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Student Artists Reel In Top Regional Awards

by Christine Gordillo
Students from Lakewood
High School, the West Shore
Career-Tech Media Art &
Design program and Hard-
ing Middle School earned an
impressively high number
awards in the annual Scho-

lastic Art & Writing Awards
regional competition held in
December, including 17 of the
highest-honor Gold Keys and
67 honored pieces overall.

One of the Gold Keys
included the District’s first-
ever portfolio award, earned
by senior Elyza Mihalski, who
also won three other Gold
Keys for her work and two
Silver Keys. The top award
winner was senior Micah Inak
with four Gold Keys, seven Sil-
ver Keys and three Honorable
Mentions.

Other Gold Key winners
are 8th grader Inga Wilhelmy
of Harding; Lakewood High
art students Jordan Bozak,
Dolatowski,
Duval, Kazimir Klein, Emily
Perry and Anastasia Seckers;
and West Shore students Sara

Calvin Solace

Liberty Looks To Purchase
BOE Property On Warren

by Christine Gordillo

The Board of Education
at its January 22, 2018 meet-
ing introduced a proposed
contract with Liberty Devel-
opment Co. to purchase the
Board of Education proper-
ties located at 1456 and 1470
Warren Road. The Board is
scheduled to vote on approval

of the contract at its February
5 meeting.

The agreement between
the Board and Liberty meets
the parameters for sale laid
out by the Board at the outset
of the sale process, including
intention to preserve the his-

continued on page 5

Stuff the Subaru For

My Best Friend's

by Judy Towner

MBEB has been providing
food to pet owners experienc-
ing difficulty providing for
their pets since 2011. Once
again, My Best Friend's Bowl
will be accepting donations of
dry dog and cat food and litter
for their major food drive for
the year.

This year our drive will
take place Super Bowl Sunday,

February 4th from 10 am to
2 pm at the Lake Erie Build-
ing 13000 Athens Avenue in
Lakewood. The building is

Bowl 2

just south of Madison Park
but there is no access from the
park. Donors can drive in, fol-
low our volunteers just around
the corner of the building, we'll
empty your vehicle and give

you a tax exempt donation slip
on the spot. We will be there
no matter what the weather is.
Just make a wish for us that it's
warm and sunny.

If you are just stopping
to drop off a monetary dona-
tion, make your check out to
the Lakewood Foundation,

Bitter and Riley Geyer. Gold
Key winners move on to be
judged at the national level of
the 93-year-old competition.

Lakewood students were
also well-represented at the Sil-
ver Key and Honorable Mention
levels. Thirteen students won

21 Silver Keys, including two
by senior Marissa Doi. Twenty

continued on page 6

LHS Cellist Selected For National Orchestra

by Christine Gordillo

Lakewood High School
sophomore cellist Grace Gill has
been selected as a member of the
Honor Orchestra of America,
sponsored by the non-profit arts
advocate Music For All. Grace
will perform with the ensem-
ble in March at Music for All’s
National Festival in Indianapo-
lis.

Students in the
Orchestra of America get to
rehearse and perform with
renowned
perform for an audience of
outstanding school musicians
and educators from across the

Honor

conductors  and

United States. This year’s guest
conductor is Larry J. Livingston,
Chair, Conducting Department,
Thornton School of Music, Uni-
versity of Southern California.
Grace was a bit surprised
when the announcement came
as she had submitted the audi-
tion many months earlier. She
is looking forward to meeting
up with some musicians she met
as part of the All-State Orches-
tra earlier this year and to learn
some new “fun” music with a

018

our fiscal agent. We are able to
purchase nutritious dog and
cat food when needed from an
Ohio manufacturer. MBFB has
no paid employees and is run
wholly by volunteers. As we
have no physical location, we
have no rent overhead. Nearly
every penny of our donations
goes to the purachase of food.
Not many non-profits can
make that claim.

We truely appreciate the
generosity of our donors, they
have always come through for
us during this 4 hour drive and
we can't thank you enough.
It would do your hearts good
to know how much your help
means to those in need. Our
mission is to keep every bowl
full and every pet at home

continued on page 3

Cellist Grace Gill.

new conductor.

Grace’s director, Dr. Beth
Hankins, was not surprised by
her selection.

Thank You,

by Meghan George

Now that the election is
over, I wanted to express my
heartfelt thank you to the resi-
dents of Lakewood for the great
honor and responsibility of
electing me to serve as a member
of Lakewood City Council. This
has been a very tedious elec-
tion season and I am extremely
grateful to family, friends and
loyal supports who generously
contributed their time and
energy over the past year. Many
thanks to everyone that came
out to vote in November.

Over the past few years
our city has been faced with
many challenges which will
continue in the
months and years. However,
we can work together to over-
come these challenges. Over
the next 4 years I will work
diligently to enhance public
safety, city services and pre-
serve the historic and cultural
heritage that make up the great

coming

“Grace joins the Lakewood

Orchestra elite by earning a seat
in a national honors orchestra,”
continued on page 3

Lakewood

city of Lakewood.

As 1 transition into this
new role, know that my door
is always open. Please feel free
to email, call or meet for cof-
fee to discuss issues that you
feel are important. I welcome
your feedback and look for-
ward to making a positive
impact on City Council and
the Lakewood Community.

With gratitude,

Meghan F. George

Lakewood City

Council At-Large



Page 2 The Lakewood Observer Volume 14, Issue 2 January 24, 2018

Hot Off The Deck

Lakewood Photographer Photo Contest

OBSERVATIONS FROM THE DECK!

A
Lakewood Observer has been home to some of the best photographers in and around
Lakewood since we started. Starting in the next issue we will be running a photo
contest in print and online with hundreds of dollars in prizes, equipment and more,
looking for more Lakewood photographers. Stay tuned, and get those cameras ready!
Nature, People, Sports, Events and Travel will be just some of the many categories we
will be looking for. Points awarded throughout the year with a look for the “Best of
Lakewood” by the end of the year! Photographers get those cameras ready!

e R

.

Before winter took a break. Photos of Lakewood Park by Jacob Chabowski.

Thread Title Author Posts Reads Date
New Valet Service? Jim O’Bryan 14 609  MonJan22
Three Arches Foundation Board of Directors 1 879  Mon Jan 22
A Few Things That Brian Essi 16 991 Mon Jan 22
Sam O’Leary “APPRECIATES”?
Here Comes The Floods Again... Jim O’Bryan 2 322 Sun Jan 21
LHF Now Three Arches Foundation 20 1257  SunJan21
Fauna - In and around Lakewood Jim 0’Bryan 121 21363  SunJan 21

LHS History Club Presents on Vikings Christine Gordillo 1 153 Sun Jan 21
Gangs(Rafter) Stopping Cars 1 644 Sun Jan 21
In Metro Park This Weekend
Fake News? “How Democracies Die” 1 195 Sun Jan 21
IMAGE-IN LAKEWOOD 287 47670  SatJan 20
School Board Pitches Taxpayer Brian Essi 13 711 Sat Jan 20
Funded Lakewood Community Fitness Facility
Did Lakewood Tax Department Richard Baker 2 383 FriJan 19
miss New Years
Just A Few Things That Are Great Mark Kindt 8 694 FriJan 19
About Lakewood
Free Internet Safety Parent Seminar  Jim O’Bryan 2 346  WedJan17
Lakewood Fire, Police, Rangers Jim O’Bryan 7 1322 Tue Jan 16

Spend A Sleepless Night Worrying

18514 Detroit Avenue,
Lakewood, Ohio 44107

) phone:216.521.7684
fax: 216-521-9518
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SATURDAY 11A.M.T0 2 PM.
ALA CARTE BREAKFAST AND LUNCH FEATURING:

AMERICA'S VERY FIRST "CREATE YOUR OWN BLOODY MARY BAR"

SUNDAY 10 A.M.TO 2 PM.
BRUNCH A 30-YEAR LAKEWOOD TRADITION

EGGS BENEDICT » EGGS SARDOUX « STUFFED FRENGH TOAST
POT ROAST HASH « OMELETS « FRITATAS « AND MUCH MORE!
FEATURING OUR "FAMQUS MEGA MIMOSAS™

SURROUNDED BY HI-DEF TV'S FOR ALL SPORTING EVENTS.
WHAT'S ON YOUR TV TRAY? GOURMET MEATLOAF? SAVORY POT ROAST? FRESH WALLEVE?
MAYBE ONE OF OUR VOTED BEST ON THE NORTHCOAST BURGERS?

COME AND RELAX IN A FRIENDLY COMFORTABLE ATMOSPHERE.

VIEW MENU'S AND WEEKLY SPECIALS @ WESTENDTAV.COM
MONDAY - FRIDAY 11:30A.M. - 2:30 A.M.

BIGGER BETTER HAPPY HOUR 4 -7 P.M.

Lakewood infiltrates Cleveland podcast mjkuhns 2 240 Mon Jan 15

Agostino’s, Sushi Rock Bill Call 2 327 Mon Jan 15

Man Robbed at Gunpoint Bridget Conant 7 622 Mon Jan 15
STIL

TAKEWOOD STHheD

OBSERVER BAN AL
Your Independent Source for Lakewood News & Opinion

Published twice a month with a current circulation of 10,000+ copies. The paper is made
available free of charge and can be found at over 130 business locations within the City
of Lakewood and on our website. The views and opinions expressed in this publication do
not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the publisher and staff. Copyright 2018
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Become an Observer!

As a product of citizen journalism, The Lakewood Observer is looking for people, ages 3-100,
to get involved in the paper and the city. We are looking for volunteer writers, photographers,
designers, and illustrators to help with the production of the paper. It does not matter if you are
a professional or amateur, our editorial staff will be glad to help you through the process.
Register to our website Member Center where you can submit stories, press releases, letters to the
editor, photos. No need to register to post online calendar or classified ads.
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Making Electronic Media
Accessible For Seniors

by Barry Wemyss

Most of us clearly recognize that
internet accessibility has become a
necessity of modern life. We pay our
bills; we make purchases; we stay in
touch with friends and family, as well
as keep up with what is going on in
the world. However, with the pace of
change in electronic media, it can be
challenging for many of us to stay up-
to-date on new developments. Small
wonder then, that many seniors can
be left feeling out of the loop. The
Lakewood Division of Aging and the
Lakewood Public Library have agreed
to combine forces to help seniors
develop those essential computer lit-
eracy skills that we all need, in order to
cope in 2018 and beyond.

A staff person from Lakewood

LHS Cellist
Selected For
National
Orchestra

continued from page 1

Dr. Hankins said. “She is not only tal-
ented, but dedicated to her music, so this
honor is richly deserved. I am very proud
of Grace as are her orchestra and high
school colleagues.”

Public Library will be available to meet
with seniors at the Lawther Center in
Lakewood on the Second Tuesday of
every month. Individual assistance
will be offered from 9:00 AM to 11:00
AM by appointment. Make your res-
ervation for this free service by calling
the Lawther Center at 216-521-1515.
Seniors will get the help they need,
whether the issue is some basic trou-
getting their
phone or tablet programmed, or just
learning more about the features, and
figuring out how to get onto Facebook,
Instagram or Twitter. This would also
be a great opportunity for those who
might want to try paying bills or doing
some shopping online. Give us a call,
and schedule an appointment to get
started.

ble-shooting, smart

Stuff the Subaru For
My Best Friend's Bowl 2018

continued from page 1

where they belong.

My Best Friend’s Bowl is a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization founded
in February 2011 under the direction
of The Lakewood Foundation. It is
not funded or controlled by any gov-

ernmental or national animal welfare
organizations. Your contribution is
tax deductible as allowed by law. Mail-
ing address 16024 Madison Avenue
- Lakewood OH 44107 216-482-0646
www.mybestfriendsbowllakewood.

com. You can also follow us on face-
book.

Big fan of Lakewood, Dennis Kucinich at his announcement.

Kucinich Runs For Governor

by Daniel McCarthy

On Wednesday January 17, 2018
at the Middleburg Heights, Ohio
Community Center Mayor Gary
Starr introduced Dennis Kucinich
as a candidate for Ohio Gover-
nor. He described Dennis Kucinich
as his "go to guy" and dramatized
that by recounting a moment when
Kucinich was in Congress and Mid-
dleburg Hts. stood to lose dozens

of federal jobs with the closing of
an office there. He reached out and
soon after Congressman Kucinich
called him from his Washington
D.C. office, where he had the Direc-
tor of the department sitting with
him. He said, “Gary, your jobs are
saved.” Mayor Starr asked those in
attendance, “When you are out of
options, who do you call?” They
answered, “Dennis!”

Free Tax Assistance Available At
Lakewood Division Of Aging

by Barry Wemyss

Tax season is upon us once again,
whether we like it or not. This year,
why not have your federal and state
taxes prepared safely, quickly, reliably
and affordably? In 2018, the Lakewood
Division of Aging and AARP will once
again be offering a tax preparation
clinic at the Lawther Center, 16024
Madison Ave. There are no age or resi-
dency restrictions for this free service,
and trained AARP volunteers will be
on hand to process and file your simple
federal and state returns electronically.

The Lakewood Division of Aging
will welcome AARP, as they offer tax

clinics, running from Monday, Feb-
ruary 5th, through Tuesday, April 10,
2018. Clinics will be held on Mondays
and Tuesdays, from 12:00 PM to 4:00
PM. The Lawther Center will be closed
on Monday, February 19th, in honor of
the Presidents Day holiday. Please note:
this year’s tax clinic will be by reserva-
tion only. Beginning Tuesday, January
2nd, appointments can be scheduled by
calling 216-521-1515. The reservation
line will be answered from 8:00 AM
to 5:00 PM, Monday through Friday.
Division of Aging staff will answer any
other questions you might have at the
time the reservation is scheduled.

Lunch & Learn

January 31, 2018 | 11:30 a.m.

Julie Nations, MetroHealth
“The changing healthcare delivery system &
how it impacts YOU”

Complimentary lunch
Assisted Living
4th Floor Education Room

Please R.S.V.P. to Tammy Sibert
(216) 912-0800 by January 29, 2018

BAY VILLAGE | FAIRVIEW PARK | LAKEWOOD | NORTH OLMSTED | NORTH RIDGEVILLE

O’Neill
Healthcare

LAKEWOOD
1381 Bunts Road
ONeillHC.com

Celebrating Over 10 Years of Community Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Lakewood Public Library

Calendar Of Events

compiled by Elaine Rosenberger

Wednesday, January 24

“The World in Your Backyard: Immigrants and Refugees Yesterday,
Today, and Tomorrow”

Presentation by Kenneth J. Kovach

The purpose of the World in Your Backyard Program is to increase cultural awareness and
bridge-building among neighbors in diverse communities of Northeast Ohio and introduce to
these communities a wide range of “cultural ambassadors” who are available to make presen-
tations to these communities to help residents connect with their diverse neighbors.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Saturday, January 27

Film - “The Great Gatsby” (2013) Directed by Baz Luhrmann
Would-be writer Nick Carraway (Tobey Maguire) moves to New York City during the
roaring twenties in order to pursue the American dream. His new neighbor is the mysterious
millionaire Jay Gatsby (Leonardo DiCaprio), who is known for his lavish parties. Nick quickly
finds himself drawn into Gatsby’s wealthy world of illusion, love and deceit. Based on the 1925
novel by F. Scott Fitzgerald, this film continues our series of movies based on books.

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Sunday, January 28

Concert - The Hollywood Slim Band

The Hollywood Slim Band is a unique member of Cleveland’s blues family. The band
has been entertaining Clevelanders with their swing/jazz/blues music for over 40 years and
still enjoys adding arrangements to their repertoire. The band plays rhythm & blues and
jazz styles from the 1930s through the 1960s, and gives some of the arrangements their own

touch with their three part vocal harmonies.

2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Tuesday, January 30
Author Event - “You’re Welcome, Cleveland: How I Helped Lebron
James Win a Championship and Save a City” by Scott Raab

Scott Raab’s big-hearted companion to his darkly comic “sports-jeremiad-slash-mem-
oir” “The Whore of Akron” follows the first two years of LeBron James’s return to Cleveland,
where everybody just loves a good story of forgiveness—especially when you fulfill your
promise and bring home an NBA Championship. “You’re Welcome, Cleveland” is the story
of both LeBron’s and Scott’s redemption as they pursue the one thing they crave more than
anything in life—an NBA title for the city that made them men.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Wednesday, January 31
Lakewood Historical Society, A History of Medications

Presentation by Tom Strong
We have come a long way from the development of the first pharmaceutical drugin 1898:
Bayer Aspirin. Bayer was the accessible, over-the-counter remedy everyone knew. Tom
Strong, health educator and patient advocate, will take us from these humble beginnings
through the evolution of drugs over the past one hundred years. Strong will cover not only
how medication has dramatically changed the treatment of disease, but also the dark side of
prescription medications, their side effects, costs and scandals.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Thursday, February 1
Author Event - “Mars Girls” by Mary Turzillo

Nanoannie is bored living on colonized Mars with her parents, sister, and holo-cat.
When Kapera, a friend from online school, shows up at her Pharm asking for help, Nanoan-
nie is quick to jump in the rover, but the girls soon find that this adventure is more than they
bargained. Turzillo’s 1999 Nebula-winner, “Mars Is No Place for Children” is read on the
International Space Station, and her poetry collection, Lovers & Killers, won the 2013 Elgin
Award. Books will be available for sale and signing at the event.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Thursday, February 1
Book Discussion: “Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American
City” Led by Dr. Roland Anglin

Ten million households in America spend more than half of their income on rent and
utilities. Libraries across the county will discuss the book “Evicted: Poverty and Profit in
the American City” by Matthew Desmond. Evicted follows the plights of eight Milwau-
kee families as they struggle financially in the midst of appalling poverty and exploitation
by unscrupulous landlords. Leading our discussion of Evicted is Dr. Roland V. Anglin, the
Dean of Cleveland State University’s Maxine Goodman Levin College of Urban Affairs. Join
us in finding real solutions to our housing crisis and in celebrating the power of books to
create a stronger community. This literature discussion is part of the Cleveland Community
Read and is sponsored by libraries throughout the greater Cleveland area and by The City
Club of Cleveland.

7:00 p.m. in the Madison Branch Auditorium

Children & Youth Events

compiled by Eric Knapp

Sunday, January 28, 2018

This Land is Your Land: Family Story Times about Diversity
For you and your birth through 8-year-old child
Story time features age-appropriate book on various social justice issues, including dis-
cussion and activities. This session’s theme is Immigrant Justice. Registration required.

3:30 p.m. in the Main Library Activity Room.

Sunday, January 28, 2018
Lakewood LEGO® League

For youth in kindergarten through fifth grade (caregivers welcome)

Use LPLs collection of Lego® Bricks and your own imagination to create fabulous new
structures and designs each month. No registration, but numbered tickets will be given out
first-come, first-served.

6:00 p.m. = 7:30 p.m. in the Main Library Activity Room.

Saturday, February 3
Film - “The Color Purple” (1985) Directed by Steven Spielberg

An uneducated woman named Celie (Whoopi Goldberg) lives in the rural American
south. For black women in the early twentieth century the era was marked by domestic vio-
lence, poverty and racism. Celie embodies all of these struggles and more. After being raped
by her father and giving birth to two children as a result, Celie accepts a life of servitude. The
struggles continue as Celie is separated from her sister Nettie (Akosua Busia) and forced into
abrutal marriage to “Mister” (Danny Glover). Based on the 1982 novel by Alice Walker, this
film continues our series of movies based on books.

6:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Sunday, February 4

Performance - Keep Talking

Originally starting out as a way for comedians to tell stories that didn’t quite fit with
their open mic setlists, Keep Talking has grown a serious audience for their monthly shows
in the basement bar of the Happy Dog, Underdog. For one Sunday only stories will be told
in the Library basement as well! Keep Talking features about five storytellers, all of whom
have submitted and had their stories approved in advance by organizers Zachariah Durr of
Cleveland and Adam Richard of Medina. Something that sets this storytelling performance
apart is that the theme is always changing, as well as the people telling the stories.

2:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Tuesday, February 6
Author Event - “The Family Gene: A Mission to Turn My Deadly

Inheritance into a Hopeful Future” by Joselin Linder

When Joselin Linder was in her twenties her legs suddenly started to swell. After years of
misdiagnoses, doctors discovered a deadly blockage in her liver. Struggling to find an expla-
nation for her unusual condition, Joselin compared the medical chart of her father, who had
died from a mysterious disease ten years earlier, with that of an uncle who had died under
similarly strange circumstances. Delving further into the past, she discovered that her great-
grandmother had displayed symptoms similar to hers before her death. The Family Gene is
an important story of a young woman reckoning with her father’s death, her own mortality
and her ethical obligations to herself and those closest to her. Books will be available for sale
and signing at the event.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium

Wednesday, February 7
Coast Line Poetry Reading Series

Readings by Mary Biddinger, Caryl Pagel and Michelle R. Smith

Akron poet Mary Biddinger is the author of five books of poetry including “Prairie
Fever,” the chapbook “Saint Monica, O Holy Insurgency,” “A Sunny Place with Adequate
Water,” “Small Enterprise” and a collaboration with Jay Robinson titled “The Czar.” She is
also the co-editor of a volume of essays, “The Monkey and the Wrench: Essays into Con-
temporary Poetics.” Caryl Pagel is the author of two collections of poetry: “Twice Told” and
“Experiments I Should Like Tried At My Own Death.” Michelle R. Smith is an Afro-Black
writer, educator, feminist and media activist. Her first published volume of poetry is “Ariel
in Black” on Guide to Kulchur (GTK) Press.

7:00 p.m. in the Main Library Auditorium
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Lakewood Public Library
“MTA: The Family Gene” By

Author Of

“Crescent City Crimes”
Reveals New Orleans’

Dark Side

by Amy Kloss

New Orleans evokes images of the
French Quarter, Cajun cuisine, revelers
partying during Mardi Gras and jazz.
Local author Charles Cassady, Jr. has a
different take on the Big Easy in his book
“Crescent City Crimes: Old New Orleans
1718-1918.” He examines the first two cen-
turies of the underbelly of New Orleans
history - its pirates, smugglers, murderers
and notorious red light district.

Cassady, a writer, critic and photog-
rapher, will present his newest book in
the Main Library Auditorium on Tues-
day, February 13 at 7 p.m. A graduate

Author Charles Cassady, Jr.

of Syracuse University with a degree in
Journalism, Cassady wrote radio comedy
for the Cleveland City Club, ads for the
International Film Festival and columns
in three Cleveland-area newspapers,
but he also made a habit of studying the
occultand bizarre historical events. “Rip-
ley's Believe-It-Or-Not” was a constant
companion growing up. His fascination
with the paranormal inspired him to
write books about Cleveland ghosts and
Great Lakes folklore, as well as "Paranor-
mal Mississippi River."

Cassady’s study of the Mississippi
River led him to the subject of New
Orleans and the publication of “Crescent
City Crimes” in 2017. Founded in 1718 by
the French, the city was sold to the United
States in 1803 as part of the Louisiana Pur-

Restarat Caeaing ad Taeat

Making life simple...
Catering from
Italian Creations

216-226-2282

16104 Hilliard Road e Lakewood
www.ItalianCreation.com

Italian and Classical American Cuisine

CCITY

chase. From its earliest days, New Orleans

has been a stew of cultures and beliefs.
Voodoo mixed with Catholicism; French,
Native American, African and Creole
populations; piracy; slavery — this unique
mix created the city and its culture. In his
book, Cassady calls the early history of
New Orleans “200 years of being one of
the most unique, colorful, maddening,
and tempestuous and unconventional cit-
ies in the Union.” “Crescent City Crimes”
details some of that madness.

Join Cassady at Lakewood Public

Library on February 13 to learn more
about his view of early New Orleans’
history. Books will be available for sale
and signing at the event.
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Joselin Linder
by Lisa Calfee

People in Joselin Linder’s family
have been dying from strange, agoniz-
ing symptoms for generations. Without
diagnosis or cure, doctors and loved
ones have had no choice but to watch
helplessly as the same ruthless pattern
took its deadly course time and again.

In Linder’s new biography, "The
Family Gene," she searches her family’s
past, struggles with her own coming of
age and leans into the future of genetic
research when she begins to suffer from
the same telltale symptoms of her dad,
great-uncle and great-grandmother.

The author is visiting Lakewood
Public Library on Tuesday, February 6,
2018 at 7 p.m. as part of our Meet the
Author series. The event takes place in
the Main Library Basement Auditorium.

by Marge Foley

‘Working on the Linder family’s case for
over twenty years is Dr. Christine Seidman,
the head of a group of world-class genetic
researchers at Harvard Medical School. The
mystery begins to unfold when it is con-
firmed that fourteen of Joselin’s relatives
carried a brand new genetic mutation.

From biography to medical detec-
tive novel, "The Family Gene" will have
you turning pages to answer how a
family copes with such a deadly inher-
itance, if research finds a cure and
whether Joselin emerges victor, victim
or somewhere in the middle.

Joselin Linder is a writer living in
Brooklyn. She is a regular contribu-
tor to the New York Post and Morning
Edition, among other media outlets.
Books will be available for sale and
signing at the event.

Sharing The Dream

Thesebeautifulhandmadecards
were crafted by students attending
a program at the Lakewood Pub-
lic Library on Martin Luther King,
Jr. Day. After stories and a song
celebrating King’s life and legacy,
the participants had fun making a
greeting card to warm the hearts of
nursing home residents. The cards
will be distributed to folks living in
a facility in Lakewood. Each child

Liberty Looks
BOE Property

continued from page 1

torical facade of the East Rockport
Central School building at 1456 War-
ren, where the Recreation Department
was housed until recently.

Liberty will pay $500,000 for the
properties and plans to invest approxi-
mately $8 million in renovations. State
law dictates that the money be placed in
a capital improvement fund. Work will
begin first on the 1456 property, which
will be renovated into modern office
space. The Board must vacate that
building by June 2018. Board employ-
ees will be able to remain in the 1470
Warren building until August 2019
under a lease agreement that includes
six free months. After the 1456 Warren
renovation is complete, the Board will
have the option to lease the space for its
Central Office operations.

Besides preservation of the East
other
parameters set out by the Board
included:

Rockport building exterior,

+ Ensure the safety and security of
Grant Elementary School

+ Purchase price

+ Guarantee occupancy for cur-
rent Board offices for minimum 12-18
months

* Return of tax paying property to
the tax duplicate

In regards to the parameters, a
recent property adjustment between

tk home a booklet about the llfe
of Dr. King to cut and color, a song
sheet, and a bookmark.

To Purchase
On Warren

the Board and Grant properties ensures
a buffer will be created on the stretch
of Victoria Avenue directly across from
the school to minimize any additional
traffic. While Liberty has not deter-
mined its plan for the 1470 property,
it is likely that portion of the complex
will become tax-paying space.

“The proposed contract allows us
to remain in downtown Lakewood in
renovated office space without going to
voters for funding,” said Superinten-
dent Jeff Patterson. He also noted that
the space for the Board’s administra-
tive operations will shrink from 30,000
square feet to 10,000 square feet, signif-
icantly cutting overall operating costs.

Board President Edward Favre
commented that he was pleased that
the process to select a developer was
consistent with what the Board said it
would do at the outset of the Facilities
Master Plan. “This deal accomplishes
our goal of putting some of our prop-
erty back into the tax base,” Favre
said. Liberty CEO & co-founder Tom
Kuluris, whose company is develop-
ing McKinley Place, is eager to start his
next Lakewood project: “We are very
proud and honored to be selected...and
are very excited to bring this property
to its next life.”

Celebrating Over 10 Years of Community Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Ed Favre School Board President Comments On Coming Year

by Ed Favre

Incoming Board President Com-
ments, January 10, 2018.

I want to start by thanking the
citizens of Lakewood for allowing me
to continue on the Lakewood Board of
Education. I value their support and do
not take it for granted. I want to thank
my fellow Board Members for the oppor-
tunity to again serve as President. Being
a member of a public-school Board of
Education is a privilege provided us by
the voters who have high expectations
in an era of increasing challenges. 2018

will be another busy year.

We have been well served by our
retiring Superintendent, Jeff Patterson.
We knew this day would come, hoped
that he’d forget about it, but here we are.
Jeff, you have done outstanding work
here and your service is much appreci-
ated. You’ll be a tough act to follow.

We are embarking on one of the
most important functions a Board of
Education performs; the hiring of a new
Superintendent. Our community should
know that the reputation of this District
is very positive and well known through-

Barnstormers To Perform One-Act Plays

by Christine Gordillo

The Lakewood High School
Barnstormers Drama Club will be per-
forming a series of five, one-act plays
that are written, directed and acted by
students. The plays will be performed in

the new black box studio theater at the
high school. Performance will be held
Wednesday, January 31 and Thursday,
February 1 at 7:30 p.m.; Friday, Febru-
ary 2 at4 p.m. and 7 p.m.; and Saturday,
Februray 3 at 7:30 p.m. Admission is $5.

Student Artists Reel In
Top Regional Awards

continued from page 1

students earned Honorable Mention des-
ignations for their art.

Media Art & Design teacher Anne
McQuay believes the high number of
winners this year is a reflection of “stu-
dents creating new and exciting works
that showed their own personal vision”
and the high standards to which the
students are held.

Lakewood High Art Department
facilitator Amy Sedlak said the school
has never had so many students win so
many honors. “It goes to show that our
students take our program seriously,”
she said. Sedlak also credited the col-
laborative effort among all department
teachers to prepare the students for
each class level.

The Cleveland Institute of Art hosts
the regional competition that recognizes
creative achievement in area 7-12 grade
students. The young artists compete for
cash prizes, medals, and scholarship
awards. A panel of local professional
artists, art educators, writers, and writ-
ing educators jury the exhibit and select
the awarded pieces from nearly 3,000
entries. Students who receive Portfolio
Awards and Gold Key Awards continue
to the national competition held in the
spring in New York City.

This year’s regional winners will
be honored at an awards ceremony on
January 13 at the Cleveland Institute of
Artand their work will be on display in
the CIA’s art gallery through January.
Congratulations to all the winners and
their teachers Dayna Hansen, Anne
McQuay, Arline Olear, Autumn Sabin
and Amy Sedlak.

Gold Key Winners:
mately 7-10% of regional entries)

Sara Bitter, Digital Art (West Shore)
Jordan Bozak, Printmaking

Calvin Dolatowski, Printmaking
Solace Duval, Drawing & Illustration
Riley Geyer, Digital Art (West Shore)
Micah Inak (4), Digital Art, Design,
Drawing & Illustration (West Shore & LHS)
Kazimir Klein, Photography

(approxi-

Elyza Mihalski (4), Painting & Portfolio
Emily Perry, Drawing & Illustration
Anastasia Seckers, Drawing & Illustration
Inga Wilhelmy, Painting (Harding)
Silver Key Winners: (approximately
10-15% of regional entries)

Destiny Canant, Drawing & Illustra-
tion

Marissa Doi (2), Printmaking & Pho-
tography

Calvin Dolatowski, Drawing & Illustration
Solace Duval, Printmaking

Micah Inak (7), Mixed Media, Draw-
ing & Illustration, Painting (West
Shore & LHS)

Madisyn Kelly, Photography (West Shore)
Adalyn Mankin, Photography

Elyza Mihalski (2), Painting

Sophia Parker, Printmaking

Emily Perry - Drawing & Illustration
Avery Walffen, Digital Art (West Shore)
Fern Wentzel, Digital Art (West Shore)
Inga Wilhelmy- Painting (Harding)
Honorable Mention:

Jordan Bozak, Printmaking

Morgaine Brennan, Printmaking
Maizy Cunningham (2), Photography
Caitlin Gang, Printmaking

Riley Geyer, Photography (West Shore)
Micah Inak (4), Design, Drawing &
Ilustration (LHS & West Shore)
Evelyn Jenkins, Drawing & Illustration
Madisyn Kelly, Photography (West Shore)
Kazimir Klein, Photography

Evan Koster (2), Photography, Film &
Animation (West Shore)

Alexandra Larson (2), Film & Anima-
tion, Design (West Shore)

Veronica Lee, Drawing & Illustration
Autumn Lods, Drawing & Illustration
Husam Mafargeh (2), Printmaking,
Drawing & Illustration

Faiza Manaa, Drawing & Illustration
Seth Marroquin, Design (West Shore)
Erin McHugh, Drawing & Illustration
Bella Smith, Photography

Chloe Soneson, Mixed Media

Lillian Utrata (2)— Drawing & Illustration
Fern Wentzel (2), Printmaking, Film &
Animation (LHS & West Shore)

Inga Wilhelmy, Painting (Harding)
Lalia Williams — Mixed Media

out the State of Ohio, and beyond. We
expect our search will result in another
highly qualified Superintendent. As part
of this process, there will be public lis-
tening sessions on January 17 and 18. We
hope to announce who our new superin-
tendent will be in March.

2018 will mark the completion of
the rebuilding of every Lakewood City
School; the largest construction proj-
ect in the history of Lakewood. This
14-year process, delayed by the reces-
sion of 2008 and interruption of State
facilities funding, affords Lakewood
students and staff facilities second to
none for high quality instruction and
learning. Although the construction
will be done, the challenge will now be
to better care for and maintain these
new facilities rather than band aid
and get by with the old, worn out. Our
community rightfully expects us to
take good care of what we asked them
to finance. If we hope for their contin-
ued support, we cannot fail to do so.

The relocation of the Recreation &
Education Department to the high school
continues the Board’s 90-year commit-
ment to recreation in Lakewood. The new
Fitness Facility complements the other
indoor facilities we previously commit-
ted for increased public use as part of the
facilities project. The new indoor track is a
vast improvement over the one many will
recall was in the old West Gym of the 1918
Lakewood High School building. And,
it also will be open to the public during
non-instructional times. We again thank
First Federal of Lakewood for partnering
in our facilities.

Yet to be done is the relocation
of Central Office on Warren Road.
Moving the Recreation & Education
Department to the high school campus
reduces the amount of administrative
square footage needed. We are working
with a developer to keep and incorpo-
rate the historic 1879 Rockport School
portion of the building and occupy it
as an intermediate location. Going for-
ward, we will also be considering the
sale and disposition of the Taft Ele-
mentary site and future use of the 1907
Franklin Elementary building.

We are fortunate that Lakewood
has outstanding teachers and support
staff that do great work with our stu-
dents. Lakewood teachers are second
to none in educating students from

Ed Favre, Lakewood Board of Education
President 2018.
all walks of life. We continue to offer

many and varied programs and cur-
riculars for all our students, regardless
of their abilities, like no other district.

The District recently received a
Universal Prekindergarten grant to
increase the existing preschool program
at Harrison Elementary. Such programs
have been met with great acceptance
and success. All day programs are grow-
ing and available in nearby schools and
districts and we should seek to fund and
move in that direction.

Unfortunately, we will continue to
deal with Ohio’s flawed state funding
process for public education. 40 years
ago, the State legislature created the
flat funding process that guarantees
deficits and has been declared uncon-
stitutional 4 times. During that time,
the State has increased requirements,
increased questionable standards, and
related costs. In addition, public edu-
cation dollars have been diverted to
private and often poorly run businesses
that target easy to educate, profitable
students. It’s a decades long State fiasco
that has created the inevitable need for
school districts throughout Ohio to
request additional local operating lev-
ies. 2018 is a state election year and now
is the time to ask campaigning candi-
dates what their plan is to repair the
problem their predecessors created.

In these times of government mis-
trust, we will go the extra mile to be up
front, open, honest, and candid with
our community and constituents.

Going forward, maintaining what we
have, and getting better at what we do, will
be even more challenging. We are fortu-
nate to have a committed community and
talented people within the organization
needed to make this happen.

BENTLEY

WEALTH MANAGEMENT OF

RAYMOND JAMES®

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145
0 440.801.1629 // C 216.513.0933 // F 440.801.1636
www.bentleywealthmanagement.com // michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16
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Ranger Winter Sports Update

by Mike Deneen

The winter sports season is in
high gear, so here are some updates on
the LHS varsity teams. Both basket-
ball teams are on winning streaks, the
hockey team is having a strong season,
and the wrestlers won a rivalry match
on the road.
BOYS BASKETBALL

The Rangers topped North Rid-
geville on the road last Friday, lifting
their season record to 8-2. Junior
Tommy Sala led Lakewood with 22
points in the 62-41 victory. Senior
Jacob Sala had 19 points in the
game, and senior Liam Doup had 11.
Lakewood is now 6-1 in Southwest-
ern Conference play. Their next home
game will be January 30 at 7:15 p.m.
against Olmsted Falls. The Bulldogs
are the only team to beat Lakewood in
SWC play this year, taking a 41-38 deci-
sion on December 15.
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Lakewood won its sixth straight

game on Saturday afternoon at

Lakewood Gym. The Rangers beat
North Ridgeville 51-48 in overtime.
The Rangers played without starters

M-F 7:30a-7:30p

The Rangers girls hoops team is on a six game winning streak.

Isabel Cintron and Christian Massey,
both of whom were injured in an on-
court collision in the previous game.
Senior Olivia Nagy had 30 points to lead
the Rangers, and seniors Mary Lavelle
and Courtney Ribar each scored seven.
Lavelle started in place of Massey, and
Ribar switched to point guard in the
absence of Cintron. They return to
action Wednesday, January 24th with

Sat. 7:30a-1:30p

a home game against Amherst. Junior
Varsity is scheduled for 6 p.m., varsity
at 7:15 p.m..
ICE HOCKEY

The Ranger icers are having a fine
season, as they hold an 8-1 record in
the Blue South division of the Greater
Cleveland High School Hockey League.
They dominated a pair of games last
weekend, beating Brush and May-
field. Friday night they defeated Brush
10-0 at the Cleveland Heights ice rink.
Then on Saturday they returned home
to Serpentini Arena to beat Mayfield
6-0. Sophomore twins Rob and Will
Holden continue to make a big impact
on the program. Rob has served as the
team's goalie, while Will is a leading
goal scorer. Mac McFarlin is another

NEW
PATIENTS

17500 Madison Ave.
Dr. Kevin Marshall

55

Payment due at time of service. Not valid with any other offer, discount or program/plan. Expires 3/31/2018.

major scoring threat, while Patrick
Gilman and Jonas Hupcey lead the
defensemen. The Rangers host their
final home game of the season on Sat-
urday night, when they face Brooklyn
at 7 p.m. at Winterhurst Arena. It will
be senior night, where this year's grad-
uating players will be recognized at a
pregame ceremony.
WRESTLING

The Rangers traveled to John Mar-
shall last Friday, where they defeated
the Lawyers 60-24 in a dual matchup.
Marshall is the defending Senate League
champion, and is a contender for the
title again this year. Lakewood won
nine matches by pin. Among the Ranger
winners was Jayden Jackson, who won
his match in the 152 pound weight class.
The team will host Normandy and John
Adams on February 8 at the LHS gym.
Action will begin at 6pm.
GYMNASTICS

The team competed at the "Rock
and Roll Classic" on January 13th at
Brecksville-Broadview Heights High
School. Senior Caitlin Cimino won
the all-around title, and the Rangers
finished second as a team. The team
will host its final home meet on Janu-
ary 30th at 6:30 p.m. at Horace Mann
Elementary. They will welcome Twins-
burg, Magnificat, Rocky River, Holy
Name, Avon Lake and Eastlake North.
It will be Senior Night, where this
year's seniors will be recognized for
their contributions to the program.

Exam & X-Rays
$185 Value!

We accept Medicaid, most insurances and offer financing!
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Lakewood Cares

An interactive winter festival
featuring the work of local
artists and craftspeople, food
trucks, ice wine tastings, live
music and outdoor activities.

| January 27th and 28th, 2018

9 -3pm on Saturday
11 - 3pm on Sunday

at the Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds
164 Eastiand Rd, Berea OH 44017

i %__\ rthcoast
Ih.E ALIAMERICAN & romotions Inc.
sy, BOTTER PROTECTION 2165708201 wumsnorthcoastpromo.com

St. James Anglican
Catholic Church

1861 East 55th St.
at Payne Ave. in Cleveland

Sung Mass 10:30 a.m. Sundays

Parties 'n' us

The Private Party Center for kids!
Consult our website for additional YBRINGING FAMILIES TOGRTHER!
information and services S
www.saintjamescleveland.com ISy S B S abtciing wus, It
6-431.3252 www,partiesruscleveland.com
21 440-502-5151

When you walk through the door,
you know you are home.

Make us your NEW
home this Winter!

Senists

12400 Madison Ave. « Lakewood, Ohio
216-226-7575
TTY 1-800-750-0750

Roman Fountain is one of the most
well-known and loved pizzeria in
Lakewood, Ohio. Roman Fountain has

At Roman Fountain you can find all your favorites:

o .
been serving up pizza since the mid 1950's iz * Su_bs
with award winning pizza, calzone, e Calzones e Wings
stromboli, subs, pasta, wings, and salads. e Stromboli . Appetizers
[ )
Whether carryout or delivery, we provide Salads ° Dfesserts
e Pasta e  Dinners

your family with the freshest of toppings
(over 25 to choose from) on our pizza. With
dough and sauce made daily from our own
recipe and freshly grated blend of mozzarella
& provolone cheese, we provide a great pizza
for you and your family

To see our menu or coupons please go to
www.romanfountain.com
Or stop by at
15603 Detroit Ave
Near the corner of Lakeland Ave

Call us at 216-221-6633

LAHEWI]IJD

WOMEN'S CLUE

Deadline Looming:

Thursday, ay mfh 2018

(_m{:rgefou-'ﬂﬂ-om

18515 Detroit Avenue

Lakewood, Ohio

Lakewood Women’s Club Seeking Nominations For
Exceptional Women Living Or Working In Lakewood

By Kristy Feyedelem
LWC Public Relations &
Head Chair of PR board for WHW

The Lakewood Women’s Club will
be accepting nominations for excep-
tional women in our community only
until Friday, January 26th!

Do you know an emerging leader
who has already inspired others around
them by their actions and motivation?
How about an established leader who
has made great contributions in our
community and paved the way for oth-
ers to carry on their good works?

We need women like you to nomi-
nate other women who they believe are
one of the two types of women above. All
the women nominated will be honored
and presented at our 2nd annual Spring
fundraiser, “Women Honoring Women,”
on Thursday, May 10, 2018 at Georgetown
Vosh in Lakewood, Ohio. The event will
recognize outstanding women whose
charitable and civic service has made an
exceptional impact in Lakewood, Ohio.

The Women Honoring Women
awards will recognize women for a vari-
ety of accomplishments from career to
volunteer and philanthropic endeavors.

In addition, a college scholarship
award will be presented to an out-
standing young woman who has made

a significant impact in the community.

Additional proceeds raised will go
to this years non-profit recipient, GiGis
Playhouse on Detroit Rd, in Lakewood.

Award categories include:

Emerging Leader

This award honors a woman who is
early in her efforts but shows ambition
and promise of reaching unconven-
tional goals.
steady growth and leadership skills.
She is willing to take risks, inspires and
motivates others.
and excelled under challenges and
demonstrated perseverance.

Distinguished Leader

This award honors a seasoned
woman who has demonstrated
outstanding contributions to her com-
munity over a period of time. She is a
role model, community leader, men-
tor, or has broken new ground. She is
an agent for change who, through her
accomplishments, will continue prog-
ress for those around her.

ALL NOMINATIONS ARE DUE
BY FRIDAY, JANUARY 26, 2018

To download a nomination form
please visit: http://bit.ly/ WomenHon-
oringWomen2018

For more information, please also visit
https://lakewoodwomensclub.weebly.com.

She has demonstrated

She has overcome

NUW OPEN‘ SUNDAYS'

;1

« Cleveland

MAGAZINE ™
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Comfort Dental Welcoming
Patients In Lakewood
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Left-to-right Dr. Kevin Marhsall, Lakewood Mayor Mike Summers, and Dr. Eric
Morrison cut the ribbon to open the new Lakewood Comfort Dental office.

Burger At Coffee Pot, GREAT!

by George Kaull

I have had many a great breakfast
at the Coffee Pot up in Birdtown, but
it had been a while since I had lunch
there. I remember they had a good
burger so a chance to get one for free
from Foodwood, and the Lakewood
Observer was all I needed to take a
break from work in Rocky River and
head over to the Coffee Pot.

WOWI!!I! Was that a good burger!!!
A Cajun Blue Burger from the menu,
done medium rare. It was a big burger
done perfectly. Not only was it a big
burger for the price it came spiced per-
fectly. Hot but not too hot, just spicy
enough to remind me of my time down
in the Big Easy, New Orleans! More
crumbled blue cheese than most restau-
rants put on a full dinner salad, and the
quality and taste really offset the burger
once again to perfection. The waitress
was young, and very pleasant, offering
all sorts of nice additions. Onions? Red?
White? Grilled? Raw? Mayonnaise? Let-

tuce? Tomato? One Slice? Two? Any
other cheeses? Grilled Bun? Really it was
almost overwhelming. When it came,
it looked perfect and tasted better. The
fries were done a little on the crispy side
which I like, some may not, but it was a
great meal worth the drive over, and kept
me filled all afternoon. I am definitely
heading back. Great breakfasts, with the
best home fries, and now great burgers.
Check it out. Total cost with a can of
Coke, under $10 but I left a big tip!

The Coffee Pot is open Tuesday -
Sunday from 6am until 3pm. Not open
for dinner, but they are thinking of
bringing it back as business has been so
good and growing with the upturn in
young people in Birdtown and the sur-
rounding area.

Coffee Pot

12415 Madison Avenue

216.226.6443

Thanks George, and thank you Food-
wood for paying George’s bill! OK That
was easy and painless, who is next?

The Bookshop In Lakewood Is Moving!
Celebrate With 20% OFF Everything!

THE BOOK SHOP

by Colin Brown

Well,
3% years in this, our first location!
I REALLY was not sure we would
weather the storm of our first year.
We opened with a $5,000 loan and
starter stock pulled from my personal
book collection, and have managed to
keep rolling our sales back into mak-
ing slow improvements for the shop.
The surrounding neighborhood has
been wonderful to us, and I hope they
find us again as we shift seven blocks
East down Madison. Our last day open

it has been a fantastic

in this location will be Saturday 1/27,
and we are running a SALE until we
close. EVERYTHING in the shop is
20% OFF, and while there are no guar-
antees, I will consider offers made on
collectable titles. The shop weighs
about 5 TONS, and I would really like
to see some of these shelves empty out
before I have to box and transfer them.

We will be re-opening on the
block between Elmwood Bakery and
Malley’s, on the North side of the
street, hopefully in early March. See
you there, and happy reading!

by Kevin Coughlin

Dr. Kevin Marshall has opened
the new Comfort Dental office in
Lakewood. America’s largest dental
franchise company, Comfort Dental’s
mission is to expand access to care by
making it affordable and convenient.

Conveniently located at 17500
Madison Avenue, Dr. Marshall is now
accepting new patients and can be
reached at 216-302-2401. Walk-ins are
welcomed.

“Comfort Dental has
pioneer in supporting local, dentist-
owned offices that provide affordable

been a

care to all types of patients,” said Dr.
Marshall. “Like most dentists, we treat
patients with private insurance. Unlike
most dentists, we treat Medicaid and
uninsured patients as well."

New patients are just $19 includ-
ing exam and x-rays (payment due at
time of service). Generally, Comfort
Dental’s fees are 25% - 30% less when
compared with other dentists.

“Even if you have no insurance,
we offer our own Gold Plan,” Dr. Mar-

shall added. “Gold Plan patients pay
40% - 50% less than they would with
other dentists.”

Comfort Dental offers extended
regular office hours including Mon-
day-Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.,,
Saturdays, 7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., and
24-hour emergency access.

“Offering during hours that fit into
the lives of working families is important
to us,” Marshall said. “That’s why we are
open into the evening and on Saturdays.”

Marshall and his wife recently
moved to the area after practicing in
Colorado for many years.

“The lack of access for many
patients to dental care made com-
ing here a no-brainer,” said Marshall.
“Comfort Dental’s dentists are fast
becoming one of the biggest Medicaid
and uninsured providers in Ohio. We
are happy to be in Lakewood and look-
ing forward to growing the practice.”

To schedule your appointment
with Dr. Marshall, call 216-302-2401.
To learn more about Comfort Dental,
visit ComfortDental.com.

MON. - THURS. 7:30AM - 7PM
FRI. SAT. 7:30AM - 9PM
SUNDAY NOON - 5PM

Holiday Gift Baskets
For Work or Friends

Sign Up & Check Our Website

For Our Special Wine & Beer Tasting
Front Porch Dinners

Rozi'’s Front Porch
Calé service emds 15 minutes prior ‘lmhs.
NOW OPEN!

Select a bottle (or glass)of wine or
draft beer from our Café Menu
Or Browse
Cleveland's #1 Rated Wine Store
and choose any bottle of wine or
beer from the shelves and take
it back to the porch to enjoy.

Over 200 Wines & Beers To Sample
www.rozis.com (Event Calendar)

(porch rental available - please call
216-221-1119)

Time To Plan Your Holiday Parties

amd consider your corporate and
personal gifts, Call us for suggestions!

WWW.rozis.com

WE SHIP WORLDWIDE
14900 Detroit Ave. + 216.221.1119

Thank-you for making Rozi’s Wine House, Inc.

Northeast Ohio’s #1 Ranked Wine Store (Cleveland & Scene Magazines )
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Lakewood Is Entertainment

And You Too:

Reviews Of Recent Releases By

Local Bands, Pt.

Disclaimer: Record reviews are a
tricky business. It's one thing to enjoy
music, but to, like, pick out what you
like about it? That being said, if  review
your thing and I didn't like something,
don't feel too bad. My opinion doesn't
matter all that much.

Choke Chains - Trace Amounts -
Heel Turn Records - 8 songs - LP

Heel Turn forgot my press release
for this one, so to find out the "current/
past affiliations” for Choke Chains I
had to turn to Discogs like some sort of
commoner. So you've got Thomas Jack-
son Potter (Bantam Rooster), Lindsey
Crappor (No Bails), Mark Millionaire
(Chinese Millionaires), and bringing
the Ohio connection (besides the fact
that this is on Heel Turn), Chizz aka
Chris Butler (no, not Chris Butler from
The Waitresses, the one from Blank
Schatz). I'm gonna have to admit here
while these are all bands I know and
have listened to at one point or another,
I can't pretend that I'm that familiar
with any of them. Not purposefully, I'm
just not. So, if you want to hear how this
compares to those current/past affilia-
tions, I guess you can go read Termbo
or something. I'll just do my best. Gen-
erally musically speaking, it's garage
punk. Some tracks have a post-punk feel
("Richard Speck Lights Up The Room",
"Don't Feel Feelings") and some of them
almost get into 90s alt-rock territory (in
a good way, though)("The Tender Type,"
"I Want You To Know"). "If That Ain't
A Sin" could almost be a Gaunt song,
but it's too slow. The title tracks a real
banger as well, the vocals especially get
really frenzied. A few different singers in
the band (or one very versatile singer, I
guess that's also possible) which I like.
If we assume that the writer of the song
is also the singer, that makes Thomas
Jackson Potter the one with the real wild
style and Chizz the lower, perhaps more
ominous-sounding  vocals.
Crappor takes the lead on "I Want You
To Know," I believe (again, unless there's
one very versatile singer). The record
blows by real quick. Feels like less than
15 minutes. It very well could be, I for-

Lindsey

got to bring my stopwatch. It somehow
both feels like an appropriate length
and leaves you wanting more. A decent

NUNZIO's .
¥

Fresh Authentic Italian Cuisine
Pizza  Pasta « Sandwiches e Salads » Wings

63

quality. Oh, and props to the group for
sticking the word "feckless" in there (I
forget which song now-- "Last Time You
Were Shameless," maybe?). An under-
used word, in my opinion. 3.8/5

(heelturnrecords.com)

Shit Blimp - Dollar Dog - Cul-
tural - 2 songs - cassette, download

The third chapter in the Shit Blimp
saga follows a demo tape (don't have
it) and a 7" (also don't have it), plus a
star-making appearance in the quite
enjoyable "Enjoy Cleveland" film. Two
decent hardcore songs on here. "Dollar
Dog" has a nice crappy guitar solo and,
according to their Bandcamp page,
"Beat My Drum" features members of
Cruelster on wind instruments. That's
pretty cool. I'm not the biggest fan of
the vocal style, but hey, whatever. Since
I already mentioned "Enjoy Cleveland,"
I'll say that this is somewhere around
the Cruelster / Prison Moan part of the
spectrum, if that means anything to
you. I enjoyed this enough that I'd con-
sider purchasing the 7", so I suppose
that's a good thing, but I'm also a total
collector scumbag so perhaps I was
considering doing so anyway. Those
who follow this column and recognize
the label of this one will probably have
a burning question, and let me answer
that for you: yes, this tape is at a slower
speed than it's supposed to be. I A/B'd
the cassette and the digital version and
indeed, they do not match up. And it's
not my tape deck either, I made sure
just in case. Last time I pointed this
out to Cultural-in-chief (that one guy
from the Roobydocks), I was informed
that I was incorrect, which is pretty
much what I assumed would happen.
I'm pretty sure I'm not, but you should
make your own call, I guess. Nice art-
work from the great Nathan Ward on
this, so you should buy a copy (and
anything else Nathan does the art for)
for that alone. Still, points docked for
the speed issue. Sorry. 3.5/5

Are you a local-ish band? Do
you have a record out? Email vague-
lythreatening@gmail.com or send it
directly to Observer headquarters: The
Lakewood Observer, c/o Buzz Kom-
pier, 14900 Detroit Avenue, Suite 205,
Lakewood, OH 44107.
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SINCE 1990 * 26 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

U.S. COMMERCE ASSOCIATION
BEST OF CLEVELAND FOR 2 CONSECUTIVE YEARS
2009 & 2010

NOW SERVING 3 LOCATIONS! [
Lakewood e Fairview Park PIllA
Rocky River

OPEN:
Monday - Saturday
4pm - 3:30am

Deliveries until 3:15am

Plain

1 Item

2 Items

3 Items

4 Items
Deluxe
Extra Items

Sunday

\Ext. Cheese/Spec.Topp $1.50

Party Tray\
Half Sheet
$12.00
$13.50
$15.00
$16.50
$18.00
$19.50
$1.50
$3.50 )

Medium
8cut-12"
$8.50
$9.25
$10.00
$10.75
$11.50
$12.25
$0.75
$2.00

Small
6cut-9”
$7.00
$7.50
$8.00
$8.50
$9.00
$9.50
$0.50

Large
12 cut- 16"
$11.00
$12.00
$13.00
$14.00
$15.00
$16.00
$1.00
$2.50

2pm - 1:30am

Deliveries until 1:15am

Available Items: Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms, Onion, Green & Red Peppers, Anchovies,
Ham, Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black, Olives, Hot Peppers, Ground Meat, Pineapple, Jalapefio

Peppers SPECIAL TOPPINGS: Artichoke Hearts, Tomato, Broccoli, Chicken

17615 Detroit Ave. ¢ 216-228-2900

www.nunziospizza.net

Beck Center Presents
Solo Exhibition With Shelly Svonavec

by Beth Kretschmar

Beck Center for the Arts is pleased
to present the solo exhibition Soulstice:
Intuitive works by Shelly Svonavec on
display in the Jean Bulicek Galleria
January 13 —March 11, 2018. An Art-
ists’ Reception will take place Saturday,
January 13 from 5:30 — 7:30 p.m. Cash
bar and light refreshments available.
The exhibition and reception are free
and open to the public.

Cleveland-based artist and educa-
tor Shelly Svonavec uses intuition and
gesture in an abstraction of the natural
and ethereal, ultimately creating sur-
real and moody landscapes, rich with
organic texture and emotional depth.
"Shelly Svonavec's moving and beau-
tiful pieces have energized our gallery
walls, and we're very excited to have
the opportunity to showcase these
works for her first solo art exhibition,”
remarked McKenzie Merriman, Beck
Center Galley Coordinator.

“To understand, to empathize, to
fix. I unearth aspects of emotion and
atmosphere through my art that other-
wise is impossible to explain. Through
an intuitive process I am able to exper-

Original work by Svonavec

iment on every piece, losing myself in
the problem solving along the way. “—
Shelly Svonavec.

For information about
upcoming exhibitions at Beck Center,
visit beckcenter.org. For gallery hours,
call Customer Service at 216.521.2540
x10. Beck Center is located at 17801

Detroit Avenue in Lakewood. Free

more

onsite parking is available.

Dear Valued Customers of
India Garden and Namaste,

Thank you Lakewood for your su Port and
Patronage n making India Garden and
Namaste India Garden your favorite
Indian Cuisine Restaurants in Northern Ohio.

INDIA GARDEN
Lunch Buffet $10.95
18405 Detroit Ave.
216-221-0676
OPen Dailg
Lunch llam - 2:§OPm
Sat. & Sun. 1:30am ~ §:OOPm

Dinner 5Pm = IOPm

Ask About Gift Certificates And Catering

NAMASTE
INDIA GARDEN
Southern Indian Cuisine
14412 Detroit Ave.
216-221-4800
Hours: Mondag - Closed
Tuesdag ~ Sundag
11:50am -9:§OPm
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LakewoodAlive

LakewoodAlive Announces Award Honorees To Be
Recognized At “Loving Lakewood: Superheroes Unite”

by Matt Bixenstine

Not all superheroes wear capes.
Some earn their hero status by wear-
ing a smile while exuding leadership
qualities like passion, kindness, com-
mitment and courage.

LakewoodAlive proudly
announces community leaders Cindy
Friedmann, Alix Kaufmann, Cindy
Marx and Rev. Mark Thomas will
serve as award honorees during Loving
Lakewood: Superheroes Unite taking
place Saturday, February 24, from 7:30
to 11 p.m. at the Lakewood Masonic
Temple. Each will be honored as part of
the evening’s festivities in recognition
of their exemplary service to Lakewoo-
dAlive and the Lakewood community.

Tickets are now on sale for Super-
heroes Unite, LakewoodAlive’s annual
winter fundraiser. Guests are invited
to assume their secret identities and
defend the universe while enjoying
a powerfully good time in a historic
This
limited-capacity event is expected to
sell out, so act faster than a speeding
bullet to secure your tickets by visiting
LakewoodAlive.org/Superhero.

Each member of this honoree
quartet has made an indelible impact
on LakewoodAlive and our commu-
nity. Friedmann, President of The
Dependable Painting Company, is a
lifelong Lakewood resident who has
served on the LakewoodAlive board of
directors since 2015. As a community

Downtown Lakewood venue.

Clockwise from top left: Cindy Marx, Alix Kaufmann, Cindy Friedmann and Rev.

Mark Thomas.

leader, Friedmann has been extremely
generous with her time and resources.
She has
Housing Outreach Program by pro-
viding free exterior paint and labor
to several Lakewood homeowners in
need, and she recently donated a van

assisted LakewoodAlive’s

to LakewoodAlive for use with trans-

Tri-C
is in
Westlake!

Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C) offers an affordable
choice for higher education. In fact, you can save thousands
by earning an associate degree at Tri-C before transferring
to a four-year university to complete your bachelor’s.

Classes begin Jan. 29 and March 19

tri-c.edu/westshore

216-987-3885

Westshore Campus — 31001 Clemens Road, Westlake, OH 44145
Westshore at Corporate College® West — 25425 Center Ridge Road, Westlake, OH 44145

18-0073

porting supplies to volunteer projects
throughout the community.
Kaufmann, Sales Manager for
First Federal Lakewood, has been
extremely active within the commu-
nity since joining the Lakewood-based
bank in 2012. A member of both the
Downtown Lakewood Business Alli-

DOWNTOWN

-LAK.,__E__"-E___EIDI".‘H
e

PRIME OFFICE SPAGE
FOR RENT

14900 DETROIT RD

300sarr - 1,200 sarr
UTILITIES INCLUDED!

216.221.1119
CALL TODAY!

ance and the Lakewood Chamber of
Commerce, Kaufmann has helped
spearhead planning for various com-
munity events, including the popular
Lakewood Chocolate Walk. She also
plays an important role in coordi-
nating volunteer opportunities with
LakewoodAlive on behalf of First Fed-
eral Lakewood.

Marx, a longtime Lakewood resi-
dent and businessperson, recently
completed a four-year term as an At-
Large Member of the Lakewood City
Council, during which her commend-
able service included representation
on the Grow Lakewood Committee,
Citizens Advisory Committee and
Lakewood Loan Approval Board. Marx
champions many community-vibrancy
issues and has generously volunteered
her time with LakewoodAlive. She also
serves on the Beck Center for the Arts’
Community Outreach Committee.

Rev. Thomas has served in a
leadership role at Lakewood Congrega-
tional Church since 2004. His church’s
diverse contributions to the Lakewood
community range from offering free
children and youth programs to sup-
porting charitable causes combating
homelessness to providing a venue for
LakewoodAlive to host community

Read the rest of this great
article online at:
http://lakewoodobserver.com

HOME ALONE
PET SITTING, INC.

In Home Pet Care
While You Are Away
Experienced
Veterinarian Technician
Bonded & Insured
216-548-1543
d.hokin@sbcglobal.net
homealonepetsittinginc.com

‘ Lakewood'’s #1 choice Vi
A for interior and exterior L
\‘ painting /'

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Quality Painting.

THAT’S ALL WE DO!

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

The Yardist Lawn &
Carden Service LLC

yardistlawn@gmail.com

440.315.6478
are ¢ <
flower beds ¢ gardens
yard clean ups
pruning e trimming
shrub & hedge installation

Improve your
curb appeal!

www.yardistlandscaping.com
n Like us on Facebook!

Member of Lakewood Chamber of Commerce
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This paper is written, produced, and delivered by residents of Lakewood.
Isn’t it time you joined with us?

Visit the “Member Center” today to sign up and submit an article to the LO!
www.lakewoodobserver.com/members/login
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Carl Lishing & Mike Fitzpatrick

Licensed Insurance Agents

216.228.0765
16506 Detroit Ave. LESS HASSLE ~ LESS HEADACHE ~ LESS REGRET
www.clevelandinsurance.info YOUR BUSINESS DESERVES MORE

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency & the d/b/a, or assumed name, of Insphere Insurance Solutians, Inc. which is licersed
s an insurance agency in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. Mot all agents are beensed o sell all producs. Senvice and
product avalabiling varies by stane. Complionce Code HMIAQ04472

If you've been pushed past your limits with the service you get—
or don't get—from your communications company, maybe it's time
to reevaluate your expectations. At Cox Business, you get scalable,
- reliable services backed by 24/7 business-class support from a
trusted provider. That means less headache, less hassle and more
time to focus on what matters most, your business.

SWITCH TO COX BUSINESS.

]I']ROY BRATZ

50 Mbps INTERNET

Let’s find you a new home or business!

O © @TroyBratzKW

Follow me on social media for tips on $ *
navigating the buying & selling process. mo

for 6 months with a 2 or 3-year agreement

GREATERCLEVELAND oo ol p—
M SOUTHWEST TroZBrotz.KW.com
KELLERWILLIAMS, 2167022196 {2)

* Offer valid until 4/30/18. Minimum service term, early termination fees, equipment, installation fees, taxes, and other
restrictions may apply. See coxbusiness.com. © 2018 Cox Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.  5pa105156-0000
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