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“What good is the warmth of summer, without the cold of winter to give it sweetness.”

John Steinbeck, Travels with Charley: In Search of America

LCAC Does It Again At Thanksgiving!

Food & Volunteers Needed For Chrlstmas Food Drlve

by Celia Dorsch

Despite the weather and
a malfunctioning truck lift,
Lakewood Charitable Assis-
tance Corporation’s (LCAC)
Thanksgiving Food Basket
Distribution was an amazing
success! In the face of plum-
meting  temperatures
freezing rain, a record num-
ber of volunteers showed up
to help the LCAC to sort and
bag non-perishable food items
as well as deliver turkeys, pota-
toes, pies and all the fixings to
300 of our Lakewood neigh-
bors in need so that they could

and

enjoy a full Thanksgiving meal
with their families.

Over 14,700 pounds of
food were assembled through
school non-perishable drives
and monetary contributions
- from individual donors,
businesses,
organizations in our com-
munity. That’s over 7 tons of
food (or the equivalent of 2

schools and

grown elephants)! Way to go
Lakewood!

But we need your help for
Christmas! Right now, LCAC s
gearing up to deliver its second
round of holiday food baskets
to another 300 residents for the
Christmas Holiday. Between
now and December 15th,
LCAC encourages Lakewood
residents to drop off gifts of
non-perishable food items at
Lakewood Hardware, or any
one of the following schools:
Emerson, Garfield, Grant,
Harding, Harrison, Lakewood
City Academy, Lincoln or Roo-
sevelt.

Beginning Friday, Decem-
ber 16th, LCAC calls on the
community to  volunteer.
Many hands are needed to
sort the canned food dona-
tions prior to home deliveries
on Saturday, December 17th.
Bring your family and friends.
This service opportunity is
open to all ages. Specific times,

Local Food, Handcrafts
At LEAF Holiday
Market On December 20

by Lisa Hofmann

Buy local for the holidays!
At LEAF’s Holiday Market on
Tuesday, December 20, you
can find fresh, seasonal pro-
duce in addition to a variety
of locally made food items and
handmade crafts. The market
is from5:30-8 p.m. at Garfield
Middle School, 13114 Detroit
Ave in Lakewood.

Enjoy local foods for your
holiday meals:Order a CSA

-

share of seasonal produce to
pick up that evening. (Order
in advance by December 13 at
cityfresh.org.)

Fuel up for shopping with
hot, homemade soups and
cookies, available to eat on site.

Local vendors will be sell-
ing a variety of handmade
items, including soaps, ceram-
ics, yarns, pasta, sauces & salsas,
upcycled bags, birch wood dec-

continued on page 2
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Get your last minute shopping done at LEAF’s Holiday Market on
December 20 at Garfield Middle School.

dates and volunteer needs are
listed below:

Where?

Lakewood Masonic Tem-
ple - 15300 Detroit Ave.

Enter through NE door
near rear parking lot

When?

Friday, December 16th

10 am.-2 pm. — food
donations are sorted and
prepped for bagging

6-7 p.m. — non-perishable
food bags are filled

Saturday, December 17th

9-10:30 a.m. — perishable
continued on page 3

by Christine Gordillo

The Board of Education at
its Nov. 21 meeting approved a
change order for construction
at Lakewood High to include
an indoor elevated track. This
was the final piece of the puzzle
that needed to be completed in
order for construction of the
track to move ahead.

The track, which will
cost approximately $1 mil-
lion, will be paid for mostly

with a generous dona-

Volunteers of all ages help at LCAC’s annual events!

Indoor Track Gets Final Go-Ahead

tion made by First Federal
Lakewood. It will be built
atop the current gym under
construction in the new ath-
letic wing of the high school
at the corner of Bunts and
Franklin. The track should
be open to the community in
November 2017.

Other aspects of the
high school construction are
moving along according to
schedule. The new academic
wing, which is being com-

pleted on Robinwood Avenue
behind the west wing of the
school, will be open on Jan.
3 when students and staff
return from Winter Break.
There will be an Open House
on January 24 from 6-8 p.m.
to tour the new wing. The
cafeteria is slated to be open
for students in April 2017
and the performing arts and
athletic wing, minus the
gym, is scheduled to open in
August 2017.

Bike Repair Stand Installed At
Lakewood PUb|IC Library

by Elaine Rosenberger

Lakewood Public Library
recently installed a stain-
less steel bicycle repair stand.
Located in front of the Main
Library at 15425 Detroit Ave-
nue, the stand includes an air
pump and other tools necessary
to perform bicycle repairs and
maintenance from inflating or
changing flat tires to adjusting
brakes and derailleurs.

The stand’s purchase was
made possible by a gener-
ous gift from The Friends of
Lakewood Public Library. Its
installation was welcomed by
members of Bike Cleveland
and Bike
non-profit advocacy groups
for bicyclists. Ryan Sheldon,
owner of Beat Cycles, stated:
“It’s amazing to see other
organizations embracing bike

Lakewood, local

culture.”

Pictured above, stand-
ing behind the new bike
repair stand are Keith Pish-
nery and Ryan Sheldon (Bike
Lakewood); Rob Thomp-
son (Spin Bike Shop); Eileen
Wilbourn (President of the
Friends of Lakewood Pub-

lic Library); Debby Gorencic,

Theresa Quint,
erson, Kelly Kirkbride, and

Terry Ped-

Slivka  (Friends
and Gregory
Christian and Kevin King,
(Library Maintenance). Not
pictured are Amanda Harland
(Bike Lakewood) and Jacob
VanSickle (Bike Cleveland).

Maureen
Volunteers);
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Local Food, Handcrafts At LEAF
Holiday Market On December 20

continued from page 1 Cleveland Recycles
orations, jams, baked goods, handmade Knit Happens
toys & pillows, pierogis, crochet crafts, Laughing Cat Fibers
local honey, knit accessories, cookbooks Jenci: Upcycled bags
and more. Vendors include: Pillows Full of Joy
Breadheads Breadery Blue Moon Art
Sugar Arts Bakehouse 8th Street Studio
Cleveland Soap Co St. Croix Farms
Gina DeSantis Ceramics Doten Apiaries
Belt Publishing Tupperware & Fight Like aGirl
Community Greenhouse Partners Foundation oo “Don’t forget to stop by Hixson’s at 14125 Detroit Avenue, 216-521-9277. Visit North-
CLE Hugs and Cookies Thee Faerie Ring Arts and Crafts

Cleveland Postcard Club
Little Lakewood Pasta
Blaze Gourmet

Crafty Mom: handcrafted items
Poppy Kitchen: Pierogis
Find up-to-date information at

ern Ohio’s holiday center with Mr. Christmas, Bill Hixson, signing ornaments from
Hixon’s collection of hundreds of ornaments going back decades! Take the kids, it is a
must every holiday season.”

Crochet Til Death/ The CuddleCult
Sugar Arts Bakehouse

www.facebook.com/leafcommunity.org/
or email leafcommunity@gmail.com.
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Indoor Playground for Kids 8 Private Party Center
13389 Smith Rd. = Middleburg OH 44130
440-502-5151 = 216-385-9624
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Specializing in Inflatables « Puppet Shows » Characters
Plush Animal Rides » Games and More

Hair Color & Gloss
$29.95%

Single Process Retouch & Gloss

Hair Color
$39.95%

Single Process Full Hair Color

Mini Highlight
$39.95

10-12 Foil Highlights

Raarat Caeing ad Taeat

Making life simple...
Catering from
Italian Creations

216-226-2282

16104 Hilliard Road e Lakewood
www.ItalianCreation.com

* Hair Color only. Extra long or thick hair may
be an additional charge. Consult stylist.

By Appointment
with Anita
216-502-8292

A Shop for a Future Generation

Vintagefupcycled furniture and other
unigue decorative home pieces

Carol Lynn’s Salon Plus
15516 Madison Ave., Lakewood

Italian and Classical American Cuisine

10024 Lorain Ave., Cleveland
Fri-Sunl12-5 - 450-669-8973%

fAKEWOOD  SHRNED

OBSERVER % oy ntt
Your Independent Source for Lakewood News & Opinion

Published biweekly with a current circulation of 10,000+ copies. The paper is made
available free of charge and can be found at over 130 business locations within the City
of Lakewood and on our website. The views and opinions expressed in this publication do
not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the publisher and staff. Copyright 2016
* AGS/The Lakewood Observer, Inc. All rights reserved. Any reproduction is forbidden
without written permission.

The mission of the Lakewood Observer is to attract, articulate, and amplify civic
intelligence and community good will in the city of Lakewood and beyond.

Become an Observer!

As a product of citizen journalism, The Lakewood Observer is looking for people, ages 3-100,
to get involved in the paper and the city. We are looking for volunteer writers, photographers,
designers, and illustrators to help with the production of the paper. It does not matter if you are
a professional or amateur, our editorial staff will be glad to help you through the process.
Register to our website Member Center where you can submit stories, press releases, letters to the
editor, photos. No need to register to post online calendar or classified ads.

Upcoming Submission Deadline Publish Date
December 11, 2016 December 20, 2016
January 3, 2017 January 10, 2017

C|BVB|3TI[|

MAGAZINE

www.lakewoodobserver.com — 216.712.7070
14900 Detroit Avenue, Suite 205, Lakewood, OH 44107

The Lakewood Observer
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Margaret Brinich Troy Bratz
216.712.7070
ADVISORY BOARD - Steve Davis, Heidi Hilty, Jeff Endress, Jim Crawford,

Steve Ott, Margaret Brinich, Betsy Voinovich

OBSERVATION DECK BOARD - Jim O’Bryan, Meg Ostrowski, Heidi Hilty,
Dan Alaimo, Tom Wagner, Betsy Voinovich

WEBMASTERS - Raul Montejo, Dan Alaimo
ILLUSTRATIONS - Rob Masek, Jim O’Bryan
PRODUCTION - A Graphic Solution, Inc.

PHOTOGRAPHY - Mike Deneen, Brian Foox, Lisa Hofmann, Kevin Huryn,
John Kompier, Jim O’Bryan, Fran Storch

PUBLISHER
Jim O’Bryan

ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Betsy Voinovich

Booking gﬁ e _
floliday \ ietod
pt‘n’tlg,ﬁ | Games VithlUs!

aul Book your
NOW!

= fundraisers and
special events
With Us!
Tuesday and Sunday are $2 Taco Nights
Best Brunch In Town! Saturdays at 11am & Sunday 9:30am
Mondays - Buy One, Get One - Black Angus Burgers
Wednesdays - Try our $5 Menu!

18616 Detroit Avenue
216.521.4413 » www.atccafe.com

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS - Anita Boutros. Patrick Connolly, Mike Deneen,
Celia Dorsh, Tiffany Fox, Christine Gordillo, Lisa Hofmann, Kevin Huryn,
Hiam Jawhari, Eric Knapp, John Kompier, Pat Miller, Elaine Rosenberger,
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Celebrating Over 10 Years of Community Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Analysis Shows Ohio Workers Will Suffer From
GOP Unemployment Compensation Plan

by Michael Skindell

State Senator Michael J. Skindell
(D-Lakewood) recently spoke out against
proposed changes to Ohio’s unemploy-
ment compensation fund because the
legislation unfairly punishes workers. A
fiscal analysis of SB 374, conducted by the
non-partisan Legislative Service Com-
mission (LSC), found that the financial
burden for getting the unemployment
fund to solvency would fall 83% on work-
ers and only 17% on business owners.

“In the past, business and labor lead-
ers got together to work out a fair deal to

keep Ohio’s unemployment system fully
funded. But there’s nothing fair about this
plan,” said Senator Skindell. “Unemployed
workers are being hit with massive benefit
cuts while businesses will still be paying
less than they did in the 1990s when you
take inflation into consideration.”

The LSC analysis
that employees would lose $3.5 billion
in benefits if SB 374 is enacted while
businesses would be expected to pay
only $715 million in additional taxes.
The modest increase in the wage base
for employment taxes from $9,000 to

determined

lion and blue

15106 Detroit Avenue
216-529.2328

Enjoy a
PEACEFUL

Shopping Experience

53

lionandblue.com

LAKEWOOD’S

Frenier Enlreprenenr 04/@ Suites!

Run your business from a first class office space
in a renovated 1910 neoclassical mansion!

Suites starting at $240/m.
Community conference room,
fitness center, full kitchen,
basement storage,
off-street parking,
& all utilities included.

Now leasing for
March 2017 availability.
13443 Detroit Rd, Lakewood

“Saturday

Create Your Own - 11 a.m.

Serving Breakfast/Lunch
featuring our famous
Gourmet Meatloaf Stack and
Savory Pot Roast
Voted Best Hamburger
On The Northcoast!

18514 Detroit Avenue,
Lakewood, OH 44107
phone: 216-521-7684

West End Tavern presents:
“Sunday Brunch”

3]
BlOOdY Mal'y Bar A 20-Year Lakewood Tradition

fax: 216-521-9518

10 am. -2 p.m.

Eggs Benedict ® Eggs Sardoux *
Stuffed French Toast ® Pot Roast Hash
Omelets ¢ Fritatas ® and more!
featuring our famous
"Mega Mimosas"

$11,000 is the first adjustment since
1995—a change that still leaves it
below the national average of $13,500.

“This plan amounts to another gift
to the business community which has
already benefited from billions of dollars
in tax cuts and reductions in worker’s
compensation premiums,” Senator Skin-
dell said. “The General Assembly should
take a fair approach through true nego-
tiation and recognition that the fund is
insolvent because businesses have been
given a pass for 20 years.”

Only 24% of the state’s unem-
ployed workers currently receive any
benefits because Ohio has very high
eligibility requirements. SB 374 does
nothing to correct this injustice and
cuts benefits even further.

State Senator Michael J. Skindell

Food & Volunteers Needed
For Christmas Food Drive

continued from page 1
foods are bagged, and all items are
prepped to deliver
10:30 a.m.-noon — drivers deliver
food baskets to 300 Lakewood households
Saturday activities are held out-
doors, regardless of the weather! Please
dress accordingly.

Lakewood  Charitable
Corp. is a non-profit, all-volunteer organi-

Assistance

zation, dedicated to improving the quality
of life of Lakewood’s families in need. For
more information, or to make a monetary
donation, visit us at www.LCAC.info or
check out our Facebook page at Lakewood
Charitable Assistance Corporation.

SOMETIMES THE
MOST STRIKING THING
ABOUT CHANGE IS
WHAT DOESN'T.

Not everything changes. Conven-
tional wisdom says otherwise, but
we'd say conventional
wisdom got it wrong.
Keeping your word,
for instance, has
never gone out of
style — in fact, it's
had a storied and
strikingly consistent history at
Raymond James. A long time ago,
we said we'd put clients first. And

Some things just never get old —
like sound decision-making
and firm handshakes.

for 50 years, we've been doing
everything necessary - acting
cautiously, growing
sustainably and serv-
ing clients unreserv-
edly — to keep that
promise. So, even
though we aren’t the
same firm we were
50 or even five years ago, our
commitment to you hasn't changed

at all. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

BENTLEY

WEALTH MANAGEMENT OF

RAYMOND JAMES”®

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145
0 440.801.1629 // C 216.513.0933 // F 440.801.1636
www.bentleywealthmanagement.com // michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc.,, member New York Stock Exchange /| SIPC. Raymond James® and
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

Celebrating Over 10 Years of Community Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Lakewood Public Library

Calendar Of Events

compiled by Elaine Rosenberger

Wednesday, December 7
Art to Go: Artists of Our Region

Cleveland Museum of Art staff and trained volunteers will visit the Library with genuine
art objects from the museum’s collection. Patrons will be introduced to 20th-century artists
who studied and worked at local cultural institutions, schools, and production workshops
such as the Cleveland Institute of Art, Karamu House, Huntington Polytechnic, and Cowan
Pottery Studio. These interactive sessions offer a unique hands-on experience, engaging
learners of all ages. Registration is required. Call (216) 226-8275, ext. 127 to register.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Multipurpose Room

Thursday, December 8

Math Success - A Series for Parents with Struggling Students
Getadvice, tips and tricks from teachers from Lakewood’s Elementary, Middle, and High
Schools that will help your student succeed at math, school and beyond. Tonight we will dis-
cuss “Family Fun That Will Also Develop and Strengthen Math Intuition.”

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Saturday, December 10
Film - “He Got Game” (1998)

Spike Lee presents a biting take on basketball recruitment and the pressures on young
athletes. Jesus Shuttlesworth (Ray Allen) is a senior at a New York City high school and the
top-ranked basketball player in the country. His father Jake (Denzel Washington) is released
from jail at the same time that recruiters come around to offer Jesus a scholarship. In order
to stay out of jail, it’s up to Jake to convince his son to go to the governor’s alma mater.

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Sunday, December 11

Concert - Sommerfugl
Sommerfugl, pronounced “summer fool” is Danish for “butterfly.” With Holly Overton
on violin and William Drake on guitar, their instrumentation is a journey. They share a
fondness for love songs and torch songs, and their harmonies are rich and delicate. Their
most recent album, Somewhere on the Wind, is a twelve song breezy ride influenced by
Peter, Paul and Mary and Sam and Dave. Their warmth will remind you of when your grass
was green and not covered in snow.

2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Tuesday, December 13

Poetry Workshop

The evening will start by getting inspired by writing free verse poetry and leafing through
some of the Library’s poetry collection. Once things get moving, attendees will tackle the
Sestina, a challenging yet entertaining form of poetry that consists of six six-line stanzas and
a three-line envoi. Any poetry created at the workshop that writers would like to share will
be displayed within the library after the workshop. This workshop will be facilitated by the
nominee of the Cleveland Arts prize, Kisha Nicole Foster, a poet, educator, coach and men-
tor from Cleveland, Ohio.

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library First Floor Multipurpose Room

Wednesday, December 14

Distance Learning: America Enduring

The Cleveland Museum of Art’s award-winning distance learning program connects
Library patrons with the museum to enrich their study of history, languages, science, math
and the visual arts. Through live videoconferencing, described as an interactive PBS show,
students view art and artifacts from around the world while sharing in two-way conversa-
tions with museum educators. In “America Enduring,” patrons will explore the period from
1913, three years before the Library’s founding, to 1945, an era that includes unprecedented
prosperity, the Great Depression, social and political change during the interwar period, and
the artistic reaction to European influence: regionalism.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Saturday, December 17
Film - “Wild at Heart” (1990)

In this road movie, nothing is normal. After being released from prison for brutally beat-
ing a man, Sailor Ripley (Nicholas Cage) and his lover, Lula Fortune (Laura Dern), ride off
in a convertible. Lula’s mother, Marietta (played by Dern’s real-life mother, Diane Ladd) is
incensed at the relationship and will do anything in her power to stop it.

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Sunday, December 18

Concert - Mike and Mary

Jazz and pop duo Mike Elkins and Mary Osburn have been performing the music of the
Great American Songbook for over seven years. Although they were children of the 60s,
Elkins and Osburn were influenced by the musical tastes of their parents. Mike’s father was
a high school band and choral director, and Mike has been playing piano While Mike and
Mary share a love for composers like Cy Coleman and Rogers and Hart, they also take great
delight in rediscovering wonderful standards that originated in long forgotten Broadway
shows and introducing them to new audiences.

The Lakewood Observer Serving
Lakewood Residents & Businesses Best For 10 Years
In Print & Online = ;

And Now In 20 Other ,,.»»«-’“‘“';

Communities! W

Isn’t it time you joined with
this history making,

award winning project?

‘eaLL
216.712.7070
TODAY!

2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Tuesday, December 20
Open Mic Night Hosted by Eric Odum

Open mic nights are a great place to hear amazing artists showcase their work, or a
perfect stepping stone to introducing your own writing. Whether you are an experienced
performer, or a curious novice, our enigmatic host Eric Odum will make you feel right at
home. This event is intergenerational and strongly encourages creative spirits of all ages to
share their poetry and prose! The open mic will be followed by a performance by Lakewood
Public Library’s own Zena Smith, who will be reading from her most recent book, Fracture.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Wednesday, December 21
Talk - R. Guy Cowan in Lakewood and Beyond

Cowan Pottery is a distinctive form of American art pottery that was produced in
Lakewood from 1912 to 1917 and then in Rocky River from 1920 to 1931. It was the only art
pottery in Northeast Ohio and, during its heyday, was recognized as one of the leading pot-
teries of the nation. Lauren Hansgen, curator of the Cowan Pottery Museum at Rocky River
Public Library, will speak on the history of Cowan, including its Lakewood beginnings.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Children & Youth Events

compiled by Eric Knapp

Thursday, December 8 through December 29
Comic Crash Course
For students in fifth through eighth grade

Join us for a four-week crash course in writing, illustrating, and publishing comic books.
Registration required.

4:00 p.m. = 5:00 p.m. in the Main Library Activity Room.

Saturday, December 10
Tail Waggin’ Tutors

For school-age children
Bone up on your reading skills by reading to a dog. Drop in for a one-to-one session with
one of our dogs and owners that have been certified through Therapy Dogs International.

11:00 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. in the Main Library First Floor Multipurpose Room.

Tuesday, December 20
Explore the World of Mining and Crafting

For students in kindergarten through fourth grade
Combine your two favorite things in a fun building program for kids: Lego and Mine-
craft! Registration required.

11:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m. in the Madison Branch Auditorium.
3:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m. in the Main Library First Floor Multipurpose Room.

Poetry Comes Alive At The
Lakewood Public Library

by Patrick Connolly

What was born in France, has
thirty-nine lines and repeats itself? A
sestina, silly! This poetic form, which
dates back to the twelfth century, has
been used over the years by poets old
and new, including Dante and Petrarch,

workshop in the Main Library Mul-
tipurpose Room where patrons are
encouraged to attempt this beautiful
and challenging form. The workshop
will be facilitated by Kisha Nicole Fos-
ter, a Cleveland Arts Prize nominated
poet from Cleveland.

The following Tuesday, Decem-
ber 20 at 7 p.m., patrons can put their
workshop experience to use as the
continued on page 14

as well as Ezra Pound, Elizabeth Bishop
and John Ashbery.

On Tuesday, December 13 at 6

m., the Library will host a poetry

Sl 8
' ountalm T i

Roman Fountain is one of the most
well-known and loved pizzeria in
Lakewood, Ohio. Roman Fountain has

At Roman Fountain you can find all your favorites:

o :
been serving up pizza since the mid 1950's vz ® Su.bs
with award winning pizza, calzone, e Calzones e Wings
stromboli, subs, pasta, wings, and salads. e Stromboli e Appetizers
°
Whether carryout or delivery, we provide Salads * Dfesserts
e Pasta e Dinners

your family with the freshest of toppings
(over 25 to choose from) on our pizza. With
dough and sauce made daily from our own
recipe and freshly grated blend of mozzarella
& provolone cheese, we provide a great pizza
for you and your family

To see our menu or coupons please go to
www.romanfountain.com
Or stop by at
15603 Detroit Ave
Near the corner of Lakeland Ave

Call us at 216-221-6633

Celebrating Over 10 Years of Community Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Lakewood Public Library

Cowen Pottery At The Lakewood Public Library

by Hiam Jawhari

A piece of history originated and
resides here in Lakewood. Cowan Pot-
tery Studio was one of the leading
potteries in the 1920s. Reginald Guy
Cowan was born to a family of potters.
His great fondness of pottery led him
to establish a studio in a barn on Euclid
and E. 107th Street. In 1913, he discon-
tinued teaching to move his pottery to
Nicholson Avenue in Lakewood. He
closed his pottery studio to serve in the

United States Armed Forces between
1917-19.

After his return - and with the
help of the Cleveland Chamber of
Commerce - he established a work-
shop at 19633 Lake Road in Rocky
River.
employed a number of people to pro-
duce around 175,000 pieces a year. A
number of department stores were

Cowan was successful and

also selling his pottery. However, the
company did not survive the Great

Depression in 1931 and was forced
to close its doors. Today, the Cowan
Pottery Museum holds over 1300
pieces of art.

Lakewood Public Library Main
Branch is welcoming Lauren Hans-
gen, curator of Cowan Pottery
Museum at the Rocky River Library,
to speak on the history of the Cowan.
Wednesday,
December 21st at 7 p.m, in the Main
Library Auditorium.

Mark your calendars:

Make Something Old, New Again!

by Fran Storch

Are you wondering what to do
to keep the kids busy during winter
break? Bring them to Lakewood Public
Library for some upcycling fun! Stu-
dents in third through eighth grade are
invited to join us for Upcycling: from
Rags to Riches on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 28, 2016 from 2:30 to 5 p.m. in the
Main Library First Floor Multipurpose
Room.

What’s upcycling? It’s taking
an item that is no longer wanted
or needed and giving it new life as
something useful or creative. Chil-

dren will learn how to transform
old clothing into new treasures.
Turn an old t-shirt into a strand
necklace, infinity scarf or tote bag.

[ 7

Get ready for the cold weather and
rework an old sweater into a slouch
beanie with matching mittens. Alter
a men’s dress shirt into an apron to
wear while cooking or crafting at
home. Learn to sew a softie, a small
stuffed toy, using fabrics and find-
ings with the help of an experienced
seamstress

No experience is necessary to
participate in this program. Some
materials are provided but participants
must bring an old t-shirt, sweater, or
oversized men’s button-down dress
shirt which will be cut up for their
upcycling projects.

Space is limited for this creative
program and registration is required
so sign up your children today. To

VOTED CLEVELAN D’S BEST TOY STORE

WE BUY OLD TOYS FOR CASH
Traditional Toys for - FIlMy Toys for

Traditional Holidays! ’ + Funky Holidays!

1814 Coventry

Road ¢ Cleve. Hts

216-371-4FUN » www.bigfuntoystore.com
facebook.com/bigfuntoystore
Thanks for supporting local businesses!

Transform a moth-eaten sweater into a
cool slouch beanie.

register, stop by the Children’s &
Youth Services desk at the Main
Library, call (216) 226-8275, ext. 140
or visit www.lakewoodpubliclibrary.
org/youth and click on the yellow
Register for Programs box.

A figurine from the famed Cowan Pot-
tery crafted here in Northeast Ohio.

Turn an old t-shirt into an infinity scarf.

SPEND CHRISTMAS
DOWNTOWN

AT TRIN [TY CATHEDRAL

CHRISTMAS EVE

5 p.m. Family Service
& Pageant

10:30 p.m. Prelude
11 p.m. Choral Worship

SVTRINITY CATHEDRAL

2230 Euclid Avenue ¢ Cleveland, OH 44115
217.771.3630 « www.trinitycleveland.org

FREE PARKING

CHRISTMAS DAY

10 a.m. Service with
Carols

The Very Rev. Tracey Lind
preaching at all services.
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____________ _Schools
Support Class Of 2019’s Easter Seals Drive

by Christine Gordillo

Lakewood High’s Class of 2019 is
hosting a fundraiser with Easter Seals
for the sophomore class. An Easter
Seals truck will be in the North Lot on
Saturday, December 10 from 10 a.m.-1
p-m. Donations of clothing as well
as housewares, personal accessories,
shoes, purses, books, and toys will be
collected. Furniture, stuffed animals,
pillows, construction material, or food
are not permitted.

For every pound of clothing
donated, Easter Seals will donate 20

AGS PRINTWEAR

div. of A. Graphic Solution, Inc.

Custom Imprinted Apparel
Corporate Logowear
Spiritwear

216.410.3232

agstshirts@earthlink.net
www.agsprintwear.com

14900 Detroit Ave., Suite 310
Lakewood, Ohio 44107 USA

cents to the sophomore class. For every
pound of everything else like house-
wares, Easter Seals will donate 5 cents
to the sophomore class.

The clothing and all items need to
be bagged or boxed. Clothing should
not be packaged with the other items
since a different amount of money is

given for the weight of the clothing.
The students will also be collecting

donations in boxes outside of the LHS

lunchroom as well from December 5-9.

Lakewood Music Boosters:

Holiday Concerts, Light Up Lakewood
And LMB Local Discount Cards

by Tiffany Fox

Ring in the holiday season with
the Lakewood Music Boosters!!

Join the LMB at the Civic Audi-
torium for the following Winter
Concerts:

December 6th Camerata orches-
tra and Symphonic Band 7:30 p.m.

December 7th LHS Winter Choral
Concert 7:30 p.m.

December 8th 6th Grade Winter
Concert 7:30 p.m.

December 14th Sounds of the Sea-
son Concert 7:30 p.m.

December 15th Sounds of the Sea-
son Concert 7:30 p.m.

Many of Lakewood’s talented
musical groups were also featured at
Light Up Lakewood this past Saturday,
December 3rd.

And if you're looking for a won-
derful gift idea, look no further!!

The Lakewood Music Boosters

?J_

v

I earned
my first
degree
from Tri-C°

Aswin Bikkani saved thousands of dollars by starting
his college career at Tri-C during high school as a
College Credit Plus student. Now he’s pre-med at the

University of Cincinnati.

Classes begin Jan. 17, 30 and March 20

tri-c.edu/startnow

Cuyahoga
Community

College
e

216-987-6000

Metropolitan Campus - 2900 Community College Ave. Cleveland, OH 44115
Westshore Campus - 31001 Clemens Road Westlake, OH 44145
Tri-C Westshore @ Corporate College West - 25425 Center Ridge Road Westlake, OH 44145

s

16-1272

Photo by Jim 0’Bryan

*Melt* *Campbell’s* *Cozumel*....just
to name a few.

Local Discount Card is the perfect

gift: $20 for 6 months of unlimited use
at some of Lakewood’s outstanding
establishments!!

*KB Confections*

So, don’t miss out...grab yours
today!!

*Mahall’s* www.lakewoodmusicboosters.com

The LHS Mraching Band, pictured above, was one of many talented student ens-
ambles featured at Light Up Lakewood.

Dear Valued Customers of

India Garden and Namaste,

Thank you Lakewood for your su Port and
Patronage n making lngia Garden and
Namaste India Garden your favorite
Indian Cuisine Restaurants in Northern Ohio.

INDIA GARDEN NAMASTE

Lunch Buffet $10.95 INDIA GARDEN
18405 Detroit Ave. Southern Indian Cuisine
216-221-0676 14412 Detroit Ave.
Open Daily 216-221-4800

Lunch llam - Z:ﬁOPm
Sat. & Sun. 1:50am - 5:OOPm
Dinner 5Pm = IOPm

Hours: Monda9 - Closed
Tuesdag - Sundag
11:30am ~9:§OPm

Ask About Gift Certificates And Catering
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Crosstown Hoops Rivalry Returns

To A Packed House

by Mike Deneen

After a ten year hiatus, Lakewood
and St. Edward renewed their basket-
ball rivalry Friday night at the Eagles’
Nest. They played their first regular
season game since 2006, and the open-
ing night event attracted a packed
house. The Rangers and Eagles split the
freshman and Junior Varsity games,
but the Eagles dominated the varsity
contest 106-51.

The crosstown matchup deliv-
ered intense energy for an early season
game. Ranger fans packed the west side
of the gym, and their student section
was very loud throughout the evening.
Eagle supporters packed the east side,
while St. Edward students looked on
from the stage at the north side of the
building. The crowd was entertained

by a pair of close early contests. In the
freshman game, the Rangers drained
a three-pointer at the final buzzer to
force overtime. They then went on
to win the game 56-52, delighting
the fans in purple. The JV game was
another close contest, tied after three
quarters. The Eagles escaped with a
win, setting up the main event of the
evening.

The Rangers entered the var-
sity game with their largest lineup in
decades, including 6’9” senior Jacob
Sala and 6 5” juniors Andy Garcia
and Raekwon Whitfield. The Eagles
returned 6> 7” 275 pound Senior Kel-
vin Calhoun, a formidable inside
presence. They also featured strong
guard play from senior Thomas Sch-
mock, who recently signed a letter

Lakewood Community Recreation & Education Department

Youth & Adult Athletic
Commission Volunteer Openings

by Rick Wallenhorst

The Lakewood Community Rec-
reation & Education Department
is in the process of filling two (2)
vacancies on the Youth Athletic Com-
mission (YAC) and one (1) vacancy
on the Adult Athletic Commission
(AAC). The ideal candidate(s) should
have expertise and/or experience in
the areas of recreation, education, or
general program participation. All
interested candidates
in Lakewood. Monthly meetings,
subcommittee work, as well as par-
ticipation in community events, are

must reside

among the time requirements.

YAC meetings take place on the
2nd Monday of each month, in the
Board of Education building beginning

at 6:30 p.m. AAC meetings take place
on the 4th Monday of each month
in the Board of Education building,
beginning at 7:30 p.m.

The Youth and Adult Athletic
Commissions members are inter-
viewed and selected by the Community
Recreation and Education Commission
(CREC), which is an advisory commis-
sion appointed by the Lakewood City
Schools Board of Education.

All interested candidates should
send a letter of interest to: The
Lakewood City Schools Community
Recreation & Education Department,
c/o Leslie Favre Krogman, 1456 War-
ren Road, Lakewood, Ohio 44107 or an
email correspondence to leslie.krog-

man@lakewoodcityschools.org.

of intent to play college basketball at
Findlay.

Ranger guard Chris Golden hit a
three pointer to make the game 9-6
St. Edward with 5:22 left in the first
period. The Eagles then used strong
three point shooting and free throws
to open the lead to 30-11 after the first
quarter. The Rangers played much
better in the second quarter, out-
scoring the Eagles 15-14. Whitfield
and Sala each hit a pair of important
buckets, and senior Blake Setta made a
three pointer to make the game 38-24
with 2:15 left in the half. That shot
capped a 13-6 Ranger run that ener-
gized the large contingent of purple in
the stands.

The second half was all Eagles,
as Schmock and sophomore Deme-
trius Terry helped build a 30 point
lead by the end of the third quar-
ter, and the lead continued to grow
with substitutes in the game during
the fourth quarter. Schmock, Cal-
houn, and junior guard PJ Flannery

each had 10 points for the Eagles.
Reserves Michael Dowell and Elliott
Tirbaso had 9 and 13 points, respec-
tively. Freshman Grant Huffman was
impressive in his first high school
game, scoring 13 off the bench. The
Eagles, now 1-0, will host three more
home games before traveling to San
Diego on December 26 for a holiday
tournament. They host Cornerstone
Christian on December 9, and Glen-
ville on December 17.

Golden and Whitfield led the
Ranger scoring, each with 10 points
on the night. Sala scored 9 points in
the post, and guard Omar Ibrahim
had 8 points on the night. Setta fin-
ished the game with a total of 6 points.
The Rangers next game will be Friday
December 9 at home against SWC
foe Berea-Midpark. They will also
host SWC opponents on December
16 (Avon Lake) and 20 (North Olm-
sted). The Rangers are playing this
year’s home games at Harding Middle
School.

BIRDTOWN

13000 Athens Ave., # 300A, Lakewood, OH 44107

The FUNDAMENTALS:
our six class “Intro to
CrossFit.” Small group,
instructor led classes
that teach you the
mechanics needed to
succeed in CrossFit.

Free Community Class
10am every Saturday

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE

%ﬁi@@ﬁﬁmf@
: ﬁ:o)

@

All are welcomed to join us in our Assisted Living for
holiday cookies, punch, party favors, story-telling &
photos with Santa (to arrive at 3:00). All attendees will
receive an entry for our holiday raffle prize!

O’Neill
Healthcare

LAKEWOOD
1381 Bunts Road | (216) 228-7650 | ONeillHC.com
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Can’t It Be December 26 Already? Exploring Hope In Hardship

Advent: A Season Of Hope

by Nicole Shedden on behalf of
Lakewood Anglican

For some of us, the statement “It’s
the most wonderful time of the year”
couldn’t be further from the truth.
With all the decorations and merriment
December brings, the day we’re most
anxious for is the 26th. Grief, apathy
and hardship can make the Christ-
mas season anything from annoying
to unbearable. So this year, instead of
focusing on Christmas day, concentrate
on Advent. Advent isn’t about presents,
trees, dinners and decorations. It invites
you to a place of quiet and reflection.
And it challenges you to both look into
and past your circumstances.

“Hope is the power of being cheer-
ful in circumstances that we know to
be desperate,” writes G.K. Chesterton
in an essay discussing virtues. (1) The
difficulty of this statement is obvious.
Desperate circumstances seem to call
for despair, not hope.

What are you hoping for, or what
did you once hope for before you
hardened your heart against believ-
ing it could happen? Reunion with
an estranged family member? Recov-
ery from an illness? An adequate job?
Unfortunately, we have no way of
knowing if these desires will ever be
fulfilled. The hope Advent calls us to

Cove
—United
Methodist

> Church

Worship with us!
Sundays at 9 am

We are a traditional Bible-
based ministry anchored
in the love of God for all
people. As a Reconciling
Congregation, we
welcome people
of all gender
identities, sexual |f
orientations,
races, classes,
statuses and
national
origin. —
12500 Lake Ave Lakewood Ohio
6-521-7424 | coveume.org

Celebrate Christmas
with Cove UMC

Christmas Music Festival
Dec. 11at7 pm
Christmas Fve Worship
Dec. 24 3t 7:30 pm

Christmas Day Worship
Dec. 25 at 10 am

a7 XA Thrift Finduson Facebook
. Thift Store
4'@\ hop gmmum

New Hours: First Fri/Sat every month
New Policy: $5 Bag Sale each month
Jan.6andJan.7 9am-3pm

God’s rescuer came as one who
could empathize, as one who cared
deeply for people — all people. “I came
so that you might have life and have
it abundantly,” he proclaimed. (2) He
“came to seek and to save the lost.”3
How does Jesus the rescuer offer hope?
“For God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him.”4

Later in the essay, Chesterton
wrote “Exactly at the instant when
hope ceases to be reasonable it begins to
be useful.” This Advent season, I chal-
lenge you to reflect on this statement in
light of the story of Jesus Christ.

contemplate is different. It lies not in an
uncertain future event but in a fulfilled
past one. While Christmas emphasizes
the joy of new birth, Advent offers the
whole story — a story that wouldn’t be
complete without hardship.

When humankind was in a posi-
tion that seemed hopeless, God sent a
rescuer. Born in humble conditions,
Jesus wasn’t familiar with luxury. Asan
adult, he spent his time with the unlov-
able. His hometown drove him out.
His dear friend died. People in power
plotted to kill him, and they eventually
succeeded. Even God’s own son wasn’t
immune to suffering.

Advent: A Season Of Love

by Anna Sutton on behalf of
Lakewood Anglican

In the year and a half since having
my son, I have received a wide range

truest love to be somewhere within a
difficult balance of many extremes.

As a Christian and a member of
the Anglican church, seeking this bal-
ance between extremes has brought
clarity to life in ways I couldn’t have
expected. The
famously seeks balance. They are the
the compromise between catholic and
evangelical; the church that appreci-
ated Luther’s complaints, but hesitated
to throw out centuries of tradition and
thought that shaped the Church to that
point. Anglicanism seeks to give people
a clear boundary of truth and then set

of parenting advice (some solicited
and some not), but the most help-
ful advice was also the simplest: “Just
love him lots.” It sounds easy but has
proved to be unexpectedly challenging.
From sleep training to tantrums, I find
myself regularly wondering how best to
“love him lots.” Is it through discipline
and firm boundaries? Is it through ten-
derness and letting go of my plans for
the day? Most often I have found the

Anglican  church

‘When you walk through the door,
you know you are home. “

12400 Madison Ave. - Lakewood, Ohio
216-226-7575
TTY 1-800-750-0750

SILVER

L ey b

www.fedormanora partments.com

SENIOR LIVING
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED IN THE HEART OF LAKEWOOD

& oviding Quality Senion
§  Fousing ffor 30 Goans!

B Affordable living for Older Adults on
an Active Senior Campus (age 55 & up)

Visit our Leasing Office at

14300 Detroit Ave. - Lakewood, OH 44107
' e

Open weekdays, 9am-4pm or
by appointment (216) 521-0053 @m

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE: WESTERLYAPARTMENTS.COM

If you're looking for a place where
your grief, apathy or hardship fit in
this joyous season, join us at Lakewood
Anglican. We are like you: people with
sorrows but also with hope.

Lakewood Anglican Church meets
Sunday afternoons at 4 p.m. at the cor-
ner of Madison and Saint Charles. Find
us at www.lakewoodanglican.com. We
look forward to celebrating this season of
hope with you!

(1) Chesterton’s essay “Paganism
and Mr. Lowes Dickinson” published
in his book Heretics.

(2) John 10:10. 3. Luke 19:10. 4.
John 3:17

them free to live within those bound-
aries as they see fit.

The struggle for balance can be
seen in a variety of areas in the Chris-
tian walk. It’s challenging to read the
Old Testament filled with judgement
and law and understand it in light of
the New Testament filled with love
and grace. However, as I seek to love
my son I have learned to appreciate in
incredible complexity of God’s love for
humankind. God is love, He has struck
the perfect balance. He has done the
impossible and loved every last mem-
ber of the human race perfectly. This
love story-the gospel of Christ’s life,

continued on page 15
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Lakewood Cares

Dead Flowers:

A Small Consideration On The Heroin Pandemic

by Matthew K. Weiland
“Well when you’re sitting back
in your rose-pink Cadillac
Making bets on Kentucky Derby Day
Il be in my basement room

with a needle and a spoon
And another girl to take my pain away.”
- Mick Jagger/Keith Richards — Dead
Flowers

[In the following personal sto-
ries, names have been changed for the
sake of discretion.]

STEVEN WAS IN THE BACK
SEAT when he noticed Amir, riding
shotgun, opening his backpack and
beginning to assemble his gear. Andy
was driving. The three, all around
22, were heading out toward Nelson’s
Ledges, getting high on sour diesel,
with no destination in mind. “Pull up
over here,” Amir told Andy.

“Dude,” said Andy. “Youre not
doing that right now.”

“Duuuuude,”
“Pull up over here.”

Andy finally did so as Amir pro-
ceeded with an air of ritual, one which

mimicked Amir.

Steven had never seen in person. Amir
did his thing—the alcohol swab, the
cook, the vein reconnaissance, the tie-
off, the spike, the injection—Steven
and Andy watching from their respec-
tive spots, mesmerized by the flow of
motion, the concentration of purpose.

When Amir finished up, he lit a
cigarette and Andy continued driving.
“He didn’t look any more high than we
did,” says Steven. “There was no nod-
ding out. He was alert. He was funny.”

Steven says Amir was a smart kid,
a mechanic, genuine and generous. He
says Amir insisted on burying his used
needle a few feet deep in the ground
of the Ledges so no kids would hap-
pen upon it. “It was the first time [ ever
saw anyone do heroin,” says Steven. “It
didn’t seem like any big deal.”

Four days later, Amir’s mom found
her son dead on his bed in his room, a
casualty of the Fentanyl-laced batches
that have made the rounds throughout
the region this year.

THERE ARE NO FRESH TAKES
on the ‘heroin thing’ The clinical
forensics, the cryptic obituaries of
young folks, the Facebook elegies of
death and loss, the sad stories told of
snuffed-out promise and broken lives
- They are are all well-documented.
Google “Cuyahoga County heroin
overdoses” and the headlines tell the
tale:

“Seven dead from heroin, fentanyl
overdoses in one day in Cuyahoga
County”

“Cuyahoga County sees 47 heroin
overdose deaths in July”

“August is the deadliest month for
heroin, fentanyl overdoses in Cuyahoga
County”

It all becomes another sort of
white noise abstraction, the daily dose
of everything that processes and filters
and is expelled without much connec-
tion. Oh, another someone passed?
God, that’s ssad—What time’s the game?

But then one day, you see a Face-

book post from a bartender you know,
27 turning 28, who has seen some 15
cohorts disappear from her Harding
Middle School and Lakewood High
School class pictures. Young people in
their prime, all relatively healthy and
happening. These aren’t Iggy Pop pro-
tégés. These are kids with game and
stride. Her post laments the loss of so
many in a small community in so short
a time. And the post is met with doz-
ens of comments echoing the cry while
listing further names of neighborhood
friends who’ve OD’d, a Jim Carroll-
esque litany of the people who’ve died.
And it becomes clear that nearly every-
one in this metropolitan inner-suburb
knows someone who has lost someone
to heroin or fentanyl or opioid use and
addiction. Everyone has a sadness.

LAKEWOOD HAS LONG BEEN
A THIRSTY TOWN with a college
campus Friday night atmosphere. With
the miracle miles of taverns stretching
along Madison and Detroit Avenues,
there are plenty of places to convene
and always a fellow quenching trav-
eler to hoist one with. Add to that the
ancillaries of cannabis and cocaine,
maybe the occasional mushrooms or
ecstasy—Often all it’s taken is a phone
call to create a party.

Butheroin, while not new, has taken
a different form, far from the shooting
gallery skid row film it had in previous
decades. You can snort it? Like blow? No
needles, no track marks? Hmm.

Think “Pulp Fiction,” with Eric
Stoltz in his bathrobe explaining his
wares to Vincent Vega, maybe John Tra-
volta’s coolest role. Eric Stoltz produces
three phat baggies of boutique, high-
grade heroin, describing them with the
same salesmanship as a Porsche dealer.
Number three grade from Mexico, very
good, $200 per gram. - Number two
grade from the same region, excellent,
$300 per gram. — And number one grade
- “Panda” - ultra pure and powerful, cul-
tivated and culled from the mountains of
Germany, $500 per gram. It’s smart. It’s
funny. It looks and sounds pretty cool.

Eventually, we see the choreog-
raphy of Vincent’s ritual—the blood
floating up the syringe synthesiz-
ing with the cook then flowing back
into his veins—ultimately dissolving
into the image of Vincent driving in
his convertible, magical as the music
swells with pulsation and his Euro
hair extensions flow in the Los Angeles
night. Hardly an aversion therapy for
the heroin.

JACKIE HASN’T SPOKEN TO
HER OLDER SISTER JENNY since
around 2012, the last time Jenny OD’d
and the people she was hanging with
left her at the MetroHealth Medical
Center ER and took off.

“It’s been so awful for so long,” says
Jackie. “I haven’t seen my niece in four
years, and my nephew is a mess.” He was
delayed as a child, she says, speculating
that it’s likely due to his mother Jenny’s
methadone addiction at his birth.

Jackie says her sister has been using
opiates for about 14 years, seesawing

between heroin addiction and metha-
done treatment, though she qualifies
that Jenny was blowing lines and pop-
ping pills to augment her alcohol use
long before that. “She’s been in trouble
since she was eleven,” says Jackie. When
the Lakewood Police Department’s Drug
Task Force busted Jenny for posses-
sion with intent to distribute and child
endangerment a couple years back, she
ended up doing six months in county.

Jackie’s family formally learned of
Jenny’s latest phase of use when Jenny
was living next door to the sisters’ grand-
mother. One day, Jenny’s boyfriend, a
heroin user himself, called to say Jenny
needed help. He’d found bloody blan-
kets strewn about the upstairs of their
Clifton double, the result of Jenny miss-
ing veins and bleeding everywhere.
Jenny’s son had just been born. That
was in 2010, when Jackie called social
services on her sister. The relationship
has been pretty much asunder since.

“She hit my grandma and stole
five hundred dollars,” says Jackie. “My
grandmother had dropped her off
at a gas station and my sister walked
around to the driver’s side as though
she was going to hug her goodbye.
Instead, she punched my grandma and
stole her purse, knowing that her Social
Security check had come.

“It sucks. And she blames us. It’s
all our fault. She uses because of my
parents’ divorce. She uses because
of my step-dad. She uses because we
don’t understand. She uses because we
got her in trouble.” Jackie shrugs with
resignation, any sign of sadness long
subsided. “Do I think that it is a dis-
ease? Yes. Do I think that it is a choice?
Yes. It’s a choice to start using drugs.
And whether or not you get addicted,
it’s hit or miss.”

THIS APPETITE FOR THE
POPPY DRUG is hardly new. A recent
New Yorker review on a biography of
Thomas DeQuincy, author of “Con-
fessions of an English Opium Eater,”
published in 1821, notes the tenor
of the times when it came to pain
abatement, palliative comfort, and
recreational bliss. “England was ‘mari-
nated in opium, which was taken for
everything from upset stomachs to
sore heads. It was swallowed in the
form of pills or dissolved in alcohol to
make laudanum...English doctors pre-
scribed it with abandon. The drug was
given to women for menstrual discom-
fort and to children for the hiccups. All
the while, its glamour was growing: it
was ancient, shamanic, a supernatu-
ral tether to otherworldly visions. You
could find reference to it in Homer and
Virgil, Chaucer and Shakespeare.”

The beat writer William S. Bur-
roughs wrote about his own first-hand
experience in his book, “Junky”: “The
question is frequently asked: Why does
a man become a drug addict?

“The answer is that he usually does
not intend to become an addict. You
don’t wake up one morning and decide
to be a drug addict. It takes at least
three months’ shooting twice a day

to get any habit at all. And you don’t
really know what junk sickness is until
you have had several habits. It took me
almost six months to get my first habit,
and then the withdrawal symptoms
were mild. I think it no exaggeration
to say it takes about a year and several
hundred injections to make an addict.

“The questions, of course, could
be asked: Why did you ever try nar-
cotics? Why did you continue using it
long enough to become an addict? You
become a narcotics addict because you do
not have strong motivations in the other
direction. Junk wins by default. I tried it
as a matter of curiosity. I drifted along
taking shots when I could score. I ended
up hooked. Most addicts I have talked to
report a similar experience. They did not
start using drugs for any reason they can
remember. They just drifted along until
they got hooked. If you have never been
addicted, you can have no clear idea what
it means to need junk with the addict’s
special need. You don’t decide to be an
addict. One morning you wake up sick
and you're an addict.”

In the Bob Weir documentary,
“The Other One,” the Grateful Dead
guitarist recalls Jerry Garcia’s heroin
use and addiction and the allure it had
on the iconic musician. “Jerry once
told me that heroin takes all your trou-
bles, all your concerns, all your worries
and ties them all neatly together in one
little package. — Where’s my next hit?”

STEPHANIE AND LUKE WERE
IN LOVE. At ages 38 and 34 respec-
tively, they moved in together after
three months, inking matching tattoos
and finishing each other’s sentences.
They partied a little bit together, smok-
ing pot, some blow now and then, some
X. But no opioids.

Then, right after they moved
in, Luke injured himself at work as a
roofer, and started taking percocets for
the back pain.

“Then one day,” says Stephanie,
“a week after moving in together, Luke
went MIA and his mom and I went
looking for him in our usual haunts.
When we got back home, we found him
lying in the dining room, unconscious.
He was sweating so bad, he left sweat
stains on the hardwood floor.”

When they revived him, he was
pissed off, lashing out, saying they were
blowing things out of proportion.

For about a month thereafter and
up through the holidays, everything
was cool. Then, following the first
of the year, Stephanie noticed Luke’s
moods start to pendulum considerably.
“He always seemed to be itching for a
battle over trivial things,” she says.

Luke then had another accident at
work, trying to catch a table ZawSaw as
it fumbled out of his hand, slicing off
his little finger. “His mood after that
just plummeted.”

A week or two later, they decided
to have a date night together, an effort
to rekindle their initial rapport. “Then,
out of nowhere, he needed to use my
car,” says Stephanie. “He said he had to
continued on page 14
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‘Tis the Season At Beck Center For The Arts

by Pat Miller

Beck Center for the Arts is fully
prepared for the rapidly approaching
holidays this season. With plenty of
opportunities to enjoy the most won-
derful time of the year, Beck Center is
here to help. Ranging from handmade
artwork, gift cards, theater tickets, and
..there are numerous options to
suit all styles and age groups!

Beck Center’s celebration of local art
and artists returns with the Limelight
Holiday Gallery Exhibition. This show is
perfect for shoppers looking for one-of-a-
kind gifts this holiday season. You won’t
want to miss the free and open to the pub-

more.

St. James Anglican
Cathohc Church
(11

1861 East 55th St.
at Payne Ave. in Cleveland
Sat., Dec. 24, 10:30pm - Vigil of the Nativity
Sun.,Dec. 25 - 9:00am - Nativity of Our Lord

Please consult our website for additional
information and services.

www.saintjamescleveland.com
216-431-3252

lic Artists’ Reception on Friday, December
9 from 6-7:30 p.m. Designed specifically
for holiday gift giving, these works will
be on display in the Jean Bulicek Galleria
through Sunday, January 8.

We are thrilled to continue one
of the community’s favorite traditions
with our holiday production of Disney’s
The Little Mermaid running Decem-
ber 2-31, 2016 in the Mackey Theater.
Evening performances will take place
at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday (12/28),
Thursdays (12/15, 12/22, 12/29), Fri-
days, and Saturdays (12/10, 12/17).
Matinee performances at 2:30 p.m. are
Saturdays and Sundays. There are no

HOME ALONE
PET SITTING, INC.

'Il
In Home Pet Care
While You Are Away
Experienced
Veterinarian Technician

Bonded & Insured
216-548-1543
d.hokin@sbcglobal.net
homealonepetsittinginc.com

Beck the #alls!

Beck Center Gift Cards

Give the gift that lasts a lifetime._.the gift of the arts!

This is the perfect stocking stuffer that never goes out of style. Our gift
cards can be bought in any amount, and may be used to purchase

theater tickets, or to register for classes and lessons,

Disney’s The Little Mermaid

NOW — December 31, 2016

performances on Saturday, December
24 and Sunday, December 25. Buy early
and save with promo code: ARIEL to
receive $5 off each adult/senior ticket
purchased by December 1.

The performances continue with
Beck Center Youth Theater’s world
premiere production of AARGH!,
December 9-18 in the Studio Theater.
Written and directed by local play-
wright Rachel Spence, this original
comedy promises heaps of excitement
on the high seas and a pirate’s ransom
of silliness. Performances are 7:30 p.m.
Fridays, and 3 p.m. Saturdays and Sun-
days. A student matinee will take place
at 10 a.m. on Thursday, December 15.

Finally, our third annual Holi-
day Homecoming will take place from
5-7:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 22.
Hosted by Beck Center’s Associate Board,
this special event is open to anyone who
has participated in an arts education pro-
gram or professional theater production.
The evening will include light appetizers,

Carabel Beauty Salon & Store

SHOP AT OUR VINTAGE SALON. STOCKING STUFFERS GALORE!
ENJOY DECORATIONS WITH FREE COFFEE, TEA, OR HOT COCOA.

MOM AND DAUGHTER STYLING.

PRINCESS PACKAGE FOR GIRLS 4 THRU 12 YEARS OLD,
HAIR, NAILS, AND A HAIR ACCESSORY -$12.30.
MOMS CUT AND BASIC ONE SHADE COLOR - $35.30

Call for an appointment for best service.
Free Private Parking. Check with Id or cash

IS

cash bar, and an opportunity to connect
with Beck Center alumni. This event is
free to Beck Center alumni, but regis-
tration is required by emailing events@
beckcenter.org with subject Holiday
Homecoming.

All information regarding dates,
times, and tickets are available online
at beckcenter.org or by calling Cus-
tomer Service at 216.521.2540 x10. Beck
Center for the Arts is located at 17801
Detroit Avenue in Lakewood, just ten
minutes west of downtown Cleveland.
Free onsite parking is available.

15309 Madison Avenue * 216.226.8616

Cleveland Institute of Art
Creativity Matters

Creative holiday gifts

from CIA

Give your cinephile friend
to the Cleveland

Or help someone on your list
invest in their own creativity

Take the entire family under the sea this holiday season as Princess
Ariel becomes a part of our world. DISCOUNT RATES FOR GROUPS
OF 4 OR MORE. STUDENT TICKETS: $15.

Institute of Art Cinematheque,
one of the best repertory

film programs in the country,
according to the New York
Times.

IR || I with an evening or Saturday

MERMﬁ D)
—from ceramics and
glassblowing to life drawing
and oil painting—there’s
something for everyone!

Limelight: Holiday Gallery Exhibit

NOW — January 8, 2017

Beck Center's annual celebration of local art and artists filled with
one-of-a-kind gifts for the holiday season. From jewelry to paintings
and more, there is something festive for everyone.

216.421.7450
cia.edu/cinematheque

AARGH!
December 9 — 18, 2016
Written and directed by local playwright Rachel Spence, this original

216.421.7460
cia.edu/continuinged

comedy promises heaps of exciternent on the high seas and a pirate’s

ranscm of silliness. TICKETS: $10 children and $12 adults/seniors.

Winter / Spring Semester

Classes begin throughout the week of January 30, 2017

More than 200 classes, lessons, and award-winning programs in dance,
music, theater, and the visual arts for all ages and abiliies. Enrall today!
Best Dance, Music, and Theater Instruction — Best of the West 2076

Beck

Center

—FOR THE—

arts

beckcenter.org | 216.521.2540 x10
17801 Detmit Avenue, Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Dhlu.ﬁrh m E .
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Lakewood Is Art

They Keep Asking Me To Change The Title:

Reviews Of Recent Releases By Local Bands, Pt. 38

Obligatory  Disclaimer:  Record
reviews are a tricky business. Itf’s one
thing to enjoy music, but to, like, pick out
what you like about it? That being said,
if I review your thing and I didn’t like
something, don’t feel too bad. My opin-
ion doesn’t matter all that much.

Bad Noids - WBNS: Bad Noids
Radio With Your Host Dion Dab -
self-released - 22 songs - Cassette

Here’s a fun game for you: tell me
how many songs you think are on this.
Depending on who counts, it could be
anywhere from 2 to 22, or maybe even
more. So, this tape is a fake radio pro-
gram that plays only Bad Noids and
related music, hosted by Dion Dab,
who’s played marvelously by Mr. Cali-
fornia. There’s plenty of Bad Noids, as
you would guess, several tunes from a
band called Good Grief, who sure do
sound a lot like Bad Noids but I guess
must have a different drummer or
something, because that’s how these
things work, and one-off appearances
from bands like Le Paint Chips and this
one real good track called “I'm A Cult
Leader” by Bill E. Goat and the some-
thing something— I couldn’t quite hear
what Mr. Calif- or, excuse me, Dion-
said here, but it was good. I kinda
wanna hear more from this group if
there is more. Maybe it was a one-time-
only recording or something. Anyway,
there’s a pleasant mix of stuff here, but
it’s kinda more of one for the Bad Noids
fans. First-time listeners should prob-
ably get their new 7” first, or their old
77, or their other old 77, or their LP. But
if youre already hip to the Bad Noids
thing, you’ll enjoy this. 3.9/5

(the only place I know for sure has
this is feelitrecordshop.com as a distro
cassette, or go see the band on Christmas
at Now That’s Class and beg for one)

Deutschland Jerky Rave -
Deutschland Jerky Rave - The Loki
Label - 9 (?) songs - Cassette

This came out a while ago, but I'm
just getting around to it now. Sorry. Sup-
posedly there’s 9 tracks on this, though
I counted fewer (maybe it just flowed
so well that I didn’t notice the chang-
ing of the tracks), and then there’s also
allegedly a repress with a bonus track,
but it’s listed online as an EP. 'm not
sure how much of any of this is a joke,
but considering that Steve Peffer and
Mr. California are both involved with
this project, there’s a good chance that
something’s screwy. Basically, this tape
sounds quite a lot like Factorymen (Mr.
Peffer’s previous project), as you’d prob-
ably expect. You should probably listen
to Factorymen before this to have some
context,but I guess it’s avant-garde or
experimental music, and I don’t know
how to describe it besides like that. Elec-
tronic (?) and/or punk (?) music with a
completely bizarre sense of humor (?).
Skull Music, as they say. Something
about some of these tracks just sounds
threatening and I don’t know why. Rec-
ommended for fans of Factorymen or
anyone who wants to hear Mr. Cali-
fornia sing “Money For Nothing.” I'm

by Buzz Kompier

looking forward to hopefully hear more
from this project in the future. Maybe
you just gotta listen to it. Maybe you just
gotta be there, man. 4/5
(thelokilabel.storenvy.com)
Exploding Lies - Ready To Die
- Mercyful Tape - 10 songs - CD,
download
Idon’t actually know what the label
is for this one, but there are three logos
on the back: the Exploding Lies logo,
the Davenport couch (but is that really
a label, or just a symbol of “look, we’re
a part of something?”), and Mercyful
Tape, which is kinda weird, as I assume
that it’s intended to parody Mercyful
Fate, a group that these guys bear little
to no resemblance to. Anyway. I think
this is the Lies’ second or third album,
I can’t remember which. They do a mix
of blues rock and garage rock that, on
certain songs, if this was the 1970s, has
some hit potential. My favorites on the
CD were “Dead Wrong,” “Cry,” and
“Going Home,” personally. The band
they actually remind me the most of
is former fellow Davenport group The
It*Men, just in terms of general style
and genre. The blues rock stuff isn’t
really my cup of tea, but I liked when
they were doing a more garage-type
sound. 3.7/5
(explodinglies.bandcamp.com)
Goldmines - Goldmines - Quality
Time Records / Wax Mage Records //
Dad Stache Records - 5 songs // 8 songs
- 12”, download // cassette, download
I guess Goldmines have been kick-
ing around for a while but haven’t
released anything on vinyl until now.
I don’t know why I said “I guess,” as
everything I just said is 100% accu-
rate. Factcheck me, posers. There’s two
different versions of this, hence the con-
fusing heading up there. A 12” from
Quality Time and Wax Mage, and a cas-
sette from Dad Stache with three extra
tracks. Let’s cover the main five tracks
to start. “Bruised Lips” has got a 60s
girl-pop mixed with indie rock feel to
it. Melodically and song-structure-wise
it reminds me a bit of Garbage while at
the same time not sounding like Gar-
bage. Track A2, “The Incomparable”
has some psych-esque guitar work at
the beginning, then moves into another
good indie rock tune with lots of guitar
and a catchy melody. The drumming
in certain parts is sorta disco, which is
pretty cool. There’s lots of harmonies
in these tunes, which I suppose makes
sense as all four members of the group
are credited as being vocalists. As for
the flip side, while “New Mane” and
“September” both have their moments,
the tracks from Side A have them beat.
But then we get to the last song, “Say
Say,” which might be the best one on
the whole thing. The verses are kind of
minimal and slow, and then it kicks into
this great pop chorus. I can appreciate
good pop and this song is good pop.
To briefly sum up the cassette, there
are three bonus tracks, which in my

opinion decrease in quality as the tape
goes on. “We Real Cool” is pretty good
and if I were in the band or involved
in this release, I would’ve put it on the
12”. “Shadow” is alright and kinda
reminds me of Wooly Bullies” “
For You,” just to throw out a compari-
son that maybe four people reading
will get. “Lion” is decent indie rock, but
much like “New Mane” and “Septem-
ber,” doesn’t grab my attention as much.
Overall, pretty okay stuff. I recommend
the 12” over the tape (Support local
record labels!), but if you think this is
your kind of thing, get both just to hear
“We Real Cool.” Oh, and the vinyl is,
as you can probably guess, a Wax Mage
product, so it’s very pretty. I don’t feel
like splitting ratings for the tape and
12, even though they would have dif-
ferent ratings if I did, so let’s favor the
12” and call it a day at 3.9/5

(qualitytimerecords.bandcamp.
com // dadstacherecords.com)

The Roobydocks - Promo Tape For
7” - self-released - 6 songs - Cassette

I was initially planning on wait-
ing until the titular 7” was out before
reviewing this set of songs, but seeing
as it says promo, I have to review it. I'll

Waiting

review the 7” version when it comes
out as well, just for comprehensivality
or something, so look forward to read-
ing this same review in a few months’
time. The Roobydocks are back with 6
more punkers. I quite like the clean gui-
tar tone they’ve got going on, as well as
the guitar style. It sets them apart from a
lot of bands. Good stuff 'm making this
review short because the tape is short
and because I'm going to write about
this again. This is your teaser for the
actual review, much like the very lim-
ited edition tape is the teaser for the 7”.
I’'m not even giving it a rating yet, just to
keep you all on the edge of your seats!

(go see them live on Christmas at
Now That’s Class and see if they still
have any, or wait for the 7” version)

Who Hit Me - Who Hit Me - self-
released - 12 songs - CD, download

I reviewed this band a year ago
and, to be honest, cannot remember
a thing about them. I do believe that

‘damce

LAKEWOOD

Ty

_ GOLDMINES

Album art from this issue’s review.

I said positive things, so there you go.
Anyway, this is their new album. They
play an interesting mix of indie/alt
rock and pop punk, with some heavier
elements as well. Their vocalist has a
powerful voice and the musicianship is
very competent indeed. I know this is
like the kiss of death to a lot of people,
but something about the vocal style at
the very least reminded me of Fall Out
Boy. Oh, wait, it’s not cool for me to
admit I've ever listened to Fall Out Boy,
so forget I said anything. The first seven
tracks, from the grandiose opener
“White Noise” to the ripping punker
“Terror Of The Deep” 1 enjoyed, but
unfortunately, the following tracks
didn’t grab me as much. They were all
decent, but just sorta unremarkable.
Actually, that’s not entirely accurate, as
I liked the closing track “Miniscule” as
well. That’s their misspelling not mine,
by the way. So, in summary, good indie
rock/punk/whatever for the most part.
Hopefully they keep at it and Who
Hit Me album three will be the one
that really does it for me all the way
through, as they’ve actually got some-
thing interesting going on here. 3.7/5

(whohitme.bandcamp.com, try
tracking them down and convinc-
ing them to sell you a CD if you’re so
inclined)

Are you a local-ish band? Do you
have a record out? Email vaguelythreat-
ening@gmail.com or send it directly to
Observer headquarters: The Lakewood
Observer, c/o Buzz Kompier, 14900
Detroit Avenue, Suite 205, Lakewood,
OH 44107.
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Hance HHSSES Fur Hl HgESl
15644 Madison Ave., Lakewood OH
Classe:

Ballel Poinle Jazz Tap Lyrical  Acrobatics

Register online al www.dancelakewood.com
or by emailing dancelakewood@gmail.com
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Business News

Want To Add Solar To Your Home For A
Discount? Flnd Out More At LPL

by Kevin Huryn

Lakewood residents will have
the opportunity to learn about add-
ing solar panels to their homes at
discount prices at an upcoming forum
at Lakewood Public Library.

Northeast Ohio company Yel-
lowLite solar will present information
about the benefits of solar and how res-
idents can get bulk rate prices as part of
the Cuyahoga County Solar Co-op at
the Library main branch on Thursday,
December 15th at 6:30pm. The event is
free and open to the public.

The Co-op, organized through
OHSUN (www.ohsun.org/cuyahoga),
provides significant discounts through
bulk purchasing. As of this writing,
more than 150 people have signed up
to participate in the co-op. The co-op
is open to new members through the
end of the year. YellowLite is one of two
solar companies selected through an
open and competitive bidding process
to install systems for Co-op members.

Lakewood Councilman Tom
Bullock is a Co-op member and has
committed to install a solar system at
his home.

“Lakewood is a progressive com-
munity with a lot of buildings that are
perfect for solar,” said Bullock. “My
own home and garage have south-

Fr‘.—’

Lakewood residents joining the Cuyahoga Solar Co-op can save up to 20 percent
off the cost of solar installations via bulk purchase discounts on top of a 30 percent
federal tax credit already available.

facing roofs with no over-hanging
trees—ideal conditions. It’s an oppor-
tunity to lock in a predictable cost for
carbon-free electricity. Electricity rates
are only going to go up.”

Joining the group is not a com-
mitment to purchase panels. The
chosen installers will develop an indi-
vidualized proposal for each co-op
member. Co-op members can then
decide if going solar makes sense for
them. Co-op participants can save up

elitions
54&1@

TR St

Give the gift they will never forget!

Frosty’s Meltdown
One Hour Massage
Aromatherapy Pedicure
Murad Renewing Facial

A $10 Savings! 1 2 O

Elf's Day Off

Half Hour Massage
Manicure with Hand Massage
Murad Renewing Facial

A $9 Savings! $ 8 4

* Rudolph’s Revenge
Manicure with Hand Massage
Murad Renewing Facial

Santa’s Favorites
Warm Vanilla
Sugar Massage

A $5 Savings! $5 O

A $7 Savings! $ 51 ings! /

Stocking Stuffers

Murad
Renewing
Facial

Manicure and
Parafﬁn Dip

One Hour
Massage

Chair
Massage

Half Hour
Massage

$25 39250732 $15

Sunday & Monday:
Friday: 10AM to 6PM | Saturday: 9AM to 4PM

Closed | Tues. - Thurs.:

TOAM to 8PM

15620 Detroit Avenue | Lakewood, Ohio 44107 | 216 228.2966

Gift certificates are available for purchase at
WWW.REVELATIONHAIRSALON.COM

to 20 percent off the cost of their instal-
lation by going solar with the group.
This is in addition to the 30 percent
federal tax credit that is already offered
through 2019 (with the tax credit slow-
ing declining in following years). The
Co-Op is expected to attract as many
as 200 people by the end of the year.
“YellowLite has strong ties to
Lakewood: three of our solar consul-
tants live in the community,
Ryan Veith, Communications Man-

»

noted

ager for YellowLite. “Hosting a solar
informational talk is a great way to
connect with residents, to answer tech-
nical questions, and help people learn
the economic and environmental ben-
efits of solar.”

Guests will learn more about the
solar industry, how much solar costs,
and how much money it will save
homeowners versus buying conven-
tional electricity from the utility. A
solar consultant will be providing on-
site solar quotes for event participants.
Interested residents should bring a
copy of their most recent electric bill.
All participants will receive an official
YellowLite gift bag upon attendance.

For more information about the
event, please call (216) 452-9295, email
ryan.veith@yellowlite.com or go to
http://www.yellowlite.com/.
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x HANDMADE SOAP °
» Saturday, December 10"
9am-6pm }
y™
K FREE Soap with
. Every $20 Purchase
Holiday Snacks
* All Natural Soap HAMDMADE S0P x
« & Bath Products %
100% MATLIRAL :
Lérge 450 32
Selection
of Holiday
Gift Sets!

100% NATURAL SKIN CARE
Bath Soap ¢ Hand & Body Lotion ¢ Body Butter e Liquid Hand Soap

Face Qil

HANDMADE SOAPS

==n 12405 Madison Avenue e Lakewood, OH 44107
— I\/l 216-505-5531 ¢ www.stemsoaps.com

B0 Tiam

Lip Balm e Bath Bombs e Sugar Scrub e Plus More!
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Lakewood Living

Haircuts From The Heart At Reagle Beagle

by Anita Boutros

The Reagle Beagle is hosting their
5th annual “Haircuts from the Heart”
charity event on Sunday December

11th from 12 pm- 2 pm. During this
event we will be doing complimentary
haircuts for underprivileged men and
boys of all ages. Our stylists will be

dressed up as elves and we will have
Santa and Mrs. Claus as well. Santa
will be handing out gifts to the kids.
There will be food and drinks that

Queen And King Of Light Up
Lakewood 2016 Crowned

by Sandra Sauder

Lakewood High School juniors
Sarah Bene and Abe Dalisky have been
named Light Up Lakewood Queen and
King for 2016. Students chosen for this
honor have demonstrated their love
for Lakewood through providing out-
standing service to the community. In
addition to reigning over the Light Up
Lakewood Holiday Parade on Satur-
day, Dec. 3, Sarah and Abe were both
awarded $500 scholarships sponsored
by Plantation Home in Downtown
Lakewood. Both winners have agreed
to provide at least 24 hours of service to
the community during the coming year.

This is the fifth year that David
Stein, owner of Plantation Home and
Cotton, and President of the Down-
town Lakewood Business Alliance
(DLBA), has sponsored the scholar-
ship. Stein states, “It’s an honor for us
to encourage the youth of our com-
munity, and to thank them for their
commitment to volunteerism.”

Sarah and Abe received their
checks and sashes at Plantation Home
during Light Up Lakewood 2016, then
were crowned by the 2015 Queen and
King, Anna Kotansky and Nate Young,
during the Lighting Ceremony that
culminated the annual holiday event’s
festivities.

About Queen Sarah Bene

Musical excellence and social jus-
tice have become the focus of most
of Sarah Bene’s volunteer activities.
Wanting to foster an atmosphere that
is more tolerant and loving than the
one she grew up in, Sarah took on
leadership duties in Club Identity, the
Lakewood High School chapter of
Dare2Care, which is an organization
that works to educate others about
identity and to combat bullying of
those in the LGBTQ community.
Sarah is helping Dare2Care to create
an educational curriculum that can be
used in other schools, and to encour-
age other schools in the region to start
their own clubs. She recently attended
the Dare2Care “Spirit of Leadership”
retreat to develop her skills in that
area. As a cellist for the Lakewood
Orchestra and Lakewood Project,
Sarah has tutored budding musicians

Photo by Jim 0’Bryan

Lakewood High School Juniors Abe Dalisky and Sarah Bene were honored as King
and Queen of Light Up Lakewood, respectively, during the event.

during “Rock On” summer camp and
throughout the school year, as well as
encouraged her own peers in the high
school orchestras. She also assists with
orchestra concerts and other events at
the Civic. Sarah states, “Teaching and
passing down my passion for my instru-
ment is my goal. I hope to inspire the
next generation of musicians the way I
was inspired by my teachers.”

About King Abe Dalisky

Abe first became excited about
volunteerism while participating in
Lakewood’s H20 (Help To Others)
middle school program and Summer
Service Camp. During his freshman
year, he volunteered to tutor English
language-learning immigrant chil-
dren through ASIA (Asian Services in
Action) for extra credit, and through
that experience his passion for com-
munity service was ignited. Through
Lakewood High School H20, he has
served holiday dinners, raked leaves
for senior citizens and helped staff
community events.
training to become a peer mentor for
the middle school program, where he
seeks to promote the positive and joy-
ous atmosphere around giving that his
counselors modeled for him. Abe’s area

Currently he’s

of particular interest is helping refugee
children to feel valued and empowered.
He regularly assists at soccer practice
for Ranger F-C Soccer, a league with
the mission of including immigrant

and refugee players. “My role as a vol-
continued on next page

ppy Holidays!!

Gordon Tower Insurance Agency
14701 Detroit Ave. Suite #362
Lakewood, OH 44107
216/663-7777

our Neighborhood Insurance Agent

local businesses have donated. Dur-
ing the whole month of November
and until the 31st of December the
Reagle Beagle is collecting canned
goods for our local food bank, as well
as gently used or new coats, and new
unwrapped toys.

This will be a great event to
remember. remember. We want to
invite you to our salon on this day to
help spread the joy of the holidays with
us. We hope to see you there.

ATTORNEY

DUI/Traffic Landlord/Tenant

Criminal Business/Consumer

Michael H. Holbrook
216-534-9205

holbrook.legal@gmail.com

Strong Representation

Reasonable Rates

Free Initial Consultation

Werslege Josus - Fhe Light of the UWerld!
SUNDAY SERVICE | 4PM
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE | Saturday, 4PM

203-529-5557

LakewoodAnglican.com
CAROL SING-A-LONG | January 1, 2017, 4PM Look us up on Facebook! |

*Chilcdcare Provided at all Services* ',:-

i
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Dead Flowers:

Lakewood Living

A Small Consideration On The Heroin Pandemic

continued from page 9
go down to Tremont to pick up a friend

(who lived in Tremont) to take him to
work—which was in Tremont.” Red
flags went up for Stephanie. Neverthe-
less, she gave him the keys.

True to his word, Luke did return
in 20 minutes. The two sat on the sofa,
he rolling a joint, both still ready to go
out, all dressed up for date night.

Then, he nodded off.

Stephanie video-recorded him on
the nod, her yelling at him to wake up.
An intervention of sorts so she could
show him how he was. To no avail.

A week after that, Stephanie awoke
at three in the morning and found Luke
dead on the living room floor, blood
and vomit seeping from his mouth.

Having had nursing training, she
applied CPR while calling 911. Four
cans of Narcan later, Luke was pro-
nounced dead at Lakewood Hospital.
There were no needles, no spike marks,
no way to determine the specifics in
Luke’s death. The autopsy eventually
showed Fentanyl in his system with
trace amounts of cocaine.

That was nearly two years ago, Jan-
uary 31, 2014. It was the day after her
son‘s eleventh birthday and the party
they had for him at Dave and Buster’s.
As aresult of Luke’s overdose and death,
and the trace drugs found in the home,
Stephanie lost custody of her son. She
also lost the house in which they were
living and eventually her job. “I lost my

Er'iber &L Texrtiles

entire life over someone else’s bad deci-
sion,” she says. “And all I was left with
were all the doubts about what could I
have done to save him, to avoid all this.
Should I have not have loved him? The
residue ruins those left behind.”

The video of him nodding out is
the last photo Stephanie has of Luke.

STILL, YOU HAVEN'T BEEN
TOUCHED by the scourge. Not person-
ally. No one you know is addicted, much
less has overdosed. Some peripheral fam-
ilies from the old parish days, maybe. But
you've pretty much been buffered.

Then one day, youre sitting at
the Parkview and a guy in a Carhartt
jacket and knit hat is sitting a couple
seats down. You start chatting about
nothing over happy hour shots. You
find out about his gig, a contractor and
windows installer who has succeeded
well in his own business. He’s made it
through various tough times. He and
his wife live in Lakewood now.

At some point he references work-
ing with his son. His voice quiets a bit
when speaking about him. You don’t
press on anything, but actively listen,
bear witness. His son was his partner
in the business. Was learning the trade.
Was doing really well, all set to be the
heir apparent. Was married. 30 years old.

Was.

Died of an overdose.

The guy-this dad-looks past you
as he speaks, over your shoulder and out
the window behind you. He doesn’t know

APLACA PRODUCTS INCLUDING: YARN, SOCKS, SHAWLS, WRAPS, SWEATERS, HATS, GLOVES

mHER(l(lT CAFE DECEMBER 17 AND 18 - 9-5

’J%gff’/ﬁ/(

/zmr.m

you, though for some reason you are an
itinerant afternoon confidant. It feels
like a story he rarely tells, if ever, yet as
the afternoon sun dapples in, he contin-
ues talking, his voice nearing a whisper
at times, telling about what a wonderful
kid, what a bond they were developing, his
voice descending lower into the swamp
of sadness he has been hip-deep in ever
since. Not mawkish or maudlin; simple
Raymond Carver sentences. He had a son.
Who had a problem. His son overdosed.
He died. We were just growing close.

You see this guy occasionally thereaf-
ter, and you say hi. You try to pay tribute to
that hour spent, the conversation shared.
But there’s a distance. He’s not looking to

relive it. Not looking for any further bond-
ing. And you respect that. It’s his. Don’t
trample on it with whatever you might
be feeling, or wondering, or considering.
It’s not yours to consider, not yours to feel.
You are “Hi-Bye” friends. Acknowledge-
ments. Awareness. Neighborliness. But
that’s it. Good fences, after all, make good
neighbors.

Yet, you still feel the loss whenever
you see him down the bar.

And you realize. You do indeed
know someone. And this heroin thing,
it has touched you, too.

This story originally appeared in the
November issue of Pressure Life magazine:
http://pressurelife.com/dead-flowers/.

Poetry Comes Alive At The
Lakewood Public Library

continued from page 4

Library will host an open mic night
in the Main Library Auditorium.
Whether one is an experienced per-
former or a curious novice, Eric Odum,
the event’s welcoming emcee, will make

every participant feel right at home. All
ages are welcome to share their poetry
and prose, and Zena Smith, Library
employee and published poet, will cap
off the evening with a reading from her
most recent book, Fracture.

Queen And King Of Light Up
Lakewood 2016 Crowned

continued from previous page

unteer and leader is a major part of my
vision for the future,” says Abe.

Light Up Lakewood, presented by
LakewoodAlive, took place on Satur-
day, Dec. 3, in Downtown Lakewood.
For more information, please visit
LightUpLakewood.com.

Light Up Lakewood 2016 was gen-
erously supported by the following
sponsors: First Federal Lakewood, City
of Lakewood, Lakewood City Cen-

ter, Convey360, Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices, Discount Drug Mart,
Lakewood Anglican Church, Planta-
tion Home, Roundstone Insurance, The
University of Akron Lakewood, Barton
Senior Center, Dewey’s Pizza, IMCD
US, Lakewood Hardware, Lakewood
Masonic Temple, Lakewood Public
Library, Lakewood Catholic Academy,
Beck Center for the Arts, Burgers 2 Beer
Lakewood, Dollar Bank, Modelo Dental
Care and NEO Realty Group LLC.

Where only the best will do

15613 Detroit Ave., Lakewood
www.menscutslakewood.com

(440) 799-8887

30655 Detroit Road

Westake, OH 4145
WHITMER’S

L1 GH TI NG

440-641-0407

\ Lamp Repair
> Starting At

$34.95

Lamps ¢ Shades
= == == Home Furnishings
I Accessories

(1) a .
15 % piscount on Lamp Shades1  Light Bulbs
S SkanE saifr. when you bring your E—
m/l\\ lamp base for proper fitting. | HOURS:
Mon-Wed-Fri-Sat

/i N (Discount not available without base) | 10am-6pm

| 1 | Tue & Thur
xpires Jan. 1, 2017. Limit 1 ltem per Person.

All Previous Sales Excluded. Valid only with coupon. I 1 Oam-9pm

- Sun - Closed

HUGE SELECTION! « Over 300 Lamps In Stock! « www.whitmerslighting.com

M-W 12-8, Th I 1-7, Fri- Sat 9-5, Sun closed

The Lakewood Observer
Digital Subscription Pilot

The Lakewood Observer is committed to the continuation of
the print edition available around town, the PDF edition online and
respecting your inbox. But now in our 11th year, with digital lives tak-
ing over, it is time to revisit electronic distribution with our readers.

Throughout 2016 we will be conducting a digital subscription pilot.

If you would like to receive a message and link to the online edi-
tion via email on publication dates throughout the year, please send a
request to thelakewoodobserver.digital@gmail.com so as not to miss
the hyper local news, events and opinions that impact you most.

Otherwise you can continue to pick up the print edition around
town or visit http://lakewoodobserver.com/download-issues/ of your
own initiative to access issues in PDF.

Regardless of your preference, there is no cost to our readers. We
simply ask that you consider our advertisers for your needs.

Celebrating Over 10 Years of Community Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Lakewood Living
LUL Kicks Off The Holidays For Lakewoodites

Lakewood’s finest businesses love it. LIGHT UP LAKEWOOD!

* : ;

“Thank you LakewoodAlive, the City of Lakewood, the Downtown Lakewood
Business Alliance, Plantation Home/Cotton, and all of the sponsors and vol-
unteers that help put this event on by contributing their time, sweat, or money

throughout the year.”

Advent: A Season Of Love

continued from page 8

death and resurrection-is beautiful
in its simplicity and astounding in it’s
complexity.

In this season of Advent you may
find yourself struggling to find balance.
It’s exhausting to seek something and
continually come up empty. Lakewood
Anglican invites you to join us through

the season of Advent and Christmas as
we look back to the birth of Christ in a
manger, forward to His second coming
in glory, and appreciate the incredible
love that is found within His story. Liv-
ing life in the reality of the Gospel is,
like many things, a life lived finding
balance between extremes and seeking
out truth in every situation.

photo by Brian Foox

photo by Brian Foox

“Thank you Lakewood Police, Fire, and City Services for your work on this event and
for everything you do throughout the year.”

The Yardist Lawn &
Garden Service LLC

yardistlawnggmail.com

Contact us today to learn about
our discounts on fall clean-up
and snow removal services!

Member of Lakewood Chamber of Commerce

Lakewood’s #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Quality Painting.

THAT’S ALL WE DO!

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Celebrating Over 10 Years of Community Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Ok, KPS, LOOK AROUND COOL. LODKNT DAD, WILL HOW WS WELL, | Hie
AND SEE WHAT YOV THIS! CAN L | NoWE'REHERE] | You BUY NO, COMEON. | | HR\STMAS | NO \DEAWHAT
WANT TO GET YOUR MOM. HANE \T? FORYOUR MOM. | | ME THE=E? SHOPPING? / NOU'RE GETT\NG
PUT IT BAGK. BUT WE'RE
SHOPPING FOR
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SERVING LAKEWOOD SINCE 1922
|

L CALL US TODAY!
E 216-521-7000

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

SALES ®m SERVICE ® INSTALLATION

NUNZIO's &
Diyy

Fresh Authentic Italian Cuisine
Pizza e Pasta e Sandwiches » Salads « Wings

W omme

SINCE 1990 ° 26 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

U.S. COMMERCE ASSOCIATION
BEST OF CLEVELAND FOR 2 CONSECUTIVE YEARS
2009 & 2010

NOW SERVING 3 LOCATIONS! [ i )
Lakewood e Fairview Park PIllA sscmag I;gllci?l l1‘2m 12L:J:?1e5" Pi;ﬁys;r;y
Rocky River
Plain $7.00 $8.50 $11.00 $12.00
. 1 Item $7.50 $9.25 $12.00 $13.50
OPEN: 2 Items $8.00 $10.00 $13.00 $15.00
Monday - Saturday |3 s $8.50 $10.75 $14.00 $16.50
4pm - 3:30am 4 Items $9.00 $11.50 $15.00 $18.00
Deliveries until 3:15am Deluxe $9.50 $12.25 $16.00 $19.50
Extra Items $0.50 $0.75 $1.00 $1.50
Ext. Cheese/Spec. Topp $1.50 $2.00 $2.50 $350 )
Available Items: Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms, Onion, Green & Red Peppers, Anchovies,

Ham, Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black, Olives, Hot Peppers, Ground Meat, Pineapple, Jalapefio
Peppers SPECIAL TOPPINGS: Artichoke Hearts, Tomato, Broccoli, Chicken

17615 Detroit Ave. * 216-228-2900

wWwWw.hunziospizza.net

Sunday
2pm - 1:30am

Deliveries until 1:15am

Hours

Mon. - Thurs.
7:30am - 7pm m

{E“ I 'I I;'.-_ T _, |l'i
Fri. Sat. Il l iin—‘__‘— —
7:30am - 9pm

Sunday Rozi'’s Front Porch
12am - 5pm

Café service ends

%
15 minutes prior to closing.

14900 ]itroit Ave, +216.221,1119
New Gift Catalog W=

now-online and in the store.

NOW OPEN!
Choose a select bottle (or glass)

of wine or draft beer from
from the Café Menu

Thank-you for making Rozi’s Wine House, Inc.

Northeast Ohio’s #1 Ranked Wine Store (Cleveland & Scene Magazines)

xS || VEPHITING

INTERTOR/EXTERIOR COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAY

Quality interior and exterior painting for over a decade

-
OWNER ON SITE - FREE ESTIMATES ¥
Now scheduling interior house painting!

216-287-7468/216-228-0138 office * www.allurepainting.net

HEATING & | eny  iem e BT R T
COOL'NG installation )

Your Neighbors, Family, and Friends.
Isn’t it time you joined with us?

COX

Business®

YOUR OFFICE IS NO
LONGER THE CENTER OF —
YOUR BUSINESS. YOU ARE.

1 =

IP Centrex is more than a phone system. It's an advanced, cloud-based platform that
seamlessly unifies all your communications from your office lines to your mobile devices
without complex equipment. Get more features and more flexibility, all with no up-front
hardware costs to your business.

WHAT CAN UNIFIED COMMUNICATIONS WITH IP CENTREX DO FOR YOU?

] ; i OR

Holiday Season is 4 E’E 4 , »MOVE ACTIVE CALLS » INCREASE YOUR »IMPROVE

quickly approaching, M © Browse Cleveland’s between devices soyoucan  AVAILABILITY PROFESSIONALISM
g e . go freely about your day with instant messaging with a single business

Be sure to check out 1 ’ 'y - #1 Rated Wine Store and and presence capabilities line caller ID

our new award winning Gift Basket Selctions choose any bottle of wine or on any device

WWW,.rozis.com beer from the Shelves and take Services notavailable in all areas. Other restrictions apply. © 2016 Cox Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.
WE SHIP WORLDWIDE it back to the porch to enjoy.

CALL (877) 404-2533 OR VISIT COXBUSINESS.COM/IPCENTREX
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