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“...when you see something that is not right, not fair, not just, you have a moral obligation, a mission, 
and a mandate to say something, to do something, we cannot afford to be silent. ” John Lewis 1.21.2017
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Women, And Men, Of Lakewood Represented 
At Local And National Women’s Marches

With an estimated 15,000 marchers in downtown Cleveland and millions worldwide, Lakewoodites 
attended various Women’s Marches in a strong showing of support of women’s equality.

by Margaret Brinich
A warm sunny day in 

January brought thousands of 
marchers to downtown Cleve-
land, where a strong Lakewood 
contingent made their way 
through the city streets holding 
signs with cheeky sayings and 
making serious pleas for help, all 
in the name of equal rights for 
all. As a city that has a reputation 
for being on the forefront of the 

equality movement, it was not 
surprising to see so many friends 
and neighbors from Lakewood 
in the crowd. Women, and men, 
from Lakewood also made the 
trip down to Washington, D.C. 
on organized buses to take part 
in the flagship march on our 
nation’s capital. Many partici-
pants shared their experiences 
with the LO and their photos can 
be found inside on page 13.

District Artists Shine In Scholastic 
Art And Writing Contest
by Christine Gordillo

Artwork created by stu-
dents from Lakewood High 
School, West Shore Career-
Tech’s Media Art & Design 
program and Harding Middle 
School earned more than 40 
honors, including 11 highest 
honors, in the annual Scho-
lastic Art & Writing Awards 
regional competition. In total, 
Lakewood and West Tech stu-
dents earned 45 recognitions.

Winners of a Gold Key, the 
highest honor given, are Kay-
lee Banhidy, Garrett Bodnar, 

Maya Sutliff ’s drawing of a 
young girl’s self haircut won 
a Gold Key in the Drawing & 
Illustration category.

Micah Inak, Faiza Manaa, Sara 
McMillen, Elyza Mihalski, 
Balint Muller (double win-
ner), Ava Olic, Maya O’Reilly 
and Maya Sutliff. Gold Key 
winners move on to be judged 
at the national level of the 
93-year-old competition. Only 
one other high school in the 
region had more Gold Keys 
awarded.

Lakewood and West Shore 
students were also heavily 
represented at the Silver Key 
and Honorable Mention lev-
els. Thirteen students won 15 
Silver Keys, including two by 
Jessica Paul and Jueun Lee. 
Nineteen students earned 
Honorable Mention designa-
tions for their art or writing, 
including two mentions for 
Dale Bruere, Lauren Lowell 
and Ava Olic.

The Cleveland Institute of 
Art hosts the regional compe-
tition that recognizes creative 
achievement in area 7-12 grade 
students. The young artists 
compete for cash prizes, med-
als, and scholarship awards. 
A panel of local professional 
artists, art educators, writ-
ers, and writing educators 
jury the exhibit and select the 
awarded pieces from nearly 
3,000 entries. Students who 
receive Portfolio Awards and 
Gold Key Awards continue to 
the national competition held 
in the spring in New York City.

This year’s Regional 
winners in the art catego-
ries will be on display in the 
Art Gallery at the Cleveland 
Institute of Art beginning 
this month. Winners will 
be recognized at an award 
ceremony on Jan. 14 at the 
Cleveland Institute of Art. 
Congratulations to all the 
winners and teachers Amy 
Garritano, Dayna Hansen, 
Sonja Kreps, Anne McQuay, 
Arline Olear, Autumn Sabin 
and Amy Sedlak.

Gold Key Winners: 
(approximately 7-10% of 
regional entries)

Kaylee Banhidy – Photog-
raphy

Garrett Bodnar – Print-
making

continued on page 6Demolition work continues on Lakewood Hospital on Detroit Road.

Epic Beard Contest To Highlight 

LakewoodAlive’s 
Lumberjack Bash
by Matt Bixenstine

This contest might sound 
strange at first, but chances 
are it will grow on you. Lake-
woodAlive has unveiled details 
regarding the Epic Beard 
Contest, which will serve 
as a centerpiece of Loving 
Lakewood: Lumberjack Bash 
presented by Geiger’s.

Lumberjacks and jills are 
cordially invited to attend the 
Lumberjack Bash – a fund-
raiser for LakewoodAlive – on 
Saturday, February 25, from 
7:30 to 11 p.m. at The Bottle-
house Brewery Lakewood (to 
secure tickets, visit Lakewoo-

dAlive.org). Upon arrival, 
however, guests may find 
themselves in a hairy situation.   

The Epic Beard Con-
test presented by Men’s Cuts 
invites Lumberjack Bash 
attendees to compete for the 
opportunity to claim an honor 
in four bearded categories: 1. 
Most Unique Beard, 2. Sexiest 
Beard, 3. Longest Beard and 4. 
Best In Show.

Any Lumberjack Bash 
attendee is eligible to par-
ticipate in the Epic Beard 
Contest, and participation is 
free-of-charge. Contest reg-

continued on page 5



Page 2	 The Lakewood Observer Volume 13, Issue 2	 January 24, 2017

	 Celebrating Over 10 Years of Community Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com	

Published twice a month with a current circulation of 10,000+ copies. The paper is made 
available free of charge and can be found at over 130 business locations within the City 
of Lakewood and on our website. The views and opinions expressed in this publication do 
not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the publisher and staff. Copyright 2017 
• AGS/The Lakewood Observer, Inc. All rights reserved. Any reproduction is forbidden 
without written permission. 

The mission of the Lakewood Observer is to attract, articulate, and amplify civic 
intelligence and community good will in the city of Lakewood and beyond.

Become an Observer!
 As a product of citizen journalism, The Lakewood Observer is looking for people, ages 3-100, 
to get involved in the paper and the city. We are looking for volunteer writers, photographers, 

designers, and illustrators to help with the production of the paper. It does not matter if you are 
a professional or amateur, our editorial staff will be glad to help you through the process.

 Register to our website Member Center where you can submit stories, press releases, letters to the 
editor, photos. No need to register to post online calendar or classified ads.

	 Upcoming Submission Deadline	 Publish Date
	 February 1, 2017	 February 8, 2017
	 February 18, 2017	 February 25, 2017

www.lakewoodobserver.com – 216.712.7070
14900 Detroit Avenue, Suite 205, Lakewood, OH 44107

The Lakewood Observer 
is powered by AGS’s:

Your Independent Source for Lakewood News & Opinion

ADVISORY BOARD - Steve Davis, Heidi Hilty, Jeff Endress, Jim Crawford,

Steve Ott, Margaret Brinich, Betsy Voinovich

OBSERVATION DECK BOARD - Jim O’Bryan, Meg Ostrowski, Heidi Hilty, 

Dan Alaimo, Tom Wagner, Betsy Voinovich 

WEBMASTERS - Raul Montejo, Dan Alaimo 

ILLUSTRATIONS - Rob Masek, Jim O’Bryan

PRODUCTION - A Graphic Solution, Inc.

PHOTOGRAPHY -  Kaylee Banhidy, Ellen Brinich, Margaret Brinich, Claire Ciolli, 
Mike Deneen, Brian Foox, Emily McEwen, Jill Milenski, Tony Nanni, Jim O’Bryan, 
Tristen Rader, Catherine Ryan, Jan Roller, Lian Showers, Elizabeth Sutliffe, 
Judy Towner, and Bruce Young.

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS - State Rep. Nickie Antonio, Matt Bixenstine, 

Lisa Calfee, Mike Deneen, Marge Foley, Christine Gordillo, Kim Griffith, 

Carol Jacobs, Matt Kuhns, Eric Knapp, John Kompier, Alyse Lamparek, 

Toni Nanni, David Norton, Joni M. Nowak, Nicka Petruccio, Marilyn Mongeon Quill, 

Tara Quinn, Tristen Rader, Elaine Rosenberger, and Judy Towner.

	PUBLISHER	 EDITOR IN CHIEF	 ASSOCIATE EDITOR	 ADVERTISING
	 Jim O’Bryan	 Margaret Brinich 	 Betsy Voinovich	 Troy Bratz
				    216.712.7070	

February 5th
Super Bowl Sunday
Breakfast 9:30 a.m.
Bloody Mary Bar 11:00 a.m.

Lakewood Observer

BANNED
AT CITY HALLBANNED
AT CITY HALL

STILL

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.
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                 Bleak MidWinter  
  g      getting you down?                               
W    We’ll cheer you up!      
Call   Gordon Tower Insurance today for a free 
consultation.   Michael Bodnar will review your 
insurance policies and conduct a free insurance 
analysis.  No need to wait for your current policy to 
expire. Find out how we can help you save money 
now! When you contact us at Gordon Tower 
Insurance, we’ll work together to help you select the 
insurance coverages you need for your auto, home, 
your business, or life insurance that are right for you.  
We Are Your Friendly Neighborhood Agents! 
Your Friendly Neighborhood Insurance Agents!! 
 Gordon Tower Insurance Agency               Call Us Today!     

216/663-7777             Our  Knowledge  Is Your  Best  Protection       
14701     Detroit    Ave    Suite  # 362        Lakewood,    OH    44107 

April 22nd 
At 11 A.M. 
123 Main Street 
Bothell, WA 

Sponsored by 

Your Organization 

From The Deck LO Calendar
Tuesday, January 24, 2017
Lakewood Area Collaborative Job Club Meeting
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

The Lakewood Area Collaborative Job Club meeting will be held on Tuesday Janu-
ary 24th, from 6-8 p.m. at the Lakewood United Methodist Church, at 15700 Detroit 
Ave. Our guest speaker will be Claudia Motiu from Cuyahoga Community College 
Career Center. The topic will be Job Hunting via the Internet.

For more information, contact Becky Carlton at Rebeccacarlton12@gmail.com or 
216-221-1723.

Location:
Lakewood United Methodist Church
15700 Detroit Ave
Lakewood 44107

Lakewood family to appear on HGTV’s House Hunters International
10:30 PM - 11:00 PM

From the shores of Lake Erie to the land of windmills and wooden shoes, a Northeast 
Ohio couple will soon have their transatlantic journey featured on the hit television se-
ries, Househunters International. Moving from Lakewood, Ohio to Groningen, Neth-
erands, Oliver and Jaclyn Palmer are leaving their beautiful Lakewood home for a taste 
of the Dutch life. Oliver is an Engineer with Rovisys Buidling Technologies (Aurora and 
Europe) and Jaclyn is a music therapist. The Palmers have made the temporary trans-
fer, along with their two-year-old daughter, Roma, for a several-year project Oliver is 
managing. The Palmer’s episode will air on HGTV Tuesday, January 24 at 10:30pm 
EST and again, three hours later at 1:30am EST on HGTV. Visit http://www.hgtv.
com/shows/house-hunters-international/episodes/rough-waters-in-groningen

Saturday, January 28, 2017
Super Saturday @ Beck
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM

Join in on the fun, creativity and excitement at Beck Center as you and your young 
aspiring artists explore music, dance, theater, and the visual arts at this FREE, interac-
tive art experiences for children ages 1 to 8 years, with siblings and friends up to age 10 
taking part. Focus for this Super Saturday is the Alp Horn and Brass Instruments! The 
program begins with a “Hear & Touch the Music” concert at 9:30 a.m. in the Mackey 
Theater, that features a different orchestral instrument along with an interactive dem-
onstration. Afterward, everyone is invited to take part in visual arts and music experi-
ences in the main lobby area. Tickets are required, but free at BeckCenter.org 

Title	 Poster	 Posts	 Views	 Date

My Deal For City Hall	 Jim O’Bryan	 19	 1703	 Thu Jan 19

Frivolous Lawsuit SLAPPED Down by Judge	 41	 3535	 Mon Jan 23

Lakewoodites In The Women’s March		 15	 492	 Mon Jan 23

Twilight’s Last Gleaming	 Michael Deneen	 10	 802	 Mon Jan 23

Lakewood: Trash	 jackie f taylor	 103	 8630	 Mon Jan 23

Tim Liston’s development post	 Thomas J. George	 9	 549	 Mon Jan 23

Clouds got in the way...	 Jim O’Bryan	 376	 58414	 Sun Jan 22

Lakewoodites So Healthy 	 Brian Essi 	 10	 543	 Wed Jan 18

Beware of Cleveland Clinic’s	 Lori Allen	 1	 231	 Wed Jan 18
    Lakewood Urgent Care costs 

Gentrification? Good? Bad?		  27	 1217	 Tue Jan 17

lakewoodobserver.com/forum
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Complex Bridge Rehab Project 
Moves Forward
by Nickie Antonio

Last month State Rep. Nickie 
Antonio (D-Lakewood) announced 
the release of $345,287 in state 
funding to complete construction 
contract plans for the rehabilitation 
of the State Route 176 southbound 
bridge over Interstate Route 71 
southbound in Cuyahoga County. 
The Controlling Board, a panel 
tasked with oversight of state spend-
ing, approved the funding at today’s 
meeting.

“I am pleased the state recog-
nizes the importance of investing 
in Northeast Ohio’s roads and 
bridges,” said Antonio. “Modern, 
reliable roadways are vital to ensur-
ing people can get to and from work, 
children can ride to school safely, 

and goods and services can be deliv-
ered on time. I look forward to the 
completion of this long awaited 
bridge project.”

The Controlling Board origi-
nally approved $400,000 in August 
2015 for a preliminary engineering 
study, environmental documenta-
tion and completion of construction 
contract plans. The latest round of 
funding comes after preliminary 
engineering studies encountered a 
more complex structure and traffic 
maintenance issues than antici-
pated.

Constructions costs for the SR 176 
bridge rehabilitation project are esti-
mated at $4 million. The construction 
contract will likely be awarded in Janu-
ary 2020.

Renewable Energy Power-Up For Northeast Ohio
by Matt Kuhns

You’re purchasing a lot more 
renewable energy this year, most likely 
thanks to the Northeast Ohio Public 
Energy Council (NOPEC).

Beginning this month, NOPEC 
member cities including Lakewood are 
changing their default electricity sup-
plier, from FirstEnergy to NextEra. 
It’s a nearly invisible transition for the 
individual household; bills still arrive 
from The Illuminating Company, rates 
aren’t increasing, and there is no action 
to complete. Unless you opt out of it, 
your electric bill payments automati-
cally go toward 50% renewable power, 
now.

This places NOPEC and its mem-
bership well ahead of Ohio’s current 
goal—which recently went back into 
force after a two-year “freeze”—of 
12.5% electricity from renewable 
sources by 2027. The partnership with 
NextEra effectively leapfrogs that goal 
in replacing FirstEnergy, which sup-
plied renewable content of only a few 
percent.

The fact that electric power and 
electric bills continue to arrive from 
The Illuminating Company, which is a 
part of FirstEnergy, demonstrates a lit-
tle of the hidden complexity in modern 
deregulated utility services. Between 
electricity’s arrival at your home, and 
the companies which generate it, a host 
of buyers, sellers, aggregators and regu-
lators are all at work.

NOPEC is an aggregator. Com-
bining the purchasing power of 
more than 200 cities and towns in 
13 Northeast Ohio counties, it works 
to negotiate better electricity and 
natural gas rates. Mayors organized 
NOPEC in 1999 to take advantage of 
market deregulation, and Lakewood 
was a founding member. Since then 
the not-for-profit organization, man-
aged by volunteer directors, has 
grown into the largest utility aggre-
gator in the United States. NOPEC 
negotiates on behalf of every house-
hold and small business customer in 

member communities, unless a cus-
tomer actively opts out.

Its new agreement with NextEra 
follows the breakdown of a nine-year 
contract with FirstEnergy, which 
NOPEC negotiated in 2010. When 
industry rumor suggested FirstEnergy 
might declare bankruptcy, if unsuc-
cessful in a campaign to raise and 
re-regulate electricity rates, NOPEC 
pressed for guarantees of supply secu-
rity. After disagreements between the 
two briefly went to court, FirstEnergy 
announced in October that it would 
terminate its contract with NOPEC in 
January 2017.

Over the next several weeks, let-
ters advised NOPEC customers that 
electricity service would continue 
uninterrupted, one way or another; at 
one point Lakewood officials suggested 
that a temporary extension with First-
Energy was on the way.

Instead, NOPEC completed “a very 
abbreviated RFQ (Request for Qualifi-
cations) process,” in the words of its 
Executive Director Chuck Keiper. On 
November 7, it announced the result: 
a three-year agreement with NextEra, 
beginning in time for a seamless tran-
sition this month.

Somewhat like FirstEnergy, 
NextEra operates a handful of local 
subsidiary companies, although its 
total footprint is considerably larger. 
NextEra’s empire sprawls through 
more than half of the 50 states as well 
as four Canadian provinces, with com-
bined generating capacity almost three 
times FirstEnergy’s. It’s also more 
invested in renewables than FirstEn-
ergy, and less reliant on fossil fuels.

Under its agreement with NOPEC, 
NextEra will round up the renewable 
content of our electricity to an even 
50% using Renewable Energy Certifi-
cates (RECs). Essentially, this means 
NextEra will purchase extra renewable 
power for the region from other suppli-
ers; because electricity from all sources 
is identical once it enters the vast grid, 
the REC system assigns suppliers one 

certificate for each Megawatt-hour of 
renewable power they produce. Keep-
ing track of RECs allows “downstream” 
users the choice of buying some of their 
electricity supply from a specifically 
renewable source.

The contract with NextEra 
lasts for three years, during which 
time NOPEC intends to carry out a 
slower, “very robust RFQ” for future 
options, according to Keiper. What-
ever its result, however, its current 
partnership includes a further small 
but lasting push toward sustainable, 
clean power. Currently, NextEra’s 
renewable generating capacity con-
sists largely of nuclear energy. But 
the agreement with NOPEC requires 
$10,000,000 of the eventual proceeds 
to fund construction of new capacity 
from entirely green sources such as 
solar and wind. By itself, this could 
purchase approximately three or four 
utility-scale wind turbines, though it 
will ultimately contribute to a much 
larger total “Green Era” construction 
fund at NextEra.

In the bigger picture, even 50% 
renewable electricity is admittedly 
modest progress toward the zero-
carbon economy which scientists, 
business leaders, governments and 
environmental groups have called for 
achieving within a few decades’ time at 
most. The overall fuel mix “powering” 

Lakewood and other NOPEC commu-
nities still includes buildings mostly 
heated with natural gas, and vehicles 
mostly running on petroleum.

Nonetheless, NOPEC’s agreement 
with NextEra suggests how much is 
already within easy reach, given that it 
will deliver a significantly cleaner and 
more sustainable energy mix with-
out customers spending a single extra 
penny.

For the first half of 2017 NOPEC 
customers will pay fixed rates, com-
parable to those from the former 
FirstEnergy supply contract. In The 
Illuminating Company service area, 
residential customers’ rate is 4.907¢ 
per kWh and business customers’ is 
4.978¢. After June, NOPEC customers 
can sign up to continue the fixed-
rate service for a longer term, but the 
default option will be a variable rate 
about five percent less than compa-
rable, individual rates from the local 
utility provider (FirstEnergy). Along 
with a recent report from the Law-
rence Berkeley National Laboratory, 
concluding that such higher costs as 
renewable energy does involve are 
more than repaid by related savings, 
NOPEC’s deal with NextEra suggests 
less and less economic incentive for 
fossil fuel use, even if political agen-
das are another matter.

continued on page 12
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Lakewood Public Library

compiled by Elaine Rosenberger

Calendar Of Events

Wednesday, January 25
Talk - Lakewood Historical Society
The Art and Architecture of Lakewood Public Library

The Library buildings themselves are works of art. Library Director Mr. Craw-
ford will discuss the buildings’ architects and artists including Edward R. Tilton, who 
designed the original Carnegie library; Abram Garfield, who renovated the Madison 
Branch; Reed Thomason’s mural of literary characters; David Deming’s “Lake and 
Wood”; the Richard Haas murals; and “Transversion” by Peter Diepenbrock.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Thursday, January 26
Author Event - “The Cubicle Chronicles” 
by Lynn Brookdale

Bethany Bowers is like most recent college grads: idealistic, underemployed, and 
broke. After leaving her dead-end telemarketing job, she happily accepts a position at 
a prestigious Pittsburgh recruiting firm. She soon discovers, however, that it’s a cor-
porate world and she’s just living in it. Books will be available for sale and signing at 
the event.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Saturday, January 28
Performance - Chinese New Year Dancers

Yin Tang Dance brings the historical songs and legends of Chinese New Year to the 
Library. Classical Chinese dances are styled after ancient forms of dances that emulate the 
movements of goddesses. The focus is not only technique but Chinese cultural, histori-
cal, and geographical education. Students perform dance styles from different regions of 
China.

2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Sunday, January 29
Concert - Kristine Jackson

From her gritty, smoky vocals to her soul-moving songwriting and unique guitar style, 
Kristine Jackson’s music is raw. Known by her fans as KJ, Jackson has made a name for her-
self as a vocalist, multi-instrumentalist, and songwriter. In “Candy Store,” KJ dealt with 
two life changing events: losing her cousin to Hodgkin’s lymphoma and going public about 
her sexual abuse as a child. Since then, she’s helped raise over $50,000 to fight Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma.

2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Tuesday, January 31
Workshop - Genealogy

Genealogist Deborah Abbott will show you how to unlock the secrets held by census 
reports, military records, birth certificates and death notices in this hands-on workshop. 
Call (216) 226-8275 ext. 127 to register.

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Learning Lab

Wednesday, February 1
Literature Series - “A Fort of Nine Towers: An Afghan Family Story”

Qais Akabar Omar writes a riveting memoir of his family’s experiences in Afghanistan. 
Kabul was a garden where 7-year-old Qais flew kites from the roof of his grandfather’s 
house. Then came the hollow sounds of rocket fire as the Mujahedin took over Afghani-
stan, and the country erupted in civil war. The Afghani culture told through the folktales 
and poetic voice of Omar will be the primary focus of this free, four week course, pre-
sented by Barbara Parr. Please Register in advance at www.lifelonglearningcleveland.org, 
or by calling the Library at (216) 226-8275.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Multipurpose Room

Saturday, February 4
Film - “Billy Budd” (1962)

Peter Ustinov captains the sailing ship H.M.S. Avenger when the Napoleonic Wars 
are in full swing. There have been two recent mutinies on British naval vessels, so Usti-
nov relies upon cruel master-at-arms Robert Ryan to maintain discipline and order. 
Barbara Steffek-Hill presents a series of classic and contemporary films from her per-
sonal favorites.

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Sunday, February 5
Concert - TriHearn  

Siblings Caitlin, Brendan and Conor Hearn started playing as a trio in 2002. TriHearn’s 
sound is a mix of Irish, Scottish and American folk music. That’s why they fit in so well with 
a tall, foamy pint. Their blend of guitar, fiddle, cello and three part harmonies will lift your 
spirits and make you say, “slainte.”

2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Tuesday, February 7
Film - “Salam Neighbor” (2015)

In an effort to better understand refugee life, filmmakers Zach Ingrasci and Chris 
Temple spent one month living alongside displaced families in the Za’atari refugee 
camp. As the first filmmakers ever allowed by the United Nations to be given a tent 
and registered inside a refugee camp, Zach and Chris were able to get a never before 
seen look into the world’s most pressing crisis. “Salam Neighbor” is an award-win-
ning feature documentary and campaign to connect the world to refugees. Their goal 
is to tell the stories of refugees with the dignity they deserve and the depth the world 
needs. This film is presented by The Refugee Response, an organization that empow-
ers refugees in Northeast Ohio to become self-sufficient and contributing member of 
their new communities.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

compiled by Eric Knapp

Children & Youth Events

Fridays, January 13 through February 17
Otaku Cafe
For students in sixth through twelfth grade

Come learn about anime, manga, costumes, crafts, and conventions. Registration 
required.

4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. in the Main Library First Floor Multipurpose Room.

Sunday, January 29
Lakewood Lego® League
For youth in kindergarten through fifth grade (caregivers welcome)

Use LPL’s collection of Lego® Bricks and your own imagination to create fabulous new 
structures and designs each month. No registration, but numbered tickets will be given out 
first-come, first-served.

6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. in the Main Library Activity Room.

Mondays, February 6 through February 27
Paint a Masterpiece
For students in eighth through twelfth grade

Aspiring teen artists will attempt to replicate a famous masterpiece during this four ses-
sion program. All materials provided. Registration required.

7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. in the Main Library Activity Room.

Roman Fountain is one of the most  
well-known and loved pizzeria in  
Lakewood, Ohio. Roman Fountain has  
been serving up pizza since the mid 1950's 
with award winning pizza, calzone,  
stromboli, subs, pasta, wings, and salads. 
 
Whether carryout or delivery, we provide 
your family with the freshest of toppings 
(over 25 to choose from) on our pizza. With 
dough and sauce made daily from our own 
recipe and freshly grated blend of mozzarella 
& provolone cheese, we provide a great pizza 
for you and your family  

At Roman Fountain you can find all your favorites:  

Call us at 216-221-6633 

Roman Fountain 
Pizza & Subs 

 Pizza 
 Calzones 
 Stromboli 
 Salads 
 Pasta 

 Subs 
 Wings 
 Appetizers 
 Desserts 
 Dinners 

To see our menu or coupons please go to  
www.romanfountain.com 

Or stop by at 
15603 Detroit Ave 

Near the corner of Lakeland Ave 

PUBLIC NOTICE – OH5223 
- Gold Coast Lakewood

AT&T Mobility, LLC is proposing to collocate antennas on an exist-
ing 187-foot building at 12900 Lake Ave, Lakewood, Cuyahoga County, 
OH. Public comments regarding the potential effects from this site on 
historic properties may be submitted within 30-days from the date of 
this publication to: Britta Tonn – CBRE, 4 West Red Oak Lane, White 
Plains, New York 10604, Britta.Tonn@CBRE.com, or (802) 522-8259.
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Lakewood Public Library

Hair Color & Gloss
$29.95*

Single Process Retouch & Gloss

Hair Color
$39.95*

Single Process Full Hair Color

Mini Highlight
$39.95

10-12 Foil Highlights

* Hair Color only. Extra long or thick hair may 
be an additional charge. Consult stylist.

By Appointment 
with Anita

216-502-8292

Carol Lynn’s Salon Plus
15516 Madison Ave., Lakewood

How To Overcome Heartbreak: 

Recovering From Misguided Love By Nicole D. Miller
by Lisa Calfee

If heartbreak is a part of life, 
how can we survive it? Nicole D. 
Miller, MBA, provides many thought-
ful answers to the question as she 
describes her journey through the 
pain of lost love in her new book, 

Nicole D. Miller, MBA

“How to Overcome Heartbreak: 
Recovering from Misguided Love.” 
The local author and speaker will be 
coming to Lakewood Public Library 
as part of our Meet the Author series 
on Thursday, February 9, 2017 at 7:00 
p.m. The talk will take place in the 

Main Library Basement Auditorium 
at 15425 Detroit Avenue.

According to Miller, it was her 
faith that saved her from suicide and 
brought her through a seemingly end-
less season of sorrow. Heartbreak 
became the catalyst for healing, both 
spiritually and emotionally. As she 
navigated the obstacles of recovery on 
her blog, www.betterthanwine.net, a 
book began to take shape. The result is 
this heartfelt little guide.

Join Nicole D. Miller as she dis-
cusses the following topics from “How 
to Overcome Heartbreak: Recovering 
from Misguided Love”: Healing from 
breakups, Wholeness in singleness, 
Healthy relationships and Spiritual-
ity. Books will be available for sale and 
signing at the event.

Teen Fine Artists Paint 
The Classics
by Nicka Petruccio

The Lakewood Public Library is 
looking for some talented teens for 
their new fine art program, “Paint a 
Masterpiece.” This is one of the first 
teen art programs ever offered by the 
Library which will focus on young art-

ists of some experience rather than 
beginners, and aims to offer a little 
more insight and skilled instruction. 
For this exciting series, each young art-
ist will be assigned a famous painting 
to recreate. Visual skills will be key as 
they dissect complex color creation, 
composition, brush stroke style, and 
other components in an attempt to 
mimic a masterpiece.

Master studies are a classic tradi-
tion in art education which help open 
students’ eyes to new techniques, 
styles, and approaches to art-making. 
Teens confident in acrylic paint and 
color mixing who are eager to practice 
and hone their skills are ideal candi-
dates for this fun and free program. 
Paint a Masterpiece is open to stu-
dents in 8th through 12th grade and 
will take place Monday evenings in 
February from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Because 
this is only a four session program, 
participants are required to be able 
to attend all sessions to ensure their 
project will be completed. The final 
day to register is January 31. Call the 
Lakewood Public Library Children’s & 
Youth Services desk to register for this 
program at (216) 226-8275 ext. 140.

Yin Tang Dance 
Performs At Lakewood 
Public Library
by Elaine Rosenberger

In celebration of Chinese New 
Year, Yin Tang Dance will perform 
traditional Chinese dances on Satur-
day, January 28 at 2 p.m. in the Main 
Library Auditorium. Under the direc-
tion of Yin Tang, the dance company 
is the premier Chinese dance company 
in Cleveland.

Traditional Chinese dance mim-
ics the movements of the goddesses, 
but each region in China has its own 
dances. Arrayed in beautiful tradi-
tional costumes, the Yin Tang Dancers 
will showcase dances from various 
regions of China.

This special afternoon per-

formance will emphasize not only 
traditional Chinese movement, but 
will also highlight Chinese geography, 
history and culture. Admission is free 
and open to all, and all ages are wel-
come to attend.

Yin Tang Dance

Sharing The Dream
by Marge Foley

These beautiful handmade 
cards, pictured at right, were crafted 
by students attending a program at 
the Lakewood Public Library on 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, Mon-
day, January 16. After stories and 
a song celebrating King’s life and 
legacy, the participants had fun 
making a greeting card to warm the 
hearts of nursing home residents. 
The cards are being distributed to 
the folks living at O’Neill Health-
care Lakewood. Each child took 
home a booklet about the life of Dr. 
King to cut and color, a song sheet, 
and a bookmark.

istration will take place onsite at the 
Lumberjack Bash on Feb. 25 between 
7:30 and 9 p.m., with judging taking 
place at 9:30 p.m. The winner of each 
category will receive a prize, as well 
as bragging rights worthy of a true 
lumberjack.

Both men and women are encour-
aged to compete for the distinction of 
having the Most Unique Beard, as this 
category rewards creative beards not 
necessarily comprised of hair. Exam-
ples include beards made from yarn, 
shaving cream or cotton balls.

To view the official rules of 

the Epic Beard Contest, please visit 
LakewoodAlive.org.

Loving Lakewood: Lumberjack 
Bash is generously supported by the 
following sponsors: Geiger’s (Title 
Sponsor) Cleveland Property Man-
agement Group (Platinum Sponsor), 
Cleveland Home Title, M.V.P. Valet 
Parking (Gold Sponsors), Men’s 
Cuts (Presenting Sponsor for the 
Epic Beard Contest), Cleveland 
Lumber Company, Erie Design, 
King’s Kitchen, Lanter Legal, Lion 
and Blue, Moore Yourkvitch & Dibo, 
Relief Properties, Ride + Workout 
and Scalish Construction (Silver 

Sponsors). 
Matt Bixenstine is the Marketing & 

Development Manager for LakewoodAlive. 
He enjoys all things Lakewood, espe-
cially walking his basset hound through 
Madison Park.

continued from page 1

Epic Beard Contest To Highlight 

LakewoodAlive’s Lumberjack Bash
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LHS, Designer Warren Earn Award For Set Design
by Christine Gordillo

Congratulations to Lakewood 
City Schools parent and Erie Design 
co-owner Shawn Warren and the 
Lakewood High School Barnstorm-
ers Club for winning the prestigious 
Northeast Ohio Performing Arts 
List for Musical Scene Design for 
last May’s Barnstormers produc-
tion of Stephen Sondheim’s “Into 
the Woods.” The NEohioPAL award 
winners are nominated and voted 
on by the public and were created 
to bring recognition to the region’s 
non-professionals working in the-
ater.

In other Barnstormers’ news, the One section of the award winning set design of the Barnstormer’s production.

drama club recently won a grant from 
the Lakewood Art Festival Board for 
$750 to go toward costumes for this 
spring’s musical, “Little Women.” 
Director of costumes for the club, 
Autumn Sabin, applied for and won 
the grant.

The next Barnstormers’ event 
will be its annual Winter One 
Act Plays production, with shows 
directed, written and acted by the 
students. Those shows will run Feb-
ruary 1-4 in the Lakewood High Art 
Atrium at 7:30 each night. There will 
also be a 4 p.m. performance on Fri-
day, February 3. Tickets are $5 at the 
door.

Rapunzel’s tower.
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Kindergarten Parent Info Night, 
Registration Coming Up
by Christine Gordillo

Kindergarten registration for 
Lakewood City Schools will take 
place at the Lakewood Board of 
Education at 1470 Warren Road 
beginning Friday, Feb. 10, 2017. 
Students must be 5 years old on or 
before Sept. 30, 2017 in order to be 
age eligible to enter kindergarten. 
There will be a Parent Information 
Night on Thursday, Feb. 9 at 6:30 
pm at Grant Elementary School for 

interested parents to find out more 
about the program.

Registration packets are avail-
able at the Board of Education or 
online at www.lakewoodcityschools.
org. Registration will be by appoint-
ment only.

After collecting all required 
documents and completing all reg-
istration forms, you may schedule 
an appointment to register your 
child. To schedule an appointment, 

please contact the registration secre-
tary by phone at 216-529-4279 or by 
e-mail at kyna.eldred@lakewoodci-
tyschools.org  

Please Note: The Residency and 
Custody Affidavit included in the packet 
must be signed in the presence of a 
Notary Public.

 The following documents must be 
presented at registration:

(1) Child’s birth certificate, 
original or certified copy; Passport 
or Visa

(2) Child’s immunization record, 
doctor’s name and phone number

(3) Driver’s license or State ID of 
the residential parent/legal guardian 
registering the student

(4) Proofs of Residency - provide 
2 In the form of:  

- Utility Bills (gas, electric, water)
- Pay stub
- Valid signed lease
- Business mail
- Section 8 documentation
- Voter registration card
- Municipal Income Tax Return 

(RITA)
- Valid driver’s license with cur-

rent address
OR: The Owner Affidavit form, 

which must be completed by the land-
lord, owner, or manager and signed in 
the presence of a NOTARY PUBLIC 
when no other proofs of residency can 
be provided.

- Custody documents (If Appli-
cable) only legal residents who are 
the parent or legal guardian of 
the child may completer the regis-
tration process. Applicable court 
documents must be a certified copy 
and contain any and all exhibits 
or attachments referenced to show 
custody.

- Copy of a signed Current IEP 
and ETR (if Applicable)

Children attending the Lakewood 
City School’s pre-kindergarten pro-
gram are enrolled in the District and 
do not need to re-register. Kindergar-
ten information will be given to these 
families.

Micha Inak – Design
Faiza Manaa – Drawing & 
    Illustration
Sara McMillen – Digital Art
Elyza Mihalski – Drawing & 
    Illustration
Balint Muller – Photography 
   (2 awards)
Ava Olic – Drawing & Illustration 
Maya O’Reilly – Ceramics & Glass
Maya Sutliff  – Drawing & 
    Illustration

Maya O’Reilly’s vase was a Gold 
Key winner in the Ceramics & Glass 
category.

District Artists Shine In Scholastic Art 
And Writing Contest
continued from page 1

Kaylee Banhidy won three recognitions for her photography. This image earned her a 
Gold Key.

Silver Key Winners: (approxi-
mately 10-15% of regional entries)

Kaylee Banhidy – Photography
Haleigh Barrett – Photography
Morgaine Brennan – Digital Art
Victoria Donegan – Ceramics & 

Glass
Mira Getrost (Harding) – Short 

Story
Jueun Lee – Digital Art; Film & 

Animation 
Lauren Lowell – Digital Art

Jennifer Meyer – Printmaking
Isabel Ostrowski - Poetry
Jessica Paul – Painting; Drawing & 

Illustration
Emily Pearlman – Printmaking
Holly Pursel – Photography
Juia Wozniakowski – Photography
Honorable Mentions: (approxi-

mately 15-20% of regional entries)
Kaylee Banhidy – Photography
Garrett Bodnar – Printmaking

continued on page 8
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  State Tested Nursing Assistant Course 
                                We are looking for people… that enjoy caring for others… 
‘STNA Your Way’ – 2 week course: Class begins: Monday Feb 6th (Evening Class) 
Mon-Fri: 4:30am-9pm (Clinical Days- Sunday afternoon) 
Lakewood Learning Center; 13002 Madison Ave., Lkwd, OH 44107  
Program Cost: $600   State Testing Fee: $100 
100% Tuition Reimbursement/State Testing Fee from 1st Facility to hire you! 
100% Job Placement!  It’s a great job that pays way above minimum wage! 
Full time hours/ full benefits | Required: big heart- good work ethic- kind, gentle spirit.  
Please visit us: http://stnayourway.com 
Contact Info: Joni M. Nowak RN/CCRN 
Program Coordinator: 216.575.4543 | joni@lakewoodlearningcenter.com 
 

Ranger Sports Roundup
by Mike Deneen
RANGER HOCKEY CONTINUES 
AMAZING TURNAROUND

The LHS hockey team has been 
one of the most improved teams in 
the state this season. Second-year head 
coach Mark Ferfolia, who has 35 years 
experience in local high school hockey, 
has led an impressive turnaround in 
the program. Last year they struggled 
to a 2-25 record. This year they are 
11-11, with a very strong 7-1 record in 
their division.

Last season the team was very 
shorthanded on players. In fact, they 
were almost unable to field a team. 
However, a late infusion of players 
allowed the team to play...although not 
at a very high level. The roster had a lot 
of inexperienced players, and did not 
include an experienced goalie. Defen-
seman Jonah Treible bravely stepped 
into the goalie position, one of the 
most difficult in all of sports.

An infusion of experienced players 
during this offseason has sparked the 
turnaround. Twin brothers Rob and Will 
Holden are among the new freshmen on 
the team. Will, a forward, is one of the 
leading scorers on the team. Rob has 
taken over in goal, allowing Treible to 
return to his natural position of defense-
men. These changes has tightened up the 
team’s defense, which struggled might-
ily last year. Tracy Holden, the twins’ 
mother, has enjoyed seeing her kids con-
tribute so well. They have been playing 
since they were seven years old. “It’s in 

Ranger boys’ hoops coach Alex Cammock has been drawing up winning plays during 
the team’s hot streak.

their blood,” she says with a smile.
The team is well positioned for 

the future, as leading scorers include 
juniors Mac McFarlin and Patrick Gil-
man. They have two more home games 
remaining on the schedule. They host 
Nordonia on Saturday 28, and Brook-
lyn on February 4th. Home games are 
played at Serpentini Arena at Winter-
hurst, and start at 7pm. The Brooklyn 
game will be Senior Night, where this 
year’s seniors will be honored for their 
contributions to the program.
BOYS HOOPS WINS THREE 
STRAIGHT THRILLERS

A difficult early schedule caused 

the Ranger boys hoops team to get off 
to a slow start, but they found their 
groove by mid-January. The team won 
three consecutive conference games, 
two of which were on the road. Each 
game came down to the final minute. 
The streak began at Midview, where 
the Rangers beat the Middies 63-62 on 
a buzzer beater. Chris Golden led the 
team with 12 points in the win.

Lakewood returned home to face 
North Ridgeville, and came away with 
a thrilling double overtime win. Junior 
Raekwon Whitfield made the biggest 
play of the game, stealing an inbounds 
pass and scoring to tie the first overtime 

in the closing seconds. Junior Jacob Sala 
led Lakewood with 23 points, six of which 
were in the first OT period. Senior Chris 
Golden scored 11 for Lakewood, and 
Liam Doup also hit double digits with 10 
points. Senior Blake Setta had nine points, 
seven of which came in the first

The Rangers returned to the road 
to defeat 62-61. Junior Jabrell Boyd 
provided the heroics for this game, 
scoring the winning basket with six 
seconds left. Boyd led all Ranger scor-
ers with 12 points in the game. The 
three game winning streak lifts the 
Rangers record to 5-7 on the season. 
They have two home games this week-
end, facing Olmsted Falls on Friday 
and Bay on Saturday. Both games are at 
Harding Middle School, and both are 
scheduled to begin at 7:15 p.m.
GIRLS HOOPS HOSTING FUND-
RAISER/SEASOON UPDATE

There will be a fundraiser for the 
LHS girls basketball team on Saturday, 
January 28th from 7 to 9pm at Around 
the Corner. Admission is only $20, 
which includes pizza, wings, veggies, 
and beer. To get tickets, contact any 
LHS player or coach; or you can show 
up and pay at the door.

The team is having a very good 
season, reaching a 10-4 record after a 
home win against Rocky River. After 
building a double-digit second half 
lead, Lakewood held off a furious sec-
ond half rally to win the game 46-44. 
Ryann Greenfield scored 20 points to 
lead the Rangers; center Olivia Nagy 
had 14 points and five blocked shots. 
The Rangers host Avon Lake and North 
Olmsted on February 1 and 4, respec-
tively at Harding Middle School.

Mike Deneen has extensive expe-
rience covering sports and community 
stories for the Lakewood Observer. Mike 
has been a Senior Industry Analyst for 
the Freedonia Group in Cleveland, Ohio, 
since 1998. He has appeared on CNBC’s 
Closing Bell, NPR’s MarketPlace and has 
been quoted multiple times in The Wall 
Street Journal. He has made multiple guest 
appearances on ESPN Cleveland radio. 
Mike also writes for Inside Northwest-
ern, a website that covers Northwestern 
Wildcat Athletics. You can reach him on 
Twitter at @MikeDeneen1,

Custom Imprinted Apparel 
Corporate Logowear 

Spiritwear 

Rangers Hold Off River for Girls Hoops Win
by Mike Deneen

The Lakewood girls basketball 
team held off a furious second half 
rally to defeat Rocky River 46-44 on 
Monday at Harding Middle School. 
Ranger guard Ryann Greenfield scored 
20 points to lead the Rangers; cen-
ter Olivia Nagy had 14 points and five 
blocked shots; River senior Mary Bebie 
led all scorers with 21 points in the 
game.

Greenfield, one of the leading 
scorers in the Southwestern Confer-
ence, was uncharacteristically scoreless 
in Saturday’s blowout win over Mid-
view. She more than made up for it in 
this game, scoring numerous key bas-
kets from both the floor and the free 
throw line. She scored seven points in 
the first period, helping to build a 15-9 
Lakewood lead at and of the quarter. 
She then hit a three pointer to open the 
second quarter, and Lakewood went on 
to build a seemingly comfortable 27-12 
halftime lead.

The Rangers contined to con-
trol the game in the opening minutes 
of the second half. Nagy hit a pair 
of back-to-back baskets to give 
Lakewood a 34-19 lead with 5:18 left 
in the third quarter. That’s when the 
Pirates came out firing. Rocky River 
went on a 10-0 run over the next five 
minutes, cutting the lead to 34-29. 
A basket by Ranger guard Isabel 
Cintron in the closing seconds gave 

Lakewood a 36-29 lead going into the 
fourth quarter.

River stayed hot in the final 
period, hitting a pair of three point 
baskets early. Bebie made a three with 
5:40 left that cut the lead to 36-35, 
firing up the Pirate fans that traveled 
over the river. Nagy responded with 
a basket that made it 38-35 with 4:29 
left in the game. From there on out, 
it became a contest of free throws. 
Whenever River got within a point, 
Lakewood would respond by mak-
ing foul shots. Greenfield hit a pair 
of clutch free throws with 24 sec-
onds remaining to build a 45-41 lead. 
Bebie sank another three pointer 
with ten seconds left, making the 
game 46-44.  The Pirates had 7.8 sec-
onds for their final possession, and 
managed to move the ball under the 
basket for a potential game-tying 
layup. However, 6’ 3” Olivia Nagy 

swatted away the shot as the clock hit 
zeroes. The Rangers escaped with the 
win, and the Lakewood crowd collec-
tively exhaled.

The victory moves Lakewood to 
10-4 on the season; Rocky River fell to 
4-9. The Rangers travel to North Rid-
geville for their next game, then return 
home to face Amherst on January 21. 
The varsity game is scheduled for 1:45 
at Harding Middle School.

Ranger senior Emma Ribar on Pirate 
guard Mary Bebie.
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Italian and Classical American Cuisine

Making life simple...
Catering from  

Italian Creations

216-226-2282
16104 Hilliard Road • Lakewood

www.ItalianCreation.com

Restaurant, Catering, and Take-out

Serving Lakewood
For Over 20 Years

That’s What All The People Say

HEATING•COOLING
Air Conditioners
Furnaces, Boilers

West End Tavern presents:

18514 Detroit Avenue, 
Lakewood, OH  44107
phone: 216-521-7684 

fax: 216-521-9518 

“Sunday Brunch”
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

A 20-Year Lakewood Tradition
Eggs Benedict • Eggs Sardoux • 

Stuffed French Toast • Pot Roast Hash
Omelets • Fritatas • and more!

featuring our famous
"Mega Mimosas"

“Saturday
Bloody Mary Bar”

Create Your Own - 11 a.m.

Serving Breakfast/Lunch
featuring our famous 

Gourmet Meatloaf Stack and 
Savory Pot Roast

Voted Best Hamburger 
On The Northcoast!

13000 Athens Ave., # 300A, Lakewood, OH 44107

The FUNDAMENTALS: 
our six class “Intro to 

CrossFit.” Small group, 
instructor led classes 

that teach you the 
mechanics needed to 
succeed in CrossFit.

Free Community Class 
10am every Saturday 

Don’t delay, get started today!

440.724.3994 • www.birdtowncrossfit .com

Dale Bruere – Drawing & Illustra-
tion; Comic Art

Isabel Cintron – Ceramics & Glass
Clare Ciolli – Photography
Greyley Cook – Photography
Isabella Dombrowski – Mixed 

Media
Veronica Lee - Drawing & Illus-

tration
Lauren Lowell – Digital Art; Film 

& Animation
Sara McMillen – Printmaking
Ava Olic - Drawing & Illustration; 

Printmaking
Jessica Paul - Drawing & Illustration
Jamuna Poudel – Photography
Paul Query – Photography
Elizabeth Scott – Photography
Julia Wozniakowski - Photography

continued from page 6
District Artists Shine In Scholastic Art And Writing Contest

2016 Lighting Winners

The “Melino House” on Edgewater was 
the Grand Prize Winner. The classic 
home received an overwhelming number 
of votes. They won a $50 gift certificate 

for dinner from Woodstock on Madison, 
which was recently awarded best BBQ in 
Cleveland! “Overlook Park” also took the 
win for “Best Neighborhood” in no small 
part due to the votes the Melino’s received 
and the classy invite to “Night of Lumi-
naria” for all. Other winners clockwise 
from top left include, “Best Neighbors,” 
“Best Double,” “Best Business” - Googie 
Style, “Best Tree” - Beer Engine, and 
“Best Use of Single Strand of Lights.” 
See them all online at the Lakewood 
Observer and our FB Page on Friday! 



January 24, 2017	 The Lakewood Observer Volume 13, Issue 2	 Page 9

	 Celebrating Over 10 Years of Community Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com	

Lakewood Is Art
I’ve Dreamt Too Superly: 

Reviews Of Recent Releases By Local Bands, Pt. 41
Obligatory Disclaimer: Record 

reviews are a tricky business. It’s one 
thing to enjoy music, but to, like, pick out 
what you like about it? That being said, 
if I review your thing and I didn’t like 
something, don’t feel too bad. My opin-
ion doesn’t matter all that much. 

Comrade Question - Pepe Polo - 
Superdreamer Records - 10 songs - LP, 
download

Based on the name of the art-
ist (decent enough), the name of 
the record (not great), and the cover 
(frankly, just bad), I really had no idea 
what to expect. Maybe some kind of 
indie psych thing? But no, this is not 
that. For the most part, the songs on 
here are very poppy indie rock. The 
first three songs on Side A--those being 
the actually very catchy pseudo-psurf 
of “Bastard,” the garage pop of “Song 
About A Woman,” and the garage-
but-recorded-like-any-indie-band of 
“Old”-- I enjoyed, but the record kinda 
lost it for me after that. As for what’s on 
Side B, I like “The Way That You Are,” 
which is an uptempo number, “Wine” 
sounds like it could be in a commer-
cial for some restaurant (I don’t know 
what restaurant I’m thinking of, I 
don’t watch much TV anymore and so 
I see less commercials, but I know it’s 
reminding me of something), “Ah Ah 
Ah” was probably only disappointing to 
me because it isn’t as good as Heavenly 
Queen’s “Uh Uh Uh,” but to be fair, few 
songs are, and the closing track “Stop 
Dying So Much,” which had a garage 
stomp beat but was again just too indie 
for me. I think maybe this record’s big-
gest issue is the production, because I 
liked it more the second listen through 
when I was focusing more on the songs. 
Maybe if I kept listening to it again and 

by Buzz Kompier

again, it would grow on me more, but 
to be honest, I didn’t particularly feel 
like listening to it again. It is what it is, 
or is it. Is it? It is? 3.2/5

(superdreamerrecords.com for 
the record, comradequestion.band-
camp.com to download)

Nervosas - Utility - Superdreamer 
Records - 3 songs - 7”

I thought about saying that Ner-
vosas are a band that I respect for 
what they are and like certain songs 
of, but have never really grabbed 
me altogether, but then I consid-
ered that I actually haven’t processed 
enough of their work to say that and 
so decided to not say it. But then 
I said it here anyways. “Utility” is 
either post-punk or very reverb-
heavy punk; I’m never quite sure 
where to make that distinction. It’s 
pretty much what you’d expect from 
the group if you’ve been following 
them so far. Jeffrey “The Jeff ” Klein-
man seems to have done some work 
on eradicating the faux-British (or 
maybe Robert Pollard) accent he was 
doing, which I appreciate. The song 
as a whole doesn’t really grab me, but 
bigger fans than I will probably dig it. 
Side B has two covers, which is never 
a wise choice when the covers you’re 
doing are better than your originals. 
“Teenage Depression,” originally by 
Goners, is a good punk rocker with 
dual lead vocals. “Kasota,” originally 
by Frozen Teens, is very power pop. I 
quite like both the songs on this side. 
It’s a shame that they’re not by Nervo-
sas so I could say how good Nervosas 
are. Actually, they’re a very capable 
band, musicianship-wise, but their 

songs, about 40 to 45 percent of the 
time, just don’t do anything for me. 
I feel like I should be extra nice here 
to make up for that one time I was at 
Ace Of Cups and accidentally ignored 
The Jeff talking to me because I was 
in my own little world (I was excited 
to see Thomas Jefferson Slave Apart-
ments), but I don’t think he took it 
personally. Sorry, The Jeff. I guess 
this record is it for Nervosas, now 
that Mickey is in Cleveland, Jeff is 
busy with 20XX, and Nick, I assume, 
is still doing sound at AoC. I don’t 
know how to end it without saying 
something that will come off as sar-
castic even though I wouldn’t mean it 
to be, so I guess this is it. 3.3/5

(superdreamerrecords.com)
Psychic Wheels - Peripheral Drift 

- Superdreamer Records - 12 songs - 
LP, download

Psychic Wheels would, I guess, 
be the Columbus equivalent of 
Cleveland’s Ma Holos, while not 
sounding particularly like Ma Holos. 
Actually, I take that back; they have 
their moments. Certain bits of this 
LP reminded me of Great Plains 
(except without the genius of Ron 
House…or the amazing drumming 
of Dave Green…or…okay, so like 
Great Plains if they weren’t great. 
Like normal Plains, maybe.). Other 
bits were reminiscent of the fuzz/
pop sound of some of the more com-
mercial moments on Nuggets. Songs 
like “Please, Don’t” and “Spinning 
Records” reminded me of New York’s 
Space Wolves, just to complicate this 
matter. My favorite tunes here were 
the Side A closer “(I Need A) Dream,” 

“Always (I Love You)” (now that 
you’re seeing all these parentheses, 
do you understand the Space Wolves 
thing?), “Your Anatomy,” which is 
certainly a strange euphemism, and 
the closing track “Crying Girls.” The 
song “Superdreamer” was either such 
a good song that someone decided to 
name a label after it, the band liked 
the label so much that they decided 
to do a song about it, two completely 
separate factions invented the phrase 
almost simultaneously, or there’s a 
person responsible for both the band 
and the label. I know that last one is 
completely ridiculous and impossi-
ble; I’m just spitballing here. Anyway 
(wait, that’s a different Columbus 
label! Now I’ve confused myself.). 
Anyway anyway. Overall, however, 
this record just doesn’t grab me. 
There’s some cool songs scattered here 
and there, but as a whole full-length, 
it doesn’t quite keep its momentum. I 
guess that’s the best way of putting it. 
Decent enough, though. And there’s 
some weird noises in the runout 
groove. Don’t know if that was inten-
tional, but still cool. 3.6/5

(superdreamerrecords.com or 
download it at psychicwheels.band-
camp.com)

Psychic Wheels - Deny It - Super-
dreamer Records - 2 songs - 7”

I heard something about this 
being the last Psychic Wheels release, 
which, if true, is a shame, as they had 
some good stuff. However, this is a 
darn good swan song. Side A, “Deny 
It,” is a good slow burn fuzzy indie 
rock tune. The organ playing is cool 
on this one, and it complements the 
dual lead vocals nicely. I like that the 
“guitar solo” parts are more cacoph-
onies of distortion than any kind 
of melodic lead. It’s sorta like how 
on that Ricky Hamilton solo tape, 
every guitar lead is just a single note 
of feedback, except more extreme. 
The real winner here, however, is the 
f lip side, “Outside Yr Door.” Speak-
ing of our boy Ricky, this track was 
initially available on the Quality 
Time Records compilation tape (I 
kinda think of Superdreamer as the 
Columbus sibling of Quality Time 
for whatever reason. Sheer quantity 
of releases, perhaps. Ricky’s win-
ning that battle, though.). It’s a very 
catchy uptempo poppy rocker. Good 
vocal performance and even a real 
guitar solo, too! I might’ve put it as 
Side A if I were the band, but either 
way it works as a nice counterpoint 
to the slower groove of “Deny It.” 
Hey, if this is the last we hear of Psy-
chic Wheels, at least it’s on a high 
note. 4/5

(superdreamerrecords.com)
Are you a local-ish band? Do you 

have a record out? Email vaguelythreat-
ening@gmail.com or send it directly to 
Observer headquarters: The Lakewood 
Observer, c/o Buzz Kompier, 14900 
Detroit Avenue, Suite 205, Lakewood, 
OH 44107.

Rocky River Chamber Music Society Presents 

“Factory Seconds Brass Trio” In Two Concerts
by Carol Jacobs

After presenting the Brazilian Gui-
tar Quartet in October and Les Délices 
in November, Rocky River Chamber 
Music Society returns in February with 
not one, but two concerts! Both will fea-
ture The Cleveland Orchestra’s second 
chair brass players—an ensemble with 
the playful title, “Factory Seconds Brass 
Trio.”  Both concerts will take place in 
the outstanding acoustical environment 
of the sanctuary at West Shore Unitar-
ian Universalist Church, 20401 Hilliard 
Boulevard in Rocky River.  

The Society’s first concert in 2017 
will be its biennial children’s concert 
to be held on Saturday morning, Feb-
ruary 18 at 11:00 a.m. This interactive 
children’s concert with Factory Sec-
onds Brass Trio will highlight French 
composer Francis Poulenc’s “Sonata for 
Horn, Trumpet, and Trombone,” and 
will also include storytelling, audience 
participation, and artwork--perhaps by 
members of the audience! This concert 
is appropriate for both the young (3+) 

and the young at heart. The concert 
will last approximately 45 minutes.

The following Monday, February 20 
at 7:30 p.m., Factory Seconds Brass Trio 
will perform an adult concert featuring 
works by Bach, Hindemith, and Nelhy-
bel. The program will also include the 
world premiere of a work for brass by 
contemporary classical music composer 
David Loeb. At both concerts the musi-
cians of Factory Seconds Brass Trio will 
be Jack Sutte, trumpet; Jesse McCormick, 
horn; and Richard Stout, trombone.

In addition to holding the second 
chair positions in their respective brass 
sections of The Cleveland Orchestra, 
all three musicians are on the faculty of 
Baldwin Wallace Conservatory of Music. 
Founded in 2012, Factory Seconds Brass 
Trio has performed locally, regionally 
and nationally in a variety of settings.  
Their depth of experience and broad 
repertoire ranging from Early Music to 
20th and 21st century music brings a dis-
tinctive voice into brass chamber music. 
Their plans for 2017 include recording 

and transcription projects.
As is true of all concerts presented 

by the Rocky River Chamber Music 
Society, there is no admission charge 
and all are welcome. For further infor-
mation, please visit our website at 
www.rrcms.org, follow us on Facebook 
and Twitter, or call 440-333-4296.

Program, Children’s Concert, 
February 18 

Francis Poulenc, “Sonata for Horn, 
Trumpet, and Trombone” (1945)

Also includes storytelling, art-

Factory Seconds Brass Trio (Jesse Mc-
Cormick, Richard Stout, and Jack Sutte)

continued on page 12

2016 Lighting Winners
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When you walk through the door, 
you know you are home.

Affordable Senior Housing Community

12400 Madison Ave.  •  Lakewood, Ohio
216-226-7575

TTY 1-800-750-0750

www.fedormanorapartments.com

Make us your NEW  
home this Winter!Seniors

Our First Stand To Save Health Care
by Tristan Rader

Sunday, more than 400 people 
came to the SEIU 1199 headquarters on 
E. 30th St. to rally and protest together- 
to stand up and demand that healthcare 
should be a right! The first round of 
applause went to the first speaker Steve 
Holecko of the Cuyahoga County Pro-
gressive Caucus (CCPC), “We will not 
be satisfied when healthcare is merely 
protected; we want universal care!” 
Dave Pavlick of the Single Payer Action 
Network (SPAN) and Representa-
tive, D-District 13, Nickie Antonio 
also delivered remarks about moving 
towards a Medicare for all or single 
payer model and fighting back against 
Medicare voucher programs. 

The Northshore AFL-CIO teamed 
up with CCPC to sponsor the event 
which was called for by three of the top 
democrats in the country: Senator Ber-
nie Sanders, Senator Chuck Schumer 
and Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi. 
Columbus and Akron also had similar 
events and many more were happening 
all over the country. At the meeting, we 
collected over 100 hand-written nar-
ratives regarding the importance of 
our healthcare that will be sent to Rob 
Portman this week. 

The response to Trump here and 
over the last two months has been 
powerful. As Harriet Applegate of the 
Northshore AFL-CIO put it: “This is 

Rep. Nickie Antonio speaks to crowd of 400.

what the Tea Party did to Obama in 
2009… and we are off to a much bet-
ter start!”

Councilman Dan O’Malley and I 
also had a chance to speak. I would say 
Lakewood was very well-represented at 
the rally. The “ask” we made was that 

people take the time to call their rep-
resentatives. Attend actions. Respond 
to requests to call and write to officials. 
The Indivisible Guide was discussed… 
if you have not seen this blueprint to 
taking back our country… please visit 
IndivisableGuide.com and download it 

today! There is much work to be done 
and it is ours to do!

If you are interested in getting 
involved and getting updates about 
what’s happening sign up at cuycpc.
org/member

Also, visit SPAN Ohio’s website for 
more information about the push for 
single payer healthcare. spanohio.org

Tristan Rader worked in the non-
profit sector including starting the 
Greater Cleveland Food Bank and 
founding a non-profit in Africa. In 2015 
he finished his MPA at Levin College 
of Urban Affairs, Cleveland State and 
continued his studies at the Harvard 
Kennedy School of Government - Execu-
tive Education program. He then joined 
Sen. Sanders staff and worked on his 
presidential bid. After returning home 
he managed a Congressional campaign 
and became one of the founding direc-
tors of Cuyahoga County Progressive 
Caucus where he currently serves as 
Operations Director. He also works for 
MoveOn.org as a Campaign Organizer.

Passion For Change Seeks Communications 
Professionals For Pilot Program And Pro Bono Projects

by Marilyn Mongeon Quill
Both U.S. and British statistics 

show that one in four of us experi-
ences a mental illness in a given year. 
And if you aren’t affected directly, 
mental illness will have an impact on 
your life through a family member, 
friend, neighbor, colleague, or through 
a chance encounter in the grocery store 
or on the street.

Passion for Change, a Cleveland-
area not-for-profit created to break the 
stigma of mental illness, is recruiting 
professionals in marketing and com-
munications to participate in its core 
program, Communicators for Mental 
HealthSM. The program, designed as a 
national prototype, has been launched 
as a Greater Cleveland Pilot Project. 
The project is designed to train market-
ing and communications professionals 
through an online certificate course, 
“Understanding Mental Illness, Addic-
tion, Stigma & Advocacy,” and then 

National prototype project invites professionals in marketing and communications and 
mental health/addiction organizations to help break the stigma of mental illness.

match them with underfunded local 
mental health/addiction organiza-
tions for a pro bono project. Together, 
they will help effect change through a 
shared passion.

“This is an exceptional oppor-
tunity for both marketing and 
communications professionals and 
mental health and addiction organiza-
tions,” said President & CEO Marilyn 
Mongeon Quill. “The pilot project 
is groundbreaking, with benefits all 
around. Marketing and communica-
tions professionals can enhance their 
resumes through education and a pro 
bono project in a specialized area and, 
as trained advocates, they will be bet-
ter equipped to support family, friends, 
and colleagues dealing with a mental 
illness. Additionally, mental health 
and addiction organizations will have 
access to marketing and communica-
tions professionals who actually ‘get’ 
mental illness and stigma and are pre-

pared to assist in a pro bono capacity.”
Passion for Change has been 

developing Communicators for Men-
tal Health in partnership with Greater 
Cleveland mental health and addic-
tion organizations. Its earlier Phase I 
included representatives from Center 
for Families & Children, MHS (now 
Frontline Service), May Dugan Center, 
NAMI Greater Cleveland, Recovery 
Resources, Spectrum of Supportive 
Services, and Suicide Prevention Edu-
cation Alliance (now LifeAct).

Volunteers in a variety of fields—
including public relations, marketing, 
social and electronic media, adver-
tising, website development and 
graphics and fine arts—will find per-
sonal satisfaction in giving back to the 
community. “It’s also an opportunity 
for them to put Greater Cleveland on 
the map in developing a national pro-
totype,” said Mongeon Quill.

Passion for Change’s mission is to 
be a catalyst in breaking the stigma of 
mental illness by shedding light, chal-
lenging misperception, and driving 
change through research, advocacy, 
and education.

For more information or to apply 
for the Communicators for Mental 
HealthSM Greater Cleveland Pilot 
Project, contact Marilyn Mongeon 
Quill at 216.496.3295 or info@pas-
sionforchange.org. Website: www.
passionforchange.org.
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BAY VILLAGE | FAIRVIEW PARK | LAKEWOOD | NORTH OLMSTED | NORTH RIDGEVILLE

Coffee in the 
Neighborhood
Meet & greet your neighborhood 
police officers
Thursday, February 9 * 8-10 a.m.
Free coffee and travel mug! 

O’Neill Healthcare Lakewood
13900 Detroit Ave., Lakewood
(216) 228-7650 | ONeillHC.com

Our Friend Dennis Petkac Has So Much To Live For!
by Tony Nanni

Our friend Dennis is a longtime 
Lakewood resident and owner of Ele-
ments Hair Studio on Madison Ave. He’s 
also dad, a husband, and a pretty damn 
good musician. Most of all Dennis is a 
kind, sweet, jovial, creative and gener-
ous dear friend to many who are lucky to 
know him and call him friend. He’s also 
THE best damn story-teller you’d ever 
want holding court at your party.

2016 was somewhat of an unpleas-
ant year for many and it hit Dennis, 
his wife Karen and son Olliver espe-
cially hard. Beginning some years ago, 
Dennis and his family have had to 
overcome several misfortunes which 
in recent years included some serious 
family health issues, an abrupt lease 
termination to his business Elements 
Hair Studio and a fire to a building 
under renovation which was to be the 
new Lakewood home to Elements Hair 
Studio. Through all these and other 
hardships, I and many who know Den-
nis have watched him take it all on and 
get right back up with few complaints. 
More striking than each episode of 
adversity has been seeing Dennis face 
it all down with few complaints and a 
casual, confident attitude of just know-
ing that somehow things are going 
to be even better. We could all learn 
something from this.

More recently Dennis, with his 
family at his side, has been very bravely 
facing down a tough and unfair fight 
with cancer. Tough as he is, the ill-
ness has left Dennis unable to work 
for nearly a year at the Lakewood busi-
ness he’s proudly owned and cultivated 
for more than 20 years. Watching in 
heartbreak, none of us who care about 
Dennis and his family can just wish 
away a cruel and horrible illness like 
cancer. Adding insult to injury is the 
cruel reality of the medical bills and 
all the other incidental family expenses 
which are quickly mounting in the 
wake of caring for Dennis.

Dennis Petkac, his wife Karen and son Olliver.

From personal experience many of 
us already know what a financial bur-
den this disease can quickly become. 
This is why Jenn & Mike Pae and I have 
teamed up to host a fundraiser benefit 
concert on January 29th at Mahall’s 
20 Lanes. This event is all ages, family 
friendly and open to the public. It will 
run from noon to 11 p.m. Admission 
is a $10 suggested donation per person. 
The concert performances will feature 
15 local bands donating their talents 
this afternoon and into the evening. 
This unique and varied talent line-up 
will include live performances for all 
tastes by the following bands and art-
ists:

Aaron Civil War and the Brave 
Girls

Balloon Knot
Becky Boyd & The Groove Train
Bipolar Bears
Cats on Holiday
City of Invention
Grovewood
Hammered
Jim Volk

KTO
Lisa Ellis/Dark Silos
Noon
Oldboy
Revolution Brass Band
Trepanning Trio
Something for just about every-

one, whether you want to just listen 
to good live music, get up on your feet 
and dance, or bang your heads! We 
just need you and your music-loving 
friends and family to show up and 
make it an event to remember! And do 
not forget about all the other great stuff 
about our dear Mahall’s 20 Lanes: tasty 
food, drinks, bowling, etc.

Adding to the entertainment, we 
will be holding raffles and auctions of 
generous donations from several local 
businesses as well as unique works cre-
ated by local artists which are valued in 
the thousands of dollars. At press time 
event sponsor donors included:

Achieve Fitness Studio, Alad-
din’s, Borderline Cafe, Campbell’s 
Sweet Factory, Cerny Shoes, Contan-
tino’s, Daystar Boutique, Deagan’s, 

Derek Hess Gallery, Forbici Salon, 
George Shuba Photography, Gray 
Dog Diner, Gina DeSantis Ceramics, 
Greek Village Grill, Joe Kleon Con-
cert Pics, Joe’s Deli, Kimberly Monaco 
Designs, Lucky’s Cafe, Namaste India 
Garden, Paisley Monkey, Party Light 
Basket, Pet’s General, Rebecca Havi-
land, Roman Fountain, Root Cafe, 
Spin Bike Shop, Susan Kelley, Sweet 
Designs, Taco Tonto’s, The Bottle 
House, Urban Bulk Foods, Vance 
Music Studios, and Yuzu.

So mark your calendars, load up 
your friends and family, stop at the 
ATM and show up for the party! In 
the meantime, please check out the 
Facebook pages and websites of our 
generous sponsors and give them your 
business and when you do please thank 
them for supporting the “So Much To 
Live For” benefit.

If you are a business owner and 
would also like to sponsor and sup-
port this cause, please contact Anthony 
Nanni, Jenn Karaffa Pae or Michael 
Pae via Facebook Messenger.

ALL performance, raffle and auc-
tion proceeds from this event will go to 
directly to benefit Dennis’ family!

St. James Anglican 
Catholic Church

1861 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. in Cleveland

Purification, 6:30 p.m. Mass, 
Thurs. Feb. 2, 2017

Please consult our website for additional 
information and services.

www.saintjamescleveland.com
216-431-3252
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Ask About Gift Certificates And Catering

Dear Valued Customers of 
India Garden and Namaste,

Thank you Lakewood for your support and 
patronage in making India Garden and 

Namaste India Garden your favorite 
Indian  Cuisine Restaurants in Northern Ohio.

INDIA GARDEN
Lunch Buffet $10.95
18405 Detroit Ave.

216-221-0676
Open Daily

Lunch 11am - 2:30pm
Sat. & Sun. 11:30am - 3:00pmSat. & Sun. 11:30am - 3:00pm

Dinner 5pm - 10pm

NAMASTE
INDIA GARDEN

Southern Indian Cuisine
14412 Detroit Ave.

216-221-4800
Hours: Monday - Closed

TTuesday - Sunday 
11:30am  -9:30pm

The Lakewood Observer 
Digital Subscription

Don’t miss the homegrown, hyper local news, events, opinions, 
photos and cartoons that impact and reflect our community.

Subscribe to the digital edition by sending a request to thelake-
woodobserver.digital@gmail.com with “SUBSCRIBE” in the subject 
line. There is NO COST to our readers. We simply ask that you consider 
our advertisers for your needs.

The Lakewood Observer remains committed to the continuation 
of the print edition available around town, the PDF edition online and 
respecting your inbox. Your email address will only be used to send the 
digital edition on publication dates. 

STNA Your Way: Creating Your Healthcare Future
by Joni M. Nowak RN/CCRN

What if you were offered a career 
choice that would permit you to begin 
working in the healthcare field in just 
two weeks? A jumpstart to a career that 
costs just $600 which will be manda-
torily, 100% reimbursed, by the first 
Facility that hires you; it’s a State law. 
STNA (State Tested Nursing Assistant) 
is that Program and there is one right 
here in Lakewood, OH!

Obtaining an STNA license is 
dependent on the successful com-
pletion of an Ohio Department of 
Health- approved Program and 
subsequent passing of the State 
Competency Exam. Once the pro-
gram is completed an STNA Registry 

card will be issued and the student 
is on their way to enjoying a bright 
and shiny new career in the health-
care field. The Lakewood Learning 
Center offers the STNA Your Way 
Program monthly; running day & 
evening classes.

The STNA Your Way Program 
Coordinator is Joni Nowak RN/
CCRN, a critical care nurse, in 
the State of Ohio 38 years. Joni has 
spent most of her career in Trauma 
but has worked in many Long Term 
Care (LTAC) Facilities along the way, 
affording her a first-hand look at the 
job of the STNA. Driven to train the 
highest quality STNA in the job mar-
ket today, she applied for her Program 

Coordinator (PC) status and opened 
‘STNA Your Way’ one of the most 
complete, convenient and affordable 
Programs in the area.

The medical community as a 
whole, remains grappling with a 
shortage of Primary Care Physi-
cians, Nurses & STNA’s. The shortage 
is being further strained by a dis-
proportionately aging population. 
Healthcare practitioners, including 
the STNA, are now mandated to meet 
certain core competencies to obtain 
jobs in the healthcare field. The 
Lakewood Learning Center opened 
its doors in 2012 as an American 
Heart Association Training Center. 
In March of 2015 we broadened our 
course curriculum to include the 
State Tested Nursing Assistant Pro-
gram. To date we have trained over 
75 STNA’s with a ‘pass’ rate of 87% 
on the written portion of the State 
Exam and a 96% on the skills portion 
of the State Exam… one of the high-
est cumulative ‘pass’ rates in the State 
of Ohio!  

The Lakewood Learning Cen-
ter has assisted in placing 100% of 
those, who want to be working, in 
healthcare jobs. These graduates 
are working in area Nursing Homes 
and Hospitals getting paid far above 
minimum wage, enjoying full-time 
hours/full-time benefits on a career 
path they can be proud of. STNA jobs 
are in high demand.  As Home Care 

Agencies continue to grow in popu-
larity, due to the high cost of caring 
for the elderly, the demand for well-
trained STNA’s is ever-increasing. 
As the nursing shortage reaches a 
critical level, the demand for RN’s 
and STNA’s to assist them, will con-
tinue to skyrocket. To that end, the 
Lakewood Learning Center is culti-
vating a quality Program; STNA your 
Way, to meet those needs.  

‘STNA Your Way’ is the most 
affordable Program around where 
timely State Competency Testing 
and job placement are guaranteed 
through the Program. So, if you 
know someone with an aptitude for 
caring, please send them our way! 
A big heart and an empathetic per-
sonality coupled with a two week 
accelerated course in providing care 
for the elderly are the only criteria 
necessary for a quality STNA job 
anywhere in the region.

Please visit us @ www.lakewood-
learningcenter.com.

13002 Madison Avenue
Joni M. Nowak RN/CCRN: Pro-

gram Coordinator: STNA Your Way

Meanwhile, for any budget, there 
are options for further reducing your 
dependence on limited and pollut-
ing fuel resources. Although NOPEC 
is Lakewood residents’ default sup-
plier, anyone who buys electricity can 
go shopping independently. The Public 
Utilities Commission of Ohio offers a 
listing of eligible suppliers at energy-
choice.ohio.gov including a handful 
of companies with 100% renewable 
products. Depending on income and 
electricity consumption, these can be 

surprisingly affordable.
For leaner budgets, it’s worth 

remembering that cutting back on 
energy use always means cutting back 
on energy costs, and using less of 
NOPEC’s 50% nonrenewable energy 
can also save money. The not-for-profit 
NOPEC is happy to help, too. As part 
of its mission to reduce communities’ 
utility bills, it promotes energy effi-
ciency steps which any household can 
benefit from. For a simple, graphic 
how-to visit www.nopecinfo.org/tip-
house/energy-saving-tips.

Renewable Energy Power-Up 
For Northeast Ohio
continued from page 3

work, and other audience participation 
activities

Program, Adult Concert, Febru-
ary 20 

Jacques Arcadelt, “Chansons” 
(1554)

J. S. Bach, “Sinfonias” (1723)
Paul Hindemith, Fugues from 

“Ludus Tonalis” (1942)
INTERMISSION
Norman Sherman, “National 

Anthem of the Moon” (2015)

Robert Marek, “Trio for Brass” 
(1959)

David Loeb, “Madrigaletti” (2016, 
world premiere)

Vaclav Nelhybel, “Trio for Brass” 
(1965)

Carol Jacobs is a retired librarian 
(Lakewood Public Library), archivist 
(The Cleveland Orchestra), and cura-
tor (Cowan Pottery Museum at Rocky 
River Public Library) who currently 
serves on the board of the Rocky River 
Chamber Music Society.

Rocky River Chamber Music Society Presents 

“Factory Seconds Brass Trio” 
In Two Concerts
continued from page 9
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Women, And Men, Of Lakewood Represented At 
Local And National Women’s Marches

Liz Sent (left) and Maya Sutliff (right) 
at the march in Cleveland.

With the Capitol Building in the background, marchers of all ages, genders, races, 
and ethnicities joined together to march for women’s rights.

These pink knitted hats were the hal-
mark of the marches this weekend.
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Even some of Lakewood’s littlest femi-
nists showed up to show their support 
for women’s rights down on Public 
Square here in Cleveland.
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Above: A Lakewood contingent in D.C.
Below: A sea of signage and pink hats.
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From left: Jill Milenski, Charlotte Milenski 
(age 13), Alaina Keirn-Swanson (age 13), 
& Heather Keirn-Swanson march in D.C.

Whole families came out to support 
women’s rights - three generations of 
marchers in the picture above. The  
unseasonably warm weather kept even 
the youngest marchers moving!
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Twilight’s Last Gleaming
by Mike Deneen

As I write this, we are less than 21 
hours until the Trump Regime takes 
over in Washington. As I posted on 
November 9, I fear that there will be 
dark and troubled times.

In recent weeks it has occurred 
to me that Lakewood is a preview of 
Trump’s Administration. There are 
many parallels between Team Trump 
and Team Summers. So perhaps we 
shouldn’t be too alarmed by Trump...
We have already seen many of his tac-
tics locally. As the Bible says, “There is 
nothing new under the Sun.” 

Here are some of the parallels I’ve 
noticed.

*Both Summers and Trump are 
members of the “Lucky Sperm Club,” 
comprised of heirs that inherited the 
family business from their parents.

*Despite acquiring their wealth via 
family, both have convinced voters that 
they are “smart businessmen.” 

*Both ran campaigns touting 
themselves as “successful businessmen” 

running against “career politicians.”
*Trump has feuded with the 

media, especially Meghan Kelly. 
Team Summers harassed LO’s Pub-
lisher in an effort to put the Observer 
out of business. They also pulled the 
Observer from City Hall until public 
outcry became too strong. Trump has 
pondered banning the media from the 
White House altogether. God help us 
after he is sworn in.

*Trump famously refuses to 
release his tax returns. Team Summers 
has fought release of information on 
the Hospital deal at every turn. There 
is much they still haven’t released. Both 
Trump and Summers loathe trans-
parency. (Rich guys don’t like to be 
questioned.)

*Team Summers sent the police to 
harass a critic. Just wait until Trump 
gets control of the FBI. 

*Both Summers and Trump love 
simple, empty slogans, such as “The 
Future of Health Care” and “Make 
America Great Again.” This sloganeer-

ing is a byproduct of their expensive 
MBA educations. 

*Both Trump and Summers have 
hijacked a political party for politi-
cal expediency. Lifelong Republican 
Summers pretends to be a Democrat. 
Longtime Democrat Trump joined 
the GOP Circus. In both cases, offi-
cials of those parties cynically enabled 
these men. That’s because many lead-
ers in both parties are Corporatists 
-- big business rules...social issues are 
“just for show.” Party leaders also crave 
power. Ryan and McConnell overcame 
their initial rejection and eventually 
embraced Trump. Marx, O’Leary, and 
Anderson did the same with Summers. 

*Both offer no specifics on their 
big plans. We still don’t know what 
Summers plans to do with the hospi-
tal site. Just like we have no idea who 
will pay for Trump’s Wall, or what the 
GOP will use to replace the Affordable 
Care Act.

*Both are corporatists that place the 
importance of business over citizens. 

Team Summers advocated eminent 
domain abuse for Issue 47. Trump has 
personally benefitted from eminent 
domain abuse in his businesses. 

*Both Trump and Summers are 
happy to divide the population for 
their own benefit. Team Summers has 
created Lakewood’s Civil War, which 
dates back to Issue 47. Trump joyously 
divides the nation by race, religion, 
gender, etc. 

I’m sure that many so-called 
“Lakewood Democrats” will take 
offense to this comparison. They will 
say “Summers is a nice guy, Donald is 
a pig!”

It’s true that their styles are differ-
ent. For example, Team Trump loves to 
be openly and loudly racist. Team Sum-
mers prefers softer “dog whistle bigotry” 
on issues such as pit bulls and basket-
ball hoops. However, once you peel back 
the stylistic differences, there isn’t that 
much difference between the two. 

I hope I’m wrong, but I fear for our 
future.
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Lakewood Living

15309 Madison Avenue • 216.226.8616

Carabel Beauty Salon & Store

Call for an appointment for best service.
Free Private Parking. Check with Id or cash

Let us help you reach 
your 2017 goals!
Better natural nails with the Naked Manicure, 
Salon Shaped Brows, and Better Hair Color.
Treat a January birthday girl to a gift certificate.

From The Archives Of The Lakewood Historical Society

Madison Avenue Streetcar Line
by Alyse Lamparyk

From 1917 to 1954, streetcars on 
the Madison Avenue line ran from 
downtown Cleveland to Spring Gar-
den Avenue in Lakewood. Here, a 
Cleveland Transit System electric 

snow sweeper clears the way at the 
end of the route after a heavy storm 
in 1951.

Photograph donated to the 
Lakewood Historical Society by 
Bruce Young.
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   LAKEWOOD 
PIZZA BAKE-OFF 

Hosted by the Kiwanis Club of Lakewood 

Vote for your favorites!  All you can eat! 
                                        (Sorry, no carry out containers allowed.) 

55” HD Smart TV Raffle at the Bake Off 
Thursday, January 26, 2017 

Lakewood High School  
5:00 – 8:00 

Adults  $10 ~ Children 6-12,  $5 ~ 5 and under FREE 
Please Patronize our Contestants ! 

 

14212 Detroit Ave. 

(216) 221-0030 

13715 Madison Ave. 

(216) 221 – 0440 

 

14871 Detroit Ave. 

(216)228.2200 

  

 

18100 Detroit Ave. 

   

 

Win a Samsung  
55”  

15320 Detroit Ave. 

(216) 

 226- 8888 

12401  

Detroit 

 Ave. 

Stuff The Subaru For My 
Best Friend’s Bowl
by Judy Towner

My Best Friend’s Bowl is a non-
profit pet food bank providing pet 
food to owners experiencing difficulty 
feeding their pet. We’ve been around 
since 2011, distributing food at the 
Lakewood Community Services Cen-
ter here in Lakewood.

On February 5th, 2017, or Super 
Bowl Sunday to sport fans, our dedicated 
volunteers will once again be out front 
at Lakewood High School, 14100 Frank-
lin Blvd. collecting donations from our 
supporters. Starting at 10 am and con-
cluding at 2 p.m. you can drop off your 
contribution. Enter and exit on Frank-
lin. Drive up and our helpers will unload 
your donation, get your information for 
a tax letter and you are on your way to 
your Super Bowl watch party.

We are looking for dry dog and 
cat food, canned cat food, cat litter and 
piddle pads (for our senior outreach 
program at the Westerly apartments). 
If you prefer to donate cash, we’ll 
gratefully accept that as well. Checks 
can be made out to our fiscal agent, 
The Lakewood Foundation, just put 
MBFB in the memo section. You can 
also donate on our facebook page at 
My Best Friend’s Bowl or our website 
http://mybestfriendsbowllakewood.
com/bowl/how-can-i-help/.

The annual “Stuff the Subaru” event is 
back in Lakewood!

You can stage a “mini food raising 
drive” at your office, yoga studio, gym, 
book club, salon or, well, you get the 
picture. If you need us to pick up your 
collection proceeds, please contact us 
at 216-482-0646.

If it is raining or snowing, we 
will still be there! We hope to see you. 
Watch for our cool new signs along 
Franklin. They were donated to us by a 
great friend of MBFB!!!

Judy Towner is the director of My 
Best Friend’s Bowl Pet Food Bank, and 
Lakewood Community Service Center.

lawn care  •  sodding & seeding 

flower beds & gardens 

fall clean up  

snow removal services

Contact us today to learn about 
our discounts on fall clean-up 

and snow removal services!

Like The Yardist Lawn & Garden  
Service LLC on Facebook and 

receive 10% off your first service!
*Offer not available with other discounts.

Member of Lakewood Chamber of Commerce

Adopt-A-Pet: Surprise Bear
by Mike Deneen

Meet Collar #152 Surprise Bear. 
This sweet girl is ready to be adopted 
out through the Lakewood Animal 
Shelter. Surprise was rescued back in 
September 2016 and has spent the past 
5 months in foster care. When Surprise 
was found, she just a tiny kitten, very 
timid and shy. After spending time in 
a loving foster home, she gained confi-
dence and is now very friendly, playful, 
and loves to spend time laying near her 
foster mom to keep her company. She 
gets along with other cats, has been 

This little sweetie is available for adop-
tion from the Lakewood Animal Shelter. 

spayed, and is approximately 7 months 
old. If interested in adopting Surprise 
Bear, please contact the Lakewood Ani-
mal Shelter at 216-529-5020 or message 
Citizen Committee for the Lakewood 
Animal Shelter on Facebook.

The Great Pizza Bake Off
by David Norton

LAKEWOOD PIZZA BAKE-OFF
Hosted by the Kiwanis Club of 

Lakewood
Vote for your favorites! All you can 

eat!
(Sorry, no carry-out containers 

allowed.)

55” HD Smart TV Raffle at the 
Bake Off

Thursday, January 26, 2017
Lakewood High School
5 – 8 p.m.
Ticket cost: Adults  $10 ~ Children 

6-12,  $5 ~ 5 and under FREE
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Lakewood Living

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

Lakewood’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Suites starting at $240/m. 
Community conference room, 

fitness center, full kitchen, 
basement storage,  
off-street parking,  

& all utilities included. 

Now leasing for  
March 2017 availability.  

13443 Detroit Rd, Lakewood

Contact Tim: 843.718.4102  •  Bratz@CLEturnkey.com

Run your business from a first class office space  
in a renovated 1910 neoclassical mansion!

LAKEWOOD’S 

Premier Entrepreneur Office Suites!

by Tara Quinn
This February I embark on my 

second trip with the Global Autism 
Project to Nicaragua. The Project 
sends 5-10 volunteers several times 
a year to underdeveloped areas in 
the world where they’ve established 
partnerships with developing centers 
focused on teaching children with 
autism. The goal is to provide con-
tinuous training to native therapists 
while respecting the culture, so they 
can provide therapy to children with 
autism in their city. The Project is 
committed to sustainability. I expe-
rienced first-hand their honesty and 
transparency.

I have worked with children with 
autism for 10 years, and obtained my 
BCaBA license last year. Summer 2015 
brought several painful shifts in my 
life. The kind where I’m stuck in bed 
in my Lakewood duplex with my two 
boxer pups at my side. My boss knew 
my pain, and suggested I apply to the 
Global Autism Project. I had heard 
about the Project through a coworker 
who went to India the previous year. 
I also knew that being accepted to the 
Project meant that I would need to 
raise $5000 for the nonprofit. But pain 
is beyond motivating so I sent in my 
information, had my 1 hour interview 
with the CEO and next thing I knew 
I was nonstop posting on Facebook 
explaining the nonprofit and asking 
for donations. Asking for help in some-
thing I had yet to experience but really 
believed in. Changing kids’ lives. It’s 
hard not to believe in that.

March 2016 I experienced the 
life-changing trip to Indonesia. I 
spent 2 weeks with 5 other women 
from the States and met the hardest 
working and most dedicated thera-
pists at HI-5 center in Jakarta. We 
listened, we suggested, we super-
vised, we went to the streets to spread 
the word, we danced, we made pro-
gram lists, we ate incredible food, we 
laughed, we tried to not complain 
about the heat, we learned about 
Hijabs and learned words in Bahasa, 
we became forever connected. I left 
Jakarta a better therapist than when 
I showed up. I learned how being of 
service is the greatest path to spiritual 

Fundraising For Autism

and personal growth. I experienced 
first-hand that in feeding others, 
we feed ourselves. The circular con-
cept that the more I give, the more I 
receive.

This summer, another painful 
‘stuck in bed in my Lakewood duplex 
with those boxers’ shift and I once 
again found myself applying to the 
Project. That painful motivation gets 
me every time. I feared it would be 
difficult to raise another $5000. I was 
afraid people wouldn’t give again and 
that my excessive social media posts 
had resulted in a wave of unfollows. 
But I strive to live a life of humbly 
walking through the uncomfortable-
ness. I knew the starting point would 
be to at least ask.

And like magic, you showed up. 
You showed up to yoga events at Edge-
water, and trivia night at the Root 
Cafe. You gave your time, and your 
talents and your money. The good-
ness of human beings continues to 
amaze me. You gave me the opportu-
nity to head to Centro de Invencion 
Edu-Therapeutico in Managua, Nica-
ragua. It is run by the only Board 
Certified Behavior Analyst in the 
country and the staff is eager to learn 
from the volunteers from the Global 
Autism Project. It is because of peo-
ple like you, who will never get to see 
directly the effects of their donations, 

that truly provide this opportunity 
to these kids. I am so grateful. If you 
are interested in donating, please 
visit https://www.crowdrise.com/
skillcorps-nicaragua-february-2017/
fundraiser/taraquinn

For more information on the 
Global Autism Project head to http://
globalautismproject.org/.

To follow Tara’s travels, @tara.
travel.

Tara Quinn is a Cleveland-ador-
ing, transparent and traveling resident 
of Lakewood. She strives to remain 
teachable and of service.

Tara (center) with therapists from HI-5 Center in Jakarta along with volunteers from 
the Global Autism Project.

Spring LECPTA Baby Bargain And Big Kid 
Bonanza Returning March 18th
by Kim Griffith

The Lakewood Early Childhood 
PTA (LECPTA) is once again planning 
its popular children’s resale of gently 
used children’s clothing (sizes new-
born to 10), furniture, toys and other 
items. The Baby Bargain Bonanza 
(BBB) is planned for Saturday, March 
18th at Garfield Middle School, which 
is located at 13114 Detroit Ave. in 
Lakewood. The sale is open to the pub-
lic and will run from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. Admission is $5 from 8:30 a.m. 
until 9:30 a.m. and just $1 from 9:30 

a.m. until 12:00 p.m.
There are many good deals to be 

found on lots of children’s gear. If it is 
needed for children, most likely, it can 
be found at the BBB! LECPTA will also 
be raffling off gift cards to local stores. 
Raffle tickets are one ticket for $1, six 
tickets for $5 or twenty tickets for $10. 
The tickets may be used to enter the 
raffle for just one gift card drawing, or 
split amongst the different gift cards. 
Winners do not need to be present to 
win. Raffle tickets can be purchased 
anytime by emailing bbb.lecpta@

gmail.com. This is a great resource to 
take advantage of if you cannot attend 
the BBB but would like to get in on the 
fun of the raffle!

In addition to great deals on cloth-
ing and raffles, there will be a bake sale 
featuring homemade goodies as well as 
drinks, bagels, donuts and coffee avail-
able for purchase. There is sure to be a 
yummy treat for everyone at the bake 
sale!

All this sounds great, right? But 
what if you are thinking, “I already 
have a closet full of kids’ clothes and 

don’t have room for any more!”? Well, 
maybe it is time to consider being a 
seller at the BBB. Everyone is welcome 
to sell children’s items that are no lon-
ger needed. The items must be clean, 
free from recall and in good condition 
with all parts and pieces. If you are 
interested in becoming a seller, please 
visit www.lecpta.com for more infor-
mation or email bbb.lecpta@gmail.
com. There is an early bird sign up dis-
count available until February 18th and 
we will accept registration forms until 
tables sell out. Whether you choose to 
buy or sell, LECPTA looks forward to 
meeting you on March 18th!

Additionally – new this spring the 
LECPTA will be partnering with Savers 
Thrift Store to collect any unwanted 
clothing or household items that you 
may be purging with the new year. Sav-
ers will collect any size clothing items, 
shoes, linens, small appliances, elec-
tronics, sports equipment, toys, books, 
etc. and provide you with a receipt. 
A truck will be present on site at the 
sale from 9:30am-1:30pm. It’s a great 
way to donate your items, clear space 
in your home and help our non-profit 
organization raise some funds in the 
process.

Kim Griffith & Jen Demmitt are 
LECPTA Baby Bargain Bonanza Co-
Chairs.
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The Back Page

HEATING &       
COOLING

SERVING LAKEWOOD SINCE 1922

SALES  n  SERVICE  n  INSTALLATION

CALL US TODAY!

216-521-7000
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

$15 
off

$125 
off

any  
service call

any furnace 
or A/C  

installation

NAT-25536-1

Quality interior and exterior painting for over 15 years

216-287-7468/216-228-0138 office • www.allurepainting.net

OWNER ON SITE • FREE ESTIMATES
Now scheduling interior house painting!

This paper is written, produced, and 
delivered by residents of Lakewood.
Your Neighbors, Family, and Friends.

Isn’t it time you joined with us?

ank-you for making Rozi’s Wine House, Inc.
Northeast Ohio’s #1 Ranked Wine Store (Cleveland & Scene Magazines)

NOW OPEN!
Choose a select bottle (or glass)

of wine or draft beer from
from the Café Menu

OR
Browse Cleveland’s 

#1 #1 Rated Wine Store and
choose any bottle of wine or

beer from the shelves and take
it back to the porch to enjoy.

14900 Detroit Ave. • 216.221.1119

www.rozis.com
WE SHIP WORLDWIDE

New Gift Catalog 
now-online and in the store. 
Holiday Season is 
quickly approaching.
Be sure to check out 
our new award winning Gift Basket Selctions

Hours
Mon. - urs.
7:30am - 7pm

Fri. Sat.
7:30am - 9pm

Sunday
1212am - 5pm

Café service ends 
15 minutes prior to closing.

*Offer ends 4/30/2017. Minimum service term, equipment, installation, fees, taxes, and other restrictions may apply. See coxbusiness.com. 
For J.D. Power award information visit jdpower.com. © 2017 Cox Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.

CALL (844) 774-2400  OR  
VISIT COXBUSINESS.COM TO SWITCH TODAY

We work with you to provide the
right technology for your business.
That type of service has earned us 
high marks from our customers. 
Switch today for maximum 
Internet download speed options 
up to 10 Gigs. 

It’s all backed by our responsive, 
24/7 business-class customer support .

Ranked “Highest in Customer 
 Satisfaction with Very Small Business  
 Wireline Service”

for the fi rst 12 months with a 2 or 3-year agreement

$6999
mo*15 Mbps 

Internet

Visit Sicily Without  
Leaving Home

SINCE 1990  •  26 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

Fresh Authentic Italian Cuisine
Pizza • Pasta • Sandwiches • Salads • Wings

www.nunziospizza.net

NOW SERVING 3 LOCATIONS!
Lakewood • Fairview Park   

Rocky River

17615 Detroit Ave.  •  216-228-2900

OPEN:
Monday - Saturday

4pm - 3:30am
Deliveries until 3:15am

Sunday
2pm - 1:30am

Deliveries until 1:15am
Available Items: Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms, Onion, Green & Red Peppers, Anchovies, 

Ham, Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black, Olives, Hot Peppers, Ground Meat, Pineapple, Jalapeño 
Peppers  SPECIAL TOPPINGS: Artichoke Hearts, Tomato, Broccoli, Chicken

Small
6 cut - 9”

 $7.00
 $7.50
 $8.00
 $8.50
 $9.00
 $9.50
 $0.50
 $1.50

Medium
8 cut - 12”

 $8.50
 $9.25
 $10.00
 $10.75
 $11.50
 $12.25
 $0.75
 $2.00

Large
12 cut - 16”

 $11.00
 $12.00
 $13.00
 $14.00
 $15.00
 $16.00
 $1.00
 $2.50

Party Tray
Half Sheet

$12.00
$13.50
$15.00
$16.50
$18.00
$19.50
$1.50
$3.50

Plain
1 Item
2 Items
3 Items
4 Items
Deluxe
Extra Items
Ext. Cheese/Spec. Topp

PIZZA

U.S. COMMERCE ASSOCIATION 
BEST OF CLEVELAND FOR 2 CONSECUTIVE YEARS

2009 & 2010


