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s! “He is a wise man who does not grieve for the things which he has not, 

but rejoices for those which he has.”– Epictetus

by Matt Bixenstine
Small businesses serve 

as the lifeblood of our 
community, ensuring our 
neighborhoods remain 
vibrant and our local econ-
omy remains strong. Here’s 
your chance to celebrate the 
many wonderful small busi-
nesses in our city.

The Downtown 
Lakewood Business Alliance 
(DLBA), a merchant asso-
ciation of LakewoodAlive, 
and the Lakewood Cham-
ber of Commerce announce 
Small Business Week-
end in Lakewood, taking 
place Friday, November 29 
through Sunday, December 

by Connie Massie
The Edwardian Players, 

theatre group from St. Edward 
High School, will present "Uri-
netown" on November 21, 22 
and 23 at 7:30pm and Novem-
ber 24 at 3:00pm at St. Edward 
High School in  Lakewood, 
Ohio. "Urinetown" won the 
2002 Tony Awards for Best 
Book of a Musical (Greg Kotis) 
as well as Best New Musical 
Score (Mark Hollman).  

Although the title is some-
what unsettling, "Urinetown" 
is an incredibly thoughtful 
show appropriate for all ages. 
An hysterical musical comedy, 
the show satirizes municipal 
politics, the legal system, capi-

by Heidi Murray
The thought of holiday 

guests seems to spur major 
cleaning and purging. As you 
ready your home for family and 
friends keep Lakewood His-
torical Society in mind. The 
Society accepts new and gently 
used household items, holiday 
decor, furniture, art and much 
more. Keep your donation local 

by Matt Bixenstine
It’s a most joyous of 

Lakewood traditions and it’s 
back in Downtown Lakewood 
for a 13th consecutive year. The 
spirit of the season will come 
to life with holiday cheer when 
Light Up Lakewood 2019 takes 
place on Saturday, December 7.

Sponsored by First Fed-
eral Lakewood and presented 
by LakewoodAlive, Light 
Up Lakewood celebrates 
the season and the richness 
of our city’s vibrancy. This 
free, family-friendly event in 
Downtown Lakewood fea-
tures a holiday parade, lighting 
ceremony, winter fireworks, 
Beer Garden, Holiday Market, 
Holiday Train, live music, ice 
carvings, hot chocolate, food 
trucks, children’s games and 
more.

Attendees are invited to 
stroll Lakewood's downtown 

Light Up Lakewood 2019 

To Spread Holiday Cheer On December 7
district and visit local shops 
and restaurants while taking 
in the sights and sounds of 
one of Northeast Ohio's largest 
holiday celebrations. Light Up 
Lakewood serves as a marquee 
event for the entire region, 
drawing an estimated 20,000 
guests each December. 

Light Up Lakewood rep-
resents a long-held holiday 
celebration of Lakewood’s 
vibrancy. Guests' sensory per-
ceptions will be delighted by 
the twinkle of holiday lights, 
the cheerful sounds of carolers 
and the warmth exuded by the 
festive, friendly atmosphere.

Highlights include 
the Holiday Market inside 
the historic Lakewood 
Masonic Temple; the Light 
Up Lakewood Beer Garden 
sponsored by Roundstone 
Insurance; the ever-popular 
Holiday Parade, which com-

mences at Manor Park Avenue 
at 5 p.m. and ends in front of 
Lakewood Public Library; the 
Lighting Ceremony at 6:30 
p.m. at City Center Park and 

a can’t-miss fireworks show 
at 7 p.m. over the rooftops of 
Downtown Lakewood.

Schedule of Events for 
Light Up Lakewood 2019:

– 11 am – 1 pm – Lunch 
with Santa at Dewey’s Pizza

– 11 am – 4 pm – Ongo-
ing performances at Lakewood 

Lakewood To Host Small Business 
Weekend Nov. 29 - Dec. 1

1. Throughout this holiday 
weekend, shoppers can enjoy 
special offers and sales at 
small businesses throughout 
Lakewood’s commercial dis-
tricts. Visit LakewoodAlive.
org/ShopLocal to learn 
more.

Small Business Weekend 
in Lakewood coincides with 
Small Business Saturday, a 
nationally-recognized day to 
celebrate and support small 
businesses and all they do 
for their communities. Shop-
pers are encouraged to visit 
the Small Business Weekend 
Facebook event frequently 

Getting The House Ready For The Holidays?
and support the society. 

We have a scheduled 
donation drop off Saturday, 
November 23 from 10 a.m.-1 
p.m. at 13314 Detroit. Your 
donations are cleaned and 
sorted and sold at several sales 
throughout the year.

The next sale will be Christ-
mas Sale on the Grounds held at 
the Nicholson House December 

6 & 7 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. and 
December 8 from noon-3 p.m. 
Volunteers transform the historic 
house into a Christmas wonder-
land filled with trees, ornaments, 
one of a kind gifts, serving items, 
gift wrap, Christmas Village 
houses and much, much more.

More information can be 
found at www/lakewoodhis-
tory.org.

St. Edward High School Edwardian Players 
Present "Urinetown The Musical"

talism, social irresponsibility, 
populism, bureaucracy, cor-
porate mismanagement and 
even musical theater itself. It 

is a fitting allegory for today, 
and a warning for those who 

Pictured are (Back row) Richie Pokrywka, Grace Davis, Emma Ros-
beril, Colin Schilf. (Front row) Ella Sonby, Bella Issa, Zeke Schmiedl 
and Ali Traska.

continued on page 11

continued on page 11
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Published twice a month with a current circulation of 10,000+ copies. The paper is made available 
free of charge and can be found at over 130 business locations within the City of Lakewood and on 
our website. The views and opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views 
and opinions of the publisher and staff. Copyright 2019 • AGS/The Lakewood Observer, Inc. All 
rights reserved. Any reproduction is forbidden without written permission. 

The mission of the Lakewood Observer is to attract, articulate, and amplify civic 
intelligence and community good will in the city of Lakewood and beyond.

Become an Observer!
 As a product of citizen journalism, The Lakewood Observer is looking for people, ages 3-100, 
to get involved in the paper and the city. We are looking for volunteer writers, photographers, 

designers, and illustrators to help with the production of the paper. It does not matter if you are 
a professional or amateur, our editorial staff will be glad to help you through the process.

 Register to our website Member Center where you can submit stories, press releases, letters to the 
editor, photos. No need to register to post online calendar or classified ads.

	 Upcoming Submission Deadline	 Publish Date
	 November 28, 2019	 December 4, 2019
	 December 12, 2019	 December 18, 2019

www.lakewoodobserver.com – 216.407-6818
14900 Detroit Avenue, Suite 205, Lakewood, OH 44107
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WEST END TAVERN
Presents

Saturday 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Ala carte Breakfast and Lunch featuring:

America's very first "Create Your Own Bloody Mary Bar"

Sunday10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Brunch A 30-Year Lakewood Tradition

Eggs Benedict • Eggs Sardoux • Stuffed French Toast
Pot RPot Roast Hash • Omelets • Fritatas • and much more!

Featuring our "Famous Mega Mimosas"

Surrounded by Hi-Def TV's for all Sporting Events.
What's on your TV tray?  Gourmet Meatloaf? Savory Pot Roast? Fresh Walleye?

Maybe one of our Voted Best on the Northcoast Burgers? 
Come and relax in a friendly comfortable atmosphere.

VIew menu's and weekly specials @ westendtav.com
MonMonday - Friday   11:30a.m. - 2:30 a.m.  

Bigger Better Happy Hour   4 -7 p.m.

13362 Madison Ave.
 Lakewood, Ohio • (216) 226-8828

Whiskey/Bourbon Night
Every Thursday night at Woodstock! 

Huge selection! 
Paired with our smoked meats, 
amazing wings and side dishes. 
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BAY VILLAGE | FAIRVIEW PARK | LAKEWOOD | NORTH OLMSTED | NORTH RIDGEVILLE

1381 Bunts Road
ONeillHC.com

Let’s Decorate Your 
New Home Together!

Moving can be an exciting time, especially when picking out 
new furniture.

Take a tour of any of the O’Neill Healthcare facilities and place 
a deposit by December 31, 2019 and we will give you $1,000 gift 

card to shop at a local furniture store*.
*Some restrictions apply. Effective 9-1-19 to 12-31-19. 

Skilled Nursing • Assisted Living
Independent Living • Rehabilitative Therapies 

Memory Support • Hospice Care • Dialysis

For more details and to schedule 
a personal tour, please contact us 

at (440) 808-5500.

Lakewood Holiday Traditions

by Jim O'Bryan
Thanksgiving, Christmas, Kwan-

zaa, Chanukah, New Years are all 
spectacular end of the year celebra-
tions that bring family and friends 
together. Good, or merely interesting, 
it is this time of year when traditions 
are shared, taught, learned and passed 
on from generation to generation. Here 
in Lakewood we have an establishment 
that not only signals everything good 
about the holidays, it also provides an 
amazing bridge from one generation 
to the next. All can be made better 
this season with a simple visit to Mr. 
Christmas, aka, Mr. Holiday, Bill Hix-
son, at the one and only Hixson’s Barn. 
A northern Ohio tradition for over 
sixty-six years!

Bill Hixson has been a family 
friend since he opened the place. I 
have written about how my closeness 
to the man kept the legend at bay. But 
the legend of the man and the store 
are well deserved.. We could look back 
at the number of presidents Bill Hix-
son has been chosen by to decorate 
their White House Christmas Trees. 
I could go into the hundreds of orna-
ments Bill has designed of Lakewood, 
Cleveland and Northern Ohio-- 
most memorable sites, and soundly 
remembered and beloved memories. 
This year he introduced at least 5 new 
ornaments, 3 
of them 

A Bridge From The Past To The Future

headed to the White House tree. All 
are available at the store cur-
rently. They sell out 
fast!

The most 
i m p o r t a n t 
thing Hix-
son the 
store and 
the man 
do, is pro-
vide a 
t a n g i b l e 
bridge from 
generation to 
generation. As 
long as the store has 

been around it has 
brought together a near 

perfect eclectic view/collec-
tion of past present and 
future. With just enough 
of each, that even the cur-
rent generation which 
fears shopping with the 
family and grandma and 

grandpa finds something 
that catches their eyes, and 

soon their imaginations. By 
the time they leave, their hearts 

are also won over, and another seed 

from another generation of memories, 
traditions and family celebration has 

been planted.
Each year I won-

der what changes 
will come to 

Lakewood; the 
one thing I 
rarely won-
der about is 
what will be 
in or at Hix-
son’s. As long 

as Bill walks 
the face of the 

earth with trusted 
Eunice at his side, 

holiday traditions past, 
present and future will have a 

home on Detroit Avenue.
Stop by this year, and see all the 

memories and traditions magically 
come to life. Bill has updated his Christ-
mas Holiday Traditions book, and has 
beautiful examples of all of it in the store 
for your amusement, remembrance, 
and some can even be purchased and 
brought into your family.

Thousands of ornaments available!

ph
ot

o 
by

 J
im

 O
’B

ry
an



Page 4	 The Lakewood Observer Volume 15, Issue 22	 November 20, 2019

	 Celebrating Over 10 Years of Community Discussion at: www.lakewoodobserver.com	

by Marge Foley
The fall session of Strokes of 

Genius at the Lakewood Public Library 
came to a close in November as par-
ticipating second, third, and fourth 
graders proudly showcased their talent 
at an Art Show for family and friends.

Each week students learned about 
the life and work of a different art-
ist and then completed an art project 
motivated by the style of that artist. 
Artwork created by Paul Klee, Alexan-
der Calder, Marcel Duchamp, Wassily 
Kandinsky, and M. C. Escher provided 
the inspiration for the students’ cre-
ative efforts. Oil pastels, wire, paint, 

compiled by Elaine Rosenberger

Calendar Of Events
Genealogist Deborah Abbott will show you how to unlock the secrets held by census 

reports, military records, birth certificates and death notices in this hands-on workshop. 
Unravel your history using the free Library Edition of ancestry.com, the world’s largest col-
lection of online records. The Library Edition of ancestry.com is free to use every day at the 
Library Technology Center and Madison Branch. Call (216) 226-8275, ext. 127 to register.

Thursday, November 28, 2019
Library Closed

Library will be closed on Thursday, November 28, 2019 
in observance of Thanksgiving.

Saturday, November 30, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. (117 minutes)
Lakewood Public Cinema
Film Series—From Books to Films: “If Beale Street Could Talk” 
(2018), Directed by Barry Jenkins
Main Library Auditorium

In early 1970s Harlem, Tish Rivers (KiKi Layne) vividly recalls the passion, respect and 
trust that connect her and her artist fiancé, Alonzo Hunt (Stephan James), who goes by the 
nickname Fonny. Friends since childhood, the devoted couple dream of a future together, 
but their plans are derailed when Fonny is arrested for a crime he did not commit. Based 
on the 1974 novel by James Baldwin, this film continues our series of films based on books.

Sunday, December 1, 2019 at 2:00 p.m.
Sunday with the Friends
Neo-Tessares Saxophone Quartet
Main Library Auditorium

The Neo-Tessares Saxophone Quartet is comprised of professional musicians John Per-
rine, Breegan Arnett, Allie Denham and Tom Lempner. The quartet has been performing in 
the Cleveland area for over a decade. The group is dedicated to bringing their music to tra-
ditional and untraditional spaces in order to reach a broad audience. Performances include 
traditional jazz favorites, 18th century dance music, English baroque, popular hits and more.

Thursday, November 21, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
Meet the Author
“Monsoon Postcards: Indian Ocean Journeys”
Book by David H. Mould
Main Library Auditorium

In the sequel to “Postcards from Stanland: Journeys in Central Asia,” historian and 
journalist David Mould traverses the Indian Ocean—from Madagascar through India and 
Bangladesh to Indonesia. It’s an unpredictable journey, and along the way he meets journal-
ists, professors, students, aid workers, cab drivers and slum-dwellers. Mould has traveled 
widely in Asia and southern Africa. Books will be available for sale and signing at this event.

Thursday, November 21, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
Booked for Murder Book Club
Main Library Meeting Room

If you share a passion for mystery, join the group each month to discuss your favorites 
and selections made by group members. Tonight we will discuss “The Meursault Investiga-
tion” by Kamel Daoud and “The Stranger” by Albert Camus.

Saturday, November 23, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. (88 minutes)
Lakewood Public Cinema
“Smoke Signals” (1998), Directed by Chris Eyre
Main Library Auditorium

A young Native American man Thomas (Evan Adams) is a nerd on his reservation, who 
wears oversized glasses and tells stories no one wants to hear. When his parents die in a fire, 
he is saved by Arnold (Gary Farmer). Arnold soon leaves his family. His son Victor (Adam 
Beach) hasn’t seen him for ten years. When they hear Arnold has died, Thomas offers Victor 
funding for the trip to retrieve Arnold’s remains, but only if Thomas can accompany him.

Sunday, November 24, 2019 at 2:00 p.m.
Sunday with the Friends
Debbie Darling: Songs of the ’30s, ’40s, ’50s and ’60s
Main Library Multipurpose Room

This performance is a musical walk down memory lane through the biggest hits of each 
decade. Debbie Darling will perform songs, describe what was happening in the world and 
what prompted some of the most noted pieces to be written. Darling is a singer and song-
writer who has performed a wide range of musical styles from opera, to jazz, to blues and 
everything in between. Darling will be accompanied by musician Owen Rasmussen.

Tuesday, November 26, 2019 at 6:00 p.m.
Genealogy Workshop, Taught by Deborah Abbott, PhD
Main Library Learning Lab

Sunday, December 1, 2019, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
Lakewood LEGO® League
Main Library Activity Room.

For youth in kindergarten through fifth grade (caregivers welcome)
Use LPL’s collection of Lego® Bricks and your own imagination to create fabu-

lous new structures and designs each month. No registration, but numbered tickets 
will be given out, first-come, first-served.

compiled by Nic Starr

Events For Kids

Lakewood Public Library

Learning about famous artists and viewing their works sparked these children to 
produce their own masterpieces during the Strokes of Genius program.

Strokes Of Genius 
Concludes With Art Show

cut paper, and rolled paper were some 
of the mediums used.

One project involved painting 
with string. The young artists dipped 
long pieces of string into tempera paint 
and placed the string on paper. This 
resulted in beautiful works of art!

In addition, public art and sculp-
tures in Cleveland and Lakewood were 
studied. Each participant took home 
their creative work and a certificate.

Look for information about the 
spring session of Strokes of Genius in 
the Lakewood Public Library’s Spring/
Summer mailer!
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Lakewood Public Library

Please stop in at Lakewood Dental Group to Donate a can good or 
non perishable item we will be donating to the Lakewood Community Service Center

by Lisa Calfee
In the 1930s, folks 

tapped their toes to hits 
from the Great Ameri-
can Songbook with 
their families gathered 
around the living room 
radio. Now we keep 
the beat with handheld 
smartphones, but favor-
ites like Cole Porter’s 
“I’ve Got You Under My 
Skin” or George Gersh-
win’s, “ S’ Wonderful” 
have never left our playlists.

Debbie Darling will perform some 
of the time-honored tunes of the 30s, 
40s, 50s and 60s and tell the stories 
behind them when she visits Lakewood 
Public Library on Sunday, November 
24, 2019, at 2:00 p.m. The accomplished 
singer and songwriter will be accompa-
nied by musician David Strieter.

The Great American Songbook 
isn’t a book at all. It is a classification 
of music from the early Twentieth 
Century that includes Broadway tunes 
and popular hits by composers such 
as Irving Berlin, the Gershwins, Duke 

Debbie Darling: 

Songs Of The 30s, 40s, 50s 
And 60s

Ellington and Rodgers and Hammer-
stein.

And while there is some debate as 
to which songs should or should not be 
included in the Great American Song-
book, Debbie Darling will help prove 
the reason this music has endured -- in 
spite of dramatic cultural changes over 
the last ninety years -- is because it was 
just so s’marvelous.

This Sunday With The Friends 
program takes place in the Main 
Library Multipurpose Room.

by Genevieve Jaskulski
The Holiday season is upon us, 

and there is so much to love about this 
festive time of year. With so much to 
celebrate in Lakewood we hope you 
will come down to the Lakewood Pub-
lic Library book sale. 

Multiple times a year, the Friends 
of Lakewood Public Library host a book 
sale. The upcoming sale will be in con-
gruence with the annual observance 
of Light Up Lakewood and will also 
be a bag sale on Saturday, December 
7, 2019, from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in 
the lower level of the Main Library, with 
the preview sale being held on Thurs-
day, December 5, 2019 from 6:00 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. It should be noted that the 
preview sale will not be a bag sale, and 
all items will be a normal price. 

We will be selling our Holiday Gift 
Book Bundles at this sale, and there 

Light-Up Lakewood Booksale
will be a Pop-Up Shop table upstairs 
just in time for the holiday season, so 
consider Lakewood Public Library for 
your bargain gift shopping this year.

We will also be featuring an assort-
ment of gently-used teacher reading 
packs. These include multiple volumes 
of the same book and are perfect for 
group reading assignments.  

The sale is sponsored by the Friends 
of the Lakewood Public Library, who 
commit themselves tirelessly but also 
free of charge to the mission of provid-
ing beautiful recycled treasures to the 
people of this fabulous city. As always, 
patrons have the option of renewing 
their memberships for 2020 at this sale. 
So, let’s continue to celebrate both the 
tenacious attitude of our city, and the 
many irreplaceable members of this 
community as we come together to 
make Lakewood the fantastic place it is.

by Amy Kloss
For most of us, Lake Erie is a 

broad expanse of beautiful water, 
a recreational highlight of life in 
Lakewood. But Lake Erie was once a 
bustling commercial water highway 
and below its surface lie hundreds of 
shipwrecks, abandoned in the murky 
depths of the lake. One of these wrecks 
is the Dundee, a wooden schooner that 
went down in a storm that swept over 
Lake Erie in September of 1900.

You can learn more about the 
Dundee on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 11, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Main 
Library Auditorium from Carrie 
Sowden, Archaeological Director of 
the National Museum of the Great 
Lakes. She will discuss the history and 
archaeology of the Dundee and plans 

A Lake Erie Shipwreck: 

Past, Present And Future
for its future preservation.

The Dundee was carrying a load of 
iron ore to Ashtabula on September 11, 
1900 when the tail end of a hurricane 
swept over Lake Erie and caused the ship 
to founder eleven miles west of Cleve-
land. The schooner lost her rudder in the 
waves, and the captain and crew climbed 
up the rigging and lashed themselves to 
the masts. The cook, Kate Hoffman, was 
lost in the storm and her body was never 
recovered. The remaining six crewmen 
were rescued. The Dundee was discov-
ered in the 1980s and has since become a 
popular scuba diving site.

Join us on December 11, 2019 at 
Lakewood Main Library to discover 
more about Northeast Ohio’s maritime 
history. This program is co-sponsored 
by Lakewood Historical Society.
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Call for an appointment for best service.
Free Private Parking. Check with Id or cash

Follow Us On Facebook 
To See Accessories and New Ideas!

Carabel Beauty Salon & Store
 Full Service Salon For Females

Mother and daughter hair cut special.
Mom pays for hair cut and at the same time daughter is free. 
All to celebrate 50 years in business.
November only! Call for appointment, mention this ad to get 
Buy 1 OPI nail polish and get the second 50% off.  

Mother and daughter hair cut special.
Mom pays for hair cut and at the same time daughter is free. 
All to celebrate 50 years in business.
November only! Call for appointment, mention this ad to get 
Buy 1 OPI nail polish and get the second 50% off.  

by Christine Gordillo
CHRISTINE FOOTE

Teaching & Learning Coordinator 
Christine Foote has spent her career in 
education laser-focused on one mis-
sion: improving student literacy.

“My passion is to improve life 
through literacy outcomes,” Foote says. 
By improving literacy, she says, more 
opportunities open up in life. The pas-
sion was stoked in Foote's college years 
when as a student she volunteered in an 
inner-city program and saw how liter-
acy challenges held students back.

Foote, who joined the District in 
2005 as an instructional coach, car-
ries out her mission by assisting our 
secondary-level teachers in developing 
curriculum and instructional strategies 
and facilitating professional develop-
ment opportunities. Her collaborative 
spirit and deep knowledge gained from 
years spent as a teacher from elemen-
tary to college level are invaluable 
assets as she helps faculty write courses 
of study, select textbooks and develop 
assessments for their students.

Over her nearly 15 years with 
Lakewood Schools, Foote has been 
able to develop relationships and gain 
trust with teachers and administra-
tors across all grade levels which makes 
the collaborative process of developing 
curriculum easier.

by Christine Gordillo
Congratulations to Lakewood 

High School student athletes who 
have been recognized by the South-
western Conference for their 
outstanding efforts during the fall 2019 
season, including senior runner Cor-
mac Peppard-Kramer, who was named 
Conference MVP, and seven All Con-
ference 1st Team members!

Earning 1st Team status in their 
respective sports were Evan Hamp-
ton (football), Julian Kieres, Cameron 
Levis and Aubree Nagel (soccer), Cor-
mac Peppard-Kramer and Patrick 
McCallum (cross country), and Olivia 
Neal (cheerleading).

The complete listing of confer-
ence awards by team are as follows:
Boys Cross Country

MVP: Senior Cormac Peppard-
Kramer

1st Team: Cormac Peppard-
Kramer and Patrick McCallum

Staff Spotlight Honorees: 

Christine Foote and Jason Saksa

Foote says she is grateful to be able 
work alongside passionate educators 
who all have the same goal in mind of 
helping students succeed. “The collec-
tive energy here is amazing,” she says. 
“People here make the magic happen.”
JASON SAKSA

Lakewood High Health teacher 
Jason Saksa has always been about 
staying fit and healthy, going back to 
his childhood days as an athlete and 
continuing into his early career as a PE 
teacher. For the last 20 years, he’s been 
able to share his passion for building 
and maintaining physical, mental and 
emotional health with his students.

“Jason is devoted to helping stu-

dents learn the skills they need to 
make healthy choices throughout 
their lifetime,” says Saksa's nominator, 
intervention specialist Lisa Crane.

It is in Saksa's classroom that LHS 
teenagers learn about so many of the 
issues they often cope with during the 
high school and young adult years – anx-
iety and depression, social media, alcohol 
and drugs, eating disorders, etc. Or as 
Saksa likes to say, “I teach life class.”

Saksa, who joined the District 
in 1998 and LHS in 2001, engages his 
students with interactive and real 
life lessons, often through the many 
outside speakers he brings into his 
classroom. Speakers have included 
recovering opiate addicts and eating 
disorder patients, professionals with 
organizations such as LifeBanc and 
the Cleveland Rape Crisis Center. He 
feels the speakers offer a new voice 
and perspective during class and give 
the students a boost of energy. “They 
can tune you out if they only hear your 
voice every day,” he says.

The potential his class has to 
change the path of a student from mak-
ing poor to healthy choices is not lost 
on Saksa. “It’s pretty powerful to think 
that you can make an impact that 
might change somebody’s life.”

PE teacher Joshua Dolsonich, 
another of Saksa's nominators, believes 
Jason is the right guy for the job: “He is 
a great teacher full or knowledge and 
does an excellent job of transferring 
that knowledge to his students.”

Adds Dolsonich: “Jason is always 
willing to go above and beyond to 
help students and to make sure they 
understand the importance of living a 
healthy lifestyle.”

Christine Foote Jason Saksa

Rangers Earn 
All Conference Honors

2nd Team: junior Aidyn Zingale
Honorable Mention: sophomore 

James Toole and senior Sean O’Donnell
Sportsmanship: junior Sam Sara-

cina 
Girls Cross Country

2nd Team: sophomore Teeghan 
McGann

Honorable Mention: junior Abby 
Sacha and freshman Sadie Gregg

Sportsmanship: senior Darnasia 
Shields
Golf

Honorable Mention: seniors 
Charles Hericks and Tristan Rumsey

Sportsmanship: Tristan Rumsey
Football

1st Team: junior Evan Hampton
2nd Team: sophomore Brandyn 

Bates
Honorable Mention: junior Pete 

Patsouras and senior Albert Wilhelmy

continued on page 11

Lakewood Education Observed
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Emerson School Shines

1831 Columbus Road 
Cleveland, OH 44103 

clevelandfoundry.org

@FOUNDRY216

Try a new sport!
Join us on the water 

Sign up for rowing today
Programs for 6th-12th graders

by Cullen McQuay
Grade 3
Mrs. Gerg’s class
How many Ohio endangered or 

threatened species in Ohio can you 
name?

Do you know that the Northern 
Long Eared Bat is in trouble in our very 
own state, Ohio?

A disease called white nose syn-
drome is killing bats!

I hope you are as concerned as I 
am!

Why is this bat called the North-
ern Long Eared Bat? 

As you might guess, this bat has 
long ears!

The Northern Long Eared Bat is a 
threatened species in Ohio.

Scientists saw this disease first in 
2006, and white-nose syndrome has 
spread fast.

The population of northern long-
eared bats have declined by up to 99 
percent in the Northeast.

Fiber & Textiles
Aplaca Products including: Yarn, Socks, Shawls, Wraps, Sweaters, Hats, Gloves 

at the Root Café - December 14 (9-5) & 15 (9-3)

annadelealpacas.com

Other things are affecting the 
Northern Long Eared Bat too.

Sometimes people put up gates 
or other barriers to keep people from 
caves and mines. This keeps bats from 
flying and moving from the cave. These 
gates can change the temperature of 
a cave by a few degrees making their 
homes horrible for them to live. 

People explore caves and disturb 
bats while they are hibernating. This 
wakes up the bats and they use up valu-
able energy storage. 

This can lead to the Northern Long-
Eared Bat not surviving the winter. 

Wind turbines kill bats and road 
construction disrupts roosting bats in 
the summer.

What can we do to help?
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-

vice offers these tips:
Do Not Disturb Hibernating Bats
Leave Dead and Dying Trees 

Standing: Like most eastern bats, the 
northern long-eared bat roosts in trees 

during summer. Where possible and 
not a safety hazard, leave dead or dying 
trees on your property. Northern long-
eared bats and many other animals use 
these trees.

Install a Bat Box: Dead and dying 
trees are usually not left standing, so 
trees suitable for roosting may be in 
short supply and bat boxes may pro-
vide additional roost sites. Bat boxes 
are especially needed from April to 
August when females look for safe and 
quiet places to give birth and raise their 
pups. 

Spread the Word: Understanding 
the important ecological role that bats 
play is a key to conserving the northern 
long-eared and other bats. 

Visit www.whitenosesyndrome.
org for more information about white-
nose syndrome.

Join and Volunteer: Join a con-
servation group; Volunteer at a local 
nature center, zoo, or national wildlife 
refuge.  

Bats are an important part of 
Ohio’s ecosystem. Without the North-
ern Long-Eared Bat, we will be in 
trouble.

Let’s do something today!

Ohio Species Survival! How Many Ohio Endangered 
Animals Can You Name? (First of a three-part series)

by Norah Daisy Murtha
Mrs. Gerg's Class
Did you know there are endan-

gered species in  Ohio? 
Can you name them? 
I know that the Karner blue but-

terf ly is one. 
I am the voice of this special 

Ohio insect!
The Karner blue butterf ly was 

Federally listed as an endangered 
species in 1992.  

Did you know that by 1988, the 
Karner Blue Butterf ly had been elim-
inated from Ohio?

It is currently listed as a state-
wide and nation-wide endangered 
species.

The main threat to the species 
has been habitat loss. 

The Karnerś blue  butterf ly is 
endangered because people are get-
ting rid of fields to make buildings 
where these butterf lies live and eat. 

The larva or caterpillar is only 
dependent on the wild lupine plant as 
its food source. The adult butterf lies 
depend upon a number of f lowering 

plants. This limits where they can 
survive.  

Also did you know that the  lack 
of natural disturbance, such as wild-
fire and grazing by large mammals, 
has made their population go down?  

This type of disturbance helps main-
tain the butterf ly's habitat by pushing 
back forests, helping lupine and f low-
ering plant growth.

Did you know people collect  
Karner blue butterf lies? 

Butterf ly numbers are very low 
and collection of even a few but-
terf lies could harm the butterf ly 
population. 

Collection is illegal without a 
permit from the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service!

In 1997, adult Karner blue but-
terf lies from Michigan were taken to 
the Toledo Zoo, where a population 
of adults was bred. 

Adults released at Kitty Todd 
Nature Preserve in the summer of 
1998 have bred and are doing well. 

Fortunately, the Karner blue is 
once again part of the Ohio land-
scape.

If people don't do something 
your kids and grandkids will never 
see it.  

The Karnerś blue butterf ly needs 
your help! 

What can you do? 
Here are a few tips from the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service:
Learn more about the Karner 

blue butterf ly and other endangered 
and threatened species. 

Understand how the destruction 
of habitat leads to loss of endan-
gered and threatened species and our 
nation's plant and animal diversity. 

Tell others about what you have 
learned.

Volunteer - Volunteer at a nearby 
zoo, nature center, or National Wild-
life Refuge.

Join - Join a conservation group; 
many have local chapters.

Plant - Plant a garden with f low-
ers that attract butterf lies. Use native 
plants in your lawn and gardens.

Work with me to keep Karner 
blue butterf ly living in Ohio! They 
are an important part of Ohio's eco-
system!

Cullen McQuay

Norah Daisy Murtha
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Lakewood Cares

When you walk through the door,
you know you are  home.

Seniis
Make us your NEW
HOME this winter!

12400 Madison Ave. • Lakewood, Ohio
216-226-7575

TTY 1-800-750-0750

16506 Detroit Rd.   Lakewood, OH 44107

by Roberta Hayes
Do you know what "food insecu-

rity" means? The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture defines food insecurity as 
a lack of consistent access to enough 
food for an active healthy life. What 
that means in our world is that some 
people are unable to afford healthy 
food- or any food at all- for a brief or 
extended period of time. It may mean 
that people have to choose between 
housing and needed medication over 
food for themselves and their fami-
lies. In Cuyahoga County 233,500 (or 
18.6%) experience food insecurity at 
one time or another.

As we approach the holiday season 
and begin to count our blessings, I hope 
you will consider being a blessing to the 
neighbors in our community. Lakewood 
United Methodist Church in coopera-
tion with the Lakewood Community 
Service Center (LCSC) is sponsoring a 
"REVERSE HOLIDAY CALENDAR." 
Each day add an item to a box. The 
week before or the week after Christ-
mas, we ask that you bring the box and 
its contents to either Lakewood United 
Methodist Church at 15700 Detroit 
Avenue or to the Lakewood Commu-
nity Service Center at 14230 Madison 
Avenue. The Lakewood Community 
Service Center will then distribute these 
holiday boxes to needy families from 
Lakewood, Rocky River and Westlake.  

REVERSE HOLIDAY CALEN-
DAR

December 1 - box of cereal
December 2 - peanut butter
December 3 - stuffing mix

by Adelaide Crnko
More than 50 years ago today, the 

Beatles came our way to play. On Octo-
ber 17th, the Barton Senior Center was 
the place to be to celebrate those days 
with a dose of Fab Four nostalgia.

Sponsored by Lakewood’s O’Neill 
Healthcare, “Beatlemania” represented 
a blast from the past as many attend-
ees wore tie dye shirts made by Barton 
Center staff and volunteers. Oldies 
played as guests lunched on offerings 
from new neighbor, Ohio City Burrito.

There were raffles and prizes before 
the crowd streamed past tables of mem-
orabilia which included vintage photos, 
posters and clippings from local media. 
Next came the day’s main event.

Dave Schwensen, author of “The 
Beatles in Cleveland,” gave a lively pre-
sentation showcasing the band’s two 
mid ‘60’s concerts downtown.  His 
comprehensive discussion began with 
the “preBeatles” cultural climate and 
progressed to their rise to fame. Schw-
ensen’s insider knowledge then became 
the focus of his talk. Stories of behind 
the scenes maneuvering by local radio 
stations (to get the megastars to come 
to Northeast Ohio) were revealed as 
well as other anecdotes. One had the 
Beatles traveling by bus from Detroit 
to Cleveland. Along the way, they 
detoured to a rest stop in Vermilion 
where they were confronted by a car 
full of girls who had followed them all 
the way from the Motor City!

Then came the actual performances. 
Despite the fact that, according to one 
officer, the Beatles had more protection 
than JFK, both shows were temporar-

December 4 - boxed potatoes
December 5 - macaroni and cheese
December 6 - canned fruit
December 7 - canned tomatoes
December 8 - canned tuna
December 9 - dessert mix
December 10 - jar of applesauce
December 11 - canned sweet pota-

toes or yams
December 12 - cranberry sauce
December 13 - canned beans
December 14 - box of crackers
December 15 - package of rice
December 16 - package of oatmeal
December 17 - package of pasta
December 18 - spaghetti sauce
December 19 - chicken noodle 

soup
December 20 - tomato soup
December 21 - can of corn
December 22 - can of mixed veg-

etables
December 23 - can of carrots
December 24 - can of green beans
This service project is a great way 

to remember the true meaning of the 
holiday season and to also help our 
neighbors in need. Please share this 
with anyone that might be interested 
so that we can make it a blessed holiday 
for our community. 

If you have any questions or need 
a box and the list of items, please 
contact either Lakewood United Meth-
odist Church at 216-226-8644 or the 
Lakewood Community Service Center 
at 216-226-6466.  

Roberta Hayes is a 24-year resi-
dent of Lakewood and a member of 
Lakewood United Methodist Church.

Holiday Service Project

Beatlemania At 
The Barton Senior Center

ily halted due to fans rushing the stage. 
This resulted in the Beatles being banned 
from performing in Cleveland in the 
future. Schwensen’s entertaining narra-
tives were punctuated by rare footage of 
those infamous concerts and the reac-
tion from local officials.

The afternoon concluded with 
audience members recalling their 
own Beatles memories from the Pub-
lic Auditorium or Municipal Stadium 
keeping the Cleveland connection 
to “Beatlemania” front and center. 
Another participant shared that she 
had lived in Milwaukee where throngs 
of screaming fans camped outside the 
boys’ hotel. She, along with her friend, 
decided to sneak around to the back. 
They were rewarded when John, Paul, 
George and Ringo exited the build-
ing and went straight to a waiting car. 
Other than a single policeman, nobody 
else was there to witness their escape!

One woman, somewhat more 
mature than the rest, asked what was 
the cause of all the mania surrounding 
the Beatles. She did not quite under-
stand it. Volumes could be written, 
but perhaps it was because they were 
so original, charismatic and talented. 
Their music (both melodies and lyrics) 
has continued to stand the test of time. 
We did not know that then but sure do 
now.

At the conclusion of the Barton 
Senior Center’s “Beatlemania” event, 
there was a buzz in the air. It could be 
said that a splendid time was had by all!

Adelaide Crnko is a Lakewood res-
ident, film buff, amateur photographer, 
traveler and lover of rock n’ roll.
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Lakewood Is Art

by Buzz Kompier
Breathilizör - Emblematic 

Picasso Banshee Of Chaos Destruc-
tors - My Mind's Eye - 3 songs - CD

Somehow, these three songs 
last for a lmost an hour. That's the 
power of metal, I guess. Track 1 
is "Hot Cup Of Doom," which is 
a pretty good heavy number set 
in some kind of shopping mall 
from hel l (shopping mall of hel l?). 
Absolutely ridiculous but at the 
same time kinda good, as you'd 
expect from Breathilizör. Hearing 
Food read off the names of busi-
nesses in his evi l metal voice of 
chaos is pretty funny: "Hickory 
Farms…Sunglass Hut…a place 
that sel ls cel lphones in the middle 
of the mall." This one's fol lowed 

up by "Something Of Something, 
Part X." It's pretty impressive that 
they're up to Part X now. Is X the 
most metal roman numeral, or is 
V? I'm not sure. Please send in your 
opinions. The f inal track here is 
the big one, the a lmost painful ly 
long "Future Invasion Of Robotic 
Mayhem." There are some pretty 
ripping parts, and of course it's 
great to hear Food's delivery (the 
way he says "unscrupulous" in the 
opening line has made me laugh 
every time), but it's a lmost more 
fun to read the included lyric 
sheet than actual ly sit through 
the whole thing. But then perhaps 
I just have a short attention span. 
In any case, if you're a Breathi-
lizör fan like myself, you' l l need 

this one. 666/? ? ?
(mymindseye.bigcartel.com)

The Missed - The Missed - 
Just Because Records - 4 songs 
- 7", digital

This is the f irst real record for 
The Missed, fol lowing their tape 
on Quality Time from (I think) 
over a year ago now. It's pretty 
good. They're def initely sliding 
away from the more pop-punk 
sound of the tape toward a more 
Nervosas-esque post-punk kind of 
thing, but that's not necessari ly a 
bad thing. They're sti l l both poppy 
and punky, rest assured, just in a 
slight ly dif ferent way. The songs 
are catchy, the rhythm section is 
great, and there's some excel lent 
guitar playing on here (I particu-
larly enjoy the solo on "I Wanna 
Know"). The opening "Stif f " is a 
tough stomper and for some rea-
son "Summer Girl" reminds me of 
Paul Westerberg a bit despite not 
sounding like Paul Westerberg. I 
st i l l k inda like the tape better (I 
wish someone would put that out 
on vinyl), but this is a solid EP 
to be sure, and I l ike it more and 

more with repeated listens. 4 /5
(justbecauserecords.bandcamp.com)
Are you a local-ish band? Do 

you have a record out? Email vague-
lythreatening@gmail.com

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock 

Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and LIFE WELL PLANNED® 
are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 

16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145

O 440.801.1629 // C 216.513.0933 // F 440.801.1636
www.bentleywealthmanagement.com
michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

by Denis DeVito
How about this for a nice Thanks-

giving Eve event!  An intimate "house 
concert" with Denis DeVito and 
Pete Cavano. We will perform at the 
Lakewood Plant Company(15612 
Detroit Ave.) in downtown Lakewood 
on Wed. 11/27 from 7-9. As most of 
you are aware, Pete is one of the  fin-
est guitar players in the area.  His "Chet 
Atkins style" of playing has earned him 
many accolades as a soloist as well as 
a fine session man. This will be quite 
a setting to hear Denis' stripped down 
originals and a couple of holiday tunes 
as well.  The LPC will be open for busi-
ness, so you can purchase cool house 
plants, pots and an assortment of gift 
ideas.  It is $10 to get in, but it is BYOB. 
I am really looking forward to an eve-
ning of music in a laid-back setting. 
Hope you can join us!

Musical Thanksgiving Eve

Horrific Gray Windowless Buildings Of The Most Bleak Kind: 

Reviews Of Recent Releases By Local Bands, Pt. 96

Local Stars 
At The Beck

St. Edward High School Edwardian 
Players Present "Urinetown The Musical"

take politics and social issues to the 
extreme.

"Urinetown" features Zeke 
Schmiedl (Cleveland Hts), Richie 
Pokrywka (Sheffield Lake), Hunter 
Velasquez (Hinckley), Reagan Bushok 
(Avon Lake),  Bella Issa and Grace 
Davis (both Westlake). The show is 
produced by St. Edward staff mem-
bers Robert W. Burns (director), John 
F. Goers (technical director), and Lisa 
Hirzel (costumer).

Tickets are available at the door or 
by calling (216) 221-0793, ext. 201.

St. Edward High School is located 
at 13500 Detroit Ave., Lakewood, Ohio, 
44107.

Pictured are Reagan Bushok, Andy Hoffman, Hunter Velazquez, Emerson Gray and 
Tony Chambers.

continued from page 1

Zydrunas Ilgauskas, Jennifer Ilgauskas, 
Joyce and Wally Senney Spotlight Gala 
2019
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Lakewood City Hall

Visit Sicily Without  
Leaving Home

SINCE 1990  •  26 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

Fresh Authentic Italian Cuisine
Pizza • Pasta • Sandwiches • Salads • Wings

www.nunziospizza.net

NOW SERVING 3 LOCATIONS!
Lakewood • Fairview Park   

Rocky River

17615 Detroit Ave.  •  216-228-2900

OPEN:
Monday - Saturday

4pm - 3:30am
Deliveries until 3:15am

Sunday
2pm - 1:30am

Deliveries until 1:15am
Available Items: Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms, Onion, Green & Red Peppers, Anchovies, 

Ham, Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black, Olives, Hot Peppers, Ground Meat, Pineapple, Jalapeño 
Peppers  SPECIAL TOPPINGS: Artichoke Hearts, Tomato, Broccoli, Chicken

Small
6 cut - 9”

 $7.00
 $7.50
 $8.00
 $8.50
 $9.00
 $9.50
 $0.50
 $1.50

Medium
8 cut - 12”

 $8.50
 $9.25
 $10.00
 $10.75
 $11.50
 $12.25
 $0.75
 $2.00

Large
12 cut - 16”

 $11.00
 $12.00
 $13.00
 $14.00
 $15.00
 $16.00
 $1.00
 $2.50

Party Tray
Half Sheet

$12.00
$13.50
$15.00
$16.50
$18.00
$19.50
$1.50
$3.50

Plain
1 Item
2 Items
3 Items
4 Items
Deluxe
Extra Items
Ext. Cheese/Spec. Topp

PIZZA

U.S. COMMERCE ASSOCIATION 
BEST OF CLEVELAND FOR 2 CONSECUTIVE YEARS

2009 & 2010

City Council began on November 
18 by recognizing the winners of Keep 
Lakewood Beautiful’s 2019 Beautiful 
Homes with an awards presentation. 
Once everyone got a chance to take a 
photo and congratulate the winners, 
Council President O’Leary started 
what turned into a very efficient City 
Council meeting where several new 
projects were discussed that will bring 
positive change to Lakewood.  

Electric scooters and electric 
bikes

One of the issues coming out of 
the Public Safety committee is how 
Lakewood will respond to the popular-
ity of electric scooters and bikes.  While 
Ordinance 47-19 allows for eventual 
rules to be created, City Council would 
like to hear from residents and other 
experts in the community on what rules 
and safety precautions they feel they 
need in the city to keep everyone safe. 

“We’ve been trying to bring in 
as many experts as we can. While the 
data is relatively new on this emerging 
activity, it is important we on Council 
do as much due diligence as we can to 
protect our residents,” Councilperson 
Bullock commented. “We need to be 
careful we have a strategy in place that 
protects people from just wiping out on 
them, causing self-injury or potentially 
running into people on some of our 
more narrow sidewalks.”

There are a lot of concerns being 
voiced on different message boards and 
within the community about this new 
trend hitting the Lakewood borders. 

City Council Discusses Scooters, Roads, Bricks, 
And The Future Of Meghan George's At-Large Seat

Bullock added, “We can’t just let this 
become the Wild West of e-scooters 
and e-bikes. We need to be proactive. 
Working together, we can make sure 
this can be an enjoyable activity with-
out causing huge risks.”

Speed tables on Marlowe Avenue
In recent years, Lakewood has 

been willing to take on pilot projects 
to install traffic calming devices on the 
residential roads. Lakewood has seen 
chicanes, road caps, and now the recent 
addition of speed tables on Marlowe.  

According to the National Asso-
ciation of City Transportation Officials, 
the differences between the speed hump 
and speed table are as follows:  Speed 
tables are mid-block traffic-calming 
devices that raise the entire wheelbase of 
a vehicle to reduce its traffic speed. Speed 
tables are longer than speed humps and 
are flat-topped, with a height of 3–3.5 
inches and a length of 22 feet.

Councilperson Litten commented, 
“They are extremely popular right 
now. They’re temporary, so we will see 
how this winter treats them. If success-
ful, we will make them a permanent 
feature as part of the asphalt.”

The goal of the speed table is to 
slow the vehicle down without making 
it go through a bunch of turns, keeping 
it simple. Litten added, “Some people 
have strong feelings about the chicanes, 
but we have heard nothing but posi-
tives about the speed tables. People are 

excited for the pilot to finish so they 
can request one for their street.”

After the pilot program, City 
Council will determine what should 
be the overall strategy when deployed. 
Mayor-elect George has stated on the 
campaign trail, “We need to be smart 
about this. We don’t want to push 
problems into other neighborhoods 
or streets. We need a thoughtful, pro-
active strategy that takes into account 
residents' feedback. Keeping our streets 
safe should be our top priority.”

Lakewood Hospital bricks from 
A-Wing

Bryce Sylvester reconfirmed that 
this Friday and Saturday, residents will 
be able to obtain a brick from the for-
mer Lakewood Hospital A-Wing. The 
city has two truckloads of bricks and 
will distribute them at the Refuse & 
Recycling Facility at 12920 Berea Road.  

If not all bricks are claimed, the 
city will announce additional pick-up 
hours during the Refuse Department's 
normal operations. Their goal is to 
make sure the bricks go to residents 
before mass pick-ups start occurring.  

Pick Up Times
Friday, November 22 - Noon to 

3:00pm
Saturday, November 23 - 9:00am 

to Noon
Meghan George’s At Large seat
Lakewood’s Charter provides 

City Council 60 days from January 1 

to appoint someone to Mayor-elect 
George’s At-Large seat when she is 
sworn in as mayor.  

Lakewood City Council has had to 
utilize the appointment feature in the 
past. While the specific details are still 
being ironed out for this opening, there 
will be a post from City Hall requesting 
Cover Letters & Resumes from interested 
parties. While they will be accepting 
them in the near future, deliberation on 
a potential selection will not be enter-
tained until Councilpersons-elect Neff 
and Shachner are sworn in.

In the past, there have been doz-
ens of applicants with maybe only a 
dozen interviewed. This opening is 
already garnering similar interest from 
well-known residents of Lakewood 
like Finance Director Jen Pae, former 
City Council candidates Laura Rodri-
guez Carbone and Lindsey Grdina, and 
a Democratic Precinct Leader from 
Ward 3, Greg Mahoney.

In the coming weeks, I will be doing 
a write-up on the candidates who have 
put their names in to be considered, why 
they feel they should be appointed, and 
what they hope to accomplish. If you are 
a candidate interested in taking part in 
this piece, please contact me at bpre-
sutto@gmail.com or 216.288.7045.

Brad Presutto has been a 
Lakewood resident since 2005.

Bradley Presutto
City Hall Reporter

by Laura Rodriguez-Carbone
Thank you to all my supporters 

who came out and voted this Novem-
ber. Over 1,100 people in Ward 1 voted 
for responsive community-centered 
government, inclusion, and putting 
our families and seniors first.

While running for this office, 
something wonderful and unintended 
happened. We began to gain support for 
this movement all over Lakewood. The 
issues we identified in our campaign: 
ensuring the health and wellbeing of our 

Rodriguez-Carbone Thanks Supporters, 
Announces Candidacy For At-Large Seat

seniors and children, providing respon-
sive constituent services, the need for 
alternative modes of public transit, and 
better communication with residents, 
are serious ones, and I am committed to 
keep fighting for them.

I ran into many voters outside of 
polling locations that said they voted 
for me because they want Lakewood 
City Council to better reflect our 
diversity. I agree. That’s why I am 
announcing my candidacy for the 
appointment of Lakewood City Coun-

cil At-Large and will continue actively 
campaigning, and actively helping res-
idents wherever they are in Lakewood.

We ran a great race in Ward 1 and 
I am excited to keep going!

Please learn more about me at 
www.lauraforlakewood.com or on 
Facebook @lauraforlakewood.

Laura Rodriguez-Carbone was a 
candidate for Lakewood City Council, 
Ward 1. She is a community leader and 
advocate with nearly 18 years of expe-
rience in the federal and non-profit 
sectors in fund development, com-
munity engagement, and cultivating 
and expanding multi-sectoral part-
nerships. She continues to give of her 
time through service on several public, 
non-profit, and national boards. Laura 
is the Community Outreach Coordi-
nator for the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services under the umbrella 
of the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human  Services, working to advocate 
for the care of all dialysis patients in 
three States - Ohio, Indiana and Ken-
tucky. 

Laura and her husband Christo-
pher own and live in their home on 
McKinley Avenue with their five cats, 
Oliver, Ozzy, Oswald, Odin and Prue.
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DowntowN Lakewood

Lakewood’s
Best Patio

To Party On! Book your 
fundraisers and 

special  events
With Us!

Tuesday and Sunday are $2 Taco Nights
Best Brunch In Town! Saturdays at 11am & Sunday 9:30am

Mondays - Buy One, Get One - Black Angus Burgers
Wednesdays - Try our $5 Menu!

by Matt Bixenstine
When Lakewoo-

dAlive’s signature holiday 
event returns for a 13th 
consecutive year this 
December, this festive 
occasion will blend old 
favorites with new tradi-
tions in the making. 

L a k e w o o d A l i v e 
announces the return of 
the Light Up Lakewood 
Beer Garden sponsored by 
Roundstone Insurance as 
a centerpiece of Light Up Lakewood 
2019 taking place Saturday, December 
7, in Downtown Lakewood. Located at 
the intersection of Mars and Detroit 
Avenues, this Beer Garden will afford 
Light Up Lakewood attendees aged 21+ 
an opportunity to purchase and enjoy 
a selection of local craft beers within 
a festive atmosphere. New this year, 
this Beer Garden will also offer a hot 
mulled cider.

Now in its second year, the Light 
Up Lakewood Beer Garden will be 
open from 4 to 8 p.m. during Light Up 
Lakewood and will welcome guests on 
a first-come, first served basis as capac-
ity permits. Children under 12 may 
enter the Light Up Lakewood Beer Gar-

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

Lakewood’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Baptist Church with a surprise visitor
– 3 pm – Royalty Scholarship Cer-

emony at Plantation Home
– 4 pm – Festival Kickoff with Hol-

iday Market at the Lakewood Masonic 
Temple

– 4 pm – Light Up Lakewood Beer 
Garden sponsored by Roundstone 
Insurance at the intersection of Mars 
and Detroit Avenues

– 4 pm – Holiday Train sponsored 
by Laskey Costello, LLC and Paisley 
Monkey runs along Detroit Avenue 
between Belle and Arthur

– 5 pm – Start of Parade at Manor 
Park and Detroit Avenues, headed 

Light Up Lakewood 2019 
To Spread Holiday Cheer On December 7

westbound on Detroit
– 5:30 – 8 pm – Ongoing perfor-

mances and children’s activities at 
Lakewood Public Library

– 5:30 – 8:30 pm – Santa visits 
Lakewood Public Library

– 6:30 pm – Lighting Ceremony at 
Main Stage at City Center Park

– 7 pm – Fireworks Show spon-
sored by First Federal Lakewood

For more information and 
continued updates, please visit Lake-
woodAlive.org/LightUpLakewood.

Light Up Lakewood is generously 
supported by the following sponsors:

Light Up Lakewood 2019 
To Feature Beer Garden Sponsored 
By Roundstone Insurance

den provided they are accompanied by 
an adult aged 21+.

“The addition of the Light Up 
Lakewood Beer Garden has enabled 
us to expand the appeal of Light Up 
Lakewood, while maintaining the fes-
tive, family-friendly nature of this 
community event,” said Ian Andrews, 
LakewoodAlive’s Executive Director. 
“We are excited to continue this new 
tradition of Light Up Lakewood, and 
grateful to Roundstone Insurance for 
helping to make this feature possible.”

For more information regarding 
Light Up Lakewood 2019 sponsored 
by First Federal Lakewood, please visit 
LakewoodAlive.org/LightUpLakewood.

continued from page 1

Sportsmanship: senior Sean 
Mahoney
Girls Soccer

1st Team: junior Aubree Nagel
2nd Team: freshman Samantha 

Hudak
Honorable Mention: freshman 

Jane McGinley and senior Emily McIn-
tire

Sportsmanship: freshman Ava 
Carroll
Boys Soccer

1st Team: seniors Julian Kieres and 
Cameron Levis

2nd Team: seniors Harlan Hoeg-
ner and Colin Meehan

Rangers Earn 
All Conference Honors

Honorable Mention: sophomore 
Matthew Hueter and senior Jacob Laux

Sportsmanship: Colin Meehan
Girls Tennis

Honorable Mention: junior Chloe 
Derethik and senior Larissa Goncalves

Sportsmanship: Chloe Derethik
Volleyball

Honorable Mention: senior Cas-
sidy Baldridge

Sportsmanship: senior Esther 
Dolatowski
Cheerleading

1st Team: senior Olivia Neal
2nd Team: senior Tiaura Davis
Honorable Mention: sophomore 

Janya Allen and freshman Isabelle Reay

for updates regarding the many spe-
cial deals that will be available in 
Lakewood throughout the weekend.

Small Business Saturday 
includes Breakfast with Santa tak-
ing place Saturday, November 30, 
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon at O’Neill 
Healthcare Lakewood. This popu-
lar holiday tradition consists of 
“Selfies with Santa” photo oppor-

Lakewood To Host Small Business 
Weekend Nov. 29 - Dec. 1

tunities (bring your own camera), 
a seated breakfast (pancakes, eggs 
and sausage) and a children’s activ-
ity room featuring opportunities to 
write letters to the North Pole. Visit 
LakewoodAlive.org/Santa to secure 
your tickets.

For more information regard-
ing Small Business Weekend in 
Lakewood, please contact Lakewoo-
dAlive at 216-521-0655.

continued from page 6

continued from page 1
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REFER A BUSINESS

To make a referral, 
visit coxbusiness.com/referabusiness 

 
 

Get $100 for 
each new customer 
you refer

*Offer valid for current Cox Business customers, referring new commercial 
customers in Cox-wired serviceable locations. Cox Business reserves the 
right to change or discontinue offer at any time. Services not available in 
all areas. Additional restrictions apply. © 2019 Cox Communications, Inc. 
All rights reserved.

 

With our business referral program, Cox Business 
will give you $100 for each referral you provide 
that becomes a new, qualifying customer. 
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This paper is written, produced, and delivered by residents of Lakewood.
Isn’t it time you joined with us?

Visit the “Member Center” today to sign up and submit an article to the LO!
www.lakewoodobserver.com/members/login

If you would like to help this history-making 15-year-old project continue getting out the 
words, stories and images of your fellow Lakewoodites and you have a business, contact 

production@lakewoodobserver.com and we will send out an advertising kit!

TROY BRATZ
Real Estate Agent

TroyBratz@KW.com
TroyBratz.KW.com
216.702.2196

Let’s find you a new home or business!

Residental/Commercial
Lakewood Resident

@TroyBratzKW
Follow me on social media for tips on 
navigating the buying & selling process.

Roman Fountain is one of the most  
well-known and loved pizzeria in  
Lakewood, Ohio. Roman Fountain has  
been serving up pizza since the mid 1950's 
with award winning pizza, calzone,  
stromboli, subs, pasta, wings, and salads. 
 
Whether carryout or delivery, we provide 
your family with the freshest of toppings 
(over 25 to choose from) on our pizza. With 
dough and sauce made daily from our own 
recipe and freshly grated blend of mozzarella 
& provolone cheese, we provide a great pizza 
for you and your family  

Call us at 216-221-6633 

Roman Fountain 
Pizza & Subs 

• Pizza 
• Calzones 
• Stromboli 
• Salads 
• Pasta 

• Subs 
• Wings 
• Appetizers 
• Desserts 
• Dinners 

To see our menu or coupons please go to  
www.romanfountain.com 

Or stop by at 
15603 Detroit Ave 

Near the corner of Lakeland Ave 

Order on-line at  
romanfountain.com 

At Roman Fountain you can find all your favorites:  

The Lakewood Observer 
Serving Lakewood Residents & Businesses

For 15 Years
Isn’t it time your business

partnered with this history making,  
award wining LAKEWOOD project?

In Print & Online
Now In 15 Other Communities!

Call 
216.407.6818 Today!


