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“They who can give up essential liberty to obtain a little temporary safety 
deserve neither liberty nor safety.” Benjamin Franklin

Lakewood Chamber Of Commerce 
Announces 2017 Award Recipients
by Valerie Mechenbier

The Lakewood Chamber 
of Commerce has announced 
the recipients of their 2017 
Outstanding New Member, 
Business Person of the Year, 
and Small Business of the Year 
awards.

Ms. Amy Collins, co-
owner and co-founder of 
Lakewood Dish Dash, a busi-
ness that organizes restaurant 
& specialty food shop walk-
ing tours in Lakewood, has 
been selected as the Lakewood 
Chamber of Commerce Out-
standing New Member for 

2017. Ms. Collins has served 
on the Taste of Lakewood 
committee as the Chamber’s 
restaurant liaison for the past 
several years and has been 
instrumental in securing food 
vendors for the event. In 2016 
Amy joined the Holiday Bid & 
Buy Online Auction commit-
tee and helped obtain a record 
number of donated items for 
the Chamber’s annual online 
event that features Lakewood 
businesses and promotes buy-
ing local during the holiday 
season. The Taste of Lakewood 
and the Holiday Bid & Buy 

Bullock Announces Run For 
Re-Election To Continue Positive 
Changes Seen In Lakewood Today
by Ryan Puente

July 5, 2017 - Noting that 
Lakewood is “a great commu-
nity that’s only getting better,” 
Councilperson Tom Bullock 
said today he is running for 
re-election to continue the 
positive changes seen in the 
city today.

“It’s been an honor to 
serve Lakewood on Council 
since 2008. In that time, our 
community has experienced 
many wonderful changes. 
Lakewood is not just on the 
right track—we’re flour-
ishing!” said Bullock. “I’m 
running for City Council to 
keep this momentum going, 
to keep these positives changes 
going, and to make Lakewood 
the best we can be.”

Bullock said the aspect of 
the job he finds most reward-
ing is to listen to residents’ 

Meghan F. George 
For Lakewood City 
Council At-Large
by Meghan George

I am a candidate for 
Lakewood City Council 
At Large, and as a lifelong 
Lakewood resident, I know 
that safety is and always will 
be Lakewood residents’ most 
important concern. There-
fore I am pleased to announce 
the endorsement of my can-
didacy by the Fraternal Order 
of Police Lodge 25, represent-
ing Lakewood Police Officers. 
I believe our safety forces 
need to be provided the tools 
and training to allow them to 
perform their jobs to the best 
of their ability and I strongly 
support fully funding these 
departments.

I believe that my unique 
background and experience 
can bring a new positive, 
transparent and indepen-
dent energy to the City of 
Lakewood. We need elected 
officials who understand 
Lakewood values and who will 
listen to Lakewood residents’ 
concerns. As a third generation 
resident and Wyandotte Ave-
nue home owner, I feel I can 
bring fresh, new perspectives 
to City Council. I attended St. 
Luke (K-8) grade school and 
then went on to Lakewood 
High School. I obtained a 
degree from Ohio State Uni-
versity and a teaching license 
from Cleveland State where 

The Bullock Family.

Meghan F. George

I am currently pursuing my 
Master’s Degree. In my cur-
rent role, I serve as an Account 
Executive at a large Cleveland 
based company where I am 
responsible for a large book of 
business. As my business pro-
fession has taken me to various 
cities throughout the country I 
have become more appreciative 
of all the amenities Lakewood 
provides its residents. We are 
very fortunate to live in a place 
that values libraries, parks and 
recreation and that is seen 
through the various funding 
projects such as the enhance-
ment of the library a few years 
ago and the more recent Sol-
stice Steps at Lakewood Park.

Although we have seen 

ideas for improving the city 
and bringing them forward to 
City Council for formal con-
sideration.

“Many of the wonder-
ful improvements we’ve seen 
started with a conversation 
among neighbors at Root Café 
or with a citizen speaking to 

me at a Council meeting,” said 
Bullock. “Lakewood is blessed 
with talented residents who 
share their know-how, and our 
entire community has ben-
efited from this partnership.”

Bullock said that by part-
nering with residents, he has 

continued on page 11

continued on page 10

LREF Celebrates Purple & Gold On 
August 19: Gala Tix On Sale
by Robin Suttell

Get ready to honor, sup-
port and celebrate Lakewood 
City School’s unique stu-
dent programming -- and the 
fundraising entity behind it -- 
Lakewood Rangers Education 
Foundation -- on Saturday, 
August 19. 

Put on your favorite 
cocktail attire and join LREF, 

alumni, civic and business 
leaders and other engaged 
Lakewood residents at an 
elegant, and fun, evening in 
support of the opportuni-
ties that support Lakewood’s 
world-class public education at 
the Purple & Gold Gala, 7 p.m., 
at Lakewood High School.

Attendees also will cel-
ebrate the completion of the 

school district’s impressive 
construction program and be 
among the first to tour the high 
school’s new performing arts 
and physical education wing. 
They’ll also enjoy an open bar, 
international cuisine, silent 
and live auctions. The live 
auction will feature WTAM’s 
Mike Snyder as emcee and auc-
continued on page 15

Online Auction are the Cham-
ber’s two largest community 
events and two most impor-

continued on page 4

First Federal of Lakewood Pres. 
& CEO, Thomas Fraser 

tant fundraisers, and Amy 
Collins has actively worked to 
grow both to record numbers. 
The Outstanding New Mem-
ber award was presented to 
Amy by the Chamber’s 2016 
Outstanding New Member, 
Mr. Frank Scalish, owner of 
Scalish Construction. 

Mr. Thomas Fraser, Pres-
ident & CEO of First Federal 
Lakewood, is the Lakewood 
Chamber of Commerce 
2017 Business Person of the 
Year. Tom is a recognized 

leader and active advocate 
for Lakewood. Both person-
ally and professionally, he 
is strongly invested in his 
hometown. As President of 
First Federal Lakewood, a 
corporate citizen since 1935 
and one of the city’s largest 
employers, Tom recognizes 
the importance of the bank’s 
leadership and support of 
the Lakewood community 
and has developed relation-
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West End Tavern presents:

18514 Detroit Avenue, 
Lakewood, OH  44107
phone: 216-521-7684 

fax: 216-521-9518 

“Sunday Brunch”
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

A 20-Year Lakewood Tradition
Eggs Benedict • Eggs Sardoux • 

Stuffed French Toast • Pot Roast Hash
Omelets • Fritatas • and more!

featuring our famous
"Mega Mimosas"

“Saturday
Bloody Mary Bar”

Create Your Own - 11 a.m.

Serving Breakfast/Lunch
featuring our famous 

Gourmet Meatloaf Stack and 
Savory Pot Roast

Voted Best Hamburger 
On The Northcoast!

From The Deck

ank-you for making Rozi’s Wine House, Inc.
Northeast Ohio’s #1 Ranked Wine Store (Cleveland & Scene Magazines)

NOW OPEN!
Choose a select bottle (or glass)

of wine or draft beer from
from the Café Menu

OR
Browse Cleveland’s 

#1 #1 Rated Wine Store and
choose any bottle of wine or

beer from the shelves and take
it back to the porch to enjoy.

14900 Detroit Ave. • 216.221.1119

www.rozis.com
WE SHIP WORLDWIDE

New Gift Catalog 
now-online and in the store. 
Holiday Season is 
quickly approaching.
Be sure to check out 
our new award winning Gift Basket Selctions

Hours
Mon. - urs.
7:30am - 7pm

Fri. Sat.
7:30am - 9pm

Sunday
1212am - 5pm

Café service ends 
15 minutes prior to closing.

Topic  Author  # Responses Views Last Responder
public right...city record? D.Anderson 81 8026 Mark Kindt
Dem Club June 29,  mjkuhns 17 391   P.Watula
    guest Mayor Mike Summers
Eagle Update - Jim O’Bryan 0  103 
Look Who Spearheaded Brian Essi 6 726   O’Bryan  
    ER Campaign That Misled Vulnerable Seniors
Hospital Site Development dl meckes 23 1729 Allen
Kevin Butler-Mystery Man L. Allen  17  2514 Allen
     Behind Fitz!’s Fake Newspaper
Fun Facts About Lakewood Jim O’Bryan 29 2076 O’Bryan
Warehouse Fire Closes Franklin Last Night 4 693 meckes
Civic Leaders Looking For Skeltons 4 577 Allen
Bad Opioids On The Streets! ALERT  6  1228 Harkness
THEY ARE BACK! Jim O’Bryan  3  436 
Free Outdoor Shakespeare Pedaci  2 273 Pedaci
   in Lakewood Park - June 24 and July 29 
Tom Bullock Michael Deneen  4 981 Deneen
    Launches Comedy Career
Where Did A Post Go - Missing? 6 606 O’Bryan

HOT OFF THE DECK!

The Lakewood Observer Digital Subscription
Don’t miss the homegrown, hyper local news, events, opinions, 

photos and cartoons that impact and reflect our community.
Subscribe to the digital edition by sending a request to thelake-

woodobserver.digital@gmail.com with “SUBSCRIBE” in the subject 
line. There is NO COST to our readers. We simply ask that you consider 
our advertisers for your needs.
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From The Statehouse

1381 Bunts Road
(216) 228-7650
ONeillHC.com

Independent and Assisted Living 
Open House  

Saturday, July 8
 Noon-1:30 p.m.
Come for a tour 

and enjoy a 
complimentary 

lunch or dessert!

Currently 
leasing -
limited 

availability

Rep. Antonio Says “No” To 

State Budget That Ignores Hard-Working 
Ohioans While Prioritizing The Wealthiest 1%
by Nickie Antonio

This week in Columbus, State Rep-
resentative Nickie Antonio voted “no” 
on House Bill 49, the state’s biennial 
budget. Amid a more than $1 billion 
financial shortfall, Ohio’s legislative 
Republicans passed their state budget, 
leaving Gov. John Kasich less than 48 
hours to review it before the start of the 
new fiscal year.

“This budget is chock-full of the 
same old recycled and ill-conceived tax 
shifting policies that we’ve seen time 
after time. In fact, we’ve seen these 
policies proposed in the last 3 budgets 

from this administration,” said Rep. 
Nickie J. Antonio. 

To shore up the state’s deterio-
rating financial outlook, Republican 
lawmakers raided numerous special 
funds, ended local grant programs, 
delayed payment of certain bills and 
counted on a glowing economic fore-
cast the next two years – though Ohio 
spent the last 54 months trailing the 
nation’s job growth.

Republicans also propped up the 
state’s ledger by taking $35 million in 
local community funding used to fight 
opioid addiction.

“Ohio is at the epicenter of this 
crisis, leading the nation in opioid 
and heroin overdoses and deaths. By 
shifting money away from our local 
communities, we will only allow those 
numbers to further increase. Local law 
enforcement cannot be expected to 
respond to the opioid epidemic if we 
take away the meager resources they 
have today and then expect a successful 
outcome tomorrow,” said Represen-
tative Antonio. “I fear this measure 
within the budget will only create a 
more disastrous outcome in commu-
nities across Ohio, and taking away 

local government funds will ultimately 
result in forcing tax increases or cut-
ting back our law enforcement during 
this critical time.”

Another devastating part of the 
budget includes the Republican ini-
tiative to lock working people out of 
expanded Medicaid healthcare cover-
age. If federal approval is granted for 
the Medicaid lockout, the state esti-
mates at least 700,000 people would 
lose healthcare.

 “Quite frankly, this budget passed 
by Republicans will restrict access to 
healthcare for veterans, single mothers, 
and other hard working low-income 
people. We know that restricting 
access to care has never made anyone 
safer, healthier or more financially sta-
ble, and it won’t start now. We cannot 
cut ourselves to prosperity,” said Rep. 
Antonio.

During the months-long budget 
process, House Democratic lawmak-
ers called on Republicans to come 
together on economic and tax reforms 
that would put $200 million in real 
money against opioid addiction while 
walking back six years of tax-shifting 
that has seen Ohio trail the nation in 
job creation and shift to poverty-wage 
jobs. Democrats also said the state 
could better attract new businesses and 
good-paying jobs by rebuilding local 
communities and prioritizing educa-
tion funding for every student to earn 
the skills they need to compete.

As this crippling budget heads to 
Governor Kasich’s desk for his signa-
ture by July 1, Representative Antonio 
is urging the governor to do what is 
right for Ohioans by vetoing the Med-
icaid expansion freeze and the shifting 
of Local Government Funds to the 
state.

Senator Michael Skindell Comments 
On State Budget Vote
by Tony DiMenna

Last week, State Senator Michael 
J. Skindell (D-Lakewood) voted “No” 
on Amended Substitute House Bill 49, 
known as the state’s biennial operat-
ing budget. Among many concerns, 
Senator Skindell cited the disinvest-
ment in people and communities and 
the continuation of tax loopholes for 
corporations and the wealthy as areas 
where the bill fell short.

“The evidence is clear that there 
is no Ohio miracle but rather an Ohio 
calamity,” said Senator Skindell. “The 
LLC tax loophole created in 2013 and 
expanded in 2015 has created a massive 
fiscal hole. This year alone, the budget 
hole stands at $840 million dollars, and 
is apparently growing. Ohio’s finances 
are shrinking. The current imbalance 
is comparable to the imbalance we 
faced earlier this decade, largely caused 
by the 2005 tax giveaway.”

 During the budget debate, Sena-
tor Skindell advocated for greater state 
investment in need-based financial 
aid for college students, quality child-
care programs, K-12 education, public 
transportation and senior programs 
like Meals-On-Wheels. Senator Skin-
dell noted that past disinvestment in 
higher education has made Ohio one 
of the most costly places for students 
to go to college. He also expressed 
concern that many schools in the 23rd 
Senate District would experience a cut 
in state funding under the budget bill.

Continuing cuts and diversions 
from local government funding also 
prevented Senator Skindell from sup-
porting House Bill 49.

“Recent state budgets have not 
provided the Local Government Fund 
with the stable and predictable funding 
source they need to be able to provide 
critical services to their communities,” 

said Senator Skindell. “State action 
has resulted in extraordinary cuts to 
the revenues collected by our coun-
ties, cities, and townships. Meanwhile, 
the ability of county and city officials 
to pay for services with locally raised 
taxes have been hampered.

“In the simplest of terms, the bud-
get we are asked to vote on today offers 
short-sighted, short-term solutions for 
long-term problems, such as the lack 
of meaningful investment in working 
families, lack of meaningful invest-
ment in our communities, and lack 
of meaningful investment to increase 
the opportunities of all Ohioans. Once 
more, the wealthy and big business will 
fare far better than working families 
under this budget.”

The bill will now move to Con-
ference Committee to reconcile the 
differences between the House and the 
Senate.
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City

TROY BRATZ
Real Estate Agent

TroyBratz@KW.com
TroyBratz.KW.com
216.702.2196

Let’s find you a new home!
Follow me on social media for tips on how to 
navigate through the buying & selling process.

Lakewood Resident

Facebook: facebook.com/TroyBratzKW
Twitter: @TroyBratzKW

Prime Office Space
For Rent

14900 Detroit Rd

300 sq Ft - 1,200 sq Ft
Utilities Included!

216.221.1119 
CALL Today!

The Lakewood Division Of Aging Is Throwing

The Party Of The Summer: The Annual Senior Picnic
by Barry Wemyss

The sun is shining, the weather 
is warm, the lake breezes are fresh. 
That means that it is party-time for 
the Lakewood Division of Aging. On 
Friday, July 21st at 10 a.m. we will 
rendezvous at the lovely Kiwanis 
Pavilion at Lakewood Park. In addi-
tion to a scrumptious box lunch, we 
will  be gathering for games, fellow-
ship with friends, and some great 
summertime music, provided by a 
DJ, complements of Troy Entertain-
ment. While there, you will have 
plenty of time to stretch your legs on 
the paved walking paths. Walk along 
the lake shoreline path to see a beau-

tiful view of the fabulous Cleveland 
skyline. Make your way over to see 
one of Lakewood’s newest attrac-
tions: the Solstice Seps. You will be 
impressed. You can bask in the sun, 
or simply enjoy a cool drink while 

relaxing in the shade. Whatever your 
preferences, you will find it at the 
Senior Picnic.

Please call the Division of Aging 
Activities Office at 216-529-5005 with 
questions or to make your reserva-

tion.  The suggested donation for this 
fun day in the park is $4. Transporta-
tion is available for Lakewood seniors 
who have need of it. Don’t be a party 
pooper; we look forward to seeing you 
at the park. 

ships with many local organizations 
that make Lakewood a unique and 
thriving city. As President of First 
Federal Lakewood, Tom is also a 
strong proponent of the value that 
local businesses have in the com-
munity. From working directly with 
other business owners on commu-
nity building activities to providing 
resources and access to bank pro-
fessionals, Tom ensures that First 
Federal Lakewood is an active partner 
in the Lakewood business commu-
nity and is a key player in helping our 
business community thrive. Under 
Tom’s leadership, the bank that he 
used to walk past on his way to St. 
Edward High School has grown to 
be the largest depositor-owned com-
munity bank headquartered in Ohio 
with assets of $1.6 billion. The Busi-
ness Person of the Year award was 
presented to Tom by the Chamber’s 
2016 Business Person of the Year, Ms. 
Lucinda Einhouse, President of Beck 
Center for the Arts.

GV Art + Design has been 
named the 2017 Lakewood Cham-
ber of Commerce Small Business of 
the Year in the inaugural year of the 
award. GV Art + Design is a creative 
boutique specializing in original 
artwork and design including print 
and web design, logos, photography, 
original one-of-a-kind Etch A Sketch 
art and apparel. From day one GV 
Art + Design Apparel has been get-
ting local and National attention: 
from SportsCenter, TNT, MLB Net-
work and Jimmy Kimmel, to the 
front pages of Yahoo, ESPN, NBA.
com and Sports Illustrated. In 2009,  
they started the “Cleveland That I 
Love” campaign which has become 
more than just apparel but a state-
ment of Cleveland pride. Through 
their work with professional athletes 
and teams throughout the country, 
GV Apparel is now featured in pro-
fessional team shops and carried in 
dozens of stores throughout North-
east Ohio. In August of 2014 they 
opened up a retail studio on Detroit 
Avenue, in 2015 they opened a second 
store in Downtown Willoughby, and 
in 2016 the GV team purchased the 
former Rose & Sons Antiques build-
ing in Lakewood, opening their new 
store and studio space in February of 
2017. GV Art + Design has become 
a regional destination for the hot-
test Cleveland apparel and artwork, 
drawing visits from top Cleveland 
athletes and celebrities. They have 
attracted a loyal social media follow-
ing (over 44,000 on Instagram alone) 
– GV fans who anxiously await the 
next t-shirt design, often released 
within hours of memorable moments 
in Cleveland sports.

The Lakewood Chamber of Com-
merce presented these awards and 
honored their Past Presidents and 

long-term members at their Annual 
Awards Luncheon on June 23rd at Vosh 
Lakewood. 

About the Lakewood Chamber of 
Commerce

Serving the greater Lakewood 
community for over 100 years, the 
Lakewood Chamber of Commerce is 
the leading membership organization 
for the advocacy and advancement 
of business interests. Comprised of 
more than 325 member businesses 
and individuals, the Lakewood Cham-
ber of Commerce has a long history 
of advocating on behalf of businesses 
owners by providing group purchasing 
programs for products and services, 
advocating for changes in legislation or 
regulation, offering affordable market-
ing & promotional opportunities, and 
providing educational seminars, net-
working events, and monthly meetings 
for small businesses to connect with 
and learn from each other. (www.lake-
woodchamber.org)

LCC 2017 Award Recipients
continued from page 1

Serving Lakewood
For Over 20 Years

That’s What All The People Say

HEATING•COOLING
Air Conditioners
Furnaces, Boilers
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compiled by Elaine Rosenberger

Calendar Of Events

Thursday, July 6
Author Event - “What is a Schizophrenic Supposed to Look Like?” 
by Lori Rochat

Lori Rochat describes how she overcame difficult life challenges as a person with schizo-
phrenia, and she shares her experiences with others who face similar challenges. Books will 
be available for sale and signing at the event.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Friday, July 7
Front Porch Concert Series

Bring a lawn chair or blanket and enjoy fantastic music with friends and neighbors in the 
heart of Downtown Lakewood. Tonight we welcome Carlos Jones.

Main Library Front Porch 

Saturday, July 8
Film - “Interstellar” (2014) directed by Christopher Nolan

In the not-so-distant future, nature is waging war on humanity. Cooper (Matthew 
McConaughey), a former NASA pilot and engineer, is guided to a top-secret, underground 
NASA facility where Professor Brand (Michael Caine), a renowned physicist, has been work-
ing to find a new planet capable of sustaining human life.

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Sunday, July 9
Concert - Jody, John, and George

Every couple of months, Jody Getz, John Lucic and George Lee each bring a new song for 
their trio to learn. Recently, Lee chose a 1960s Jimi Hendrix rock song, Lucic chose a Bull 
Moose Jackson big band novelty tune and Getz chose a slick CeeLo Green pop song. Part 
rock, blues, folk, standard, jazz, original and pop music, it’s difficult to say what kind of 
music they play, but it sure is a lot of fun.

2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Monday, July 10
Documentary - “One Way Astronaut” (2014) 
Directed by Peter Tetteroo and Kai Dieho 

Stephan, Sara, Henri and Beatriz are four people who, like tens of thousands of applicants 
from all over the world, answered an advertisement for people who’d like to visit Mars. 
There’s only one catch: this mission is one-way only. The documentary portrays aspiring 
astronauts from around the world and the billionaire founder of Mars One, Bas Lansdorp.

6:30 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Tuesday, July 11
Author Event - “A Void the Size of the World” by Rachele Alpine
Presented by Beck Center for the Arts

Rhylee didn’t mean to kiss her sister’s boyfriend. At least, not the first time. But it doesn’t 
matter, because her sister, Abby, caught them together, ran into the dark woods behind their 
house…and never came home. How do you face the guilt of wishing a person gone…when 
they actually disappear? Books will be available for sale and signing at the event.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Wednesday, July 12
Talk - “Mars Missions and Discoveries”
Presentation by Jim Simek

Beginning in the late twentieth century, probes sent from Earth have allowed us to learn 
a great deal about Mars, including its geology and potential for supporting human life. In 
this presentation, Jim Simek, a building management specialist at NASA, will cover past 
missions to Mars, including landers, as well as satellites orbiting Mars, rovers and new dis-
coveries.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Thursday, July 13
Author Event “Sun, Sand, Murder” by John Keyse-Walker

As a Special Constable, Teddy Creque is the only police presence on the remote, sun-
drenched island of Anegada. When Teddy receives a call about a dead man on the beach, 
he is shocked to discover biologist Paul Kelliher has been killed by a single shot to the head. 
And when he tries to inform Kelliher’s nearest kin, Teddy makes an even more surprising 
discovery: there’s no record that Paul Kelliher ever existed. Books will be available for sale 
and signing at the event.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Friday, July 14
Front Porch Concert Series

Bring a lawn chair or blanket and enjoy fantastic music with friends and neighbors in the 
heart of Downtown Lakewood. Tonight we welcome Cats on Holiday.

Main Library Front Porch

Saturday, July 15
Film - “Easy Virtue” (2008) directed by Stephan Elliott
Presented by Barbara Steffek-Hill

The son of an English landed gentry family, John Whittaker (Ben Barnes) delivers shock 
waves when he brings home his American car racing bride Larita (Jessica Biel). Larita incurs 
the wrath of drama queen mother-in-law Veronica Whittaker (Kristin Scott Thomas). The 
only one in Larita’s corner is father-in-law Mr. Whittaker (Colin Firth), a veteran tormented 
by his service in the Great War. Barbara Steffek-Hill presents a series of classic and contem-
porary films from her personal favorites.

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

compiled by Eric Knapp

Children & Youth Events

Saturday, July 8
Tail Waggin’ Tutors
For school-age children

Bone up on your reading skills by reading to a dog. Drop in for a one-to-one 
session with one of our dogs and owners that have been certified through Therapy Dogs 
International.

11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. in the Main Library First Floor Multipurpose Room.

Tuesday, July 11
Afternoon at the Movies: “The Aristocats”
For the whole family

Movies shown on the Library’s big screen. Free and open to the public. Remember: No 
food or drink in the Library. No registration required.

1:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium.

Friday, July 14
Magical Menagerie Jr. Video Game Creation
For youth entering first through third grade

Learn to use Scratch as we make a cool fantasy video game. Registration required.

2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. in the Madison Branch Auditorium.

Friday, July 14
The Hullaballoon Show
For the whole family

This show is filled with silly magic, storytelling, comedy, music, audience 
participation and eye-popping balloon props. Free and open to the public. No 
registration required.

3:00 p.m. in the Main Library First Floor Multipurpose Room.

Sunday, July 16
Lakewood LEGO® League
For youth in kindergarten through fifth grade (caregivers welcome)

Use LPL’s collection of Lego® Bricks and your own imagination to create fabulous new 
structures and designs each month. No registration, but numbered tickets will be given out 
first-come, first-served.

6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. in the Main Library Activity Room.

Tuesday, July 18
LEGO® Minions

For youth entering first through fourth grade
Build a Minion mosaic with Lego® Bricks4Kidz® style. Registration required.

3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. in the Main Library First Floor Multipurpose Room.

Tuesday, July 18
Afternoon at the Movies: “Chicken Little”
For the whole family

Movies shown on the Library’s big screen. Free and open to the public. Remember: No 
food or drink in the Library. No registration required.

1:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium.

Lakewood Public Library
Sunday, July 16
Concert - Chris Vance Quartet

Longtime Lakewood musician Chris Vance leads an all-star quartet as they play on exist-
ing melodies and rhythms with the goal of creating something new together. Using their 
unique interpretation of a wide selection of the jazz repertoire, as well as their own composi-
tions, Vance and other Cleveland greats will fill the afternoon with excitement.

2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Tuesday, July 18
Workshop – Genealogy

How far back would you like to trace your family tree? Genealogist Deborah Abbott 
will show you how to unlock the secrets held by census reports, military records, birth 
certificates and death notices in this hands-on workshop. Call (216) 226-8275, ext. 
127 to register.

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Learning Lab

Tuesday, July 18
Knit & Lit Book Club

Come share your passion for great literature and show off your knitting, crochet, counted 
cross-stitch, embroidery and quilting works-in-progress. Tonight we will discuss “Olive Kit-
teridge” by Elizabeth Strout.

7:00 p.m. Main Library Meeting Room

Wednesdays, July 19
Talk - “Exploring Mars” Part I
Presentation by Dr. Geoffrey Landis

In this two-part series, NASA scientist Dr. Geoffrey Landis will discuss the history of 
exploring Mars with telescopes, space probes and rovers, what we have learned about the 
red planet (and what we have yet to learn) and the possibilities of future human missions to 
explore and settle Mars.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium
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Lakewood Public Library

Visit Sicily Without  
Leaving Home

SINCE 1990  •  26 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

Fresh Authentic Italian Cuisine
Pizza • Pasta • Sandwiches • Salads • Wings

www.nunziospizza.net

NOW SERVING 3 LOCATIONS!
Lakewood • Fairview Park   

Rocky River

17615 Detroit Ave.  •  216-228-2900

OPEN:
Monday - Saturday

4pm - 3:30am
Deliveries until 3:15am

Sunday
2pm - 1:30am

Deliveries until 1:15am
Available Items: Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms, Onion, Green & Red Peppers, Anchovies, 

Ham, Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black, Olives, Hot Peppers, Ground Meat, Pineapple, Jalapeño 
Peppers  SPECIAL TOPPINGS: Artichoke Hearts, Tomato, Broccoli, Chicken

Small
6 cut - 9”

 $7.00
 $7.50
 $8.00
 $8.50
 $9.00
 $9.50
 $0.50
 $1.50

Medium
8 cut - 12”

 $8.50
 $9.25
 $10.00
 $10.75
 $11.50
 $12.25
 $0.75
 $2.00

Large
12 cut - 16”

 $11.00
 $12.00
 $13.00
 $14.00
 $15.00
 $16.00
 $1.00
 $2.50

Party Tray
Half Sheet

$12.00
$13.50
$15.00
$16.50
$18.00
$19.50
$1.50
$3.50

Plain
1 Item
2 Items
3 Items
4 Items
Deluxe
Extra Items
Ext. Cheese/Spec. Topp

PIZZA

U.S. COMMERCE ASSOCIATION 
BEST OF CLEVELAND FOR 2 CONSECUTIVE YEARS

2009 & 2010

Mars Adventures
by Hiam Jawhari

Scientists have always wondered 
about the possibility of life on other 
planets. However, to consider any 
planet habitable, three factors are nec-
essary: a temperature between zero 
and forty degrees Celsius, water, and 
oxygen. With the help of rovers and 
satellites, scientists now believe the 
red planet, Mars, may have the answer. 
Mars and Earth have approximately 
the same land mass. In addition, there 
are signs of ice on Mars. NASA is work-
ing hard to see if there is any chance of 
life on our red neighbor. 

Our Library will help you explore 
by providing a collection of movies 
- some funny and some serious - and 
speakers who will shed some light on 
this matter. On Saturday, July 8 at 6  
p.m. join us for the film “Interstellar” 
(2014). NASA asks Cooper (Matthew 
McConaughey) and other scientists 
to go on a mission into a wormhole to 
find a new home on another planet. 
Cooper has to choose between saving 
humanity and risking his family, or 
staying behind. On Monday, July 10 at 
6:30 p.m. we will show the documen-
tary “One Way Astronaut” (2014). Four 
people are willing to go to Mars on a 
one-way trip and never return to see 
their loved ones.

On Wednesday, July 12 at 7 p.m. 
Jim Simek will present “Mars Mission 
and Discoveries.” Simek joined NASA 
in 1977 and served in the U.S Air Force 
as a Radio Maintenance Technician. 

Simek will help us learn more about 
the geology and possibility of living on 
the red planet, Mars. On Wednesdays, 
July19 and 26 at 7 p.m., Dr. Geoffrey 
Landis will present “Exploring Mars.” 
Landis is a scientist from the NASA 
Glenn Research Center who works on 
developing advanced technologies for 
exploring space. He was a member of 
the Rover team on the Mars pathfinder 
mission.

On Saturday, July 22 at 6 p.m. the 
Library will show the film “Conquest of 
Space” (1955). In this film, an Ameri-
can-led team of International astronauts 
leave their space station on the first mis-
sion to Mars. On Monday, July 24 at 
6:30 p.m. we will show Sam Klemke’s 
“Time Machine” (2015). In 1977, Sam 
Klemke began obsessively document-
ing his entire life on film. That same 
year, NASA launched the Voyager Space 

Craft into deep space. Voyager was car-
rying the “Golden Record,” a portrait 
of humanity that would attempt to 
explain humanity were it to meet any 
extraterrestrials along the way. This 
film presents Sam’s journey and NASA’s 
“Golden Record” side by side, offer-
ing a glimpse of one man’s life and one 
nation’s self-reflection. 

All of the above programs take 
place in the Main Library Auditorium.

Drug And Alcohol Abuse Is 
Killing Americans
by Amy Kloss

Ohio is in the midst of a deadly 
epidemic. Overdoses are the leading 
cause of death for Americans under 
50, and Ohio leads the nation in opioid 
overdose deaths. Are we doing enough 
to stop it?

Dr. Jamile Wakim Fleming, a 
physician at the Cleveland Clinic and 
professor at Case Western Reserve 
University, is doing her part to educate 
people about the dangers of drugs and 
alcohol. Join her in the Main Library 
Auditorium on Thursday, July 20 at 
7:00 p.m. as she presents her book, 
“How the Birds Stop Singing: Stories of 
Drug and Alcohol Abuse as Told to a 
Doctor.”

Dr. Fleming, whose career has 
focused on the prevention and treat-
ment of illnesses that affect the liver, 

is passionate about keeping teens from 
using any form of addictive substance. 
She has seen an alarming increase in 
liver issues among young people, and 
says that 30 percent of cases on her 
floor at the Cleveland Clinic are alco-
hol or drug abuse related.

“How the Birds Stop Singing” 
grew out of her desire to educate people 
about the devastating effects of drugs 
and alcohol. She and her co-authors 
interviewed survivors of drug addic-

tion about what drew them to use drugs 
or alcohol and the negative effects these 
substances had on their lives. In addi-
tion to personal stories, the book gives 
detailed information about the effects 
of drugs on the human body.

Join Dr. Wakim Fleming at the 
Lakewood Public Library on July 20 
to hear her stories and advice on rein-
ing in our deadly epidemic. Books will 
be available for sale and signing at the 
event.

The Wonderful World 
Of Bubbles
by Marge Foley

What do you get if you remove 
the Crocs from your feet, dip the shoes 
in a bucket of soapy water, and blow? 
You get bubbles! If this idea has never 
occurred to you, you are not alone. 
But it has occurred to The Bubble 
Lady, Sue Durante. Sue searches her 
home for everyday household items 
that become the tools for producing 
remarkable frothy creations. A piece 
of rope, a mesh strawberry basket, and 
the plastic holder from a 6 pack of soda 
are among the numerous objects that 
enable The Bubble Lady to construct 
magnificent balloons of soap. Come 

to the Library and be amazed as you 
witness her inflating tiny bubbles, long 
bubbles, giant bubbles, and a remark-
able square bubble. The feat that is sure 
to draw the most enthusiastic response 
involves a small wading pool filled with 
a special concoction of soap, water, and 
glycerin and a hula hoop with a handle. 
The audience will marvel as the hoop is 
raised and volunteers are enveloped in 
a giant, glistening bubble.

The Lakewood Public Library 
will host “The Wonderful World of 
Bubbles” on Friday, June 30, 2017 at 3  
p.m. in the Main Library Multipurpose 
Room.

Library Fun For Minecraft Fans
by Nicka Petruccio

Is your child a Minecraft fan? 
I bet they are. Minecraft is a crazy-
creative cube world where adventure 
abounds, architecture arises, and the 
only limit is your own imagination. 
A gameworld randomized for every 
player and fully customizable. It looks 
simple but Minecraft can become 
fairly complex for those brave enough 
to plumb its depths. If the youngsters 
in your family are total blockheads, 
have explored every crevice of the 
Overworld, the Nether and the End, 
confronted the Ender Dragon and 
lived to tell about it, if they’re true 

Minecraft Explorers then come join 
us for six weeks of Minecraft themed 
crafts, games and other activities.

Minecraft Explorers is for kids 
entering 3rd through 5th grade and 
will be held Thursdays from July 13 
to August 17, 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. in 
the Lakewood Public Library Multi-
purpose room. Registration is required 
and space is limited so please call the 
Lakewood Public Library Children’s & 
Youth Services Area at (216) 226-8275 
ext. 140 to sign up.

Nicka Petruccio is a librarian at the 
Lakewood Public Library in the Chil-
dren & Youth Services Department.

For Ages 4 And Up

The Green Golly Project’s “Green 
Golly And Her Golden Flute”
by Julie Strunk
Friday, July 7, 2017 
3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Main Library Multipurpose Room

The mission of The Green Golly 
Project is to encourage children, par-
ents and teachers to study and practice 
music as an empowering and vital 
building block in the development 
of a child’s intellect. The Green Golly 
Project’s illustrated storybook, “Green 
Golly and Her Golden Flute” by Keith 
Torgan was published in fall 2013 and 
received the Parents’ Choice Gold 
Award and the Family Choice Award.

This live performance introduces 
the Green Golly and her friends in a 
masterful production of the award-
winning book. The performance is a 
gateway through which children can 
enter into the magical world of the 
Green Golly and experience classical 

music and the flute. Enjoy this per-
formance featuring Keith Torgan and 
flutist and co-founder of The Green 
Golly Project, Barbara Siesel. To learn 
more about The Green Golly Project, 
visit www.greengolly.com.

The Green Golly Project will bring sto-
ries to life at Lakewood Public Library 
on Friday, July 7 from 3:30-4:30 p.m. in 
the Main Library Multipurpose Room.
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Schools

Moving Back To Lakewood Meant 
Moving Back To Great Schools!
by April Crone

My husband and I live at the 
West End of Lakewood with our 
three children -- a daughter at 
Lakewood High School, a son at 
Harding Middle School, and a 
daughter at Horace Mann Ele-

mentary School. Our two older 
children started out at Lakewood 
City Schools but we soon moved 
to Tiffin, Ohio for my husband’s 
job. We missed the wonderful com-
munity spirit Lakewood has to 
offer, and we especially missed the 

schools! Moving back has been a joy 
and so important to our family. 

For us, the teachers make all 
the difference. Lakewood’s teachers 
at every level have a deep com-
mitment to the success of their 
students. They get to know each 

student, determine their strengths 
and weaknesses, and find the best 
ways to motivate them and help 
them succeed. Lakewood’s teach-
ers take things to the next level, and 
our children have learned so much 
through their careful, thoughtful 
instruction. 

Our youngest daughter started 
Lakewood City Schools in the first 
grade, and her teacher made the 
transition very easy, especially the 
social aspect of starting in a new 
school. Our son started in middle 
school, where his teachers commit-
ted their own time before and after 
school to hold many social clubs 
-- chess, Minecraft, photography, 
H2O -- that made it easy for him 
to make new friends. Our eldest 
daughter has taken full advantage 
of the excellent music programs at 
the high school, and it has meant 
the world to her that she doesn’t 
have to be an athlete to feel that she 
is a valued member of the student 
body. 

The past year and a half has 
been a challenge for our family, as I 
have faced numerous treatments for 
an aggressive form of breast cancer. 
With my husband still commuting 
to his job in Tiffin and me going 
through treatment, it has been 
so important to us that our chil-
dren feel safe and secure at school. 
Teachers and administrators have 
been sensitive to their social and 
academic needs and have helped 
our children to excel academically 
during this diff icult time. 

We are so grateful for all that 
the Lakewood City Schools have to 
offer. They are a vital part of what 
makes Lakewood such a vibrant 
community. We are excited to see 
how our children will continue to 
succeed, and we thank Lakewood’s 
teachers for all they do for our kids! 

Sincerely,
April Crone

District Hires Two New Admins
by Christine Gordillo

The Lakewood Board of Educa-
tion at its May 19 meeting approved the 
hiring of two new administrators, who 
will both begin their positions on Aug. 
1, 2017. Swanton (Ohio) Local School 
District Superintendent Jeffrey Schlade 
has been named the new Director of 
Human Resources and Oberlin City 
Schools Director of Pupil Services 
Elizabeth Rogel has been named a 
Coordinator of Student Services.

Schlade will replace Deb Cahoon, 
who is retiring. Rogel will take the 
position held by Elizabeth Kimmel, 
who has accepted a position with 

Jeff Schlade

Liz Rogel

another school district to lead its Stu-
dent Services department.

Schlade comes to Lakewood with 
extensive and varied experience as a 
school administrator. Prior to leading 
the 1,300-student Swanton district for 
the past five years, he spent 15 years in 
the Napoleon Area City School District, 
where he was Assistant Principal then 
Principal at Napoleon High School. 
He began his educational career as a 
teacher of marketing education in the 
Massillon City School District.

Schlade was one of 28 superin-
tendents selected to participate in 
the Buckeye Associations of School 
Administrators’ Ohio School Leader-
ship Institute in the 2014-2015 school 
year. Schlade earned his bachelor’s 
degree in Marketing Education from 
Bowling Green State University and his 
master’s in Educational Administra-
tion from Ashland University.

“I’m looking forward to the chal-
lenge of picking up where Dr. Cahoon 
leaves off; continuing to recruit and 
attract world-class talent to Lakewood’s 
world-class school district,” Schlade said. 
“It is our employee groups, our people, 
that make everything we do possible.”

Rogel brings a wealth of special 
education experience to her new coor-
dinator role. For the past decade she 
has directed Oberlin’s special educa-
tion programs and also served as the 
district’s Facility Civic Engagement 
Coordinator, Transition Coordinator 

and District Wellness Champion.
Before going to Oberlin, Rogel 

was a Special Education Supervisor 
for Strongsville City Schools, oversee-
ing grades 6-12. She has also worked 
as a special education teacher for 
Cleveland Metropolitan School Dis-
trict, Cleveland Heights/University 
Heights School District and the Posi-
tive Education Program. Rogel earned 
her bachelor’s degree from Ohio State 
University and her master’s in Special 
Education from Kent State University.

“I am thrilled to be joining an excel-
lent team of educators in Lakewood 
Schools.  I look forward to getting to 
know the students, families, and staff in 
the upcoming year,” Rogel said.

The performing Arts and Physical Education wing of Lakewood High School is nearly finished! Great work Lakewood!Come to 
Lakewood High School August 20, 2017 and check out what we have built as a community dedicated to education.
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Ask About Gift Certificates And Catering

Dear Valued Customers of 
India Garden and Namaste,

Thank you Lakewood for your support and 
patronage in making India Garden and 

Namaste India Garden your favorite 
Indian  Cuisine Restaurants in Northern Ohio.

INDIA GARDEN
Lunch Buffet $10.95
18405 Detroit Ave.

216-221-0676
Open Daily

Lunch 11am - 2:30pm
Sat. & Sun. 11:30am - 3:00pmSat. & Sun. 11:30am - 3:00pm

Dinner 5pm - 10pm

NAMASTE
INDIA GARDEN

Southern Indian Cuisine
14412 Detroit Ave.

216-221-4800
Hours: Monday - Closed

TTuesday - Sunday 
11:30am  -9:30pm

Schools

Custom Imprinted Apparel 
Corporate Logowear 

Spiritwear 

St. James Anglican 
Catholic Church

1861 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. in Cleveland

Sung Mass 10:30 a.m. Sundays
Consult our website for additional 

information and services
www.saintjamescleveland.com

216-431-3252

Caution: Road Work Ahead
by Kathryn Callentine

Anyone who has driven in North-
east Ohio knows the ever-altering 
encounters between potholes and 
orange barrels. Yes, Clevelanders, 
sometimes we weave through both at 
the same time! Driving along, this was 
the picture that formed in my head 
as a woman on the radio advised me, 
“You can prepare the road for your 
child or you can prepare your child 
for the road.” It was a beautiful day in 
the Metroparks and my personal road 
looked smooth and clear. All I had to 
worry about was a few bicyclists. Even 
the deer were behaving. Still, I reflected 
on the proverbial message and thought, 
“Which way is the ‘right’ way to go?”

As a parent, an educator, and a 
mature adult (meaning I’m not that 
young anymore!), I have struggled to 
balance out these options. I have also 
witnessed a rising struggle among 
other parents to do the same, result-
ing in precarious and at times scary 
results. Honestly, it concerns me.

At a very young age, my own son 
displayed symptoms of anxiety and 
depression. His behaviors might have 
been confusing or unrecognizable to 
most parents. However, with my pro-
fessional background and personal 
mental health history, I held prior 
knowledge. Some of the things my 
husband and I were seeing included 
an inability to make decisions, an 
unwillingness to be separated from us 
including going to school, and a sad-

ness that sometimes looked more like 
downright crankiness. As parents, it 
was heartbreaking.

This kind of experience includ-
ing emotional and school issues may 
set mothers and fathers on opposing 
sides. This in turn results in marital 
and overall family stress. The majority 
of the time this is how it goes:

Moms tend to line up on one side 
and say, “Ok, let’s clear this road and 
open a straight express lane for my 
kid to get from point ‘A’ to point ‘Z’.” 
Meanwhile, Dads often move to the 
opposite side and proclaim, “Hey, life is 
tough. So, let’s get this kid prepared to 
handle whatever life is going to throw 
at him. No excuses!”

And…, let the fighting begin!
In reality, both approaches are 

needed, but success lies in when and 
how to do each. In our family’s case, we 
chose to prepare our child for the road. 
This included counseling at an early 
age which did not work (only years later 
did counseling prove beneficial) and 
holistic therapy through a chiropractor 
involving diet which yielded only mod-
erate results. That left us with seeking 
medical advice on the use of psycho-
tropics. I don’t know any parent who 
wouldn’t struggle with the decision to 
try medication. Our society has made 
amazing advances in understanding 
how the brain works, but we still have 
such a long way to go. Children’s bod-
ies are in a constant state of growing, so 
medication is, in my opinion, a matter 

of educated trial and error. However, 
that doesn’t mean that meds are bad. 
On the contrary! If a child has diabetes, 
it would be neglectful not to admin-
ister insulin as needed. In our case it 
took a referral from a pediatrician to a 
psychiatrist and within a year we had 
an effective dosage and plan. I would 
be remiss to say that was all we did to 
prepare our son. During this time and 
still to this day we have been active in 
our church and local community. We 
taught our son who and whose he is. 
We taught him how to pray and how 
to serve others even when he didn’t feel 
like it. This was a vital part of prepping 
our boy for the road ahead.

But, the journey was still bumpy 
and we found that along the way inter-
vention was necessary. Now it was 
time to look at the road. About three 
years into our adventure we chose to 
seek help through the Lakewood City 
Schools using something called a 504 
plan. A 504 plan does not include 
goals like an IEP (individual education 
plan), but it does provide accommoda-
tions. These accommodations smooth 
out the educational road and provide 
bridges for crossing deep crevices. For 
example, our son had social anxiety, so 
the 504 plan stated that a teacher would 
assign a peer or group to partner with 
on projects. This small thing made 
a big difference! In the end, it took a 
combination of approaches to achieve 
success. By success, I do not mean a 
certain GPA or tangible achievement. 
Oh, how we love our awards and tro-
phies in this country! I mean a child 
who knows himself, likes who he is 
becoming, and sees a bright future on 
the horizon.

So why am I concerned? As I men-
tioned earlier, it was heart wrenching 
to see our child suffer. As parents, we 
can get a little crazy when we see our 
children hurt or hurting. From my 
vantage, there are a growing number 
of adults today who mistakenly believe 
that society should be able to create 
and maintain smooth, yes even perfect, 
roads that never even produce a speed 
bump. Oh boy! That is just not realis-
tic and it is having dire consequences 
on today’s public servants and society’s 
youth.

Human and health service people 
today are facing a burden they were 
never equipped to endure. In fact, 
I would argue that they can’t meet 
these unrealistic expectations. Police 
are tasked with consequencing those 
who break the law. They aren’t being 
“mean.” They have a job to do. If they 
catch a kid vandalizing or stealing 
property, it’s the parent’s job to address 
the issue with the child, not blame law 
enforcement. Likewise, teachers have 
the duty to educate students on both 
academics and responsibility. Did 
you know that the number one rea-
son employers justify firing employees 
is worker tardiness and absenteeism? 
Even if that isn’t the fundamental rea-
son for termination, it is the easiest 
means. That’s why if students are tardy 
to school, consequences are essential to 
teaching the life skill of punctuality.

I have a personal saying. “Pay 
now or pay later.” We parents, teach-
ers and community members are 
partners in education. When children 
are younger, it’s often easier on adults 
to put off consequences. This usually 
occurs under the guise of kindness and 
could be why everyone gets a trophy 
today. However, in actuality, it simply 
gives birth to enablement in a negative 
way. Instead of becoming empowered, 
children come to expect an external 
locus of control to “feed” them suc-
cess. As adults, we know that life is full 
of detours, roadblocks and yes, some-
times accidents. So, when you don’t 
pay now the price goes up later. What 
do I mean by this? If you always suc-
ceed- pass the class, get the award, are 
told you are exceptional-- how are you 
prepared for failure?

You are not.
Nor do you have the skills to cope.
The price just went up.
I encourage parents and com-

munity to consider what it means to 
prepare today’s youth for the road 
ahead. We should not fear failure or 
pain, as it often results in shaping who 
we are and leads us to success. Winston 
Churchill said, “Success is not final, 
failure is not fatal; it is courage to con-
tinue that counts.” For most of us out 
there, being a parent is the most chal-
lenging thing we’ll ever do. Remember, 
with the right roadmap, anything is 
possible.
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Lakewood Is Art

Dance Classes for All Ages!

Beck Center Brings The “City Of Angels” To Lakewood
by Pat Miller

Beck Center for the Arts is pleased to 
present “City of Angels,” winner of 6 Tony 
Awards³ including Best Musical and Best 
Original Score. This acclaimed film noir 
musical runs July 7 through August 13, 
2017 in the Mackey Theater. Show times 
are 8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, and 3 
p.m. Sundays. Tickets are now on sale.

“City of Angels” features music by 
Cy Coleman, lyrics by David Zippel, and 
book by Larry Gelbart. With two plots 
running simultaneously, this ingenious 
musical skillfully weaves the real world 
and the “reel” world into one unforget-
table adventure. When Stine embarks 
to faithfully adapt his novel into a 
screenplay, he discovers the difficulty of 

maintaining his artistic integrity against 
Hollywood movie moguls. As the line 
separating fantasy from reality is blurred, 
Stine must find a way to produce a happy 
ending! Variety raves “a spoof with a seri-
ous side…looks like a dream and plays 
like a hoot, letting a knockout cast loose 
on knockabout comedy.”

Beck Center’s Artistic Director Scott 
Spence returns to direct an exceptionally 
talented cast of 32 actors. Jamie Koeth 
stars as Stine, a novelist turned screen-
writer. He is joined by Rob Albrecht as 
Stone, the private detective in Stine’s 
novel. “‘City of Angels’ was among my 
first Broadway experiences, and it set the 
bar high! There is something for every-
one…jazz, vocalese, classic film, mystery, 

and even screwball comedy,” remarked 
Spence. “I am excited for audiences to 
experience this musical, which does not 
come around enough.” Koeth and Sonia 
Perez appear courtesy of the Actors’ 
Equity Association (AEA). This pro-
duction is musically directed by Larry 
Goodpaster and choreographed by Mar-
tín Céspedes.

A Pre–Show Talk discussing the 
musical and its creation will take place 
with Bill Rudman, Artistic Director of 
The Musical Theater Project, at 2 p.m. 
on Sunday, July 23.

Tickets are $31 for adults, $27 for 
seniors (65 and older), and $12 for stu-
dents with a valid I.D. A $3 service fee 
per ticket will be applied at time of pur-

chase. Preview Night on Thursday, July 
6 is $10 with general admission seating. 
Group discounts are available for par-
ties of four or more. Purchase tickets 
online at beckcenter.org or call Cus-
tomer Service at 216.521.2540 x10. Beck 
Center for the Arts is located at 17801 
Detroit Avenue in Lakewood, just ten 
minutes west of downtown Cleveland. 
Free onsite parking is available.

This production of “City of Angels” 
is presented through special arrange-
ment with Tams–Whitmark Music 
Library, Inc. It is generously sponsored 
by the John P. Murphy Foundation, 
and the residents of Cuyahoga County 
through Cuyahoga Arts and Culture 
and the Ohio Arts Council.

Yikes: 

Reviews Of Recent Releases By Local Bands, Pt. 50
Obligatory Disclaimer: Record 

reviews are a tricky business. It’s one 
thing to enjoy music, but to, like, pick out 
what you like about it? That being said, 
if I review your thing and I didn’t like 
something, don’t feel too bad. My opin-
ion doesn’t matter all that much. 

Magic City - Magic City - Blow 
Blood Records - 4 songs - 7”, download

Magic City, along with The Rooby-
docks and Heavenly Queen, was one of 
my favorite new bands of 2016. This 
is their debut vinyl offering. “Free” 
is a great late-’70s style punk rocker 
with wah-wah’d out guitar and great 
energy. I know that’s reviewer-type 
garbage to say it has “great energy,” 
but it really does. I’m just stupid and 
can’t think of a better way to say that. 
“Oogha Boogha” is a somewhat slower 
hard rock tune– indie rock fans may 
listen to the drumming and go “hey, 
that sounds familiar.” Just kidding, 
indie rock fans probably won’t listen 
to this. “Kay” on the flip is another 
solid hard rock/punk song, followed 
by “Monster,” which features some 
great saxophone squawking as a bonus 
to the already solid song. Though all 
four songs on this are pretty good, I 
think “Monster” and “Free” are really 
the essential tracks. Lyrically, it might 
not be quite what you expect from the 
members of the band– there’s no aliens 
or babbling like you might expect 
when hearing that there’s a Darvocet 

by Buzz Kompier

and a Bad Noid in this band– but that’s 
because the vocalist (I assume she 
writes the lyrics, too, but I’m probably 
wrong) wasn’t in either of those bands, 
and in fact has never been in any band 
before. Nevertheless, Julia does a great 
job at doing her own thing. I really 
wish they’d re-press their cassette, or 
put it on LP or something, but this 7” is 
quite a fine substitute. 4.3/5

(blowbloodrecords.bigcartel.com 
for the tape, blowbloodrecords.band-
camp.com to download)

Perverts Again - My Accident - 
Total Punk Records - 2 songs - 7”

I think the wait for the new Per-
verts Again record has been entirely 
too long. So was it worth it? I’d say so. 
The two songs here, “My Accident” 
and “My Embarrassment,” are sort 
of thematically linked, as the titles 
imply, in that they’re both about situ-
ations you really wouldn’t wanna find 
yourself in. “My Accident” is about 
a visit to the doctor that goes wrong 
and “My Embarrassment” is about a 
visit to the car wash that goes wrong. 
Of the two, I’d pick “My Embar-
rassment” as the winner. The vocal 
delivery on the second verse is, quite 
frankly, outstanding. Musically, both 
tunes are the weird mid-tempo punk 
that you know and love from the kids 
who brought you Cruelster, and I 

think Perverts Again may be the only 
band who can use slowed down/sped 
up vocals and not have it annoy me. 
Word on the street is that the Pervs 
will have another LP out by the year’s 
end, so this’ll do quite well to tide you 
over ‘til then. This record is the kind 
of thing that makes you laugh uncom-
fortably. Recommended. 4.44/5

(sold out from floridasdying.com, 
try feelitrecordshop.com or an area 
record store)

The Roobydocks - Blow Blood 
Cassingle - Blow Blood Records - 2 
songs - Cassette, download

If you were worried that The 
Roobydocks used all their good songs 
on their “Reliant Robin” 7”, they’re 
back already to prove you very wrong. 
“Norbit” is, by my best guess, the ori-
gin story of The Roobydocks’ sibling 
band Bulsch– eat my words and eat my 
dust indeed. Though both tracks here 
are killer, it’s “Never Going Stop” that 
really wins me over. Special points for 
the monologue, which might be the 
funniest Roobydocks moment so far. 
“What on earth made you think I was 
going stop? Seriously…” Also, some-
thing about the musical backing at that 
part reminds me that the original con-
cept for this group was to be a country 
band. Not sure why I thought of that. 
The Roobydocks have proven them-

selves again to be one of my favorite 
bands going right now. The band (not 
sure if it’s just the main two again or the 
full band is on this one) is really tight 
(the production accentuates this, while 
still being lower-fi than the previous 
release, but still really good…ah, you’ll 
figure it out), and John might write the 
most misanthropic lyrics I’ve heard 
on a Cleveland record since the Flyin’ 
Trichecos LP (see, for example, “mak-
ing people hate me is the way I like to 
live”). Just with a lot less cocaine. As 
with their previous releases, if you like 
punk rock, this band is one that you 
should know and love. 4.8/5

(blowbloodrecords.bigcartel.com 
for the tape, blowbloodrecords.band-
camp.com to download)

Weed Whacker - Weed Whacker 
- self-released - 5 songs - Cassette, 
download

This is the debut release from Weed 
Whacker, Cleveland’s premier self-
described “yardcore” band. Personally, 
I would say that their music is a mix 
of hardcore and thrash more than just 
straight hardcore, but what do I know. 
Where does the “yard” part come in? 
Well, all their songs are about landscap-
ing. “It’s over, now you blow away. The 
whacker, something that don’t f*ing 
play.” And, “How can you think you’re 
a man, I noticed you don’t have a tan. 
He don’t even fish. I think he’s a b*tch.” 
continued on page 12
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Lakewood Cares

An Award Winning  
Lakewood Senior Community

12400 Madison Ave.  •  Lakewood, Ohio
216-226-7575  •  TTY 1-800-750-0750

www.fedormanorapartments.com

Make us your NEW  
home this Spring!

Seniors

Affordable Senior Housing Community

Join us viewing End Times videos that will help
us understand what is to come!

Fridays 7:00pm  •  Following vespers at 6:30pm

Italian and Classical American Cuisine

Making life simple...
Catering from  

Italian Creations

216-226-2282
16104 Hilliard Road • Lakewood

www.ItalianCreation.com

Restaurant, Catering, and Take-out

Lakewood Soccer Association:
Saturday Soccer Registration
by John Hueter

The registration deadline is com-
ing up soon for the fall season of 
Lakewood Soccer Association’s Satur-
day Soccer program.

The deadline is Monday, July 31st. 
Registration cost is $50 for the fall sea-
son. LSA still will take registrations 
after the July 31st deadline, but they are 
subject to a $20 late fee.

There are a few ways to sign up. 
Visit the “Saturday” page of LSA’s 
website, www.lakewood-soccer.com, 
and you can sign up with a credit card 

online. You also can print a registra-
tion form from the website and mail 
it to us, or you can stop at the Madi-
son branch of the Lakewood Public 
Library from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Satur-
day, July 15th and July 22nd to register 
in person. (Payments at the in-person 
registration must be made by check or 
cash.)

LSA’s eight-week season of games 
starts Saturday, August 26. Games 
are played at Memorial Field in the 
Metroparks on Saturday mornings at 
four time slots: 8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m., 11 
a.m. and noon. Schedules are posted 

on the website about a week before the 
season begins.

Registration is open to players 
age 4-14. Nearly 600 kids of all abil-
ity levels played on 45 co-ed teams, 
coached by parent volunteers, dur-
ing the fall season. LSA has run a 
recreational soccer program for 
more than 30 years.

For those who register for the 
fall season, team assignments will be 
emailed during the week of August 
14th. Team practices and league-wide 
foot-skills - U5 and U6 FUNdamentals 
and U7-U14 foot-skills will begin the 

week of August 21st.
If you have questions, please visit 

www.lakewood-soccer.com.

accomplished a lot over the his nearly 
ten years of service. His major areas of 
focus have been to:

- increase neighborhood qual-
ity through parks improvements, home 
remodeling, improved housing inspec-
tions, sidewalk repair, and stronger 
nuisance ordinances;

- improve storefronts and create 
vibrant commercial corridors through 
sidewalk dining, street festivals, addi-

tional benches, safer pedestrian crossings, 
and—increasingly—public art;

- increase street tree plantings, 
recycling, farmers markets, urban gar-
dening, cycling infrastructure, and 
championing sustainable practices at 
city hall; and

- maintain and improve fiscal 
strength by passing budgets that spend 
less than the City collects.

Bullock pointed to Lakewood’s 
red-hot housing market as a measure 
of the city’s positive momentum.

“Our housing market is among the 
most desired in the region,” he noted. 
“We’re attracting young families and 
retaining retiring residents. Lakewood 
is a community for everyone.”

In addition, Bullock notes, five-
year trends in Multiple Listing Service, 
a database used widely by the real estate 
industry, show very strong growth in 
sales and property values.

“The median price of a Lakewood 
one- or two-family home has increased 
50.9 percent from 2012 to 2017. That’s 
a growth rate a lot of investors would 
be envious of,” said Bullock. “On top of 
that, days on market has halved in the 
same period.”

What is the significance of these 
housing statistics? Bullock said there 
are at least two important conclusions 
to draw.

“We’ve turned the corner on 
perception and housing tastes going 
back a generation that viewed inner 
ring suburbs as starter-home com-
munities,” said Bullock. “Lakewood 
today is a highly-desired commu-
nity; people want to be here, live 
here, own a home here, retire here. 
It’s wonderful.”

The second important point is 
that Lakewood’s success is good for 
Lakewood families.

“Many families don’t own much in 
the way of stocks on Wall Street. Their 
home is their biggest investment,” 
noted Bullock. “Increasing Lakewood 
property values means that for many 
families, their economic future is get-
ting stronger.”

There are benefits for residents 
who rent, too, said Bullock.

“Housing quality is poised to 
improve in rental properties as well, 
since landlords will have an easier time 
getting financing to make improve-
ments,” he said.

Bullock, the most senior member 
of Council, has more than 20 years of 
professional experience in government 
and public service.

Bullock said he offers voters a 
proven record of neighborhood service, 
hard work, and openness to resident 
initiatives.

“In me, you know you will be get-
ting a dedicated public servant. You 
will find no one more committed, no 
one harder-working, and no one more 
determined to make Lakewood the 
best it can be,” said Bullock.

Bullock said he is as energized as 
ever to work for the community.

“If re-elected, I will work every 
day to improve city government, our 
neighborhoods, parks, and the com-
munity as a whole,” said Bullock.

This November, Lakewood vot-
ers will choose the occupants of all 
three Council at-Large seats and two 
Board of Education seats. The offices 
of mayor, four ward councilpersons, 
three other Board of Education seats, 
and municipal judge are not up for 
election until 2019.

THE TESTAMENT OF MARY 
By Colm Tóibín 

With Anne McEvoy 

Directed by Bernadette Clemens 

July 5-23 

 

A DOLL’S HOUSE 
By Henrik Ibsen 

Adapted by Thornton Wilder 

Directed by Christine McBurney 

August 9-27 

 

www.playhousesquare.org 

216.241.6000 

continued from page 1

Bullock Announces Run For 
Re-Election To Continue Positive 
Changes Seen In Lakewood Today
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L AKEWO O D •  N EW LY REN OVATED •  62 AN D O LD ER
1 & 2 BR Starting $605 Incl. Utilities

• Gross income limits apply: single occ. $28,020
   couple $31,980
•  $10/mo. fee for satellite TV         • Pet-friendly
• Walk-in Showers         • Non-smoking property  

visit our leasing office weekdays 9am - 4pm
14300 detroit ave., lakewood • 216-521-0053

westerlyapartments.com 

SENIOR LIVING

ADA apartments also available. Our independent 
senior campus includes amenities: service coordinator, 
live-in maintenance, on-site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic, 

Barton Senior Center with activites & food service.   

Lakewood Cares

 800.707.8922  |   hospicewr.org  |  /hospicewr

More time to share 
his favorite story.
Hospice care reduces stressful hospital visits, giving him more 
family time. When you’re considering hospice care, you have 
choices. Not all hospices are the same. If you or a loved one has 
been diagnosed with a chronic or serious illness and you need 
help, insist on Hospice of the Western Reserve. Your journey to 
compassionate care begins at hospicewr.org.

Carlos Jones Concert, Summer Meltdown 
Highlight Big Weekend In Downtown Lakewood
by Matt Bixenstine

If you’re seeking a fun-filled 
weekend of free community events in 
Downtown Lakewood, then you’ve 
come to the right place.

LakewoodAlive kicks off its 2017 
events season by hosting a “double-
header” during the weekend of July 7-8. 
Local reggae star Carlos Jones takes the 
stage at Lakewood Public Library at 7 
p.m. on Friday, July 7, to start the 2017 
Front Porch Concert Series. The fun 
continues on Saturday, July 8, when the 
Lakewood Summer Meltdown takes 
place from 4 to 10 p.m. in Downtown 
Lakewood.

The Front Porch Concert Series, 
sponsored by Bentley Wealth Man-
agement of Raymond James, features 
free, live music on the front porch 
of Lakewood Public Library (15425 
Detroit Avenue) in Downtown 

Lakewood from 7 to 9 p.m. for 11 con-
secutive Fridays. The series, which aims 
to provide a family-friendly summer 
entertainment option, runs through 
September 15.

Week 1 of the series brings to the 
stage Carlos Jones, a key figure within 
the Cleveland reggae scene for nearly 
40 years. Specializing in a brand of 
roots reggae first popularized by Bob 
Marley, he has toured extensively for 
decades, gaining a large and loyal fol-
lowing of reggae enthusiasts. Visit 
LakewoodAlive.org/FrontPorchCon-
certs to learn more.

The Summer Meltdown, spon-
sored by Melt Bar & Grilled, serves as 
one of the region’s most anticipated 
street parties, drawing attendees 
from across Northeast Ohio to the 
heart of our city. This celebration of 
summer takes place in Downtown 

Lakewood between Marlowe and 
Elmwood Avenues.

A “something for everyone” 
event, the Summer Meltdown offers 
seemingly endless recreation and cel-
ebration opportunities, including a 5K 
race, 1 Mile Kids Fun Run, bike raffle, 
street festival, beer garden, live music, 
food vendors, outdoor activities and 
more. Visit LakewoodAlive.org/Melt-
down to learn more.

“We’re thrilled to be able to offer 
this action-packed weekend, and 
grateful to the many incredible vol-
unteers and sponsors who help make 
our community events possible,” said 
Ian Andrews, Executive Director of 
LakewoodAlive. “Our Front Porch 
Concert Series and Lakewood Sum-
mer Meltdown both showcase a level 
of community vibrancy that’s quintes-
sential Lakewood.”

The Front Porch Concert Series is 
generously supported by the follow-
ing sponsors:
Title Sponsor:

Bentley Wealth Management of 
Raymond James
Encore Sponsors:

Cuyahoga Arts & Culture | 
Lakewood Public Library
Harmony Sponsors:

City of Lakewood | Cleveland 
Clinic Lakewood | Cox Communica-

tions | Lion and Blue | Vance Music 
Studios

The Lakewood Summer Melt-
down is generously supported by the 
following sponsors:
Title Sponsor:

Melt Bar and Grilled
Platinum Sponsor:

PrimeLending
Meltdown 5K Sponsor:

Cleveland Clinic Lakewood
Beer Garden & Gold Medal Sponsor:

First Federal Lakewood
Gold Medal Sponsors:

City of Lakewood | Beat Cycles 
| Cuyahoga Community College | 
Geiger’s | Lakewood City Schools 
Community Recreation and Education 
Department
1 Mile Kids Fun Run Sponsor:

Lakewood Family YMCA
Table Sponsor:

Eric Lowrey, Berkshire Hathaway/
Lucien Realty
Beer Garden Stage Sponsor:

The Ferry Cap and Set Screw 
Company
Silver Medal Sponsors:

Cox Communications | Lakewood 
Urgent Care | Peace Racing | West Side 
Skates
Bronze Medal Sponsors:

Ride + Workout  | 2nd Sole | The 
Lakewood Citizen | Window Universe

positive changes in the City, we are 
still faced with many challenges. As 
an older inner ring suburb we have 
unique needs and we need leaders 
who are creative in addressing them. 
These include public safety, infrastruc-
ture, housing and enhanced senior 
services. I am committed to ensuring 
the highest level of City services while 
exploring cost saving measures as we 
work through the closing of Lakewood 
Hospital.

We also need to enforce our build-
ing codes to be sure that the recent 
increase in housing values continues 
for generations to come. Most of the 
homes in our City are more than a 
hundred years old. We have different 
challenges than newer suburbs with 
newer homes so we must enforce the 
building codes already in place. Addi-
tionally, we also need to continue to 
attract new residents to Lakewood. 
With the 2020 census looming, we 
need to be sure that we stay above 
50,000 residents as that is the threshold 
for the level of funding we receive from 

the Federal Government. We have had 
great progress over the years in the 
Rockport Square Development and 
McKinley Place. If elected, I will con-
tinue to pursue new opportunities as 
well as opportunities that enhance our 
beautiful historical homes. We cannot 
forget that we are the “City of Homes” 
and that we must restore these unique 
beautiful structures whenever possible.

Over the past few years we have 
been faced with challenges that require 
new perspectives. I believe that my 
unique qualifications and back-
ground are what set me apart from the 
other candidates. I am committed to 
Lakewood past, present and future and 
will work hard to gain your support. 
Our community deserves top notch 
representatives and I want to carry on 
that Lakewood tradition of excellence 
and I ask for your vote this November 
to do so.

Learn more via Facebook at 
Meghan F. George for Lakewood City 
Council or visit my website at www.
meghangeorge.com.

continued from page 1

Meghan F. George For Lakewood 
City Council At-Large



Page 12 The Lakewood Observer Volume 13, Issue 13 July 5, 2017

 Celebrating Over 10 Years of Community Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com 

Expert Cabinet  
Refinishing

Neubert Painting gives you unlimited 
color and finishing options to create 
a whole new look for your kitchen — 
and at a fraction of the price of new 
cabinets. Refinishing cabinets is not 
just painting cabinets! Most painters 
paint cabinets with a brush and roller. 
Our expert painters prepare and refin-
ish your cabinets with high quality 
coatings that are used in cabinet 
manufacturing. Our sprayed finishes 
are able to give you a “factory finish 
look” at fantastic savings. 

   A F T E R

cAll now To schEdulE An EsTimATE: 216-529-0360 oR 800-545-1285 • nEubERTpAinTing.com

   b E F o R E

Business News

Healthmarkets 
Grand Opening!
by Carl Lishing

Choosing insurance is hard, we 
can help! Healthmarkets is now open 
in Lakewood at 16506 Detroit Ave.

Health insurance is complicated, 
we make it easy to understand. We 
serve Medicare beneficiaries and small 
business owners along with individuals 
& families that need to purchase their 
own health insurance.

Having the right health insur-
ance for your needs and budget is very 
important. We take the time to get to 
know each of our clients and help them 
build layers of protection that address 
their health, life, disability, and long-
term care insurance needs.

By representing hundreds of 
carriers, we can impartially shop 
plans and find the most appropriate 
solution based on each client’s needs 

and budget. The good news for con-
sumers is there is no charge for our 
service!

Come join Carl Lishing and 
Michael Fitzpatrick to celebrate the 
grand opening on Wednesday July 
12th from 3 p.m. until 7 p.m. The 
mayor and some Chamber of Com-
merce members will be present for 
a ribbon cutting ceremony at 4 p.m. 
Refreshments and snacks will be 
served!

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency is 
the dba of Insphere Insurance Solutions, 
Inc. which is licensed as an insurance 
agency in all 50 states, including the 
District of Columbia. Service and prod-
uct availability varies by state. Agent 
compensation based on enrollment. 
HMIA004389

Local Webshow Weirdos 
Open A New “Boo-tique”
by Janet Jawhari-Harmon

Creepy Cleveland natives Janet 
and James, AKA Janet Decay and 
Grimm Gorri have opened a curiosity/
resale shop on 13349 Madison Avenue 
called The Mummy And The Monkey’s 
Thrift Crypt. It is named after the cou-
ple’s successful webshow, The Mummy 
and The Monkey, in order to continue 
a local tradition that spans over fifty 
years! Influenced by Cleveland TV 
greats like: Ghoulardi, Superhost, Big 
Chuck & Lil’ John, as well as nationally 
syndicated shows such as: Elvira, and 
Mystery Science Theatre 3000, they 
strive to deliver wacky comedy bits and 
screen cheesy B-movies.

This Die-namic duo has haunted 
the scene at horror conventions as 
celebrity guests and performers. The 
Thrift Crypt shop reflects their love of 
strange and unusual gift items, from 
unique art, to retro toys, and every-
thing in between. Walking up to their 
front window you can see, on a mid-
century television, Cleveland nostalgia 
videos such as Big Chuck and Lil’ John, 
or Ghoulardi. Many have commented 
on their eye-popping window displays.

Our store window displays are always 
changing, like a demented Macy’s.

More info can be found on http://
www.TheMummyAndTheMonkey.
com

Usually open Wednesday through 
Saturday, call or message to verify.

Rhythm & Grace Did It Again
by Cree Criado

Uptown Lakewood’s very own 
ballroom and Latin dance studio did 
it again!

For the second consecutive year, 
Rhythm & Grace Ballroom Dance 
Studio won Top Ballroom Dance 
Studio for adults on Cleveland’s 
Hotlist! Up against over 25 other 
dance studios, students, friends and 
family, and the community voted 
Rhythm & Grace into the lead and 
they never lost it!  

According to Angel & Cree Criado, 
“It is always a joy when our family-
owned, one-instructor studio, comes 
out on top against some huge studios 

that have been around for years! We 
thank everyone who voted for us and 
we will continue to try and provide the 
same great services that earn us your 
support!” 

And according to the “tips” left by 
students on the Hotlist, great services 
are exactly what Angel & Cree offer.  
Hotlist tips mention everything from 
how beautiful the studio is, to the love 
and knowledge the Criados have, and 
ends with their genuine care for their 
students! 

If you haven’t checked Rhythm & 
Grace out, maybe you should! Heck, 
they are the BEST!!!!

Someone who knows more about metal 
and stuff than I do says that they need 
more guitar solos. Overall, a solid five 
tunes (five and a half if you wanna 
count “Intro” as its own track) add up to 
a solid demo. It’s not exactly my thing, 
but it’s not bad nonetheless. Bonus 
points to the group for allegedly record-
ing this on Mr. California’s 4-track and 
even more bonus points for the packag-
ing, which in addition to the box having 
fake grass glued to it also includes a lyric 

sheet styled to look like a weed whacker 
manual. That’s pretty cool. 3.3/5

(weedwhackercrew.bandcamp.
com to download, go see the band live 
or try an area store for a tape)

Are you a local-ish band? Do you 
have a record out? Email vaguelythreat-
ening@gmail.com or send it directly to 
Observer headquarters: The Lakewood 
Observer, c/o Buzz Kompier, 14900 
Detroit Avenue, Suite 205, Lakewood, 
OH 44107.

continued from page 9

Yikes: Reviews Of Recent Releases 
By Local Bands, Pt. 50

Roman Fountain is one of the most  
well-known and loved pizzeria in  
Lakewood, Ohio. Roman Fountain has  
been serving up pizza since the mid 1950's 
with award winning pizza, calzone,  
stromboli, subs, pasta, wings, and salads. 
 
Whether carryout or delivery, we provide 
your family with the freshest of toppings 
(over 25 to choose from) on our pizza. With 
dough and sauce made daily from our own 
recipe and freshly grated blend of mozzarella 
& provolone cheese, we provide a great pizza 
for you and your family  

At Roman Fountain you can find all your favorites:  

Call us at 216-221-6633 

Roman Fountain 
Pizza & Subs 

 Pizza 
 Calzones 
 Stromboli 
 Salads 
 Pasta 

 Subs 
 Wings 
 Appetizers 
 Desserts 
 Dinners 

To see our menu or coupons please go to  
www.romanfountain.com 

Or stop by at 
15603 Detroit Ave 

Near the corner of Lakeland Ave 
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Entertainment

You are invited to join us for a fun-filled afternoon of

Community

PRIZE BINGO!
Thursday, July 13

2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
3rd Floor Activities Room
Assisted Living Building

FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Hosted by

1381 Bunts Road | (216) 228-7650
ONeillHC.com

Movie Review Of “King Arthur”
by Bob Rittenhouse

The movie, “King Arthur: Leg-
end of the Sword” is a 2017 adventure 
re-imagining tales of the legendary 
British King Arthur of the late 400s to 
early 500s AD, who defended Britain 
against invading Saxons. While some 
of the legends and folklore stories of a 
King Arthur, in part, originate in an 
1100s AD literature, “History of the 
Kings of Britain” by Geoffrey of Mon-
mouth, this film is not a documentary 
of true events.

This 136 minute film, directed 
by Guy Ritchie (former husband of 
Madonna, Sherlock Holmes films, 
“Man from U.N.C.L.E.”) does not 
include some other legendary tradi-
tional elements such as King Arthur’s 
wife, Guinevere, the wizard, Merlin, 
the Knight Lancelot, and the Round 
Table Knights. The basic plot involves 
an evil treacherous brother, Vortigern, 
(Jude Law, Dr. Watson from “Sherlock 
Holmes” with Robert Downey Jr.) 
who covets his brother, King Uther 
Pendragon, (Eric Bana, The Finest 
Hours, Star Trek) King of Britain’s 
throne. King Pendragon had just won 
a battle against Mordred, an evil war-
lock and his armies sieging Camelot, 
who was attempting to allow imaging-
wielding wizards to control mankind. 
Vortigern tries to seize power.

In a movie lacking romance, evil 
Vortigern even kills his own wife to get 
sea witches to summon an evil demon, 
who kills Uther’s wife. The evil demon 
then slays King Uther Pendragon who 
is turned to stone to prevent Vortigern 
from getting his sword. Vortigern, the 
new king, rules his brother’s former 
kingdom with an iron fist. Meanwhile, 
in a story reminiscent of Moses aban-
doned in a basket on the Nile River, King 
Pendragon’s baby son, the future King 
Arthur, (Charlie Hunnan , “Lost City of 
Z,” TV’s “Sons of Anarchy”) was placed 
on a boat in a river, probably the Thames, 

and ended up in Londinium (London). 
He is rescued and raised by some ladies 
of the night, and eventually grows into 
a very strong man who helps to protect 
them. Through a series of adventures 
and trials, he outcompeted others of his 
age to easily pull out the magic sword, 
Excalibur, from a large stone indicating 
that he also now possesses unusual pow-
ers. However, this becomes a dangerous 
opportunity for him since he does not 
understand its power. He collapses due 
to being frightened of its powers.  In a 
dungeon, he is met by Vortigern, now the 
king, who is looking for the young man 
who could pull out the sword. Vortigern 
coveted Excalibur’s power to increase his 
power, but could not pull out the sword 
himself.

In the meantime, a woman assis-
tant to Merlin, who in another story is 
a wizard and advisor to King Arthur, 
appears.  She is called The Mage, 
(Astrid Berges-Frisbey, “Pirates of the 
Caribbean,” “Alaska”) which means a 
magician wizard.  She meets with Sir 
Bedivere, (Djimon Hounsou, “Fast 
and Furious” films) a former King 
Pendragon general and leader in the 
resistance to King Vortigern.  With The 
Mage’s help, two of Sir Bedivere’s men 
rescue young future King Arthur. They 
take him to their hideout, and again, 
when he touches the sword, Excalibur, 
he refuses to help the resistance and col-
lapses. Through The Mage, young King 
Arthur is taken to the “Blacklands” 
where it is revealed that Merlin has 
wiped out the tower of the evil warlock, 
Mordred. It is also shown that the now 
evil King Vortigern has persuaded Mor-
dred to turn against mankind.

The young Arthur begins with 
the resistance to attack King Vortigern 
forces. In a series of reverse defeats, the 
capture of The Mage, and other events, 
evil King Vortigern succeeds in turning 
the tables his way. Young Arthur, feel-
ing beaten and incompetent, throws 

the sword, Excalibur into a lake. Luck-
ily, the Lady of the Lake returns the 
sword to Arthur, and shows the future 
misery of the kingdom’s people if Vor-
tigern continues as king. 

At one point, Arthur is nearly 
forced to surrender himself and Excal-
ibur in trade for The Mage’s life. When 
released,The Mage creates a giant snake 
which kills many of Vortigern’s men. 
Vortigern kills his own daughter to 
become a new fierce demon knight. In 
a battle with this new evil super demon, 
Arthur almost loses, but a vision about 
his father’s death helps his victory. In 
the end of the movie, one of the scenes 
shows a partially built Round Table 

which may indicate more future King 
Arthur films. 

This movie is a reflection of leg-
ends of the early part of King Arthur’s 
life. As with many civilizations, cul-
tures, institutions, corporations, and 
individuals including ourselves, the 
folklores, legends, mythologies, and 
embellishments are often so much 
mixed in with facts and truths, it is 
hard to know where lies, partial truths, 
unbiased facts, and truth occur. A 
June 2017 National Geographic maga-
zine article, “Why We Lie,” discussed 
these complex ever present issues. 
This movie is recommended for older 
youth and on up.

Comedy At Barrio With Bill Squire

The crowd looks on from the outddoor patio at a recent comedy night.

17810 Detroit Ave., Lakewood, OH 44107 • (440)241-4070
Primary Hours: Saturday 12-4, Sunday 1-4
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Painting
Gutter Cleaning $80-$85
Drywall, Plastering
Electrical/Plumbing

Window Repair
Porch/Steps Repair
Garage Door RepairGarage Door Repair
Deck/Home Pressure

Washing

Forum

 

Gordon Tower Insurance Agency 
Your Friendly Neighborhood Agents! INA Building 3rd Floor suite 362  

in Lakewood 

UBER  DRIVER? WE GOT YOU 
COVERED! CALL  US  

                     216/663-7777 

Transportation Networking Companies, like Uber & Lyft       have                         scary gaps in their insurance 
coverage. We now have Ridesharing Gap Coverage to cover you! There are 3 distinct time periods. Period 1 ,2 & 
3. Period 1 is when your App is On but No Ride Accepted yet. Personal Auto policies don’t cover Period 1.  Uber 
& Lyft don’t cover Period 1.  Very Scary! We cover Period 1 – call today! Pictured: Our Gordon Tower Insurance 
Client Dave’s beautiful Classic 1981 Corvette! Uber driver?? NOT! lol! 

Bravo Zulu To Mr. Collingwood And Ms. Sikes
by Bob Soltys

Tom Collingwood’s letter call-
ing for Lakewood Police officer Kevin 
Jones’ immediate termination was 
right on point, highlighting the lack of 
leadership in Lakewood PD and in this 
City, which instead of doing the right 
thing is concerned about covering its 
derriere.

As someone who served in law 
enforcement in Indiana years ago, 
however, I wouldn’t call Mr. Jones or 
his boss Tim Malley public servants, 
as their behavior and that of the City 
causes one to fairly wonder whether 
they “get it” and what “service” they 

are providing.
Let’s keep in mind that when 

one of Lakewood’s “finest” - Detec-
tive Tom McLaughlin - played ‘Lola’ 
on his computer while a transgen-
der individual awaited questioning 
a couple of years ago, Mr. Malley felt 
a reprimand and sensitivity training 
were sufficient “discipline.” Malley’s 
lack of leadership is apparent almost 
daily as one sees Lakewood Police 
vehicles trespassing in the Toledo 
Edison property by the Giant Eagle 
on Bunts Road, in the Cove Church 
and Belle Apartment parking lots, 
and other private property in the 
name of the almighty dollar derived 

from speeding tickets and fines 
assessed by a Municipal Court Judge 
who suffers the misperception that 
his job description includes return-
ing money to the City. 

Ms. Sikes rightly points out the 
City’s failure or refusal to do the right 
thing vis a vis repeated and incom-
pletely fulfilled document requests. 
While she expresses optimism that 
Lakewood voters can rely on their 
elected council members, her sugges-
tion that the council should call for 
independent investigation - and Mr. 
Collingwood’s call for officer Jones’ 
termination - don’t go far enough.

It’s time to pass the baton to 

someone with a bigger bat. The FBI 
investigates civil rights violations by 
those acting under color of authority. 
It’s codified at 18 United States Code 
section 242. You can write - or send a 
copy of this article to: Special Agent in 
Charge Stephen D. Anthony, Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, 1501 Lakeside 
Avenue, Cleveland OH 44114.

While we wait for the results of 
the investigation, some of the council 
members who apparently tolerate the 
City’s shenanigans and the failure of 
leadership in the Police Department 
are up for election this November. Let’s 
also remember singer Kinky Fried-
man’s advice: “Don’t re-elect nobody.”

Re: Police Brutality Should 
Have No Place In Lakewood
by John Mazzei

Police Brutality Should Have No 
Place In Lakewood by Tim Colling-
wood, only tells part of the story. In 
November of last year, Sabrina Robin-
son’s daughter was visiting the Madison 
Branch of the Lakewood library to 
hang out after school and probably get 
some studying done. This is a biased 
summary of the events that took place.

The following is a web link to an 
article that details the situation with 

video of the altercation: https://www.
clevescene.com/scene-and-heard/
archives/2017/06/08/lakewood-police-
respond-to-moms-lawsuit-against-
officer-who-broke-her-daughters-jaw. 
The officer was wrong, was adminis-
tratively punished, no criminal charges 
filed and the city will probably lose the 
civil case.

Lakewood’s Public Library System 
has rules of conduct for patrons. If they 
violate these rules they can be asked 
or in this case forced to leave. Please 
remember that Sabrina Robinson’s  17 
year old daughter violated these rules 
to begin with, that is what set this 

chain of events in motion. Such remov-
als are not uncommon. This is why 
off duty Lakewood Police Officers are 
paid to work security in the libraries. 
Officer Jones did use excessive force, 
his 40 hour suspension is evidence of 
that. If Sabrina Robinson’s daughter 
hadn’t violated library policy and / or 
complied with the order to leave there 
wouldn’t have been an incident. She is 
not an innocent in this situation.

All I’m asking for is to tell the whole 
story. Don’t lay out fodder in an attempt 
to increase the pay out from the civil 
suit. But, that is just my opinion.

HUGE SELECTION! • Over 300 Lamps In Stock! • www.whitmerslighting.com

Expires  Aug. 1, 2017.  Limit 1 Item per Person.
All Previous Sales Excluded. Valid only with coupon.

30655 Detroit Road
Westlake, OH 44145

HOURS: 

Mon-Wed-Fri-Sat 
  10am-6pm
Tue & Thur  
10am-9pm

Sun
 

- Closed

Starting At

15% Discount on Lamp Shades
when you bring your 
lamp base for proper fitting.

Lamp Repair

Lamps • Shades
Home Furnishings

Accessories
Light Bulbs

(Discount not available without base)

440-641-0407

$34.95
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Lakewood Living

POWER WASHING COMPANY

Call Now to SChedule: 

2 1 6 - 2 6 7 - W A S H  ( 9 2 7 4 )

•exterior home  
   washing
•driveway & 
   concrete washing
•Roof cleaning

•Fence & deck 
    cleaning
•Brick cleaning 
•Shed & gazebo 
    cleaning

NORTHEAST OHIO’S
LEADING POWER 
WASH COMPANY

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

Lakewood’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com
Like us on Facebook!

Member of Lakewood Chamber of Commerce

lawn care  •  sodding & seeding 

edging & aeration 

flower beds & gardens 

yard clean ups  •  pruning

hedge & shrub trimming

Improve your  
curb appeal!

www.yardistlandscaping.com

9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Saturday, July 15 

North Olmsted Community Park
28114 Lorain Road

Antiques • Jewelry • Food Trucks 
Home Decor • Art • Vintage Clothing 

Music • Kids Activities & More
Charity Raffle/Food Bank Donations

@ WestsideFlea
In partnership with the North Olmsted Arts Commission

Secretary Of State Candidate To Speak On Voting Rights: 

Lakewood Democrats Welcome 
Kathleen Clyde To July 13 Summer Supper
by Erik Meinhardt

State Representative Kathleen 
Clyde (D-Kent) will headline the 
Lakewood Democratic Club’s Sum-
mer Supper, July 13 at VOSH. Clyde is a 
prominent voting-rights advocate, and 
candidate for Ohio Secretary of State.

“From gerrymandering to equal 
pay, Rep. Clyde is constantly fighting 
for ordinary people’s rights,” says club 
president Grant Mackay. “In both the 
Ohio House and in major court cases, 
she’s on the front line of battles for 
fairness and democracy. Her experi-

ences should make for an inspiring 
evening.”

The Summer Supper takes place 
at VOSH Lakewood, 1414 Riverside 
Drive, from 6 to 9 p.m. on Thursday, 
July 13. Tickets for the evening begin at 
$50 per person, and include dinner and 
one drink ticket.

The annual event helps fund the 
Democratic Club’s programs for the 
year, and is open to all. Tickets may 
be purchased at lakewooddemocrats.
com/supper, or by mailing a check to 
the Lakewood Democratic Club at PO 
Box 771263, Lakewood, OH 44107.

For more information, contact 
lkwdohdemclub@gmail.com.

Erik Meinhardt is 2nd VP of the 
Lakewood Democratic Club.

Ohio Secretary of State Candidate and 
State Representative, Kathleen Clyde

tioneer Brooks Ames. Keep an eye on 
LREF’s social media channels for sneak 
peeks for some terrific auction items.

Young alumni and young profes-
sionals are invited to show their support 
and have fun while doing it at the Crash 
the Gala, held the same night, begin-
ning at 9:30 pm, in LHS’ new Black Box 
Theater. They’ll enjoy beer from local 
breweries like Sibling Revelry and Brick 
& Barrel and have the chance to win a 
“liquor cabinet” raffle basket.

Both Purple & Gold Gala and Crash 
the Gala attendees will mingle together 
in the theater at 9:30 and dance until 
midnight at the spirited after party.

Individual tickets to the Gala are 
$125, while individual patron tickets 
are $500. Crash the Gala tickets are 
$50. Advance registration is necessary 
for both parties. Tickets will not be 
sold the night of the events. Compli-
mentary valet parking is available with 
the Gala tickets.

All proceeds from the evening 
benefit LREF’s support of the schools 
through funding all or in part such 
programs (only a small sampling) as:

- Scholarships for graduating seniors
- Middle school awards
- Instrument rent-to-own and loaner 

programs at all levels
- Private lesson music scholarships
- LHS Model UN
- LHS Academic Challenge
- Teacher grants
- Full-time College Now counselor 

at LHS
For more information, or to purchase 

tickets, visit lakewoodrangers.com/pur-
ple-gold-gala-2017 or call 216.529.4033. 
Tickets sales end on August 5.

Robin Suttell, Purple & Gold Gala 
Communications Chair, has lived in 
Lakewood for the past 22 years. Her 
son, Evan, a recent LHS grad ben-
efitted directly from LREF program 
funding throughout his K-12 experi-
ence in Lakewood City Schools.

continued from page 1

LREF Celebrates Purple & Gold 
On August 19: Gala Tix On Sale

From The Archives Of The Lakewood Historical Society

Anonymous Summer Fun

by Jess Yenni, Curator at Lakewood Historical Society
Playing in the sunshine is an important part of growing up, and this young lady's child-
hood was no exception. Sadly, any information about who she was has been lost with 
time. If you think you can identify her, please contact us at curator@lakewoodhistory.org.
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NAT-25536-1

Quality interior and exterior painting for over 15 years

216-287-7468/216-228-0138 office • www.allurepainting.net

OWNER ON SITE • FREE ESTIMATES
Now scheduling interior house painting!

*Offer ends 4/30/2017. Minimum service term, equipment, installation, fees, taxes, and other restrictions may apply. See coxbusiness.com. 
For J.D. Power award information visit jdpower.com. © 2017 Cox Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.

CALL (844) 774-2400  OR  VISIT COXBUSINESS.COM 
TO SWITCH TODAY

We work with you to provide the
right technology for your business.
That type of service has earned us 
high marks from our customers. 
Switch todayfor maximum 
Internet download speed options 
up to 10 Gigs. 

It’s all backed by our responsive, 
24/7 business-class customer support .

Ranked “Highest in Customer 
 Satisfaction with Very Small Business  
 Wireline Service”

for the fi rst 12 months with a 2 or 3-year agreement

$6999
mo*15 Mbps Internet

This paper is written, produced, and delivered by residents of Lakewood.
Isn’t it time you joined with us?

Visit the “Member Center” today to sign up and submit an article to the LO!
www.lakewoodobserver.com/members/login

15309 Madison Avenue • 216.226.8616

Carabel Beauty Salon & Store

Call for an appointment for best service.
Free Private Parking. Check with Id or cash

Try a Perm! 
Wavy or Curly can thicken long hair 
or add texture to your bob.
Partial perms for short hair.

•Health
•Medicare
•Small Group
•Life Insurance
•Supplemental
•Long-Term Care


