
“Have you come to sing pumpkin carols?” - Linus 
“Someone struggled for your right to vote. Use it.” - Susan B. Anthony
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by Ed Favre
I have had the honor 

of being a member of the 
Lakewood Board of Educa-
tion for many years and have 
been re-elected by fellow Lake-
woodites several times. My life 
of public service began with 
the military when I served in 
the Army National Guard. 
I served 37+ years on the 
Lakewood Police Department 
and have been a consistent 
advocate for school safety. As 
a police officer, I saw firsthand 
kids in difficult situations and 
developed an appreciation for 
how the schools are invaluable 
and needed in their futures. 

Lakewood is a diverse 
community and we have stu-
dents from all backgrounds. 
Our kids speak over 30 lan-
guages and are literally from 
all over the world.  I’ve been a 
supporter of the LGBQT com-
munity since the early days of 
the gay rights movement when 
I was a police liaison the com-
munity could trust to report 
crimes and being victimized. 
We have very advanced and 

Re-Elect Ed Favre For 
Lakewood School Board

very challenged students and 
everything in between. We are 
not selective and educate and 
serve all.

My wife, Gladys, and I 
have lived in Lakewood for 
46 years and raised 4 children 
here, all graduates of Lakewood 
City Schools. We have been 
involved in various support 
groups and commissions. I 
was President of the Athletic 
Boosters, during which time 
it was incorporated. Follow-
ing levy failures, we obtained a 
license and ran bingo to lower 
the pay-to-participate rates.

Now with our children 
grown and out of Lakewood 
Schools, Gladys and I continue 
our support and involve-

Great progress on the updates to Lakewood Public Library’s Madison Branch. Here they are laying the 
floor, which stopped me from going any further, but you can see how well it is coming together. Ken 
Warren would be pleased.

Best Overall was “The Flintstones.” This was one of the dogs riding 
in the Flintstone car. Over 300 photos and videos online at the 
Lakewood Observer website. http://lakewoodobserver.com/forum 

We Ask The 2021 Candidates Your Questions

The Lakewood Observer solicited questions from our readers-- they broke down into three basic areas. So we asked them, and here are all of their answers. Pages 8,9,10, 11

ment (along with 80% of 
Lakewood households that do 
not have kids in Lakewood 
City Schools). We believe that 
the entire community benefits 
when they invest in a quality 
school system.

During my tenure, the 
community passed five levies 
and three bond issues. This 
was accomplished through a 
community effort and partici-
pation. We planned, started 
and completed the greatest 
construction project in the 
history of Lakewood; the com-
plete rebuilding of our schools.  

Although not part of 
the original plan, our facili-
ties are serving us well during 
the COVID pandemic. The 
modern HVAC systems in the 
newer building are invaluable. 
Air is circulated, changed and 
filtered at a rate comparable to 
hospitals. Our buildings also 
have more flexibility in spac-
ing students and staff.

The pandemic is the great-
est challenge in our lifetimes 

by Jim O’Bryan
Recently we have seen two 

of our past winners singled out 
by various groups as "Scariest 
Places in Ohio." The entire Can-
non block between Webb Road 
and Granger was published as 
scariest street, and the amaz-
ing display at Alameda and 
Lakewood Heights was called 
scariest house in Northern 
Ohio. While both of these are 
well worth the trip to see, there 
are hundreds of great homes 
ranging from subtle to over-
the-top. With that in mind, we 
have changed the title of the 
annual Halloween contest to"

Spookywood's Grand 
Champion Search

And we need your help. 
Not only to help us find homes 

Help Us Find The Best 
Display In Spookywood!

worth calling out, but also 
helping us decide the "Grand 
Champion."

This year we have col-
lected hundreds of dollars in 
prizes from our local advertis-

continued on page 15
continued on page 12

Ed Favre
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our website. The views and opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views 
and opinions of the publisher and staff. Copyright 2021 • AGS/The Lakewood Observer, Inc. All 
rights reserved. Any reproduction is forbidden without written permission. 

The mission of the Lakewood Observer is to attract, articulate, and amplify civic 
intelligence and community good will in the city of Lakewood and beyond.

Become an Observer!
 As a product of citizen journalism, The Lakewood Observer is looking for people, ages 3-100, 
to get involved in the paper and the city. We are looking for volunteer writers, photographers, 

designers, and illustrators to help with the production of the paper. It does not matter if you are 
a professional or amateur, our editorial staff will be glad to help you through the process.

 Register to our website Member Center where you can submit stories, press releases, letters to the 
editor, photos. No need to register to post online calendar or classified ads.

	 Upcoming Submission Deadline	 Publish Date
	 October 29, 2021	 November 3, 2021
	 November 12, 2021	 November 17, 2021
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The Mayor’s Corner

The Lakewood Observer is produced by volunteers/residents of Lakewood. 
If you’d like to help this history-making 17-year-old project continue to publish the words, stories and images of fellow 

Lakewoodites follow the QR Code to the Member Center and sign up at www.lakewoodobserver.com/members. 
If you’d like to advertise with us contact: production@lakewoodobserver.com. 

Subscribe to the digital edition by sending a request to 
thelakewoodobserver.digital@gmail.com with “SUBSCRIBE” in the subject line.

Isn’t it time you joined this effort to report community news while preserving our history?

by Meghan George
Mayor, City of Lakewood

Lakewood has long been known as 
“The City of Homes,” and I am dedi-
cated to continuing this legacy. An 
important part of that tradition is that 
Lakewood residents across all economic 
spectrums can find an affordable place 
to call home. However, the latest mass 
appraisal of property by the County 
Fiscal Officer has generated justified 
concerns from our homeowners, resi-
dents, and the community at-large 
that I also share. While Ohio’s state 

laws place the determination of prop-
erty tax values completely in the hands 
of Cuyahoga County, and the City of 
Lakewood cannot change those valua-
tions, I want to address these concerns 
here and share some important infor-
mation.

The increased County assessed 
values follow larger market trends that 
show the costs of housing is going up 
swiftly. They also prove that Lakewood 
is a highly desirable place to live and 
own a home. But rising prices and the 
rise in taxes that accompany them also 

affect people’s bottom lines – especially 
those with fixed or limited incomes 
such as our seniors, the disabled, and 
those just struggling to make ends meet. 
Although your total property tax will 
not rise in proportion to the increased 
County assessed value of your prop-
erty, this still represents an affordability 
issue that I am committed to addressing 
to ensure Lakewood’s status as a place 
where people from all walks of life can 
find a home and stay for life.

My administration is actively 
working to address affordability 
through our affordable housing plan, 
which invests federal funds into new 
and rehabbed housing for income 
qualified individuals and families. In 
fact, our plan recently won a Vibrant 
NEO Regional Champion Award for 
its vision and effectiveness. How-
ever, I recognize that this program 
is not a solution for everyone. To this 
end, I have reached out to our county 

government leaders and our state rep-
resentatives to ask them to engage 
with me and hopefully other local gov-
ernment leaders to discuss possible 
updates to real estate tax policy. This is 
an issue that is becoming more pressing 
and needs attention. In the meantime, 
below I have provided a list of impor-
tant information and some steps you 
can take if you believe your property 
value is incorrect.

Lakewood is a community that 
is proud of its diversity and ability to 
provide a high quality of life to people 
across all incomes. Affordable hous-
ing is a core value of our city, and I 
remain steadfast in my commitment 
to work with state and local officials 
in addressing the issue of making and 
keeping housing affordable in the City 
of Lakewood.

Sincerely,
Mayor Meghan F. George

Addressing Affordable Housing

From the Mayor’s Office!
The County Fiscal Officer will hold a community meeting here in Lakewood 

on October 21st beginning at 7pm at Lakewood Civic Auditorium (14100 Frank-
lin Boulevard). I encourage you to attend. Additionally, the Fiscal Officer can be 
reached by phone at 216.443.7420.

You Can Reach Out to Your County Representatives
You can also reach out to your representative on Cuyahoga County Council, who is 

charged with advocating for this district at the county government level. County Council 
makes policy decisions for the effective functioning of county government and is charged 
with acting as a link between county government agencies and citizens. Lakewood is 
part of District 2, represented by County Councilman Dale Miller, who can be reached 
at 216.698.2011 and damiller@cuyahogacounty.us. You can also contact the County 
Administrator, Armond Budish, who oversees the Fiscal Officer at 216.443.7181.

You Can Appeal Your Tax Valuation
If you feel that your new valuation is inaccurate, you should know that you 

have the absolute right to challenge and appeal the County’s valuation of your pro-
cess. But you must do so in January, February, or March of 2022. If you choose to 
challenge your value, the Board of Revision (BOR) will hear your case, and they can 
be reached at 216.443.7195, via email at BORInfo@cuyahogacounty.us, or through 
their website at www.bor.cuyahogacounty.us.

If You are a Senior or Disabled, You May Qualify for a 
Homestead Exemption

The Homestead Exemption allows low-income senior citizens and disabled 
Ohioans, to reduce their property tax bills, by shielding some of the market value 
of their homes from taxation. The exemption, which takes the form of a credit on 
property tax bills, allows qualifying homeowners to exempt up to $25,000 of the 
market value of their homes from all local property taxes. You can read more about 
the Cuyahoga County Homestead Exemption here: https://fiscalofficer.cuyahoga-
county.us/en-us/homestead-exemption-faq.aspx

Your Taxes Do Not Rise In Proportion to the Increase in Value 
of Your Property

In 1976, the Ohio Legislature passed House Bill 920. This law prevents 
increases to public levies based on increases to property valuations. Because of this, 
the portion of your tax bill connected to levies will not increase. You can read more 
about House Bill 920 here: https://fiscalofficer.cuyahogacounty.us/en-US/house-
bill-920.aspx

To get an estimate on how much your tax bill will change, you can visit this 
website, which has a calculator that provides the estimated change to your bill 
based on the new values: https://fiscalofficer.cuyahogacounty.us/en-US/property-
tax-calculator.aspx

If you do not have access to the internet, you can call the fiscal officer and ask 
them to provide the estimate or attend the public meeting on October 21st men-
tioned above.

You Can Attend a Public Meeting on Tax 
Valuation and Speak to County Officials
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“ Where  
do I go  
for care?”

Our goal remains the same – we care for 
everyone. And safety is our top priority.
Don’t delay your care. From extra safety measures at all  
locations to virtual visits, we’re here for you every day.

Visit ClevelandClinic.org/Access

Don’t put off your 
mammogram.
We know that there are a lot of questions 
when it comes to having a mammogram, 
but even in these uncertain times, your 
health should be a priority. And, rest 
assured that Cleveland Clinic – Ohio’s 
leader in breast health – is one of the 
safest places in healthcare today.

For your convenience, Cleveland Clinic 
offers screening mammograms at 30 
convenient locations, including:
• Avon Hospital at Richard E. Jacobs 

Campus (includes walk-in mammogram)
• Cancer Center, Sandusky
• Elyria Family Health Center 
• Fairview Hospital
• Lakewood Family Health Center 

(includes walk-in mammogram)
• Lorain Family Health and Surgery 

Center
• Lutheran Hospital
• Westlake Medical Campus Building A

Our walk-in screening mammography 
locations provide annual screening 
mammograms for women ages 40 and 
older who have no breast symptoms 
(such as pain, nipple discharge, or have 
felt a lump).  A prior doctor’s order is not 
required, except for at Lakewood Family 
Health Center.

Visit ClevelandClinic.org/Coronavirus to 
learn more about the steps we’re taking 
to keep you safe.

MyChart scheduling is available for 
patients with mammogram orders. Visit 
ClevelandClinic.org/WalkinMammo for 
all locations and hours.

Approval Initials Date

Copywriter

CD - Copy

Designer/

AD

CD - Design

Quality 
Assurance

Proofreader

Production

AE

FINAL APPROVAL

Production Notes:

West- Full

INSERTION DATE

10.20.21

JOB NUMBER & COMPONENT

16256-09-RET-OCT_9.5x15.25
PUBLICATION or MEDIUM

Lakewood Observer

CREATIVE DEPARTMENT
Client: CLEVELAND CLINIC
Division: REGRET
Project: 
Flat Size: 0” x 0”
Trim Size: 9.5” x 15.25”
Live Area: 0” x 0”
Bleed: 0” x 0”
Line Screen: 85

COLOR:
 4 Color  BW
 2 Color  Other

IMAGE: 
 Low Res  Hi Res
 Retouched  Purchased
 Approved  Retouched

  Approved

AEs
DELIVERABLES:

 Laser

 Comp

 PDF 

 PDF (No Slug)

 JPG 

 Flash

 Native Files

ADVERTISEMENT

Prepared by:

2658 Scranton Rd., Suite 1

Cleveland, OH 44113

Comprehensive 
quality primary 
care for patients of 
all ages. Same day 
appointments.  
Evening and weekend 
hours. Convenient  
free parking. 

These are just a few reasons why 
satisfaction levels are so high among 
patients of the Center for Family 
Medicine (CFM) at Cleveland Clinic 
Lakewood Family Health Center.

Members of the Family Medicine 
Residency Program at Lakewood Family 
Health Center have been providing a 
full range of primary health care since 
1976. The accredited program provides 
additional medical training to physicians 
who have chosen the specialty of  
family medicine.

“The Center for Family Medicine 
at Lakewood Family Health Center 
specializes in primary care for infants, 
children, teens, adults and older adults. 
In some cases, we’re providing care to 
multiple generations of the same family,” 
says Sandra Snyder, DO, Program 
Director, Center for Family Medicine.

CFM physicians focus on primary and 

preventive care, and residents provide 
care under the direct supervision of 
board-certified faculty physicians. Their 
patients can access the comprehensive 
inpatient, testing and lab services at 
Lakewood Family Health Center. CFM 
physicians can also assist with referrals 
for specialty care when needed, and 
behavioral health is integrated into the 
care provided at CFM.

According to Dr. Snyder, the importance 
of routine, preventive care cannot be 
overemphasized.  “It’s best to identify 
and treat minor health concerns before 
they become major problems. The 
Center for Family Medicine can be an 
efficient and cost effective option in the 
management of chronic conditions for 
you and your family.”

In addition to offering evening and 
weekend hours, an on-call physician is 
available to Center for Family Medicine 
patients 24 hours a day, seven days  
a week. 

To make an appointment, or for more 
information including office hours 
and insurance coverage, please call 
216.237.5672. Center for Family 
Medicine, Lakewood Family Health Center, 
14601 Detroit Ave., Lakewood, 44107. 

Sandra Snyder, DO
Cleveland Clinic

Cleveland Clinic Virtual Arthritis Talk
Wednesday, November 10, 2021 | Noon - 1 p.m. | Free Event!

Tune in from the comfort of your home as our board-certified specialist answers 
your questions about managing arthritis.

You’ll learn:
• How to treat arthritis pain without surgery
• Lifestyle changes to help manage symptoms
• Tips to manage pain with diet and exercise

Includes live Q&A! 

Register at: ClevelandClinic.org/ArthritisExpo.

For the latest bone and joint health news, visit ClevelandClinic.org/InMotion to 
sign up for the InMotion e-newsletter.

EMPOWER U 
Taking Control of Parkinson’s Disease 

A free virtual online event.

Saturday, October 23, 2021 
 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.

This education-driven, one-day event 
provides a positive, interactive approach 
to helping individuals with Parkinson’s 
disease take control of their disease, 
maintain their identity and improve their 
quality of life. The goals of the event will 
be accomplished through educational and 
interactive sessions. 

Registration required:  
ClevelandClinic.org/EmpowerU21

Primary care 
for all ages in 
Lakewood.

16256-09-RET-OCT_9.5x15.25.indd   1 10/8/21   2:50 PM
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Lakewood Public Library

by Nic Starr
Lakewood Public Library has been 

selected to be a part of the NASA ini-
tiative when the Webb Space Telescope 
launches this fall! The James Webb 
Space Telescope will be a large infra-
red telescope with a 6.5-meter primary 
mirror. The telescope will be launched 
from French Guiana in December 18, 
2021. The Webb telescope will be the 
premier observatory of the next decade 
and will study every phase in the his-
tory of our universe.

Virtual Outer Space Storytime
For the whole family
October 2021 – December 2021
Join Librarian Nic Starr as they 

build anticipation and excitement 
about the launch by reading stories 
about outer space.

View these exclusive videos from 
our website at lakewoodpubliclibrary.
org or through our Facebook at face-
book.com/lakewoodpubliclibrary.

Beyond the Stars: the James 
Webb Space Telescope

For all ages
Wednesday, November 17, 2021 at 

7:00 p.m.

Children/Youth Events At 
Lakewood Public Library
by Nic Starr

Virtual Storytime
For all ages
Join Lakewood Library staff members virtually as they read children’s picture 

books and share songs, rhymes and finger plays.
View these exclusive videos from our website at lakewoodpubliclibrary.org or 

through our Facebook at facebook.com/lakewoodpubliclibrary.

Virtual Author Visits
For all ages
Join local authors and illustrators virtually as they share and read some of their 

own children’s books.
View these exclusive videos from our website at lakewoodpubliclibrary.org or 

through our Facebook at facebook.com/lakewoodpubliclibrary.

Virtual All Day Just Baby ‘N Me
For You and Your Birth to 24-Month-Old Baby
Thursdays, October 21, and October 28, 2021
Just Baby ‘N Me is a lap-sit story time for babies from birth through early walk-

ers. The focus is on rhymes, songs, finger plays and exploring short books together. 
Just Baby ‘N Me is meant to facilitate interaction between you and your baby and 
develop their language and early literacy skills.

Registration is required. Register to receive a video link here (https://lake-
woodpubliclibrary.libcal.com/event/8329129) or phone (216) 226-8275, ext. 140.

Virtual All Day Pre-School Story Time
For You and Your 2 to 5-Year-Old Pre-school Child
Wednesdays, October 20, and October 27, 2021
This four-week pre-school story time is ideal for walkers, new talkers, and 

learning early literacy skills. You and your toddler and pre-school children will 
enjoy short books, songs and rhymes. The focus is on skills with your participation 
as a model. Register to receive access to a video link for the entire day of story time.

Registration is required. Register to receive a video link here (https://lake-
woodpubliclibrary.libcal.com/event/8297037) or phone (216) 226-8275, ext. 140.

Virtual Code Club: HTML
For students in third through fifth grade
Tuesday, October 26, 2021 – Friday, October 29, 2021, 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

via Zoom.
Welcome to Prendapolis! It’s up to YOU to defeat the evil Dr. Lou Gnarr and 

save the internet! Coder, we need your help to build a real website. Join us virtually 
for a week of four one-hour sessions of afternoon coding challenges. Using Prenda, 
a web-based educational platform, children will have the opportunity to learn the 
basics of HTML coding and create a Website with the guidance of a library staff 
member. This program is specifically for beginners but all levels are welcome.

Registration is required. Register here (https://lakewoodpubliclibrary.libcal.
com/event/8297026) or call (216) 226-8275, ext. 140. You will receive a Zoom link 
before the program.

Wanda the Wacky Witch Halloween Fun Show
For the whole family
This fun-loving witch is non-scary, non-threatening, and wears no crazy green 

make-up. This thirty minute show is full of Halloween themed magic, and crazy 
corny Halloween jokes that the whole family will enjoy.

Watch this program from the comfort of your home by visiting our website at 
lakewoodpubliclibrary.org. No registration is required.

James Webb Space Telescope 
Events At Lakewood Public Library

Join us for an all ages virtual event 
featuring Amy Sardone, Ph.D. and 
learn about the James Webb Space 
Telescope. Launching in December 
2021, Webb is the largest and most 
complex space science telescope ever 
built. Webb will observe the universe 
in infrared and will provide a never 
before seen view of the cosmos. Amy 
Sardone is a National Science Foun-
dation postdoctoral fellow at the Ohio 
State University and a NASA subject 
matter expert.

Registration is required. Register 
here or call (216) 226-8275, ext. 140. 
You will receive a Zoom link before the 
program.

Build Your Own Webb Telescope
For all ages
Calling citizen scientists of all 

ages! Try your hand at building a paper 
model of the James Webb Space Tele-
scope and be entered to win a prize. 
Pick up a printed model of the Webb 
telescope at the Main Library and put 
it together at home.

Send a picture of your completed 
model to events@lakewoodpublicli-
brary.org. Winner will be selected on 
November 19, 2021.

TROY BRATZ
Real Estate Agent
Residential / Commercial

Lakewood Resident

@TroyBratzKW

216.702.2196      TroyBratz@KW.com

SELL now for top dollar
BUY for your future
INVEST in the community
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Lakewood Observer

"Sara Fagnilli is 
a leader who will 

fight for reform 
and community 

safety, and mental 
health support in 

the Lakewood City 
Municipal Court."  

TRUSTED EXPERIENCE

-US Senator
Sherrod Brown

SaraforJudge.com  |

"...Fagnilli stands out for her experience and solid 

knowledge of the sort of cases, both civil and 

criminal, likely to come before her as judge."

– Plain Dealer & Cleveland.com
Oct. 7–Nov. 2

Paid for by Sara Fagnilli for Judge

"Sara Fagnilli has the right experience, knowledge and integrity to be our Lakewood Municipal Court Judge. I am confident she will serve our community well."  
– State Senator Nickie J. Antonio

by Tonya Sams
As Managing Attorney for Com-

munity Engagement at The Legal Aid 
Society of Cleveland, Anne Sweeney 
knows how important it is for neigh-
borhood residents’ voices to be heard.

“It’s important to build local 
power,” she says.

Legal Aid’s Community Engage-
ment team represents a wide variety of 
groups including tenant associations, 
block clubs, non-profits, and citizens 
who want to solve problems. To qual-
ify for representation, these groups 
must be comprised of people with low 
incomes or primarily serve people with 
low incomes.

The Community Engagement 
team is currently working on a num-
ber of outreach initiatives, including 
teaming up with Cleveland Owns, an 
incubator for co-ops that are just start-
ing out.

“Cleveland Owns sends co-ops 
our way for further development and 
help with legal documents,” said Anne. 
“We work with faith organizations 
and non-profits on issues like com-
mercial leases, debt, grants, money 
related problems, hiring, contracts for 
employees and interns, and help oper-
ating a nonprofit.”

The Community Engagement 
team is also working on a collabora-

Legal Aid Partners With Local Organizations And Resident 
Groups To Promote Business Growth, Home Ownership

tive effort with Legal Aid’s Economic 
Justice Department and Neighborhood 
Connections. Neighborhood Connec-
tions is an organization that promotes 
community building. It recently 
launched a pilot project which gives 
out micro loans as seed money to local 
businesses to get them up and running. 
The first organization to benefit from 
this program was a church in Euclid. 
Two other businesses engaged in the 
program involve arts and music.

Not only are these businesses sup-
ported financially, but they also gain 
social capital. Legal Aid and Neighbor-
hood Connections offer mentorship 

and guidance to each business through 
the life of the loan. These businesses 
can ask Legal Aid for assistance with 
legal documents and growth plans.

The Community Engagement 
team is looking to become more 
involved with issues regarding hous-
ing. In Lorain County, Legal Aid works 
with El Centro, an organization that 
provides health and social advocacy 
for monolingual Latinos, to help create 
affordable housing for non-traditional 
borrowers that have a stable income 
but cannot get a traditional loan. This 
work, which involves collaborating 
with community land trusts in Ober-

lin, mirrors a homesteading model in 
Cincinnati through which people enter 
a short-term lease to become home-
owners.

Does your community group need 
help with establishing businesses, ten-
ant associations, or other initiatives to 
improve local neighborhoods? Legal 
Aid may be able to help. To learn more, 
go to www.lasclev.org. You can also 
apply for assistance online 24/7 or call 
216-687-1900 during normal business 
hours.

Tonya Sams is the Development 
and Communications Assistant at The 
Legal Aid Society of Cleveland.

by Kate Ingersoll
The Healthy Lakewood Foundation 

(HLF) held its third annual community 
meeting virtually on September 22.  The 
HLF Board of Directors appreciates that 
so many community members joined 
the meeting to learn about the founda-
tion’s work over the past year. 

“We are grateful for the robust 
attendance and interest in our grant-
making, planning, and engagement 
efforts,'' said Kate Ingersoll, HLF’s Exec-
utive Director. “One goal of the meeting 
was to highlight not just our endeavors 

HLF Community Meeting - 

Video Recording Available on YouTube
but to provide insight into how com-
munity organizations have responded 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.” 

During the meeting, short vid-
eos featuring four of HLF’s grantee 
partners portrayed their resourceful 
and adaptive responses to community 
needs during the pandemic. 

Also shared at the meeting was 
the announcement that HLF will con-
tinue providing responsive funding for 
Covid-19 related needs for the remain-
der of 2021.  Furthermore, HLF will 
launch its comprehensive grantmak-

ing strategy in 2022 and will provide 
clear communications about the grant 
funding timeline early in the new year.

HLF also reported leadership 
changes. Khalilah Worley Billy and 
Becca Baas have been elected as Interim 
President and Secretary respectively.  
Kate Ingersoll explained that “Both 
Khaliah and Becca are tireless advocates 
for children and families in our com-
munities.  Their leadership styles foster 

continued on page 13
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Lakewood Schools

Lakewood’s
Best Patio

To Party On!
Book your 

fundraisers and 
special  events

With Us!

Tuesday and Sunday are $2 Taco Nights
Best Brunch In Town! Saturdays at 11am & Sunday 9:30am

Mondays - Buy One, Get One - Black Angus Burgers
Wednesdays - Try our $5 Menu!

by Dr. Charles Greanoff

Girls' Soccer
It wasn't senior night, but tonight's 

Lakewood Rangers Girls Soccer tour-
nament game is the very last game 
that the class of '22 will ever play at 
iconic Garfield Stadium. With goals by 
junior Co-Captain Mallory Zvatchen 
and junior Annette Doren, the team 
came through with a 2-0 victory over a 
determined Barberton squad.

Senior Co-Captains Lucy McIn-
tire and Alanna Cunningham, along 
with senior Reka Sundem, were rock 
solid in midfield and on the back line, 
as was junior Co-Captain Sam Hudak. 
In this all-around team effort, sev-
eral freshmen provided both strong 
play and an optimistic outlook for 
the future, including Riley Forster, 
who had her first career varsity start, 
Sarah McGinley, Helen Fraunfelder 
and Emily Lajack. Junior Clarie Mor-
risey had significant playing time and 
played a solid, steady game. The same 
was true of Casey Funk, Rosie Lipka, 
Sophie Craciun, Grace Hildebrandt 

Dr. G's Rangers' Round-Up
and Sylvie Ballou. Lakewood's excel-
lent goalie Lauren Barber was steady as 
ever, but wasn't ever seriously tested by 
the Magic.

What started in sweltering sum-
mer months' practices is now winding 
down as the days get shorter and the 
nights cooler. The Rangers, 7-9-1, 
travel to Brecksville to take on the Bee's 
this coming Thursday. At some point, 
the season will end—hopefully not 
soon-but the fond memories of watch-
ing these girls—the quintessence of 
student athletes- compete will far out-
live this season.

Football
Our undermanned (key inju-

ries) Lakewood Rangers Football team 
gave Valley Forge all they could han-
dle tonight before losing 32-25. Very 
proud of our Rangers! The consolation 
for losing, which always stings, is the 
knowledge that our guys gave it every-
thing and should have the respect of 
anyone paying attention.

Order Online @ romanfountain.com\\

by Christine Gordillo
Although the 2021-2022 school year has been in full swing for a while, the 

District is still in need of some substitutes to support our current staff members 
when they have to miss work. Many of the positions we are looking to fill work 
directly with students. The District is currently in need of substitutes for the fol-
lowing positions:

Teachers - $125 per day, Paraprofessionals/educational assistants, Lunch mon-
itors, Health aides, Building cleaners, Cafeteria workers

Interested applicants should complete a Lakewood City Schools online appli-
cation by by visiting the Human Resources page on the District website (www.
lakewoodcityschools.org).

Come Work For 
Lakewood Schools!

by Christine Gordillo
Sixth graders at Harding Middle 

School recently completed a six-week 
project-based learning experience that 
was capped off with an incredible Math 
in Business Symposium on October 14 
The symposium, which included speeches 
from Mayor George and Superintendent 
Niedzwiecki, highlighted the end product 
of students’ work learning about how local 
business owners use math to help make 
their businesses successful.

While the focus was on math, the 
project was truly multidisciplinary, 
reaching across math and language arts 
as the students used many of our Vision 
of a Lakewood Graduate competencies 
including creativity, communication, 
collaboration, growth mindset and 
critical thinking. Working in teams, 
the students were required to reach 
out via email to a Lakewood business 
owner asking to interview them about 
how math is used in their business.

More than 50 Lakewood businesses 
welcomed the students for interviews, 
which the students recorded and are 
now included in a podcast that can be 
listened to on Spotify. Each team then 
worked on creating an infographic out-
lining the ways that math is a part of 
the success strategy of the business they 

Harding Hosts 6th Grade Math 
In Business Symposium

profiled.  They asked about math tools, 
math models and math calculations, 
among other concepts. What they 
learned, they compiled into amazing 
infographics, designed by the students 
and displayed at the symposium.  

The pride and the excitement over 
their products filled the air at the sym-
posium as students shared their work 
with parents and teachers.

“I liked getting to go out on our 
own,” said sixth-grader Pip Speck. “We 
had fun learning about a new business.” 

Kudos to the sixth-grade teach-
ers who brought this amazing project 
to our students: Stephen Kerney, Lisa 
Batkiewicz, Teresa Rhinehalt, Mindy 
Bruening and Amanda Kennedy, with 
support from teaching and learning 
coordinator Casey Squires.

by Christine Gordillo
A group of Lakewood High and 

Franklin School of Opportunity 
juniors and seniors are taking their 
learning outside the classroom and 
into the real world as participants 
in the Lakewood Chamber Leader-
ship Academy. The program, which is 
administered by the Effective Leader-
ship Academy nonprofit, aims to foster 
leadership skills, self awareness around 
skills needed to succeed in the business 
world, and community engagement.

Students participating have been 
recommended by their teachers and 
principals and attended the first of 
five half-day sessions on October 13 
at City Hall. Each session, which are 
spread from October to April, is cen-
tered around a theme. The first theme 
was community. Successive sessions 
will address personal finance, entre-

Students Part Of Chamber 
Community Leadership Program

preneurship, and two STEAM sessions. 
After spending part of the morning 
learning about foundational practices 
and behaviors to be successful leaders 
and learners, the students then heard 
from a panel of community business 
and civic leaders from LakewoodAlive, 
the Lakewood Fire and Police depart-
ments and the Mayor’s Office.

“Through a variety of hands-on, 
engaging activities our students take a 
“journey of self-discovery” and gain essen-
tial tools for success along the way,” said 
ELA Executive Director Flo Brett. “This 
program will give you the edge when you 
move out of Lakewood High and into the 
real world,” she told the students.

By the end of the program, the 
students will have completed a SWOT 
(strength, weakness, opportunities, 
threats) regarding their community and 
present their findings in the final session.
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TRUSTED 18 Years Judicial Experience with demonstrated 
integrity, equality, accountability and fairness  

NECESSARY Court Administration Experience to 
progress the court

ACCOMPLISHED Attorney for 29 years and respected 
by her colleagues and community

The Distinguished 
Candidate 
with Outstanding 
Quali�cations 
and Experienced

www.tessforlakewood.com

VOTE NOW or NOV. 2!
Paid for by Tess Ne� for Judge

“Tess has the experience and temperament to ensure 
everyone that appears before her will be treated with 
dignity and respect. Tess is a true public servant, and I 
would be proud to have her serve as our next Lakewood 
Municipal Court Judge.” 

-Jason Shachner, Lakewood City Council

ATTORNEYS RATE TESS EXCELLENT: Cleveland Metropolitan Bar; 
Cuyahoga County Criminal Defense Lawyers; Asian American Bar 

by Tess Neff
Please let me tell you what type 

of person you will get as judge if I am 
elected. I am the eldest of seven siblings. 
My father worked at the Brookpark 
Ford Plant. My mother was a waitress 
amongst other things. When I was 
twelve, I bussed tables at her job and 
have been working ever since. I was the 
first person in my extended family to go 
to college. I put myself through under-
grad and law school without a dime 
of help from my family. I worked as a 
police officer for three years after col-
lege and saved and borrowed enough to 
graduate from law school.

My first jobs as an attorney were 
working for a law firm, representing cli-
ents in municipal and state courts, and 
then working as a staff attorney for two 
Common Pleas Judges. In 1997 Nancy 
McDonnell, a long time Lakewoodite, 
was a Judicial Magistrate here in the 
Lakewood Court. She was elected and 
became a Judge downtown. Judge Car-
roll appointed me to take her place in 
Lakewood. For 10 years I wore the judi-
cial robe and served our community as 
a Magistrate, and many times Acting 
Judge of the very court I am seeking 
election. I was trusted to hear important 
cases and make difficult legal decisions 
on every type of case before the court. 

My ability to be fair and impartial was 
never questioned.

In 2007, my fellow Lakewood Court 
Magistrate, and longtime Lakewood res-
ident, Tom O’Malley was elected to be a 
County Juvenile Court Judge. I was hon-
ored when he asked me to be his Judicial 
Magistrate and I wore the judicial robe 
again for 8 more years. My breadth of 
experience was complemented by work-
ing with underprivileged individuals, 
mental health, addiction, homelessness, 
and trauma. All these issues exist in our 
community. Being a judge in Lakewood 
Court is much more than “hearing” 
cases. Decisions that impact lives must 
be thoughtful, follow the law, and con-
sider external factors such as family, 
addiction and mental health.

In 2015, the six Judges of the Juve-
nile Court unanimously selected me 
to be their Court Administrator. My 
responsibilities are numerous and 
very challenging. I manage over 500 
employees, a $50 million budget, and 
the complex legal issues the court faces 
daily. The everyday decisions I must 
make are incredibly difficult to say 
the least. I stay true to my morals, and 
always do what is right. Impartiality and 
integrity are of the utmost importance. 
Further, I have led policy and program-

ming change to equalize opportunity 
and access for everyone coming to the 
court. This experience is invaluable in a 
single judge court like Lakewood.

My plan if elected judge includes 
strengthening partnerships with our 
nonprofits, police, schools, and faith-
based organizations as support systems 
for the Lakewood individuals involved 
in the court. Yes, people that enter the 
Lakewood Court system are our neigh-
bors. A Help Kiosk, data collection, and 
evening court hours are a few of my many 
ideas for Lakewood Court. I believe my 
record as a knowledgeable and experi-

Lakewood Needs A Judge Who Can Connect 
To The People And Progress The Court

enced Magistrate, Acting Judge, Attorney 
and Court Administrator, has prepared 
me well for the Judgeship. I will bring 
unique and very relevant experience to 
the job that will greatly and positively 
impact the court and community. My 
28-year career in public service has been 
dedicated to helping others and keeping 
the community safe. It will be my privi-
lege to serve our community at a greater 
level if I am elected on November 2nd.

Tess Neff is a 33-year Lakewood 
resident. She and her husband Rich 
raised their children here and love 
being a part of the community.

County Unveils Plans For Park And 
Traffic In Lakewood

A park on the north two lanes of the Clifton/Lake Road Bridge, along with round-
abouts for three intersections was just a small part of the County’s 53-page plan for 
the area. See them all online at: lakewoodobserver.com/forum
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This year we received a series of questions from our readers. Most revolved 
around three topics: Cost of living here. The handling of speeders, drunks, crime 
etc. And what is the future of the city for residents. We boiled them all down to two 
that we thought would cover 90% of the readers’ questions. Questions about the 
future of the hospital hole were left out as there is a link online at the city website to 
keep everyone up-to-date on what is happening there. With that we kick off Elec-
tion Questions 2021. The order in which the candidates are presented is the order 
in which they finished in the Primary Election, from most votes to least. As a reader 
you would be best served by reading all the answers and thinking about how they 
apply to your life in Lakewood.

Please describe your current job and past experience. (50 words)

Tristan Rader 
I am a solar energy advocate, policy nerd, and public servant dedicated to 

making the world a more sustainable place, one solar panel at a time. I am cur-
rently the Ohio Program Director at Solar United Neighbors and a  Lakewood 
City Councilman, with a Masters in Public Administration from CSU.

Sarah Kepple
After serving as a librarian for over a decade at Lakewood Public Library and 

throughout the Cuyahoga County Public Library system, I launched my technol-
ogy education business Gigalearn in 2014. I co-founded Action Together Lakewood 
Area, and I was honored to be unanimously appointed to City Council in February.

Laura Rodriguez Carbone 
I currently work as a member of the Federal COVID Response team under 

the direction of the White House, helping to address health care needs across the 
region in response to the pandemic. I am also the Co-Chair of Lakewood’s Anti-
Racism Task Force.

Tom Bullock
Most experienced member of Lakewood City Council—over 13 years. More 

than 25 years in public service and government, including on Capitol Hill and for 
top Ohio officials. Represented a national foundation and led Ohio advocacy on 
clean energy. Currently executive director for an Ohio utility consumer advocate 
and watchdog.

Mark Schneider
I serve as a prosecutor and assistant law director locally.  Before that, I was a 

State Representative and county prosecutor in the Major Trial Unit.  I am a former 
co-chairperson of the Lakewood Citizens Advisory Committee and have volun-
teered for several Lakewood organizations, including St. Luke’s Church. 

Kyle Baker
Cleveland Metroparks - Director of Real Estate/Legal Counsel (acquired/protected 

1,000+ acres of greenspace and procurement/contracting for construction projects).
• Thompson Hine - attorney practicing construction, real estate, and govern-

ment contracts law. 
• Lakewood - Planning Commission/Lakewood Rangers Education Foundation. 
• Ohio - externed for Ohio Supreme Court/Ohio House of Representatives.

Question 1
No one can dispute the fact that there has been an influx of businesses, 

mostly bars and restaurants, and a gentrification of the community. The previ-
ous two administrations had the residents carrying more than their fair share of 
the burden for this build-up through failed developments, taxes, property evalu-
ation, and giveaways to both businesses and developers. 
Describe 3 programs you are looking to start that would princi-
pally benefit residents. Highlight which ones will help current 
Lakewoodites stay in their homes and/or improve their daily 
life. (250 words)

Tristan Rader
I support capping the cost to residents of sidewalk repair. Good sidewalks are 

a common community interest, while typical damage to sidewalks is something 
which individual households have little control over.

On Council, I played a lead role developing an eight-point affordable housing 
strategy. So far, we have followed through with more than $1 million to help 500 
families and seniors stay in their homes through and beyond the pandemic. We 
have also reduced scheduled water-rate increases.

I support expanding the homestead property-tax exemption. I'm now working 
with the Housing Committee leadership, to get the best expertise available involved 
in identifying the most effective actions we can take next to support affordability.

Sarah Kepple 
Serving on the Americans with Disabilities Act Task Force and on the Housing, 

Planning, & Development Committee, I see the potential for our new development 
projects to provide affordable and accessible housing, pay prevailing wage to cre-
ate good local jobs, utilize women & minority-owned enterprises, and implement 
sustainability measures like reducing water runoff and adding to our tree canopy. 
Additionally, we can and should better advertise the city’s no-low interest loans for 
seniors and folks with disabilities for home adaptations and improvements.

Our recent allotment of ARPA Funds, as well as potential Build Back Better 
federal dollars, presents a great opportunity to strengthen our technological and 
sustainable infrastructure. Solutions now exist to provide universal high-speed 
internet access throughout the city to reduce barriers for students, utility costs 
for seniors, and hiccups for those working from home. As one step toward this, 
I have proposed improving and expanding wifi in our public parks. To make it 
easier for residents to interact with their government, I helped establish eComment 
and closed-captioned live-streaming. With the majority of users now accessing the 
internet through mobile devices rather than desktop computers, the next step that 
I’ve proposed is to review the information most commonly needed by constituents 
and update the City’s app to be fully responsive, integrated with other city systems, 
and accessible, particularly for the Report a Problem type of concerns, and ideally 
with multiple language options. 

Finally, I have proposed development of a digital marketplace and delivery sys-
tem to keep local dollars in our community.

Laura Rodriguez Carbone 
1) Expansion of health services to help working families, seniors, residents 

with disabilities, and others access immunizations and screenings in public facili-
ties including the new community center. 

2)  Close loopholes that allow discrimination against renters, many of whom 
are seniors or those with disabilities. Additionally, ensure new development incor-
porates resident feedback and affordable housing.

3) Ensure our business community is supported in both the near and short 
term by recommending Lakewood hire an economic development officer who can 
prioritize Lakewood’s small businesses, including those owned by women and peo-
ple of color. A more focused approach to Lakewood’s commercial development can 
also help ensure our businesses thrive while protecting residential quality of life. 

Tom Bullock
1) Keeping our foundation sound: remaining disciplined in responsible 

budgeting, effective management, and investment in workforce training and tech-
nology so our delivery of core city services (such as refuse, police, fire, street repair, 
and snow plowing) is reliable, effective, and cost-effective. Lakewood has come a 
long way in improving in these areas, and we can’t take that progress for granted.

2) Innovating every year: attracting residents through continuous improve-
ment to our neighborhoods such as by slowing down cut-through speeders on more 
streets through expanded use of traffic calming; extending our investment in parks 
to include sports fields, so every square inch is beautiful, functional, highly used, 
and supports excellence in recreational sports; and extending options for afford-
able, 100 percent clean power to all Lakewood residents and businesses.

3) Addressing emerging strategic issues to position Lakewood for long-term 
success: attracting and shaping major commercial development so they add vital-

Our 2021 Candidates for City Council-At-Large Seats (3), Left to right in order of finish in the Primary Election are: Council Member Tristan Rader, Council Member Sarah 
Kepple, Laura Rodriguez Carbone, Councilman Tom Bullock, Mark Schneider and Kyle Baker.

Lakewood Observer Readers Questions For Council Candidates
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ity, new residents, and new customers while fitting within Lakewood’s context; 
building on our strength as a walkable streetcar town to make our city green and 
healthy--a place where health happens in neighborhoods (a type of resiliency that’s 
all the more important in the midst of the COVID-19 public health crisis).

Mark Schneider
1) Whether Council realizes it or not, the decisions being made at City Hall are pric-

ing residents, especially seniors, out of our community. Our senior citizens deserve the 
right to age in place and to afford to remain in our community.  Twenty years of public 
service experience at the state, county and local levels of government give me a unique 
perspective to work with our state and county governments to push for deferment of 
property tax increases for senior citizens until a point of sale.  I have been involved in 
innovative programs like this before, such as when I fought for funding for the Homestead 
Tax Exemption.  This would prevent our seniors from being taxed out of their homes.

2) I will seek to partner with non-profit organizations like Lakewood Alive to 
offer grants and microloans to seniors for home improvements.  As costs of home-
ownership continue to increase, this would allow seniors access to needed funds to 
remain in compliance with our building code. 

3) I will use my extensive experience and proven track record at develop-
ment to hold developers accountable and finally redevelop the former Lakewood 
Hospital site, expanding our tax base and easing the tax burden on our residents, 
especially seniors.  To accomplish this, we need to craft a rock-solid development 
agreement and aggressively hold any developer to its task and commitments.  We 
cannot afford another setback.  I have done so as a State Representative, and as a 
local assistant law director.  I can do it again on Council.

Kyle Baker 
1) Property tax relief/low interest loans for home improvement. The new 

county property reevaluation will net $3-4 million in additional municipal revenue 
for Lakewood.  Those funds should be used to help seniors/those on fixed incomes 
with property tax relief/to provide low/no interest loans for home improvement 
focused on accessibility/aging in place (either directly from the City or with local 
non-profits like LakewoodAlive/Lakewood Community Services Center). 

2) Climate resiliency planning/implementation.   With potential federal infra-
structure investment, we should implement the recommendations of the Resiliency 
Planning Task Force like incentivizing solar panels/battery storage technology/increas-
ing fiberoptic connections to neighborhoods/potentially burying power lines to 
position Lakewood as a place with a resilient power grid for a future that includes much 
more work from home.  With more frequent extreme storms and heat, there are more 
power outages, which are not only inconvenient, but dangerous for those with health 
issues/seniors and cost our residents/businesses in lost productivity.  With solar panels/
battery technology/better fiberoptic internet, a household/business could remain pow-
ered through grid outages allowing for a more climate resilient Lakewood. 

3) Citywide snow removal programs.  Some other suburbs do snow removal on 
all sidewalks.  Lakewood has nearly 180 miles in sidewalks, so this would be expen-
sive.  However, we should study using American Rescue Plan/federal infrastructure 
dollars on capital equipment for sidewalk snow removal focusing on the main com-
mercial corridors/pathways to school (possible partnership with Lakewood City 
Schools).  This would provide for a safer/more accessible system of sidewalks for 
Lakewood residents/visitors. 

Question 2
What will you do to provide relief to residents whose quality 
of life has been impaired by the ever increasing intrusion of 
businesses into our residential areas? This includes outdoor 
dining, speeding/parking, loud behavior, accessibility to our 
sidewalks, crime etc. (150 words)

Tristan Rader 
In redevelopment, I always work to get local residents’ concerns heard and 

accommodated as much as realistically possible. Neighborhood and historic char-
acter are critical parts of what Lakewood offers.

I support a residents-first approach to street parking, to give residents priority 
access to parking in front of their homes.

Reducing speeding, and diverting “cut through” traffic away from residential 
streets onto main corridors, are also priorities for me. Residents have confirmed 
that traffic-calming measures like that on Marlowe are effective. I work to let more 
people know about this program, and I am here to help residents on any street.

Sarah Kepple
I have proposed the formation of an Intersectional Safety Committee comprised 

of community members with a diverse combination of experience to work with City 
leadership including traditional safety forces, planning, and human services to con-
sider safety from a holistic lens and to proactively help residents rise from the mental, 
physical, and financial trauma of the pandemic; use research based approaches to 
buck the national trend of rising gun violence; and design a more sustainable future. 
One such approach on which I’m working is the development of a Community Stew-
ards program to educate neighborhood leaders to connect their neighbors with 
resources, build resiliency, and community engagement. Serving on the Americans 
with Disabilities Act Task Force, I helped launch a new tool to make it easier for resi-
dents to report accessibility issues, and we’ve begun the work of making sure that all 
of our public spaces are accessible to all residents. 

Laura Rodriguez Carbone 
While the success of businesses in Lakewood has meant success for many of our 

residents, we also must maintain the character and safety of our neighborhoods. I 
believe Lakewood should increase enforcement of our traffic safety laws, accelerate 
plans to install traffic calming measures at high priority intersections and utilize sig-
nage with posted fines for speeding so the rules and consequences are clear to drivers. 
An addition of a public education campaign to highlight the continuing dangers of 
speeding will help our neighbors be good neighbors.

Tom Bullock 
First, neighborhood problem-solving and advocacy by Councilmembers them-

selves can help to get an effective City response. To help buffer neighborhoods from 
the effects of commercial areas, I will continue to provide timely, responsive, and 
effective customer service to solve neighborhood problems and respond to specific 
neighborhood complaints.

To address speeding, I championed traffic calming, which has been imple-
mented on a limited number of streets but recently implemented as a formal 
program for more streets. I support funding to expand that and to achieve safety 
and better quality of life via environmental design, such as engineering a street for 
lower speeds (traffic calming).

Consistent sidewalk repair was a program I co-championed years ago, and I’m 
happy to report we are completing our ninth year of a ten-year cycle of sidewalk 
repairs, resulting in more than 160 miles of sidewalks repaired to date. 

Mark Schneider 
The opportunity for a business to profit in our community must come with a 

responsibility to our residents.  Businesses that jeopardize our safety or quality of life 
should be held accountable.  I would push to hold businesses accountable for safety 
calls through our criminal nuisance laws, making them responsible for the safety 
costs that they bring about on our residents.  I would institute an annual review pro-
cess for any public incentives bestowed on businesses, from increased access to public 
rights of way such as expanded outdoor dining, to tax incentive programs.   Busi-
nesses who jeopardize our public safety and quality of life should not have the benefit 
of our public moneys or assets.  I am proud to be endorsed by our local FOP lodge, 
representing our police.  I will fight to ensure that our police have the staffing, tools, 
equipment, and training to keep us safe.  Businesses must be accountable.

Kyle Baker
Speeding/pedestrian safety/accessible sidewalks can be addressed with 

increased speed enforcement and traffic calming measures.   With enforcement, 
Lakewood Police should emphasize it to send a message that speeding is not tol-
erated here.   With traffic calming, I have been an advocate for complete streets 
which integrates people and place in planning, design, construction, operation, 
and maintenance of our public rights of way (streets, sidewalks, and public spaces). 
This ensures we place safety over speed, balance the needs of different modes of 
travel, and support local land uses, residents, and businesses. This would increase 
safety, decrease car speeds, and improve the bicycle regional transportation net-
work. This includes street treatments that let drivers know that the public right 
of way is not just for them (i.e., narrowing intersections, creating bumps at cross-
walks, adding separated shared-use paths, large speed bump mats, traffic chicanes, 
reducing speed limits where allowed and feasible, etc.).
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Questions For 
Lakewood School 
Board Candidates
Please describe your current job and past experience. (50 words)

Ed Favre 
Now: Public Safety Consultant and Marine Patrol Officer.  
Past:  Army National Guard then 37+ years as a Lakewood Police Officer/

Detective - hence my strong advocacy for school safety.  I’ve served multiple BOE 
terms and am involved in school organizations such as: Athletic and Music Boost-
ers, Safety Town and LHS PTA.

Nora Katzenberger 
Currently I am a writer and community volunteer, much of my time spent in 

Lakewood Schools. I chaired the 2020 Lakewood School Levy. Previously, I worked 
in communications and public relations at the Bank of New York, New York Uni-
versity, University Hospitals of Cleveland and Progressive Insurance. 

Betsy Shaughnessy 
I have been a member of the Lakewood Board of Education since 1994 serving 

as President 7 times. I worked for Lakewood Hospital, St John Medical Center and 
University Hospitals. I was a Lakewood Library Trustee and am currently a mem-
ber of the Lakewood Foundation and League of Women Voters.

Question 1
What do you see as the biggest challenge facing Lakewood 
City Schools? What will you do about it?
Ed Favre 

Aside from navigating through the pandemic, our next challenge is to keep 
our students in school and tackle learning loss.  We will follow recommendations 
and will err on the side of safety for our students and staff.  During my tenure, 
we planned and completed the greatest construction project in Lakewood history 
with the complete rebuilding of our schools.  The modern HVAC systems circulate, 
change and filter air at a rate comparable to hospitals and flexibility in spacing of 
our students and staff to keep them safe.  While inconveniences do exist, they are 
far outweighed by the benefits of in-school learning.  

Nora Katzenberger  
The pandemic is the most pressing issue facing the district today. Keeping stu-

dents and teachers in school, safely, is the priority. With a lack of state and county 
guidance, our administrators and board must make the best decisions for the health 
and safety of our teachers and students. I support the mask mandate currently in 
place, and I applaud the vaccine clinics that have been scheduled. I would work 
with city leaders to expand these measures and provide more vaccine information 
and opportunities for our community. Our schools fare best when we partner with 
our community members for solutions. 

Betsy Shaughnessy  
Our most pressing issues are maintaining a safe in-person learning environ-

ment for our students, making up for the learning loss experienced by our children, 
continuing Diversity, Equity and Inclusion work, and addressing the strain the 
pandemic has put on relationships and our community.

We can keep our children in school by requiring masks, encouraging vac-
cination, and improved ventilation. Intervention and enrichment provided by 
additional staff is needed to address the learning loss of individual students. DEI 

work will continue in all areas of school life. Increased dialogue around issues of 
concern may help reduce distrust or misunderstanding.

Question 2
Cite one new and unique plan you have for Lakewood schools.

Ed Favre  
To combat our declining enrollment and further enhance student learning, I 

am advocating for a district-wide before and after school program synchronized 
with the regular school day.  This would surpass the current before and after school 
care that is provided by outside organizations and most importantly would supple-
ment the teaching and learning that occurs during the regular school day.  We 
should also incorporate an all-day Pre-K program which would create and moti-
vate early learning, of which we know the value.  These programs would entice 
prospective students and families, further support our diverse student population 
and provide critical assistance for our working parents.

Nora Katzenberger  
 I want to study the different learning models Lakewood Schools implemented 

during the pandemic. We could collect data and hold focus groups with teachers, stu-
dents, parents, and administrators to learn what worked and what didn’t. How can we 
leverage new technology? What did we learn about different learning styles that we can 
implement in the classroom? What targeted programs should we develop for children 
with disabilities and mental health issues? 
If we take the time to gather this valuable 
information now, we can use it as a basis 
for future educational plans that better 
serve our students.

Betsy Shaughnessy  
I cannot promise a plan but I can 

say that I would like to see our summer 
school program include more opportu-
nities for students to have experiences 
that will make them better prepared for 
learning. Field trips provide many of our 
underserved students the opportunity to 
see the bigger world. They can stimulate 
curiosity and friendships that build the 
capacity of children to be successful and 
be confident. I believe we can then build 
on that confidence to encourage these 
students to be successful in academic 
areas and take advantage of college 
credit classes or subjects they might have 
avoided.

Lakewood Board of Education candidates. We are electing two. Left to right: Ed 
Favre, Nora Katzenberger, Betsy Shaughnessy
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Endorsed by Senator Sherrod Brown and

to Lakewood City Council At-large

TRISTAN RADER
Lakewood Mayor Meghan F. George
City Council President Dan O’Malley

Cuyahoga Councilman Dale Miller

State Senator Nickie Antonio
State Rep. Michael J. Skindell
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Paid for by Tristan Rader for City Council

Lakewood Observer Election Guide

Questions For 
Lakewood Municipal 
Judge Candidates
Please describe your current job and past experience. (50 words)

Tess Neff
Current: Juvenile Court Administrator. Manage 500 staff, $50 million budget, 

court operations, address complex legal issues.
Past: Performed the duties of Lakewood Municipal Court Judge for 10 years 

as Acting Judge and Judicial Magistrate deciding every type of case that appears 
before the Court.

•  Judicial Magistrate Juvenile Court.
• Attorney 29 years.
• Police Officer 

Sara Fagnilli
My legal experience spans 35 years, as a municipal prosecutor, law director, 

and attorney in private practice, focused on municipal law. I previously represented 
the City of Lakewood. I am currently the Prosecutor for the Cities of Hudson, Ver-
milion, and Assistant Law Director/Prosecutor for the City of Streetsboro.

Question 1
What is your judicial philosophy? (50 words}

Tess Neff 
There are really two judicial philosophies: Restraint and Activism. In a munici-

pal court a mixture is needed. When legal decisions are made, restraint must be used 
by applying the law in a fair manner. However, activism is useful to proactively link 
individuals and companies with resources that may be available.

Sara Fagnilli
Judges must come to work every day recognizing they are in a position of trust 

that has been granted by the public they serve. Experience, deep knowledge of the 
law, and good temperament ensures that everyone appearing in court is treated 
fairly, justly, and respectfully. 

Question 2
The Lakewood Court established a housing court diversion 
program to assist residents in addressing housing code viola-
tions and bringing homes into compliance. Do you support this 
program? Please describe any other procedures you would 
implement to address housing code violations in Lakewood. 
(100 words)

Tess Neff
Yes. Compliance is important to protect the safety and quality of our neigh-

borhoods, and property values. Diversion is great, but resources are needed to 
assist the homeowners. The Court must collaborate with the Building and Plan-
ning Departments. The Heritage Loan and Home Enhancement Loan Programs 
are excellent means of assistance where the Building Department can serve as the 
resource to help the owner to work through their noncompliance. Also, the Plan-
ning Department can allocate resources to assist homeowners by seeking block 
grants. Fining and charging homeowners should be the last resort so that money 
can be used toward compliance.  

Sara Fagnilli 
Housing code violations may seem like minor infractions to some but they 

directly impact a city in terms of value, safety, and economy. This program has had 
a positive impact on Lakewood by helping people avoid undue stress while trying to 
maintain their property. Housing must continue to be a priority for Lakewood and 
the court. I have successfully utilized similar diversion programs for several cit-
ies. I will continue this program and also utilize the new Eviction Toolkit recently 
announced by the Ohio Supreme Court to work with landlords and tenants to 
maintain safe housing for residents and ensuring landlords receive rental payments 
to be able to meet their obligations.

Question 3
If elected, do you plan to implement any new programs with 
the Lakewood Court? Please describe.  (50 words)

Tess Neff 
I will plan to implement the following programs:
Help Kiosk to provide resources to assist citizens about the court processes.
Data Collection to track case outcomes, demographics.
Evening Court hours to increase access to the court.
Diversion Matrix to provide equal opportunities.
E-filing for convenience and efficiency.

Sara Fagnilli
Continue implementing the court’s docketing system to provide more com-

plete information to the public. Utilize technology to increase productivity and 
provide options for handling cases to minimize impacts on daily life: video appear-
ances, telephone conferencing, and implementation of a night court or similar 
alternative. More diversion programs for first-time offenders in criminal and traf-
fic matters.    

Candidates for Lakewood Municipal Judge. We vote for one.
 Left to right: Tess Neff, Sara Fagnilli
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Lakewood Community

 Small Medium Large Party Tray
 6 cut 9” 8 cut 12” 12 cut 16” Half Sheet
Plain $7.50 $9.00 $12.00 $13.00
1 Item $8.00 $9.75 $13.00 $14.50
2 Items $8.50 $10.50 $14.00 $16.00
3 Items $9.00 $11.25 $15.00 $17.50
4 Items $9.50 $12.00 $16.00 $19.00
Deluxe $10.00 $12.75 $17.00 $20.50
Extra Items $1.00 $1.25 $2.00 $2.50
Chicken $2.00 $2.50 $3.50 $4.50
Extra Cheese & 
   Special Toppings $1.50 $2.00 $3.00 $4.00

PIZZA

Available items: Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms, Onion, Green & Red Bell Peppers, 
Anchovies, Ham, Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black Olives, Hot Peppers, Ground Beef, Pineapple, 

Jalapeño Peppers Special Toppings: Artichoke Hearts, Fresh Tomato, Broccoli, and *Chicken

Visit Sicily Without 
Leaving Home

Since 1990  ·  31 Years in Business!
Now Serving 4 Locations!

Lakewood, Cleveland, Akron, 
and ParmaOPEN:

Monday - Thursday
4pm - 3am

Delivery till 3am

Friday -Saturday
 4pm - 3:30

Delivery till 3:15

Sunday 
2pm - 1am

Delivery till 1am
17615 Detroit Avenue   ·   216-228-2900  nunziospizza.net

by Laura Rodriguez-Carbone
Earlier this year, the city of 

Lakewood entered into an agreement 
with Casto to redevelop the former site 
of Lakewood Hospital. As of August the 
city, according to its website, anticipated 
that by the end of 2020, city council 
would advance legislation authorizing 
the negotiation of a Development Agree-
ment with Casto and start the Planned 
Development zoning process. 

From the discovery of hazardous 
chemicals, issues with the foundation, 
to supply chain breakdowns, increased 
supply costs and delayed timelines for 
construction due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the highest profile devel-
opment project our city has seen in 
a hundred years has seemed to have 
stalled. Considering the issues found at 
the site, it's important that we do our 
due diligence to make sure we erase 
any trace of adverse environmental or 
safety hazards to keep future patrons, 
business owners and residents safe. 
This, understandably, takes time. We 
also have to factor in safety protocols 
for those who will work to rebuild the 
site, as many new precautionary mea-
sures have been taken by construction 
companies to mitigate risk and labor 
shortages because of the pandemic. 

But, communication with resi-
dents is also key. Questions about 
the site can come from long absences 
of direct communication from city 
leaders. Factors like the continuing 
pandemic limit public meetings and 

opportunities for connection, but 
community input and clarity on the 
intended changes, designs, and ame-
nities for this site is critical to ensure 
everyone feels included and informed 
on next steps in the process, even if the 
next steps right now can’t yet include 
direct onsite construction.

The fact is, there will ultimately 
be changes to the original design and 
usage of the site based on the unique 
factors and limitations found after 
removing the old hospital. According 
to the city’s website, Casto has worked 
throughout this year to update the 
original design, which will undoubt-
edly reflect our new post-COVID 
world and realities. But, it's impor-
tant that city leaders provide a status 
update about any issues at hand, and 
allow our residents to add their input 
and thoughts about whatever changes 

are being proposed. 
Considering the history of the 

loss of the hospital, the worst thing 
we can do is leave the community on 
the sidelines of the process. Our world 
has changed dramatically since the 
original plans for the site were drawn 
and discussed five years ago, and it is 
important that we start the conversa-
tions now, much like we did with the 
new Cove community center, to come 
to consensus on what types of redevel-
opment fit our community, its needs, 
and goals today.

"The Pit" And The Pendulum Of Community Involvement

Laura Rodriguez-Carbone is 
currently Co-Chair of Lakewood's Anti-
Racism Task Force and serves on the 
Board of Directors for the Fedor Manor 
Senior Living Community. Laura is cur-
rently the Midwest Regional Outreach 
and Communications Lead for Combat 
COVID, working to increase access to 
treatment options and equity in clinical 
research in communities of color.

She and her husband, Christopher 
have been residents of Lakewood for six 
years and own their home on McKinley 
Avenue.

ers, and will be handing some of them 
out leading up to Halloween Night. 

If you see a house worthy of calling 
out for a prize, send it in through the 
“Question of the Day” feature on our 
homepage, or in the “Suggestion Box” 
or through email: production@lake-
woodobserver.com. 

We will go out and take the photo, 
and they could possibly be selected 
for dinner at Woodstock BBQ, India 
Garden, West End Tavern, or the Root 
Cafe, on the spot.

Halloween weekend (10.28 - 10.31 
midnight) we will open voting for the 
top twenty decorated homes. 

The the top vote earner will receive 
Grand Champion 2021, and $100 in 
Gift Certificates. 

Past winners are eligible.

Help Us Find The Best 
Display In Spookywood!

To get this started I drove 
Lakewood, and took photos of the Hal-
loween displays in daytime. 

This week we will be going back at 
night and getting them too.

Good luck to all, and thank you 
for celebrating fun, families, kids and 
Halloween in the city we love.

A running catalog will be posted 
shortly. 

continued from page 1
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Lakewood Living

Are your older windows drafty, painted shut, 
or otherwise inoperable? 

Don’t replace them - restore them!
Restoring wood or steel windows is the sustainable choice to achieve 
energy efficiency while maintaining architectural character.

• Weatherstripping
• Repairs & Re-roping
• Full Restoration
•  Custom Replacement of 

Sashes & Storms

(440) 444-3434 • info@clevelandwr.com
13362 Madison Ave.
 Lakewood, Ohio • (216) 226-8828

Kitchen Hours
Monday – Thursday – 4PM–10pm

Friday – 4PM–11pm
Saturday – 12pm–11pm

Sunday – 12pM–9PM
Bar is open later…

Happy Hour Monday – Friday 4 pm – 7 pmHappy Hour Monday – Friday 4 pm – 7 pm

woodstocksmokejoint.com

diverse perspectives and ideas in discus-
sions and decision making.”  Khalilah is 
Senior Organizer at Greater Cleveland 
Congregations and Becca is Supervisor 
of University Hospitals Rainbow Center 
for Child Health and Policy.

HLF will continue to provide 
updates on its grantmaking and out-
reach during the remainder of the year.  
Both a recording of the meeting and 
the four grantee video conversations 
are available on the Healthy Lakewood 
Foundation's public YouTube channel.

About the Healthy Lakewood 
Foundation: The Healthy Lakewood 
Foundation (HLF) is a 501(c)3 non-

HLF Community Meeting - 

Video Recording Available on YouTube
profit foundation. HLF was created 
to ensure remaining assets from the 
conversion of the Lakewood Hospi-
tal will continue to benefit the health 
and wellness of residents in the City 
of Lakewood. HLF was established in 
September 2018 as part of the mas-
ter agreement following the closing of 
Lakewood Hospital. HLF was formed 
from the Foundation Planning Task 
Force and through their recommenda-
tion to the City of Lakewood and the 
Lakewood Hospital Association.

To learn more about HLF, visit 
http://healthylakewoodfoundation.
org, or email the foundation at info@
healthylakewoodfoundation.org.

Lakewood Black Caucus 
Addresses Racism In America
by Patricia Wellborn

The newly formed Lakewood Black 
Caucus in conjunction with the Barton 
Senior Center will hold a series of six 
video lectures and documentaries on 
the history of racism against African 
Americans and how structural racism 
has shaped every facet of human inter-
action in this country. The educational 
series will be held at The Barton Senior 
Center, 14300 Detroit Ave. in the Audi-
torium. There will be two films per 
week for three weeks from November 
2nd through November 18th. The dates 

are November 2nd, 4th, 9th, 12th, 16th 
and 18th. from 12:30 to 2:00 pm. The 
participants will view the film, and have 
the opportunity to ask questions. This 
program is free and open to everyone.

The Lakewood Black Caucus was 
formed in July of 2021 to specifically 
address the special needs of not onlly 
the Black residents of the Westerly 
Apartments, but for all of the new and 
existing Black residents of Lakewood. 
LBC provides education, community 

continued on page 15

ARIES: The Ram’s focus this 
month is on relationships, luck is found 
with your friendships/groups, since 
you’re always on the run, & fast...go to a 
Halloween party as Man o’ War (horse)

TAURUS: Uranus is in the Bull’s 
house of identity, change it up a bit, come 
out of your comfort zone & show up at 
the office party as a down-n-out hobo, 
hitching a ride on the back of a train

GEMINI: The Twins are finding a 
bit of luck traveling to a foreign place 
this month, & romance seems to be fol-
lowing you, when in Rome…go to the 
party as a bottle of Chianti Classico

CANCER: Jupiter is lined up in 
your house of other people’s money, 
play the lotto, look for monies com-
ing from other’s, inheritance maybe? 
Have a home party this year Crab, by 
the shore

LEO: Throw a block party Lion, 
the Jungle is where it’s happening for 
you, Jupiter is casting its lucky spell on 
your personal/business relationships, 
dress up as the King/Queen you are

VIRGO: Your focus is on finances 
this month, and your four-leaf clover is 
coming to you in the health arena, all 
those smoothies & time at the gym are 
paying off, go to the party as Dr. Kildare

LIBRA: Mercury Retrograde is in 
Libra, hold off on updating software till 
next month, the Sun is shining in your 
first house, it’s all about you, find your 
balance, dress up as the Scales of Justice

SCORPIO: The Sun is in the Scorpi-
on’s 12th house of secrets, that’s right up 
your alley, your fortune comes at home 
on Halloween, do your Vampire bit, & 
hide behind the underground door

SAGITTARIUS: Networking & 
your associations are where the Centaur 
should be pointing that bow-n-arrow, 
Venus enters your sign, go to the party as 
the Huntsman who saved Snow White

CAPRICORN: The Goat is hitting 
the jackpot this month, the Sun is shin-
ing in your career sector, & Jupiter is 
in your house of finances, own it; go to 

the party as the Wolf of Wall Street
AQUARIUS: Focus is on 9th house 

studies, higher learning, metaphysics & 
astrology, Jupiter is in your 1st house, 
rock the world in a big way, show up at 
the part as the eccentric Gypsy

PISCES: Something big is going 
on behind the scenes in the Fish’s 
Pond, may have something to do with 
money from another source…make 
your entrance at the ball as a Fish 
Called Wanda

Eva Starr, local astrologer, has 
been studying the moon & stars since 
she could read. Starr can be reached at 
evastarr.com

continued from page 5
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Letters To The Editor

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

Lakewood’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Tess Neff Is The Ideal Choice 
For Lakewood Judge

We are lifetime Lakewood residents. We have over 100 years of experience as 
practicing attorneys. We have been prosecutors. We have been defense attorneys. 
We have handled countless cases in the Lakewood Municipal Court as attorneys 
and as Acting Judge. 

Most importantly, we know there is one ideal candidate for Lakewood Judge: 
Tess Neff.

Tess is a caring person with the perfect temperament for judicial office. We 
know this because we have seen her in action: Tess served for years as a Judicial 
Magistrate and Acting Judge in Lakewood. Significantly, she is the only candidate 
in this race with any judicial experience. Her opponent has not presided over a 
single court case, while Tess has presided over literally thousands of criminal and 
civil cases involving Lakewood residents. And she has done so with fairness, integ-
rity, compassion and humility. 

Tess is widely respected by our colleagues and peers in the legal community, 
including those with substantial experience in Lakewood Court as civil attorneys, 
prosecutors and defense attorneys. You need not take our word for it: when the 
five greater Cleveland area bar associations that comprise Judge4Yourself.com 
thoroughly assessed and then rated the candidates for this critical position, Tess 
received the greatest number of “Excellent” ratings. 

Tess Neff is the known, proven quantity in this race. She is the absolute perfect 
choice to serve as judge on the Lakewood Municipal Court.

Henry Hilow, Kevin Spellacy, Jim Wooley
James Wooley is a Lakewood High grad, lifetime Lakewood resident, practicing 

attorney who has, among other things, been a federal prosecutor, a state prosecu-
tor, a defense attorney, and Acting Judge in Lakewood. Henry Hilow and Kevin 
Spellacy are also lifetime Lakewood residents and experienced attorneys.  

Judicial Endorsement
by Maureen Arbeznik

I first became acquainted with Sara Fagnilli almost two decades ago when 
I taught her two sons. I was always impressed with how candid, courteous, fair-
minded, and articulate she was, as well as how deeply committed she was to her 
family and to her community. It wasn't until several years later that I discovered the 
breadth of her municipal legal experience not only in Lakewood, but all over north-
ern Ohio as well. Our community will be well served to have someone of Sara’s 
character and integrity as our next Municipal Court Judge. I urge you to consider 
her trusted experience when you cast your ballot.

Maureen Arbeznik has been a Lakewood resident for 40+ years and is a long-
time educator and administrator in Lakewood parochial schools.

Vote For Kyle Baker
Redevelopment of the old Lakewood Hospital site may be the most impor-

tant issue facing Lakewood at this time and yet, most of the candidates for council 
hardly mention it. The City's recent settlement with Carnegie Management brings 
new hope that this property can be developed wisely; washing away lingering bit-
terness about the hospital closure and subsequent questions regarding Carnegie's 
connections to former Lakewood politicians.

Kyle Baker appears uniquely qualified to help Lakewood move forward. As a 
real estate lawyer working for Cleveland Metroparks, his knowledge about pub-
lic/corporate partnerships is tailor made for this situation. Whether your ideology 
leans more toward strengthening safety forces, or expanding social programs, you 
can't accomplish much without revenue. Please vote for Kyle G. Baker for city coun-
cil in November.

Thank you,
Donna Childs

Isn’t it time you joined with 
this history making,

award winning project?

CALL
216.407.6818

TODAY!

16

As the three Lakewood City Coun-
cil members who aren’t on the ballot 
this year, we want to be sure our fellow 
residents know how we feel about our 
colleague, Sarah Kepple.

Sarah has been an active mem-
ber of our community for many years. 
When she applied to fill a vacant seat 
on Council last year, she was selected 
unanimously from a crowded field of 
applicants. Since then she has distin-
guished herself as a leader at Lakewood 
City Hall, thinking critically and out-
side-the-box to confront the challenges 
posed by the COVID-19 pandemic and 
many other issues. She has provided 
a voice to the marginalized in our 
city and has made it clear she believes 
all residents of Lakewood are inte-
gral parts of the community. She has 
boldly championed racial justice, eco-
nomic empowerment, the rights of the 

Council members Jason Shachner, Sarah Kepple, Dan O’Malley and John Litten.

Re-Elect Sarah Kepple
disabled, and transparency in govern-
ment.

Simply put, Sarah Kepple has been 
an invaluable addition to Lakewood 
City Hall. She has a unique ability 
to think like a policy wonk and yet 
illuminate complex issues to her col-
leagues and neighbors alike. As city 
councilmembers - and as residents 
ourselves - we are proud to enthusiasti-
cally endorse her.

Please join us in voting to keep 
Sarah Kepple on Lakewood City Coun-
cil. Election Day is November 2nd. 
Early voting has begun

Jason Shachner
Ward 2
John Litten
Ward 3
Daniel J. O’Malley
Ward 4

by Tim Tavcar
On Friday, October 29th at 7:30 p.m. 

- just in time for the Halloween season, 
WordStage Literary Concerts presents 
a double bill of mystery, romance, and 
murder adapted from literary master-
pieces written by Nathaniel Hawthorne 
and Edgar Allan Poe.

The program will feature dra-
matic treatments of Hawthorne’s 
romantic and tragic short story, “Rap-
paccini’s Daughter” by Christopher P. 
Nolan and Jeffrey Hatcher’s masterful 
mélange of many excerpts from the Poe 
canon in his one-act play, “Murder by 
Poe”, performed by ten of the talented 
WordStage Company Members.

These chilling tales will be accom-
panied by poignant and malevolent 
music from the pens of Erik Satie, 
Camille Saint-Saens, and Edvard Grieg, 
played on the Wright Chapel’s Steinway 
grand Piano by Patrick Wickliffe.

WordStage Literary Concerts Presents An 
Evening Of Mystery Romance And Murder

WordStage performances are in 
the Wright Chapel of the Lakewood 
Presbyterian Church – 14502 Detroit 
Ave. in Downtown Lakewood, OH.  
The Church and Chapel are fully acces-
sible and ADA compliant.   We request 
that all our audience members come 
with a masked unless medical reasons 
prevent them from doing so.  We will 
have free masks available at our Box 
Office for anyone who needs them.

Tickets are $20.00 for adults/$10.00 
for students and seniors, WordStage also 
maintains a policy of “pay what you can” 
so that our performances are accessible 
to all who wish to see them.  Currently, 
our box office accepts cash or check only.

Reservations can be made by call-
ing 440-857-0717 or purchased at the 
door the evening of the performance.  
You can also visit our website at www.
wordstageoh.com and leave us a mes-
sage on our “Contact Us” page.
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Election

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
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Regular maintenance is 

important for keeping your 

home’s heating and cooling 

system running at peak 

performance and to reduce 

the likelihood of a breakdown. 

Call us today to schedule an 

appointment!  
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and the Board knows that the best we 
can do for our students is to have them 
back in class. To do so, we must follow 
recommendations and, when neces-
sary, err on the side of safety. Some 
inconveniences are far outweighed by 
having kids safely in classrooms. Our 
staff is to be commended for working 
above and beyond the norm.

The above notwithstanding, we 
operate with a state government that 
has become less friendly to public 
education and diverts tax dollars to 
private businesses running schools. 
These companies do not and cannot 
address the needs of all students. The 
Lakewood City Schools do. 

Beyond the pandemic, we need to 
combat our declining enrollment and 
further enhance student learning. I am 
advocating for a district-wide before 
and after school program synchro-
nized with the regular school day. This 
would surpass the current before and 
after school care that is provided by 
other organizations and most impor-
tantly would supplement the teaching 
and learning that occurs during the 
regular school day. We should also 
incorporate an all-day Pre-K program 
which would create and motivate early 
learning, of which we know the value. 
These programs would attract pro-
spective students and families, further 

support our diverse student population 
and provide critical assistance for our 
working parents.

Experience is needed during 
these challenging times and we must 
maintain consistency going forward. 
I respectfully ask for your support. 
I’ve been endorsed by Mayor Meghan 
George, State Representative Michael 
Skindell,  the North Shore AFL-CIO, 
C.A.M.E.O, the UAW, the Fraternal 
Order of Police #25, and recommended 
by the Lakewood Teachers Association.

Re-Elect Ed Favre For 
Lakewood School Board

Lakewood Black 
Caucus Addresses 
Racism In America

support and a safe space to express our 
unique concers and find solutions.

This educational series is one of 
LBC's outreach programs for all of the 
citizens of Lakewood who truly believe 
in diversity, equity and inclusion and 
are willing to take actionable steps to 
make this a reality in Lakewood.

For more information contact 
Patricia at queenmistressp@yahoo.com

Patricia Wellborn is an African 
American woman, and has lived in 
Lakewood since 2015. She is a senior, 
and active in social justice work. She 
is the president of the newly formed 
Lakewood Black Caucus.

continued from page 13

continued from page 1

Ed Favre with two of his daughters and his Little League team.



Page 16	 The Lakewood Observer Volume 17, Issue 20	 October 20, 2021

	 Celebrating Over 16 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com	

The Back Page

1 5 3 0 9  M a d i s o n  A v e n u e   •   2 1 6 . 2 2 6 . 8 6 1 6

Call for an appointment for best service.
Free Private Parking. Check with Id or cash

Carabel Beauty Salon & Store
 Full Service Salon For Females

Follow Us On Facebook 
To See Accessories 
and New Ideas!

October Fun! 
See us for glow in dark, 
black or orange polish for 
your use or mani/pedi service. 
Party wigs, Beautiful masks,
Accessories, Make Up 
and More! 
Hair styles for parties.

16506 Detroit Rd.   Lakewood, OH 44107

Are you facing a legal problem that impacts
Health? Housing? Family? Money? Employment?

Contact Legal Aid!
Browse legal information or apply for help 24/7 online: www.lasclev.org
Or, call 888.817.3777 during most business hours.

Legal Aid thanks the  
Healthy Lakewood Foundation 

for its outreach support!

Let’s Talk Reality
coxbusiness.com/cloud | 866-961-1075
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A ticket out 
of help tickets

End-user help desking. Help tickets. So, so many help tickets. 
They never stop and they stop you from tackling the big stuff. 
Well, get this. Cox Business Cloud Solutions will take over your 
help desk, taking all those help tickets off your plate. That’s right, 
users come directly to us instead of you. And we deliver some 
of the best response times and first-call-resolution rates in the 
industry. Go ahead. Have a little cry. Then give us a call.

It’s not fantasy. 
It’s Cox Business Cloud Solutions.


