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s! “They who can give up essential liberty to obtain a little 

temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety.”
-Ben Franklin

by Matt Bixenstine
The biggest block party 

in the neighborhood is fast 
approaching. Lakewood 
Summer Meltdown 2019, 
sponsored by Melt Bar and 
Grilled and presented by 
LakewoodAlive, returns to 
Downtown Lakewood for its 
10th year on Saturday, July 13 
from 4 to 10 p.m.

The Summer Meltdown is 
one of the region’s most highly-
anticipated street parties. This 
community event is a free sum-
mertime celebration of our 
city’s vibrancy. It draws more 
than 10,000 attendees from 
across northeast Ohio to the 
heart of Lakewood each July.

This Lakewood sum-
mer tradition takes place on 
Detroit Avenue in Downtown 
Lakewood between Arthur 
and Marlowe.  The Summer 

by Lindsey Grdina
On June 15, 2019, I was 

honored to have received the 
endorsement of the Cuyahoga 
County Democratic Party. 
The endorsement reflects my 
deep commitment to seeing 
Lakewood and its citizens con-
tinue to thrive. I understand 
that we are called to help those 
who are struggling, and our 
policies must ensure that we 
are creating a Lakewood that 
works for all its residents. I 
am also committed to seeing 
Lakewood continue as a haven 
for independent and small 
business, a place where entre-
preneurship thrives, supported 
by both the community and 
the local government. I believe 
that my brand of compassion-
ate, informed leadership can 
ensure that Lakewood contin-
ues to thrive and grow for this 
generation and beyond.

I have had the pleasure 
of calling Lakewood home for 
over a decade. After graduating 
from Cleveland Marshall Col-
lege of Law, I knew I wanted to 
stay in Lakewood. In 2013 my 
husband, Ed, and I  bought our 
home on Woodward Ave., just 

Lindsey Grdina announces 
Ward 1 bid; Endorsed by 
Cuyahoga County Democtatic 
Party

by Matt Kuhns
The future of Lakewood 

City Schools is deeply impor-
tant to Andrew A. Meyer.

As a candidate for 
Lakewood Board of Educa-
tion, Meyer’s priorities are 
high standards, independence 
and responsiveness—qualities 
demonstrated in work on the 
city’s charter review commis-
sion and as an attorney.

As a new parent, Meyer 
says that applying this experi-
ence as a school board member 
includes a personal commit-
ment to public education in 
Lakewood. “My wife and I both 
really look forward to being 
able to contribute to the educa-
tion of our daughter Ellie Sue.”

Providing high quality 
schools for the next generation 
and beyond will be an ongoing 
challenge, says Meyer. “Main-
taining services while being a 
good steward of tax dollars is 

It’s About To Get Hot: 

Lakewood Summer Meltdown Returns July 13

Meltdown offers an after-
noon and evening jam-packed 
with seemingly endless activi-
ties for one and all, including 
the Meltdown 5K race, 1 Mile 
Family Fun Run and Walk, 
street festival, outdoor activi-
ties, games, food vendors, beer 
garden, live music and more.

Families will love the street 

festival, which features more 
than 100 vendor tents, many of 
which offer interactive oppor-
tunities. Activities range from 
the “Water Moose” sprinkler 
park to the Summer Meltdown 
Bike Raffle sponsored by Beat 
Cycles to a skateboard park 
sponsored by West Side Skates.

The ever-popular Melt-
down 5K sponsored by 
Cleveland Clinic Lakewood 
Family Health Center serves as a 
fundraiser for LakewoodAlive. 
This staple of the Summer 
Meltdown draws hundreds of 
participants annually, as it fea-

tures a fast course, chip timing, 
a t-shirt for participants and 
prizes for top finishers. Both 
this running event and the 1 
Mile Kids Fun Run sponsored 
by Lakewood Family YMCA 
and Lakewood City Schools 
Community Recreation & 
Education Department afford 
participants a rare opportunity 
to partake in an evening race.

Local brews available in 
the Gary K. Bish Memorial 
Beer Garden sponsored by 
First Federal Lakewood will 
complement dining options 
from vendors and food 
trucks. Live music by rock 
band Front Porch Lights on 
the Beer Garden Stage spon-
sored by Cleveland Property 
Management Group, The 
Exchange and The Ferry Cap 
and Set Screw Company will 
delight the crowd as the sun 
sets in beautiful Downtown 
Lakewood.

For more information 
regarding Lakewood Summer 
Meltdown 2019, including the 
full schedule of events, please visit 
LakewoodAlive.org/Meltdown.

The Lakewood Sum-
mer Meltdown is generously 
supported by the following 
sponsors:

Title Sponsor: 
Melt Bar and Grilled
Gold Medal and Beer 

Garden Sponsor
First Federal Lakewood
Gold Medal Sponsors:
Beat Cycles | City of 

Lakewood | Cleveland Prop-
erty Management Group | 
Cuyahoga Community Col-
lege | The Exchange

Meltdown 5K Sponsor: 
Cleveland Clinic Lakewood 

Family Health Center 
1 Mile Family Fun Run 

and Walk Sponsors:
Lakewood Family YMCA 

| Lakewood City Schools 
Community Recreation & 
Education Department

Table Sponsor: 
Eric Lowrey, Berkshire 

Hathaway/Lucien Realty
Silver Medal Sponsors:
Bath Fitter | Blue Ridge 

Media Company | The Ferry 
Cap and Set Screw Company | 
Lakewood Public Library

Lindsey Grdina Announces 
Ward 1 Bid; Endorsed By 
Cuyahoga County Democrats

Meyer Campaigns For School Board 
With Experience, Motivation

and will remain the number 
one challenge,” he says.

Toward this end, Meyer 
says that “good government 
would be my first goal.”

As an active citizen, 
Meyer has served on the Citi-
zens Advisory Committee, and 
Lakewood’s most recent Char-
ter Review Commission, where 
he championed new training 
requirements to encourage 

professionalism and the 
exchange of ideas. He has also 
advised city council members 
on multiple ethics initiatives.

Meyer says that in-person 
communication and acces-
sibility are also essential, and 
that if elected he will be a voice 
for residents and help involve 
the community in decisions.

The Board of Education’s 
decisions matter for all of 
Lakewood, he notes.

Before entering law school, 
at one point Meyer was a sub-
stitute teacher, and he says that 
education has been a lasting 
interest. But Lakewood’s Board 
of Education also administers 
the Department of Recreation, 
and appoints the Lakewood 
Library’s board of directors.

“It really means a lot to 
me to be able to let anyone 
with interest in these issues 
become engaged and aware,” 
says Meyer.

a block away from where Ed 
grew up. In 2016 we welcomed 
our first child, Julia, and Oliver 
joined us in February of 2019.

My desire to serve my 
community drove me to open 
my own law firm, Grdina Legal 
Services ltd., a firm dedicated 
to giving voice to the voice-
less; much of the firm’s work 
centers on the representation 
of those escaping domestic 
violence and child abuse, as 

continued on page 10

Andrew A. Meyer,  candidate for 
Lakewood Board of Education
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Rodriguez-Carbone for 
Lakewood City Council

W A R D  1
Vote—Tues., Sept. 10 primary!

Paid for by Friends of Laura Rodriguez-Carbone for Lakewood

Published twice a month with a current circulation of 10,000+ copies. The paper is made 
available free of charge and can be found at over 130 business locations within the City 
of Lakewood and on our website. The views and opinions expressed in this publication do 
not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the publisher and staff. Copyright 2019 
• AGS/The Lakewood Observer, Inc. All rights reserved. Any reproduction is forbidden 
without written permission. 

The mission of the Lakewood Observer is to attract, articulate, and amplify civic 
intelligence and community good will in the city of Lakewood and beyond.

Become an Observer!
 As a product of citizen journalism, The Lakewood Observer is looking for people, ages 3-100, 
to get involved in the paper and the city. We are looking for volunteer writers, photographers, 

designers, and illustrators to help with the production of the paper. It does not matter if you are 
a professional or amateur, our editorial staff will be glad to help you through the process.

 Register to our website Member Center where you can submit stories, press releases, letters to the 
editor, photos. No need to register to post online calendar or classified ads.

 Upcoming Submission Deadline Publish Date
 July 11, 2019 July 17, 2019
 August 1, 2019 August 7, 2019

www.lakewoodobserver.com – 216.407-6818
14900 Detroit Avenue, Suite 205, Lakewood, OH 44107

                   Lakewood Observer

Your Independent Source for Lakewood News & Opinion

ADVISORY BOARD - Steve Davis, Heidi Hilty, Jeff Endress, Jim Crawford,
Steve Ott, Margaret Brinich, Betsy Voinovich

OBSERVATION DECK BOARD - Jim O’Bryan, Meg Ostrowski, Heidi Hilty, 
Dan Alaimo, Betsy Voinovich 

WEBMASTERS - Dan Ott, Dan Alaimo 

PRODUCTION - A Graphic Solution, Inc. 

ILLUSTRATIONS - Gary Dumm, Rob Masek, Greg Budgett, Jim O’Bryan
PHOTOGRAPHY - Matt Bixenstine, Lynn Donaldson, Brian Foox, Marge 
Foley, Brittany Graham Photography, Matt Kuhns, Jim O’Bryan, Susan 
Schwartz Salontay, and Eva Starr..

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS -  Senator Nickie Antonio, Matt Bixenstine, 
Kristin Broadbent, Lisa Calfee, Laura Rodriguez-Carbone, Lynn Donaldson, 
Bonnie Fencl, Marge Foley, Steve Gannis, Christine Gordillo, Linsey Grdina, 
George Hansell, Matt Kuhns, Scott MacGregor, Rachel Mathes, David Nader, 
Jim O’Bryan, Gary Rice, Andy Richardson, Mitchell Robida, Miriam Roman, 
Elaine Rosenberger, Susan Schwartz Salontay, Justin Smith, Eva Starr, 
Corky Thacker, and Mike Timura.
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Lakewood, Ohio 44107

phone:216.521.7684
fax: 216-521-9518

WEST END TAVERN
Presents

Saturday 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Ala carte Breakfast and Lunch featuring:

America's very first "Create Your Own Bloody Mary Bar"

Sunday10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Brunch A 30-Year Lakewood Tradition

Eggs Benedict • Eggs Sardoux • Stuffed French Toast
Pot RPot Roast Hash • Omelets • Fritatas • and much more!

Featuring our "Famous Mega Mimosas"

Surrounded by Hi-Def TV's for all Sporting Events.
What's on your TV tray?  Gourmet Meatloaf? Savory Pot Roast? Fresh Walleye?

Maybe one of our Voted Best on the Northcoast Burgers? 
Come and relax in a friendly comfortable atmosphere.

VIew menu's and weekly specials @ westendtav.com
MonMonday - Friday   11:30a.m. - 2:30 a.m.  

Bigger Better Happy Hour   4 -7 p.m.

for City Council • Lakewood Ward 3

wiseforlakewood.com
Paid for by Wise for Lakewood; Scott Esterly, Treasurer

Hot Topic this week: Is there enough parking at Lakewood Park? How do we fix it?

Thread Title Author Posts Reads Date
 City Hall Destroying Lakewood’s  Jim O’Bryan  1  414  Tue Jul 02      
     Brand One Stupid Fight After Another 
 Is recycling still worthwhile for Lakewood?  Dan Alaimo  26  4573  Tue Jul 02
 A Good Sign At The Start Of The Weekend  2  324 Tue Jul 02
 Healthy Lakewood Foundation KINGERSOLL 2  632  Tue Jul 02   
    Seeks to Hire Executive Assistant to Board
 When will the city address the parking  Dan Alaimo  12  1075  Tue Jul 02,
     problem at Lakewood Park?
 It’s Over Now, Dead and Gone... Brian Essi  1  342  Wed Jun 26
     A Hospital Commentary and [Referendum] Reflection... 
 It’s Over Now, Dead And Gone... Gary Rice  72  5179  Tue Jun 25
     A Hospital Commentary And Reflection... 
 2 found dead in the Rocky River Reservation   6  7337  Mon Jun 24        
     POLICE NEED YOUR HELP 

HOT OFF THE DECK!Thank You, Lakewood!
by Jim O’Bryan

Thank you to everyone in the City 
of Lakewood for your participation for 
the last fifteen years! Fifteen! 

Back in 2004, to cele-
brate Independence 
Day, we launched the 
print edition of the 
Lakewood Observer. 
It was our gift to the 
City of Lakewood.

At the time, the 
Lakewood Public 
Library, Lakewood Pub-
lic Schools, City Hall, 
Non-Profits, the Arts and 
everyday residents had 
a hard time getting their 
information out to all.

A group of us got 
together to first address 
some of the hatred on social media. At 
the time there was only one small BBS 
using fake names, but the hate and the 
lies flew and made issues unto them-
selves.

We dedicated ourselves to allow-
ing anyone in to share stories, photos, 

poems, illustrations, cartoons any-
thing and everything.

Post it, send it in, put your real 
name on it, and we will help 
you get it out to the public. 
Of course, the other part 
of our deal is, we will also 
help anyone else that has 
information or knowl-
edge on a subject to join 
in and potentially dis-
agree.

At the time, no 
Face Book, no Twitter, 
no Instagram, Snap-
Chat, or a hundred 
other apps and web-
sites.

There was not 
the massive dif-

fusion of conversation that arrived 
with Facebook, where any yahoo can 
declare a page, and set about running 
it like their magical kingdom.

We sat down and created a vehicle 
to keep serious discussion going over 

continued on page 3
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Lakewood Observer

1381 Bunts Road
ONeillHC.com

Blood Drive
Friday, July 19, 2019
Noon - 5:00 p.m.
O’Neill Healthcare Lakewood
Assisted Living Building, 
4th Floor Education Room 

Call Tammy Sibert to register at 
216-912-0800 by July 18, 2019
Walk-ins welcome

BAY VILLAGE | FAIRVIEW PARK | LAKEWOOD | NORTH OLMSTED | NORTH RIDGEVILLE

by Nickie Antonio
On June 20th, 2019, the Ohio Sen-

ate passed the state’s two-year, $69 
billion budget bill, House Bill 166.

I’m pleased to say that this is the 
first budget I’ve voted in favor of since 
taking office nearly a decade ago. For 
years, we’ve urged our Republican col-
leagues to invest in public health in 
order to build a stronger Ohio. This 
budget is a commitment to the people 
of Ohio to do just that.

I applaud the inclusion of several 
public health investments I secured in 
the bill:

$1 million per year for the Cleve-

Senator Antonio Comments On 

Passage Of State Budget

land Lead Safe Coalition
$2.5 million per year for infant 

safe spacing programs in high infant 
mortality areas

Public health initiatives includ-
ing resources to curb the opioid 
epidemic through harm reduction 
and syringe exchange services and 
increased access to Naloxone

The bipartisan budget also includes 
longstanding Democratic priorities. 
HB 166 increases funding for afford-
able housing programs through the 
Ohio Housing Trust Fund. It includes 
various measures aimed at support-
ing Ohio’s children and families, like a 
proposal to prevent the custody relin-
quishment of children with severe 
mental health issues and additional 
funding for home-living programs for 
low income and elderly Ohioans. It also 
funds the H2Ohio water quality initia-
tive through the next two years.

House and Senate members will 
now meet to negotiate a final version of 
the bill before the state-mandated June 
30 deadline.

216-544-6745    Citizens4george@gmail.com

FOR MAYOR OF LAKEWOOD

MeghanGeorge.com
Paid for by Citizens for Meghan George.  Timothy J. George, Treasurer. 1620 Rosewood Ave., Lakewood, Ohio

Plaster Repair 
specializing in plaster and 

lathe restoration

216-255-8529
fully insured, free estimates

Wall to Wall TransformationsWall to Wall Transformations

Thank You, Lakewood!
days, weeks, months, even years. It  was 
called the “Thought Puddle.” Today it 
is the Lakewood Observer Observation 
Deck, a place that tracks Lakewood 
through photos, music, and adult dis-
cussion about serious topics ranging 
from Development, City Hall over-
sight, Crime, Schools, Taxes, Sewers, 
Arts, National News, Sports and every-
thing and anything. Many discussions 
filled with hundreds of images and vid-
eos stretching back over 15 years!

We are looking forward to good 
times ahead. We have great commit-
ment from advertisers for a fall and 
winter of parties, contests and more. 
We would also like to thank our loyal 

advertisers who understand that they 
support an entire community when 
they advertise with us, and encourage 
our readers to support them.

We have more “retired” “real” 
reporters joining the project like Eric 
Sandy, Erin O’Brien and others.

And we look forward to the resi-
dents of Lakewood continuing to step 
up and share their stories and informa-
tion with the rest of the community 
through the Lakewood Observer. In 
Print, Online and here 24/7/365 for 
you, ready to get your information out. 
(Go to the Member Center at www.
lakewoodobserver.com--  it’s easy.)

100% Lakewood Owned and 
Operated.  Your neighbors for 15 years! 

continued from page 2
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Lakewood Public Library

compiled by Elaine Rosenberger

Calendar Of Events

Thursday, July 4, 2019
Library Closed
Library closed in observance of Independence Day.

Friday, July 5, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
Front Porch Concert Series Presented by LakewoodAlive
Main Library Front Porch

The Front Porch Concert Series adds vibrancy and an enhanced sense of com-
munity to Lakewood’s urban core. Concerts take place on the Library’s front porch, 
are sponsored by Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James, and are presented 
by LakewoodAlive. Tonight we welcome The Robin Blake Sound Experiment.

Saturday, July 6, 2019 at 6:00 p.m.
Film - “Gas Food Lodging” (1992)
Directed by Allison Anders
Main Library Auditorium

In the boring New Mexico town of Laramie, Nora (Brooke Adams) is a truck-
stop waitress living in a trailer park where she is raising her two teenaged daughters, 
Trudi (Ione Skye) and Shade (Fairuza Balk). Free-spirited Trudi is the opposite 
of Shade, who dreams about having a normal family. The film follows all three 
women in their attempts at love and their struggles of living day to day. This film 
continues our series highlighting woman directors.

Sunday, July 7, 2019 at 2:00 p.m.
Concert - George W. Lee
Main Library Auditorium

Bassist George W. Lee has played with many of the best musicians in Ohio, and 
his talents span multiple genres, from jazz standards to musical theater, pop, rock 
and more. Recently George has performed with Jody, John & George, Drumplay, 
Wallace Coleman, and currently serves as the bass player for The Gateway Band at 
Trinity Cathedral. George frequently travels to surrounding states and Canada to 
play with numerous, well-established Jazz combos.

Wednesday, July 10, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
Citizenship Workshop
Presented by Tri-C ASPIRE
Main Library Multipurpose Room

This two-week workshop will show participants how to become a U.S. citizen 
through the process of naturalization. Practice questions will be shown, and we 
will discuss how to study for the test. Participants will have access to information 
on community resources including financial assistance, legal assistance, English 
language learning, citizenship test preparation and more. Registration is required. 
Register by calling (216) 226-8275, ext. 127.

Thursday, July 11, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
Author Event - “The HeART of Cleveland”
Edited by Scott Kraynak
Main Library Auditorium

This book contains over 100 examples of artists from Cleveland and includes 
photography, illustration, paintings, essays, sculptures, installations and poetry. 
Joining us will be book editor Scott Kraynak and featured artists John W. Carlson, 
Gary Dumm, Laura Dumm, Ron Hill, Leslie Edwards Humez, George Kocar, Ray 
McNiece, James Quarles, William Scheele, and Pam Spremulli. Books will be avail-
able for sale and signing at this event.

Thursday, July 11, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
Non-Fiction Book Club
Main Library Meeting Room

Come and join the conversation with our newest book club. There are sure 
to be serious and thought-provoking discussions about many subjects inspired by 
these non-fiction works. Tonight we will discuss 21 Lessons for the 21st Century by 
Yuval Noah Harari.

Friday, July 12, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
Front Porch Concert Series Presented by LakewoodAlive
Main Library Front Porch

The Front Porch Concert Series adds vibrancy and an enhanced sense of com-
munity to Lakewood’s urban core. Concerts take place on the Library’s front porch, 
are sponsored by Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James, and are pre-
sented by LakewoodAlive. Tonight we welcome Revolution Brass Band.

Saturday, July 13, 2019 at 6:00 p.m.
Film Series — “The Good Lie” (2014)
Directed by Philippe Falardeau
Main Library Auditorium

After their village is destroyed and their parents are killed by militia, Sudanese 
orphans Theo (Femi Oguns) and his siblings make the journey to a refugee camp 
in Kenya. Thirteen years later, the group gets the chance to settle in Kansas, where 
they are met by employment agency counselor, Carrie Davis (Reese Witherspoon). 
However, seeing how adrift they are in 20th-century America, Carrie endeavors to 
help them in rebuilding their shattered lives.

Sunday, July 14, 2019 at 2:00 p.m.
Musical Performance- Doan Brook Trio: 
My Family Immigration Story
Main Library Auditorium

The Doan Brook Trio is a collaboration between Cleveland musicians Ian Hoy, 
Martin Neubert and Alix Reinhardt. As classical, Romantic and French musical 
influences intertwine with the history of American immigration, special attention 
is drawn to New York and the Statue 
of Liberty. The inspiration for this 
performance stems from Hoy’s own 
family immigration story. All three 
musicians share their talents with 
numerous symphonies and orchestras.

Tuesday, July 16, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. 
Genealogy Workshop Taught 
by Deborah Abbott, PhD Main 
Library Learning Lab 

Genealogist Deborah Abbott will 
show you how to unravel your history 
with professional results using the free 
Library Edition of ancestry.com and 
other resources. Space is limited at 
the workshops, but you are welcome 
to register with a partner and share a 
computer. Also, keep in mind that the 
Library Edition of the famous geneal-
ogy resource, ancestry.com, is free to 
use every day at the Library. Call (216) 
226-8275, ext. 127 to register.

Tuesday, July 16, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
Knit & Lit Book Club
Main Library Meeting Room

Come share your passion for great 
literature and show off your knit-
ting, crocheting, counted cross-stitch, 
embroidery and quilting works-in-
progress. Tonight we will discuss 
“Lincoln in the Bardo: A Novel” by 
George Saunders.

by Steve Gannis
Oppose the Cuyahoga County 

plastic bag ban legislation introduced 
by Cuyahoga County Council members 
Sunny Simon and Dale Miller, who are 
both unable to show us any major plas-
tic bag pollution in Cuyahoga County 
or our part of Lake Erie - because there 
is none. Maybe in other parts of the 
world, but not here. It is a bad, not 
needed, harmful law, wrongly stopping 
stores and other retailers from giving 
shoppers free plastic bags to put their 
purchases in, which the shoppers then 
re-use to put garbage in at home.

Under this foolish Simon/MIller 
law, people will have to buy extra plas-
tic bags for their garbage, still using 
plastic bags. That hurts poor people 
the most. Simon and Miller are not 
poor and evidently do not care about 
the poor. If illegal truck dumping in 
Cuyahoga County is putting plastic 
bags and other trash/garbage in the 
environment, stop the illegal dumping. 
Don't ban plastic bags.

Letter To Editor - 
Stop The Ban On Plastic Bags

Plastic bags are needed for wet 
purchases especially, such as some wet 
produce, ice cream, popsicles, other 
frozen items, etc...and when purchas-
ing little pet fish from pet stores, etc...
because the wetness can leak through 
paper bags, but not plastic bags. Simon 
and Miller's bag ban legislation says 
it is based on a tyrannical plastic bag 
law of the bureaucratic oppressive gov-
ernment of the Communist China 
dictatorship. This shows that Simon 
and Miller are un-American extreme 
leftists, modeling this law on anti-
democratic China's law, where there 
is no freedom of speech and critics of 
the government are jailed. Simon and 
Miller's bag ban law states this law is 
needed because some people "waste" 
plastic bags. How would they know 
who is wasting a plastic bag? And if 
somebody does, that does not mean 
plastic bags should be banned. Do we 
ban cigarettes because a few are on the 
ground by the front door of a bar? This 

continued on page 11
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Lakewood Public Library

Lakewood’s
Best Patio

To Party On! Book your 
fundraisers and 

special  events
With Us!

Tuesday and Sunday are $2 Taco Nights
Best Brunch In Town! Saturdays at 11am & Sunday 9:30am

Mondays - Buy One, Get One - Black Angus Burgers
Wednesdays - Try our $5 Menu!

by Lisa Calfee
While working as a park ranger at 

the Grand Canyon National Park, Scott 
Kraynak was thinking about Cleve-
land; the tough, resilient town was the 
center of an underappreciated com-
munity of artists and both needed to 
be celebrated. Nearly 2000 miles away, 

by Elaine Rosenberger
Doan Brook Trio is a woodwind 

ensemble featuring oboist Martin 
Neubert, clarinetist Alix Reinhardt, 
and bassoonist Ian Hoy. Taking its 
name from Doan Brook, one of the 
five greater bluestone brooks found 
in Cuyahoga County, the trio was 
founded in 2018 by Ian Hoy. The trio’s 
mission is to raise awareness of social 
justice issues through enriching pro-
grams which are fact-based and which 
have a personal connection.

The Doan Brook Trio brings a 
special concert entitled “My Family 
Immigration Story” to the Lakewood 
Main Library on Sunday, July 14, 2019. 
The inspiration for Sunday’s perfor-
mance stems from Hoy’s own family 
immigration story. A family letter was 

by Marge Foley
The Lakewood Public Library 

invites you to an entertaining program 
full of mixed-up magic with Nicholas, 
a graduate of the St. Ignatius Circus 
Club. An early interest in the world of 
magic led Nicholas to create a one-of-a-
kind show that will be fun for all ages. 
You’ll be in awe as Nicholas blends 
magic with balloons and juggling into 
one show. His hilarious antics will 
keep you laughing, making this a per-
formance you won’t want to miss. His 
award-winning act is coming to the 
Lakewood Public Library, so bring the 
whole family for a magical and amaz-
ing afternoon. This program will take 
place on Friday, July 12, 2019 at 3:00 
p.m. in the Main Library Multipurpose 
Room.

by David Nader
The Cuyahoga County Depart-

ment of Sustainability and the non 
profit Solar United Neighbors of Ohio 
are cosponsoring a free meeting for 
home and business owners interested 
in going solar. Topics will include the 
history of solar power, incentives such 
as the 30% Federal Solar Tax Credit 
and financing options including the 
low interest Cuyahoga County HELP 
Loan Program.

Attendees will learn how to 
save money and stress by joining the 
Cuyahoga County Solar Co-op. The 
Co-op will grow as meetings are con-
ducted throughout Cuyahoga County. 
Once the Co-op has reached sufficient 

The Comic World Of Nicholas

Magic and fun with Nicholas.

Meet The Author: 

“The HeART Of Cleveland” By Scott Kraynak
"The HeART of Cleveland" was born.

Kraynak is taking a break from 
his day job to visit Lakewood Public 
Library on Thursday, July 11, 2019 at 7 
p.m. to discuss "The HeART of Cleve-
land" and the city’s dynamic art scene. 
Joining book editor Scott Kraynak will 
be featured artists John W. Carlson, 

Cuyahoga County Solar Co-op 
Meeting At Lakewood Library

size bids will be solicited from install-
ers. Co-op members will choose from 
among those bids. There is no obliga-
tion and members are free to quit at 
any time.

Since it's beginning in 2016 the 
Co-op has helped 80 consumers go 
solar. The first round of the Cuyahoga 
County Solar Co-op had 58 members 
and has already solicited bids from 
installers.

Solar power furnishes electricity 
to nearly 25,000 Ohio homes and the 
industry has created 7,162 jobs in this 
state. Pleas join us at the Lakewood 
Public Library on 15425 Detroit Avenue 
at 6pm on Wednesday July 24 and learn 
about this emerging green technology.

Doan Brook Trio Performs “My Family 
Immigration Story” Concert 

sent to France from New York on the 
occasion of the inauguration of the 
Statue of Liberty in 1886.

Ian Hoy is adjunct bassoon pro-
fessor at Ashland University. Alix 
Reinhardt is a member of the adjunct 
faculty at the University of Akron and 
is a regular performer with the Akron, 
Canton, Youngstown and Wheeling 
Symphony Orchestras. Martin Neu-
bert is principal oboist for BlueWater 
Chamber Orchestra and is second obo-
ist for Cleveland Pops Orchestra.

The trio’s concert takes place on 
Sunday, July 14, 2019 at 2:00 p.m. in the 
Main Library Auditorium and will fea-
ture classical, romantic, and modern 
French works. Admission is free and 
open to all ages.

Gary Dumm, Laura Dumm, Ron Hill, 
Leslie Edwards Humez, George Kocar, 
Ray McNiece, James Quarles, William 
Scheele and Pam Spremulli.

The work and personal city-reflec-
tions of our special guests are showcased 
in The HeART of Cleveland along with 
70 artists, both past and present.

The book contains over 100 works 
of art, including a variety of paintings, 
watercolors, illustrations, sculptures, 
etchings, mixed-media, graphic illus-
trations, photographs, dyes on silk and 
charcoals as well as essays by artists 

Douglas Max Utter and William G. 
Scheele, poet/performer RA Washington 
and the late punk legend Mike Hudson.

Join this talented group July 11, 
2019 for a lively discussion on "The 
HeART of Cleveland." When it comes 
to the creative community of artists 
inspired by our city, there is a lot to 
talk about.

The program will be held in the 
Main Lower Level Auditorium. Books 
will be available for sale and signing at 
the event.
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Lakewood Public Schools

 Sign up today! 
· Programs for 6th-12th graders

∙ No experience necessary

@Foundry216

Call us:
440.596.7069.

Sign up online:
clevelandfoundry.org

by Christine Gordillo
Lakewood High School is excited 

to introduce a new Fresh Start orienta-
tion for the 2019-2020 school year! The 
first day of school on Tuesday, August 
20, 2019 will be dedicated to freshmen 
and other new students to Lakewood 
High. Sophomores, juniors, and 
seniors will report for their first day on 
Wednesday, August 21, 2019.

The LHS team is looking forward 

by Christine Gordillo
Kindergarten registration for 

the 2019-2020 school year is now tak-
ing place at the Lakewood Board of 
Education at 1470 Warren Road, by 
appointment only. Students must be 
5 years old on or before September 
30, 2019 in order to register. To begin 
the process, go to www.lakewoodci-
tyschools.org and click on the Student 
Registration link under Quick Links 
on the left side of the page.

After collecting all required 
documents and completing all pre-
registration forms online, you will be 
prompted to schedule an appointment 
to register your child.  If you have any 
questions, please contact the regis-
tration secretary at 216-529-4279 or 

by Mirian Roman
The Lakewood High School 

Alumni Ranger Marching band is 
proud to announce the 40th Anniver-
sary of the Trip to England Celebration. 
All alumni marching band and auxil-
iary members are welcome to join us 
for Homecoming game against North 
Olmsted on Friday, September 27, 
2019 at 7 p.m. Save the date and plan 
on coming out for a night of march-
ing band fun and hopefully some great 

LHS First Day For New Students Only
to introducing this new format of Fresh 
Start by dedicating an entire school day 
for our freshman and new students to 
begin their LHS experience. The day 
will start with check-in promptly at 
7:45 a.m.  Students will enter through 
Door 32, which is located next to the 
Ranger Shop off Franklin Boulevard. 
Check-in will conclude by 8:15 a.m. 
at which time the students will move 
to the Civic Auditorium to begin our 

day’s activities.
Over the course of Fresh Start, 

students will be introduced to topics 
such as student code of conduct, dress 
code, student expectations, safety, and 
extracurricular activities. Additionally, 
students will be given the opportunity 
to walk through their individual sched-
ule in order to meet LHS teachers and be 
prepared for the first day of school with 
all students. Time will also be allotted 

for students to access their lockers and 
practice their locker combinations.

All students will eat lunch from 
11:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. in the cafeteria. 
Students may bring their lunch or hot 
lunch service will operate as normal.

All LHS staff members will be on 
hand during the course of the day and 
will be participating in activities with 
the students. The day will end with a pep 
rally where freshman and new students 
can take part in games and activities and 
also hear from Superintendent Barnes.  

An orientation for parents will be 
held on Monday, August 19, 2019 from 
6:00-7:30 p.m. in the LHS cafeteria. 
We encourage all parents of freshman 
and new students to attend this event 
as important information will be cov-
ered. No RSVP is required.  

We feel that this new format of 
Fresh Start will provide freshman and 
new students with a chance to have 
a smooth transition to Lakewood 
High School. This day will be focused 
around the importance of involvement 
from both staff and student, being a 
good citizen of the LHS community, 
and fostering Ranger Pride. 

If you have any questions, please 
contact House 1 Principal Tony 
Chiaravalle at tony.chiaravalle@lake-
woodcityschools.org.

Thank you and we look forward to 
seeing you and your student in August!

Registration Underway For 
Lakewood Schools’ Kindergarten

by email at patty.hays@lakewoodci-
tyschools.org.

You will need to provide the fol-
lowing documents at registration:

• Child’s birth certificate, original 
or certified copy; passport or visa

• Child’s immunization record, 
doctor’s name and phone number

• Driver’s license or State ID of the 
residential parent/legal guardian regis-
tering the student

• Proofs of residency - provide two 
in the form of: Utility bills (gas, elec-
tric, water), pay stub, valid signed lease, 
business mail, Section 8 documenta-
tion, voter registration card, municipal 
income tax return (RITA)                          

OR: When no other proofs of 
residency can be provided, the Owner 

Affidavit form must be completed by 
the landlord, owner, or manager and 
signed in the presence of a Notary Pub-
lic.

Custody documents (if applica-
ble): Only legal residents who are the 
parent or legal guardian of the child 
may complete the registration process. 
Applicable court documents must be a 
certified copy and contain any and all 
exhibits or attachments referenced to 
show custody.

    Copy of a signed current IEP 
and ETR (if applicable)

Children attending the Lakewood 
City Schools’ pre-kindergarten program 
are enrolled in the District and do not 
need to re-register. Kindergarten infor-
mation will be given to these families.

Annual LHS Alumni Ranger 
Marching Band Celebration

surprises! “Like” us on Facebook at 
LHS Alumni Ranger Marching Band 
for event updates and other events. 
You may also visit the Lakewood High 
School Bands Alumni page for updates 
and to register as an alum band mem-
ber. It's free to join and we won't bog 
you down with unnecessary emails. 
Email us, lhsarmb@yahoo.com with 
any questions you may have or con-
tact Sean DeRenzo, Alumni Marching 
Band President.
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Lakewood Cares

LAKEWOOD DENTAL GROUP
17117 Detroit Avenue, Lakewood Ohio 44107

216.221.0300 Call Us Today!

5 Good Reasons To Call Us
1) Convenience... We’ll see you immediately 
    and fix your problem now!
2) Money... We are affordable and will 
    help you with your insurance.
3) Fear... Do not worry, our work will be 
    done comfortably    done comfortably
4) Time... We realize your time is valuable. 
    We will not keep you waiting.
5) Our Promise... We stand behind all the work we do.
WE ACCEPT MOST FORMS OF INSURANCE INCLUDING MEDICAID.

by Lynn Donaldson
Imagine. You’re fifteen years old; 

16 days shy of your sixteenth birth-
day. You’re about to embark on an 
11-month journey, travel 8,700 miles to 
a different country, attend a different 
school, live with families you’ve never 
met, speak a language everyday you’ve 
only studied in school.

You’ve chosen to apply for the 
Rotary Youth Exchange’s long-term 
program in Thailand, your home 
country. You, your parents, and school 
have filled out all the forms. You’ve 
listed your strengths, weaknesses and 
ambitions. Your parents have writ-
ten candidly about your character and 
maturity. Your commitment is for an 
entire school year.

Patitta “Pati” Kitcharoenchai knew 
about Rotary. Her father, Somchart, is 
a member of the club in Chanthaburi. 
Since last August, Pati’s host club has 
been the Rotary Club of Lakewood 
and Rocky River. No stranger to Youth 
Exchange, the club has had at least one 
exchange student every year since Lisa 
Nestorsen (from Sweden) in 1982.

RYE’s objectives are simple, 
succinct and clear – “Instilling inter-
national understanding and goodwill 
in students, creating positive change by 
empowering youth, and making last-
ing connections for host clubs, host 
families, communities, and the stu-
dents involved.”

Exchange students are called 
“outbounds” by their home (sponsor) 
Rotary club and district, and simul-
taneously “inbounds” by their host 
Rotary club and district in the country 
where they spend their year. Students 
who have completed their exchanges 
are called "rebounds." 80 countries 
typically participate in the Youth 
Exchange each year.

Rotary requires that every inbound 
Youth Exchange student is assigned 
a counselor. Although an inbound 
student will rotate through multiple 
host families during the exchange, the 
counselor is a constant in the life of 
the student. The counselor establishes 
contact with the student before his 
or her arrival, and maintains regular 
contact throughout the student’s stay 
in his or her host country. The coun-

Former Exchange Student Gives Back To Rotary As RYE Counselor

Natasha Corrigan (left) and Patitta Kitcharoenchai.

selor explains the expectations of the 
host club, helps the student adapt to 
the culture and language, and is a con-
stant resource providing support and 
encouragement.

For 25 year-old Natasha Corrigan, 
having been a Rotary Youth Exchange 
student herself, the decision to become 
a counselor was an easy one. “When 
I was going through the application 
process and the decision to become an 
exchange student, I wanted to see more 
of the world and learn about another 
culture firsthand. Growing up in a 
bicultural home (her mother is from 
Mexico), I thought it would be good to 
gain another perspective of the world 
through the eyes of another culture, 
while learning another language.”

Starting this July, Natasha’s 
mother, Marjorie, will be president of 
the Lakewood-Rocky River club.

For her exchange, Natasha was 
placed in Namur, Belgium. “I was 
blessed with an amazing host family,” 
she relates. “My counselor was a won-
derful man. He was a wonderful help 
during my entire experience. He was 
always available and warmly welcomed 
me into the exchange experience. To 
this day, I am still in contact with him 
and his family and I see them when I go 
back to Belgium to visit.”

When the opportunity to be a 
counselor arose last spring, Nata-
sha thought it would be a great idea 
to be the counselor for the incoming 

exchange student. “After my exchange 
year in Belgium, the direction that 
my life took was a direct result of the 
amazing experience and opportunity 
that Rotary gave me. I owe who I am 
today to Rotary. By being a counselor, I 
can share and give back to Rotary what 
it gave me."

"Being a former exchange stu-
dent and now being a counselor for a 
current inbound gives me a unique 
perspective,” Natasha continues. “I’ve 
been in the exchange student’s shoes 
and I know firsthand what she might 
be going through. When you are in a 
new place where you don't know any-
one, someone who knows what it feels 
like to be right where you are is going to 
be a source of comfort. The more com-
fortable a person is, the easier they are 
able to relax and take in all of the new 
surroundings. They are more at ease."

For Pati, Natasha’s decision was 
unexpected. “The thing that sur-
prised me at first was she had been an 
exchange student,” Pati shares. “It’s 
very easy to me to talk and share with 
her since she’s very young. Before I got 
here I thought I’d get a counselor who’s 
my parents’ age. I’m very glad I got her 
to be my counselor. I just feel like hav-
ing a counselor who’s close to my age 
it’s easier to talk, it just feels like having 
an older sister! Natasha’s always nice to 
me. She’s so sweet and helpful!”

Pati and Natasha get together at 
least once a month. “We talk about 

how’s life going and stuff,” Pati 
explains. “If I have any problems, I talk 
with her. She always helps me a lot, too! 
She helped me with my dress and shoes 
for Rotary’s (district) conference, my 
prom dress, and just giving me advice.”

Natasha surprised Pati with gifts 
on her birthday and Christmas. “I just 
never expected that. It really surprised 
me.” The two enjoy shopping together, 
or just relaxing. “I helped her to choose 
her friend’s birthday gift. It’s really fun 
to be with her; it’s like I have one more 
host sister! I feel so fortunate having 
her as my counselor.”

Youth Exchange has been a good 
experience for Pati. “I went on the east-
ern trip in March and it was so much 
fun. I got to see many cool places in 
other states, and learned about history. 
Another thing was indoor and outdoor 
track. I’m so glad that I joined. I got so 
many friends and the important thing 
was I really learned what hard work is 
and I pushed myself until I got to be in 
a junior varsity meet. I was doing two 
miles. I never expected that to hap-
pen since I didn’t have running skill at 
all. This will be an experience that I’ll 
never forget!”

Natasha can’t be more positive 
about the program. “Rotary wants 
exchange students to maximize on 
their experience so they can go forth 
and ultimately help make the world a 
better place for all,” Natasha says. “By 
having someone who has been right 
where they are right now, they can also 
see what it’s going to be like a few years 
down the road.

Exchange doesn't just last one year. 
It lasts many more than that. You touch 
people's lives and they touch yours. 
You make connections and memories 
to last you for the rest of your life and 
you build with them.

“Doing the long term exchange 
was the best decision I have ever made 
in my almost 25 years of life,” she con-
tinues. “From exchange student, to 
rebounder, to counselor for a current 
inbound, I can only hope that more 
former exchange students begin to fill 
more roles as counselors and give back 
to the Rotary family that has given us 
so much.”
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Fourth Of July 1969 - Tragedy Strikes

@LakewoodAlive  #SummerMeltdown LakewoodAlive Lakewood_Alive  

Silver Sponsors
Bath Fitter • Blue Ridge Media Company •  Eric Lowrey, Berkshire Hathaway/Lucien Realty • 

The Ferry Cap and Set Screw Company • Lakewood Public Library • Peace Racing •  
thunder::tech • Universal Windows Direct • West Side Skates

presented by Saturday, July 13, 2019

A Celebration of Summer  
in Downtown Lakewood 

Detroit Avenue closed between Arthur & Marlowe
1 Mile Family  

Fun Run and Walk
6 p.m. Start time

Meltdown 5K
7 p.m. Start time

Street Festival 
4–8 p.m.

Beer Garden
5–10 p.m.

Visit LakewoodAlive.org/Meltdown for more info.

Title Sponsor Gold Sponsors

1 Mile Family Fun Run and Walk Meltdown 5K Sponsor

by Susan Schwartz Salontay
The idea for the memorial bench 

started exactly five years ago. I was in 
Lakewood on business. I stopped for lunch 
at the downtown restaurant Souper Mar-
ket and picked up a Lakewood Observer.

I was very moved by the article 
Lakewood resident Gary Rice had writ-
ten for the 45th anniversary of the 
storm. He had graduated with my sister 
the month before the storm. He wrote 
that her passing had inspired him to 
take her declared college major in edu-
cation as his own.

I finished the article and my lunch, 
and did something I never thought I 
would do again. I drove down Belle Ave 
and entered Lakewood Park.

The bandstand seemed to be the 

July 4th, 1969 Memorial Bench

The bench looks out onto Lake Erie.

only structure that was remotely the 
same. I had been told this is where my 
sister was killed by falling trees. I had 
been there that day, but was with a girl-
friend taking refuge in a home nearby. 
As I drew closer, I saw hundreds of 
memorial plaques on benches, and 
sidewalk bricks. I spent a good bit of 
time looking for one that remembered 
the historic storm of July 4, 1969 but 
found nothing.

My next stop was City Hall where 
I left a note for my former classmate 
and the current mayor, Mike Summers, 
asking how to purchase a memorial 
bench for my sister. Mike caught up 
with me a week later and told me that 
after talking to other members of the 
class reunion committee, the decision 

had been made to have 
the class donate the 
funds. In the sum-
mer of '69, our class 
had just graduated 
from the three junior 
highs and was enter-
ing Lakewood High 
in the fall. Obviously, 
the event was seared 
in everyone’s memory, 
although I was the 
only classmate who 
lost a sibling.

The project was 
spearheaded by our 
homecoming queen 

and reunion chair, Anita Weber Rhea. The 
website and donation apparatus was put 
together by class brainiac Ellen McFarland 
Matheny and the email blast resulted in 
our collecting the $1200 needed within a 
two day period. I wrote all the thank-you 
notes.

The bench was completed and 
installed the following summer, just in 
time for our annual class picnic held 
in Lakewood Pavilion. At some point, 
everyone present walked down to the 
new lakefront promenade and viewed 
the bench, which is closest to the Solstice 
Steps.

The plaque reads:
July 4, 1969
Greta Schwartz / Dagmar Dolejs
Donated by the LHS class of 72
Everyone present felt proud that our 

class was the one to commemorate this 
event.

For me, the park suddenly came 
alive again. Instead of a foreboding place 
of sadness, I now saw all the wonderful 
improvements and smiled at all the fam-
ilies enjoying this wonderful park with 
their loved ones. At least once a year, I visit 
and sit on the bench.

It’s all good. My sister is remembered.

Greta Schwartz, Lakewood High Class 
of 1969.

by Gary Rice
Note: This is an updated re-print of 

my earlier Lakewood Observer column 
regarding 1969.

In a great many ways, 1969 changed 
everything. Just about anyone alive at 
that time knew it too. 

If 1968 brought rain, 1969 brought 
the storm; literally and figuratively, 
locally and nationally.

Many writers allude to a time in his-
tory when innocence was lost forever. 
If any year filled that bill, it was 1969. 
It was also quite a time for this young 
writer, who was about to graduate from 
Lakewood High School. This year marks 
the 50th reunion for my class. 

We’ll be getting together soon in 
July; at least, those of us who can still 
make it.

Let's step back in time to those 
Lakewood streets in 1969; in those weeks 
just before our graduation, at least...for a 
little while. 

You would have seen a city having 
marked differences from today. Giant 
elms, sycamores, and maple trees stood 
along the serene tree lawns of Lakewood's 
side streets, lending cool green shade 
and a womb-like sense of security and 
peace to the residents. Most impressive 
of all were those elms, with their V-like 
branches reaching heavenward, and 
overarching the nearby homes; provid-
ing the illusion at least, that every street 
was cocooned in its own little world. 
Many of those streets back then had not 
yet been paved over with asphalt. Those 
streets still retained their red-brick lus-

Gary Rice’s Story From LO’s Pulse Of Lakewood 
Volume 10, Issue 14, 2014

1969, A Year Of Change
ter, and while that made for slick driving 
during the rains, and bumpy moments 
for our middleweight bicycles, the over-
all effect was much like that of a halcyon, 
idealized portrait of front-porch middle 
America; as it was ever meant to be. Ice-
cream trucks, as well as bicycle-borne 
knife sharpeners and fruit vendors adver-
tised their presence by pleasant bells and 
plaintive calls. 

Many of those moments were cap-
tured by Dad's Ansco 35mm camera, 
a cool little heavy metal machine that 
took stunning photos, IF you set all those 
little doodads just right! There was also 
the family's fantastic Polaroid, a fold-out 
black-and-brushed-metal affair that you 
also had to manipulate with a multi-step 
process of cocking it, clicking a button, 
and then first, carefully pulling out a 

Read the rest of this story on-
line at lakewoodobserver.com, 
or follow the QR Code

Susan Schwartz Salontay, sister of Greta Schwartz and author 
of this story.
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13362 Madison Ave. • Lakewood, OH •  (216) 226-8828

Whiskey/Bourbon Night
Every Thursday night at Woodstock! 

Huge selection! 
Paired with our smoked meats, 
amazing wings and side dishes. 

BBQ Tuesday! 
$10 Rib Dinner Special! 

1/4 slab, fries, house slaw, pickles, onions. 
Dine in only until sold out.

by Corky Thacker
The Church of the Ascension will 

present an opportunity for members 
of the Lakewood community to sell 
or discover local treasures at Ascen-
sion Market on the first Saturdays of 
July (6th), August (3rd) and September 
(7th). Ascension Market will be held 
on the front lawn of the church at 13216 
Detroit Avenue. In the event of rain, it 
will be in Strom Hall in the lower level; 
entrance is at the east-side parking lot.

by Andy Richardson
The Young Marines, a national 

youth organization, has named Tiffany 
Schwarzwalder the “Division 5 Adult 
Volunteer of the Year.” She is a resi-
dent of Lakewood, Ohio and the unit 
and battalion executive officer for the 
Greater Lake County Young Marines. 
The unit meets at 8720 Twinbrook Rd., 
Mentor, Ohio.

Commanded by Bill Sickles, the 
unit has eight active Young Marines 
and four registered adult volunteers. 
The website is: https://www.glcyoung-
marines.org/

Each Young Marine unit is led and 
guided by adult volunteers. There are 
2,500 registered adult volunteers with the 
organization. Annually, one adult volun-
teer is selected from each of six divisions 
for “Division Volunteer of the Year.”

The members of the Greater Lake 
County Young Marines have partici-
pated in color guard ceremonies for the 
Marine Corps League, Veteran's Day, 
and other community events. The unit 
helped with the annual community-

Young Marines Adult Volunteers of the Year are recognized at the grand banquet of 
the Adult Leaders Conference in Orlando, Florida. Left to Right, Claudine Brogan, of 
Fall River, Massachusetts; Elliot Ganson, of Abingdon, Maryland; Michael Vicente, 
of Jacksonville, Florida; Dina Dillon, of Seguin, Texas; Tiffany Schwarzwalder, of 
Lakewood, Ohio; Jackie Needham, of Mesa, Arizona; and Col William P. Davis 
USMC (Ret), national executive director and CEO of the Young Marines.

Lakewood Resident Recognized As 
Volunteer Of The Year By The Young Marines

wide Veteran's breakfast. The unit was 
asked to assist in the Marine Corps 
birthday celebration in Downtown 
Cleveland hosted by the active duty 
Marines at the Alexander J. Celebrezze 
Federal Office Building.

In addition, the unit assisted the 
Marine Corps League with Toys for 
Tots by helping to sort toys and bag 
items for the families. The unit hosted 
our Battalion for a winter encampment 
that 80 Young Marines attended.

“Tiffany is an extremely dedicated 
volunteer who truly enjoys seeing her 
Young Marines grow into responsible 
citizens,” said Col William P. Davis 
USMC (Ret), national executive direc-
tor and CEO of the Young Marines. 
“She is event driven and action ori-
ented, and she truly reflects the caliber 
of volunteer to which we always aspire 

to lead our Young Marines."
“The core values instilled in our 

Young Marines: teamwork, leader-
ship, and discipline, are values they 
will carry throughout their lives not 
just while they are in the program,” 
Schwarzwalder said. “The confidence 
I see develop with the Young Marines 
is very important. There are so many 
important skills learned in this pro-
gram that have a lifetime of benefits.”

For more information about the 
Greater Lake County Young Marines, 
call Bill Sickles at 440-413-6707.

About the Young Marines
The Young Marines is a national 

non-profit 501c (3) youth education 
and service program for boys and girls, 
age eight through the completion of 
high school. The Young Marines pro-
motes the mental, moral and physical 
development of its members. The pro-
gram focuses on teaching the values 
of leadership, teamwork and self-dis-
cipline, so its members can live and 
promote a healthy, drug-free lifestyle.

Since the Young Marines' humble 
beginnings in 1959 with one unit and 
a handful of boys, the organization has 
grown to over 264 units with 8,500 youth 
and 2,500 adult volunteers in 40 states, 
the District of Columbia, Japan and affil-
iates in a host of other countries.

For more information, visit the 
official website at: https://www.Young-
Marines.com.

One might find antiques, collect-
ibles, books, crafts, artwork, clothing, 
jewelry, one-of-a-kind items and more. 
It’s amazing what wonderful things 
need to come out of over-stuffed base-
ments and attics that others can enjoy! 
Sellers may rent a table for a free-will 
offering. Hamburgers, hotdogs, soft 
drinks, etc. will be for sale by the 
church.

To reserve a table, please call the 
church office at 216-521-8727.

Community Market At 
Church Of The Ascension

well as representing indigent criminal 
defendants, many facing addiction and 
mental health issues.

In addition to my work as an attor-
ney, I have been an active member of 
the Lakewood community since mov-
ing here over a decade ago. I have served 
4 years on the Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee, acting as co-chair for 2 of those 
years. I have helped direct funds to 
programs that specifically benefit low 
and moderate-income areas of the city 
of Lakewood, as well as ensuring fund-
ing for programs that have encouraged 
small business and entrepreneurship 
in the city. I have also, been elected 
to the Cuyahoga County Democratic 

Lindsey Grdina Announces Ward 1 Bid; 
Endorsed By Cuyahoga County 
Democrats

Party Central Committee and Execu-
tive Committee twice since 2014. I have 
used my voice to support strong female 
candidates for State, Local, and Judicial 
positions.  

Informed Leadership for a Thriv-
ing Lakewood. It’s not just a slogan, it’s 
the guiding principle for my campaign. 
Informed leaders are committed to 
their constituents, they provide timely 
answers, and act in a transparent man-
ner. Informed leaders take the time to 
research complex issues, find unique 
solutions, and have a passion for the 
community they represent. It's this 
type of impassioned, informed leader-
ship that I want to bring to the people 
of Ward 1 as their representative to 
City Council.

continued from page 1

Lakewood Cares
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13535 Detroit Avenue @ Elbur
216-221-2525 www.rehabpros.net

Evening Hours / Same Day Appointments
Most insurance accepted, Medicare, Workers Compensation 

Dr. Anthony DiFilippo, PT
Dr. Edward  Aubé, PT

Physical  erapy

Call us to get them loose.
 Got Rusty  Knees?

16506 Detroit Rd.   Lakewood, OH 44107

by Mika Timura
HIAS and their affiliate, US 

Together, a refugee resettlement agency 
in Cleveland, are partnering with Airb-
nb’s new Open Homes program to 
provide temporary housing for refu-
gees. The program is designed to help 
individuals and families who need 
temporary housing for several reasons, 
one of which is refugee resettlement. 
Temporary housing is provided while 
the refugees’ permanent housing is 
finalized. Usually, housing for refu-
gees is secured before they arrive. 
However, extenuating circumstances 
occasionally happen, and gap housing 
becomes necessary. This partnership 
with Airbnb aims to address the need 
for gap housing by connecting refu-
gee resettlement agencies to volunteer 
hosts.  

To learn more about this excit-
ing new program, please attend one 
of the Open Homes Information ses-
sions hosted by US Together; Tuesday, 
July 9th at 6pm, at the Lakewood 
Public Library – 15425 Detroit Ave., 
Lakewood and Thursday, July 11th at 
6pm, at the Cuyahoga County Public 
Library, Parma Branch – 6996 Powers 

Locals Called To 
Host Refugees

Blvd., Parma.
At the information session, 

attendees will learn what Open Homes 
is, the need for hosts, and the process 
to become a host. If you are interested 
in becoming a volunteer host, but can’t 
attend an information session, you can 
still register through Airbnb Open 
Homes and create an account through 
ht tps : //a irbnbopenhomes.pxf.io /
HIAS-Cleveland  If you use this link to 
sign up, US Together may earn a com-
mission from Airbnb and will be able 
to connect with you if temporary hous-
ing for refugee clients is needed.

by Bonnie Fencl
On the morning of the 4th of July parade, dressed up as Lady Liberty, she will 

be handing out temporary tattoos with the Liberty Bell design. Pick out where you 
will want to wear them, clean that spot really well. Have some water ready remove 
the plastic off the design, place face down on skin, wet very well, press until design 
transfers on to your skin. Celebrate our country's freedom!

Lady Liberty Gives Out Tattoos

law is over-kill.
It is a "feel good" issue for Simon 

and Miller, getting them publicity, 
while they mislead the public. The 
huge fines this law will collect from 
violators may go to Simon's and Mill-
er's pals and cronies. Giving them jobs 
collecting fines. This Stalinist law cre-
ates a police state in Cuyahoga County 
of people ratting out violators. I would 
not be surprised if Sunny Simon has a 
poster of Lenin on her wall.

Strangely, this Simon/MIller law 
omits other forms of plastic, such as 
straws, plastic bottles, plastic wrap, plas-
tic dishes, spoons, forks, knives, cups, etc...
Why? Is the paper bag industry paying off 
Simon secretly to get this law to defeat 
their rival, the plastic bag industry? Is cor-

Stop The Ban On Plastic Bags
ruption and bribery behind this?

A voluntary education cam-
paign would be better than a ban. 
Killing more trees, which increases 
global warming, for more paper bags 
is what Simon and Miller advocate, 
by banning plastic bags. Other worse 
sources of plastic in the environment 
are ignored by this law. Retailers such 
as Giant Eagle grocery stores have big 
bins for people to put plastic bags in 
to be recycled. That makes more sense 
than the Simon/MIller plastic bag ban.

It is bad legislation, as was Simon 
and Miller's 2017 bag tax legislation 
that County Council rejected. Call 216-
221-0228 to help stop this not-needed, 
outrageous dictatorial un-American, 
anti-freedom plastic bag ban.

Signed, Steve Gannis Lakewood, 
Ohio 44107

by Mitchell Robida
The Community Recreation and 

Education Department has employ-
ment opportunities for the Event Staff 
position. Event Staff are the direct rep-
resentative of the Lakewood Board 
of Education and the Lakewood City 
Schools Community Recreation & 
Education Department during non-
school hours. The primary duties and 
responsibilities are, but not limited to, 
the monitoring and managing of all 
facility events, ensuring the safety and 
well-being of all participants.

The ideal candidate for the posi-
tion of Event Staff will have knowledge 

Employment Opportunities-
Lakewood Recreation Dept.

of school facilities, the ability to estab-
lish priorities and work independently, 
without direct supervision. This posi-
tion is part time, approximately 15-20 
hours a week, nights and weekends 
may be required.

Interested candidates should 
submit an Employment Application, 
which is available at www.lakewood-
recreation.com under Resources and 
Important Forms, to: The Lakewood 
City Schools Community Recre-
ation and Education Department, c/o 
Mitchell Robida, 1456 Warren Road, 
Lakewood, OH 44107.

continued from page 4

Lakewood Cares

Isn’t it time you joined with 
this history making,

award winning project?

CALL
216.407.6818

TODAY!
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Religion

Affordable living. Smart development. 
Thoughtful growth.

Paid for by   
Friends of Brad Presutto

by George Hansell
On July 4th, the United States 

of America will celebrate its 243rd 
birthday. Among the hymns that are 
traditionally sung on or around July 
4th is our National Hymn, “God of Our 
Fathers.” This hymn has been a favor-
ite of mine since I first sang it in the 
Children's Choir at St. Luke's Lutheran 
Church in Richardson, Texas. As I've 
reflected on the words of the hymn, 
I've discovered some great truths that 
all people in general and all Americans 
in particular should consider and take 
to heart. Here they are for your consid-
eration.

God of our fathers, whose 
almighty hand Leads forth in beauty 
all the starry band Of shining worlds in 
splendor through the skies, Our grate-
ful songs before Thy throne arise. The 
first settlers of what would become The 
United States of America were believ-
ers in God. Not just any God, but the 
Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, the God who created all things, 
the heavens and the earth and all that is 
in them. He is the God that still guards 
and preserves His wondrous creation. 
It is to this God that all honor and 
praise and glory and worship is to be 
rendered.

God Of Our Fathers
Thy love divine hath led us in the 

past, In this free land by Thee our lot 
is cast; Be Thou our Ruler, Guardian, 
Guide and Stay, Thy Word our law, Thy 
paths our chosen way. The Psalmist 
declares, “Blessed is the nation whose 
God is the Lord, the people He chose 
for his inheritance. From heaven the 
Lord looks down and sees all mankind; 
from His dwelling place He watches all 
who live on earth—he who forms the 
hearts of all, who considers everything 
they do. No king is saved by the size 
of his army; no warrior escapes by his 
great strength. A horse is a vain hope 
for deliverance; despite all its great 
strength it cannot save. But the eyes of 
the Lord are on those who fear Him, 
on those whose hope is in His unfail-
ing love” (Psalm 33:12-18). It is God 
who raises up nations for His pur-
poses and guards and protects them. 
That's what He did for the people of 
Israel, and as long as they followed His 
Word, they were blessed. It was when 
they forsook His Word, disobeyed His 
laws, and followed gods who were mere 
idols that they lost their freedom and 
their nation. As King Solomon once 
wrote, “For lack of guidance a nation 
falls, but many advisers make victory 
sure” (Proverbs 11:14). I submit that 

our nation has at its fingertips “many 
advisers.” They are the inspired Word 
of the prophets and the apostles who 
spoke and wrote as they were moved by 
the Holy Spirit. We as a nation would 
do well to learn the lessons that Biblical 
history provides, for, as the adage goes, 
“those who will not learn from history 
are doomed to repeat it.”

From war's alarms, from deadly 
pestilence, Be Thy strong arm our ever 
sure defense; Thy true religion in our 
hearts increase, Thy bounteous good-
ness nourish us in peace. King Solomon 
wrote in Proverbs 14:34, “Righteous-
ness exalts a nation, but sin is a 
disgrace to any people.” War, famine, 
and disease are all consequences that 
have come upon this world as a conse-
quence of sin. No nation is immune to 
these things, yet God has provided an 
ultimate solution to them. In the full-
ness of time, God sent forth His Son, 
born of woman, born under the Law, to 
redeem those who were under the Law” 
(Galatians 4:4-5) It is in Jesus Christ, 
and Him alone, that true righteous-
ness is found. It is in Him alone that we 
are declared right and just and perfect 
in God's sight, for He is the One who 
was perfect for all people and suffered 
God's perfect justice for sin on the cross 
of Calvary. This is the true religion that 
exalts a nation. May God's people pray 
that it may increase in this country that 
God has graciously established.

Refresh Thy people on their toil-
some way. Lead us from night to 

never-ending day; Fill all our lives with 
love and grace divine; and glory, laud 
and praise be ever Thine!

The book of Hebrews recounts 
the story of Abraham and how he had 
been promised a land and descendants 
that would become a great nation. But 
his eyes were focused beyond this life. 
His eyes were focused on a heavenly 
country. The days are coming when 
nations and kingdoms will cease to 
exist. The trumpet will sound, Christ 
will appear in glory, the dead will be 
raised, and those who have trusted in 
Jesus will enter into heaven and enjoy 
the blessings of eternal life, and those 
who didn't will suffer the torments of 
eternal punishment. May God grant 
that in this great land, we may continue 
to have the privilege of being refreshed 
through the preaching and teaching of 
God's Word. May we continue to grow 
in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus 
as Lord and Savior, until that day that 
we are part of that wonderful vision the 
Apostle John saw: “After this I looked 
and there before me was a great mul-
titude that no one could count, from 
every nation, tribe, people, and lan-
guage, standing before the throne and 
in front of the Lamb. They were wear-
ing white robes and were holding palm 
branches in their hands. And they cried 
out in a loud voice, 'Salvation belongs 
to our God, who sits on the throne and 
to the Lamb” (Revelation 7:9-10)

May the God of our Fathers: The 
Father, The Son (+), and the Holy Spirit 
bless America. Amen.

by Kristin Broadbent
Three Arches Foundation, a 

community-focused grant making 
foundation, announces the election of 
Ellen C. Ospelt, BS, RN, CDE and Alli-
son L. Urbanek to its board of directors.

Ospelt brings extensive experience 
as a professional health administra-
tor and educator. She is Regional Care 
Coordinator for Paladina Health 
working collaboratively with providers 
and care teams across Ohio to address 
the health management needs of 
patients. Over the past 20 years, Ospelt 
has devoted her professional career 
to improving population health and 
chronic disease management and pre-
vention through various administrator 
roles at North Coast Health, Visiting 
Nurse Association of Ohio and St. Vin-
cent Charity Hospital. A resident of Bay 
Village, Ospelt is an active member of 
the Northeast Ohio American Associa-
tion of Diabetes Educators, American 
Diabetes Association and Preventive 
Cardiovascular Nurses Association.

Urbanek is Director of Housing & 
Internal Operations for LakewoodAlive, 
a community-centered nonprofit orga-
nization. Previously, she was Director 
of Programming for Home Repair 
Resource Center, a HUD-approved 

Three Arches Foundation 
Welcomes New Board Members

counseling agency. With extensive 
experience in the not-for-profit com-
munity, Urbanek has focused her career 
on developing and implementing hous-
ing outreach and home maintenance 
education programs to foster and 
sustain local neighborhoods, includ-
ing securing CDBG-funded loan and 
grants. A Lakewood resident, Urbanek 
currently serves as co-chair on the 
Associate Board of the Beck Center 
for the Arts and is a member of the 
Anderson Center for Accessible Living 
Committee at Maximum Accessible 
Housing of Ohio.

The board of directors also rec-
ognized Ken Haber for his many years 
of dedicated service to both the Three 
Arches Foundation and the former 
Lakewood Hospital Foundation, not-
ing his leadership role in shaping the 
successful transition. A gift in Haber’s 
honor was made to the Lakewood 
Community Services Center.

About Three Arches Foundation 
(TAF) – Three Arches Foundation is 
a 501(c)(3) public charity that invests 
in advancing the health and well-being 
of the citizens of Lakewood and sur-
rounding communities through grant 
making. 
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When you walk through the door,
you know you are  home.

Seniis
Make us your NEW
HOME this summer!

12400 Madison Ave. • Lakewood, Ohio
216-226-7575

TTY 1-800-750-0750

Lakewood Politics

1 5 3 0 9  M a d i s o n  A v e n u e   •   2 1 6 . 2 2 6 . 8 6 1 6

Call for an appointment for best service.
Free Private Parking. Check with Id or cash

Follow Us On Facebook 
To See Accessories and New Ideas!

Carabel Beauty Salon & Store
 Full Service Salon For Females
Fun Summer Hair Accessories: 
Flowers, Tiaras, & 
Message Rhinestone Hair pins.
Temporary Tattoos to complete 
your look.

Painting
Gutter Cleaning $80-$85
Drywall, Plastering
Electrical/Plumbing

Window Repair
Porch/Steps Repair
Garage Door RepairGarage Door Repair
Deck/Home Pressure

Washing

by Laura Rodriguez-Carbone
It is my belief that a renewed focus 

on community development and health 
in Lakewood is integral to our future.

As a public health professional 
working with communities all across 
northeast Ohio, it is readily apparent 
that public health intersects all aspects 
of public life. The key to our resilience 
in Lakewood - our ability to effectively 
meet future challenges as a community 
- hinges upon community health and 
development. Community development, 
and policies and processes that support it 
in all its facets, is imperative in determin-
ing how we address emerging issues.

As part of the Lakewood Well-
ness Foundation Planning Task Force,  
we discussed at length the change in 
Lakewood’s health landscape and the 
opportunities for health improvement 
through community development. 
When considering the challenges that 
are impacting health and information 
access for Lakewood’s diverse array of 
residents,  what is clear is that more 
ought to be done to identify, organize, 
guide and strengthen community net-
works. This is something that will be 
the central focus for me as your council 
person in Ward 1.

Organizing communities around 
information access, shared goals, and 
facilitating a dialogue that transcends 
streets and neighborhoods will allow 

by Justin Smith
The Cuyahoga County Progressive 

Caucus (CCPC) has endorsed Council-
woman Meghan F. George for Mayor 
of Lakewood, following a candidate 
forum at the Lakewood Public Library 
on Tuesday, June 25. Only Lakewood 
members of the CCPC were permitted 
to vote on this endorsement.

After opening remarks, Council-
woman George put her command of 
Lakewood’s issues on full display in a 
town hall style, question and answer 
format. She noted, “My professional 
experience creating solutions for some 
of Ohio’s largest organizations and 
businesses has prepared me to manage 
the challenges we face in Lakewood.”

“Meghan’s private sector work, 
coupled with her achievements on 
council, made the conclusive case that 
she’s the candidate with the experience 
we need as our next mayor,” said Emily 
Christescu, a Lakewood resident who 
attended the forum.

The CCPC is the largest activist 

Renewed Focus On Community Development And 
Health Essential To Lakewood’s Future

our Ward to collaboratively come to 
solutions to emergent community 
issues. I believe it is important for 
council to partner with residents, as 
well as businesses, healthcare provid-
ers, and professionals to constitute a 
network that is well informed, active 
and knowledgeable about the chal-
lenges and opportunities for growth in 
our community.

Based on data gathered from a 
variety of sources, including several 
community-based needs assessments, 
these are some of the challenges resi-
dents in Ward 1 currently face:

• In Ward 1, senior citizens and 
the disabled comprise over 14% of our 
population.

• Over 1,400 households in Ward 
1 have children under the age of 18 
receiving SNAP benefits.

• 1,000 residents are estimated to 
be uninsured.

Better outcomes to public health 
start with community development in 
our neighborhoods. Public education, 
resident engagement, and collaborative 
community-building, and connec-
tion to public services are the essential 
foundation to better outcomes across 
the spectrum. Communities that are 
actively connected are healthier, safer, 
and more resilient.

I propose a renewed focus on 
community development that is inclu-
sive of partnerships rooted in block 
club outreach. This renewed focus on 
community development and resident-
council partnership will allow our 
citizens to become better informed 
about community issues and work with 
council to develop smart, informed pol-
icies that effectively address challenges.

I also believe our city will need to 
embrace community health by meet-
ing residents where they are in age, 
socioeconomic status and accessi-
bility by looking at opportunities to 
secure and expand funding for health 
and human services. Lakewood’s 
population is aging, and with it come 
public health challenges that include 
increased chances of poverty, adverse 
mental health, chronic disease, dis-
ability accessibility, transportation 
availability, and access to critical care. 

The importance of taking action on 
establishing more opportunities for 
transitional and affordable housing in 
Lakewood will also be a critical area 
of focus to meet the needs of aging 
residents. With regard to our young-
est residents,  47% of children in 
Lakewood Public Schools qualify for 
free and reduced lunch. Nutrition is 
essential to early brain development 
and I believe it is important to work 
to assess and address food insecurity 
among our youth to help support them 
and set them to a healthy path to their 
realize their greatest potential.

Many of these challenges will 
require careful consideration, the 
establishment and expansion of 
partnerships across sectors, and the 
leadership of our elected representa-
tives to address. What is clear is that 
local government has a responsibility 
to strive to be as informed and inclu-
sive as possible and work with residents 
on solutions that make sense for this 

community. We must also make deci-
sions today that are forward thinking 
and are rooted in securing and sup-
porting our community tomorrow.

Meghan George Endorsed 
For Mayor Of Lakewood

organization in the county. It has had 
a significant impact on public policy, 
and its endorsement is an indication 
of the strength Councilwoman George 
has with the voters of Lakewood. 
CCPC endorsed candidates have 
won resounding victories in recent 
Lakewood elections.

Sam O’Leary did not attend the 
public Q&A event following the con-
troversial endorsement meeting of the 
Cuyahoga County Democratic Party 
last week.

Laura Rodriguez-Carbone, Candidate 
for Ward 1 City Council
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Lakewood Is Foodwood©

Visit Sicily Without  
Leaving Home

SINCE 1990  •  26 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

Fresh Authentic Italian Cuisine
Pizza • Pasta • Sandwiches • Salads • Wings

www.nunziospizza.net

NOW SERVING 3 LOCATIONS!
Lakewood • Fairview Park   

Rocky River

17615 Detroit Ave.  •  216-228-2900

OPEN:
Monday - Saturday

4pm - 3:30am
Deliveries until 3:15am

Sunday
2pm - 1:30am

Deliveries until 1:15am
Available Items: Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms, Onion, Green & Red Peppers, Anchovies, 

Ham, Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black, Olives, Hot Peppers, Ground Meat, Pineapple, Jalapeño 
Peppers  SPECIAL TOPPINGS: Artichoke Hearts, Tomato, Broccoli, Chicken

Small
6 cut - 9”

 $7.00
 $7.50
 $8.00
 $8.50
 $9.00
 $9.50
 $0.50
 $1.50

Medium
8 cut - 12”

 $8.50
 $9.25
 $10.00
 $10.75
 $11.50
 $12.25
 $0.75
 $2.00

Large
12 cut - 16”

 $11.00
 $12.00
 $13.00
 $14.00
 $15.00
 $16.00
 $1.00
 $2.50

Party Tray
Half Sheet

$12.00
$13.50
$15.00
$16.50
$18.00
$19.50
$1.50
$3.50

Plain
1 Item
2 Items
3 Items
4 Items
Deluxe
Extra Items
Ext. Cheese/Spec. Topp

PIZZA

U.S. COMMERCE ASSOCIATION 
BEST OF CLEVELAND FOR 2 CONSECUTIVE YEARS

2009 & 2010

by Eva Starr
On a road trip to New Orleans, 

Lakewoodite’s Chris Murphy and part-
ner Joe Keppler toyed with the idea 
of creating a place similar to visiting 
your grandmother’s home, where you 
felt welcomed, comfortable and well 
fed. After much brainstorming with 
friends, their baby, Brewella, was born 
in late fall of 2018.

I moved back to Lakewood from 
San Diego, almost three years ago now, 
still trying to catch up with all the new 
eclectic shops/restaurants Lakewood 
has to offer. Last Sunday morning, I 
awoke to another gorgeous Sunday, 
and walked a half block down the street 
to Brewella’s.

Being a Cancer, (Zodiac sign) I love 
everything quaint, collectible, and vin-
tage. Walking into Brewella’s I felt l hit 
the jackpot! A vintage shop, that serves 
coffee, and delectable crepes, savory & 
sweet. Was I really awake on this Sun-
day morning, or am I still dreaming?

Brewella is Vincent Van Gogh 
meets Georgia O’Keeffe and they had a 
bunch of artistic offspring. I was over-
whelmed with all the artifacts, teacups, 
paintings and collectibles. First things 
first, I thought, let’s eat.

After speaking with the girl 
behind the counter, who educated me 
on the various coffees, (I am not a cof-
fee drinker) I decided to go with the 
Lavender Latte, (they use Phoenix cof-
fee), and the Summer Special crepe, 
the Peach Cobbler. My food came up 
shortly which I took outside on the 
two-table patio, as I cautiously sipped 

by Rachael Mathes
Many factors are reshaping how 

customers think about banking. Citi-
zens Bank is moving at the speed of 
change by putting the customer at the 
heart of everything they do.

“Customers want convenience, 
transparency and flexibility,” says 
Chris Powell of Citizens Bank. They 
are paving the way in innovation & 
technology, leading with their mobile 
banking app. The app makes it easy 
to stay in control of your finances, 
whether you're checking your balances, 
paying a bill or even making deposits 
on the go! It also gives you the ability 
to you to do your banking wherever 

"Brewella's" -- A Walk Down Memory Lane

the lavender latte. Guess what? I am 
now a latte drinker, hmm.

Now comes the real test, being a 
Chef in San Diego, I worked in a French 
restaurant for a short time, where they 
specialized in crepes. Hands down, 
my Peach Cobbler crepe was perfect 
in every way a crepe should be. Served 
with warm peaches atop, a cinnamon, 
graham crackery crumble inside, and 
whipped cream accompaniment. OMG, 
I could become addicted to this place.

The added benefit of eating here 
is almost everything is for sale on the 
walls, and surrounding space. The 
menu and the collectibles are seasonal, 
and the owners are always looking for 
more unique stuff to replace what you 
have chosen to take home with you. It’s 
almost like having breakfast and going 
home with a new pet.

Brewella’s is adorned with mirrors 
of every era, size and shape, tea pots, 
ships, jewelry, and art suited for the 
young at heart and the wise. It has a 
homey feel to it; you just might want to 
bring the kids and grandma too.

Brewella’s is located at 16806 
Madison Ave. Tues-Fri 7am-7pm/Sat-
Sun 8am-5pm 

Brewella’s Peach Cobbler Crêpe with a Lavender Latte.

Banking Made Simple 
Food Truck Day

you are.
The Citizens Bank in Lakewood on 

Belle & Madison is hosting a fun event 
on Friday, July 12th from 11:30 a.m. - 
2:30 p.m., to demonstrate just how easy 
it is to do banking while on lunch with 
the Mobile Banking app. “We want our 
customers to know all of their options 
when it comes to how they can do 
their banking,” said Licensed Banker 
Ernesto Cruz II.

They will have the Barrio food 
truck and Dang Good Foods food 
truck in their parking lot to add in the 
fun and provide a couple selections 
for purchase, as well as free ice cream 
(while supplies last)! All are welcome.

Glass 
Bubble 
Project

216-696-7043
Behind the historic West Side Market

3 Hours Of Fun!  ALL AGES!
Take A Welding Class For Summer

Make A Sculpture, A Robot 
or a Sword & Shield
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

Lakewood’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

LakewoodAlive

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
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from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

by Matt Bixenstine
Remember the joy and happiness 

you feel when spending time on your 
deck and front porch? Does your porch 
or deck need a little revamp? Then this 
workshop is for you.

LakewoodAlive will host Know-
ing Your Home: Deck Refinishing on 
Thursday, July 18, from 7 p.m. to 9 
p.m. at Sherwin-Williams (14711 Mad-
ison Avenue in Lakewood). The ninth 
workshop of 2019 for this popular 
home maintenance educational series 
will cover best practices for refinishing 
your porch and deck.

Led by our friends at Sherwin-
Williams, this presentation will 
highlight multiple ways to maintain 
your porch and deck, tips to help cut 
down on time and ways to save money 
on the project. This workshop will take 
the guess work out of the process, help-
ing you to achieve the results you want 
within your budget and your timeline.

Summer is the often the best time 
to not only renovate your deck/porch 
but enjoy it too. Learning the before, 

by Matt Bixenstine
The Lakewood Summer Meltdown sponsored 

by Melt Bar and Grilled doesn’t return to Downtown 
Lakewood until July 13, yet it’s not too early to get 
ready for this highly-anticipated community event.

LakewoodAlive is proud to announce the 3rd 
Annual Summer Meltdown Bike Raffle presented by 
Beat Cycles. This raffle offers contestants an oppor-
tunity to win one of two Cannondale Quick bicycles 
valued collectively at more than $1,300.  Beat Cycles 
will fit the lucky pair of raffle winners to bikes of the 
proper size.

Bike enthusiasts are invited to visit meltdown-
bike-raffle.eventbrite.com to secure raffle tickets in 
advance for two separate drawings (for both female 
and male bike models) now through July 11. Tickets 
are also available for purchase at Beat Cycles (15608 
Detroit Avenue). Look for the bikes on display in Beat 
Cycles’ storefront window.

Raffle tickets are priced at 1 for $10 or 3 for $25.
Tickets will also be available at the Beat Cycles 

Tent during the Summer Meltdown, which takes place 
from 4 to 10 p.m. on Saturday, July 13, in Downtown 

Lakewood. The raffle drawing will be held at 9:30 p.m. 
on the main stage in the Gary K. Bish Memorial Beer 
Garden presented by First Federal Lakewood. Contes-
tants need not be present to win, and both winners will 
also receive the opportunity to visit Beat Cycles for a 
complimentary bike helmet, riding lights, water bottle 
and bottle cage.

Beat Cycles has generously donated two Cannon-
dale Quick bicycles for the Summer Meltdown Bike 
Raffle. With lightest-in-class weight, comfortable ride 
and supremely stable, confident handling, this popular 
bike model is the perfect tool to get fit, get around the 
city and have fun doing it.

“Lakewood is renowned as a bike-friendly city, and 
we are excited to once again partner with our friends at 
Beat Cycles to offer the Summer Meltdown Bike Raffle,” 
said Ian Andrews, LakewoodAlive Executive Director. 
“Fittingly, the bicycles being raffled reflect an urban 
commuter style conducive to riding in Lakewood.”      

For more information regarding Lakewood Sum-
mer Meltdown 2019, please visit LakewoodAlive.org/
Meltdown.

LakewoodAlive Announces 3rd Annual 
Summer Meltdown Bike Raffle With Beat Cycles

Photo by Brittany Graham Photography

LakewoodAlive To Host “Knowing Your Home

Deck Refinishing” Workshop On July 18

during and after process of refinishing 
your deck will help get you to enjoying 
it that much faster. Deck refinishing 
will help spruce up the look and feel of 
your home.

To reserve your free spot for 
“Knowing Your Home: Deck Remold-
ing,” visit LakewoodAlive.org/
KnowingYourHome or call 216-521-
0655. 

Now in its sixth year, Lakewoo-
dAlive’s “Knowing Your Home” series 
draws hundreds of attendees annu-
ally. Our workshop series is generously 
supported by: Citizens Bank, City of 
Lakewood, Cleveland Lumber Com-

pany and First Federal 
Lakewood.

In lieu of charg-
ing for these events, 
we are asking partici-
pants to consider either 
making a donation to 
LakewoodAlive or bring-
ing canned foods or 
other non-perishable 
items for donation to 
the Lakewood Commu-
nity Services Center. We 
appreciate your support.
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REFER A BUSINESS

To make a referral, 
visit coxbusiness.com/referabusiness 

 
 

Get $100 for 
each new customer 
you refer

*Offer valid for current Cox Business customers, referring new commercial 
customers in Cox-wired serviceable locations. Cox Business reserves the 
right to change or discontinue offer at any time. Services not available in 
all areas. Additional restrictions apply. © 2019 Cox Communications, Inc. 
All rights reserved.

 

With our business referral program, Cox Business 
will give you $100 for each referral you provide 
that becomes a new, qualifying customer. 
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This paper is written, produced, and delivered by residents of Lakewood.
Isn’t it time you joined with us?

Visit the “Member Center” today to sign up and submit an article to the LO!
www.lakewoodobserver.com/members/login

If you would like to help this history-making 15-year-old project continue getting out the 
words, stories and images of your fellow Lakewoodites and you have a business, contact 

production@lakewoodobserver.com and we will send out an advertising kit!

TROY BRATZ
Real Estate Agent

TroyBratz@KW.com
TroyBratz.KW.com
216.702.2196

Let’s find you a new home or business!

Residental/Commercial
Lakewood Resident

@TroyBratzKW
Follow me on social media for tips on 
navigating the buying & selling process.

Roman Fountain is one of the most  
well-known and loved pizzeria in  
Lakewood, Ohio. Roman Fountain has  
been serving up pizza since the mid 1950's 
with award winning pizza, calzone,  
stromboli, subs, pasta, wings, and salads. 
 
Whether carryout or delivery, we provide 
your family with the freshest of toppings 
(over 25 to choose from) on our pizza. With 
dough and sauce made daily from our own 
recipe and freshly grated blend of mozzarella 
& provolone cheese, we provide a great pizza 
for you and your family  

Call us at 216-221-6633 

Roman Fountain 
Pizza & Subs 

• Pizza 
• Calzones 
• Stromboli 
• Salads 
• Pasta 

• Subs 
• Wings 
• Appetizers 
• Desserts 
• Dinners 

To see our menu or coupons please go to  
www.romanfountain.com 

Or stop by at 
15603 Detroit Ave 

Near the corner of Lakeland Ave 

Order on-line at  
romanfountain.com 

At Roman Fountain you can find all your favorites:  


