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“The Press was to serve the governed, not the Governors.”
Meg Greenfield, The Post

by Eric Sandy
A three-year civil appeals 

case against the city of 
Lakewood came to an apparent 
end May 10 when a Cuyahoga 
County Appeals Court judge 
ordered the payment of statu-
tory damages and attorneys' 
fees to resident Brian Essi, 
who'd urged for tens of thou-
sands of pages of city records 
about the decision to close 
Lakewood Hospital to be 
released to the people. The judi-
cial opinion brings one front 
of the contentious debate over 
what happened with the hospi-
tal to a tentative denouement.

Much of the Lakewood 
Hospital story has been 
debated in the court of public 
opinion and on op-ed pages—

Public Records Case Over, Judge Orders City To Pay Damages

Underscoring The Impact Of Information 
Withheld From Lakewood Voters 

going back to the January 2015 
announcement of the plan to 
sell off the hospital assets to the 
Cleveland Clinic and demol-
ish the building at Detroit 
and Belle avenues. Sides were 

formed and taken in the city. 
Elections were won and lost. 
But the deeper philosophical 

history of the city—the por-
tion of the story in which we 
ask “What happened?”—is 
written in large part in this 
court docket.

“Lakewood’s actions were 
not in accord with the prin-
ciple that public records are 
the people’s record,” Judge 
Kathleen Ann Keough wrote, 
sealing the civil case in rebuke.

The city has an opportu-
nity to appeal this decision. 
For now, the opinion casts a 
sunset glow on a divisive chap-
ter in recent Lakewood history.

Out the door, the court 
awarded Essi $1,000 in dam-
ages. (Statutory damages are 

fixed at $100 “for each business 
day during which the records 
custodian fails to comply with 
an obligation,” with a maxi-
mum of $1,000.)

The damages awarded in 

by Matt Kuhns
When Jeff Wise talks with 

people about running for city 
council in Ward 3, he returns 
often to one idea: working for 
Lakewood.

Wise announced his can-
didacy for council recently. But 
he has already worked to help 
Lakewood residents with their 
government, as a legislative 
aide in the Ohio Statehouse.

That experience work-
ing on constituent issues 
confirmed the value of public 
service, which Wise first saw 
during a high school internship 
also at the Statehouse. Even in 
a partisan legislature, he found 
that hard work and attention to 
detail got results for Lakewood.

Wise is eager to discuss 
policy, and has announced 
several priorities he hopes to 
advocate on council: reversing 
recent years’ heavy job losses 
in Ward 3, streetscape and 
infrastructure improvements, 
and sustainability initiatives 
including tree canopy preser-
vation, among others.

What unites Wise’s priori-
ties, though, is a concern about 
what’s working for Lakewood, 
or not.

“I’m running for Lakewood 
City Council because our city 

Jeff Wise Seeks To Work For 
Ward 3 On City Council

is at a crossroads and residents 
deserve a choice at the ballot 
box,” says Wise.

Wise emphasizes hous-

ing and development issues 
as key examples. “The key to 
prosperous neighborhoods is 
a diversity of housing styles 
and prices, to serve residents 
at all stages of life, particularly 
senior citizens who wish to ‘age 
in place,’” he says. “Proposed 
developments must be respon-
sible, historically appropriate 
and respect the feedback of 
neighboring residents.”

Ward 3 residents deserve a 
representative who listens, says 
Wise, but actively communi-
cates as well. “I pledge to be an 

Jeff Wise

While covering the sunset at Lakewood Park I saw a young couple 
get engaged. Congrats to Ryan & Jill! This might end up being my 
shot of the summer. Can't beat a moment like this. Photos by Jacob 
Chabowski / Property of The Lakewood Observer 

“YES!” On The Steps

by Meghan George
Public records policies can 

work better for Lakewood. I 
recently introduced legislation 
to help achieve that goal, along 
with my council at-large col-
league Tristan Rader.

Our goal is to de-mystify 
the records request process for 
the average resident. Members 
of the public have a right to 
transparency from their gov-

Councilmembers 
George And Rader 
Propose Improved 
Public Records Policy

ernment—but the process for 
a record request, itself, can and 
should be more transparent.

If the proposal is adopted, 
Lakewood will introduce a 
public records portal on our 
city’s website, offering a simple 
resource for making requests, 
tracking those requests, and 
getting responses.

You can make a records 

Last Saturday was Meet The Trucks, a great time for kids, parents, 
grandparents and city workers. Everyone loves trucks, horns, police, 
firemen and trucks. Did I mention trucks? More photos on page 11.

This image graced the pages of the LO during an election where 
Brian Essi (right) was fighting for the facts and truth. Mayor 
Summers (left) with the help of Council President O’Leary kept the 
documents and the truth from Brian and all Lakewoodites.

continued on page 8

continued on page 8continued on page 3

Meet The Trucks 2019
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The mission of the Lakewood Observer is to attract, articulate, and amplify civic 
intelligence and community good will in the city of Lakewood and beyond.

Become an Observer!
 As a product of citizen journalism, The Lakewood Observer is looking for people, ages 3-100, 
to get involved in the paper and the city. We are looking for volunteer writers, photographers, 

designers, and illustrators to help with the production of the paper. It does not matter if you are 
a professional or amateur, our editorial staff will be glad to help you through the process.

 Register to our website Member Center where you can submit stories, press releases, letters to the 
editor, photos. No need to register to post online calendar or classified ads.

 Upcoming Submission Deadline Publish Date
 May 30, 2019 June 5, 2019
 June 13, 2019 June 19, 2019

www.lakewoodobserver.com – 216.407-6818
14900 Detroit Avenue, Suite 205, Lakewood, OH 44107

The Lakewood Observer 
is powered by AGS’s:

Your Independent Source for Lakewood News & Opinion
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Eric Sandy, Nic Starr, and Jeff Worron.
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    216.407.6818 440-364-6926
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Lakewood Observer

18514 Detroit Avenue,
Lakewood, Ohio 44107

phone:216.521.7684
fax: 216-521-9518

WEST END TAVERN
Presents

Saturday 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Ala carte Breakfast and Lunch featuring:

America's very first "Create Your Own Bloody Mary Bar"

Sunday10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Brunch A 30-Year Lakewood Tradition

Eggs Benedict • Eggs Sardoux • Stuffed French Toast
Pot RPot Roast Hash • Omelets • Fritatas • and much more!

Featuring our "Famous Mega Mimosas"

Surrounded by Hi-Def TV's for all Sporting Events.
What's on your TV tray?  Gourmet Meatloaf? Savory Pot Roast? Fresh Walleye?

Maybe one of our Voted Best on the Northcoast Burgers? 
Come and relax in a friendly comfortable atmosphere.

VIew menu's and weekly specials @ westendtav.com
MonMonday - Friday   11:30a.m. - 2:30 a.m.  

Bigger Better Happy Hour   4 -7 p.m.

216-544-6745    Citizens4george@gmail.com

FOR MAYOR OF LAKEWOOD

MeghanGeorge.com
Paid for by Citizens for Meghan George.  Timothy J. George, Treasurer. 1620 Rosewood Ave., Lakewood, Ohio

Nice Whips Around Lakewood

Above: Steve Afandor, his wife Jenyffer and their kids Alex and Izabella  pose in the 
backseat of their beautifully turned out 1966 Volkswagen street legal Dune Buggy. 
The kit took Steve three years to build! Thanks, Steve, and family for bringing it out 
and sharing it with all Observers. They received dinner at Woodstock and lunch at 
Melt! Isn’t it time you joined the Lakewood Observer?
To have some fun this summer and see what our readers can find we are bringing a 
favorite of the Observation Dcck to the print version. Kind of. “Baby You Can Drive 
My Car” has been tracking interesting and unique vehicles in and around Lakewood 
since 2004 with hundreds of entries! Tell us about your unique ride, call us over to 
check it out and you could win dinner for two from Melt, Woodstock BBQ, Indian 
Garden, WestEnd, Rood, or Pier W.

Plaster Repair 
specializing in plaster and 

lathe restoration

216-255-8529
fully insured, free estimates

Wall to Wall TransformationsWall to Wall Transformations

The bald eaglets in Metro Park will be flying in 30 days. Watch for them

Thread Title Author Posts Reads Date
 Lakewood Post Office Lot Jim O’Bryan 25  3183  Tue Jun 04
    On Warren For Sale 
 Siren a Little Late Again Bridget Conant  21  1529  Mon Jun 03
 Little Italy development Dan Alaimo 2  398  Mon Jun 03
    and Lakewood 
 COW On One Lakewood Place Jim O’Bryan 4  443  Sat Jun 01
 A Look Back At Beck Center Talk,   0  222  Fri May 31
    Most Have Forgotten... 
 The Declines Continues -   0  244  Fri May 31,
    From Cleveland Scene 
 The Road Ahead  Mark Kindt  81  9445  Thu May 30
 Amazing Lakewood Police Chase   4  458  Tue May 28

HOT OFF THE DECK!
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Rodriguez-Carbone for 
Lakewood City Council

W A R D  1
www.lauraforlakewood.com

Paid for by Friends of Laura Rodriguez-Carbone for Lakewood

Lakewood Observer

LUNCH & LEARN

Heart Matters: 
How to Live Longer and Better
Wednesday, June 19, 2019 | 11:30 a.m.
Presented by Marcello Mellino, MD, 
Medical Director of Cardiovascular 
Services, O’Neill Healthcare

Assisted Living Building 
4th Floor Education Room 

Please RSVP to Tammy Sibert 
at 216-912-0800 by  June 17, 2019

BAY VILLAGE | FAIRVIEW PARK | LAKEWOOD | NORTH OLMSTED | NORTH RIDGEVILLE

1381 Bunts Road
ONeillHC.com

for City Council • Lakewood Ward 3

wiseforlakewood.com
Paid for by Wise for Lakewood; Scott Esterly, Treasurer

request in many ways—on the phone, 
over e-mail, in person, etc.—and that 
will remain the case. But the online 
records request portal will create one, 
official confirmation of requests and 
responses to them, however those 
requests are made.

Valuable public record provisions 
already exist in Ohio law, and our pro-
posal will ensure that Lakewood has a 
clear commitment and system to com-
ply with these. The city will identify a 
public record administrator, who will 

Councilmembers George And Rader Propose 
Improved Public Records Policy

take training along with all elected 
officials.

The proposed legislation will com-
mit to using redaction of records as 
narrowly as possible.

Record requests will receive a 
timely response—and compensation 
for any undue delays provides a mate-
rial commitment on this point.

Lakewood has taken ongoing steps 
for government transparency over 
the years, often in response to public 
input: video of meetings, searchable 
docket PDFs, a council section on the 

city’s website. Improving public record 
access remains a priority for many resi-
dents, and we should respond.

The proposal which I have intro-
duced along with Councilperson 
Rader will not be a total solution to 
every public record concern, by itself. 
But I believe it will offer real help to 
residents with questions about their 
government, and show a commitment 
to keeping local government’s work 
accessible and accountable.

Read the proposal at tinyurl.com/
lkwdPRR

continued from page 1

by Kate Ingersoll
The new Healthy Lakewood Foun-

dation, a 501 (c)(3) public charity, 
was created pursuant to the closing 
of Lakewood Hospital. The mission 
of Healthy Lakewood Foundation is 
to advance programs, policies, and 
practices that inspire a Lakewood 
community in which health and well-
ness are reflected in all aspects of life. 
The vision is a place where all people 
achieve their fullest health potential.

The HLF Board seeks to hire a 
temporary Executive Assistant and is 
accepting applications at this time.

The Executive Assistant, report-
ing to the Board of Directors, supports 

Healthy Lakewood Foundation Seeks To 
Hire An Executive Assistant

the day-to-day operations of the 
Foundation and provides general 
administrative support as needed, 
including basic bookkeeping, event 
support, and general office support. 

This is a part-time temporary posi-
tion (10 hours a week) with an initial 
six-month contract. There is potential 
opportunity for renewal depending 
upon the needs of the Foundation and 
Board of Directors.

The Executive Assistant will be 
employed on a contract basis with a 
competitive hourly rate commensurate 
with their experience. HLF does not 
have an office or work space at this time 
and so the Assistant will be expected to 

work from their space, using their per-
sonal computer and phone equipment 
to conduct business. The Assistant can 
create a flexible work schedule with the 
approval of the Executive Committee. 
Attendance at monthly evening Board 
meetings is required.

Interested candidates should sub-
mit a resume and thoughtful letter of 
interest to the attention of Kate Inger-
soll, HLF Board Secretary via email to: 
healthylakewoodfoundation@gmail.
com. Please use this email address to 
request the complete job posting.

All submissions are confidential. 
Applications will be accepted until 
June 21, 2019.
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Lakewood Public Library

compiled by Elaine Rosenberger

Calendar Of Events

Wednesday, June 5, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.
Forum – Wastewater and the West Side: What are the Issues?

Tens of billions of gallons of wastewater are processed every year through Cleveland’s 
three water treatment plants. Northeast Ohio’s geographical proximity to Lake Erie keeps 
conservation at the forefront of community concern and planning initiatives. Join the 
League of Women Voters of Greater Cleveland to hear from area experts on the process and 
issues surrounding wastewater treatment on the West Side. Panelists will be Frank Green-
land, NEORSD Director of Watershed Programs, Janine Rybka, Director of Cuyahoga Soil 
and Water Conservation District, and Lakewood Mayor Michael Summers. Professor How-
ard E. Katz will moderate the discussion.

Main Library Auditorium

Thursday, June 6, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
Author Event - “Follow the Dragons: Discovering the Love of Ultra 
Running and Myself”
by Kyle V. Robinson

Follow the Dragons is a soul-searching portrait of a man finding his way, challenging 
what people are capable of no matter their pasts, and coming to the realization that a grand 
arrival to fulfillment is intangible. Instead, what matters most is our continued growth and 
appreciation for life as it unfolds along the way. Kyle V. Robinson is an accomplished ultra-
runner, author, and speaker. Books will be available for sale and signing at this event.

Main Library Auditorium

Saturday, June 8, 2019 at 6:00 p.m.
Film - “From Russia with Love” (1963) Directed by Terence Young
Presented by Terry Meehan

In a story by genuine spy Ian Fleming, Soviet cipher clerk Tatiana Romanova (Daniela 
Bianchi) offers to turn over a Lektor coding machine, but only if James Bond (Sean Con-
nery) escorts her to safety on the Orient Express. Red Grant (Robert Shaw) and Rosa Klebb 
(Lotte Lenya) try to derail them. Terry Meehan continues his series Cold War Chronicles, 
introducing each film with an original video, followed by audience reaction and a lively 
discussion.

Main Library Auditorium

Sunday, June 9, 2019 at 2:00 p.m.
Concert - NorthCoast Winds — Americas’ Immigrant Composers

This performance will showcase the many cultural threads that make up the fabric of 
American

Music. Our musical melting pot may include music by Paul Hindemith and Arnold 
Schoenberg, immigrants from Germany, Paquito D’Rivera an immigrant from Cuba or 
Miguel del Aguila an immigrant from Uruguay. These works will be performed by the 
North Coast Winds quintet, which has emerged as a dynamic player in the cultural and 
educational fabric of Northeast Ohio.

Main Library Auditorium

Tuesday, June 11, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
Immigration Legislation in the United States
Presented by Magistrate Barbara Greenberg

The second in our four-week series on immigration legislation. Participants will discuss 
the cases that made immigration legislation what it is today with Barbara Greenberg, a mag-
istrate for Bedford Municipal Court and the Cuyahoga County Juvenile Court. She teaches 
for Tri-C and Case Western Reserve University’s Laura and Alvin Siegal Lifelong Learning 
Program

Main Library Multipurpose Room

Saturday, June 8, 2019, 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Tail Waggin’ Tutors
For school-age children

Bone up on your reading skills by reading to a dog. Drop in for a one-to-one session with 
one of our dogs and owners that have been certified through Therapy Dogs International.

Main Library Multipurpose Room.

Tuesday, June 11, 2019 at 1:00 p.m. 
Afternoon at the Movies – Luis and the Aliens (2018)
For the Whole Family

Come inside from the heat to enjoy a family friendly movie about space! Luis’ dad is 
obsessed with proving that aliens exist, but nobody believes him, not even Luis. Three awk-
ward little alines; Mog, Nag, and Wabo, crash-land right in front of Luis. In his quest to get 
the three tiny exterestrials to their mothership will Luis decide to go with them and leave all 
of his problems here on earth? No registration required.

Main Library Auditorium.

Sunday, June 16, 2019, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m 
Lakewood LEGO® League
For youth in kindergarten through fifth grade (caregivers welcome)

Use LPL’s collection of Lego® Bricks and your own imagination to create fabulous new 
structures and designs each month. No registration, but numbered tickets will be given out 
first-come, first-served.

Main Library Activity Room.

compiled by Nic Starr

Children And Youth

Wednesday, June 12, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
Citizenship Workshops
Presented by Tri-C ASPIRE

This two-week workshop will show participants how to become a U.S. citizen through 
the process of naturalization. Practice questions will be shown, and we will discuss how 
to study for the test. Participants will have access to information on community resources 
including financial assistance, legal assistance, English language learning, citizenship test 
preparation and more. Registration is required. Register by calling (216) 226-8275, ext. 127.

Madison Branch Meeting Room

Thursday, June 13, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
Author Event - “The Browns Blues: Two Decades of Utter Frustra-
tion: Why Everything Kept Going Wrong for the Cleveland Browns”
by Terry Pluto

From their return in 1999 through the winless 2017 season, the Cleveland Browns had 
the worst record in the NFL. Now, veteran sports columnist Terry Pluto explains why every-
thing kept going wrong. This detailed report on two decades of disappointment takes a 
behind-the-scenes look at upheaval in the front office, frustration on the field, and head-
aches and heartache in the stands. Books will be available for sale and signing at this event.

Main Library Auditorium

Thursday, June 13, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
Non-Fiction Book Club

Come and join the conversation with our newest book club. There are sure to be seri-
ous and thought-provoking discussions about many subjects inspired by these non-fiction 
works. Tonight we will be discussing “Factfulness: Ten Reasons We’re Wrong About the 
World--and Why Things Are Better Than You Think” by Hans Rosling with Ola Rosling 
and Anna Rosling Rönnlund.

Main Library Meeting Room

Saturday, June 15, 2019 at 6:00 p.m.
Film - “Laura” (1944) Directed by Otto Preminger
Presented by Barbara Steffek-Hill

Laura Hunt (Gene Tierney) is found shot to death in her apartment. Detective Mark 
McPherson (Dana Andrews) investigates her murder. McPherson sorts through Laura’s 
belongings for clues and becomes obsessed by a portrait of her. One night he falls asleep in a 
chair near the painting and awakens to the sight of a beautiful mirage walking toward him. 
Barbara Steffek-Hill presents a series of classic and contemporary films from her personal 
favorites.

Main Library Auditorium

Sunday, June 16, 2019 at 2:00 p.m.
Concert - Hollywood Slim Band

The Hollywood Slim Band is a unique member of Cleveland’s blues family, perform-
ing their swing/jazz/blues music for over forty years and still adding arrangements to their 
repertoire. They play rhythm & blues and jazz styles from the 1930s through the 1960s, and 
give some of the arrangements their own touch with three part harmonies. The band plays 
renditions of music by artists such as Little Walter Jacobs, Ray Charles and The Nat King 
Cole Trio.

Main Library Auditorium

Tuesday, June 18, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
Immigration Legislation in the United States
Presented by Magistrate Bar-
bara Greenberg

The third in our four-week series on 
immigration legislation. Participants 
will discuss the cases that made immi-
gration legislation what it is today with 
Barbara Greenberg, a magistrate for Bed-
ford Municipal Court and the Cuyahoga 
County Juvenile Court. She teaches for 
Tri-C and Case Western Reserve Uni-
versity’s Laura and Alvin Siegal Lifelong 
Learning Program.

Main Library Multipurpose Room

Tuesday, June 18, 2019 at 7:00 
p.m.
Knit & Lit Book Club

Come share your passion for great 
literature and show off your knitting, cro-
cheting, counted cross-stitch, embroidery 
and quilting works-in-progress. Tonight 
we will be discussing “My Grandmother 
Asked Me to Tell You She’s Sorry: A Novel” 
by Fredrik Backman, translated by Hen-
ning Koch.

Main Library Meeting Room

Wednesday, June 19, 2019 at 7:00 
p.m.
Citizenship Workshop
Presented by Tri-C ASPIRE

This two-week workshop will show 
participants how to become a U.S. citi-
zen through the process of naturalization. 
Practice questions will be shown, and we 
will discuss how to study for the test. Par-
ticipants will have access to information 
on community resources including finan-
cial assistance, legal assistance, English 
language learning, citizenship test prepa-
ration and more. Registration is required. 
Register by calling (216) 226-8275, ext. 127.

Madison Branch Meeting Room
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Lakewood Public Library

Lakewood’s
Best Patio

To Party On! Book your 
fundraisers and 

special  events
With Us!

Tuesday and Sunday are $2 Taco Nights
Best Brunch In Town! Saturdays at 11am & Sunday 9:30am

Mondays - Buy One, Get One - Black Angus Burgers
Wednesdays - Try our $5 Menu!

by Melinda Frank
The United States naturaliza-

tion process can be overwhelming. 
Are you ready to become a U.S. citi-
zen? Do you need help navigating the 
paperwork involved? Would you like 
more information on how to study 
for the English and civics tests? Learn 
how to get started in the naturaliza-
tion process with the assistance of 
Tri-C Aspire.

This interactive workshop will 
aid participants through the pro-
cess of naturalization. Tri-C Aspire 
will present two sessions of work-
shops for any community members 
who are preparing for the citizen-
ship test. Practice test questions in 
several topics will be shown and test 
study techniques will be discussed. 
Participants will learn about com-

by Marge Foley
Come one, come all! Bring 

your family to the Lakewood Pub-
lic Library to enjoy the Gentleman 
Joe Variety Show. This versatile per-
former is a veteran of the Ringling 
Brothers Circus. Get ready for eye-
popping balancing stunts, juggling, 
musical entertainment and more. All 
ages will be delighted with this cap-
tivating show that combines humor, 
clowning and magic. Prepare to laugh 

 
 

Gordon Tower Insurance Agency reaches for the top for you. 
We seek the best most comprehensive insurance coverage 

in the market at the best possible price to fit your needs. 
We don’t go after the low-hanging fruit. Just like the apple 

picker, we seek the sweetest, most desired insurance 
coverage from the top insurance carriers in the industry. 

 

                                Going after low-hanging fruit consumes 
more of your money and time than you realize. Don’t seek the                                                                
short-term fix for your insurance. 

Gordon Tower        Insurance  
14701 Detroit Ave  Lakewood         Your Hometown                                                                                                                                        
e                                             Agency! 
            Call Us                 216/663-7777 

 

by Lisa Calfee
There is a lot to be learned from 

an ordinary life, particularly one that 
has survived more than a century 
of the stuff. In "We Celebrate our 
Mother and Father," author Joseph 
Meissner describes the ordinary lives 
of his parents, which turn out to have 
had an extraordinary effect on the 
lives of their children. Meissner will 
visit Lakewood Public Library on 
Thursday, June 20, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. 
to share.

Co-authored with his four sib-
lings, this collection of letters, emails, 
photos and “I Remembers” feels like 
pulling up a chair to the Meissners’ 
kitchen table. The stories of their 

Citizenship Workshops At 
Lakewood Public Library

munity resources including financial 
assistance, legal assistance, English 
language learning, test preparation 
and more.

There will be two sessions occur-
ring this summer. Each session will 
be two weeks. The first session will 
take place in the Madison Branch 
Meeting Room on Wednesday, June 
12, 2019 and Wednesday, June 19, 
2019 at 7:00 p.m.

The second session will take 
place in the Main Library Multipur-
pose Room on Wednesday, July 10, 
2019 and Wednesday, July 17, 2019 at 
7:00 p.m.

Registration is required. Reg-
ister by calling 216-226-8275, ext. 
127. When registering, please indi-
cate which session you would like to 
attend.

Meet The Author Of 

"We Celebrate Our 
Mother And Father"

seven-year-old father having to drop 
out of school to work in the fields 
or their mother’s immigration from 
Ireland are realistic pictures of our 
collective past, making "We Cel-
ebrate our Mother and Father" both 
a personal record and a history of 
Ohio, describing life in the Buckeye 
State during the last century.

Most of all, the book is a labor 
of love, a parting gift to beloved par-
ents, reminding us on every page 
how an ordinary life can affect gen-
erations. This Meet the Author event 
takes place in the Main Lower Level 
Auditorium. Books will be available 
for sale and signing.

Gentleman Joe Variety Show
and get ready to be amazed! It will 
be an afternoon to remember—one 
that will live in your child’s memory 
for years to come. This event will 
take place on Friday, June 14, 2019 at 
3:00 p.m. in the Main Library Mul-
tipurpose Room, which is located in 
Children’s and Youth Services. The 
show is free and open to the public 
and no registration is required.
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Lakewood Public Schools

by Christine Gordillio
Garfield and Harding mid-

dle schools each took two teams to 
Columbus to compete in the state-
wide Middle School Mock Trial 
Showcase sponsored by the Ohio 
Center for Law-Related Education, 
where 47 middle school teams went 
to trial against each other over a 
three-day period in early May at the 
Ohio Supreme Court Building. Each 
of the schools’ team members earned 
numerous “Best” awards in the pro-
cess.

Garfield’s Gold and Purple 
teams won 5 of 8 possible “Best” 
awards: Jazi Dunay and Chaiya Her-
berger won “Best Attorney”, while 
Corrine Wroblewski, Dominic Peck, 
and Erica Frischauf won “Best Wit-

 Sign up today! 
· Programs for 6th-12th graders

∙ No experience necessary

@Foundry216

Call us:
440.596.7069.

Sign up online:
clevelandfoundry.org

Lakewood Middle Schools Triumph At Mock Trials

ness” awards.

Harding came home with 6 out 
of 8 possible “Best” awards:  Ed Hor-
ton, Zoe Pace, Rhiannon Riker, and 
Julia Kompier all won “Best Wit-
ness” awards, while Alex Hodson and 
Leah Campbell won “Best Attorney” 
awards for their trials.  

Overall, all four of Lakewood’s 
Garfield and Harding teams just 
missed the cutoff for the high-
est Superior ranking (98 or above). 
Harding’s teams averaged 95.5 and 
96; Garfield’s teams averaged 95 
and 96.5. Only 5 out of the 47 teams 
achieved that top Superior rating.

This year, the Middle School 
Mock Trials were based on the book 
“Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry,” 

by Mildred Taylor, in which a main 
character is charged with aggra-
vated murder. Each middle school 
team subdivides into a prosecution 
and a defense squad, and prepares 
for two different trials against other 
Ohio middle schools. Students take 
on the roles of attorneys, witnesses, 
and bailiff/timers; trials occur in real 
courtrooms in front of real attorneys 
who act as trial judges and who rate 
teams on case understanding, pro-
fessional demeanor, oratory skills, 
and understanding of trial tech-
nique and courtroom procedure. 
With two teams each, both Harding 
and Garfield had two trials running 
simultaneously in the morning, and 
another two in the afternoon!

At Garfield, thanks go to Mr. 
Dan Smith, who coached both teams, 
and to Ms. Lisa Andrasak, Ms. April 
Hoy, and Mr. Ouimet Smith for chap-
eroning the trip. Very special thanks 
go to Dan Smith’s wife Peggy Ferraro, 
an attorney who served for the third 
year as Garfield’s legal consultant, 
spending two full afternoons work-
ing with students in class. For the 
first time, she also served as a mock 
trial judge in Columbus.

Garfield’s team members were: 
Haley Benjamin, Zoe Bowers, Baird 
Bracken, Eric Bumm, Gavin Burgess, 
Tate Calaway, Gillian Coulson, Jazi 
Dunay, James Ferry, Vinnie Filip-
pelli, Logan Friend, Erica Frischauf, 
Fiona Gjermeni, Chaiya Herberger, 
Jake Hirsch, Sophia Kowalski, Mad-
die Magda-McKinney, George 
Mossman, Charlie Payne, Dominic 
Peck, Emily Potoczak, Eleanor Rog-

ers, Owen Rumsey, Thaissa Santos, 
Bode Smith, Arabella Spear, Adam 
Steinbrick, Ryann Stirling, Ethan 
Waller, and Corrine Wroblewski.

At Harding, Mrs. Sonja Kreps 
guided her 7th and 8th grade teams 
along with help from countless attor-
neys and judges present during the 
week of playoffs, which decided 
Harding’s teams. A special thank 
you to Mr. Dan Shields who not 
only judged during the playoffs and 
coordinated the attendance of many 
of the lawyers and judges, but also 
accompanied the teams on the bus to 
Columbus where he also judged two 
cases. Thank you to Mrs. Horton as 
well for riding the bus and attending 
trials in Columbus.

A thank you also goes to the 
Lakewood Rangers Education Foun-
dation for its donation that helped 
make the trip possible.

Harding’s 8th grade students 
participating were: Lydia Kress, Mer-
edith Wheeler, Sophia Monteiro, 
Rhiannon Riker, Rocco Crino, Jay 
Schmoldt, Alex Hodson, Sarah Dorn, 
Julia Kompier, Conner Millsaps, 
Jamie Holland, Jonas Evans, Luke 
Sweeney, Alex Horton, Ava Bruen-
ing, Ava Jaskulski, Clare Morrissey, 
Maddy Rybak, Grace Lamparyk, and 
Lila Wright.  The 7th graders attend-
ing/competing were: Olivia Diemert, 
Caroline Baas, Rowan Brown, Cam-
eron Wereb, Zoe Pace, Emily Jarecke, 
Leah Campbell, Michael Klasa, 
Ed Horton, Jana Evans, Jonathan 
Reighard, Ashley Van Gunten, Rea-
gan Bratko, Ronan Barley, Caitlin 
Salo, and Grace Bratko.
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Lakewood Public Schools

by Christine Gordillo
Congratulations to the Lakewood 

High School Academic Challenge 
Team on its excellent performance in 
the 2019 High School National Cham-
pionship Tournament where the team 
joined 335 of the top high school quiz 
bowl teams in Atlanta May 24-26. 
Lakewood finished the preliminary 
rounds with a 6-4 record, which quali-
fied the team for the playoffs.

The team was captained by Tim 
Daso and Michael Ferrone, who were 
joined by Evan Bell, John Bobik, Aidan 
Bohac, and Sasha Seckers. The team 
advisers are LHS teachers Peter Petto 
and Bob Sedlak. 

There were some tense moments 
for the Rangers. Lakewood defeated 

by Christine Gordillo
Earlier this month, a team of five 

Lakewood High School juniors and 
their mentors, teachers Aimee Guzowski 
and Gray Cooper, participated in the 
yearlong First Ring Student Leader-
ship Institute. The institute is part of 
the First Ring Schools Collaborative, 
which brings together the school dis-
tricts contingent to Cleveland in order 
to work together to solve issues that are 
common to all first ring districts and 
promote public school education.

The LHS students (Chris Brown, 
Ava Clause, Autumn Cruz, Will 
Holden, and Aziza Mohamed) and 
other districts’ leadership institute 
teams were tasked with choosing and 
researching a topic that was a problem 
amongst their peers, and then propos-
ing a solution to improve the problem.

Through leadership training, 
group dialogue, role play, research, and 
collaboration with their mentors, these 
students developed the skills, knowl-
edge and confidence to effectively 
present their findings and recommen-
dations to their superintendents and 
other school and community leaders at 
a final retreat on May 17. The Lakewood 
High project was The Dynamics of 
Teenage Romantic Relationships.

The LHS team conducted an 
anonymous and voluntary survey for 
students of LHS. The results proved 
that problems with romantic relation-
ships exist with students of Lakewood 
High School. Besides presenting the 

LAKEWOOD DENTAL GROUP
17117 Detroit Avenue, Lakewood Ohio 44107

216.221.0300 Call Us Today!

5 Good Reasons To Call Us
1) Convenience... We’ll see you immediately 
    and fix your problem now!
2) Money... We are affordable and will 
    help you with your insurance.
3) Fear... Do not worry, our work will be 
    done comfortably    done comfortably
4) Time... We realize your time is valuable. 
    We will not keep you waiting.
5) Our Promise... We stand behind all the work we do.

Juniors Will Holden, Chris Brown,  Autumn Cruz, Ava Clause, and Aziza Mohamed

Juniors Focus On Teen 
Relationships In Leadership 
Academy Project

data at the retreat, the high school 
teams were also charged with being 
change agents in their schools by using 
the data and research they conducted 
to bring about action at their school to 
address the problem.

 The LHS team’s aim is to bring in 
experts to conduct monthly seminars 
during the school day on topics such as 
healthy relationships, communication, 
consent/empowerment, and mental 
health.

Participant Ava Clause is eager to 
take the skills she learned to help con-
tinue guiding the project back at school.

“Being chosen to participate in 
an institute that actively encourages 
students to recognize and analyze 
problems in our community and act 
towards finding a solution was a great 
learning experience for me as well as 
an opportunity to expand my leader-
ship skills,” Ava said. “The other four 
students and I had a great time work-
ing together and are excited to see how 
our project continues."

Adviser Aimee Guzowski was also 
thrilled with her experience. “Working 
with these five juniors was tremen-
dously rewarding,” Guzowski said. 
“They tackled a student issue they felt 
students need intervention and sup-
port with. I applaud not only their 
honesty, but their commitment to cre-
ating a research-based program that 
students can benefit from now and as 
they grow into adults.”

Varsity team members (from left): Tim Daso, Michael Ferrone, Evan Bell, John 
Bobik, Aiden Bohac, and Sasha Seckers.

Academic Challenge Team 
Shines In National Tournament

Caddo Magnet from Shreveport, 
Louisiana by the narrow margin of 
225-220 during round 11; suffered a 
heartbreakingly narrow loss to Brophy 
College Prep from Phoenix, Arizona, 
205-190 during round 17; and defeated 
Galloway from Atlanta, Georgia 225-
205 during round 19.  

The team's path to the play-
offs wasn't easy. The Rangers were 
on the brink of elimination when 
they defeated Galloway from Atlanta 
in round 19 to stay alive. Lakewood 
High's shot at the title ended when 
they lost to Homestead from Cuper-
tino, California in round 21. Lakewood 
High School finished in 97th place. The 
tournament champion was Beaver-
creek High School of Beavercreek.

Congratulations to Garfield Middle School 8th grader Layla Black, who placed 8th in 
the State Tournament of the Power of the Pen creative writing competition! Layla was 
one of 750 contestants that advanced to the competition held at the College of Wooster 
My 23-24. In the competition, writers are given prompts to jump-start a story. The 
writers have 40 minutes to finish their essay or short story. Power of the Pen advisers 
Maggie Bacher (at right) and Leslie Eiben said they couldn't be more proud!

Power Of The Pen Top 10
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this case are acknowledgment from 
the court that the city of Lakewood did 
not act in a timely manner.

In December 2018, Keogh had issued 
her judgment in this case—essentially 
writing that Lakewood had released some 
public records and withheld others. The 
judge conceded that the city had released 
27,000 pages of records, but pointed out, 
too, that those documents had been 
released in several spurts in 2017—more 
than a year after the requests had been 
filed and well past any real relevance 
for local voters.

“Although Lake-
wood promptly complied 
with a few of the requests 
and although Essi’s 
requests were massive and 
often problematic,” Keough 
wrote in the May 10 opin-
ion, “Lakewood took over 15 
months from the filing of the 
complaint and approximately 
a year from the allowance of 
the amended complaint to sat-
isfy Essi’s public records request 
on an important civic matter. 
The delay in over a year to ful-
fill the requests was not promptly making 
the records available within a reasonable 
time.”

As this case drew to a close over the 
past year, that became the central dis-
pute: that the city had complied with 
some of Essi's records requests, but 
TOO LATE for any of it to matter, too 
late for the people to grasp the very peo-
ple's record. (All told, 58 separate public 
records inquiries remain unfulfilled by 
the city.)

“In Ohio, public records are the 
people's records,” Keough wrote in her 
December opinion. “To that end, the 
public records act is to be construed 
liberally in favor of broad access and 

Lakewood Residents’ 3.5 Year Court Fight For The Truth
Public Records Case Over, Judge Orders City To Pay Damages

Underscoring The Impact Of Information Withheld From Lakewood Voters 
disclosure. The courts are to resolve any 
doubt in favor of disclosure.”

Essi filed for damages, citing the 
timeliness of those records releases. The 
judge acceded.

As far as attorneys’ fees in this case, 
it’s a little complicated.

Essi employed two firms during this 
litigation. Each amassed a cornucopia of 
hours on the clock, many of which were 
tossed by the judge (who characterized their 
breadth as “not reasonable”). 
McGown & 

cil's December 2015 decision to close and 
demolish Lakewood Hospital and allow 
the Cleveland Clinic to build a three-
story family health center at Detroit and 
Belle. As the summer of 2016 got under 
way, however, the Lakewood Hospital 
records—the fragmented internal doc-
umentation of how the December 2015 
council decision was made—weren't 
showing up.

“On June 24, 2016, [Essi] had no 
alternative but to file an action in man-
damus in the hopes that the records 
he was seeking would be available to 
assist the public before the scheduled 
vote on the referendum to reverse 
the city council's decision to close 
Lakewood hospital in November 
of 2016,” according to a document 
filed in late December 2018.

“What happened after the 
election, by [the city] delaying 
through the legal posturing of 
the production of the records, 
is that there's two notable doc-
uments that came out after the 
election cycle that pretty much 

decided the hospital's fate,” Essi told The 
Lakewood Observer. (Essi has written 
bylined articles for the Observer on this 
very topic.)

The narrative is almost old hat in 
Lakewood at this point.

Chief among the city's early asser-
tions was the reported $120 million of 
investment coming into the city. When 
the proposed deal to shutter and demol-
ish Lakewood Hospital was announced in 
January 2015, that figure was the linchpin. 
“This plan includes a $120-million invest-
ment in Lakewood to transition from 
the current model to a future one which 
will modernize healthcare and deliver a 
more sustainable way to meet the long-
term needs of the Lakewood community,” 
according to the city's Jan. 15, 2015, press 
release. The figure was repeated at com-
munity meetings about the deal.

According to a Feb. 26, 2015, email 
sent by LHA trustee Bill Gorton, the 
number was a joke. “The $120 million 
slide was demolished at the last meet-
ing,” Gorton wrote. “As it should be as 
it is bogus. My strong recommendation 
is to remove all reference to that unfor-
tunate number.” Ken Haber, another 
LHA trustee, in a reply the following day, 
wrote, “Agreed.”

As Essi wrote at length for the Lake-
wood Observer at the time, council 
member Tom Bullock was cc'd on those 
emails, as was Mayor Mike Summers. 
Each knew of the improper framing of 
the hospital deal.

The other record that Essi cited was 
contained in the 2014 Subsidium Health-
care report, which explained that the 
appraisal of the 850 Columbia Road hos-
pital facility wouldn't lend any material 
advantage to the city. (The property was 
eventually sold off to the Clinic as part of 
the broader Lakewood Hospital deal for a 
shade over $8 million.)

Those revelations and more were 
contained in the 27,000 pages of records 

released by the city in August 2017.
“The gist of some of the documents 

withheld was that they were hiding the 
$120-million investment number that 
they were using in both election cycles 
until after the election cycle,” Essi said, 
“when the mayor himself and Bullock 
were parties to an email where their col-
leagues in the LHA board were saying 
the number was bogus and indefensible. 
Even the Subsidium [report] said it was a 
negligible advantage to the city.”

By late 2018, and well into 2019, how-
ever, what all of that means is still clearly 
up for debate in Lakewood. The 2015 may-
oral election, the 2015 council vote and the 
2016 general election left their marks; now, 
with new development projects on the 
horizon and another mayoral race under 
way, the echoes of what happened during 
the Lakewood Hospital deal persist.

Essi said as much in his own Decem-
ber 2018 court filing: “Like justice, 
records delayed are records denied when 
it came to the ability of voters in Lake-
wood to make informed decisions about 
the hospital referendum.”

To address the broader need for a 
rich public records in policy, Lakewood 
City Council members Meghan George 
and Tristan Rader on May 20 intro-

duced an ordinance that would create 
an easy-to-use web portal for requests. 
The system would require an initial 
response to a request within two days 
and would mandate public records train-
ing for top officials. “Having a chapter 
of our code dedicated to public records 
would not make Lakewood unique, nor 
is it intended to invalidate the city’s cur-
rent records processes by which many in 
the community have been well served,” 
the two wrote in a letter to council col-
leagues. “In fact, an important objective 
of this proposed legislation is to maintain 
and reinforce important portions of the 
city’s current Public Records Policy by 
codifying them into permanent law.”

The initiative would build off the 
progress made by other communications 
efforts in the city: the mobile app and the 
Police-2-Citizen web portal.

“We intend that Lakewood city 
should strictly adhere to all its obliga-
tions under Ohio’s Public Records Law, 
and to exceed those obligations whenever 
it is practical and makes sense to do so,” 
George and Rader wrote.

City Council President Sam O’Leary 
provided a statement when asked for 
comment about the Lakewood Hospi-
tal records case from the perspective of 
Lakewood’s public officials: “The city of 
Lakewood has continued to act in the 
best interests of its residents throughout 
lengthy and protracted judicial proceed-
ings, consistently winning judgments in 
support of the city. We are, thus, disap-
pointed in the latest ruling by the Appeals 
Court which says the city took too long to 
respond to multiple public records and 
documentation requests that were part 
of those multi-year legal proceedings. 
During the several years in which the 
city successfully defended itself against 
unfounded and unproven accusations, 
we released more than 27,000 pages of 
records to the plaintiff and his attorneys. 

“Importantly,” O'Leary's statement 
continued, “the Court of Appeals found 
that Lakewood applied the public records 
law in good faith, but simply took too 
long to produce certain records in the face 

of voluminous, convoluted, and often 
improper records requests. The Court 
called those records requests ‘massive and 
often problematic,’ but concluded that it 
ultimately took too much time to comply 
with a few of the burdensome requests. At 
the same time, the Court has determined 
that those legal fees are excessive and has 
reduced them by about two-thirds. The 
city of Lakewood will consider its options 
in light of the Appeals Court ruling, and 
will continue to act with deliberation and 
concern for our residents.”

The Lakewood Hospital deal, as it 
were, was finished by the time the bulldoz-
ers tore into the 99-year-old building and, 
later, when the 2016 referendum came up 
52-48—in favor of the deal. But the pub-
lic records case is a narrative that describes 
how information was doled out at a criti-
cal juncture in the city's recent history.

“It never made any sense, after review 
of the documents and financial state-
ments and the proposed agreement, that 
there was anything close to $120 million 
coming into Lakewood,” Essi said.

“In fact, I think it was $120 million 
going out of Lakewood.”

Essi further explained, "So, in other 
words, as a citizen and taxpayer of Lake-
wood, I think it was a complete giveaway 
of … something in the nature of $120 
million. And … one of the major drivers 
on my end was the hospital, aside from 
providing all the care that a hospital does, 
per the audited financial statements, was 

13362 Madison Ave. • Lakewood, OH •  (216) 226-8828

Whiskey/Bourbon Night
Every Thursday night at Woodstock! 

Huge selection! 
Paired with our smoked meats, 
amazing wings and side dishes. 

BBQ Tuesday! 
$10 Rib Dinner Special! 

1/4 slab, fries, house slaw, pickles, onions. 
Dine in only until sold out.

giving $7 million of charity work to Lake-
wood and surrounding communities for 
the nine or 10 years that the Cleveland 
Clinic had been there, year in and year 
out.”

The Cleveland Clinic's family health 
center opened in July 2018. The next 
chapter of the Lakewood Hospital land 
is the proposed development of One 
Lakewood Place, a mixed-use project 
spearheaded by Westlake-based Carne-
gie Management & Development Corp. 
Planning is ongoing. 

“My personal reaction is we did the 
best we could,” Essi said. “I'm not looking 
in the rearview on the woulda, shoulda, 
coulda.”

Jeff Wise Seeks To Work For Ward 3

active, accessible and accountable 
councilman.”

“I will strive to unite our community 
and actively pass legislation to improve 
our city. I will work hard for you, do 

things differently and stay in touch by 
holding frequent town hall meetings and 
open office hours.”

Wise says he looks forward to a posi-
tive campaign, focused on good ideas and 
working to serve residents best. Visit wise-
forlakewood.com for more information.

Markling, which started the process and set 
the case in motion, was awarded $49,210.50 
in the end. DannLaw, which picked up the 
case in 2017, was awarded $24,769.55.

To travel through the court docket of 
those two firms' work in this civil case is 
to observe a zig-zag argument layered with 
public debate and questions of democratic 
representation, of what it means to request 
public records and fight for timely release. 
Keough’s May 10 opinion introduces the 
narrative plainly enough: “Beginning on 
March 15, 2016, Essi began a comprehen-
sive public records request endeavor to 
obtain the records relating to the closure 
and sale of Lakewood Hospital by sending 
the city of Lakewood 173 public records 
requests through certified mail.” He even-
tually filed a total of 318 separate requests.

The backdrop of this case is the 
November 2016 election, held eight 
months after Essi began his public 
records search. On the ballot, voters were 
asked whether to overturn City Coun-

City Hall stated there was $120 
million in new development coming to the 
spot. The uncovered truth shows that City 
Hall was warned that this was not true. 
Through three elections Mayor Summers, 
Council President O’Leary, Bullock, Litten, 
and others swore it was true. The truth? 
In the end, the hospital property was sold 
for $1.00 (that is not a typo) to a group 
represented by the ex-mayor of Lakewood, 
Ed FitzGerald.

Follow QR Code to read City Hall’s reac-
tion to Eric Sandy’s fact-driven article on 
the lawsuit and hospital deal. They were 
outraged when he checked their “ facts” 
and asked serious questions.

The bottom document was what the City of Lakewood was originally sending out early 
in the court battle. Months later, while most pages were heavily redacted or refused, a 
troubling picture emerged. In the end Brian received less than 25% of the documents he 
requested, however that was enough to prove there was no $120 million in development, 
and the City knew it. Even with limited access to documents, after 3.5 years, it was obvious 
residents were being misled through three very important elections.

Follow this QR Code to see the hundreds 
of pages Brian Essi did receive during the 
court fight to see the proof of how the City 
misrepresented the facts.

Graphic from the Deck underlining that 
Council President O’Leary and others on 
council at the time of the court rulings 
had their heads in the sand. Some even 
spread lies and narratives they knew were 
false through three elections and one court 
case. At any time before the last court date, 
anyone on council could have supported 
residents’ rights and called for immediate 
release of the documents, saving all of us 
hundreds of thousands of dollars.

Eric Sandy’s previous article about the 
Hospital debacle. 
Cleveland Scene Volume 46, Issue 11

continued from page 1

continued from page 1
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Lakewood High Graduating Class 2019

Tyra Aaron
Gabriel Abderrazzaq
Nimo Abdi
Jamirah Abdul-Haqq  *  +
Hanan Abousamieh
Armani Adames
William Adams
David Adkins
Mohammad Aelmoghrabi
Hussein Al Saeedi
Madyson Al-Ghaben
Ali Alhamdani
Fatima Alhanash
Saif Eldeen Ali
Benafsha Ali Shah
Adela Alla
Austin Allender
Abigail Lyn Allio  *   +
Razan Almutairi
Renad Almutairi
Angelina Amato
Seth Andregg
Tayt Armitage   *  +
Julia Avancini
Alexis Ayyub
Kelly Babic +
Joseph Baire
Era Bakia  *   +  ~
Alexis Banks
Damian Barto
Lori Bartosh
Eh Soe Bee
Alyssa Belko
Christian Bendahan
George Bender-Simoneau  +
Angelica Berger
Nathan Bilski
Bryce Binion
Deepak Bista
Sara Bitter  +
Erin Black   *   +  ~
John Bobik  *  +
Mia Boland
Katie Booth  *
Harold Bouvier
Alexander Bransteter   *
Noah Brizzi
Devon Brown
Jeon Brown
Francesca Bruening
Isabella Bryson  +
Madison Burke-Viccaro
Ethan Burney
Gibson Burns
Tre Cabell
Lynette Camerlin  *  +  ~
Marisa Campbell  +
Gabriel Caputo
Justin Caraballo

Gabrielle Caskey  +
Hong Chen  *
Zachary Clark
Nicholas Cleary  *
Charles Cliffel
Kaitlen Conley
Kayla Conley
Corrina Cooper  *  +  ~
Justin Crislip
Seth Cunningham
Shyla Curley
Kayla Dalton
Dean Danckaert
Timothy Daso  **   +
Victoria Declet
Angibelle Dembele
Ryan Dempsey
Semra Dervisevic  *
Gabrielle Dever   +
James Dosztal
Yousef Dummar
Sofia Dunay  *  +
Shannon Dupay
Day Eh
Farah El-Ashram  ~
David Facaros
Alexander Farland
Tyler Fearon
Michael Ferrone  *  +
Keegan Frear  +
Samantha Gattarello-
      Sacha
Malvin Gblah
Riley Geyer
Elizabeth Gliozzi
Alejandro Gutierrez
Elizabeth Halko  ***  +  ~
Faith Hampton  *  +
D’Anthony Hanible
Tyler Hannah
Koiya Hartfield
Clare Harvey
Adam Hascher
Alexis Hathaway
Griffin Hauck
Poppy Henrikson
Jamila Herbawi
Lauren Hildum
Lillian Horschke
Kiera Hoye
Ku Hsee
Lay Ku Htoo
John Hueter  +
Claire Hylton  +
James Iler
Abdul Aziz Jabarkhil
Dwighski  Jackson
Safe Jassani
Kyren Jefferson

Evelyn Jenkins
Catherine Jones  +
LaShaya Jones
Lauren Jones
Violet Jouriles  * +
Sophia Kamkutis
Thomas Kaufman
Amina Kavishe  *  +
Erin Kelly  *  +
Madisyn Kelly
Aaron Kerney
Abigail Kessler
Jordhan Kieres
Abigail Kiraly
Markus Knaak
Austin Koch
Destiny Koestler-
      Blondeaux
Zion Kolodynski-Darby
Kayla Koval
Dah Ku
McKenzie Lane  +
Kar Lay Du Lar
Miranda Larimer
Christine Larson  *  ^
Alexandra Latham  *  +
Maxwell Lewellyn
Angela Lewis
Tierra Lewis-Raines
Christian Lipscomb
Dakota Liston
Franc Lleshaj  *  +
Lidia Logan
Abraham Lopez
Kathryn Loris
Adam Luster
Clayton Mahar
Anthony Mahoney
Benjamin Manner  ^
Lily Mansell
Muhammed Mansour  *  +
Christian Marcano
Kira Marjanovic  +  ^
Seth Marroquin
Hannah Martin  *  +
Aayat Masalmeh
Christian Massey
Caitlin McCarty
Michael McCollum
Breslin McCrae
Molly McGinty
Camren McGregor
Clara McGuan
Margaret Mcllwee  *  +
Alesondra McKissick
Gregory Medley  +
Mackenzie Merriner  +
James Mihaly
Nicole Mikhail  +
Autumn Miller
Kenneth Miller
Sean Miller
Annika Mintzlaff

Bryce Mitchell  *  +
Samantha Moore
Jillian Moorman
Leo Morgan
James Morrissey
Ahmed Muhammad
Sophia Murphy
Gabrielle Murray
Alvin Musai  *  +  ~
Ibrahim Mustafa
Ismael Mustafa
Victoria Myers
Kyonna Nash
Kyler Nemetz
Karangelic Nieves
Ahmad Nijem
Bassel Nofal
Nikoy Norris  *  +
Aaron Ocejo
Andrea Oltean
Tiernan O’Malia
Sean O’Neal
Patrick Osen  +
Ryan O’Toole
Rachel Owen
Fotini Pallas
Maureen Palmer
Rebecca Parch
Evan Patterson
Faith Patton
Elbe Paw
Madison Pedley
Emily Perry  *  +
Zearatus Perry
Solana Petrone
Delvaun Phillips
Aurora Piotrowski  *  +
Briana Poindexter
Stephanie Posedel  *  +
Jacob Potter  *  +
Kyle Priddy
Charles Prindle
Carlos Quinones
Bimala Rai
Monica Ramos
Jayden Reyes  +
Wilson Reynolds  *  +
Eliza Richardson  +
Erica Roberts
Molly Roche
Grace Rodio
Declan Rohrs  *
Kaitlyn Rosa
William Rosenberger  *  +
Mazen Said
Thomas Sala
Sophie Sanders
Kelsey Saxton  ++
Paw De Say
Aleksandra Seckers
Vanessa Setta
Ethan Shearer
Joshua Shearer  +

SheeKa Shee
Andrew Sheldon  *  +
Alexander Shell  *  +  ~
Connor Shelton  *  +
Chloe Silea
Damir Simmons  ~
Madisyn Skinner
Crystal Slaughter
Beyonce Smith
Timothy Smith
Belal Snobar
Jonah Spachtholz
Cameron Speer
Carmen Spencer
Tyler Stallbaum
Ean Starcovic
Crown Steiner
Samuel Stone
Grace Stringer  *  +
Ryan Struhar
Carter Styles  +
Anisha Sunuwar
Janelle Sutton
Benjamin Swartz
Manjita Tamang
Oripa Tamulire
Joseph Taylor
Valentina Teles
Eh Kaw Thaw
Christopher Thelen
Aniya Thomas
Kristen Thompson
Aryan Tischler  *  +
Madeline Tobey  +
Elisabeth Tomko
Joseph Toole  ^
Belah Tuskes  *
Dinara Umarova
Lillian Utrata  *  +
Amaris Velez
Alexander Vogel
Dominic Wahba
Derek Walker
Emma Walker
Caleb Watson
Arnold White
Jason Whiteman  ^
Tyler Williams  +
Lalia Williams-Riseng  * + ~
Daniel Wilson
Jasmine Wilson
Victoria Wise
Hannah Wolfe
Esmeralda Xhyliu
Jared Yocabet
Sarah Yonkers  *  +
Nina Zanghi  *  +
Maja Zimmerman  +
Madeline Zingale

***Valedictorian    
* * Salutatorian
*Academic Excellence    

+Honors Diploma     
^Military 
~Community Service  
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13535 Detroit Avenue @ Elbur
216-221-2525 www.rehabpros.net

Evening Hours / Same Day Appointments
Most insurance accepted, Medicare, Workers Compensation 

Dr. Anthony DiFilippo, PT
Dr. Edward  Aubé, PT

Physical  erapy

Call us to get them loose.
 Got Rusty  Knees?

16506 Detroit Rd.   Lakewood, OH 44107

by Christine Gordillo
After months of gathering input 

from all stakeholders, including stu-
dent and parent input, the District has 
landed on a name for its alternative 
learning school. The program that 
currently operates as part of Lakewood 
City Academy and is housed at the 
former Franklin Elementary Build-
ing will be called the Franklin School 
of Opportunity beginning with the 
2019-2020 school year.

In January 2019, the District 
announced that it would not be 
renewing its state-sponsored charter 
for LCA when the sponsorship expires 
on June 30, 2019 (?). The move would 
allow for greater flexibility in craft-
ing an alternative learning program 
that fits Lakewood students’ needs 
without the rigid requirements of the 
state. The new name gives the students 
and staff ownership of the program 
moving forward to help design and 
implement curriculum and extracur-
riculars suited to the particular needs 
of the Franklin School of Opportuni-
ties students.

“We have a long way to go with 
many more pieces to the puzzle, but 
District leadership has allowed for 
our team to move in the right direc-
tion for what is best for the students. 
We are excited,” said Lakewood City 
Academy Executive Director Terri 
Bornino-Elwell. “From curriculum, 
to career connections to community 

involvement, the arts - it is all about 
making sure when our students leave 
our schools, they leave with a success-
ful vision in mind.”

Current LCA staff members and 
Director Bornino-Elwell have vis-
ited alternative schools throughout 
Ohio researching teaching methods 
and curriculums. A Transformation 
Task Force has been meeting weekly, 
discussing transition issues and brain-
storming ideas about the structure 
and content of the new alternative 
programming.

The team has discussed ways to 
incorporate more project-based, and 
career-related learning, boosting the 
technology presence in the classroom 
and exploring internship possibilities 
with local businesses, among other 
ideas. The group has also formulated 
a new mission statement:

“Franklin School of Opportunity 
provides a safe, caring, supportive 
environment where non-traditional 
learners are empowered academi-
cally and personally to reach their 
full social, emotional and academic 
potential. We are a team of educators 
that embrace diversity, welcome cre-
ativity and work together to achieve 
for all students.”

This will guide everyone’s actions 
as the process moves toward launching 
the new program with the 2020-2021 
school year.

Alternative Ed Program 
Takes On New Look

Meet The Trucks
Schools Meet The Trucks
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Italian and Classical American Cuisine

Making life simple...
Catering from  

Italian Creations

216-226-2282
16104 Hilliard Road • Lakewood

www.ItalianCreation.com

Restaurant, Catering, and Take-out

Lakewood Business

by Jeff Worron
We have all heard the phrase “It 

takes a village.” Well, as we would soon 
find out, when you are considering 
starting a new business from the ground 
floor up, that’s exactly what it takes!

And, Lakewood proved to be that 
“Village” and more!

We are Jeff and Torey Worron, 
20-year residents of Lakewood who, 
after being downsized, decided to start 
a small business where we could have 
some FUN and make a living while our 
daughter was in LHS and beyond.

The idea for our business was born 
out of curiosity… why isn’t there an ice 
cream truck in Lakewood? And from 
that question, Trikeable Treats was 
born. We decided to buy a unique ice 
cream bike that would function like 
an ice cream truck but be even better. 
We would be highly mobile and be the 
perfect size to do indoor and outdoor 
events and parties of all kinds.

Our goal would be to create FUN, 
UNIQUE and MEMORABLE par-
ties and events that would “bring out 
the 8-year-old in everyone”! We would 
serve not only traditional and nostalgic 
ice cream treats like drumsticks & sand-
wiches, push up’s, red white and blue 
rocket pops, but also offer healthy natu-
ral fruit bars as well as a variety of cakes 
and other fun kid and adult treats that 
could be customized to meet the needs 
of our clients. Both young and old!

We got off to a wonderful start 
when we debuted our ice cream bike 
during the 2017 4th of July parade. We 
thought we might be a hit by giving out 
red, white and blue rocket pops rather 
that the traditional candy toss. Well, 
needless to say…. we got mobbed when 
we gave out over 750 frozen popsicles 
to some very enthusiastic kids lined up 
along the parade route.

From that point on…Trikeable 
Treats was off and running. From adult 
and kid birthday parties, to gradua-
tions, block parties and business events, 
we have now done over 100 events since 
that very first parade.

But the bigger story, and the one 
we really want to tell, is that none of 
this would have happened without 
the tremendous support from friends, 

Thanks To You! 

Trikeable Treats Prepares For Its 3rd Season

neighbors, families, businesses, orga-
nizations and the wonderful people 
and resources that make up this won-
derful Lakewood community! It was 
nothing short of spectacular.

During our journey from idea to 
launch, to learning how to make very 
event we do FUN, we were so incred-
ibly lucky and fortunate to have met 
and relied on friends and several won-
derful businesses that have helped 
guide us along the way.

It’s important to note that from 
the first thoughts of starting a business 
here in town, and well before that first 
4th of July Parade, we were very lucky 
to have had the help from The City of 
Lakewood and Law Director Kevin 
Butler, as well as from Mike Belsito 
who was Lakewood’s first Entrepre-
neur in Residence.

We also relied on, and have had 
the support of, Ian Andrews and the 
team at LakewoodAlive. We have been 
very fortunate to be able to partici-
pate in the Chocolate Walks, Light Up 
Lakewood, Spooky Pooch and Sum-
mer Meltdown events as a way to get 
our name out into the community and 
support their events as well.

Helping get our brand created and 
noticed started with our neighbor and 
graphic arts designer, Elizabeth Nici of 
Gusto Designs who helped us develop 
the “look” of our business and create 
our logo while at the same time jump-
starting our website.

Our friends Julie and Shawn War-
ren, owners of Erie de Sign jumped on 
board to print and install our logos 
and signage on our bike, trailer and 
the Jeep that pulls it! Plus, Julie War-
ren was kind enough to introduce us 
and recommend us to a long-standing 
friend who happens to own the Velvet 
Ice Cream Company that is now the 
supplier of the wonderful and yummy 
nostalgic ice creams that we serve.

But Lakewood was just starting to 
show us how they could step up and 
help us out!

We benefited from the tremen-
dous support and guidance from 
Patty Ryan at the Lakewood Cham-
ber of Commerce who helped us bring 
our nostalgic bike and our new brand 
of FUN to their last two Christmas 
Holiday parties. The first year we part-

nered with Buddy the Elf who gave out 
themed treats to the guests and this 
year we served Adult themed Jell-O 
shots. How FUN!

We learned even more when Laurie 
Sanders, the GM of Georgetown/Vosh 
welcomed us into many of their events 
and taught us how to successfully cre-
ate FUN wedding and catering events. 
Whitney Callahan from Inn The Dog 
House repeatedly hired us for Pet and 
Customer Appreciation days and helped 
us learn that there is an ice cream for 
dogs. And they LOVE IT…. who knew?

Examples of how wonderful 
Lakewood has been could go on and on. 
From morning breakfast with Iced Cof-
fee Pops and Danishes from Elmwood 

bakery during a Bike Lakewood meet-
ing, to serving ice cream at the LHS 
after prom 2 years in a row, to serving 
cookies and cider at H20’s Pumpkin 
Palooza, to the numerous block parties 
we have done, to the AMAZING school 
and PTA parties (kids just love the Ice 
Cream Man and Ice Cream), Lakewood 
has been wonderful to us!

While we know we can’t thank 
everyone, we wanted to thank as many 
people as we could who have helped us 
along the way. We wanted to recognize 
and to show some of the many exam-
ples of why it’s great to start, and run, a 
small business here in Lakewood.

Trust us when we say that every-
one wants you to succeed.

In the 20 years that we have been 
here, we--like you--have learned first-
hand that there are many, many ways 
to get involved in our community.

So, whether you are looking for us 
to help bring some FUN to your next 
party or event, or you are looking for 
some advice on starting and running a 
business here in Lakewood, we are here 
to help!

We do Adult & Kid parties, Wedding 
Receptions & Showers, Business Parties, 
Events & Promotions, Fundraisers, Camps 
& Festivals, Block Parties & Reunions and 
Senior Center Activities as well.

You can look us up at www.Trike-
abletreats.com or on Facebook and 
Instagram. Or call us at 216-931-0224.

So once again, THANK YOU 
LAKEWOOD! You’re the Best!

Yours in FUN….
Jeff (The Ice Cream Man), Torey 

and Tully Worron
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When you walk through the door,
you know you are  home.

Seniis
Make us your NEW
HOME this spring!

12400 Madison Ave. • Lakewood, Ohio
216-226-7575

TTY 1-800-750-0750

Lakewood Fiction

fiction by Scott MacGregor

“Monsoon* Charlie was its name,
A storm so fierce,
Too strong to tame!”
Maynard Gridley was recount-

ing a brutal memory from his time 
in Vietnam as he stood tall in repair 
bay #2 of the Rockport Gas & Lube. 
His audience, consisting of Little Dan 
and the three Joes, listened with rapt 
attention to his story about “Mon-
soon Charlie.” Maynard bragged that 
it was a storm that would beat the 
crap out of any ol’ Rockport storm 
on any ol’ day of the week. Little Dan 
scratched his head when he heard 
that. The concept of dueling storms 
was too abstract for the brain of a gas 
pump boy from Rockport, Ohio.

Maynard explained how he and 
his squad had snaked through the 
jungle until they came upon their 
objective, a U.S. firebase cut off from 
the outside world. Worse yet, they 
found themselves surrounded by the 
Viet Cong and the North Vietnamese 
Army who owned the surrounding 
hillsides. Even worse yet, they had 
just received orders to hold their posi-
tion until an oncoming monsoon had 
passed. It wasn’t just any monsoon, 
either. It was the legendary ‘Monsoon 
Charlie’ storm that comes through 
every ten years and destroys every-

thing in its path -  like Godzilla.”
“We could hear the VC and NVA 

chiding us from their positions on 
the high ground. They were laughing 
and yelling, ’GIO MUA CHARLIE! 
GIO MUA CHARLIE SE CUONG 
BAN DI!!!’ (‘MONSOON CHARLIE 
WILL WASH YOU AWAY!!’). May-
nard added, “They weren’t worried 
at all about the storm. They were dug 
in so deep they could climb out of a 
sewer manhole in downtown Cleve-
land.”

(Maynard walked over to the 
station’s red and squatty Coca-Cola 
machine and yanked out an ice cold 
8oz. bottle. He popped off the cap 
and drank it down in one gulp, let-
ting out a nuclear belch that could 
wake the dead.) He continued with 
his story, “The Lieutenant told the 
squad leader to spill the beans on 
everything the army meteorologist 
in Saigon told him about ‘Monsoon 
Charlie.’ The squad leader replied, 
‘Not much to tell. We’ll know when 
it’s coming because the sky will turn 
black as midight. Zeus will rain clus-
ters of giant lightning bolts down 
upon us...and when the brunt of the 
storm hits we’ll be sucked into the 
sky and tossed into the South China 
Sea. That’s about it.'

“The Lieutenant ordered the 
radio man to call up the company CP. 

When is the monsoon predicted to 
hit our position? - Over,' he shouted 
into the radio. No reply came, just 
static. 'Repeat, when is the storm to 
hit our position? OVER!' Suddenly, 
a voice crackled over the radio. The 
signal was very weak and the voice 
was garbled. The only thing we heard 
clearly was, 'nineteen hundred hours.' 
We all looked at our watches…it was 
then thirteen hundred hours. If nine-
teen hundred hours was the time of 
the storm’s arrival that meant we 
had only six hours to prepare. It was 
already raining.”

When the squad leader started 
screeching, ‘We’re trapped like 
rats!', the Lieutenant walked over 
and slapped him upside the head. 
'THIS IS NO TIME FOR PANIC!' 
he screamed, 'We will weather this 
storm like Americans and we will 
survive!'

“The Lieutenant walked away 
from us and sat down under the camo 
netting. He took off his helmet and 
stared blankly into an empty ammo 
box. We thought he was going to 
ralph into it. After about five minutes 
he stood up and shouted at the sky, 
'YEPPER DOODLE-that’s what we’ll 
do!' A few of us joined him under the 
netting. In nervous voices we asked,  
‘What are we gonna do, Lieutenant?'

'You boys know who Tesla was?' 

he asked. Huh? Tesla? How the hell 
would we know who Tesla was? The 
Lieutenant was the only college boy, 
the rest of us geeks were drafted right 
out of high school. The Lieutenant 
explained, 'Men, Tesla was a genius 
who invented the modern world. 
Our electricity, our radio, TV, tele-
phones, EVERYTHING comes from 
technology that he invented.' We all 
just looked at each other and won-
dered, ‘What is this? We don’t need 
no history lesson in the middle of the 
Poontang Valley! We don’t need no 
stinkin’ Tesla!”

“The Lieutenant then asked, 
‘How much ammo is on this base?’ 
Somebody screamed, ‘LOTS!’ and 
added, ‘Some pencil-neck screwed 
up and they gave us a hundred 75mm 
shells for a 105mm howitzer. They're 
useless!’ Another guy said that the 
base stored enough Claymore mines 
to booby-trap the entire State of 
Texas.'

'Men', the Lieutenant said with a 
smile on his face, 'a man named Tesla 
developed a theory on how to stand 
up to storms…' He opened his can-
teen and poured its contents all over 
his head and face.

He tossed his empty canteen into 
the ammo box and said,  “Now...we're 
gonna test that theory right here in 
Vietnam!”

* "We split our guts through 
thick and thin,

As the radio message came crack-
lin' in,

The 2nd Looey took a knee and 
said,

It’s 'Monsoon Charlie' and he 
wants us dead."

 * excerpts from “The Ballad 
of Monsoon Charlie” by PFC Har-
vey Ridgewood, U.S. Army-©1968 
FUBAR Records.

© 2019 Scott MacGregor-EOI 
Media Press Inc.

Catch up on previous episodes 
at: http://lakewoodobserver.com/
download-issues

The Rockport Miracles-Part 4: Episode 10: 

“The Ballad of Derecho Dan” Continues

1 5 3 0 9  M a d i s o n  A v e n u e   •   2 1 6 . 2 2 6 . 8 6 1 6

Call for an appointment for best service.
Free Private Parking. Check with Id or cash

Follow Us On Facebook 
To See Accessories and New Ideas!

Carabel Beauty Salon & Store
 Full Service Salon For Females
Your hair should tell a story! 
Check One: 
        Call me a Princess, 
         see our accessories and products.
        I need help, we can fix it.
        I want to reinvent myself, 
         we'll transform you.

Painting
Gutter Cleaning $80-$85
Drywall, Plastering
Electrical/Plumbing

Window Repair
Porch/Steps Repair
Garage Door RepairGarage Door Repair
Deck/Home Pressure

Washing
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Lakewood Is Art

Visit Sicily Without  
Leaving Home

SINCE 1990  •  26 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

Fresh Authentic Italian Cuisine
Pizza • Pasta • Sandwiches • Salads • Wings

www.nunziospizza.net

NOW SERVING 3 LOCATIONS!
Lakewood • Fairview Park   

Rocky River

17615 Detroit Ave.  •  216-228-2900

OPEN:
Monday - Saturday

4pm - 3:30am
Deliveries until 3:15am

Sunday
2pm - 1:30am

Deliveries until 1:15am
Available Items: Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms, Onion, Green & Red Peppers, Anchovies, 

Ham, Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black, Olives, Hot Peppers, Ground Meat, Pineapple, Jalapeño 
Peppers  SPECIAL TOPPINGS: Artichoke Hearts, Tomato, Broccoli, Chicken

Small
6 cut - 9”

 $7.00
 $7.50
 $8.00
 $8.50
 $9.00
 $9.50
 $0.50
 $1.50

Medium
8 cut - 12”

 $8.50
 $9.25
 $10.00
 $10.75
 $11.50
 $12.25
 $0.75
 $2.00

Large
12 cut - 16”

 $11.00
 $12.00
 $13.00
 $14.00
 $15.00
 $16.00
 $1.00
 $2.50

Party Tray
Half Sheet

$12.00
$13.50
$15.00
$16.50
$18.00
$19.50
$1.50
$3.50

Plain
1 Item
2 Items
3 Items
4 Items
Deluxe
Extra Items
Ext. Cheese/Spec. Topp

PIZZA

U.S. COMMERCE ASSOCIATION 
BEST OF CLEVELAND FOR 2 CONSECUTIVE YEARS

2009 & 2010

by Buzz Kompier

The Beatles - Meet The Beatles - 
self-released - 11 songs - cassette

This is a local entry into the Lumpy 
Records drum machine punk sweep-
stakes kind of thing, or something 
like that. I'm not sure I'm supposed 
to say who this is (he includes a pic-
ture of his cat and credits himself as 
"this feline's roommate") lest he face 
legal action from the group that shares 
his name, but he's been reviewed in 
this column many times, so you very 
well may be familiar with him and his 
work. Anyway, this tape is, as I said, 
drum machine punk of the style that's 
been very popular in the underground 
scene the past several years. Several of 
the songs have technology themes, like 
"Talk Dirty To Me (Siri)" and "The 
Webcam Of Dorian Grey." I'm told that 
at some point, these Beatles give you 
instructions on how to properly listen 
to a Spotify playlist, but the already 
dubious sound quality as is the norm 
with this kind of thing (I was sent a 
couple advance tracks, so I know how 
the "master" versions sound) is driven 
to complete no-fi by the dub job on the 
tapes (my Side B is significantly louder 
than Side A), so I really have no idea, 
but I'm going to choose to believe it. My 

Where Are The Kids Tonight? At An Emo Show, Probably: 

Reviews Of Recent Releases By Local Bands, Pt. 89

favorites here are the ripping opener 
"He Died Online," the very Devo-esque 
in the way that all bands like this are 
Devo-esque "Lies (And The Truthers 
Who Believe Them)," the dark new 
wave of "Insidious City," and the slower 
one near the end of Side 2, which I 

think is "The Webcam Of Dorian 
Grey." If this is something of a spoof 
of the aforementioned drum machine 
punk style, it does a very good job of it. 
Stick this on a tape with the Coneheads 
and Neo Neos and CCTV and all those 
kinds of bands and it would fit right in. 
I'd go so far as to say Lumpy could eas-
ily get a good 7" out of this tape. On 
the other hand, if this is meant to be 
taken completely seriously (or as seri-
ously as it can be taken with songs like 
the ones here), I don't know. I guess 
it's still good, but I like it better if it's 
at least a little bit of a spoof, ya know? 
I'm assuming that's what it is. Same 
with the band name: if it's a joke on the 
fact that there seems to be a bunch of 
bands all going around with the same 
names despite the fact that it's incred-
ibly easy to find out if a name's already 
in use these days (which, taken to its 
very extreme could, I suppose lead to 
one saying, "You know what we should 
call our band? The Beatles!"), then it's 
pretty funny. If he's saying, "No, I just 
want to call it The Beatles," again, I just 
don't know. I'd also like to 
hear the lyrics better, but 
I don't know whether it's 
because of the mix or just 
the dub, so I don't know 
how much I should take 
off for that. Anyway, if 
you like the bands I men-
tioned and that whole 
kind of thing or you just 
wanna hear something 
goofy but pretty good, 
you should see if you can 
find this one. Good luck. 
3.5/5

(I have absolutely 
no idea where you're 
supposed to get this one. 
Try asking a local record 
store?)

Knowso - Like A 
Buzz - Total Punk - 2 

songs - 7"
I was a little disappointed to learn 

that the A side of this one was not a diss 
track about me (unless it is and it's just 
really subtle). This release is the debut 
of the new Knowso lineup and indeed, 
it does sound slightly different from 
the last record. How so? I think it's a 
little less aggressive and tends toward 
a weirder kind of punk sound. I know 
this is a total cliche to say and I've prob-
ably made fun of people for saying this 
about this band and other Cruelster-
related bands in the past, but it does 
sound a bit like Hardcore Devo, at least 
rhythmically. "Like A Buzz" is pretty 
good, especially the lyrics. "Physical 
Freak" on the flip doesn't do as much 
for me, but it sounds like Knowso and 
hey, it's a B side anyway. Overall, this 7" 
is lacking some of the punker, anthemic 
qualities of the 12" (this sounds like a 
bizarre thing to say, I know, but come 
on, "No Patience?" "King Of Things?" 
These songs are anthems in my little 
world) in favor of the more new wave-
flavored stuff, but it's not bad at all. 
"Like A Buzz" is certainly worth it. And 
also, it is a different band than is on 
"Look At The Chart." Mike and Jo are 
two punk guitarists replaced by Adam, 
who is one not-exactly-punk guitarist. 
It only makes sense that its different in 
the way it is. I like that Nathan Ward's 
name is spelled entirely normally, 
Adam Zegarac's is spelled in a way that 
makes it a little easier to pronounce, I 
guess, and Jayson Gerycz has an extra 
'cz' appended to the end to make it a bit 
harder. Great art by Nathan as usual, 
even if he does continue to destroy the 
scene a little more with each record 
cover he draws. 3.8/5

(floridasdying.com)

Are you a local-ish band? Do 
you have a record out? Email vague- 
lythreatening@gmail.com or send it 
directly to Observer headquarters: 
The Lakewood Observer, c/o Buzz 
Kompier, 14900 Detroit Avenue, Suite 
205, Lakewood, OH 44107.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
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see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
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RECEIVE UP TO

$1,700 IN REBATES*

with the purchase of qualifying equipment!

OH Lic #16431
Offer expires 6/14/2019.
*Rebate requires purchase of qualifying items between March 11, 2019 to June 14, 2019. Qualifying items must be installed by June 21, 2019. Rebate claims (with 
proof of purchase) must be submitted (with proof of purchase) to www.lennoxconsumerrebates.com and approved no later than July 5, 2019. Rebate is paid in the 
form of a Lennox Visa® prepaid debit card. Card is subject to terms and conditions found or referenced on card and expires 12 months after issuance. Conditions 
apply. See https://www.lennox.com/terms-and-conditions for complete rebate terms and conditions. **Expires 8/31/2019.
© 2019 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses. 

Slife Heating & Cooling, Inc.
(216) 221-0310

13729 Madison Avenue
Lakewood, OH 44107

slifehvac@sbcglobal.net

Pittsburgh;athoene;Slife Heating & Cooling Inc;B05064-388252;4.625” x 7.5” -4c (19Sp-B5)

$15 Off Air Conditioning Inspection or Service Call** 
$100 Off Any New Lennox® Furnace or  

Air Conditioning System Installed By 8/31/2019  

System-19Sp-B5-4c.indd   1 4/17/19   10:23 AM

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

Lakewood’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

LakewoodAlive

by Matt Bixenstine
Let the tool borrowing commence, 

Lakewoodites.
LakewoodAlive celebrated the 

opening of the Lakewood Tool Box 
with a Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony and 
Open House on June 4 on the grounds 
of the Lake Erie Building in the His-
toric Birdtown Neighborhood. The 
Lakewood Tool Box will offer com-
munity members an affordable and 
educational option for borrowing tools 
that are essential for completing home 
repairs to ensure we live in healthy and 
safe homes. 

Here’s what you need to know 
about LakewoodAlive’s new tool-lend-
ing library:

Location: The Lakewood Tool Box 
is housed in a large shipping container 
that is accessible to the public from the 
back corner of the Lake Erie Building’s 
East Lot near the intersection of Ath-
ens and Halstead Avenues.

by Matt Bixenstine
Undertaking a kitchen or bath-

room remodel can be both exciting and 
stressful, and we’re here to help along 
the way. If you’re ready to explore a 
makeover for either of these frequently 
used rooms within your home, then 
this is the workshop for you.

LakewoodAlive will host Know-
ing Your Home: Kitchen & Bathroom 
Remodeling on Saturday, June 22, from 
10 a.m. to 12 noon at Cleveland Lum-
ber Company (9410 Madison Avenue 
in Cleveland). The eighth workshop 
of 2019 for this popular home mainte-
nance educational series will cover best 
practices for refurbishing these two 
essential components of your home.

Led by our friends at Cleveland 
Lumber, this presentation will high-
light the construction process from 
start to finish, what to expect through-
out your project and ways to be 
cost-effective with your approach. This 
workshop will take the guess work out 
of the process, helping you to achieve 

LakewoodAlive's Allison Urbanek and Matt Clark pose at the Lakewood Tool Box.

Lakewood Tool Box Now Open For Business

Hours of Operation: The 
Lakewood Tool Box will be open 
throughout the summer on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 3 to 7 p.m. and on 
Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Membership: Lakewood Tool Box 
membership is open to all Lakewood 

residents, tenants and landlords. Proof 
of Lakewood residency is required 
through a valid driver’s license and 
utility bills.

Pricing: The annual member-
ship fee is $30 per resident/tenant and 
$75 per landlord. Tools will then be 
priced for borrowing on a per-item 
basis. There will also be opportunities 
to become a “Friend of the Tool Box,” 
whereby residents can make a tax-
deductible donation to the program.

Tool Availability: The Lakewood 
Tool Box offers approximately 60 rent-
able tools, ranging from standard hand 
tools to equipment for larger projects. 
Tools are rented on a first-come, first-
served basis.

Lakewood Tool Box Coordinator 
Matt Clark will be available to pro-
vide hands-on education and lend his 
expertise regarding home improve-
ment projects. Matt, a Lakewood 
resident who spent 17 years working 
at Erie Industrial, has extensive expe-
rience with a wide variety of tools, as 
well as with carpentry and welding.

“On behalf of our entire orga-
nization, we are excited to unveil 
the Lakewood Tool Box to our com-
munity,” said Allison Urbanek, 
LakewoodAlive’s Housing & Internal 
Operations Director. “We look for-
ward to having this program afford 
all community members the opportu-
nity to rent one-time-use tools, while 
also enabling us to better assist low-to-
moderate income residents with their 
home repairs. Ultimately, our goal is to 
help ensure all Lakewood residents live 
in healthy and safe homes.”

The Lakewood Tool Box is a 
program that will provide home 
improvement and repair tools for 
members of the community.  This 
program will help residents to make 
health, safety and cosmetic improve-
ments, not only making their residence 
a safer place to call home, but helping 
to maintain or improve their housing 
value, which benefits both the resident 
and the entire neighborhood.

LakewoodAlive To Host “Knowing Your Home: 

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling” 
Workshop On June 22

the results you want within your bud-
get and your timeline.  

Both kitchen and bathroom 
remodeling often represent the costli-
est and most complicated renovations 
that a homeowner can undertake. 
When remodeling a kitchen or bath-
room, experts say to think function, 
efficiency, style and longevity, and to 
anticipate that your remodel last for 
about 20 years.

To reserve your free spot for 
“Knowing Your Home: Kitchen & 
Bathroom Remodeling,” visit Lake-
woodAlive.org/KnowingYourHome or 
call 216-521-0655. 
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SWITCH TODAY WITH NO EQUIPMENT TO PURCHASE.
Call us at 216.535.3323 or visit coxbusiness.com/ipcentrex

Even if you’re out  
of the office

you’re never 
out of touch.

IP Centrex with Unified Communications from Cox Business 
is an advanced cloud-based phone system. Together, they 
seamlessly integrate your office lines with your mobile 
devices. So you can stay connected from anywhere. 

This paper is written, produced, and delivered by residents of Lakewood.
Isn’t it time you joined with us?

Visit the “Member Center” today to sign up and submit an article to the LO!
www.lakewoodobserver.com/members/login

If you would like to help this history-making 15-year-old project continue getting out the 
words, stories and images of your fellow Lakewoodites and you have a business, contact 

production@lakewoodobserver.com and we will send out an advertising kit!

TROY BRATZ
Real Estate Agent

TroyBratz@KW.com
TroyBratz.KW.com
216.702.2196

Let’s find you a new home or business!

Residental/Commercial
Lakewood Resident

@TroyBratzKW
Follow me on social media for tips on 
navigating the buying & selling process.

Roman Fountain is one of the most  
well-known and loved pizzeria in  
Lakewood, Ohio. Roman Fountain has  
been serving up pizza since the mid 1950's 
with award winning pizza, calzone,  
stromboli, subs, pasta, wings, and salads. 
 
Whether carryout or delivery, we provide 
your family with the freshest of toppings 
(over 25 to choose from) on our pizza. With 
dough and sauce made daily from our own 
recipe and freshly grated blend of mozzarella 
& provolone cheese, we provide a great pizza 
for you and your family  

Call us at 216-221-6633 

Roman Fountain 
Pizza & Subs 

• Pizza 
• Calzones 
• Stromboli 
• Salads 
• Pasta 

• Subs 
• Wings 
• Appetizers 
• Desserts 
• Dinners 

To see our menu or coupons please go to  
www.romanfountain.com 

Or stop by at 
15603 Detroit Ave 

Near the corner of Lakeland Ave 

Order on-line at  
romanfountain.com 

At Roman Fountain you can find all your favorites:  




