
end. Will he be nominated? Will he drop 
out? Will he run third party? When the 
GOP returns to Cleveland in summer 
2016, we’ll have a clearer picture. In the 
meantime, we don’t know where the 
story is going, but we expect a fun ride.

Security was tight downtown, with many protests accompanying the GOP debate.
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Lakewood Public Library

Thursday, August 20
Booked For Murder: Genres within Genres
“Three Bags Full: A Sheep Detective Story” by Leonie Swann

This time around, the ladies of murder mystery and mayhem will explore niche mysteries 
with animal sleuths, steampunk, a caper story, robot detectives, locked room mystery and a 
psychological ghostly thriller.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Meeting Room

Friday, August 21
LakewoodAlive Front Porch Concert Series – Bobby Selvaggio and 
the No Words Quintet

LakewoodAlive, in collaboration with Lakewood Public Library and Vance Music Stu-
dios, is proud to announce the 6th Annual Front Porch Concert Series. Held on the Library’s 
Front Porch, these concerts are free and open to the public. Bring a lawn chair or blanket and 
enjoy fantastic music with friends and neighbors in the heart of Downtown Lakewood. For 
the full line-up of acts, visit www.LakewoodFrontPorchConcerts.com.

7:00 p.m. on the Front Porch of the Main Library

Saturday, August 22
“Newsies” (1992)  Directed by Kenny Ortega

This ambitious, ripped-from-the-headlines musical was not a box office success upon 
its initial release, but over the years it has developed a cult following and has been adapted 
into a Tony winning Broadway show. For newsboys at the turn of the century, every cent 
made the difference between having a safe place to sleep or toughing it out on the streets. So 
when newspaper magnates Joseph Pulitzer and William Randolph Hearst decide to take an 
extra bite out their profits, it falls to a young Christian Bale to lead them in a strike and let 
the world know about their exploitation. Kenny Ortega, the sizzling choreographer of Dirty 
Dancing, leads an energetic young cast, but it is Bale’s soulful solo dream song about finding 
a home in the wide expanse of the West that will break your heart and leave you wondering, 
“Is that Batman?”

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Sunday, August 23
Sunday with the Friends: RailShakers

Country with a classically-trained violinist, folk with a Bonham-inspired drummer, 
rockabilly with a tattoo-deficient guitarist/singer, and rock with a bassist who yearns to play 
“Pig In a Pen.” The RailShakers are proof that these paradoxes do indeed exist. Sweet har-
monies, harmonica, well-crafted percussion and clever arrangements make their music feel 
warm and familiar despite being difficult to compare. Individually, they’ve been playing in 
the local music scene for a very long time, but they banded together in early 2013 to satisfy a 
collective yearning to make their joyful noise in all the different styles they know and love. 
Purists be damned. Let’s make some music.

2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

LPL Children/Youth Events

Saturdays & Sundays

Family Weekend Wonders
Make the Library a part of your family weekend time with programs featuring stories, 

activities, music and crafts. These free programs are offered every weekend throughout the 
year at both the Main Library and Madison Branch. No registration is needed. Check out 

our website (www.lakewoodpubliclibrary.org/youth) for times and upcoming themes.

Main Library Activity Room and Madison Branch Auditorium

Weekends With Wee Ones
For families with children under 2 years old

Spend a part of your family weekend time clapping your hands, tapping your feet, sing-
ing nursery rhymes and, of course, sharing books. We will provide materials and ideas for 
those wishing to continue the fun at home. Programs are offered every weekend throughout 
the year and there is no need to register in advance.

Madison Branch Children’s and Youth Services
Saturdays at 11:30 a.m. and Sundays at 3:30 p.m.

compiled by Elaine Rosenberger

LPL Calendar Of Events
Tuesday, August 25
Ancestry Online: Library Edition

How far back would you like to trace your family tree? Genealogist Deborah Abbott will 
show you how to unlock the secrets held by census reports, military records, birth certifi-
cates and death notices in this hands-on workshop. Unravel your history with professional 
results.

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Learning Lab

Friday, August 28
LakewoodAlive Front Porch Concert Series – The Womack Family 
Band

Bring a lawn chair or blanket and enjoy fantastic music with friends and neighbors in the 
heart of Downtown Lakewood.

7:00 p.m. on the Front Porch of the Main Library

Saturday, August 29
“Do the Right Thing” (1989) Directed by Spike Lee

Like Brooklyn’s Walt Whitman before him, Spike Lee contains multitudes. He populates 
his film with an impressive set of richly drawn characters—diverse not only in their ethnic 
backgrounds, but in their personalities, passions and philosophies. There are no good guys 
or bad guys. How you feel about one character depends on how they relate to another and 
how much the people who get on their nerves get on your nerves. That’s just life. It’s the 
hottest day of the year, and as the observationally comic first half of the film gives way to 
the exploding racial tensions of the second, everyone agrees on one thing—you have to do 
the right thing. But what is that? Lee plants himself in the center of the action as Mookie, 
the pizza guy who works for the few remaining Italians in the neighborhood. As a simple 
conflict grows out of hand, he’s swept up in the madness like everyone else and has to figure 
out where he stands. The decision he makes isn’t as important as our realization that he’s 
just one man.

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

compiled by Eric Knapp

Library Director Removes 
Wheels From Chairs To 
Increase Accessibility

S.T.E.M. Programs For 
Youth Are A Success At LPL

Lego® Robotics Camp participants make adjustments on the details of programming 
a robotic vehicle to follow a specific path and knock over a mini figure.

by Julie Strunk
Summer science, technology, 

engineering and math (S.T.E.M.) 
programs make learning fun at the 
Lakewood Public Library! Students in 
grades second through eighth grade 
have participated in two-hour Lego® 
Robotic workshops, two-hour Video 
Game Creation workshops and four-
day Robotics Camps.

Two-hundred and nine students 

participated in these programs in June 
and July.

You still have a chance to join 
in the fun with more programs like 
these available in the fall and win-
ter. Put your super brain to creative 
work.

These programs are funded by 
a $5,000 Cox Community Charity 
Grant awarded to the Lakewood Public 
Library for this purpose.

by Nickie Antonio
At a recently held town hall meeting 

hosted by Lakewood’s State Representa-
tive Nickie J. Antonio, it became apparent 
that the wheeled chairs in the Multi-Pur-
pose room were not optimal for many 
of the community’s senior citizens. The 
chairs were intimidating, the seniors told 
Antonio, as the wheels made them diffi-
cult to get in and out of. Realizing this 
was a safety concern, Antonio went to 
the Library Director to see if there was 
anything that could be done to remedi-
ate this issue.

Director James Crawford agreed to 
look into the problem. The solution did 
not come easily, as the chairs had been 
purchased specifically for the room. 
Ultimately, Crawford determined that 
the wheels could be removed, and that 
the Library could purchase new leg 
bottoms for the chairs.

“The Lakewood Public Library 
shares Representative Antonio’s con-

cern for all patrons, including seniors,” 
Crawford said. “We thank Representa-
tive Antonio for her interest.”

“James has been a great director 
and community partner to work with,” 
praised Antonio. “His willingness to 
listen and problem-solve is a testa-
ment to his leadership, and Lakewood’s 
senior citizens are very appreciative.”

When the removal had been com-
pleted, Crawford sent Antonio a picture 
to confirm the chairs’ new accessibil-
ity. Crawford has been Director of the 
Lakewood Public Library for six years.
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Lakewood Public Library

RailShakers Shake Things Up At The Library
by Elaine Rosenberger

RailShakers rock the library 
on Sunday August 23 at 2 p.m. with 
a unique mix of Americana, Alt-
Country, Folk-Rock, Rockabilly, and 
Rock-and-roll. This five piece band 
is fronted by Michael Harvan and 
includes bassist Ron Cerosky, guitar-
ist James Bucceri, Chris Celleghin on 
drums, and Kristine Jares on violin 
and vocals. As individual musicians, 
they have been playing the local 
music scene for a long time, but they 
banded together in early 2013 to form 
RailShakers.

RailShakers is a self-described les-
son in paradoxes: country music played 
by a classically-trained violinist, folk 
music with a Bonham-inspired drum-
mer, rockabilly with a tattoo-deficient 
guitarist/singer. Before their con-
cert, Chris Celleghin takes the time to 
answer some questions about the band.

LPL: How did you come to form 
RailShakers?

CC: I had been heavily interested in 

old heavy metal/blues made in the 70s 
by bands like Led Zeppelin. One night 
I fell asleep with the TV on and was 
awakened by music the likes of which 
I had never heard before. It was full 
of beautiful harmonies and bluegrass 
instruments played with the energy and 
passion of the old metal bands. This 
music resonated deeply with me, and 
it turned out to be Mumford and Sons 
live on Austin City Limits. The next 
day I changed my musical direction 
180 degrees and placed an ad to start a 
Mumford-like band. Nobody replied 
for months. Then a violin player replied, 
but she said that although she was inter-
ested, she needed a break musically and 
might do something like this at a later 
date. I kept sending her emails and 
many months later she placed an ad to 
get some musicians together. Several of 
us decided we liked what we were hear-
ing and began rehearsing regularly. We 
went through four lead singer/ song-
writers, and many instrument players 
before we finally found Mike - a sim-

ply phenomenal singer/songwriter who 
plays many instruments. At this point 
we still wanted another lead instrument 
to complement the violin, and we kept 
auditioning guitar players, keyboard 
players, and a banjo player, but there 
never was a good fit. We had now been 
together for about two years and were 
wondering if the right player would ever 
come along. Then Jimmy James found 
us and it was magic. Within a few weeks 
our sound cemented.

LPL: What does the name signify?
CC: It is a term taken from the 

1850s when railroad tracks were laid 
by hand. Steel drivers, also known as 
hammer men, would spend their work-
days driving holes into rock by hitting 
thick steel drills or spikes. The hammer 
man always had a partner, known as a 
shaker or turner, who would crouch 
close to the hole and rotate the drill 
after each blow. The shaker also sang 
to help the driver with his rhythm. We 
also liked the double meaning which 
could be implied, that of the rumble 

and thunder of the train on the tracks. 
LPL: Tell us a little about the 

band members.
CC: Mike Harvan is the heart 

and soul of the band. He writes amaz-
ing songs full of emotion and nuance, 
packed with surprises. Kristine Jares 
plays electric violin and sings harmo-
nies and occasional leads. Her playing 
soars majestically, and her voice com-
plements Mike’s perfectly. Ron Cerosky 
plays bass. His style is rock solid and 
anchors the band. Chris Celleghin 
plays drums and percussion. He draws 
influence from many styles, and takes 
a more groove/feel approach. Jimmy 
James Bucceri is a tremendous guitar 
player, capable of accompanying the 
music with impeccable taste, playing 
fire-breathing leads, and everything in 
between.

LPL: Do you have any albums 
out?

CC: We recorded one and it is in 
production. We’re getting ready to 
record our second.

LPL: Do you play all original 
music or do you also do covers?

CC: We do a mix of approxi-
mately 75% original music with 25% 
cover material. We try to play the cover 
material with our style and sound, but 
still respect the intent of the original 
version.

LPL: What musicians have influ-
enced you the most?

CC: Miles Davis, Mumford and 
Sons, Ray Lamontagne, Led Zeppelin, 
the Steel Drivers, and The Little Willies

LPL: What is your favorite song at 
the moment?

CC: Three More Days by Ray 
LaMontagne from the live BBC ses-
sions tied with Little Lion Man by 
Mumford and Sons.

LPL: What advice do you have for 
other young musicians starting out?

CC: Listen intensely to everything 
in every style at least all the way back 
to the thirties, practice diligently and 
relentlessly, and learn to play from 
your heart.

RailShakers’ concert takes place on 
Sunday, August 23, at 2 p.m. in the Main 
Library Auditorium. Admission is free 
and open to all. For more information, 
visit www.lakewoodpubliclibrary.org.

LITTEN
CITY COUNCIL

for

JOHN

Paid for by Litten for Lakewood

FROM LAKEWOOD  FOR LAKEWOOD

LittenforLakewood.com
Safety - Sustainability - Service

/LittenforLkwd          @LittenforLkwd
216.302.8333      LittenforLakewood@gmail.com

Congratulations To 573 
Lakewood Super Readers!
by Julie Strunk

Five-hundred seventy-three read-
ers from birth through twelfth grade 
finished the Lakewood Public Library 
summer reading club by reading either 
30 books or 30 hours from May 19 
through August 3.

This summer is shorter than usual 
and Lakewood readers persevered and 
became Super Readers. Each Super 
Reader received a ticket for a free game 
and shoe rental at Madison Square 
Lanes, a brand new book, an invita-
tion to the Super Hero Convention 
at Madison Park on August 5, and a 
certificate signed by Library Director, 
James Crawford. Chuck E. Cheese’s of 
North Olmsted donated 2 prize pack-
ages which were raffled off at the Super 
Hero Convention.

A total of 803 readers reached the 
halfway point of 15 books or 15 hours 
earning Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt and 
the opportunity to claim a Cleveland 
Gladiator’s Game ticket. What an 
accomplishment!

Congratulations to all participants 
and a big thank you to Menchie’s, Mad-

Names of all the Super Readers are displayed at the Main and Madison branches of 
the Lakewood Public Library!

ison Square Lanes, Chuck E. Cheese’s, 
the Friends of the Library and all the 
parents and caregivers who helped our 
readers succeed.

Lakewood Area Collaborative 
Job Club Meeting
by Kathy Augustine

The Lakewood Area Collabora-
tive is hosting a monthly Job Club at 
the Lakewood Public Library at 15425 
Detroit Ave. The next Job Club meeting 
will be held on Tuesday August 25th, 
from 6-8 p.m. at the Lakewood Library. 
We will have a guest speaker from 

Cuyahoga community College Career 
Center. The topic will be “Interviewing 
Skills”. Also, we will provide informa-
tion and resources to assist people with 
finding a job in today’s market. The Job 
Club is free and open to the public.

For information contact Becky 
Carlton at 216-421-6685.
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Lakewood Schools

Enroll now!
Take advantage of the lowest  

tuition in Northeast Ohio

Easily transfer your credits to  
a four-year university

Fall semester starts 
Aug. 24 and Sept. 8

For more information, go to

www.tri-c.edu
216-987-6000

Metropolitan Campus 
2900 Community College Avenue | Cleveland, OH 44115

Westshore Campus 
 31001 Clemens Road | Westlake, OH 44145

Westshore at Corporate College West®  

 25425 Center Ridge Road | Westlake, OH 44145

15-0541

A Weekend With The Stars 
Of The Lakewood City Schools
by Missy Toms

Join us for a Homecoming week-
end to celebrate the stars of the 
Lakewood City Schools. All proceeds 
from the events benefit educational 
programming in the schools.

2015 Hall of Fame Induction Cer-
emony, Thursday, September 24, 7 
p.m., Lakewood Civic Auditorium

Celebrate the amazing accom-
plishments of LHS graduates and 
Lakewood City Schools staff. A des-
sert reception will be held immediately 
following. This event is free, but reser-
vations are required.

Athletic:
Luke Beeler ’99; 
Chad Higgins ’91; 
Kathy Nortz Lanese ’81; 
Mark Verdova ‘75

Distinguished:
Len Forkas ’77; 
Glenn Mueller ‘73; 
Dean Scarborough ’73; 
James Wooley ’75; 
Kathleen Hart Young, PhD ’78 

(posthumous)

Staff:
Vincent Barra;

Jamie Cure;
Gail Meinke;
Charlene Morford

Pre-game Homecoming Tailgate 
Party, Friday, September 25, 5:30 
p.m., Lakewood Stadium North Ten-
nis Courts

Cheer the Lakewood Rangers as 
they face the North Olmsted Eagles. 
Lakewood City Schools 2015 Hall of 
Fame inductees will be saluted before 
the game, and the Homecoming king 
and queen will be crowned at half-
time. 

Price includes game ticket, pic-
nic food and beverages. Food will be 
served 5:45-6:45 pm. Single ticket: 
$25. Family ticket: $50, includes two 
adults and children under 16.

A Night with the Stars of the 
Lakewood Schools, Saturday, Septem-
ber 26, 7-10 p.m., The Clifton Club

We’re rolling out the red car-
pet, Hollywood-style, for fans of the 
Lakewood City Schools.

 Enjoy drinks, cocktail food, and 
entertainment while mingling with Hall 
of Fame inductees. We guarantee you’ll 
see some stars throughout the night. 
And make sure to bring your phone for 
some fun selfie opportunities!

 Watch for unique raffle and auction 
items to be announced. Tickets: $75.

Inaugural Lakewood Ranger Run 
5K & Little Ranger Run, Sunday, Sep-
tember 27, 7:30 a.m. Registration; 
8:45 am 1-Mile Little Ranger Run; 9 
am 5K Run/Walk

Run through the beautiful tree-lined 
streets of Lakewood while support-
ing the Lakewood City Schools and the 
Lakewood Rangers Education Founda-
tion. 5K: $20/25; Little Ranger Run: $10.

For tickets and more information, 
visit www.lakewoodrangers.org/foun-
dation-events.

Attention 1st Through 5th Grade Boys

Join Cub Scout Pack 68 – 
“Do Your Best” And Have Fun!
by Matt Markling

“Do Your Best” is the motto for 
Cub Scout Pack 68. This long standing 
Lakewood Pack meets most Tuesday’s 
during the school year in the Lakewood 
United Methodist Church at the corner 
of Detroit and Summit. All boys in first 
through fifth grades can join Pack 68 for 
camping, community service, and fun-
filled activities. Throughout the year, 
Scouts participate in adventures that will 
prepare them to be responsible citizens 
and leaders guided by the principles of the 
Scout Oath and Law. Boys are organized 
by age into small groups called “Dens” 
where they participate in age-appropriate 
activities through engaged learning.

Pack 68 completes many activities 

throughout the year including overnight 
camping trips, the pinewood derby, the 
rain gutter regatta (model boat races), sea-
sonal parties, trips to area parks and local 
civic institutions. During the summer, we 
participate in the Lakewood Fourth of 
July Parade, Cub Scout Day Camp, and 
other activities. Pack 68 is led by Cubmas-
ter Kevin Brown and Committee Chair 
Matt Markling, as well as many wonder-
ful, dedicated parents and adult leaders. 
Pack 68 looks forward to seeing all your 
boys at its first meeting on September 8th 
in Lakewood United Methodist Church.

You can learn more about Pack 
68 during informational meetings at 
7 p.m. on Wednesday, August 26th at 
Horace Mann Elementary School and 
at 7 p.m. on Thursday, August 27th at 
Hayes Elementary School. Grab a fish-
ing pole and bring your child to our 
family fishing trip scheduled for Sat-
urday, August 29th at Wallace Lake in 
Berea between noon and 3 p.m.

For more information, please 
email Kevin at Pack68Cubmaster-
Kevin@gmail.com.

Custom Imprinted Apparel 
Corporate Logowear 

Spiritwear 
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Lakewood Schools

Come join us for a community education presentation:

“Healthy Skin Tips    
for Seniors”
August 26 * 11:30 a.m.
RSVP to 216-912-0800 by August 24 
Complimentary lunch provided.

Presented by Dr. Katherine DiSano, 
MetroHealth Medical Center
Join us as a MetroHealth dermatology expert discusses 
tips to keep your skin healthy as you age. Learn what 
products work best for dryness and how often you 
should receive a skin check.

O’Neill Healthcare | Lakewood
Assisted Living Building
1381 Bunts Road, Lakewood
(216) 228-7650 | ONeillHC.com

BAY VILLAGE | FAIRVIEW PARK | LAKEWOOD | NORTH OLMSTED | NORTH RIDGEVILLE

Lakewood High School Marching Band 
Holds First-Ever “March-A-Thon”
by Mike Deneen

The Lakewood High School 
Marching Band held its first-ever 
“March-a-Thon” on August 11 at 
Lakewood Park. The fundraising 
event, which invited the community 
to request songs from the band in 
exchange for donations, raised nearly 
$9,000 on a beautiful summer evening. 
The money will be used to obtain new 
drumline equipment for the band.

The March-a-Thon is the brain-
child of LHS Marching Band Director, 
Clint Steinbrunner. He was formerly 
with the Glassman Drum and Bugle 
Corps, which held similar events to 
raise money. Band parents had the idea 
of holding the event at Lakewood Park, 
which enabled the band to better con-
nect with the community.

The fundraising event was part 
of the band’s busy summer. It began 
in June, with two weeks of practice 
before the Fourth of July parade. Band 
members spent four hours per day 
practicing for the parade, and adjust-

LHS Marching Band members play in formation during their first-ever “March-a-
Thon” at Lakewood Park.

ing to incoming members. The band 
took a break after the parade perfor-
mance, and began two more weeks of 

practice on August 5th.
The band will make its first foot-

ball performance on August 28 at 

Medina High School, and its first home 
performance on September 4th at First 
Federal of Lakewood Stadium. In addi-
tion to football games, the band will 
also perform at the annual Homecom-
ing Spirit parade, its annual Marching 
Band Festival, and at the “Light up 
Lakewood” event in December. The 
band will perform two different shows 
during the upcoming season. The first 
will be a Queen show, highlighting hits 
from the English classic rock band. The 
second show will be unveiled during 
the football season.

Senior Tess Marjanovic, a Field 
Commander in the band, enjoyed the 
March-a-Thon and is looking forward 
to the season. “I think it [the March-a-
Thon] is a great experience,” she said. 
“It’s great being outside and showing 
the community how much hard work 
we’ve done.” She also likes the new 
ninth-graders entering the program. 
“There’s a lot of freshmen this year,” 
she said, “A lot of energy.”

Claire Zimmerman, a senior who 
plays drums in the marching band, is 
also looking forward to the season. “It 
will be a really good year,” she said. 
“We sound a lot better than we did at 
this time last year.” She is especially 
proud of the drum section, “My section 
is doing a really good job so far.”

The band has about 140 mem-
bers this year. This is an increase from 
130 last year, continuing an upward 
trend. Three years ago, the band was 
at 120 members. Zimmerman attri-
butes the band’s success to Director 
Steinbrunner, now in his second year. 
Zimmerman took over in the after-
math of former Director Nathan 
Harris’ arrest in 2014. “He  [Steinbrun-
ner] came into a difficult situation,” 
she said, “He has done a really good 
job. We sound fantastic.”

Call For Vendors
by Amy Smith

Vendors with products or ser-
vices for familes have a unique 
opportunity to showcase their busi-
ness at the Lincoln MINES Vendor 
Hall presented by Lincoln Elemen-
tary’s PTA. Lincoln MINES is a 
technology and gaming convention 
for students ages 5-12 featuring 
Minecraft-themed activities. The 
event will be held at Harding Mid-
dle School (16601 Madison Ave, 
Lakewood, OH 44107) on November 
14, 2015 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

There is no better way to advertise 

than personal contact. Vendor tables 
allow you the opportunity to put your 
service/product in front of our spe-
cific target group of students, families, 
teachers and other Lakewood commu-
nity members. Event organizers expect 
over 500 families to participate. Spaces 
are available now for this one-of-a-
kind event. Purchase a 6’ x 8’ space for 
$30 or a 10’ x 10’ space for $50.

Go to www.lincolnmines.com/
vendors for more information. Or 
email lincolnminespta@gmail.com to 
secure your space today.

The Lincoln PTA’s mission is to 

positively impact the lives of Lincoln 
Elementary students, family members 
and the Lakewood Ohio Commu-
nity. Events like Lincoln MINES raise 
funds to sponsor programs like teacher 
grants, extracurricular clubs, technol-
ogy upgrades, field trips, assemblies 
and so much more. Supporting this 
event helps provide student oppor-
tunities that are not possible with the 
current public education funding levels

Minecraft is the copyright of 
Mojang. Lincoln MINES is not 
endorsed, associated or affiliated with 
Mojang in any way.
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North Coast Health’s Celebration Of Caring Gala
by Elizabeth O’Brien

North Coast Health’s signature 
annual fundraising gala, Celebration 
of Caring, will be held on Thursday, 
September 3, 2015, from 6:30 to 9:30 
p.m. at LaCentre in Westlake.

The evening will feature a cock-
tail hour with hors d’oeuvres, dinner 
and dessert, an awards presentation, 
a live auction conducted by Bob Hale 
of Benefit Auction Services, LLC, and 
raffles. Honorary chair for the event is 
Mrs. Charles Rini, Sr. Event co-chairs 
are Wendy Kieding, Kathe Serbin, and 
Carol Sterba. The evening’s goal is to 
raise $150,000, more than 10 percent 
of NCH’s annual operating budget, to 
continue to provide life-saving health 
care to the medically underserved in 
our community.

The evening will culminate with 
the drawing of the winning ticket for 
the Chef’s Dinner Raffle. The dinner 
includes fourteen unique courses with 
Sommelier selected wine pairings at 
Dante|Tremont and transportation to 
and from the restaurant provided by 
Motorcars Mobility. Raffle tickets are 
one for $25, three for $50 or eight for 
$100 and can be purchased at http://
northcoasthealth.org/event/chefs-
dinner-raffle/ or by calling the North 
Coast Health at 216-228-7878 ext. 114.

For nearly three decades, North 

Lakewood Cares

Coast Health has provided a safety 
net for low-income individuals and 
families struggling to access affordable 
medical care. We continue to stand 
in the gaps for the most economically 
vulnerable in our community by help-
ing to navigate a complex health care 
landscape and establish programs that 
address the current needs of the medi-
cally underserved. As a faith-based 
organization, we hold dear the belief 
that all lives are valuable and that all 
should have access to high-quality 
health care regardless of the ability to 
pay.

Those interested in attending the 
Celebration of Caring gala can pur-
chase tickets or become a sponsor 
online at http://northcoasthealth.org/
event/celebration2015/ or by phoning 
216-228-7878 ext. 114. Event tickets are 
$125 each. Sponsorship opportunities 
range from $15,000 to $500.

Sponsors confirmed as of August 
13, 2015 are as follows: 

Supporting Sponsors: Cleveland 
Clinic; Lee and Larry Elmore;  First 
Federal Lakewood; The Charles J. 
Nock Family; Rae-Ann Skilled Nurs-
ing & Rehabilitation Centers; Sanofi; 
Sea-Land Chemical Company; Kathe 
and Dan Serbin; The Sherwin-Wil-
liams Company; Wegman, Hessler & 
Vanderburg

Helping Sponsors:  Hal and Con-
nie Cooper; EMBA Machinery Inc.; 
Lakewood Presbyterian Church; Mal-
ley’s Chocolates; Premier Physicians; 
George W. Quil/FM Global; Mrs. Carol 
Ann Rini; Walter|Haverfield LLP

Caring Sponsors:  Curt Brosky and 
Betty Tereck; Buckeye Health Plan; 
Milan “Mike” Busta; Fred and Nora 
DeGrandis; Sara and Jim Doan; Eileen 
and Charles Garven, MD; K.V. and 
Alayne Gopalakrishna; Mr. and Mrs. 
Ray Griffiths; Ken and Kathy Haber; 
Hanson Services; Hinkley Lighting; 
HW&Co.; Wendy Kieding; Lion and 
Blue; John and Nancy Lupo; McMana-
mon & Co., LLC, CPA’s; North Coast 
Jaw & Implant Center; Don and Cathy 
Sinko; Jan Soeder; Mayor Michael P. 
Summers and Wendy Summers; Mary 
Warren
About North Coast Health

North Coast Health is a faith-
based charitable clinic that provides 
and optimizes access to health care 
for the medically underserved. A vital 
part of Greater Cleveland’s health care 

safety net for nearly three decades, 
North Coast Health provides primary 
and preventative care, chronic disease 
management, specialty referrals and 
health education to individuals and 
families in need. North Coast Health is 
recognized as a Patient Centered Medi-
cal Home, Level 3, through National 
Committee for Quality Assurance and 
has attained the highest possible 4-star 
Charity Navigator rating for the third 
consecutive year for sound fiscal man-
agement. For more information visit: 
www.northcoasthealth.org.

Celebrity Softball In 
Kauffman Park

When you walk through the door, 
you know you are home.

12400 Madison Ave.  •  Lakewood, Ohio
216-226-7575

TTY 1-800-750-0750

www.fedormanorapartments.com

Make us your NEW  
home this Summer!

Seniors

Affordable Senior Housing Community

by Missy Toms
Cheer on your favorite local busi-

nesses as they face off at Kauffman 
Park’s Jimmie Foxx Memorial Baseball 
Field, Sunday, August 30, 2-6 pm. This 
free event includes food for purchase 
and children’s activities. Try your hand 
at bike polo with the Cleveland Bike 
Polo club at the tennis courts, and 
make a promise at the wall provided by 
“Because I Said I Would.”

Lakewood’s own Julie Warren will 
sing the national anthem. The festival 
will end with the Sokol Aerial Circus, 
who will perform daring drops, dizzying 
spins, and audacious grace high, high, 
high up in the air on silks, lyra, stilts, and 
hoops in singles, doubles, and triples. 
This family-friendly show is filled with 
comedy, beauty, and many moments that 
will take your breath away!

Thank you to the following sponsors 
who have shown their love for Kauffman 

Park: Beat Cycles, LakewoodAlive, Pat-
ton Painting, Deagan’s, The Einhouse 
Family, Great Finds in Lakewood, Hum-
ble Wine Bar, Lakewood Chamber of 
Commerce, Maria L. Shinn LLC, Ross 
Beverage, Slife Heating and Cooling, and 
Because I Said I Would.

All proceeds from the event, hosted 
by Kauffman Park Friends, benefit 
continued improvements to Kauffman 
Park, Lakewood’s largest downtown 
green space. Kauffman Park is located 
at 15450 Detroit Avenue behind Dis-
count Drug Mart. See the Master Plan 
at www.kauffmanparkfriends.org.

Businesses! Last call to enter a player 
and show Lakewood your commitment 
to our parks. Sponsorship levels range 
from $100 to $1,000. To participate, mail 
a check to The Lakewood Foundation 
(memo line: KPF), 16024 Madison Ave., 
Lakewood, OH 44107, or contact Missy 
Toms at dmtoms@sbcglobal.net.

Impact Church And LakewoodAlive 
Team Up To Paint Porch
by Courtney Russ

On August 8, Impact Church teamed 
with LakewoodAlive to paint a porch on 
Lewis Drive. Impact Church brought five 
of their best volunteers to get the porch 
in great shape in just a few hours for an 
elderly homeowner who needed assistance 
after ending up in the City of Lakewood’s 
Municipal Court Diversion Program.

Thank you to Impact Church for 
your all of your hard work on this proj-
ect. The porch looks wonderful. This 
project was made possible by the Lake-
woodAlive Housing Outreach Program.

For more information on Lakewoo-
dAlive’s Housing Outreach Program, 
or would like to volunteer with Lake-
woodAlive, contact Allison Urbanek, 

Housing Outreach Director at 216-521-
0655 or aurbanek@lakewoodalive.com.

Impact Church volunteers hard at work.
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Lakewood’s Ballroom Dancers 
Take Pennsylvania BY STORM!

Lakewood Is Art

by Cree Criado
Rhythm & Grace Ballroom Dance 

Studio located in Uptown Lakewood 
dominated the floor at The Pittsburgh 
Dancesport Challenge in Pittsburgh 
Pennsylvania on August 1st! 

Represented by a group of 7 danc-
ers, the Rhythm & Grace team danced 
over 100 dances placing 1st and 2nd 
in all dances! Even with some stiff 
competition in their multi dance cham-
pionships, students rose to the top!

Lakewood local business owner, 
Mary Ellen Wank, owner of Natu-
ral Skin Revival, stepped out onto the 
competition floor for the first time 
after only 6 months of lessons with her 
instructor Angel Criado. Mary placed 
first in all her dances and took FIRST 
place in her 5 Dance Latin Challenge!

Gail DeFrance and her instructor 
Angel took FIRST place in the 5 Dance 
Rhythm Challenge as well as FIRST 
place in her 4 Dance Smooth Challenge!

Dr. Carmen Hansford WON both 
the 9 Dance American Challenge and 
the 10 Dance International Challenge 
dancing with her instructor Angel.

Columbus student (who drives up to 
Lakewood for lessons) Bobbie Douglass 
WON the 2 Dance Latin Challenge and 
the 2 Dance American Rhythm Chal-
lenge! She and instructor Angel wowed 
the judges and crowd with a spicy, sassy 

Winners!

merengue which lead her to WIN the 
Top Open Bronze Student Award!

Debbie Olson, dancing with 
instructor Angel Criado took FIRST 
place in the 9 Dance American 
Challenge as well as the 10 Dance 
International Challenge. But, that’s not 
all. Debbie partners with another stu-
dent, Ron Muhic, and they compete as 
an amateur couple! Together, Ron & 
Debbie beat out the other amateur cou-

ples and WON their 3 Dance Smooth 
Challenge and their 5 Dance American 
Rhythm Challenge.

The students did such an out-
standing job that their instructor, 
Angel Criado, once again, WON Top 
Teacher for this entire competition 
beating out 30+ other instructors! 

Rhythm & Grace owners, Angel 

and Cree Criado, could not be more 
thankful and proud of their students!      

To our students, we thank you for 
working so hard to excel in your danc-
ing, and consistently exceeding our 
expectations! Each of you are special 
and extraordinary! YOU ARE THE 
FACE OF RHYTHM & GRACE, and 
we couldn’t ask for a better crew!

THANK YOU! 
Angel and Cree Criado are the 

owners of Rhythm & Grace Ballroom 
Dance Studio located in Uptown 
Lakewood, Ohio.

 Register now for Fall Casses!

Classes ages 3-adult in  
 Ballet   Pointe   Jazz   Tap   Lyrical   Acrobatics   
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Business News

SUNDAYS JUST GOT
A WHOLE LOT BETTER!

Brunch 10am - 3pm

15625 DETROIT AVE.  |  LAKEWOOD, OHIO
216.767.5922  |  WWW.JAMMYBUGGARS.COM

Y.O.U.’s Summer Employment Program Creates 
Bright Futures For Students In Lakewood
by LarKesha Burns

For over three decades Youth 
Opportunities Unlimited has matched 
thousands of Cuyahoga County youth, 
ages 14-18, to meaningful summer work 
experiences. This summer Youth Oppor-
tunities Unlimited (Y.O.U.) placed 3,300 
youth at over 500 worksites.

For high school students in North-
east Ohio, finding gainful employment 
can be a difficult process, especially in 
the summer. Through the Youth Oppor-
tunities Unlimited Summer Youth 
Employment Program and the funding 
of the Nord Family Foundation, 47 lucky 
students found work this summer in the 
city of Lakewood. These students were 
placed in 11 worksites throughout the 
community, which included: Lakewood 
Board of Education (Becks Pool and 
Foster Pool), Burger King, Asian Ser-
vices in Action, Inc., By Leaps And 
Bounds, Lakewood Community Care 
Center, Lakewood Childcare Center, 
Lakewood Community Services Center 
at Grace Lutheran Church, and the City 
of Lakewood (Division of Aging, Mayor’s 
Office City Hall, and Law Department).

This summer, each student gained 
more than just a paycheck. They value 
their summer work experiences for the 
life lessons learned, as well as the rela-

tionships that were made. The students 
look forward to carrying all their new-
found knowledge, and memories, with 
them as they plan for the next chapters 
of their lives.

Arrion Stitmon, 18 and a senior at 
Lakewood High School, is no stranger 
to the Summer Youth Employment 
Program. Her older brother is a past 
participant and his experience moti-
vated her to register for the program. 
Arrion is thrilled to be in the position 
of Team Member at the Detroit Avenue 
Burger King location.

This is Arrion’s first job and she has 
learned so much. “I’ve learned a lot about 
sanitation and organization,” which she 
is also utilizing in her daily life at home. 

“This job is teaching me how to be inde-
pendent.” Arrion also learned that by 
making friends with her co-workers, 
she received more help; rushing causes 
mistakes; teamwork is important; and 
showing initiative and doing things with-
out being asked made the experience more 
rewarding. She will be using all of these 
skills when she starts school in August.

When asked about her most difficult 
moment, Arrion stated, “On my first day 
[of work], I was nervous because I had a 
lot of orders, but everyone was really nice 
and told me to go at my own pace.”

General Manager, John Duncan, is 
very familiar with Arrion’s experience. 
He started working at Burger King while 
he was in high school and has climbed 
up the ranks from cashier to his current 
position. “She’s a great worker and Youth 
Opportunities Unlimited is a great pro-
gram. It lets the student and employer 
get a trial run of the employment expe-
rience.” Evidently the trial run has been 
beneficial. This summer Burger King has 
extended permanent employment offers 
to 2 of its 3 summer youth employees.

If Arrion was not working at Burger 
King this summer, she would be at home 
watching her two younger siblings. 
Luckily, she was not sitting at home, as 
Arrion was offered a full-time position.

Arrion eventually wants to become 
a Pediatric Nurse and will be moving 
to Virginia with her grandmother to 
start college in 2017. 

Linsey Robertson, 17, a senior at 
Lakewood High School and the young-

est of seven siblings, handpicked her 
employment assignment. Linsey has 
been working at the Childcare Center at 
Lakewood Hospital this summer, where 
she started as a volunteer during her 
Early Childhood class in high school.

“I love working with kids and the 
staff is fun and outgoing,” Linsey said 
when asked about how she’s enjoy-
ing her placement. Her duties include 
assisting teachers with students and 
helping out with administrative tasks 
around the office. 

“I’m proud of you and proud to have 
you here,” Tara, the Lead Teacher in the 
Pre-K room proclaimed as she overheard 
Linsey being interviewed. “Is it a Linsey 
day?” Tara asked in imitation of her Pre-K 
students and smiling as she reflected on 
how much the students love Linsey. 

This is not Linsey’s first time working 
in childcare. She got her start four years 
ago working as a Counselor-in-Training 
(CIT) at a summer camp that her sister 
manages in Michigan. Linsey has already 
made strides to make childcare her career 
choice. Upon graduation, she plans on 
returning to her sister’s camp as a CIT in 
Michigan. She will also be looking at col-
lege campuses while in the Michigan area.

“This has definitely been a good 
experience.” Linsey says that she’s 
learned that “you can do work and 
still have fun.” When asked if offered 
a full-time job would she accept? Her 
response was a definite YES!!!

These students, along with the other 
45 participants, are examples of the posi-
tive things that young people are capable 
of doing when given the opportunity. 
Based on the values of excellence, equity, 
and opportunity, Youth Opportunities 
Unlimited (Y.O.U.) empowers youth to 
succeed in school, in the workplace, and 
in life by providing programs that ser-
vice hundreds of student’s each year. For 
more information on Youth Opportuni-
ties Unlimited, please visit their website 
at http://www.youthopportunities.org/.

LarKesha Burns is a Cleveland 
native and the Volunteer Coordinator for 
Y.O.U. Y.O.U. empowers youth to succeed 
in school, in the workplace, and in life.

Summer Youth Employment Program participant Linsey Robertson at the Childcare 
Center at Lakewood Hospital where she assists with the Pre-K students.

Summer Youth Employment Program participant, Arrion Stitmon, with Burger King 
General Manager, John Duncan.
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Forum
Lori J. Allen For Ward 3 Council - 

An Ordinary Citizen, Not A Politician
by Matthew Allen

My mother’s name is Lori J. Allen 
and she is running for Ward 3 coun-
cilperson in the primary election on 
Tuesday, September 8th. She and my 
dad have been Lakewood residents and 
homeowners for over twenty-four years. 
When I was younger, our family utilized 
many of Lakewood’s wonderful assets, 
such as the swimming pools, baseball 
diamonds, basketball courts, library, 
and playgrounds. There is nothing more 
beautiful than to walk or bike up to 
Lakewood Park and watch the sun set.

My mom has been regularly attend-
ing city council meetings for three years, 
and has learned a great deal about how 
local government operates. One of the 
main reasons she has decided to run for 
Ward 3 councilperson is she feels the citi-
zens should come first and should have 
a voice in how their government spends 
their money. Lakewood is the seventh 

highest-taxed city in the area. With such 
a high tax rate, more could be done to 
benefit all residents of our community.

As she has gone door-to-door talking 
with residents, they seem to be concerned 
about the increase in crime in our com-
munity and speeding on side streets. 
Speeding on side streets and in school 
zones needs to be dealt with. Lakewood is 
dealing with more urban crime now and 
less suburban crime. She supports our 
police and feels they are doing great work. 
However, more of them need to be out on 
patrol, especially at night. If elected, she 
would like to increase the visibility and 
accessibility of our neighborhood police 
stations. It would be beneficial to work 
with Lakewood’s court system to ensure 
that violent crimes, sexual crimes, drug 
trafficking, crimes against children, ani-
mals, the elderly, and assaults against 
police officers are prosecuted to the fullest 
extent possible. On several occasions, my 

mother and I have watched our firefight-
ers put out fires and they do a fantastic job. 
Our paramedics receive many calls each 
day, and they are always quick to respond 
and are our lifeline between home and the 
hospital. My mom totally supports both 
police and fire departments and believes 
that they should always have the latest and 
best equipment and training available.

Residents on many streets,to 
whom she has spoken, are also won-
dering why their street is in such poor 
condition. More funds need to be put 
forth for preventive maintenance for 
side streets, such as filling cracks which 
lead to potholes and premature decay. 
Citizens should not have to wait for 
years to have their streets paved.

Through grant money and/or out-
side funding, my mom would like to see 
more activities, assistance, and oppor-
tunities for senior citizens, along with 
returning our senior centers to full 

capacity as they were years ago. Another 
possibility she is interetsed in would be 
to create a drop-in center for the many 
young people that live in our community. 
It would be beneficial to work with the 
school district to start a program where 
youth could do odd jobs for seniors to 
introduce them to the workforce. Per-
haps willing seniors could tutor some of 
the youth. The Community Circulator 
should be brought back to Lakewood.

The issue surrounding Lakewood 
Hospital is greatly upsetting to my mother. 
With 1,100 jobs, it is the largest employer 
in the city. Considering that there are over 
51,000 residents in Lakewood that include 
families with small children and senior 
citizens, we definitely need a full-service 
hospital. The handling of the hospital sit-
uation by some in our city administration 
was done in an unprofessional manner. 
She has been speaking at council meet-
ings, advocating for both city services and 
for saving the hospital and its 1,100+ jobs. 
Lori J. Allen is the only candidate in Ward 
3 that has openly supported saving the 
hospital in print.

If elected, she would strictly follow 
the Sunshine Laws regarding citizen’s 
access to public records so that the 
citizens can have access to all of the 
public records at City Hall. Citizens are 
important, and they should have a say 
in how their tax money is spent.

My mom is running her campaign 
using her own money and is trying to 
keep costs low. She is not endorsed by any-
one and has not accepted any campaign 
contributions. She has no ties to City Hall. 
That is why you only see a handful of yard 
signs and no glossy advertisements. You 
will not be bothered with a robocall, but 
you can e-mail her at your convenience at 
ljallen4ward3@outlook.com with ques-
tions and she will answer. In closing, Lori 
would like the privilege to represent those 
in Ward 3. This is why I think you should 
vote for my mom, Lori J. Allen, she knows 
what it is like to live on a budget and also 
believes that government should be “by 
the people and for the people.” Not “by 
the government and for the government.”

Fixing Our Drug Problem:

Common Sense Rehabilitation Starts 
In Our Municipal Court
by Brian Taubman

There are many reasons I’m run-
ning for Lakewood Municipal Court 
Judge, including a very personal rela-
tionship with the drug epidemic that is 
eating away at our beautiful city. 

I’ve seen friends battle their addic-
tions to heroin. I lost a good friend from 
childhood, but have seen others beat 
their addictions with the help of com-
mon sense rehabilitation programs. 

Since I started practicing law in 
courtrooms across Ohio, I have worked 
diligently with judges and prosecutors 
to help clients beat their addiction, get 
treatment and regain control. These 
judges oversee courts working relent-
lessly to help individuals get better. 

I’ve also seen plenty of courtrooms 
who don’t take any proactive steps 
to help - including our court here in 
Lakewood. Lakewood Municipal Court 
needs a drug court and a more inclusive 
diversionary program, right now. 

In 2013, 194 people suffered fatal her-
oin overdoses in Cuyahoga County, a death 
toll up nearly 400 percent from 2007. 

Here’s a startling fact: more people 
died from heroin last year in the county 
than from homicides or suicides. 
Lakewood led all suburbs with with 
51 heroin deaths in 2013. This cannot 
stand! With fentanyl now hitting the 
streets, these deaths will only increase 
unless we choose to change things. 

While campaigning for Lakewood 
Municipal Court Judge, I’ve been 
asked, “How do we help these people 
before they harm themselves, their 
neighbors or the community?” My 
answer: by first caring, by treating all 
people as humans, not as case num-
bers, but as individuals in need. 

My goal is to implement a drug 
court program to help first-time, non-
violent offenders avoid felonies and 

misdemeanors on their records, get-
ting them the treatment they deserve 
and need. Currently, Lakewood doesn’t 
offer this program. 

Once implemented, a drug pro-
gram is proven to lower death rates 
related to drug overdoses, increase the 
number of rehabilitated drug users and 
decrease the burden on tax payers who 
are billed for non-violent drug offend-
ers when they are incarcerated.

Lakewood’s current Judge, Pat-
rick Carroll, believes that this program 
won’t work because it won’t address 
relapses. Of course relapses will be 
addressed in this program. But while 
people relapse for many reasons, I 
pledge not to quit on individuals who 
pledge not to quit on themselves.

Remember, these are not violent 
criminals; these are people who have 
lost their way and can either be brought 
back or sent down a path to becoming 
a criminal career. A municipal court 
should be there to help people, make 
people safer, smarter and healthier. 

Both Akron and Cleveland Munic-
ipal Courts have programs and have 
successfully helped thousands of people. 
Why can’t Lakewood? In fact, munici-
palities such as Shaker Heights, Rocky 
River and Garfield Heights send their 
drug cases to Cleveland Drug Court. 
Currently, Lakewood Municipal Court 
does not do this, despite the fact that it’s 
being done well in other communities 
and the blueprint is there. How is that 
OK with our community? 

It’s clear that the current court has 
decided to turn a blind eye to modern 
approaches to drug rehabilitation. If 
I’m elected this November, I won’t take 
a passive approach. 

In addition to a drug court, 
Lakewood needs a more inclusive 
diversionary program. This will curtail 

recidivism while tackling the underlin-
ing problem which led this person to 
commit their crimes. 

In a recent article in the Lakewood 
Observer, Judge Carroll wrote that “No 
one wants to see a teenager make a 
mistake that stays with them the rest of 
their life. To avoid undue harsh conse-
quences, the Lakewood Court and Law 
Department established a diversion 
program for marijuana and underage 
alcohol offenses.” 

Adults make mistakes as well. 
Does a 19-year-old who makes a mis-
take deserve to have it stay with them 
the rest of their life?

The purpose of this diversionary 
program will be to educate first-time, 
non-violent misdemeanor crime 
offenders on what got them into trou-
ble and how to stay out of it.

The idea is to prevent a blemish 
on their record from hindering future 
employment or from getting accepted 
into college. If the individual has a drug 
addiction that led to them committing 
the crime, we will address this in drug 
court. If the person doesn’t have a GED, 
we will make sure they take classes and 
receive one. This is about helping strug-
gling neighbors become productive 
members of our community.

Success stories are what drive me, 
and my experience with those who have 
overcome their addiction has molded 
me into the person I am today. Helping 
create more stories like these will con-
tinue to mold me into what I hope will 
be a great judge for our community. 

As always, I’d love to talk with 
you about how we can work together 
to make Lakewood even better. Email 
me at taubmanforjudge@gmail.com or 
through my site, taubmanforjudge.com. 

Brian Taubman is a candidate for 
Lakewood Municipal Court Judge.

Painting
Gutter Cleaning $70-$75

Drywall, Plastering
Electrical/Plumbing

Window Repair
Porch/Steps Repair
Garage Door RepairGarage Door Repair

Deck/Home Pressure
Washing

Handy Man Services
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Visit Sicily Without  
Leaving Home

since 1990  •  23 Years in business!

Fresh authentic italian cuisine
Pizza • Pasta • Sandwiches • Salads • Wings

www.nunziospizza.net

now serving 4 Locations!
Lakewood • Fairview Park   
Cleveland • Akron Campus

17615 Detroit Ave.  •  216-228-2900

oPen:
Monday - saturday

4pm - 3:30am
Deliveries until 3:30am

sunday
2pm - 1:30am

Deliveries until 1:30am
Available Items: Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms, Onions, Green Peppers, Anchovies, Ham, 

Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black Olives, Hot Peppers, Ground Meat & Artichoke Hearts

small
6 cut - 9”

 $6.50
 $7.00
 $7.50
 $8.00
 $8.50
 $9.00
 $0.50
 $1.00

Medium
8 cut - 12”

 $8.00
 $8.75
 $9.50
 $10.25
 $11.00
 $11.75
 $0.75
 $1.50

Large
12 cut - 16”

 $10.50
 $11.50
 $12.50
 $13.50
 $14.50
 $15.50
 $1.00
 $2.00

Party tray
Half Sheet

$11.50
$13.00
$14.50
$16.00
$17.50
$19.00
$1.50
$2.50

Plain
1 Item
2 Items
3 Items
4 Items
Deluxe
Extra Items
Extra Cheese

PIZZA

U.S. CommerCe ASSoCiAtion 
BEst of ClEvElanD for 2 ConsECutIvE YEars

2009 & 2010

JT Neuffer, Just In Time For 
Lakewood City Council, Ward 3
by Maureen Dostal

I met JT during the Obama re-
election campaign in 2012 when he 
volunteered to canvass the neighbor-
hood. I was immediately impressed 
with his passion and ability to relate 
to people during the campaign. I 
am proud to support JT Neuffer for 
City Council Ward 3 because of his 
strong ability to connect with diverse 
people, his visionary ideas and his 
leadership skills.

I continued to stay in touch with 
JT through the Lakewood Democratic 
Club and often saw him at commu-
nity events such as the Community 
Festival in Madison Park. It was not 
a surprise to me when I heard he 
was appointed to serve on the Club’s 
membership committee.  JT made a 
commitment to serve by bringing his 
enthusiasm, ideas and experience to 
support the Club. 

In 2014, JT and I served together 
on the Citizens Advisory Commission 
(CAC). The CAC reviews various pro-
posals from community organizations 
for federal funds in relation to the 
needs of the community and provides 
a recommendation to city council. I 
noticed during the public meetings JT 
took his role very seriously. He asked 
community organizational leaders 
probing questions and established dia-
logue to understand their proposals. 
JT has served on the CAC for the past 
three years with our best interests in 
mind.      

JT has called Lakewood his home 
since 2001 and understands the issues 
and concerns in our neighborhood. He 
is committed to serving you and your 
neighbors.  He has a strong interest in 
addressing public safety issues, cham-
pioning residents or business owner’s 
ideas on how to revitalize Madison 
Avenue and serving as a liaison for 
residents frustrated with road condi-
tions and nuisance property issues. He 
has an MBA from Cleveland State Uni-
versity with experience in marketing, 
employment and labor.

JT is also concerned about the 

Lakewood Hospital and the impact it 
will have on Lakewood families if the 
facility is closed.

Every day more information 
about the hospital is learned and 
he believes more will be revealed in 
coming months that will assist in 
planning for the future of health care 
in Lakewood. From personal experi-
ence with his family, he believes it 
is important that full health care is 
available for residents and for those 
who choose care in Lakewood. It is 
difficult at this time to exactly pin-
point what that facility will look 
like, but he believes there is a need 
to be met and will work to fulfill 
that need. 

Recently I have met some of 
JT’s neighbors on Lewis Drive. They 
informed me in 2008, JT launched 
and led the Lewis Drive Block Club 
with some help from his neigh-
bors to establish a neighborhood 
network focusing on building com-
munity, addressing public safety 

concerns and banding together on 
poor street conditions.   During his 
leadership, he collaborated with 
neighborhood police officers and 
city officials to promptly address 
our concerns. He served as our advo-
cate and ombudsmen allowing us to 
achieve successful outcomes, which 
improved the quality of life for his 
neighbors. JT participated in the Cit-
izens Police Academy to learn more 
about their services, challenges and 
opportunities. 

Imagine what JT can do when he 
represents the entire Ward 3 as City 
Councilman.  We deserve a strong 
leader who has lived here for a signifi-
cant amount of time to understand our 
community issues. He cares about the 
quality of life in our neighborhood and 
will represent us with honor and integ-
rity. We need JT’s leadership on City 
Council. Please join me and VOTE for 
JT, Just in Time for Lakewood, on Sep-
tember 8 in the Primary election.

JT Neuffer can be contacted 

through electjtneuffer@gmail.com.
Learn more about JT at: www.

democracy.com/electjtneuffer
Follow JT on Social Media: www.

facebook.com/electjtneuffer or www.
twitter.com/electjtneuffer

Maureen Dostal has lived in 
Lakewood since 1986. She is past 
president of the Lakewood Jaycees, a 
member of the Lakewood Democratic 
Club and a manager in the Mortgage 
Banking Industry.

JT Neuffer, Candidate for City Council, 
Ward 3.  Endorsed by the Cuyahoga 
County Democratic Party, Cleveland 
Stonewall Democrats, and Cuyahoga 
Democratic Women’s Caucus.

Mayor Summers Wins Cuyahoga 
County Democratic Party Endorsement
by Timothy Laskey

The Lakewood Executive Com-
mittee of the Cuyahoga County 
Democratic Party voted in over-
whelming support to endorse the 
reelection of Mayor Mike Summers. 
The endorsement comes on the heels 
of other key endorsements for Mayor 
Summers from both the Lakewood 
Democratic Club and the Cleveland 
Building Trades & Construction 
Council.  

“Receiving the county Demo-
cratic Party’s endorsement is an 
honor,” said Mayor Summers. 
“Lakewood has made huge strides 
in recent years, and I’m extremely 
proud of all we’ve accomplished. 
There’s always more work to be done 

to improve our community and I 
am confident that, together, we can 
ensure that Lakewood continues to 
grow and thrive.” 

The endorsement was secured by 
a wide margin. The Executive Com-
mittee voted 17 to 8 to endorse Mayor 
Summers over his opponent Mike 
Skindell at its August 8 meeting.

“To win such by such a resound-
ing margin is a real vote of confidence 
from my fellow Democrats,” said 
Mayor Summers.  

Among his accomplishments over 
the last five years, Mayor Summers 
cited the following as important to 
winning the endorsement:

- Lakewood has attracted more 
than $100 million in commercial 
development investments since 
Mayor Summers took office in 2011 
(a figure does not include millions 
more in school construction dol-
lars);

- Private investment in Lake-
wood’s housing stock has been more 
than $10 million in each of the past two 
years alone;

- Lakewood has become a hotly 

desired destination for Millennials 
and empty-nesters — and everyone in 
between;

- Despite shrinking budgets, 
keeping Lakewood Police and Fire 
Departments at full force, maintain-
ing the number of patrol officers at 
the highest levels they’ve been in 
Lakewood’s history, while modern-
izing emergency radios, adding police 
cameras, and continuing to provide 
emergency responders with the best 
training; and

- Ensuring significant, strategic 
investments in Lakewood’s streets, 
parking, and parks, including this 
year’s transformational Solstice Steps 
at Lakewood Park.

“With the support of my fel-
low Democrats, we can continue our 
track record of success and growth in 
Lakewood,” said Mayor Summers. “I’m 
ready to continue moving Lakewood 
forward.”

Connect with the campaign on 
Facebook at: https://www.facebook.
com/mayorsummer

Visit our website at: http://
votemikesummers.com

A Little Bit of Italy
IN LAKEWOOD, OHIO WWW.PEPPERSLAKEWOOD.COM

12401 Detroit Avenue • (216) 226-6191
Open Everyday: M-Th 5-10, F-Sat 5-11, Sun 5-9

REFRESHING  
HOUSE-MADE 

Herbal Lemonade
Now available  

for a limited time.

Lakewood Family Owned & Operated!

Perfect on our relaxing PATIO!

ENJOY OUR 
Pasta

Primavera
for a cool summer meal.
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Italian and Classical American Cuisine

Making life simple...
Catering from  

Italian Creations

216-226-2282
16104 Hilliard Road • Lakewood

www.ItalianCreation.com

Restaurant, Catering, and Take-out

Judge Carroll Best Qualified 
For Lakewood Municipal Court Judge
by Gary Arbeznik

Over this past year, I have had occa-
sion to sit as acting judge at the Lakewood 
court when Judge Carroll attended judi-
cial conferences and observed first hand 
the operations of the Lakewood Munici-
pal Court. We can all be proud of the 
court’s excellent staff who, along with 
Judge Carroll, are knowledgeable and 
conscientious public servants.

Recently Judge Carroll’s opponent 
in the upcoming election, who has been 
a lawyer for about seven years, wrote 
an article asserting that he has lived in 
Lakewood for five years and, from the 
time he was a child, always wanted to be 
a judge. He claims he is the better can-

didate because Judge Carroll may not 
be up to the challenge of “bringing the 
court into modern times” and that, per-
haps, the Lakewood Court could better 
use technology “to be more efficient.”

Before running for office, Judge 
Carroll prepared himself for a career 
as a public servant. Early in his career, 
he distinguished himself as a law clerk, 
researching the law and drafting opin-
ions on a wide variety of legal issues 
for judges sitting on the Eighth Dis-
trict Court of Appeals. He later served 
as a lawyer in the Civil Division of 
the Cuyahoga County Prosecutor’s 
Office gaining valuable experience in 
understanding and applying the law of 

municipal corporations and, on a daily 
basis, litigating issues affecting the pub-
lic. Additionally, Judge Carroll acquired 
a great deal of experience and practi-
cal knowledge while engaged in private 
practice. This breadth of legal experi-
ence enabled him to assume the bench of 
Lakewood Municipal Court with a solid 
grasp of the substantive law of Ohio, the 
rules of evidence, and an understanding 
of the problems, issues, and limitations 
of authority confronting a municipal 
judge in the City of Lakewood.

Lakewood citizens can easily con-
trast the solid preparation for his job and 
the subsequent broad and distinguished 
judicial experience Judge Carroll has 

achieved with the comparative dearth of 
preparation to be a judge as well as the 
narrow and minimal legal experience 
of his opponent. In an article published 
in the Lakewood Observer on August 5, 
2015, Judge Carroll’s opponent evokes a 
somewhat disturbing misunderstand-
ing of just what criminal jurisdiction 
a municipal court judge actually pos-
sesses. He states that he would “take 
a tough stand on individuals (who) 
can cross into Lakewood and commit 
crimes.” What type of crime is he talk-
ing about? People who are charged with 
felony offenses in Lakewood have their 
cases decided in the downtown County 
Justice Center by a County Common 
Pleas Court judge, not the Lakewood 
Municipal Court judge. Moreover, juve-
nile perpetrators who are charged with 
committing felonies or misdemeanor 
offenses (people under the age of 18) 
must always be charged in Cuyahoga 
County Juvenile Court in downtown 
Cleveland and never in Lakewood 
Municipal Court. Similarly, the com-
ments of Judge Carroll’s opponent 
reflect a rather limited understanding of 
changes that are currently being made 
not only in the Lakewood Court but 
throughout the county in implementing 
electronic filing and using other tech-
nology to better serve the public.

I make these observations as a 
longstanding Lakewood resident and 
as a retired federal prosecutor with 40 
years trial experience in both state and 
federal courts. Although I commend 
Judge Carroll’s opponent for his desire 
to be involved in public service and I 
understand one’s ambition to someday 
become a judge, the position requires 
solid judgment and a wisdom that is 
only acquired through years of legal 
experience and service. Judge Carroll’s 
opponent currently lacks the requisite 
experience and knowledge to head the 
Lakewood Municipal Court.

Gary Arbeznik has been a 
Lakewood resident for 40 years. He is 
a retired U.S. Attorney with 40 years of 
experience as prosecutor in state and 
federal courts.

Michael J. Skindell – A Proven Leader 
For Every Lakewoodite
by Matt Markling

Earlier this month, I had the pleasure 
of spending the evening with many Repub-
licans from Lakewood at the “Republican 
Presidential Primary Debate” hosted by 
Fox News and Facebook in conjunction 
with the Ohio Republican Party.

What was one of the main topics 
of discussion?

Surprisingly, we spent a lot of time 
discussing how we know that Senator 
Michael J. Skindell can save Lakewood 
and restore honest, transparent, and 
accountable leadership to City Hall.

Team Summers and Build Lakewood 
members have spent a great deal of time 
ignoring the lengthy and undisputed 
history Mike Skindell has of fighting for 
every Lakewoodite – regardless of party 
affiliation - as a resident, city councilper-
son, state representative, and state senator.

When I was an elected member of 
the Lakewood City School District Board 

property and we want to know what our 
citizens envision on that land.”

Lakewood Director of Planning and 
Development Dru Siley will present design 
concepts at the workshops. Each concept 
explores various options—from mostly 
commercial/business, to retail/mixed use, 
to housing and a boutique hotel. “Every 
idea will be on the table,” said Siley. “We 
are looking for these workshops to shape 
guiding principles for property develop-
ment. For example: Should we maintain 
the Curtis Block or the look of the 1917 
hospital structure? How much green 
space should we maintain? What kind 
of diversity of property should there be? 
We will rely on these guiding principles 
to focus our early stage ideas for develop-
ment of the property.”

The City of Lakewood and 
Lakewood City Council will co-host the 
community visioning workshops, which 
will take place in the community room at 

University of Akron Lakewood branch. 
The first session is slated to take place 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. August 19; addi-
tional meetings will be announced soon.
Background

Currently, Lakewood City Council is 
considering a proposal that would modify 
the Cleveland Clinic’s letter of intent and 
create a new family medical health center 
and 24/7 emergency room on the corner 
of Belle and Detroit avenues. The pro-
posed change to the project would allow 
the City of Lakewood to redevelop the 5.7 
acres of land on the east side of Belle. 

In January, the Lakewood Hospi-
tal Association and the Cleveland Clinic 
submitted a letter of intent describing 
their proposal and vision of healthcare 
delivery in Lakewood. Since that time, 
City Council and the administration have 
been working diligently, in good faith and 
with all deliberate speed, to understand 
and assess the proposal. These efforts have 
included more than 30 meetings by City 

Council. Those meetings involved repre-
sentatives of LHA, the Cleveland Clinic, 
LHA’s consultant Subsidium Healthcare, 
the Lakewood Hospital Foundation, 
human service organizations and other 
community organizations and members 
of the public. Additionally, City Council 
has sought out analysis by outside counsel 
of the existing definitive agreement and 
lease relating to Lakewood Hospital.

While it continues to conduct due dil-
igence, City Council has not introduced, 
considered or adopted any legislation that 
would carry the terms of this proposal 
or any proposal regarding the future of 
Lakewood Hospital into effect.

Huron Consulting Group, an 
independent national consulting firm 
hired by the City of Lakewood to assist 
the City in its due diligence is expected 
to report new findings to Lakewood 
City Council this month.

continued from page 1

Mayor, City Council Invite Citizens To Share Ideas For 
Lakewood’s Downtown Development

of Education, Senator Skin-
dell would always take time 
out of his busy schedule to 
meet and speak with me 
to discuss very important 
issues facing public educa-
tion. And Senator Skindell 
continues his open door 
policy to this day.

Throughout the night 
of the “Republican Presi-
dential Primary Debate,” 
the common theme among 
my Republican friends was 
that, while Mike Skindell didn’t always 
agree with them, Mike Skindell always 
treated them with respect and dignity 
… and Mike Skindell never lied to 
them, ever.

Mike Summers … not so much.
Matt Markling and his wife, Katie, 

have three sons and are very proud 
Lakewood City Schools parents and 

City of Lakewood residents. Matt is a 
former president of the Lakewood City 
School District Board of Education. 
Matt is currently a Pack 68 Cub Scout 
leader, PTA member, Lakewood Recre-
ation Department volunteer coach and 
Youth Athletic Commission member, 
school law professor, and the managing 
director of the state-wide law firm of 
McGown & Markling Co., L.P.A.

Lakewood School Board President Matthew John 
Markling and Senator Michael J. Skindell discussing 
public education policy issues over breakfast in April of 
2011. 

Photo by: Jim
 O’Bryan.
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Taster Twins Nosh At Nelly Belly
by Ingrid Dickson & Irene Joyce

A hidden gem at the western bor-
der of Lakewood, cheekily named 
Nelly Belly, is located at the mouth 
of the Rocky River in the space for-
merly occupied by Sweetwater Cafe. 
If you don’t know it’s there, it is some-
what difficult to find and the signage 
doesn’t help much. Do not give up! 
Your reward will be delicious food with 
matchless views nestled in the beauty 
of the natural world. Located at the 
Emerald Necklace Marina, Nelly Belly 
has ample outdoor seating, including a 
lovely gazebo. Whether enjoying a tasty 
treat in the cozy dining area, basking 
on the sunlit patio with a frosty bever-
age, or relaxing in the shade of majestic 
leafy trees watching the boats glide by, 
lunch at Nelly Belly is a pleasure.

Upon arriving at the counter, we 
were greeted by friendly staff and a 
plethora of tempting choices, including 
over a dozen styles of warm and toasty 
flatbreads called piadinas. After much 
debate, we ordered  a yummy, melty 
Philly cheese steak and savory meatball 
piadina with mozzarella and parmesan 
cheese. As we waited for our sandwiches 
to be delivered, we sampled the clam 
chowder, which was creamy and clammy 
(in the best way). When the piadinas 
arrived, steaming and swaddled in foil, a 
generous helping of the fresh ingredients 

were wrapped in chewy dough: quite sat-
isfying and delicious!

Other offerings include applewood 
oven-fired Nelly Belly pizzas with your 
choice of chef inspired combinations of 
toppings. Complement your meal with 
a garden fresh signature salad or (even 
better) fried coconut shrimp with sweet 
chili dipping sauce, crispy crinkle cut 
fries, or pretzel bites served with honey 
mustard or chipotle ranch. Everything 
we tried was well-prepared and fulfilled 
or exceeded our expectations.

A special bonus that we really 
enjoyed was the delightful little gift/
tackle/necessity shop that made our 
afternoon at Nelly Belly even better. 
Unsurprisingly, the Taster Twins put 
shopping right up there with dining on 
our list of favorite pastimes. This little 
oasis filled the bill on both fronts! Now 
that you have been let in on the secret of 
Nelly Belly, make sure you venture off the 
beaten path and treat yourself to a won-
derful experience in a beautiful setting.

Winning The War Over Lakewood Hospital:
Keep Your Eyes On The Ball And Hit A Home Run
by Georganne Vartorella, M.D.

Battle lines have been drawn. The 
pain felt is deep and real. The division 
and rancor over the fate of Lakewood 
Hospital has sliced the soul of the com-
munity. But that division must dissolve 
into unity. That rancor must evolve into 
a commitment to build a better future.

Address To City Council: July 20, 
2015

Thank you for the opportunity 
to speak in support of the Cleveland 
Clinic and Lakewood Hospital Asso-
ciation’s proposal you have before you 
for the redevelopment of the Lakewood 
Hospital site. 

I’m Dr. Georganne Vartorella, 
a board certified physician of inter-
nal medicine. I had the privilege of 
serving the community as an inde-
pendent practitioner in Lakewood 
and Lakewood Hospital. My husband 
is still an independent practitioner of 
ophthalmology in Lakewood. 

When I began my career I chose 
Lakewood and Lakewood Hospital 
instead of a university teaching hos-
pital in Washington D.C. because the 
quality of care here was equally superb. 
But the dedication, compassion, com-
mitment and sense of community I saw 
in everyone who worked at Lakewood 
Hospital was unmatched compared to 
anywhere else I’d been. 

We were a family with the singu-
lar goal of providing the best service we 
could to patients and their families. 

My husband and I also chose 

to practice in the city of Lakewood 
because of its diversity, its energy and 
its vibrancy as well as this community’s 
willingness to look ahead and step into 
the future, embrace change, welcome 
change, adapt to change and consider 
the possibilities that change holds. 

I remember my time at Lakewood 
Hospital fondly. Proud of a job well 
done by all of us. 

But it’s time to let go and do 
what this community does best-move 
Lakewood forward and consider the 
opportunity that’s presented. It will 
allow patients and all residents to grow 
and prosper. 

The change in medical care and 
its delivery is seismic and astonishing. 
And it’s going to keep changing at an 
exponential rate. 

The length of an inpatient hospital 
stay following gall bladder surgery or 
hip replacement, for example, is a frac-
tion of what it was just a few years ago. 

There was a time when a patient 
who’d had cataract surgery was con-
fined to an inpatient hospital bed for a 
month with their head sandbagged so 
they couldn’t move and compromise 
the eye that had been operated on. 
Today’s cataract surgery is a ten minute 
procedure typically done in an outpa-
tient ambulatory setting. Patients can 
return to work the next day and some-
times even the same day. 

The transition from inpatient treat-
ment to outpatient treatment has been 

enormous nationwide. The requirements 
for inpatient care will continue to rap-
idly decline across the country. Studies by 
institutions including the National Insti-
tute of Health have cited hospital capacity 
excess for decades. Collaborative studies 
by groups such as the American Hospi-
tal Association and the Association for 
Community Health Improvement have 
shown that hospitals must improve health 
outside their walls and into the commu-
nity. Hospitals can no longer simply be 
organized to deliver acute care. They will 
be required and they will be mandated to 
provide health education, healthy lifestyle 
promotion as well as disease and injury 
prevention programs. 

Consider this. Patients in the 
remotest parts of the country and 
the world, generally unable to get to a 
physician can now access the health-
care system and a provider through 
tools like Skype. Historically, inter-
mittent heart rhythm disturbances 
have often been difficult for physi-
cians to detect in the office or with 
conventional technology. Now imag-
ine in the not too distant future, a 
telephone app that would allow a 
patient to transmit the abnormal 
rhythm in real time, as it’s occurring, 
to their doctor or a specialist hun-
dreds of miles away. 

It’s incredible to think of how 
medicine has changed globally and 
will evolve in ways we cannot yet even 
imagine or envision. And so will the 

face and infrastructure of hospitals. 
I’m not privy to information 

about what could have, should have or 
would have been alternative paths for 
Lakewood Hospital. But it’s not useful 
or healthy to continue to speculate and 
wrangle about it. 

Nor do I think it’s productive or 
healthy to speculate and wrangle about 
what independent physicians could 
have, should have or would have done 
if we had a “do over.” But I am fairly 
confident that as community hospitals 
close one after another, day after day 
across this country, few, if any, are left 
with the potential for redevelopment 
that Lakewood has before it. 

To squander this potential would 
be tragic and I believe devastating for 
Lakewood.

The task ahead is clear. It’s nec-
essary. Physicians must do what we’re 
taught to do, what we’re bound to do-
advocate for patients. 

And I ask the City Council to con-
tinue the stewardship that has set this 
community apart from others. Vote for 
this proposal and guide the commu-
nity through this time of uncertaintly 
and, perhaps, even fear of change into 
a future that will advance the care of 
patients and the growth and develop-
ment of Lakewood. 

This time physicians and the com-
munity must get on board and take this 
train. If we don’t we’ll leave our patients 
and Lakewood stranded at the station.

氀椀漀渀愀渀搀戀氀甀攀⸀挀漀洀

匀甀洀洀攀爀匀愀氀攀
最漀椀渀最 漀渀 一伀圀
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Michelle Mehaffey Taylor Listing Specialist with EZ Sales Team at Keller Williams

•  Comprehensive marketing to largest range of qualified Buyers
• Exceptional personalized service and consistent communication
• Exclusive representation and no “junk-fee’s”

Your Lakewood Neighbor 
aNd reaL estate expert

“I’m proud to call Lakewood my home. As a resident and full-time Realtor, I offer first hand 
knowledge in selling your Lakewood home for maximum market value and strive to provide  
a stress-free experience.” -Michelle Mehaffey Taylor

Considering selling your home? Contact Michelle today for a listing consult.

216.233.8316    Michelle@eZsalesteam.com

Car Kulture 2015 
Brings The Heat!

conduct” with the Ohio Ethics Com-
mission. These charges/allegations can 
be filed anonymously and the investi-
gation process is explained further on 
the OEC’s website at http://www.ethics.
ohio.gov/investigation/index.shtml.

According to the Ohio Ethics 
Commission’s website, conflicts of 
interest “are first-degree misdemeanor 
criminal offenses, punishable by a fine 
of up to $1000 and/or a maximum of 
6 months in jail.” Likewise, having 
an unlawful interest in a public con-
tract is either a “fourth-degree felony 
criminal offenses, punishable by a fine 
of up to $5000 and/or a maximum of 
18 months in prison” or a “first degree 
misdemeanor criminal offenses, pun-
ishable by a fine of up to $1000 and/or 
a maximum of 6 months in jail.”

The Ohio Ethics Commission 
does not address issues of “incom-
patible positions” as those issues are 
addressed by the Ohio Attorney General 
as explained at http://www.ethics.ohio.
gov/education/factsheets/authority_of_
the_ohio_ethics_commission.pdf.

The May 1, 2015 and May 8, 2015 
Ohio Ethics Commission advisory opin-

ions only address issues relating to the 
Lakewood Hospital as submitted by 
Butler. Neither decision addresses any 
hypothetical questions relating to Mayor 
Summers serving on the boards of local 
financial insitiutions, private businesses 
and/or other non-profits and commit-
tees operating in Lakewood. 

The purpose of this article is to pro-
vide the facts as known at the time of 
submission relating to both ethics opin-
ions regarding Mayor Summers and his 
wife. Additional ethical issues are reserved 
for future articles and discussion.

The two letters submitted to the 
Ohio Ethics Commission by Butler, as 
well as both responses, can be viewed 
at: http://media.lakewoodobserver.
com /media /docs _1439844079.pdf  
and: http://media.lakewoodobserver.
com/media/docs_1439844176.pdf

You can read all of the documents as 
they are uncovered at lakewoodobserver.
com/forum.

Questions, comments or concerns 
regarding the various ethics issues facing 
public officials and employees should be 
directed to the Ohio Ethics Commission, 
which can be contacted at http://www.
ethics.ohio.gov/index.shtml.

continued from page 1

Mayor Summers Receives Advisory 
Opinions From Ohio Ethics Commission

Hey there's another photographer trying to shoot my model, no, I guess he is into engines!
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Maria Dessoffy Anderson donned 
her new Poodle skirt for this year's Car 
Kulture. The 21-year-old hair dresser 
purchased the skirt at Lakewood's Mis-
sion Boutique a few weeks ago. Maria 
has joined the fun a few years in a row 
now, playing dress up and posing with 

the "Klassic Kars."
Dan Morgan is a Photography and 

Marketing Specialist as well as life long 
Lakewood resident and advocate! Dan 
Morgan/Straight Shooter.www.New.
AboutDanMorgan.com
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This year’s Car Kulture Show was the best ever, too good for just this page, so stop by 
the Lakewood Observer and see the full galleries from Alex, Dan, Jim and others. Isn’t 
it time you joined and shared some pictures? To Jerry and Ruthie Koneigsmark and 
crew, thank you, thank you, thank you. It is a great summer event with people coming 
in from all over the Midwest!
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Hens In Lakewood: Ward One
by Dana McSwain

Ask long-time Lakewood resident Jan 
Dregalla why she wanted to be in the Hen 
Pilot Program and she’ll tell you: “It’s part 
of a sustainable lifestyle. My family raised 
chickens when I was growing up and I’d 
like to share what I know about return-
ing to a balanced lifestyle and away from 
the need for a factory farm system.” That’s 
her practical answer for keeping backyard 
hens. All practicality aside, Jan will tell 
you she takes great pleasure in watching 
their charming antics around the coop 
yard, the way they run to her when called 
and the flock’s favorite game: chase the 
rolling blueberries.

A typical day for a hen keeper starts 
early. Hen schedules are tied year-round 
to the rising and setting sun, so that 
means getting up with the birds, liter-
ally. “Every morning, I feed the hens, 
pick their coop clean, add nitrogen rich 
droppings to the recycling bin, give them 
fun snacks in the afternoon and play 
with them,” Jan explains. “Then I ready 
them for the night, making sure the coop 
doors are closed tight against night pred-
ators by the beginning of dusk.”

And what is the reward for all this 
care and attention? As another Ward One 
hen pilot member, I can tell you myself. 
Eggs with yolks the color of marigolds 
that taste like nothing you can buy at the 
store. A small clutch of quiet feathered 
ladies that run around in happy circles 

Jan Dregalla’s Hen Haven.

when they see you coming with their feed 
bucket or a slice of watermelon. Compost 
for the healthiest garden you can imagine. 
Weeds and grass clippings, kitchen scraps 
and leftovers? Instead of putting them on 
the curb for the trucks, you can tip them 
into the run and watch the ladies devour 
them, a sensible closed ecosystem on a 
backyard level. My husband finds watch-
ing them so relaxing, he has dubbed them 
“the best aquarium ever.” For myself, I like 
to watch the hens take lazy dust baths in 

the afternoon, content to relax after a pro-
ductive morning of egg-laying. Jan likes to 
watch her hens catch a wicked amount of 
mosquitoes and other pests at dusk. 

But all this doesn’t come cheap, nor 
it a hobby that should be entered into 
lightly. Initial start up prices for a coop, 
run, supplies and hens will set you back 
at least $500. Jan Dregalla designed and 
built her own coop with a combination 
of sweat-equity, family and carpenter 
friends, costing her $1600 in materials 
alone. “I live only a few blocks from the 
Metroparks. I knew I had to build a fort 
to protect my hens from predators. My 
coop might seem over-the-top to some, 
but whether you build or buy, make sure 
you ask yourself, “Will this keep land 
and air predators away from my hens?” 
Citing the unusually wet spring and dif-
ficult terrain, Jan says her coop build 
took her an unexpected three months, 
two months longer than anticipated. 
“So, I’d say multiply whatever you think 
by three,” she adds with a wry laugh.

Donna and Brian Keith, another 
Ward 1 pilot family, had previous experi-
ence keeping chickens out of state. “We 
built our own henhouse and run, our 
hens love it,” say the Keiths. They esti-
mate their total build costs at $1000, they 
built the coop and run over a few days.

I was lucky enough to get a second-
hand coop from a friend of mine who 

keeps hens in Cleveland Heights, where 
they’ve had a successful backyard hen 
program since 2013. But even with a 
coop already built, it still took my fam-
ily about six weeks to prep the build site, 
place and modify the coop to our needs 
and build a predator-proof run. Weather 
was a factor for us as well. Winter hung 
on through April, followed by almost 
two solid months of rain. All told, even 
with a free coop, we spent nearly $300 
in supplies. While keeping chickens isn’t 
exactly a luxury hobby, it is a significant 
investment in time and resources.

Over the five years backyard hens 
were debated in Lakewood, there were 
strong feelings on both sides. Those in 
favor cited eggs, the environment, and 
sustainability. Those with reservations 
worried about smell, noise, and nui-
sance in Lakewood’s densely packed 
neighborhoods. With the pilot now in 
its ninth month, how do the neighbors 
feel about the new backyard residents?

“All my neighbors love them,” says 
Jan. “They visit them and even bring 
their friends along.” As for myself, when 
I told my neighbors I had five hens in my 
backyard, they expressed astonishment 
at how quiet they are, one neighbor joked 
that the sparrows make a bigger ruckus 
than the hens do. As for issues of smell, 
I have had no complaints. A properly 
maintained coop and run not only assure 
an absence of odor, but also assure egg 
quality and the health of your flock. If 
good fences make good neighbors, good 
henkeeping makes happy neighbors.

The biggest advice Jan Dregalla, the 
Keiths and myself can offer anyone con-
sidering hens in the future is this: do your 
homework. Take the OSU Extension Class. 
Find a mentor with real life experience. 
Read everything you can find on the sub-
ject. The Lakewood Hen Families have 
created a wonderful resource on their Face-
book page with timely, informative links 
to everything hens. In addition, the pilot 
families are hosting a free coop tour on 
September 20th from 1-4pm so people can 
see for themselves what hens in Lakewood 
looks like and answer any questions.

Hens are a joy to keep but a serious 
responsibility, like any pet. They need 
daily care, morning and night. But 
unlike any other traditional pet, urban 
chickens earn their keep.
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Lincoln School Memorial Prints Travel To Illinois
by Katharine Ott

As the dust motes settled in the 
halls of Lincoln Elementary School last 
June, two more items needed to find 
a home. Demolition of the venerable 
brick school was on the calendar and 
students were to be housed elsewhere 
until a newly built school on the same 
site, the corner of Summit Avenue and 
Clifton Boulevard in Lakewood, Ohio, 
was completed.

During a conversation with long-
time library media assistant Sue 
Cernanec, my counterpart at Lincoln, 
who knew of my keen interest in local 
history, I was introduced to a set of 
framed prints which had been in stor-
age at the school for many years. The 
subject matter, a young boy and girl 
in Spanish garb, were vintage images 
from the 1940s and 50s, but did not 
seem to relate to Lincoln School his-
tory.  BUT, the small metal plaques on 
the base of each print made that a dif-
ferent story entirely.

“IN MEMORY OF JANE EESLEY 
1938--1950” We speculated, could it 
have been a teacher there, or possi-
bly a student? My research revealed a 
heartbreaking story. In an era when 
“human interest” stories were picked 
up by the wires and made available 
to other newspapers, the Lima News, 
the Zanesville Signal, and as far away 
as the Brownsville Herald in Texas, all 
reported that young Jane Eesley, “the 
first girl to captain the safety patrol at 

Eesley Family

Lincoln School prints

Lincoln elementary school in subur-
ban Lakewood,” had been out riding 
her bicycle when she was hit by a car. 
Family members remember, “A car 
went by her too close and the passen-
ger side’s car handle caught Janie’s bike 
handle and flipped her off her bike. She 
fell unconscious and never recovered. 
A terrible tragedy.”

It’s not known who purchased 
the prints for Lincoln School to com-
memorate Jane’s short life. Although 
born in New York, her mother’s family 
were Cleveland area natives and Mrs. 
Eesley brought her three children to 
Lakewood in the 1940s to be closer to 
her relatives following the unexpected 

death of her husband. Jane’s teachers 
at Lincoln were, in K-6 order, Kroeger, 
King, Todd, Boyd, Becker, Becker and 
DiBiasio. Following a B+ in kindergar-
ten, she settled down to all A’s for the 
next five years. Jane’s two older broth-
ers both graduated from Lakewood 
High in the 1940s and continued their 
studies at Ohio Wesleyan University in 
Delaware, Ohio. One brother, Richard 
“Dick” Eesley, lives in Illinois where 
his daughter Jane, the namesake of her 
aunt, is a Methodist minister.

When I first encountered current 
evidence of a living Jane Eesley, I was 

a bit confused, but phone and email 
conversations with her made it clear 
that I had found the family of Lincoln 
School’s Jane. In the fall of 2014, the 
two prints were shipped to the fam-
ily, thanks to the goodwill of local art 
dealer, Paul Sykes.  And in the summer 
of 2015, I was able to meet and talk with 
the family, Jane and her parents, during 
their week-long stay at Lakeside Chau-
tauqua. There were so many shared 
connections it was almost like talking 
to a former neighbor. I was pleased to 
have played a part in restoring this bit 
of Lincoln School memorabilia to the 
family, and thank Sue Cernanec and 
Paul Sykes for their assistance. The 
Eesley family appreciates these efforts 
made with Jane’s memory in mind.

Memorial plaque
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ank-you for making Rozi’s Wine House, Inc.
Northeast Ohio’s #1 Ranked Wine Store (Cleveland & Scene Magazines)

NOW OPEN!
Choose a select bottle (or glass)

of wine or draft beer from
from the Café Menu
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Browse Cleveland’s 

#1 #1 Rated Wine Store and
choose any bottle of wine or
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Serving the legal needs of governmental and private organizations, public and private officials, and employers and employees. 

McGown | Markling remains among the 
select few law firms to receive a Tier 1 
Ranking by U.S. News & World Report 
- Best Lawyers® “Best Law Firms” in 
“Education Law” for every year since 

the ranking began. 
 

Matt Markling, Tom Giffels, and Sean 
Koran are proud Lakewood residents 

and attorneys with McGown | Markling. 


