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“Those who are happiest are those who do the most for others.”
- Booker T. Washington

Lakewood Arts Festival: Real Art, Real Music, Real Food

by Katherine Isenhart

For one glistening sum-
mer day,
Detroit
Belle to Arthur Avenues, to
bring artists of all disciplines
together along with 15,000
collectors and art lovers. The
juried festival hosts over 130

Lakewood closes

Avenue, between

regional and national artists
and makers displaying paint-
ings, prints, photography, art
glass, ceramics, jewelry, sculp-
ture, fiber and more.
Returning to the festival

this year will be ceramic art-
ist, Sumiko Takada of Studio
Takada, featuring carved and
inlaid hand thrown stoneware
with a traditional Japanese
motif. Phillippe Laine from
Palm Beach, Florida, a festival
favorite, offers one of a kind
hand-painted silk fabric. Posch
and Gulyas, fine jewelers, hand
fabricate original designs from
sterling silver sheet and wire,
often featuring gemstones,
gold, and enamel for color; and
Heather Smotzer, fine jeweler,

Why A Judge Can Have
Empathy And Still
Protect Lakewood

by Brian Taubman

My experience as a crimi-
nal defense attorney is what
separates me from my oppo-
nents. I have been in the muck
with my clients, and I know
the trials and tribulations they
have dealt with — something
my opponents have never done
in their legal careers.

Throughout my legal
career, I've learned that as a
judge, you can be tough but
fair; that throwing down the
hammer and max sentenc-
ing defendants isn't always
the answer. We need a differ-
ent approach in Lakewood,
an alternative to merely pun-
ishing people and moving on.
It's clear that just punishing
offenders does not work. It
leads to the overcrowding of
our jails, and with no rehabili-
tation efforts, these individuals
become habitual offenders.
The old brutal approach does
not work; the antiquated crime
and punishment approach
does not work. My opponents
will not change the norm —
they are the norm, a product of
the same broken system I am
attempting to change.

My objective as a defense
attorney is not just to exon-
erate my clients but to guide
them through our justice
system and show them how
to learn from their experi-
ences. As the future Lakewood
Municipal Court Judge, my

Brian Taubman
Candidate for Lakewood
Municipal Court Judge

platform will be about solu-
tions, not punishments. I will
not just lock people up; I will

continued on page 5
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uses traditional metalsmithing
techniques in modern designs.
Fine art includes works by
George Kocar, award win-

ning Ohio artist who has been

called a “humorous expres-
sionist” and Brett Mason, a
Pittsburgh native, who brings
evocative landscapes in both

oil and watercolor. “The
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Everyone stops by the Art Festival, hope to see you there this year.

Lakewood Arts Festival always
gets a great crowd who are
really receptive and supportive
of my work. For this, I make it
one of my very few shows out
of Pittsburgh.” Brilliantly col-
ored art glass will be displayed
by Drew Hocevar including
sculpture, platters, and vases.
Muralist, Stephanie Crossen
said,” I love Lakewood and
after going through such a dif-
ficult year, it will feel great to
come together as a community
and enjoy sunshine, art and
lemonade close to the lake”
Crossen’s Lakewood murals
include “Eternal Sunrise/Sun-
set at Madison and Warren"
and “Happy Place’ at Belle and

continued on page 11

New Superintendent Takes Over

by Christine Gordillo

This marks
an important transition for
City  Schools,
one that we know will be an
important step in the growth
of the district and the educa-
tional success of its students.
With Dr. Mike Barnes having
stepped down as Superinten-
dent of Lakewood City Schools
last month, the district now

summer

Lakewood

looks forward to the tenure of

Maggie Niedzwiecki in the role
and everything she brings to it.
The
transition
month earlier than originally

superintendent

occurred one

Sherrod Brown, AFL-CIO
Endorse Rader

by Matt Kuhns

U.S. Senator Sherrod
Brown has endorsed Tristan
Rader Lakewood City
Council, praising him as “a
leader who will continue to
fight for affordable housing,
public safety, and a cleaner
environment in Lakewood.”

for

“Tristan understands that
the Dignity of Work is not just a
slogan, it's how we govern,” said
Brown, “that's why I'm proud
to endorse Tristan Rader for his
re-election to City Council."

Rader says that Senator
Brown’s support is a moving vali-

dation of his work on council, as
he completes with a large field in
the approaching September 14

continued on page 5
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announced. Both Dr. Barnes
and Mrs. Niedzwiecki agreed
this decision would be in the
best interest of the schools, the
students and the community
as there is much to accom-
plish and plan before students
return to school in August.
For the last three years,
Mrs. Niedzwiecki served as

gt

-

assistant superintendent.
While in that position, Mrs.
Niedzwiecki led an Inno-
vation Task Force and the
development of the Vision of
a Lakewood Graduate initia-
tive. She also expanded the
district's STEM programming

continued on page 7
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Stopped when I saw the giant Marine and was greeted by United States
Marine Corps Staff Sergeant John Tracey, who said, “Looking for a life
changing opportunity?” When I said no thanks he smiled and said, “If
you know anyone looking for a life changing career, tell them we offer
them at the corner of Rosewood and Detroit, 7 days a week.”
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The Mayor’s Corner

Helping Lakewood Families Stay In Their Homes

by Meghan George
Mayor, Lakewood, Ohio

Lakewood is a community that
has risen to meet the challenge of the
COVID-19 crisis. So many went above
and beyond in their work, and our com-
munity came through the pandemic
unified in our determination to help
those in need. We can all be proud of
how our city came through this crisis.

Our city was one of the first
nationally to provide COVID funding
through our Small Business Rent Relief
Program, which helped keep the doors
open for over 200 businesses that form
the core of our economy and do so
much to serve our residents. The grants
were effective: our staff’s interactions
with the business community indicate
that the pandemic did not affect Lake-

Stuff The Squad

by Nicole Argenziano

The Cleveland Clinic Lakewood
emergency room is partnering up with
the Lakewood Fire Department to stuff
the squad with school supplies as a way
to give back to this great community!

The event will take place August 1
from noon to 4pm in the family health
center parking lot on the corner of
Detroit and Belle. Please join us and

help make this the biggest donation
that the schools have ever seen!

We will also have food, a 50/50
raffle, and face painting for the kids!
You will also be able to meet some of
your favorite first responders.

Nicole Argenziano is a registered
nurse at the Cleveland Clinic Lakewood
Family Center ER.

LakewoodAlive Asks

from LakewoodAlive release

Lakewood Pride Fund Helps Fam-
ilies Complete Essential Home Repairs

Do you need to complete an essen-
tial home repair and you're worried
about how you're going to pay for it?
Perhaps the Pride Fund is a program
for you.

The Lakewood Pride Fund is an

innovative program of LakewoodAlive
that leverages a collection of funds to
secure home repair loans for Lakewood
families who otherwise might not have
access to conventional bank financing,
helping families complete health and
code compliance repairs.
Call us at (216) 521-0655 Ext. 3

wood’s overall occupancy rate, which
is a tremendous feat. Our residen-
tial housing relief program was soon
launched, and helped keep over 1,400
Lakewood residents in their homes.
Even as we gradually emerge
from the pandemic, many residents
remain vulnerable, especially those
with lower incomes and those who lost
employment. With the State of Ohio
terminating additional unemployment
funds and federal protections against
evictions ending on July 31st, a risk of
a housing crisis exists for Lakewood’s
must vulnerable if we do not act swiftly.
You’ve probably heard that our city
received over $47 million in American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds. These
funds are restricted in how they can be
spent, but fortunately they can be used
to assist people facing a threat to their
housing due to impacts from COVID-
19. My administration has determined
this to be an immediate need for a por-

tion of these dollars.

It was a great show of unity when
Lakewood City Council swiftly and
unanimously voted to approve my
administration’s recommendation to
dedicate $1.68 million in ARPA funds
to provide rental assistance and keep
people in their homes. The funds will
be dedicated exclusively to low-income
recipients who are at risk of losing their
housing due to the pandemic.

The timing is right for this new
round of rental assistance, with previ-
ous CARES Act resources used for rent
relief now exhausted. We are excited to
partner with the Lakewood Commu-
nity Service Center to administer these
grants, which we expect to help over 400
Lakewood families stay in their homes.
Once again, the Lakewood community
is rising to the occasion by providing
our most vulnerable residents with the
emergency assistance they need.

LAKEWOOD
OBSERVER

18514 Detroit Avenue
Lakewood, Ohio 44107

phone:216.521.7684
fax: 216-521-9518

MONDAY - THURSDAY: 4PM — 10PM

CURRENT HOURS OF OPERATION

FRIDAY: NOON - 10PM

WEEKEND BRUNCH RETURNS

SATURDAY 11 A.M.TO 2 PM.
ALA CARTE BREAKFAST/LUNCH FEATURING:

SUNDAY10 A.M. TO 2 P.M.
GOURMET ALA CARTE BRUNCH

BRUNCH A 30-YEAR LAKEWOOD TRADITION

In Print & Online
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Your Independent Source for Lakewood News & Opinion

Published twice a month with a current circulation of 10,000+ copies. The paper is made available
free of charge and can be found at over 130 business locations within the City of Lakewood and on
our website. The views and opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views
and opinions of the publisher and staff. Copyright 2021 + AGS/The Lakewood Observer, Inc. All
rights reserved. Any reproduction is forbidden without written permission.

The mission of the Lakewood Observer is to attract, articulate, and amplify civic
intelligence and community good will in the city of Lakewood and beyond.
Become an Observer!

As a product of citizen journalism, The Lakewood Observer is looking for people, ages 3-100,
to get involved in the paper and the city. We are looking for volunteer writers, photographers,
designers, and illustrators to help with the production of the paper. It does not matter if you are
a professional or amateur, our editorial staff will be glad to help you through the process.
Register to our website Member Center where you can submit stories, press releases, letters to the
editor, photos. No need to register to post online calendar or classified ads.

Upcoming Submission Deadline Publish Date
July 30, 2021 August 4, 2021
August 16, 2021 August 18, 2021

www.lakewoodobserver.com

216.407-6818 OR 216.339.2531
PO BOX 770203, Lakewood, OH 44107
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The Lakewood Observer is produced by volunteers/residents of Lakewood. Isn’t
it time you joined this effort to help us report news while preserving history?

Follow the QR Code to the “Member Center” to sign up.
www.lakewoodobserver.com/members

If you would like to help this history-making 17-year-old project continue to publish the words,
stories and images of fellow Lakewoodites and you have a business,
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Geriatric
emergency care
at all Cleveland

Clinic EDs.

Every Cleveland Clinic Emergency Department (ED) in Northeast
Ohio (including Akron General’s main campus ED) has been awarded
national Geriatric Emergency Department Accreditation from the
American College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP).

This accreditation demonstrates Cleveland Clinic’s commitment to
standardize and improve emergency care of older, high-risk adults.

The Main Campus Emergency Department became just the thirteenth
Level 1 accredited Geriatric ED in the nation. It is one of only three
hospitals in Ohio to achieve this gold-level status.

Cleveland Clinic EDs with Level 2 GEDA status:
* Avon * Marymount

Cleveland Clinic EDs with Level 3 GEDA status:

¢ Akron General * Lakewood

¢ Brunswick e Lutheran

* Euclid * Medina

* Fairview * South Pointe
* Hillcrest * Twinsburg

<

Led jointly by Cleveland Clinic’'s Emergency Services Institute and the
Center for Geriatric Medicine, this program addresses the complex
physical and social challenges many older adults present with at the
emergency department, such as cognition and mobility issues, lack of
social support, or adverse drug reactions.

Geriatric EDs provide rapid assessment and treatment for life-
threatening conditions. In addition, time and resources are available to
evaluate all aspects of an older patient’s health to best determine next
steps: treat and release to home, admit to the hospital, transition to a
skilled nursing or rehab facility or prescribe home care services.

Depending on the diagnosis, an interdisciplinary team of providers in
emergency medicine, geriatric medicine, nursing, pharmacy, social
work, rehabilitation, and case management work together to meet the
patient’s specific needs.

If an older adult needs emergency care, call 911 and choose a
Cleveland Clinic Geriatric ED.

Don’t delay. Cancer screenings save lives.

Now that many of us
have had the COVID-19
vaccine, we're feeling
more comfortable
resuming our daily lives.
With that renewed
comfort, it's important to
remember to reschedule
any preventive screenings
or medical appointments
that were canceled or
postponed during the pandemic.

cancer can include:

Brian Haines, MD
Cleveland Clinic
Fairview Hospital and
Richard E. Jacobs
Health Center

changes.

* Unexplained pain.

Richard E. Jacobs Campus in Avon.

Symptoms that may be of concern to check for

* Changes in bowel or bladder habits,
including blood in stool or urine.

» Cough or hoarseness that persists or

 Easy bruising or bleeding.

* Dizziness or vision troubles.
* Jaundice (yellowing of the skin, whites of

are dark or change color.

“Discuss the benefits of cancer screenings with
your physician. Screenings can often show
signs of the disease before symptoms are
present and can aid in treatment,” advises Dr.
Haines.

Cleveland Clinic facilities are among the safest
places in healthcare today. We've taken many
steps to keep everyone safe while fulfilling

our mission to be the best place for care,
whenever it is needed.

the eyes, or mucous membranes).

“It's important to get back to making regular
appointments and screenings, especially when
it comes to cancer,” says Brian Haines, MD,
an oncologist at Cleveland Clinic Moll Cancer
Center at Fairview Hospital and Cleveland
Clinic Richard E. Jacobs Health Center at

lumps of the breast.

* Unexplained fever.

Eating Well for Optimal Health

Empowering you to manage both hunger and weight by addressing
body, mind and spirit. Treatment is offered for obesity, being
overweight, food addiction and emotional eating. In this series of
uniquely designed medical appointments, patients meet virtually in the
company of others who share similar health concerns. Each session is
billed as a typical medical appointment to a primary care provider.

Referral required; start with an Integrative or Lifestyle Medicine
consult, call 216.448.4325. Visit ClevelandClinic.org/WellnessSMA
to learn more.

FOR EVERY
HEARTBEAT

THAT'S STRONGER THAN THE LAST

* New lumps anywhere, but especially new

* Persistent fatigue, night sweats or
unexplained infection or weight loss.

* Unexplained skin moles, especially if they

Visit ClevelandClinic.org/Coronavirus to learn
more about the steps we're taking to keep
you safe. If you're experiencing any symptoms
or have questions about cancer screenings,
reach out to your primary care provider.

Cleveland Clinic Children’s
is hitting the road!

Raise awareness and critical ==Y =] [o Jpm——

funds for Cleveland Clinic

Children’s by purchasing

a branded license plate. +
$25 from each sale will

be donated to directly

support priority initiatives at
Cleveland Clinic Children’s.

P2 clevaland Clinle Children's

Visit OPlates.com to order yours today!

Nationally ranked,

once again, in 10 out of 10
children's specialties,
including cardiology.

BEST

CHILDREN'S
HOSPITALS

_USNEWS
- RANKED IN -
108

ClevelandClinicChildrens.org/Rankings

100

YEARS
EST. 1921

{‘.2 Cleveland Clinic Children’s

Celebrating Over 16 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Lakewood Public Library

“Remembering May 4”
Exhibit Examines Lives Of
Kent State Students

by Melinda Frank

May 4, 1970 started out as another
ordinary day. But for Kent State Uni-
versity students this day would be
anything but normal. It was on this
day that members of the Ohio National
Guard fired into a crowd of demonstra-
tors, killing four and wounding nine
Kent State students.

The four students who were killed
on May 4 were Allison Krause, Jeffrey
Miller, Sandra Scheuer and William
Schroeder. In the exhibit “Remem-
bering May 4” the emphasis is not on
the tragedy of the event, but instead
focuses on the everyday lives of four
young college students. This exhibit is
on loan from the May 4 Visitors Cen-
ter at Kent State University and is on
display at Lakewood Public Library
August 14 through September 27.

May 4 Visitors Center staff mem-
bers Mindy Farmer, PhD and Lori Boes
collaborated with Glyphix Studio, a
program within Kent State’s School of
Visual Communication Design to design
and implement this exhibit. The fami-
lies and loved ones of the four students

KENT STATE UNIVERSITY

also assisted in the creation by loaning
mementos and other memorabilia.
Krause and Miller were partici-
pants in the protest while Schroeder
and Scheuer were on their way to class
when they were shot by the National
Guard. In the exhibit, all four students
are represented using their own words
and memorabilia to showcase the full-
ness of their lives and stories. Allison
Krause is “Allison the Protestor,” Jef-
frey Miller is “Our Brother Jeff,”
William Schroeder is “Bill: An All-
American Boy” and Sandra Scheuer is
shown through “Sandy’s Scrapbook.”
“Remembering May 4” is free and
open to the public Monday through
Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., and Fri-
day and Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
in the Main Library Second Floor Gallery.

Virtual Meet The Author
Events In August

by Andrea Fisher

Lakewood Public Library will pre-
miere three exciting new virtual Meet
the Author events in August. You can
watch these programs on facebook.
com/lakewoodpubliclibrary and twit-
ter.com/lakewoodlibrary on Thursday
evenings at 7:00 p.m.

August 12

Diane Vogel Ferri will discuss her
latest book, "No Life But This: a Novel
of Emily Warren Roebling." Inspired
by a walk across the Brooklyn Bridge,
this book is based on the true story
of Roebling, who had to take over the
construction of the bridge when her
husband, the chief engineer, fell ill.

August 19

Jen Hirt discusses "Hear Me Ohio,"
a collection of essays about leaving
Ohio. Hirt, who grew up in Ohio at her

Book vour

fundraisers and
special events

With Us!

Tuesday and Sunday are $2 Taco Nights
Best Brunch Inh Town! Saturdays at 11am & Sunday 9:30am
Mondays - Buy One, Get Onhe - Black Angus Burgers
Wednesdays - Try our $5 Menu!

18616 Detroit Avenue
216.521.4413 » www.atccafe.com

AROUND THE

family’s business (Hirt’s Greenhouse),
reflects on the places she has lived, find-
ing beauty and fascination in nature.
August 26
Derf Backderf talks about his
book, "Kent State: Four Dead in Ohio,"
a graphic novel retelling of the tragic
story of the Kent State shootings. Back-
derfshares his own personal experience
of when the National Guard came to
Ohio, as well as what he found in his
extensive research, and how he chal-
lenged himself artistically to recreate
scenes from the actual historic event.
If you miss the premiere, the videos
will also be available on the Library’s
website: lakewoodpubliclibrary.org
Make sure to follow us on Face-
book and Twitter to stay up to date on
library news, programs and events.

d3INdO0D

AHILY3

AHIMNIHO

AHINNNS

Children/Youth Events At
Lakewood Public Library

by Nic Starr
Library Pen Pal

For children three years old through sixth grade

Do you miss the Library? We miss you too! Write a letter to a Library staff
member telling us about anything from the last book you read to your favorite
animal or even include a drawing. A staff member will read your letter and write
you back.

Send your letter to:

Children’s and Youth Services

Lakewood Public Library

15425 Detroit Avenue

Lakewood, Ohio 44107
Virtual Storytime

For all ages

Join Lakewood Library staff members virtually as they read children’s picture
books and share songs, rhymes and finger plays.

View these exclusive videos from our website at lakewoodpubliclibrary.org or
through our Facebook at facebook.com/lakewoodpubliclibrary.

Virtual Author Visits

For all ages

Join local authors and illustrators virtually as they share and read some of their
own children’s books.

View these exclusive videos from our website at lakewoodpubliclibrary.org or
through our Facebook at facebook.com/lakewoodpubliclibrary.

Virtual Woke Book Club

For students in sixth through twelfth grade

In this bimonthly book club for teens, inspired by the Read Woke book chal-
lenge created by Cicely Lewis, we will read and respectfully discuss books selected
to inspire change, embrace diversity, and promote inclusivity. Each month will
focus on a different topic and you will choose which book(s) you would like to read
from a diverse list of titles. Registration is required and you will receive a Zoom
link upon registration. Attendance at both monthly meetings is not required.

July: LGBQT+ Stories

August: Immigration and Refugees

Wednesdays, August 11, 2021, 7:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m. via Zoom.

Thursdays, July 22, August 26, 2021, 7:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m. via Zoom.
Virtual Book Club — "Something’s Fishy" by Jeff Szpirglas

For students entering second through fourth grade

Join us for two weeks on Thursdays for "Something's Fishy" reading, activities
and discussions. Using Tumblebooks and Zoom, we will read "Something's Fishy"
by Jeff Szpirglas together.

Register once for both sessions. Registration is required. Register here or call
(216) 226-8275, ext. 140. You will receive a Zoom link a couple of days before the
program.

Thursday, July 22, 2021 and Thursday, July 29, 2021, 3:30 p.m. — 4:15 p.m. via
Zoom.

Virtual Book Club — "Bat Cat and the Seven Squirrels"
by Eric Walters

For students entering third through fifth grade

Join us for two weeks on Wednesdays for "Bat Cat and the Seven Squirrels”
reading, activities and discussions. Using Tumblebooks and Zoom, we will read
"Bat Cat and the Seven Squirrels" by Eric Walters together.

Register once for both sessions. Registration is required. Register here or call (216)
226-8275, ext. 140. You will receive a Zoom link a couple of days before the program.

Wednesday, August 4, 2021 and Wednesday, August 11, 2021, 3:30 p.m. — 4:15
p-m. via Zoom.

[mumg Q/W

Since 1990 - 31 Years in Business!
Now Serving 4 Locations!
Lakewood, Cleveland, Akron,

“U“ZIO'S 33% Qlsit Gicily Qithont

Fresh Authentic Italian Cuisine
Pirza » Pasta « Sandwiches » Salads « Wings

OPEN: and Parma
L]
Monday - Thursday Plzz A Small Medium Large PartyTray
4 3 6cut9"  8cut12" 12cut16”  Half Sheet
Pm -9am Plain $7.50 $9.00 $12.00 $13.00
H i 1Item $8.00 $9.75 $13.00 $14.50
Dehvery “” 3am 2 Items $8.50 $10.50 $14.00 $16.00
. 3 Items $9.00 $11.25 $15.00 $17.50
Fl'lday -Satu rday 4ltems $9.50 $12.00 $16.00 $19.00
4 3.30 Deluxe $10.00 $12.75 $17.00 $20.50
pm-J: Extra Items $1.00 §1.25 $2.00 §2.50
H H . Chicken $2.00 $2.50 $3.50 $4.50
Delivery till 3:15 e ese &
Special Toppings $1.50 $2.00 $3.00 $4.00
Su nday Available items: Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms, Onion, Green & Red Bell Peppers,
2 m- 1 am Anchovies, Ham, Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black Olives, Hot Peppers, Ground Beef, Pineapple,
p Jalapefio Peppers Special Toppings: Artichoke Hearts, Fresh Tomato, Broccoli, and *Chicken
Delivery till Tam

17615 Detroit Avenue - 216-228-2900 nunziospizza.net

Celebrating Over 16 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Election News And Views

View From City Council

by Councilmember Jason Shachner
Last week I met with the Planning
& Development Department to discuss
their research on Accessory Dwelling
Units (ADUs). ADUs are independent
dwelling units, with facilities for sleep-
ing and a kitchen and full bath, that
are on the same property as a larger,
primary dwelling unit. Our discus-
sion focused on what type of ADU
would serve our community best and
what changes, if any, will have to be
made to facilitate the construction of
ADUs in Lakewood. The Planning &
Development Department made sev-
eral recommendations on how we can
encourage investment in ADUs, includ-
ing increasing the allowable primary
lot coverage in all single and two-fam-

ily districts while maintaining existing
setbacks. I am looking forward to fur-
ther collaboration with the Planning
& Development Department to ensure
that we can provide this option to pro-
mote ageing in place in Lakewood.
Reporting ADA Compliance Issues
If you observe an ADA accessibil-
ity issue on any property owned and
maintained by the City, you can now
file a report on the Report A Problem
Portal. Simply choose “ADA Accessi-
bility Issue on Public Property” from
the drop-down list and complete the
form. This new feature is a result of the
work of the ADA Task Force, Coun-
cilmember Sarah Kepple, Chief of
Staff John Storey, and Lakewood’s IT
Department. Great job, everyone.

Sherrod Brown, AFL-CIO
Endorse Rader

continued from page 1

primary.

“Sherrod Brown has earned and
kept Ohio’s trust, to a unique degree,
by advocating progressive policy
which people care about and under-
stand,” says Rader. “That’s a standard
I want to measure up to.”

Brown’s announcement arrived
the same week as that of the
Northshore AFL-CIO. On July 14,
delegates of the prominent labor
union endorsed Rader for a second

Left: US Senator Sherrod Brown, Right”
Tristan Rader.

term on Lakewood City Council, in a
unanimous vote.

Why A Judge Can Have
Empathy And Still
Protect Lakewood

continued from page 1

help get them the treatment and
therapy they need, find jobs, and get
back to being contributing members
of our community. When a criminal
defendant comes through my court,
I will find a way to make sure that
they never return to that courtroom.

Five years ago, when I previously
ran for judge, [ wanted to implement
a first-time nonviolent drug offender
court, a specialized mental health
docket, and a revised and revamped
diversion program. These are ideals
that should have been implemented
years ago and still should be today.
As a defense attorney, I have had
countless successes reforming my
clients, and as our future judge, I
will continue to do just that.

While I respect my opponents, if
theyare elected, nothing will change.
Lakewood desperately needs to
change. It is time for a new approach
to how the Lakewood Municipal
Court works. I am a different type of
attorney, and it's time for a different
type of judge. It's time for someone
who has actively represented citi-
zens to be in charge of the citizens'
court. It's time for a new approach to

help Lakewood's people, businesses,
and the community as a whole. That
is why I believe I would be the best
choice for Lakewood Municipal
Court Judge. I appreciate your sup-
port and, hopefully, your vote in the
Primary on September 14.

Brian Taubman

Lakewood resident Brian Taub-
man is a candidate for Lakewood
Municipal Court Judge.

HOME ALONE
PET SITTING, INC.

In Home Pet Care
While You Are Away
Experienced
Veterinarian Technician
Bonded & Insured

216-548-1543
dimhokin@gmail.com

homealonepetsittinginc.com

Businesses And Projects,
Many Things Are Getting
Done In Ward One

by Tess Neff,
Lakewood City Council Ward 1

Immigrant Son Brewery at 18120
Sloane Ave. is opening soon! The
owner, Andrew Revy told me they are
finishing the construction, they have
started brewing, and canning will
begin at the end of July. A fun fact
Revy told me is there will be a beer
named in honor of Zydrunas Ilgaus-
kas (“Z”), a former basketball player
with the Cleveland Cavaliers. All you
IPA lovers can look forward to trying
PerZverence, which will be available in
a can or draft. Z himself is an immi-
grant from Lithuania and has chosen
to make Lakewood his home. The full-
service brew pub will have an executive
chef with a food menu that consists of
old world meets the new world cuisine.
Need a private room for a gathering or
event? Revy has you covered, and he
stated the space will be great.

Please welcome new business,
Ceram Works located at 17303 Detroit
Ave., and opened in June. I attended the
grand opening on June 19 and had the
pleasure to meet the owners Julian and
Maran Rogers. The venue is wonder-
tully spacious with lots of natural light

that the community can enjoy. The cou-
ple offer canvas and ceramic painting to
create a unique gift with your personal
touch. There is also a private room to
gather with family and friends.
Although it looks like a mess, the
Detroit-Sloane project once completed
will be a beautiful gateway to our west-
ern border. The sewer improvements
construction continues, and the water
main work is completed. Progress was
delayed a few weeks due to some unex-
pected additional work and the wet
weather. Phase I work will begin soon
which includes paving the north side of
the roadway and traffic will be shifted
to the south side with a single lane of
traffic in each direction. Approxi-
mately 45 days later, Phase II pavement
work will be performed on the south
side of the roadway including adding
the multi-purpose trail. Traffic will
be shifted to the north side during the
45-day pavement time frame.
Lauderdale Ave. residents are get-
ting a full dose of construction on their
street. The project involves a major
rehabilitation of the watermain, sewer,
and pavement on the very narrow street.

continued on page 8

Ready For All Your

Family’s Dental

, erime
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Iakewoo

Needs

I. Denroup
216.221.0300

17117 Detroit Ave.

Lakewood, OH 44107
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Lakewood Potpouri

Free Food, Community Meals

compiled by Betsy Voinovich
Lakewood YMCA

Hunger Center Food Rescue

Wednesday & Friday beginning at
11:30 a.m

Lakewood Family YMCA - 16915
Detroit Avenue

Baked goods and produce avail-

able on a first come, first served basis
for those in need, provided by Rocky
River Giant Eagle.

Call Lakewood Family YMCAfor
more details: (216) 521-8400
Trinity Lutheran Church
Lakewood

Trinity Lutheran's Outreach Min-
istry Community Saturday

Saturday July 17 every third Satur-
day) at 9 a.m.

Take out meal, community garden
and produce distribution.

Interested in volunteering? Please

Letter To The Editors

email trinitylakewoodoffice@gmail.com.

Trinity Lutheran Church
Lakewood is at 1375 West Clifton Bou-
levard.

Madison Park
Third Thursdays at Madison Park
July 15, Aug. 19 and Sept. 16 from
6-7:30 p.m.

This summer series hosted by
Friends of Madison Park features free
community events in the grassy area
next to Madison Park's main picnic
pavilion near the softball field.
Madison Court Block Party

Madison Park

4-6 p.m.

Every Saturday through Labor Day

An all ages event to celebrate our
community, engage in discussion, play
basketball, eat food, meet your neigh-
bors, and win some fantastic prizes!

Who Should Judge Us?
by Bob Soltys

In a few weeks, we’ll select the
person who will preside over one of
the most important things guaranteed
to us as American citizens: A fair and
impartial trial in a court of law. Serving
as a federal administrative law judge
for eight years, presiding over felony
preliminary hearings as a Navy judge
advocate, and thirty-five years of trial
and appellate experience before fed-
eral, military, and state courts as well
as administrative agencies has given
me an understanding of the experi-
ence, attention to detail, preparation,
and seasoning needed to serve the pub-
lic as a judge.

Two of the three candidates are
highly qualified to serve as a judge.
Sara Fagnalli has over thirty years
of experience in private practice as a
prosecutor and assistant prosecutor,
and before state and federal courts. Ms.
Fagnalli’s résumé includes volunteer
work with the Lakewood Chamber of
Commerce, as Chair of the Lakewood
Charter Review Commission, with the
Community Development Block Grant
Program, as well as a variety of civic
organizations. Significantly, she has
served as an Adjunct Professor of Law
at Cleveland-Marshall College of Law.
This shows her knowledge of the law
and her ability to mentor others.

\The other qualified candidate,
Tess Neff, served as a Court Magistrate
for nine years, hearing and deciding
casesin the Lakewood Municipal Court
and later in the Cuyahoga County Juve-
nile Court. She’s been an attorney for
almost thirty years. Ms. Neff is a Cer-
tified Court Manager and a Certified
Court Executive. In 2013 she received a
State Community Recognition Award
for Juvenile Re-Entry Court. A former
police officer, Ms. Neff has served on
the Engagement Committee for the
Beck Center for the performing arts.
She has judicial experience and is a sea-
soned attorney.

The third candidatelacks the thirty

years of experience that both Ms. Fag-
nalli and Ms. Neff would bring to our
Municipal Court bench. During just
thirteen years practicing law, he hasn’t
served as an assistant prosecutor, mag-
istrate, or an Adjunct Professor of Law.
As for seasoning, when he unsuccess-
fully ran for judge in 2015, he showed
up at Senator Skindell’s $100-a-plate
fundraiser at Georgetown Vosh Res-
taurant in a t-shirt and worn out blue
jeans. The incumbent dressed up with
a conservative blue suit and a rep tie.
Who looked more judicial? Who paid
attention to detail? Who prepared for
the encounter?

In the coming weeks, you will
select the person who will be respon-
sible for deciding innocence or guilt,
and if a fine or a jail sentence should
be imposed upon convicted offend-
ers. Ask yourself: Which candidate
will give you their complete attention
instead of looking down at their cell
phone? Which candidate pays atten-
tion to detail? Which candidate would
you want to decide your fate or that of
a family member should they run afoul
of the law? Which candidate has really
served our community? Which candi-
date is best prepared to think things
through? Who has the most relevant
experience? Which candidate "gets it"?

Being a judge isn’t about friend-
ship, the good ole boy network, or going
along to get along. It’s about maturity,
experience, seasoning, thoughtfulness,
independence, and experience. It’s
about doing the right thing, even when
no one else is watching.

The upcoming judicial primary
and election will be your only chance
for six years to decide which candidate
will pay attention and listen to you,
and carefully deliberate about the cases
that come before them.

You have an important choice to
make. Choose wisely.

Bob Soltis is a retired federal
administrative law judge.

Attorney Marc Dann

Sues DeWine

Over Unemployment

by Matt Kuhns

Attorney Marc Dann, a Lakewood
resident, is suing the DeWine admin-
istration on behalf of unemployed
Ohioans.

The Federal Pandemic Unemploy-
ment Assistance program provides
funds for an extra $300 per week, for
eligible unemployed claimants. Gover-
nor Mike DeWine terminated Ohio’s
participation in the program effective
June 26, although the funds remain
available.

Dann, a former Ohio Attorney
General, filed suit July 6 in Cuyahoga
Common Pleas Court, against DeW-
ine and Ohio Department of Jobs and
Family Services Director Matt Dam-
schroder.

Dann’s core argument is that
Ohio law requires Damschroder to
seek as much benefit as possible from
programs like Federal Pandemic
Unemployment  Assistance.  Ohio
Revised Code Section ORC 4141.43(I)
requires that he “..cooperate with
the United States department of labor
to the fullest extent...[and] take such
action...as may be necessary to secure
to this state and its citizens all advan-
tages available under the provisions of
the ‘Social Security Act’ that relate to
unemployment compensation...”

Ohioans from across the state have
detailed the harm caused by DeWine’s
order, in correspondence shared with
Dann’s lawfirm. One woman wrote
“I am a psych nurse, my husband was
a machinist for standard aero. Until

planes start flying and families start
placing dementia/Alzheimer’s loved
ones back in facilities we won’t get
our jobs back.” Many others related
personal hardship, as well as ongoing
problems with Ohio’s unemployment
bureaucracy. Several people contacted
Dann seeking help from other states
where Republican governors have also
turned away the additional funds.

Similar lawsuits are underway in
some of those states, including Indiana
where Indiana Superior Court Judge
John Hanley ruled in June that the state
must continue paying the benefits.

“Indiana’s statutory language is
very similar to Ohio’s,” says Dann.
“We believe we are right on the law and
absolutely right as it relates to public
policy that protects the interests of the
people of the state of Ohio.”

Lakewood resident Matt Kuhns is
a freelance graphic designer, and occa-
sional author.

Clark New Rotary President

by Lynn Donaldson

Steve Clark has been installed as
the ninety-sixth president of the Rotary
Club of Lakewood and Rocky River for
the Rotary year July 1, 2021, to June 30,
2022, succeeding Gina Gavlak.

Clark’s first exposure to Rotary was
his family hosting a youth exchange
student from Brazil. He joined the
Lakewood-Rocky River Sunrise Club
in July 2011 and transferred to his cur-
rent club seven years later.

The installation took place at the
club’s annual Past Presidents Picnic at
Elmwood Park. Nine past presidents
attended including 50-year Rotarian
Thom Geist. Gavlak presided over the
ceremonies and inducted Clark, who
was joined by his children and their
families.

Past President Marjorie Corrigan
(2019-2020) thanked Gavlak for her
year of service through the pandemic
and gave her the past president pin.
Past presidents Julius Skerlan, Larry
Yunaska and Bill Huffman attended
the grill.

Sworn in as directors (2021-2024)
were Leslie Favre-Krogman, Gina Gav-
lak, and Harlan Radford. They join

directors Pam Gallagher-Vine, and
Jim Lechko (2019-2022), and George
Hwang, George Frank, and Chris
Arnold (2020-2023).

Rotary’s theme for 2020-2021 is
“Serve to Change Lives.” The club meets
at noon on Mondays at Umerley Cen-
ter in Rocky River. The club’s website is
www.lakewoodrockyriverrotary.org.

Nibis

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975
Quality Painting.

THAT’S ALL WE DO!

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com
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Lakewood

Education

It Takes A Community

by Dr. Charles Greanoff

"We don’t see funding for small
classes b/c officials don't see learning
as a humanizing experience- needing

attention, relation-
ship building, & community. As long
as that mindset exists, billions will go
into the idea that learning is mechani-
cal & transactional." I wish I had said
this, but I must attribute these senti-
ments to their author, Selena Carrion,
a teacher in the Bronx, rightfully frus-
trated over the NYC Mayor failure to
prioritize reducing school size.

Fortunately, we don't have this prob-
lem in Lakewood, for the most part. But
the wisdom of her position goes beyond
the issue of class size. It captures the
fundamental nature of education—or,
rather, the educational ideal.

As we ask students to study, read,
practice, defer gratification—enhanc-
ing their individual capacities--we build
relationships and build a school com-
munity. These individual-community
development imperatives are mutually

individualized

inclusive, each enhancing the other.

Service to community is the high-
est possible aspiration—something to
remember on Memorial Day, etc—but
said service will have so much more
potency when individuals have devel-
oped a whole range of individual talents.

I've served on several boards/com-
munity groups, all of whom needed a
treasurer. Fortunately, others with skills
I lack were able to fill those positions.

We need citizens who will fill seats
on school boards, coach youth pro-
grams, join the music boosters, etc.

The spirit of community starts at
home but can be nurtured—or dimin-
ished-- by school. Small class-sizes,
co-curricular activities and, indeed,
shared, in person learning (inside
and outside of the classroom) is the
best way to maximize both individual
achievement and community engage-
ment. (The class pictured was one of
my best ever. Every student played a
huge role in our 9th period magic. The
Baseball picture is representative of the
joy of working toward a common goal).

New Superintendent Takes Over

continued from page 1

through the use of makerspace class-
rooms and Project Lead the Way. Mrs.
Niedzwiecki has continually innovated
opportunities for Lakewood students
and Lakewood educators to succeed.
We are excited to continue her vision
as superintendent.

This has been a positive and pro-
ductive transition, one that has laid
the foundation for success within
Lakewood City Schools. The district

looks forward to Mrs. Niedzwiecki’s
leadership and knows that her guid-
ance and vision will benefit Lakewood
City Schools in meeting the challenges
of providing 21st century educational
experiences for our students.

On Monday, August 2, the Board
of Education will host a reception for
Superintendent Niedzwiecki prior to
its regular monthly meeting. The event
will take place in the Lakewood High
cafeteria from 6-6:45 pm.

TROY BRATZ -

Real Estate Agent

Residential / Commercial
Lakewood Resident

216.702.2196 @ TroyBratz@KW.com
© © @TroyBratzkW

kw ELEVATE B

4> BUY for your future
4 INVEST in the community

KELLERWILLIAMS

Summer Meltdown
Hybrid 5K & Famlly Fun
Run July 25

by LakewoodAlive Staff : F

Summer Meltdown Hybrid 5K & W 4 -
Family Fun Run Next Sunday, July 25 EWDOD
- Register Today!

Secure Your Race Registration
Now

It’s time to lace up your running
shoes and start training! Registration is
now open for Lakewood Summer Melt-
down Hybrid 5K & Family Fun Run
sponsored by Melt Bar and Grilled, will
be orchestrated as a hybrid event with an
in-person race on Sunday, July 25 and a
virtual race taking place July 10 through
23 to ensure that all participants have
the opportunity to continue this long-
held Lakewood summer tradition. The

The Lakewood Summer Meltdown
Hybrid 5K & 1 Mile Family Fun Run is
made possible thanks to the generous
support of our sponsors.

Title Sponsor:

Hybrid Meltdown 5K serves as a fund- Melt Bar and Grilled
raiser for LakewoodAlive, a community Gold Medél Sponsor:
centered non-profit organization. Be.irton Senior Center
For those Meltdown fans interested glty of Lakewood
0x

in a more relaxed exercise experience,
the 1 Mile Family Fun Run & Walk is
priced right at $12 per participant and
intended for anyone to enjoy.

Day-of registration for the in-per-
son race will be available starting at 8
a.m. on Sunday, July 25.

Sign Up Today—The Hybrid Melt-
down Race is Quickly Approaching!

First Federal Lakewood

Silver Medal Sponsors:

Lakewood Recreation

Peace Racing

Bronze Sponsors:

Lakewood Public Library Madison
Branch

ENDORSED BY THE PLAIN DEALER

Faghili

FOR JUDGE

Only Sara Fagnilli has the right experience
to be our Lakewood Municipal Court Judge

* ...Fagnilli stands out for her experience and solid
knowledge of the sort of cases, both civil and

criminal, likely to come before her as judge.”

"...Fagnilli seems to have been preparing for the
job of Lakewood Municipal judge during

three decades of municipal work"
July 9, 2021

VOTE AUG 17 - SEPT 14

SaraForJudge.com

Paid for by Sara Fagnilli for Judge

Celebrating Over 16 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Lakewood Observer’s Foodwood-

New Food Ventures In
Foodwood, Ohio

T B

N

photo from Nickie Antonio

Lakewood resident, expert on good eating and State Senator Nickie Antonio stopped
by to congratulate Cassandra Fear and Daniel Ang on their new business venture
Lakewood AF on Madison Ave. -check them out!

Businesses And Projects, Many Things
Are Getting Done In Ward One

continued from page 5

Residents have experienced water shut
off and trickling water. Thank you, Lau-
derdale community, for your patience
and enduring the inconveniences dur-
ing the construction.

You may have noticed “For Lease”
signs displayed at the Trinity Church at
1375 W. Clifton. The property transferred
to Scalish Construction, a Lakewood
based business, in June. All Architectural
Board of Review and Planning Com-
mission approvals were granted for the

mixed-use structure. Currently, Scalish
is seeking to lease the property which will
require building permits before any con-
struction can begin.

Ward 1 residents and the entire
community have a lot to look forward
to in improvements, food, arts, activi-
ties and beautification.

Ward One Council representative
Tess Neff is a 32-year Lakewood resi-
dent. She and her husband Rich raised
their children here and love being a
part of the community.

%'maﬁa{faa/

Welcome back to India Garden!

We will be serving Best Indian Cuisine Lunch Buffet.
OPEN DAILY

Mon = Fri 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Sat - Sun 12:00 - 3:00 p.m.

$pice your week with us!
Reservation Highly Recommended: 216.221.0676

www.IndiaGardenCleveland.com
18405 Detroit Road
Lakewood, OH 44107

photo by Jim 0’Bryan

Breakfast where the power brokers go, The Place To Be.

The Place To Be Continues
To Be The Place To B

by Jim O’Bryan

Perhaps the title seems silly or
nonsensical but it is not. Simply put,
Lakewood’s legendary “The Place To
Be,” still remains a go-to staple for
breakfast and lunch, and is the place
to be: to be seen, to meet, to be fed, to
relax. The diner, or more eloquently
put, the Greek diner, is becoming a
thing of the past. Diners, and lucheon-
nettes used to be everywhere, on the
street, in stores like Woolworth’s. They
were included in every comedy show’s
skits from Jackie Gleason to Saturday
Night Live. But like half hour-long sit-
uation comedy shows, they have faded
into almost just a memory. But not here
in Lakewood. Here we are blessed, and
you should enjoy it, before it too fades
into a memory.

This issue let’s look at The Place To
Be, located in DowntowN Lakewood. It
has been a power meeting spot in the
morning when, in the old days, you
could see the who’s who of Lakewood’s
business and politics, to kids stopping
by for a hearty healthy lunch. And like
all diners, the more diverse the clien-
tele, the better it got.

With all this real community
ambience the addition of quality well-
cooked meals like grandma made is
just an amazing plus.

[ .

A diner mainstay, Club Sandwich and
Fries or Chips!

When you add in the service,
which is not just stable but amazing, it
becomes a cornerstone that should be
treasured. I walked in after not stop-
ping by for over a year, went to a back
table, sat down was greeted with, “Hello
Jim, the usual?” I thought, Okay, let’s
see, after all it didn’t matter what she
brought, it would be great. Five min-
utes later, out came the breakfast I had
ordered many times, but not in over 12
months! THIS IS WHY stability, and
locally-owned matters. Lakewood has
many restaurants, but the best ones are
locally owned or started. From Pier W
to The Place To Be.

1391 Warren Road

Hours 7AM - 3PM daily

216.226.8783

Rotary Club Of Lakewood
Celebrates Charter Night

by Larry Faulhaber

Nearly 30 members and guests
attended the Charter Night and social
of the Rotary Club of Lakewood
Rocky River Sunrise. It was hosted at
the home of Club Member Bill Min-
nich in Lakewood. It was an evening
for reflection, social gathering and
recognition. Eric Jolly, the out-going
President, presented the Rotary Dis-
trict Governor’s Certificate to Larry
Faulhaber in recognition as the Club's
Unsung Hero for 2021. He stated
that it recognizes Larry’s unbridled
passion for service, his outstanding
connections for our media presence,
and his advice and counsel. This was
followed by the introduction of Jason

Pickering as the new Club Co-Presi-
dent for the 2021 — 2020 Rotary year.
Jason then presented a gift certificate
and a commemorative desk clock to
out-going Eric for his service during
this more than challenging year of
the pandemic, closure of our meeting
space, and development of our ZOOM
meeting formats.

The Rotary Club of Lakewood
Rocky River Sunrise members plan
and organize many community, youth,
vocational and international service
projects. To learn more about how you
can join with men and women in your
area to give back through service in
your community, and internationally,
contact — sloopyohiol9@gmail.com
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Lakewood Business

Lakewood Park July 24

Cleveland Shakespeare
Festival Is Back

by CSF Staff

Having gone
CSF is delighted to return to our mis-
sion of bringing FREE Shakespeare in
the Park to Northeast Ohio.

We missed you. We hope you
missed us. While life has not quite
returned to what it was, we are begin-
ning to take those tentative first steps
into the sunlight. And what better way
to catch those rays than with the Bard,
a picnic, and good friends hanging in a
park? In that spirit, we are presenting
one of Bill’s most popular and endur-
ing works, Romeo & Juliet - directed by
Dusten Welch!

As always, all performances are
FREE! Showtime is 7 p.m. Bring a blan-
ket or lawn chair. We’ll be trekking all
across Northeast Ohio, visiting many
favorite haunts as well as some new

«

virtual” last year,

locations.

Nearby dates for Lakewood resi-
dents: Sat July 24th, Coe Lake Park in
Berea, 105 S. Rocky River Dr, Sun July
25th BAYarts, 28795 Lake Rd, Bay Vil-
lage, Friday August 6, Lakewood Park,
14532 Lake Ave. Sunday, August 8th,

Lincoln Park, 1200 Starkweather Ave,
Tremont.

Interested in volunteering? CSF
needs volunteer ushers to hand out
programs and assist audience mem-
bers in finding a place to sit. Romeo
& Juliet will be staged Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday nights from July 23 to
August 14 in 10 locations throughout
the Cleveland area. Volunteers arrive at
6 p.m. Please sign up on SignUpGenius
by clicking https://www.signupgenius.
com/go/8050944a4ae2babfa7-2021

If you have any questions about
CSF ushering, please contact Clark
Button at clark.button@gmail.com.

For more information, including
cast and crew bios, please visit our web-
site: cleveshakes.org

Medical Discrimination Has
No Home In Lakewood Or Ohio

by Susannah Selnick

In recent days, Ohio Governor
Mike DeWine signed the Ohio state
budget, with a particular line item
that has caused tremendous uproar
from medical professionals, civil
rights organizations, and the gen-
eral public.

Included in the $74 billion,
2,400-page budget was a clause
allowing health care workers,
hospitals, and health insurance
companies to refuse to provide
or pay for medical services on the
basis of moral, ethical, or religious
objection. Critics of this language
were quick to act, and rightfully so.
The mere inclusion of this language
allows professionals to
deny services to LGBTQ+ patients
on the basis of moral objection.

Why, then if 14 other line-items
included in the budget were vetoed
by DeWine, was this allowed to
stay? According to the Governor,
it is because healthcare in Ohio is
plentiful, and anyone who is dis-
criminated against can simply find
another provider. In reality, this is
not the case, as there are 159 Pri-
mary Care Provider Shortage Areas,
and 120 Mental Health Provider
Shortage Areas throughout the
state, largely in rural areas.

Early criticism has come from
the Ohio Hospital Association, the
Ohio Insurance Association, and
the Human Rights Campaign, to
name a few. The new law puts the
medical rights of over 380,000 Ohio
residents in jeopardy, one of the
largest LGBTQIA+ populations in

medical

Susannah Selnick talking with Lakewood
residents while going door to door.

the country.

It is up to Ohioans everywhere
to decry this blatant discrimination
and pandering to the anti-LGBTQ+
interest groups. This is a hateful
practice that leaves people’s lives in
the balance.

I am calling on you, Lakewood
residents, healthcare workers, and
LGBTQIA+ Allies to protect the
lives of our neighbors, call the Gov-
ernor’s Office and publicly speak
out against this discrimination, call
for a repeal of this new law.

Susannah Selnick serves on
the Friends of Madison Park com-
munity group, Advisory Board for
the Lakewood Family YMCA, the
Lakewood Chapter of the League of
Women Voters, and is a Committee
Member on the City of Lakewood
Citizens Advisory Committee.

What Is CouCou Sentiment?

by Danielle Zann

You may have driven by or walked
pasta mysterious and quaint shop located
on Detroit at the West End of Lakewood
called CouCou Sentiment and wondered,
“what the heck is a CouCou?!”

The word coucou, pronounced koo
koo, is informal French for “hello” or
“hey, there.”

You didn’t learn that from your
French teacher in high school? No
worries. Neither did shop owner and
Lakewoodite, Danielle Zann, until
some late-night musing on the internet.
“My mother and I both studied French
in high school but had no clue, but once
I learned about it, it stuck, and this idea
began to blossom around it.”

Danielle grew up in the Akron-Stow
area and studied hospitality manage-
ment at Kent State University where she
hoped, one day, to own and operate her
own business. Fast forward 20 years, with
many corporate accomplishments but few
personal sentimental memories (besides
marrying her best friend and biggest sup-
porter, Adam Zann ), Danielle had a new
goal in sight: to be an entrepreneur. ...
Opening a retail gift shop showcasing my
truly eclectic style and allowing customers
to find what they need on the go.”

“Having worked in many leader-
ship roles where I was the first one in
and last one out, I know that personal
time is precious - and often missed. This
makes it difficult to shop for a meaning-
ful gift, let alone make an appearance at

a party or get together.” This inspired
Danielle to open CouCou Sentiment,
a one-stop gift and party supply shop
that also offers some amazing services,
including gift wrap and balloons.

The ever-revolving goods at this shop
are colorful, fun and sassy... with a bit of
traditional. “My aesthetic has always been
ablend, which I believe allows me to meet
the needs of a wide range of shoppers. I
want everyone to find their CouCou.”

Danielle is a minority small busi-
ness owner committed to giving an
outlet to lesser known crafters and
artists. From the rainbow “love is wel-
come” door mat as you enter, to the
wide range of pride goods, CouCou
Sentiment’s commitment to inclusive-
ness is forward-facing.

The past few years have been an
unpredictable roller coaster for us all,
and it’s become more important than
ever to show those around us, and afar,
that we care. It could be a small gesture
such as an ornate bag or a hilarious card
that can resonate with the ones you care
about. Maybe you need a punch of color
for the party settings, or maybe you just
found something that is perfect for you.
Everyone has a perfect CouCou!

Let’s continue to celebrate one
another’s milestones. CouCou Senti-
ment’s curated offerings are available in
store at 17409 Detroit Ave in Lakewood
and can also be found online at www.
coucousentiment.com.

Find your way to say hello!

-

...--.-

! HAPP‘{ HOUR 4-7 P™
= ALWAYS ‘SMOKING ..

KITCHEN HOURS
MONDAY — THURSDAY — 4pMm—10PM
FRIDAY — 4PpM—-11PM
SATURDAY — 12PM-11PM
SUNDAY — 12PM-9PM
BAR IS OPEN LATER...

Haprpy HouR MONDAY — FRIDAY 4 PM -7 PM

13362 MADISON AVE.

LAKEWOOD, OHIO + (216) 226-8828
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Know What?:
Reviews Of Recent Releases
By Local Bands, Pt. 117

by Buzz Kompier

Knowso - Specialtronics / Green
Vision - Drunken Sailor Records - 10
songs - LP, digital

Hot on the heels of last sum-
mer's two EPs (which are now also
available on one handy 12" record
courtesy of Drunken Sailor—recom-
mended by this reviewer), Knowso,
restored to their three-piece lineup
of Nathan Ward, Jayson Gerycz,
and Adam Zegarac, have come
through with a full album. Musi-
cally, it follows through on the
sound of the last few releases— stac-
cato, kind of herky-jerky songs
with Nathan delivering most of
the lyrics in monotone, a definite
Devo influence (I really hate to say
that because I'm fully aware every
worthless music writer compares
any band at all from Ohio to Devo
whether they sound in any way
similar or not, but Knowso is the
one band that actually really does.
Take away my reviewer credentials
if you must. Revoke my press pass!
Oh wait, I don't have one of those).
The main thing that stands out on
here is that Nathan's lyrics, while
never particularly cheery,
particularly dark throughout most
of this record. Right from the start
with "Sea Of Tranquility," which is
maybe the most depressed sound-
ing I've ever heard the guy (up there
with "King Of Things," but at least
that one establishes some kind of
'me against the world' narrative).
On the two title tracks, "Special-
tronics” and "Green Vision," as well
as on "Sad Dream,” there's a tone
of general disgust with the world. I
love the lines in "Digital God" about
"why do birds think it's morning
when it's dark / why do birds / why

seem

do I"- simple, but very effective.
This is not to say the band has in any
way abandoned their unique sense
of humor— the scathingly anti-
religion "Prophecy” has a refrain
of "I say lobotomize the guy!" and
most of the lyrics of "Peaceful and
Extinct" are lifted from "Over The
Hills And Far Away" by Led Zeppe-
lin (I knew they were very familiar,
but I did have to look them up to
remember what song it was— I'm
sure middle school Buzz would be
very disappointed with me for hav-
ing to do so). It does end on kind of
a high note, though, with "Open Up
The Book" being the most lyrically
optimistic of the bunch, to my ears
anyway, even if musically it's one of
the most threatening sounding ones
here. My trouble is this— I genuinely
like most of these songs one by one,
but when they appear in a sequence
(an album is generally a sequence of
songs, as you might know), it does
get a little samey. It doesn't exactly
detract from the enjoyment, but I
can hear a riff in my head and look
at the lyric sheet (which I'm very
happy was included— I would still
like to get the lyrics for the "Look At
The Chart" EP at some point) and
not be able to match what song it is
I'm thinking of. Still, you can't say
they don't have their own distinct
sound, and again, I still thought it
was pretty darn good. 3.5/5

(drunkensailorrecords.band-
camp.com)

Are you a local-ish band? Do
you have a record out? Email vague-
lythreatening@gmail.com or send
it directly to the Observer: PO Box
770203, Lakewood, OH 44107.

Nutcracker Auditions For

New Lakewood-Based
Dance Company

by Jennifer Muselin

Ballet Legato is excited to host is
first annual production of The Nut-
cracker, choreographed by Executive
Artistic Director, Jennifer Muselin.
This is a holiday classic and every child
their first
performance and the beauty and
wonderment of the Sugar Plum Fairy

remembers Nutcracker

and her brave Cavalier. All perform-
ers, regardless of studio, ages 5 & up
are welcome to audition. Please email
info@balletlegato.org to reserve your
spot and arrive 30 min prior to audition
time to fill out audition information.

Sunday, August 22: North Rid-
geville JAM Dance Academy. 35100
Center Ridge Road, North Ridgeville

Saturday, August 28: Lakewood
Ballet Legato 13000 Athens Ave., #203,
Lakewood

Students Ages 5-7 10am-10:45am.
Students Ages 8-10 1lam-11:30pm.
Intermediate Dancers Ages 11 and Up
11:45am-12:45pm Advanced Dancers
16 & up 1:00pm-2:00pm

Advanced dancers may be asked
to demonstrate pointe work for limited
advanced roles.

$15 Per Person non-refundable
audition fee paid by cash or check made
payable to Ballet Legato or by visiting
our Ballet Legato donation page.

If you are a professional dancer or
college student interested in perform-
ing, please email to info@balletlegato.
org with dance reel before August 22
and to discuss rehearsal scheduling
and details.

Rehearsals  Saturdays:
6:30pm  Children's roles.
between 10am-3pm.

3:30-
Sundays

Each scene will not be required every
week and will be planned accordingly.

Performance will be held at the
Stocker Arts Center's Hoke Theatre/Lorain
County Community College, Elyria, Oh
on Saturday, December 18, 2021.

For more audition information,
visit balletlegato.org, visit us on our
Facebook event page @BalletLegato or
email info@balletlegato.org with ques-
tions.

Ballet Legato is a brand new con-
temporary ballet company established
in 2019.

We hope to offer a fresh new view
of dance to our community through
the direction of our Executive Artis-
tic Director, Jennifer Muselin. Dance
brings people together and bridges gen-
erations. We want our performances
and appearances to contribute to this
togetherness — we see them as a way to
give back to society and an expression
of the individuality we each bring to
the world.

We are all differently unique and
each one of us has certain weak and
strong points. We promise to offer
an inclusive and equitable culture to
develop the special characteristics of
each dancer. Visit us at balletlegato.org
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Madison Park Is Happening

by Matt Bixenstein
Third Thursdays at Madison Park

Friends of Madison Park and Lakewood Vineyard Church present free commu-
nity events held in partnership with the City of Lakewood featuring refreshments
from local eateries, family-friendly activities and neighborly conversation. Each
event — scheduled for July 15, Aug. 19 and Sept. 16 — will take place on a Thursday
evening (6 to 7:30 pm) in the grassy area next to Madison Park's main picnic pavil-

ion near the softball field.

Aug. 19 - Live Reggae Music by Local Band

Lake Irie 4+ Taco Tontos Baby Burritos

Sept. 16 - Yoga Hosted by Om Land CLE + TOST Baked Goods

Madison Court Block Party
Madison Park

All ages event to celebrate our community, engage in discussion, play basket-
ball, eat food, meet your neighbors, and win some fantastic prizes!

4-6 p.m.

Every Saturday through Labor Day

All ages event to celebrate our community, engage in discussion, play basket-
ball, eat food, meet your neighbors, and win some fantastic prizes!

Clifton Boulevard On August 8
Edgewater Sidewalk Fest
Brings Art, Music, Play

by Joshua Jones Forbes

This free event will be within
walking distance of many Lakewood
residents and we are also encourag-
ing attendees to try RTA's upgraded 55
Cleveland State Line.

On Sunday, August 8, Edgewater
Sidewalk Fest will celebrate Cleveland’s
coastal summertime with leisurely fun
along Clifton Boulevard. This refresh-
ing return to revelry is produced by
Northwest Neighborhoods CDC and
its predecessor, Cudell Improvement,
Inc., and will feature exceptional local
businesses and spur explorations of the
beautiful Edgewater neighborhood.

Free and open to all, Edgewater
Sidewalk Fest will be centered along
Clifton Boulevard between W. 115th
and W. 117th Streets with outdoor
activities and live musicians from
12pm to 6pm. Come unwind with vol-
leyball, face painting, and oversized
tabletop games. Take snapshots at selfie
stations, bring your puppy for a stroll,
or keep your hands free for treats from
Cleveland Cookie Dough, Scoot! Cold
Brew, and other food pop-ups. Printed
passports will guide your afternoon
and give you chances to win prizes.

“We are thrilled to bring a free,

all-ages event to our Edgewater com-
munity again,” said Adam Stalder,
Executive Director of Northwest
Neighborhoods. “You'll be delighted
as you meet our creatives and entre-
preneurs who call Edgewater and the
nearby Cudell neighborhood home.”

Local musicians Red Rose Panic,
DJ Richie OneWay, and Floco Torres
will provide beats and grooves at our
beach-themed, outdoor lounge. City
Dogs will set up sidewalk meetings with
dogs seeking adoption from the Cleve-
land Kennel. West 117 Foundation will
share their LGBTQ+ community ser-
vices and plans for the forthcoming
Studio West 117 hub. Event volunteers
will also encourage three easy excur-
sions: to Detroit Avenue to see live
mural painting by artist Stina Aleah, to
W. 110th Street for shopping at Urban
Planting and Pet-tique, and to Edgewa-
ter Park for perfect lake views.

Small businesses along Clifton
Boulevard have blossomed over the
last year. Be among the first to try the
new gourmet popcorn shop, The Fancy

read the rest of this article
online at:
lakewoodobserver.com

BENTLEY

WEALTH MANAGEMENT OF

RAYMOND JAMES®

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145
0 440.801.1629 // C 216.513.0933 // F 440.801.1636
www.bentleywealthmanagement.com // michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16
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Lakewoodite George Kocar will be at the festival.

Saturday, August 7th, 10AM - 6PM

Lakewood Arts Festival
Real Art, Real Music, Real Food

continued from page 1

Detroit.

Originally founded in 1978 to
bring artists to the city for a street festi-
val, in 1981 the Board of the non-profit
decided to fund an annual scholarship
for Lakewood seniors continuing to art
school. After the Festival, the Board
will present $4,000 to the 2021 recipi-
ent, Nola Williams-Riseng, who will
attend the Cleveland Institute of Art,
this fall.

The event also funds grants for
arts education and programming in
the city. Recent awardees include H20
(Help to Others, middle-school stu-
dents), The Barton Center (senior arts
activities), The Beck Center for the Arts
(Saturday programs and Lakewood

The Lovely Forest by Stephanie Cross-
sen, Prints,illustrations

Luca Mundaca

High School Art, Theater and Photog-
raphy programs.

Live performance is another aspect
of original art to appreciate at this years’
fest. Ten performers on two stages
include music at the MARS STAGE
and CENTER CITY PARK featuring
Senegalese drummer Assane M’baye,
Luca Mundaca with Alexis Antes, Chris
Allen, Meg and the Magnetosphere and
more. In addition, The Beck Center
offers unique arts-based performances
and activities for children and adults.

EAT ON THE STREET food court
is located in front of Lakewood Library
on Detroit and will offer a selection of
the region’s best food trucks.

Hand sanitizer will be available
throughout the festival, along with
additional spacing between the artists’
booths.
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Fountain_ <

Pizza & Subs™ &

Fogp ™
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' ORDER ONLINE @ ROMANFOUNTAIN.COM

Roman Fountain is one of the most At Roman Fountain you can find all your favorites:

well-known and loved pizzena in

Lakewood, Ohio. Roman Fountain has : ‘

been serving up pizza since the mid 1950° SR 5 ‘S"Ps

with award winning pizza, calzone, o Calzones *  Wings

strombali, subs, pasta, wings, and salads. *  Stromboli ¢  Appetizers

Whether carryoul of delivery, we provide ¢ S S %

your family with the freshest of toppings + Pasia *  Dinners

{over 25 o choose rom) on our pizza. With o

dough and ssice made daily fiom our own o Wmu‘:nfmnmin.gmw e

recipe and [reshly grated blend of mozzarella Or stop by at

&pmwlumchmmw:wvidwgrmmzm 15603 Detroit Ave

for you and your family Near the comer of Lakeland Ave
Call us at 216-221-6633
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Skettle Automotive

15501 Madison Avenue, Lakewood, OH
NOW OPEN ON SATURDAY
Tim Skettle Owner, Technician

Formerly at Steve Barry Buick
For an appointment CALL

216.226.5993

Cavaloel Reauty Saloy e~ Stove
Full Service Salon For Females/7p =

Update Your Personal Style
Hair Colors, Cuts, Mani, .
and Pedicures "
Latest Nail Polish & Hair
accessories to complete -
your individual look. /

Follow Us On Facebook
f To See Accessories
and New Ideas!

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT FOR BEST SERVICE.
FREE PRIVATE PARKING. CHECK WITH ID OR CASH

15309 MADISON AVENUE

hr%ae!JF |2et 5

The Smarter Way to Sho%..
- .

e 216.226.8616

A ticket out
of help tickets

It's not fantasy.
It's Cox Business Cloud Solutions.

« Health
Medicare
Small Group
Life Insurance

End-user help desking. Help tickets. So, so many help tickets.

They never stop and they stop you from tackling the big stuff.
¢ S u pp I e m e ntal Well, get this. Cox Business Cloud Solutions will take over your
- . help desk, taking all those help tickets off your plate. That's right,
- LO n g -Te rm Ca re users come directly to us instead of you. And we deliver some
of the best response times and first-call-resolution rates in the

industry. Go ahead. Have a little cry. Then give us a call.

Retirement
Let's Talk Reality

Call tOday for your FREE QUOTE! coxbusiness.com/cloud | 866-961-1075

216-228-0765
www.clevelandinsurance.info
16506 Detroit Rd. Lakewood, OH 44107 Cox ‘ ClOUC.I
BUSINESS® | Solutions

Carl Lishing Licensed Insurance Agent

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency is the d/b/a, or assumed name, of Insphere Insurance Solutions, Inc. which
is licensed as an insurance agency in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. Mot all agents are licensed to
sell all products. Service and product avallability varies by state HMIADD0539

Seamless Migration | End-User Help Desk | Included Co-Management | All-In Pricing

Are you facing a legal problem that impacts

Health? Housing? Family? Money? Employment? '
Contact Legal Aid!

Browse legal information or apply for help 24/7 online: www.lasclev.org N
Legal Aid thanks the
Or, call 888.817.3777 during most business hours. oot
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