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“Ring out the false, ring in the true.” Lord Tennyson

Templar Motors Factory & Lakewood Historial Society Play Host To

The Best New Year’s Eve Party In Town!
by Norine Prim

100 years ago, the Tem-
plar Motors Factory was 
gearing up to produce beau-
tiful automobiles that would 
travel the country from coast 
to coast, race at top speeds, 
appear in movies, and grace 
the streets of Cleveland and 
other cities. During the six 
years of production, more 
than 6700 Templar auto-
mobiles were built, but, 
unfortunately, only 39 of 
them are known to still 
exist. Lakewood is fortunate 
to have a display of origi-
nal Templar automobiles, 

Get ready for a Superfine New Year’s Eve Party!

housed in the original factory 
on Athens Avenue. On New 
Year’s Eve, the display will 
be open, as the Lakewood 
Historical Society hosts a 
birthday party for both the 
cars and the factory. All the 
makings of a great party will 
be available, including Ernie 
Krivda’s wonderful band, 
dancing, food stations, and 
an open wine and beer bar. 
Following a twenties theme, 
guests are encouraged to 
dress accordingly (or buy an 
accessory at the party store), 
visit the speakeasy for a 
classic cocktail or be photo-

graphed behind the wheel of 
an actual 100-year-old Tem-
plar, before toasting the end 
of 2017 and the beginning of 
2018, at midnight.

This event is also a fun-
draiser for the Lakewood 
Historical Society’s “Digitizing 
the Archives” project. The Soci-
ety owns many photos, printed 
documents, and objects that, 
when digitized, will be much 
more readily accessible by the 
community. The cost factor 
has made this a slow-moving 
project. Additional funds will 
allow for more personnel and 
more equipment to move the 

process along more quickly. 
Fortunately, the archives of the 
Society continue to grow as 
wonderful items are donated, 
telling the many stories of 
Lakewood’s history. The Tem-
plar story is one of those pieces 
of Lakewood’s history.

Time to purchase tick-
ets is running out. Visit the 

website of the Lakewood 
Historical Society, lake-
woodhistory.org or call 
216-221-7343 to purchase 
tickets. This promises to be 
a Superfine New Year’s Eve 
Celebration!

Norine Prim is the 
First Vice President of the 
Lakewood Historical Society.

District Bond Refund Nets 
$6M In Savings
by Christine Gordillo

The current tax reform 
debate occurring in Washing-
ton created an opportunity for 
the District to advance refund 
$43,825,000 of its 2014 bonds. 
The District was able to save 
$6,100,112 in future debt ser-
vice costs for nearly 10% net 
present value savings. This 
will average approximately 

$235,000 per year over the life 
of the remaining bonds (final 
maturity 2043).

The District was for-
tunate to be able to take 
advantage of an aggressive 
tax-exempt bond market.  
This refunding coupled with 
the refunding completed 
in September will posi-
tively impact our taxpayers 

in reducing the current debt 
service millage by approxi-
mately 0.75 mills in tax year 
2019. District Treasurer Kent 
Zeman is constantly looking 
at ways to improve our finan-
cial condition and this is just 
one example of how the Dis-
trict and Treasurer Zeman is 
displaying great stewardship 
of our taxpayers’ dollars.

Lakewood At-Large 
Council Re-Count 
Complete

Lakewood Women’s Club To Host 2nd Annual Spring Fundraiser 

Nominations Open Now For 
“Women Honoring Women”
by Kristy Feyedele

Lakewood Women’s 
Club is seeking nominations 
for its second annual spring 
fundraiser, “Women Honor-
ing Women,” to be presented 
on Thursday, May 10, 2018 
at Georgetown Vosh in 
Lakewood, Ohio. The event 
will recognize outstand-
ing women whose charitable 
and civic service has made 
an exceptional impact in 
Lakewood, Ohio.

The Women Honoring 
Women awards will recognize 
women for a variety of accom-
plishments from career to 
volunteer and philanthropic 
endeavors. In addition, a col-
lege scholarship award will be 

presented to an outstanding 
young woman who has made 
a significant impact in the 
community.

The event will “…delight 
in the beauty of the butterfly 
[and celebrate] the changes it 
has gone through to achieve 
that beauty (Maya Angelou).”
Award categories include:
Emerging Leader

This award honors a 
woman who is early in her 
efforts but shows ambi-
tion and promise of reaching 
unconventional goals. She has 
demonstrated steady growth 
and leadership skills. She is 
willing to take risks, inspires 
and motivates others. She has 
overcome and excelled under 

challenges and demonstrated 
perseverance.
Distinguished Leader

This award honors a 
seasoned woman who has 
demonstrated outstanding 
contributions to her com-
munity over a period of 
time. She is a role model, 
community leader, mentor, 
or has broken new ground. 
She is an agent for change 
who, through her accom-
plishments, will continue 
progress for those around 
her.

ALL NOMINATIONS 
ARE DUE BY FRIDAY, JANU-
ARY 26, 20178

To download a nomina-

continued on page 14

courtesy of Cuyahoga 
County Board of Elections

The fourth of the six 
November 7, 2017 election 
recounts has been completed.

Lakewood Council at 
Large:

The recount was 
conducted and two (2) pre-

cincts, Lakewood 02-E & 
Lakewood 03-G, were hand 
counted. A total of 619 bal-
lots were hand counted. The 
rest of the ward ballots were 
re-scanned. The recount 
totals matched the Official 
Canvass totals. There was no 
change in this race.

LAKEWOOD COUNCIL AT LARGE
(VOTE FOR) 3
                   Vote Count     Percent
Tom Bullock .............................. 3,600              15.66%
Meghan F. George ..................... 5,032              21.89%
Cindy Marx ................................ 3,584              15.59%
Ryan P. Nowlin .......................... 3,048              13.26%
Tristan Rader ............................. 4,732              20.58%
Brian M. Taubman ..................... 2,992             13.02%

Meghan F. George Tristan Rader Tom Bullock
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editor, photos. No need to register to post online calendar or classified ads.

 Upcoming Submission Deadline Publish Date
 January 5, 2018 January 9, 2018
 January 19, 2018 January 23, 2017
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    216.712.7070 440-364-6926

Hot Off The Deck

BANNED
AT CITY HALL

STILL

18514 Detroit Avenue,
Lakewood, Ohio 44107

phone:216.521.7684
fax: 216-521-9518

WEST END TAVERN
Presents

Saturday 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Ala carte Breakfast and Lunch featuring:

America's very first "Create Your Own Bloody Mary Bar"

Sunday10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Brunch A 30-Year Lakewood Tradition

Eggs Benedict • Eggs Sardoux • Stuffed French Toast
Pot RPot Roast Hash • Omelets • Fritatas • and much more!

Featuring our "Famous Mega Mimosas"

Surrounded by Hi-Def TV's for all Sporting Events.
What's on your TV tray?  Gourmet Meatloaf? Savory Pot Roast? Fresh Walleye?

Maybe one of our Voted Best on the Northcoast Burgers? 
Come and relax in a friendly comfortable atmosphere.

VIew menu's and weekly specials @ westendtav.com
MonMonday - Friday   11:30a.m. - 2:30 a.m.  

Bigger Better Happy Hour   4 -7 p.m.

Mark Kindt Takes Posts Of The 
Year With His Honesty Series
by Jim O’Bryan

Each year we have some fun with Post of the Year, but this year one member, 
an Ex-Assistant Attorney General of the State of Ohio, and an ex-Department of 
Justice attorney,  who brought an entire series, was selected and singled out. To be 
honest it is something every Lakewoodite needs to read. It has little to do with the 
hospital, outside of  City Hall’s actions. Mark Kindt underlines what norms people 
should expect from their Government, based on decades of experience. 

FROM THE NEWEST TO THE OLDEST

Civic Accountability -- Honesty in Local Government II
by Mark Kindt » Tue Dec 13, 2016 11:03 am

http://lakewoodobserver.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=7&t=23661

In this second series on Civic 
Accountability, I do first want to laud 
those who have chosen to enter pub-
lic service as government employees or 
elected officials. I also want to acknowl-
edge the hard-work and long-hours that 
go with the choice of serving the public. 
Further, as citizens we can all celebrate 
our local civic accomplishments.

As citizens, residents, voters and 
taxpayers in a democracy, we have the 
full set of skills to participate in this 
democracy that we, as a nation, have 
created. Wonder to the world that it is.

In my last series on Civic Account-
ability, we reviewed how the disregard of 
honesty, openness and transparency has 
actually and potentially increased the 

legal liability to the City and to its pub-
lic officials. We went through specific 
examples that were documented. In fact, 
the documents were presented for your 
actual review. Our review also identified 
some problems in civic governance.

Considering that a former mayor 
was indicted and that approximately 70 
public officials and other individuals in 
Cuyahoga County were sent down the 
river in recent memory, it seems quite 
surprising that the City of Lakewood 
doesn’t appear to have a vibrant and 
modern ethics-in-government policy.

In this series, we will explore 
what this means and whether we can 

Civic Accountability -- Honesty in Local Government III
by Mark Kindt » Mon Sep 25, 2017 3:45 pm

http://lakewoodobserver.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=7&t=24225

Major Financial Misstatements in 
Official City of Lakewood Documents 
and Records

On October 13, 2016, the City 
Finance Director signed an affidavit 
under oath that was submitted to the 
Court of Appeals for the Eighth Cir-
cuit. (“Exhibit A” attached)

Just a month later, on November 
15, 2016, the City Finance Director 
issued the official 2017 Budget for the 
City of Lakewood.

Each document contains wildly 
different estimates of amounts to be 
paid to the City of Lakewood under the 
Master Agreement.

My conclusion is that a false affi-
davit was knowingly and intentionally 
filed with the Court.

The sworn affidavit of the City 
Finance Director has major problems:

1. The city administration has pro-
pounded a false statement to an Ohio 
appellate court.

2. The city administration has 
made multiple material misrepresenta-
tions in that affidavit with respect to the 
financial condition of the City entirely 
inconsistent with the securities laws and 
the City’s own public documents.

The falsity of the sworn affidavit 
is not only verified by the text of the 
Master Agreement, but is confirmed 
by a second official City of Lakewood 
public record, the 2017 City Budget.

See, if you can find the missing $32 
Million in the 2017 City Budget. We 
will take a look at that in the next post. 
Folks, it just ain’t there. (Clue: start at 
page 2 in the Budget.)

What the hell is going on in our 
city administration?

Civic Accountability -- Honesty in Local Government IV
by Mark Kindt » Sun Nov 05, 2017 4:42 pm

http://lakewoodobserver.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=7&t=23661

Harassment and Intimidation 
of Citizens and Impairment of Free 
Speech

I want take a moment and summa-
rize what I know about the harassment 
and intimidation of local citizens who 
are critical of the public policies of the 
city administration.

1. Public officials organized them-
selves and others in a smear campaign 
to file a series of false complaints to the 
Lakewood Police Department against a 
pro-hospital citizen.

2. Pro-hospital citizens were 
sent harassing postal mail by a city 
employee.

3. Citizens critical of city policies 
had to defend themselves and expend 
funds to fight subpoenas related to a 
SLAPP lawsuit.

4. The Lakewood Observer had to 
defend itself and expend funds to fight 
a SLAPP lawsuit.

5. The Lakewood Observer was / is 
banned from Lakewood City Hall.

6. Thoughtful comment critical 

of city administration policies, such as 
the pit bull ordinance, is deleted from 
the Lakewood Community group page 
on facebook.

7. Some citizens have been blocked 
from this group page.

8. One or more partisans of the 
city administration created a false gov-
ernment document to harass a local 
citizen as recently as this past Friday.

These are only the incidents that I am 
aware of. Others are much closer to this 
experience than I am. If you have been the 
victim of such harassment, I encourage 
you to stand-up and speak-out.

If you are aware of other wrong-doing 
in the city administration, I encourage 
you to stand-up and speak-out.

This pattern runs across three 
years. We need to be vocal about this 
with our elected representatives and at 
the ballot box.

These are among the reasons that 
I am calling for widespread municipal 
reform in Lakewood.

continued on next page
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Santa Claus is 
Coming to Lakewood

Friday, December 22, 2017  
2:30-4:00 p.m.

All are welcome to this free event in our assisted 
living. Enjoy cookies, punch, party favors, 

storytelling & selfies with Santa (3 p.m. arrival).
All attendees will receive an entry for our 

holiday raffle prize! 
Contact Tammy at (216) 228-7650 with questions.

1381 Bunts Road | ONeillHC.com

BAY VILLAGE | FAIRVIEW PARK | LAKEWOOD | NORTH OLMSTED | NORTH RIDGEVILLE

B o o k yo u r 
f u n d r a i s e rs  a n d 

sp e c i a l  eve nts
W i t h U s !

Watch all
 Browns

 and Ohio State 
Games with Us!

Representative Antonio’s 
Ohio Fairness Act Hearings 
Into 2018
by Nickie Antonio

This week, I was disappointed 
by the delay of a second hearing 
on House Bill (HB) 160, which is 
being rescheduled for an unspeci-
fied date in January. HB 160, titled 
“the Ohio Fairness Act”, would bar 
discrimination based on sexual ori-
entation and gender identity in areas 
of employment, housing and public 
accommodations in Ohio.

HB 160 is supported by many of 
Ohio’s most successful businesses 
and has the potential to serve as an 
economic catalyst to drive innova-
tion, spur investment and attract 
the best and brightest to Ohio. We’re 
not deterred by this delay, and I look 
forward to hearing from our local 
and statewide chambers of com-
merce and over 200 businesses who 
have joined Ohio Business Competes 
to support fairness for all Ohioans 
as we continue hearings in the new 
year.

Ohio remains one of 28 states 
without clear, inclusive, non-dis-
crimination protections for the 
LGBT community. Nineteen Ohio 
cities have already passed non-dis-
crimination ordinances, and 80 
percent of top employers in Ohio 
have corporate policies that prohibit 
discrimination based on sexual ori-
entation. 

More than 200 leading Ohio 
businesses have offered support of 
HB 160 since it was introduced earlier 
this year. I have introduced the Ohio 
Fairness Act in every General Assem-
bly since 2011, and I am pleased to say 
that this is the first year that the Ohio 
Chamber of Commerce is in full sup-
port of this important legislation. 
I am committed to keeping up the 
momentum for HB 160 into the new 
year in order to create a fair state for 
all Ohioans.

First Snowfall Of The Season
by Jacob Chabowski

Lakewood, Ohio, saw its first sig-
nificant snowfall of the season this 
week. Snow started to fall around 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. and did not let up 
until Thursday morning. By Thursday 
afternoon, crews had cleared most of 

In January of 2015, we learned that 
the City had a plan that had $120 mil-
lion dollars in value for our community. 
That number was repeated by elected 
and appointed city officials. It was pub-
lished in our water bill inserts. It was a 
material representation about the finan-
cial condition of our city. Was it true or 
false? Or, mere hyperbole, perhaps?

Since our city participates in the 
municipal bond market, our city offi-
cials have to comply with the federal 
securities laws. These are the national 
laws that relate to the regulation of 
stocks and bonds. Our officials have 
a duty not to make public statements 
that are materially misleading or omit 

Civic Accountability -- Honesty in Local Government I
by Mark Kindt » Sat Dec 03, 2016 5:26 pm

http://lakewoodobserver.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=7&t=23643

material information. Did they violate 
that duty with statements related to the 
future of Lakewood Hospital?

In this thread, I will explore whether 
our elected and appointed city offi-
cials have violated these laws. I actively 
encourage you to join in this review with 
me. We have a very easy starting point. 
For short, I call it the "SEC Harrisburg 
Release". It is a short document at the SEC 
website that carefully and in very direct 
terms explains why local public officials 
have a duty of honesty with respect to 
statements about financial conditions of 
their localities.

Mark

improve the performance of our City. 
This is something that as citizens we 
can do together.

I’m sure that many of you work 
under codes-of-conduct in your work-

places, this will be familiar ground for 
all of us. I intend to just remind you 
what you already now or can easily 
learn about.

Mark

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 
Civic Accountability -- Honesty in Local Government II
by Mark Kindt » Tue Dec 13, 2016 11:03 am

the snow from the streets. While folks 
down in the MetroParks could be seen 
having fun and driving through the 
winter landscape, on Lakewood’s city 
streets residents were digging cars out 
and plowing driveways.
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compiled by Eric Knapp
Wednesday, December 27
Upcycling – From Rags to Riches
For students in third through eighth grade

Turn old T-shirts into necklaces, scarves, or tote bags. Bring your own old T-shirt; all 
other materials provided. Registration required.

2:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. in the Main Library First Floor Multipurpose Room.

Monday, January 8, through Thursday, 
January 11, 2018
Winter Story Times Start
For children ages birth through six

Sign your child up today for an 8-week session of story times. Story times vary by content, 
age range, time, day, and location. See program guide or our website for specific programs.

Main and Madison branches.

Fridays, January 12 through February 16, 2018
Otaku Cafe
For students in sixth through twelfth grade

Come learn about anime, manga, costumes, crafts, and conventions. Registration 
required.

4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. in the Main Library First Floor Multipurpose Room.

Thursdays, January 18 through February 22, 2018
Movie Making Magic Stop-Motion Animation
For students in sixth through twelfth grade

Create a short stop-motion animated film using clay, Lego™ bricks, or other materials. 
Materials are provided. Registration required.

4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. in the Main Library First Floor Multipurpose Room.

Children & Youth Events

compiled by Elaine Rosenberger

Calendar Of Events

Thursday, December 21, 2017
Author Event - “Lisa’s Legacy Trilogy”
Book by Tom Batiuk

Since 1972 Batiuk has blended comedy and drama to create the familiar world of the 
“Funky Winkerbean” comic strip. A cancer diagnosis for the character of Lisa spotlights the 
masterful way Batiuk weaves emotional narratives into a traditionally humorous medium. 
Books will be available for sale and signing at the event.  

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Saturday, December 23
Film - “The King’s Speech” (2010)

One of England’s most unlikely monarchs, Prince Albert “Bertie” (Colin Firth) is 
forced to ascend the throne after his brother abdicates. Prince Albert suffers from a speech 
impediment that leaves him full of dread at the thought of public appearances. Albert’s 
wife Elizabeth (Helena Bonham Carter) seeks the help of Australian speech therapist Lio-
nel Logue (Geoffrey Rush), whose unconventional techniques teach the monarch to speak 
confidently.

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Sunday, December 24
Christmas Eve - Library Closed

Monday, December 25
Christmas Day - Library Closed

Thursday, December 28
Author Event - “On Chagrin Boulevard, A Collection of Free Verse 
and Flash Fiction”
Book by Melissa Hintz

Step into the world of local author and poet Melissa Hintz as she invites you on a journey 
deep into the heart of human experience. Using rich language and vivid metaphors, her 
flash fiction, free verse and poetry are perfect for anyone who loves language, nuance and 
the beautiful absurdity of modern life.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Saturday, December 30
Great Decisions in the Library - Saudi Arabia in Transition

As Saudi Arabia struggles to adjust to the drastic decline in oil revenue, Deputy Crown 
Prince Mohammad bin Salman attempts to transform the country and to shift more power 
to the younger generation. At the same time, many countries such as the U.S. point out the 
lack of democracy, women’s rights and human rights in Saudi Arabia.

10:00 a.m. in the Main Library Multipurpose Room

Sunday, December 31
New Year’s Eve – Library Closes at 6:00 p.m. 

Monday, January 1
New Year’s Day – Library Closed

Saturday, December 30
Film - “The Help” (2011)

In 1960s Mississippi, the women who run the households of prominent southern families 
are black women known as “the help.” College graduate and reluctant society girl Skeeter 
(Emma Stone) is determined to become a writer. Her first writing assignment is a house-
keeping column, and she turns to her best friend’s housekeeper Aibileen (Viola Davis) for 
guidance. Her talks with Aibileen inspire Skeeter to chronicle the stories of the black women 
who dedicate their lives to raising the children who become their bosses.

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Thursday, January 4
Author Event - “Asunder: A Novel Approach to Divorce Recovery
Book” by Kathryn Haueisen

Lakewood Public Library
After thirty years of marriage, Ellie is shocked and hurt when her husband leaves her. She 

realizes she must come to grips with her emotional journey to discover a new way to live. 
When she meets the charming Liam, she finds a glimmer of hope. Through a family crisis 
Ellie soon learns that the post-divorce world means finding her own way, with the help of 
family and new friends.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Saturday, January 6
Film - “Wild” (2014)

Cheryl Strayed’s (Reese Witherspoon) life comes crashing down around her after a trag-
edy. She turns to the solace of the great outdoors. Cheryl makes a rash decision to solo hike 
the Pacific Crest Trail, a 1,100 mile trail stretching from the Mojave Desert to the Canadian 
border. Her utter lack of hiking experience does not overpower her determination. The jour-
ney tests and fascinates her, instilling a new sense of self, healing, and strength.

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Sunday, January 7
Concert - Night Terrors

Night Terrors performs like a dream gone awry. Experimental textures are created with 
the use of electronic pedals on the guitar. Tim Mirth is a musician from Akron, who has 
performed in various ensembles. Paul Stranahan is a percussionist, composer, and teacher.

2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Tuesday, January 9
Talk - Calling in Our Communities
Presentations by Giorgi DeVito and Harmony Moon
Presented by the LGBT Community Center of Greater Cleveland

Allyship is essential for us all to work towards liberation. Yet sometimes, for individuals 
to enter into positive allyship, difficulty can arise in figuring out how to start. This series of 
TED talk styled presentations by guest speakers from the greater Cleveland community is 
designed to help promote empathy and awareness for allies of the LGBTQ+ community.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Wednesday, January 10
Discussion - Queers, Jeers, and Beers: The Relationship between 
Alcohol and Other Drugs and the LGBTQ Community
Presentation by Ken Schneck
Presented by B. Riley Sober House

What little research has been conducted results in one glaring fact: If straight folks are 
using alcohol and other drugs (AOD), LGBTQ folks are using AOD more. In fact, some 
studies show that the LGBTQ community is two to three times more likely to interact with 
substances than their straight peers.

7:00 p.m. Main Library Auditorium

Thursday, January 11
Author Event - “13 Zodiac Women” by Carolyn Anderson

Ted has a successful practice as a counselor. He’s physically attractive, cultured, and a 
caring soul. He’s also lonely and eager to find love. When blind dates fizzle out, he decides 
to give online dating a try. Online dating is filled with sweet Geminis, adventurous Libras 
and gorgeous Aries. But behind the sunny online profiles, some of them reveal themselves 
as being distant, bitter and hurt. Divided into a series of short chapters, 13 Zodiac Women is 
also a serious meditation on life, sexuality, relationships, and how flawed humans struggle 
to find a connection.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Visit Sicily Without  
Leaving Home

SINCE 1990  •  26 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

Fresh Authentic Italian Cuisine
Pizza • Pasta • Sandwiches • Salads • Wings

www.nunziospizza.net

NOW SERVING 3 LOCATIONS!
Lakewood • Fairview Park   

Rocky River

17615 Detroit Ave.  •  216-228-2900

OPEN:
Monday - Saturday

4pm - 3:30am
Deliveries until 3:15am

Sunday
2pm - 1:30am

Deliveries until 1:15am
Available Items: Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms, Onion, Green & Red Peppers, Anchovies, 

Ham, Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black, Olives, Hot Peppers, Ground Meat, Pineapple, Jalapeño 
Peppers  SPECIAL TOPPINGS: Artichoke Hearts, Tomato, Broccoli, Chicken

Small
6 cut - 9”

 $7.00
 $7.50
 $8.00
 $8.50
 $9.00
 $9.50
 $0.50
 $1.50

Medium
8 cut - 12”

 $8.50
 $9.25
 $10.00
 $10.75
 $11.50
 $12.25
 $0.75
 $2.00

Large
12 cut - 16”

 $11.00
 $12.00
 $13.00
 $14.00
 $15.00
 $16.00
 $1.00
 $2.50

Party Tray
Half Sheet

$12.00
$13.50
$15.00
$16.50
$18.00
$19.50
$1.50
$3.50

Plain
1 Item
2 Items
3 Items
4 Items
Deluxe
Extra Items
Ext. Cheese/Spec. Topp

PIZZA

U.S. COMMERCE ASSOCIATION 
BEST OF CLEVELAND FOR 2 CONSECUTIVE YEARS

2009 & 2010
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Lakewood Public Library

216.226.8700
15800  DETROIT  AVE

George Khuri, MD
Carole Rojas, MD

Angelo Barile, MD

General & Internal Medicine
Your Neighborhood Primary Care 
Providing wellness, preventative, 
acute and chronic  care
• Laboratory Services
• Sub Specialty
• Podiatry services

Your Neighborhood Primary Care 
Providing wellness, preventative, 
acute and chronic  care
• Laboratory Services
• Sub Specialty
• Podiatry services

Violin Music Through The Ages Comes To 
The Lakewood Public Library
by Sarah McKinsey

Come to the Lakewood Public 
Library to experience Mary Beth Ions, 
a funny, outgoing, talented violinist 
whose repertoire ranges from Bach to 
the Beatles.

Ions will be bringing her violin to 
the Lakewood Public Library’s Main 
Auditorium on Sunday, January 14, 
2018 at 2 p.m. This performance is 
part of the library’s Sunday With the 
Friends program series.

Mary Beth, a freelance, clas-
sically trained Cleveland violinist, 
graduated from Baldwin-Wallace 
College and Penn State University. 
She performs at a variety of venues, 
including senior centers, the Cleve-

Mary Beth Ions performs in the lobby of 
the Palace Theatre

land Clinic, weddings, showers, 
funerals, and the lobby of the Palace 
Theatre. In addition to her freelance 
endeavors, Ions plays for the Cleve-
land Pops Orchestra and used to 
play in the orchestras for the Cleve-
land Ballet and the Cleveland Opera. 
She has also been in the orchestra pit 
for the Broadway Series at Playhouse 
Square.

Although Ions plays a variety of 
tunes, from Broadway to classic rock 
to current hits, she has also kept a 
connection with her classical roots. 
In addition to regularly playing classi-
cal music in her one-woman concerts, 
she is involved in the BrownBag Con-
certs with downtown Cleveland’s 

Trinity Episcopal Cathedral Chamber 
Orchestra.

According to an article in the 
Cleveland Plain Dealer, some of 
Ions’s most admirable work is done 
in senior centers and at the Cleveland 
Clinic, where her “exuberant and 
often-antic behavior” steals the show 
as much as her skillful playing. She 
often tells jokes and talks throughout 
her performances about everything 
from her boyfriend to the history 
and nature of the violin. Her cheer-
ful, relatable manner brings joy to the 
residents and patients she performs 
for. She is sure to bring the same joy 
and fun to the library in her upcom-
ing performance.

Online Dating
by Hiam Jawhari

In this era of internet, every-
thing falls at the tip of your fingers. 
You can enter a world of knowledge 
just by pushing some buttons on your 
phone or computer. How convenient 
it is! From educating ourselves, to 
paying bills, applying for jobs, com-
pleting documents, or even finding 
a lifelong companion - all can be 
achieved online.

Carolyn Anderson will give us a 
unique perspective on online dating 
in an amusing and entertaining way. 
Her recent fiction book, “13 Zodiac 
Women,”  talks about men’s perspec-
tives on dating online. Meet Ted - a 
successful counselor. He is kind and 
physically attractive. Ted is lonely after 
several failed dates that his friends 
and family helped him to attain. Each 
woman he met had her own problems. 
Signing up for online dating services 
takes some guts and determination. 
So, he decides to take his luck to the 
web. He finds a popular dating-ser-
vice site and pays the fees. That’s how 
he meets 13 Zodiac women, with 13 
interesting, funny stories, like sweet 
Gemini, ambitious Scorpio, and gor-
geous Aries. The book includes 13 
separate stories for the 13 women Ted 
meets online.

Carolyn Anderson will visit our 
Library on Thursday, January 11th, 
2018 at 7 p.m. in the Main Audito-
rium. She is a teacher, researcher, 
communication scholar, and leader/
follower with over 20 years of experi-
ence in various roles in business and 
industry.

Anderson provides consulting and 
coaching to private and public com-
panies to meet employees’ needs for 
leadership, small group participation, 
interpersonal development and public 
speaking.

She is the co-author of “The 
Fundamentals of Small Group Com-
munication” with Scott A Myers. It’s 
a seven step guide to help teenagers 
understand the role of leader and teach 
them the skills needed for leadership.

Anderson is also the author of 
“12 Zodiac Men,” which talks about 
women’s perspectives of dating online. 
Don’t miss this opportunity. Come 
and enjoy an evening of adventure. You 
might learn a few guidelines that will 
improve your own relationships! Carolyn Anderson

Italian and Classical American Cuisine

Making life simple...
Catering from  

Italian Creations

216-226-2282
16104 Hilliard Road • Lakewood

www.ItalianCreation.com

Restaurant, Catering, and Take-out
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Custom Imprinted Apparel 
Corporate Logowear 

Spiritwear 

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock 

Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and LIFE WELL PLANNED® 
are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 

16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145

O 440.801.1629 // C 216.513.0933 // F 440.801.1636
www.bentleywealthmanagement.com
michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

Trinity Cathedral  
invites you to 

spend Christmas 
with us

2230 Euclid Avenue • Cleveland, OH 44115
217.771.3630 • www.trinitycleveland.org

FREE PARKING

CHRISTMAS EVE 
5 p.m. Family Service & Pageant

10:30 p.m. Prelude: Carols for choir, organ & trumpet
11 p.m. Choral Worship

CHRISTMAS DAY
10 a.m. Service with Carols

Stop The Hate $100,000 Student Essay Contest
by Jim O’Bryan

With the help and support of 
Councilwoman Cindy Marx, the 
Observer Media Project has joined 
the Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage 
in their “Stop the Hate” essay contest. 
The $100,000 ESSAY CONTEST is for 
Northeast Ohio 6-12th Graders. You 
have the power to make a positive dif-
ference in the world.

Each year, the Maltz Museum of 
Jewish Heritage gives out $100,000 in 
scholarships, awards and anti-bias edu-
cation in recognition of 6-12th grade 
upstanders in Ashtabula, Cuyahoga, 
Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Mahoning, 
Medina, Portage, Stark, Summit, 
Trumbull and Wayne counties.
STUDENT ESSAYIST AWARDS
Grades 11-12

• One (1) Grand Prize: $40,000 
scholarship (up to $10,000 per year 
renewable up to 4 years)*

• One (1) First Runner-Up: $15,000 
scholarship (up to $3,750 per year 
renewable up to 4 years)*

• One (1) Second Runner-Up: 
$10,000 scholarship (up to $2,500 per 
year renewable up to 4 years)*

• One (1) Third Runner-Up: 
$5,000 scholarship (up to $2,500 per 
year renewable up to 2 years)*

• Six (6) Honorable Mentions: 
$500 cash prize
Grades 6-10

• One (1) 6th Grade First Prize: $400

• One (1) 7th Grade First Prize: $400
• One (1) 8th Grade First Prize: $400
• One (1) 9th Grade First Prize: $400
• One (1) 10th Grade First Prize: $400
See all the details at: www.maltz-

museum.org/stop-the-hate
Stop the Hate® Youth Speak Out 

celebrates students committed to creat-
ing a more accepting, inclusive society. 
By reflecting on real-life situations 
and detailing ways to make a positive 
difference in the world, this next gen-
eration of leaders can win big.

Stop the Hate® is designed to 
create an appreciation and under-
standing among people of differing 
religions, races, cultures and socioeco-
nomic backgrounds. By challenging 
young people to consider the benefits 
of a more inclusive society, the con-
sequences of intolerance and the role 
of personal responsibility in effecting 
change, the contest also reflects Jewish 
values of responsible citizenship and 
respect for all humanity.

Essays cannot be fictitious. All 
entries must include a real-life situ-
ation and creative ideas for making 
the world a more accepting, inclusive 
place. Essays must be original student 
work and free of plagiarism. Essays 
cannot exceed 500 words.

Online entry is preferred at: 
http://www.maltzmuseum.org/offi-
cial-entry-form-2018/

Entries must be received electroni-

cally, by mail or hand-delivered by 
11:59 p.m. on the following dates. Late 
entries will not be accepted: Friday, 
January 5, 2018 for students in grades 
6-10, Friday, January 19, 2018 for stu-
dents in grades 11-12.

If you get a chance stop by the 
Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage at: 

2929 Richmond Road, Beachwood, 
Ohio 44122

Or plan your visit online at  http://
maltzmuseum.org. The Maltz Museum 
of Jewish Heritage is a great asset to 
everyone in Northern Ohio.

See all the details at: www.maltz-
museum.org/stop-the-hate.

Employment Opportunities 

Lakewood Community 
Fitness Facility
by Mitchell Robida

The Lakewood City Schools-
Community Recreation and Education 
Department has employment opportu-
nities for the Front Office Staff position 
at the Community Fitness Facility & 
Indoor Track. The Front Office Staff 
will be the direct representative of the 
Lakewood City Schools-Community 
Recreation & Education Department 
during business hours. The primary 
duties and responsibilities are, but not 
limited to, the monitoring & managing 
of all facility events and ensuring the 
safety & well-being of all participants.

The ideal candidate for the Front 
Office Staff position will have strong 
communication skills, the ability to 
multi-task and be proficient with com-
puters. Prior front desk experience and 
a general understanding of recreation 
programs are preferred. Basic First Aid 

and CPR/AED Certifications will be 
required and training will be provided. 
This position is part time, approxi-
mately 15-20 hours a week, shifts will be 
assigned as needed. Position to include 
weekdays, evenings and weekends.

Interested candidates should sub-
mit an Employment Application, 
which is available at www.lakewoodci-
tyschools.org under OUICK LINKS-Job 
Opportunities, left hand column.

The Lakewood Community Fit-
ness Facility has an anticipated opening 
date of Tuesday, January 9, 2018.

For more information on the 
Lakewood City Schools Community 
Recreation Department or the Lakewood 
Community Fitness Facility please visit 
www.lakewoodrecreation.com. 

Mitchell Robida is the Program 
Coordinator for the Lakewood City 
Schools Community Recreation & Edu-
cation Department.
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Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C) offers an affordable 
choice for higher education. In fact, you can save thousands 
by earning an associate degree at Tri-C before transferring 
to a four-year university to complete your bachelor’s.

tri-c.edu/westshore
216-987-3885

Classes begin Jan. 16, 29 and March 19

17-2256

Tri-C®

is in
Westlake!

Westshore Campus — 31001 Clemens Road, Westlake, OH 44145 
Westshore at Corporate College® West — 25425 Center Ridge Road, Westlake, OH 44145 

United Way, Harrison Team For New 
Reading Room
by Christine Gordillo

Students at Harrison Elementary 
have a neat new space to get cozy with 
books thanks to the December 1 open-
ing of a reading room sponsored by 
the United Way Young Leaders’ Read-
ers Become Leaders initiative. Student 
reading ambassadors cut the ribbon on 
the room as District administrators and 
United Way representatives looked on.

The United Way’s Young Leaders 
raise money and engage in volunteer 
activities working towards the mission 
of lowering the income achievement 
gap. The group creates rooms at 
schools with a significant number of 
low-income students and outfit the 
room with 1,000 books and present the 
students each with a literacy kit with 
two books and activity book to take 
home. Many of the books come from 

The new Reading Room at Harrison made possible by United Way Young Leaders group.

Browns mascot Chomps helped students celebrate their new Reading Room.

a donation from the Cleveland Kids 
Book Bank. The group also provides 
tables and chairs, bean bags and learn-
ing materials.

Besides hearing from four of the 
Young Leaders, Principal Sabrina 
Crawford, Superintendent Jeff Patter-
son and 5th grade reading ambassadors 
Gavin Stinac, Zelie Cerda-Malicdem, 
Dahlia Gonzalez Kronika and Lay 
Phalt Htoo on why reading is impor-
tant to them, the students also were 
treated to a surprise visit from Chomps, 
the Cleveland Browns’ mascot.

While Chomps was a highlight for 
the students, they were equally excited 
to receive their new books. Superinten-
dent Patterson left them with a thought 
that he hopes stays with them for the 
rest of their lives: “The more we read, 
the better we learn.”

3rd Annual LHS Hockey Alumni 
Night And Boodah Bash In 
Honor Of Tommy Star
by Tony Chiaravalle

The annual Alumni Hockey Game 
will also take place  that same evening, 
which last year brought over 30 past 
LHS Alumni Hockey players to the ice!

The Game will be on Saturday, 
January 6th.

Alumni Reception at 5:30-7 p.m. 
(Upstairs lobby of Winterhurst for for-
mer players and their families. Pizza/
Appetizers/Desserts and soda will be 

provided.
Varsity Hockey Game v Nordonia 

7-9 p.m. All Alumni will be free admis-
sion.

Boodah Bash Alumni Game 9:10-
10:30 p.m.

Look for the link on the LHS 
Facebook page and on our LHS Ath-
letic Website so that players can RSVP 
and we can save their information for 
future team updates.

Last year’s alumni at the event.

Don’t miss the homegrown, hyper local news, events, opinions, photos 
and cartoons that impact and reflect our community.

Subscribe to the digital edition by sending a request to thelakewoodob-
server.digital@gmail.com with “SUBSCRIBE” in the subject line. There is 
NO COST to our readers. We simply ask that you consider our advertisers 
for your needs.

The Lakewood Observer remains committed to the continuation of the 
print edition available around town, the PDF edition online and respecting 
your inbox. Your email address will only be used to send the digital edition 
on publication dates.

The Lakewood Observer 
Digital Subscription
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Eagles Overrule Lawyers With Road Win
by Mike Deneen

John Marshall entered Saturday 
night’s [December 16] home game 
against St. Edward with an undefeated 
record and a lot of enthusiasm. Win-
ners of only eight games last season, 
the Lawyers had a 5-0 record this year 
under rookie head coach Rich Aus-
tin. John Marshall played well early in 
front of a large home crowd, but the 
Eagles used their depth and size to earn 
a 68-49 win.

The game attracted the largest 
John Marshall crowd since their new 
gym was completed in fall 2015. The 
Lawyers fed off the energy, taking an 
early 8-5 lead behind four quick points 
from senior Quentin Williams. Mar-
shall sophomore Raymeire Oates tied 
the game at 10 midway through the 
first quarter with a pair of free throws. 
The Eagles responded with a pair of 
three pointers, first from senior PJ 
Flannery and then from senior Elliott 

Eagles getting fired up before taking the floor in front of a big John Marshall crowd.

This proud John Marshall alum was root-
ing for the Eagles. His son, senior guard 
Richard White, attends St. Edward.  

Tirbaso. St. Edward held a 20-14 lead 
after the first period.

St. Edward stretched the lead 
to double-digits in the second quar-
ter, due in part to eight points in the 
period from Flannery. He hit two three 
pointers within 19 seconds to give the 
Eagles a 35-19 lead with just over one 

minute left in the first half. The score 
at halftime was 36-21, as John Marshall 
refused to let the Eagles pull away.

Marshall went on a 6-2 run over the 
first three minutes of the third quarter, 
cutting the lead to 38-27 and firing up 
the home crowd. That was as close as it 
would get, though, as the Eagle defense 

locked down to shut out Marshall for 
the next seven minutes. Sophomore 
Devontae Blanton put the game out of 
reach later in the third period. He hit 
one field goal to stretch the lead to 15, 
then followed with a three pointer only 
17 seconds later. The lead ballooned to 
56-27 at the end of the third period.

Marshall cut into the lead with a 
12-2 run early in the fourth quarter, 
but the Eagles kept the game in hand. 
St. Edward was able to use reserves 
during the final few minutes, and the 
Lawyers narrowed the final margin to 
68-49. Flannery led the Eagles with 16 
points; Blanton had 14; Tirbaso and 
Foster each finished with nine. Oates 
and junior Terrell Repress led the Law-
yers with 12 points apiece.

“They [Marshall] did a great job 
defensively and controlling the offen-
sive pace early,” said Eagle head coach 
Eric Flannery after the game. He felt 
that his team’s depth and experience 
– 11 players are back from last year’s 
Final Four run – made the difference. 
“We kept our composure,” he said. St. 
Edward returned home Tuesday night 
[December 19] for a game against 
Brush High School.

Rangers Beat Titans With Second-Half Run
by Mike Deneen

The Lakewood boys basketball 
team overcame an 11 point halftime 
deficit to defeat Berea-Midpark 42-34 
on Tuesday night [December 12] at 
the new LHS gym. Ranger junior Tim 
Smith had 16 points to lead the come-
back, which lifts Lakewood to 3-1 on 
the season.

The game started dismally for the 

Lakewood Tops Amherst In 
Overtime
by Mike Deneen

The Lakewood girls basketball 
team defeated Amherst Steele 61-54 
Saturday afternoon [December 9] in 
an overtime battle. The Rangers took 
an big lead early, but the Comets bat-
tled back in the fourth quarter to send 
the game into overtime. Lakewood 
regained its composure during the 
extra session, outscoring Amherst 
9-2. Senior center Olivia Nagy led the 
Rangers with 24 points.

Lakewood dominated early in the 
game, taking a 19-4 lead at the end of 
the first quarter. Nagy dominated the 
inside game, scoring nine points in the 
opening period. Senior Isabel Cintron 
hit a desperation three at the buzzer, 
and the game appeared to be headed 
to a blowout.  However, the Comets 
quickly battled back early in the second 
quarter. They hit two three pointers in 
the opening minute of the period, cut-
ting the lead to 19-10.  They used full 
court pressure to disrupt the Rangers, 
who scored only five points in the sec-
ond quarter. By halftime the lead had 
been cut to 24-17 in favor of Lakewood.

Amherst opened the third period 

with another three pointer, and the 
pace of the game quickened. The Com-
ets chipped away, continuing to harass 
the Rangers with pressure. Amherst 
took the lead at 33-32 with 1:55 left 
in the third quarter, delighting their 
home crowd. Lakewood was able to 
restore a 40-36 lead by the end of the 
third quarter 

and took the leacutting the margin 
to 40-36 at the end of the third quarter 
-- Cintron hit yet another long-dis-
tance three point heave at the buzzer. 
Lakewood opened the fourth quarter 
with six consecutive points by Nagy, 
who scored on three consecutive pos-
sessions. The Rangers rebuilt a 12 point 
lead with six minutes to go, and seem-
ingly had put the game away. However, 
the Comets again battled back. They 
outscored Lakewood 16-2 to take a 
52-50 lead with 32 seconds remaining 
in regulation. Nagy made a basket to 
tie the game with 22 seconds left, and 
the game went to overtime.

Junior Claire Hylton was the 
key player in overtime, scoring four 
points on consecutive baskets to put 

Ranger forward Noah Stadler inbounds the ball during second half action. 

Rangers, who trailed 10-0 five min-
utes into the first quarter. Lakewood 
was out of sync offensively, throwing 
errant passes and missing shots. The 
Titans, on the other hand, were mak-
ing plays. Lakewood finally got its first 
bucket with 2:35 remaining in the first 
period. Ranger junior Tommy Sala 
made a three pointer to cut the lead 
to 10-3. Berea-Midpark finished the 
first quarter with a 15-5 lead, and had 
momentum completely in their favor. 

Lakewood stopped the bleeding in 
the second quarter, holding the Titans 
to only nine points in the period. Berea-
Midpark led 24-13 at the half, still a solid 
lead. The Rangers took over the game in 
the third quarter, when their defense 
competely stifled the Titans. Berea-
Midpark only scored two points in eight 
minutes, and Lakewood’s offense woke 
up with a flurry of baskets. The biggest 

play came three minutes into the half, 
when Smith made a four point play by 
sinking a three pointer while fouled and 
the ensuing free throw. That cut the lead 
to 24-20. Lakewood took the lead with 
2:20 remaining in the third, as a pair of 
Noah Stadler free throws made the score 
27-26 Rangers. The lead was stretched to 
30-36 at the end of three periods.

Smith hit a three pointer early in 
the fourth quarter to put Lakewood up 
33-26. The Titans battled back with a 
pair of three pointers, but the Rang-
ers never gave up the lead. Junior Zion 
Kolodinski-Darby made an “old fash-
ioned” three point play (a field goal 
plus free throw) with 2:38 left that 
made the score 38-32 Lakewood. He 
made another field goal 90 seconds 
later to put the game out of reach -- it 
was 40-32 with 1:07 to play. The Rang-
ers went on to win 42-34.

continued on page 14
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Exploring The Psychology Of Sports Injury
by Grace LaDue

Pop. Snap. Crack. Three sounds 
that an athlete never wants to hear. 
The demanding task of being an 
athlete comes with many physi-
cal impacts, but also psychological 
effects. Studies have found that those 
injured through sports are more 
likely to struggle with frustration, 
anger and depression. They feel as 
though they have lost part of their 
identity. They must go from being 
active everyday to sitting on the 
bench, unable to do the things that 
make them feel whole. It is known 
that pain comes with both a physi-
cal and an emotional experience, 
whether you stub your toe or get a 
paper cut, or go through a spinal 
cord injury or tear a ligament, you 
will experience both pain and anger 
or frustration. A physical injury can 
have the same effects as rejection or 
other emotional pain, therefore it has 
become clear that it is critical to focus 
on both physical and mental rehabili-
tation for an injured athlete. Without 
this side of rehabilitation, the injured 
player may never fully recover men-
tally or physically.

When one is physically injured, 
the anterior insula and the anterior 
cingulate cortex are activated. These 
same activations occur when you expe-
rience emotional pain or rejection by 
peers or loved ones. It is no surprise, 
then, that an injury would take its toll 
both physically and emotionally on an 
athlete. There are various aspects to the 
emotional side of physical injuries, for 
athletes especially. Not only must you 
deal with the physical pain, but also the 
pain of missing out on something that 
you love.

In one study at NCAA Divi-

sion 1 University, it was found that 
frustration and anger were the most 
common feelings experienced by ath-
letes who had been injured. Anger and 
frustration with a situation is one of 
the hardest things to overcome. One 
can not turn back time and somehow 
avoid their injury, as much as they 
may want to. There is not much left 
to do than accept the situation for 
what it is and find your way of cop-
ing with it. If they are unable to do 
that, both their mental and physi-
cal recovery will suffer. Going from 
being physically active everyday to 
being unable to even walk is sure to 
mess with a person’s mind. Injured 
athletes were found to be more tense, 
depressed and confused than their 
non injured peers through two ques-
tionnaires-a Sportsmen’s Feelings 
After Injury Questionnaire (SFAIQ), 
and a Bi-polar Profile of Mood States 
(POMS-BI).

There is also a level of fear that is 
acquired after an injury. This fear of 
re-injury can hold a player back from 
fully recovering or being able to per-
form at their best when recovered. 
The process of overcoming an injury 
is similar to a grieving process. For 
athletes, they grieve the lost time on 
the field, court, track, they grieve their 
loss of activity and the feeling of phys-
ically pushing themselves to the limit. 
It is only when you can no longer be a 
part of them that you miss the prac-
tices that made you want to quit. This 
loss can have a greater impact on the 
athlete than the physical impact of the 
injury itself.

It is no secret that mentally deal-
ing with an injury is a difficult task. It 
requires a great level of inner strength 
that many injured athletes and non-

athletes struggle finding. Finding the 
best way of coping with an injury 
is critical to recovery. If this stage is 
skipped, many patients will lack the 
confidence and determination to 
heal and get back to the game they 
love. Many individuals focus on their 
physical rehabilitation to keep them 
positive. Others seek psychiatric help 
which has been found to have positive 
effects in most cases. It is believed that 
patients will benefit best from prob-
lem-focused, behaviorally oriented 
programs, which would help them 
accept their situation and become 
proactive in finding ways of helping 
them feel normal again.

When a person is injured, they 
are forced to alter their normal way 
of life. Suddenly their whole daily 
routine must adapt to their situ-
ation. This is not something that 
most injured patients can do easily. 
It takes a level of determination and 
acceptance in order to figure out how 
to function around an injury. This 
has to do with the mental aspect of 
an injury. Yes, there is the physical 
aspect keeping you from doing your 
normal everyday activities, but it is a 
demanding task mentally to figure out 
how to adapt and not fall apart in the 
process. In fact most of the recovery 
process is dependent on your mental 
state. If a patient is unwilling to accept 
their injury, it will throw off their 
entire recovery. If they are unable to 
overcome their fear, they will uncon-
sciously hold themselves back from 
doing the things they need to do in 
order to recover. And after they do 

recover, the fear of re-injury can hold 
them back from pushing themselves 
in a game or practice. This is why psy-
chological rehabilitation is critical 
when it comes to injuries, especially 
in athletes.

The mental aspects of an injury 
are far more extensive than the phys-
ical aspects, especially in athletes. 
Athletes must go through the pro-
cess of accepting their situation and 
adapting to it. They must go through 
physical and emotional pain and 
grieve the loss of time. They must 
deal with the most common feelings 
of frustration, anger and depression 
that go hand in hand with injuries. 
But most importantly, they must 
find a way to cope with all of these 
things, whether it be through their 
own strength, the love and support 
from family and friends, or through 
psychiatric help. If one is unable to 
cope with their injury, they will find 
it harder to fully recover. The psycho-
logical rehabilitation after an injury 
is just as important, if not more, 
than the physical rehabilitation. An 
injured athlete must be able to find 
the will and determination to get 
back to the sport they love in order to 
have a successful recovery. Without 
this determination, the patient will 
feel lost, depressed and stuck in their 
situation. Along with the research 
that has already been done on this 
subject, more on the best ways of cop-
ing with an injury, sports related or 
not, would help in giving patients the 
best chance at a successful physical 
and mental recovery.

St. Edward Basketball Gives 
Back With Coat Drive

The Eagles vs. Padua basketball game on Friday, December 15th was part of a Coat 
Drive at St. Edward. Over 140 winter coats were collected to benefit Lakewood and 
Cleveland residents in need. The Eagles also won the game 89-55.
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Lakewood Is Art
Abobobobobomination: 

Reviews Of Recent Releases By Local Bands, Pt. 61
Obligatory Disclaimer: Record 

reviews are a tricky business. It’s one 
thing to enjoy music, but to, like, pick out 
what you like about it? That being said, 
if I review your thing and I didn’t like 
something, don’t feel too bad. My opin-
ion doesn’t matter all that much. 

Ricky Hamilton featuring The 
Voidboys - Hell Is Real - Quality Time 
Records - 9 songs - cassette, download

This is the third “solo” release 
from Ricky Hamilton of [insert band 
here] fame. I say “solo” in quotes 
because, as with the previous tape 
(“Killed By Ricky”), he’s backed by 
Fascinating bandmates Adam Spektor 
(clarinet, this time around heavily pro-
cessed) and Carter Luckfield (bass, this 
time around normal) and occasion-
ally The Sight bandmate Noah Depew 
(guitar, shreds). Hold on, Spektor and 
Carter are in The Sight, too. I’m not 
sure how to work all these sentences 
out to be good. You know what I mean. 
I’d thought Ricky’s solo work was his 
one man punk thing that the kids are 
into these days, but someone told me 
that the solo stuff is for Ricky’s “pop” 
output. That can’t be right, I thought 
that was what Fascinating was for. 
Anyway. I gotta say, this tape doesn’t 
get off to a great start. “The Valium” 
and “All 6’s,” while perfectly acceptable 
songs, are just kind of okay. Things 
pick up with “The Feeling Is Alright,” 
though I wish he was using live drums 
on these instead of the drum machine, 
especially since I know that Ricky’s a 
pretty good drummer. I also wish he 
would be a little more enthusiastic, I 
guess is the word, with the vocals. I was 
hoping for something more like “666” 
on “Killed By Ricky,” where he really 
goes for it, but not here. “Friday Eyes” is 
the first song on this tape that I would 
absolutely say I fully enjoy. It’s a good, 
uptempo rock ‘n’ roller, it has nice 
harmonies on the chorus, and I think 
Noah arrives for the first time to add 
some lead. Moving onto the B side, “8 
Days In Hell” keeps up the momentum 
(not speed-wise, but…ah, you know 
what I’m getting at). Again, the har-
monies and the lead guitar (Noah does 
his best J Mascis here) keep it moving 

by Buzz Kompier

and it ends up a good song. Ricky chose 
“Killing Season On Earth” as the single 
for this record, which I don’t quite get, 
but I assume that means he thinks it’s 
a good one. It is, but…look, I gotta say, 
some of these songs get kinda samey, 
especially considering they’re mostly 
the same tempo and with very similar 
arrangements. With the exception of 
the songs with the extra lead guitar, it’s 
all very midrangey. Ricky did warn me 
that I was being given a hand-dubbed 
tape and the consumer version is gonna 
sound better, so hopefully that issue 
doesn’t persist. We close this tape out 
with “You Look Like A Cop.” I think 
I get what he was going for here (some 
kind of noisy punk thing), but it kind 
of ends up as a mess. Perhaps that was 
intentional. Is there actually a voice in 
the background saying “Satan” or am I 
hearing things? I do like the fake echo 
where he just goes “cop cop cop cop.” 
That’s entertaining. Also, the Jesus & 
Mary Chain interview clip at the end 
is a nice touch. At least I assume it’s 
the Jesus & Mary Chain, as the guy 
speaking is very Scottish and very 
confrontational. I don’t know what to 
make of this. There are good songs on 
here (and a couple really good songs on 
here), but it’s not as consistent or lis-
tenable as “Killed By Ricky” or “Life By 
The Thorns.” I know Ricky’s got a lot of 
songs in him and I know and appreci-
ate how much work he puts into this, 
but nobody will be offended or upset 
if he takes it easy for a minute or two. 
3.9/5

(qualitytimerecords.bandcamp.
com)

Knowso - Look At The Chart - 
Neck Chop Records - 6 songs - 12”

This is maybe my most antici-
pated release of the year (second only 
to maybe that Perverts Again LP that 
now isn’t gonna be out ‘til next year…). 
I wasn’t disappointed. This is most of 
Cruelster / Perverts Again (3 out of 4) 
with Jayson from Magic City and some 
other band…Cloud something? on 
drums. Velocity-wise (that’s speed and 
direction– learned that in 9th grade 
science), it’s somewhere in between 
Cruelster and Perverts Again. 6 songs 
here, single-sided 12”. I think they’re 
all good, actually. “Me & My Friends’ 
Town” (which was originally called 

“Seeing You Around,” as all four of you 
that own the demo tape might remem-
ber) starts things off on a high note. “I 
keep seeing you around– why? This is 
my town.” That’s good stuff. The dou-
ble vocal thing (I’m pretty sure Nathan 
is the low voice and Michael is the high 
voice, but who knows) really goes all 
over the place during “Human Like 
Me,” with high voice really having an 
interesting delivery on some of those 
lines. Then there’s “White Science,” 
which is about animal rights or some-
thing. “No Patience” is a killer punk 
tune of the highest order, I’m telling 
you. If you’re not singing along to this 
by the end of it, I don’t know what to 
tell you. I guess the quickest, dumb-
est comparison would be Smooth 
Brain. Yes, I’m comparing a band with 
Nathan Ward on bass and vocals and 
Mike Gill on guitar to another band 
with Nathan Ward on bass and vocals 
and Mike Gill and guitar. “Look At 
The Chart” closes the record out. 
Something about it sorta makes me 
think of Urochromes for some reason. 
Don’t know why. I do wish this record 
came with a lyric sheet. Nathan’s prob-
ably so sick of hearing that almost 
every time I review one of his bands, 
but oh well. I quite like the count-off 
towards the end of “1-2-3-4-5-5-5-5!” 
and then the song speeding up. Good 
stuff, as you’d expect from this group 
of people. Between this and that Citric 
Dummies record, I’ve really increased 
the number of full-color Nathan Ward 
artworks that I own. 4.5/5

(neck-chop-records.myshopify.
com)

Carter Luckfield - Crowley 666 
- Quality Time Records - 6 songs - cas-
sette, download

I didn’t quite know what to expect 
of a Carter Luckfield solo album. 
Carter, for those who don’t follow 
this column or the local music scene, 
is a member of a large number of the 
bands on the Quality Time roster. This 
does not sound like any of those bands. 
This is five tracks of some actually very 
good…I don’t quite know what to call 
it. Folk rock? Country rock? It kinda 
goes multiple places. Mostly acoustic 
based, harmonica appears on a couple 
of the tunes, I kinda wanna say Neil 
Young but I kinda don’t, ya know what 
I mean? I can’t decide if it’s more John 

Lennon or more George Harrison. 
Whatever you wanna call it, I kinda 
really like it. “Crowley” is a great start 
to the album (I guess it’s supposed to 
be a “concept album” of sorts about 
getting stranded in 100-degree heat in 
Crowley, Louisiana when Fascinating’s 
van broke down on their latest tour) 
and that guitar solo at the end is good. 
Like, really good. “Silver Dollar” and 
“2/3” continue the trend. This is really 
reminding me of someone specific that 
I just cannot place. Check back with 
me in a week, I’ll have remembered 
by then. It’s classic rock-influenced, 
but like the good kind of classic rock. 
The stuff that’s classic for good reason. 
“Stray Dog” is a good sad country bal-
lad about finding your woman’s run off 
with another man.  Great weepy har-
monica solo on there. There’s a bit of 
more garage-rockin’ guitar that cuts 
in and cuts out right before the last 
song of Side A that I kinda wanted to 
hear more of, but oh well. “End Of The 
World” switches to the electric guitar 
but genre-wise is along the same line as 
the rest of the tape. Man, I really wish I 
could think of what I’m trying to think 
of, you’d know immediately what I’m 
trying to get at? The Band? No, I don’t 
think that’s quite it. Not quite Dylan 
either. A little bit CCR maybe? What-
ever it is, this is good stuff. Side B, 
“666,” seems to be the entire tape but 
backwards (just like Sockeye used to 
do!). It’s pretty lo-fi, but I think that 
adds to it. It feels more…I don’t know, 
intimate I guess? My biggest complaint 
here is whatever effect that is on the 
vocals. In my opinion, they’d sound 
better just clean, but whatever. I think 
this is my favorite Quality Time release 
in a while. That’s not to say that I don’t 
like most of what Quality Time puts 
out, as I do, but this is just really good. 
66 copies. 4.5/5

(qualitytimerecords.bandcamp.
com)

Are you a local-ish band? Do you 
have a record out? Email vaguelythreat-
ening@gmail.com or send it directly to 
Observer headquarters: The Lakewood 
Observer, c/o Buzz Kompier, 14900 
Detroit Avenue, Suite 205, Lakewood, 
OH 44107.

Album art from this issue’s reviews.

St. James Anglican 
Catholic Church

1861 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. in Cleveland

Sunday, December 24, 10:30pm
MASS OF THE NATIVITY - 

Music program and Sung Mass
Please consult our website for additional 

information and services.
www.saintjamescleveland.com

216-431-3252
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Lakewood Cares

 

DISCOVER GOD 
Video Series 

with David Asscherick 
Join us in watching David Asscherick as he 

asks and deals with the tough questions 
about God… 

 Does God exist? 
 Who Was Right - Jesus or Darwin? 
 What is the Bible? 
 Will There Ever be Justice on Earth? 
 …and so much more! 

This series will help you understand God more clearly!  

 

 

FRIDAY EVENINGS 
6:30pm - Songs & 
Testimonies 
7:00pm - Video 

1382 Arthur Avenue, Lakewood, OH 44107 
(Behind Taco Bell) 216-221-9612 

CELEBRATE ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT 
LAKEWOOD ANGLICAN CHURCH

ADVENT
11:15 am, Sundays

CHRSTMAS EVE
4 pm LakewoodAnglican.com

14560 Madison Ave.

WAITING FOR A

SAVIOR

Affordable Senior Housing Community

When you walk through the door, 
you know you are home.

12400 Madison Ave.  •  Lakewood, Ohio
216-226-7575

TTY 1-800-750-0750

www.fedormanorapartments.com

Make us your NEW  
home this Winter!Seniors

Cox Communications Accepting Applications 
For 2018 Community Grant Program
by Jeff Lavery

Applications are now being 
accepted for the 2018 Cox Communi-
cations Community Grant program, 
which supports non-profit organiza-
tions providing summer enrichment 
and after-school programming 
aligned with STEAM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, Arts and Math) 
learning initiatives. The call for 
applications is open through January 
17, 2018, and all non-profit groups 
within Cox’s service areas are eli-
gible to apply via the Cox Charities 
website, located at https://www.cox-
charitiesne.org/.

There are several criteria that 
proposals will be judged against, 
including the focus on enhanc-
ing academic achievement within 
core STEAM concentrations and 
the impact of the proposal on the 
positive development of youth dur-
ing the summer and after-school 
timeframe. Preference will be given 
to those programs that collaborate 
closely with low-performing middle 
schools, as defined by the jurisdic-
tion of each respective non-profit 
institution that applies.

“Spurring the creative juices 
that STEAM learning prioritizes 

Awards target organizations supporting STEAM learning in summer enrichment and after-school programs
is just one of the ways Cox seeks to 
help young people discover their pas-
sions, talents and future calling,” 
said Jay Allbaugh, senior vice presi-
dent and region manager for Cox 
Communications Northeast. “The 
Cox Communications Community 
Grant Program is a celebrated pro-
gram within our company, and we 
look forward to supporting students 
in their efforts to change their com-
munities – and potentially, the world 
– for the better.”

Grant awards range up to 
$15,000 and applicants must dem-
onstrate how the grant will be used 
in a cost-effective manner, includ-
ing the number of youth who will 
benefit from this award. Special 
consideration will also be given to 
applicants who offer enhancements 
to after-school programs that pro-
mote environmental conservation 
efforts.    Applications are to be 
submitted electronically, as Cox is 
now only accepting online submit-
tals. The application is accessible via 
the Cox Charities website (https://
www.coxcharitiesne.org/). For more 
information on Cox’s community 
grant programs, visit: https://www.
coxcharitiesne.org/contact-us.

About Cox Communications
Cox Communications is a 

broadband communications and 
entertainment company, provid-
ing advanced digital video, Internet, 
telephone and home security and 
automation services over its own 
nationwide IP network. The third-
largest U.S. cable company, Cox serves 
approximately 6 million residences 
and businesses. Cox Business is a facil-
ities-based provider of voice, video 
and data solutions for commercial 
customers, and Cox Media is a full-
service provider of national and local 

cable spot and digital media advertis-
ing. Cox is known for its pioneering 
efforts in broadband, voice and com-
mercial services, industry-leading 
customer care and its outstanding 
workplaces. For nine years, Cox has 
been recognized as the top operator 
for women by Women in Cable Tele-
communications; Cox has ranked 
among DiversityInc’s Top 50 Com-
panies for Diversity 11 times. More 
information about Cox Communica-
tions, a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Cox Enterprises, is available at www.
cox.com and www.coxmedia.com.

Roman Fountain is one of the most  
well-known and loved pizzeria in  
Lakewood, Ohio. Roman Fountain has  
been serving up pizza since the mid 1950's 
with award winning pizza, calzone,  
stromboli, subs, pasta, wings, and salads. 
 
Whether carryout or delivery, we provide 
your family with the freshest of toppings 
(over 25 to choose from) on our pizza. With 
dough and sauce made daily from our own 
recipe and freshly grated blend of mozzarella 
& provolone cheese, we provide a great pizza 
for you and your family  

At Roman Fountain you can find all your favorites:  

Call us at 216-221-6633 

Roman Fountain 
Pizza & Subs 

 Pizza 
 Calzones 
 Stromboli 
 Salads 
 Pasta 

 Subs 
 Wings 
 Appetizers 
 Desserts 
 Dinners 

To see our menu or coupons please go to  
www.romanfountain.com 

Or stop by at 
15603 Detroit Ave 

Near the corner of Lakeland Ave 

THE Ultimate Lakewood CHRISTMAS GIFT
The Best And Hottest Lakewood Shirt Ever, Now in 2 styles!

Available At
Woodstock BBQ 

and Rozi s̒ Wine Shop
You Can Order Foodwood© Ts With Your Lakewood

Bar/Restaurant  Logo On Them Call AGS at 216.410.3232 Today! 
Foodwood© and the Foodwood Logo 
are the copyrights of Foodwood, LLC

Men̒s $15.00
Women̒s Fit $16.00

XXL $2.00 more
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Prime Office Space
For Rent

14900 Detroit Rd
300 sq Ft - 1,200 sq Ft

Utilities Included!

216.221.1119 
CALL Today!

Business News

Matthew Markling And McGown & Markling Among 
Best Education Lawyers And Law Firms For 2018
by Chris Cape

U.S. News & World Report and 
Best Lawyers has announced both its 
selections for “The Best Lawyers in 
America®” and rankings for “Best Law 
Firms.”

McGown & Markling is proud 
to announce that Matthew Markling 
has once again been selected one of 
The Best Lawyers in America® in the 
practice area of Education Law for the 
year 2018. This is especially gratifying 
as recipients are selected by one’s legal 
peers. Mr. Markling is the managing 
director and co-founder of McGown 
& Markling, as well as a Former 
Lakewood City School Board President 
and proud Lakewood husband, father, 
and resident.

McGown & Markling is also very 
proud to remain among the select few 
law firms to receive a Tier 1 Ranking by 
U.S. News – Best Lawyers® “Best Law 
Firms” in “Education Law” for every 
year since the ranking began – includ-
ing 2018.

Firms included in the 2018 “Best 
Law Firms” list are recognized for 
professional excellence with persis-
tently impressive ratings from clients 
and peers. Achieving a tiered ranking 
signals a unique combination of qual-
ity law practice and breadth of legal 
knowledge and experience.

“U.S. News is the global author-
ity in rankings,” says Tim Smart, 
executive editor of U.S. News & World 
Report. “Evaluating law firms is a nat-
ural extension of what we do best.”

The 2018 rankings are based on 
the highest number of participating 
firms and highest number of client 
ballots on record. Over 13,000 attor-
neys provided more than 1,000,000 
law firm assessments, and over 7,500 
clients provided more than 65,000 
evaluations.

“We have been ranking law firms 
for eight years,” says Steven Naifeh, 
CEO and co-founder of Best Lawyers, 
“having ranked individual lawyers 
for almost 35. This year we reviewed 
13,745 law firms across the United 
States – across 75 practice areas – 

and a total of 1,911 firms received a 
national law firm ranking. We con-
tinue to expand our reach even as we 
also work to simplify the process for 
the law firms that provide us with 
the information that we use to create 
the rankings. We are proud that the 
legal profession views our law firm 
rankings with such serious and wide-
spread respect.”

“The law firm of McGown & 
Markling is honored to be recognized 

Matthew Markling, McGown & 
Markling Managing Director.

by our clients and peers for our edu-
cation law practice,” says Matthew 
Markling, managing director and co-
founder of McGown & Markling. “We 
look forward to continuing to represent 
Ohio educational leaders and work col-
laboratively with our peers throughout 
2018 and beyond.”

To learn more about the law firm 
of McGown & Markling, as well as Mr. 
Markling, please visit www.mcgown-
markling.com.

Lakewood Business Leader Graduates From Tri-C’s 
Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses Program
by John Horton

Laura Ross of Cleveland Vegan in 
Lakewood took a step toward greater 
business success by completing the 
Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses 
program at Cuyahoga Community 
College (Tri-C).

Ross is one of 30 small-business own-
ers in the program’s latest graduating 
class. She spent 14 weeks at Tri-C studying 
a specialized business and management 
curriculum designed for entrepreneurs.

Previous graduates have seen 
their business outperform the broader 
economy while exceeding national and 

local averages in revenue growth and 
job creation.

Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Busi-
nesses is a $500 million initiative to 
unlock the growth and job creation 
potential of small businesses across the 
United States by providing them with 
greater access to business education, 
financial capital and business support 
services.

10,000 Small Businesses (10KSB) 
launched at Tri-C in Cleveland in May 
2012. With the most recent class, the 
alumni list for the College’s program 
surpassed 500. Graduates represent a 

variety of industries and businesses 
across the region.

Ross co-founded Cleveland Vegan 
in 2012. The all-vegan café, bakery 
and catering service is located at 17112 
Detroit Ave. in Lakewood.

For more information on 10,000 
Small Businesses, visit www.tri-c.
edu/10ksb or call 216-987-3220. Appli-
cations for the next session in May are 
due by Feburary 22, 2018.

Lakewood Resident Wins Toastmasters 
District 10 Humorous Speech Contest
by Sharon Stadul

Vivek Khosla, Principal Consul-
tant at KBACE, A Cognizant Company, 
won first place in the Toastmasters 
District 10 Humorous Speech Con-
test. The event was held on Saturday, 
November 4, 2017, at the Crowne Plaza 
in Independence, Ohio.

Khosla, a member of Rocky River 
Toastmasters, joined the club in April 
2016. “Toastmasters provides an 
inspiring and supportive atmosphere 
which has helped me reach my goals,” 
says Khosla.

This year he had a stretch goal of 
entering the Humorous Speech Con-
test. He won the Area and Division 
contests, giving him the opportunity 
to compete and take first place at the 

District level.
“Delivering a speech in a contest 

is one of the best experiences I’ve had 
since I can apply all the tools and tech-
niques I’ve learned at the club level. 
The audience feedback is a great confi-
dence booster,” says Khosla.

“Vivek inspires us. We are privi-
leged to have him as a member of our 
club,” says Mark Meisner, V.P. Educa-
tion for Rocky River Toastmasters.

Rocky River Toastmasters was 
established in 1957 and is a part of 
District 10 Toastmasters which cov-
ers Northeast Ohio. The club meets 
the 1st and 3rd Mondays at the Rocky 
River Library from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Guests are always welcome. For more 
information about the club, please 

visit their website at  http://rockyri-
vertm.toastmastersclubs.org/.

About Toastmasters International
Toastmasters International is a 

worldwide nonprofit educational orga-
nization that empowers individuals to 
become more effective communicators 
and leaders. Headquartered in Rancho 
Santa Margarita, CA, the organiza-
tion’s membership exceeds 352,000 in 
more than 16,400 clubs in 141 coun-
tries. Since 1924, Toastmasters 
International has helped people from 
diverse backgrounds become more 
confident speakers, communicators 
and leaders. For information about 
local Toastmasters clubs, please visit 
www.toastmasters.org. Follow @Toast-
masters on Twitter.

Get Your Last Minute Lakewood Themed Gifts

In addition to picking up last minute gift certificates to any one of hundreds of Lakewood restaurants, bakeries, and coffee shops, at 
Woodstock, you can also find one of the hottest gift items this year: “Foodwood©” T-shirts. They are also available at Rozi’s Wine 
House for all of your gift giving needs this holiday season.
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Ask About Gift Certificates And Catering

Dear Valued Customers of 
India Garden and Namaste,

Thank you Lakewood for your support and 
patronage in making India Garden and 

Namaste India Garden your favorite 
Indian  Cuisine Restaurants in Northern Ohio.

INDIA GARDEN
Lunch Buffet $10.95
18405 Detroit Ave.

216-221-0676
Open Daily

Lunch 11am - 2:30pm
Sat. & Sun. 11:30am - 3:00pmSat. & Sun. 11:30am - 3:00pm

Dinner 5pm - 10pm

NAMASTE
INDIA GARDEN

Southern Indian Cuisine
14412 Detroit Ave.

216-221-4800
Hours: Monday - Closed

TTuesday - Sunday 
11:30am  -9:30pm

Forum

The Basics About DACA
by Barbara Marburger

On September 5, the Trump 
administration announced that it is 
“winding down” the DACA program. 
No new applications will be accepted; 
renewal applications for work per-
mits expiring in the next six months 
must be submitted by October 5; and 
the administration emphasized its 
underlying authority to terminate or 
deny deferred action for any reason, 
at any time, with or without notice. 
There was an immediate uproar. The 
highest ranking members of Con-
gress from both parties, as well as 
President Trump, have subsequently 
expressed support for legislative 
action on immigration that would 
address the DACA issues. So what 
exactly is DACA?

In the complex context of 
immigration issues, programs, and 
proposals, the specific provisions of 
DACA, “Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals,” can get lost. DACA 
was created in 2012 by the Obama 
administration to establish an official 
process to allow young people who had 
been brought to this country illegally 
as children to be temporarily pro-
tected from deportation proceedings 
and to receive permission to work, 
to study, and obtain driver’s licenses. 

These young people are generally 
called “Dreamers” after legislation 
initially introduced in 2001 that was 
called the “Development, Relief, and 
Education for Alien Minors Act” or 
“DREAM Act.”

In June, 2012, President Obama 
announced that his administration 
would begin accepting applica-
tions from Dreamers “to request 
temporary relief from deportation 
proceedings and apply for work 
authorization.” The administration’s 
rationale was that it had prosecuto-
rial discretion to determine how to 
use utilize immigration enforce-
ment resources, and that it would 
not direct those resources to depor-
tation of qualified DACA applicants. 
DACA did not provide lawful status 
or a pathway to permanent residence 
or citizenship.

In order to be able to qualify for 
DACA, an applicant had to meet the 
criteria that had already been devel-
oped by the Congress through the 
DREAM Act bills. An applicant could 
be considered for initial DACA if they:

- were under 31 years old as of June 
15, 2012, the date of President Obama’s 
announcement;

- first came to the United States 
before their 16th birthday;

- continuously resided in the United 
States since June 15, 2007, up to the time 
of applying for DACA;

- came to the United States without 
documents before June 15, 2012, or their 
lawful status was expired as of June 15, 
2012;

- were currently in school, or had 
graduated or obtained a certificate of 
completion from high school, or had 
obtained a GED certificate, or had been 
honorably discharged veteran of the 
Coast Guard or U.S. Armed Forces;

- have not been convicted of a fel-
ony, significant misdemeanor, three or 
more other misdemeanors; and

- do not otherwise pose a threat to 
national security or public safety.

Minors under age 15 could not 
apply unless they were in removal 
proceedings.  Initial application or 
application for renewal for an addi-
tional two-year period required 
payment of a fee of $465. 

As of the first quarter of 2017, 
the U.S. Citizen and Immigration 
Services approved 787,580 initial 
DACA applications over the life of 
the program. Forty-four percent of 
the approved applicants reside in 
California or Texas. Ohio ranks 30th 
among the states for residents with 
approved initial DACA applications, 
with 4,442.

DACA Dreamers are not eligible 
for federal health insurance benefits. 
DACA Dreamers are not eligible for 
federal student loans or grants, but 

may be eligible for student aid under 
the laws of the particular state where 
they are enrolled. DACA Dreamers 
are eligible to obtain a Social Secu-
rity number, and they are subject to 
taxes, including payroll taxes. How-
ever, they are ineligible to receive 
social security benefits since DACA 
status is not “legal status.” With a 
DACA work permit and Social Secu-
rity card, DACA Dreamers can apply 
for a driver’s license in their state of 
residence.

It’s easy to find surveys estimat-
ing high rates of employment and 
economic contributions by DACA 
Dreamers. However, the scope of 
this article is limited to data found 
on U.S. Government websites, so 
that information is not included. It’s 
also easy to find that many Repub-
lican and Democratic Senators and 
Representatives support continued 
protection of DACA Dreamers. More 
importantly, surveys over the past 
five years have indicated that around 
2/3 of Americans support relief for 
Dreamers. This part of legislating 
improvements to immigration prob-
lems should be easy, shouldn’t it? 
And it must be prioritized, before 
the rescission of DACA exposes these 
Dreamers to irreversible harm. 

If you agree, perhaps you will let 
your Senators know what you think, 
and contact your Representative. It is 
easy to find their contact information 
online, and they want to hear from us!   Illegal Immigration: 

An American Problem
by John Mazzei

Illegal immigration is a very 
problematic issue in our country, 
both in terms of economic and soci-
etal concerns. We are a nation of 
immigrants, our borders created by 
purchase and conquest. For most 
of our history we welcomed immi-
grants but, due to the current world 
situation, we can no longer have an 
open door.

Illegal immigration has dis-
torted our economy. Having a large 
labor pool willing to work for mini-
mum or sub-minimum pay has kept 
wages artificially low for non-skilled 
and semi-skilled workers. When 
instituted in 1938 the minimum 
wage was intended to provide the 
American worker with a living wage. 
It has not kept pace with inf lation 
and can no longer sustain an indi-
vidual, much less a family. The fruit 
of this illegal labor distorts the mar-
ket with cheap food and consumer 
goods.

The laws of supply and demand 
illustrate this beautifully, having 
a labor surplus drives down wages. 
This drives citizens out of the labor 
market in many sectors of the econ-
omy and sends employers looking 
for illegal immigrants to provide 
their work force. This trend has a 
collateral damage effect on Ameri-
can workers as well. Businesses can 
offer lower wages, fewer benefits 
and poorer working conditions for 

citizens as well due to this labor sur-
plus. Productivity has risen 200% 
since the 1970s but, real wages have 
stagnated. In increasing numbers 
the single provider/wage earner with 
a stay-at-home spouse is no longer 
a viable option for American fami-
lies. However, with labor in demand 
wages rise and so would consumer 
prices. Is the American public will-
ing to pay $7 or $8 for a head of 
lettuce?

Are we, as a nation of immigrants 
and/or their descendants, being hypo-
critical by denying others the American 
Dream?

A lifeboat can only hold a cer-
tain number of passengers safely, 
too many and the boat sinks. With 
ever increasing populations many 
nations have become failed states, 
dependent upon other nations for 
assistance. The Roman Empire fell 
because wave after wave of immi-
grants entered their territories, 
didn’t share their values and didn’t 
assimilate into their culture. The 
first rule of being a rescuer is not to 
become a victim. As citizens we have 
a duty to our country, ourselves and 
future generations to safeguard the 
nation. Past policies have allowed 
millions of illegal aliens into this 
country. Current policies are call-
ing for their removal and steps to 
control future immigration. This 
is necessary to preserve our safety, 
economy, society and culture.
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   TWO AMAZING RESTAURANTS...

UNDER ONE ROOF

15607 Madison Ave. Lakewood, OH | 216-905-5941

Forum

Mon. - Thurs. 7:30am - 7pm
Fri. Sat. 7:30am - 9pm

Sunday Noon - 5pm
Holiday Gift Baskets
For Work or Friends

Sign Up & Check Our Website

For Our Special Wine & Beer Tasting 
Front  Porch Dinners

Over 200 Wines & Beers To Sample

wwwww.rozis.com (Event Calendar)

(porch rental available - please call 
216-221-1119)

Time To Plan Your Holiday Parties
amd consider your corporate and

personal gifts, Call us for suggestions!

Lakewood ahead 58-54 with just 
over one minute left in overtime. 
The Rangers defense held, clos-
ing out a hard-fought 61-54 victory. 
After the game, Ranger coach Mike 

Harper said the team is “about where 
I thought it would be” at this point 
in the season.  He said he was pleased 
with his team’s defensive perfor-
mance, but realizes that the offense 
needs to improve.

continued from page 8

Lakewood Tops Amherst In 
Overtime

Movie Review Of 

“The Mountain Between Us”
by Bob Rittenhouse

The film, “The Mountain Between 
Us” is a dog, survival, and romance 
movie directed by Hany Abu-Assad, a 
Dutch Palestinian film director (Rana’s 
Wedding, Paradise Now, Omar, The 
Idol). This 112 minute long plane crash 
movie took place in the High Uintas 
Wilderness Utah mountains (actually 
filmed in British Columbian moun-
tains), some ranging over 13,000 feet 
high. The two main characters, Dr. 
Ben Bass, a black neurosurgeon (Idris 
Elba, No Good Deed, Avengers: Age of 

Ultron, Star Trek Beyond), and Alex 
Martin, a white Photojournalist (Kate 
Winslet, Titanic, The Dressmaker, Col-
lateral Beauty, Wonder Wheel, All the 
King’s Men) are the only two passen-
gers along with a dog on a two engine 
commuter plane. They are stranded at 
an airport in Boise, Idaho while each 
has an emergency need to get to their 
destination, Denver, – she is scheduled 
to marry her fiancé, and he for a needed 
surgery.  They manage to hire a private 
charter plane flown by an experienced 
pilot, Walter (Beau Bridges, Under-
ground Kids, Dirty Politics, Lawless 
Range). Walter is in a rush, and does 
not file a flight plan.  He also brings 
along his yellow Labrador dog.  Ini-
tially, the flight seemed sort of normal 
with some upsetting turbulence due to 
an approaching storm.  Then, suddenly 
as the flight is heading into mountains, 
Walter suffers some sort of seizure – 
probably a heart attack, and dies. They 
manage to land on a small mountain 
ridge, and Alex suffers some leg dam-
age. The dog and Ben do not appear 
injured. They have very little in the 
way of supplies, and cell phones do not 
work. Ben buries Walter in the small 
plateau.  Initially, they think they will 
be rescued.  They try signaling a high 
flying passenger jet, but to no avail.

Over Ben’s objections, Alex decides 

to strike out on her own, hoping to find 
a way down the mountain for help.  Ben 
catches up with her, and in spite of the 
cold and snow depth, they manage to 
make it down the mountain to the tree 
line which should be closer for help.  
The dog also helps find better paths. 
Ben has just stumbled upon a deserted 
cabin when Alex breaks through some 
ice into ice cold deep water, and yells to 
Ben for help. He manages to rescue her, 
and they find shelter in the cabin for a 
time. During this period, they seem to 

be somewhat falling in love. They move 
on. At one point when both seemed to 
be succumbing to the cold and were 
sleeping against a tree, the dog helped 
to wake and save them.  Ben gets his leg 
caught in a hidden bear trap, but she 
does not have the strength to free him.  
In going for help, Alex finds a road, and 
waves down a logging truck.  They are 
finally rescued.  Initially, it appears 
everything will go back to normal... 
This movie is recommended for older 
youth and on up.

tion form please visit: http://bit.ly/
WomenHonoringWomen2018

About The Lakewood Women’s 
Club

Founded in 1962, The Lakewood 
Women’s Club, formerly known as the 
Junior Women’s Club of Lakewood, 
is a nonprofit organization made up 

of emerging women leaders dedicated 
to building a healthier community 
together through philanthropy and 
volunteerism. Our members learn 
about community issues, promote 
grant-making, forge leadership skills 
and build camaraderie. For more 
information, please visit https://lake-
woodwomensclub.weebly.com.

Lakewood Women’s Club To Host 2nd Annual Spring Fundraiser 

Nominations Open Now For 
“Women Honoring Women”
continued from page 1
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Lakewood Living

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

Lakewood’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Like us on Facebook!

Member of Lakewood Chamber of Commerce

lawn care  •  maintenance

flower beds  •  gardens

yard clean ups

pruning  •  trimming

shrub & hedge installation

Improve your  
curb appeal!

www.yardistlandscaping.com

LakewoodAlive To Host “Loving Lakewood: 
Superheroes Unite” On February 24
by Matt Bixenstine

Everyone has a superhero inside of 
them waiting to be discovered. Here’s 
your chance to unlock your inner Hulk 
– all while you fight crime and have a 
great time. 

LakewoodAlive will host Loving 
Lakewood: Superheroes Unite on Sat-
urday, February 24, from 7:30 to 11 
p.m. at the Lakewood Masonic Temple. 
Guests are heroically invited to assume 
their secret identities and defend the 
universe at LakewoodAlive’s annual 
winter fundraiser for a powerfully 
good time in a historic Downtown 
Lakewood venue. Holy superhero 
party, Batman!

Tickets for Superheroes Unite go 
on sale at 10 a.m. on Thursday, January 
4, and can be secured at Lakewoo-
dAlive.org/Superhero. Proceeds will 
support LakewoodAlive’s program-

ming as we strive to foster and sustain 
vibrant neighborhoods in Lakewood. 
Much like heroes, we at LakewoodAlive 
are ordinary people who work with the 
wonderful residents of Lakewood to 
accomplish extraordinary feats.

Superheroes Unite will fea-
ture superhero-themed food, drinks, 
décor and entertainment. Attendees 
will be flying high to consume festive 
foods from the “Truth, Justice and the 
Lakewood Way” food stations, sample 
a Kryptonite Cocktail, enjoy music and 
partake in games and activities fit for a 
true superhero.

With great power comes great 
responsibility, so both VIP and Gen-
eral Admission ticket options will be 
available. No matter which option you 
choose, you’ll be fighting crime while 
having a great time. Attending super-
heroes are urged to don their cape, 

web-shooters and tights for one of those 
memorable LakewoodAlive nights. 
Bravery, alter-egos and superhuman 
strength are strongly encouraged. Feel 
free to show your courage and dress as 
someone who represents an honorable 
hero within your own life.

More details regarding Super-
heroes Unite will be unveiled in the 
coming weeks. For ongoing updates, 

“Loving Lakewood: Superheroes Unite” takes place Saturday, February 24 at the 
Lakewood Masonic Temple in Downtown Lakewood.

please visit LakewoodAlive.org/Super-
hero and be sure to act faster than a 
speeding bullet once tickets go on sale 
January 4.

About LakewoodAlive: 
Not all heroes wear capes. At 

LakewoodAlive we don’t possess super-
human powers, yet we strive to serve 
a heroic role in the lives of Lakewood 
residents in need through our Hous-
ing Outreach Program. Our villain 
is anything that stands in the way of 
community vibrancy. The 5.5 square 
miles comprising Lakewood is our 
Gotham City, and we take our duties 
very seriously. In the immortal words 
of Wolverine, we aim to be “the best 
there is at what we do.”

Matt Bixenstine is the Marketing 
& Development Manager for Lakewoo-
dAlive. He enjoys all things Lakewood, 
especially walking his basset hound 
through Madison Park.
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8 Cafe at 15118 Detroit

31 32 33

9 Undesirable

34 35 36 37 38

10 PBS post-revolution series

39 40 41

11 Discount food chain

42 43 44 45

12 Not highest of tides

46 47

13 Other than Jewish

48 49 50 51 52 53

21 Stop light

54 55 56 57 58

23 English baked item

59 60 61

26 Make up jokes

62 63 64

27 Walk (up) unobtrusively

Across 28 Dadaist Jean

1 Greek colonnade 42 John or Paul 29 Things that go bloom in the 

5 Luxury car make 43 Frightens lake

10 Twinge 46 Floral necklace 30 Detroit team

14 Throw 47 Parrot in Alladin 31 Neat!

15 Cocoa substitute 48 Over-the-top in couture 32 G-man

16 Vegetable spread 51 Incan animals 33 Holiday drink

17 Traveler's troll site 54 One very casual shoe 35 Places

18 Sing easily 55 Type of mushroom 36 Magic stone

19 June 6, 1944 57 Maker of famous cookies 37 Before in poetry

20 Evening party 59 Where girl scout badges go 40 Natural babyfood “League”

22 Little Feat song “Easy ___” 60 Once Gund, now Quicken 41 French omelet ingredient

24 1981 Beatty-Keaton film Loans 43 Night or partner

25 Record label with a dog 61 Essential meaning 44 Soprano Maria

26 Play lines spoken “in 62 Yearn 45 One of the Khans

confidence” 63 Bluejay accomodations 48 Vampire before twilight, to 

28 Not concerned with rightness 64 Adam's grandson close associates

31 Chief Norse God Down 49 ___ Hashanah

32 See 39-across 1 Pig's place 50 Days of ____

34 ___ folks home 2 Little piggies 52 Last King of Scotland main

35 Pointy part of church 3 Norwegian capital character

38 Sticky stuff 4 Salicylic acid, commonly 53 Not particularly happy

39 With 32-across, come together 5 Assent 54 The south (1861-1865)

at Warren 6 Touch lovingly 56 In medias ____

41 48-down dental feature 7 ___-logist 58 Aves.

Letters For 
Lakewood
imagined and compiled by 
Carlos Castells
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*Offer ends 4/30/2017. Minimum service term, equipment, installation, fees, taxes, and other restrictions may apply. See coxbusiness.com. 
For J.D. Power award information visit jdpower.com. © 2017 Cox Communications, Inc. All rights reserved. 

CALL (844) 774-2400  OR  
VISIT COXBUSINESS.COM TO SWITCH TODAY

We work with you to provide the 
right technology for your business. 
That type of service has earned us 
high marks from our customers.  
Choose from several voice solutions 
that scale as your business grows. 

It’s all backed by our responsive, 
24/7 business-class customer support .

Ranked “Highest in Customer 
 Satisfaction with Very Small Business  
 Wireline Service”

with a 2 or 3-year agreement

$25Cox Business 
VoiceManagerSM Essential

/mo*

This paper is written, produced, and delivered by residents of Lakewood.
Isn’t it time you joined with us?

Visit the “Member Center” today to sign up and submit an article to the LO!
www.lakewoodobserver.com/members/login

15309 Madison Avenue • 216.226.8616

Carabel Beauty Salon & Store

Call for an appointment for best service.
Free Private Parking. Check with Id or cash

Shop at our vintage salon. Stocking stuffers galore! 
Enjoy decorations with free coffee, tea, or hot cocoa. 

Mom and daughter styling. 
Princess package for girls 4 thru 12 years old,  
hair, nails, and a hair accessory -$12.30.  
Moms cut and basic one shade color - $35.30

Compliance Code  HMIA004472

Carl Lishing & Mike Fitzpatrick
 Licensed Insurance Agents

216.228.0765
16506 Detroit Ave.

www.clevelandinsurance.info

Medicare Open Enrollment 
thru Dec. 7th

ACA Open Enrollment 
thru Dec. 15th

TROY BRATZ
Real Estate Agent

TroyBratz@KW.com
TroyBratz.KW.com
216.702.2196

Let’s find you a new home or business!

Residental/Commercial
Lakewood Resident

@TroyBratzKW
Follow me on social media for tips on 
navigating the buying & selling process.

Isn’t it time you joined with 
this history making,

award winning project?

CALL
216.712.7070

TODAY!


