
On the afternoon of July 
22nd, Mayor George, Coun-
cilmembers Litten, Baker, 
Shachner, Marx, & Bullock, 
Fire Chief Dunphy, and mem-
bers of the Lakewood Fire 
Department participated in a 
ribbon cutting ceremony for 
the newly renovated Fire Sta-
tion #2, 18124 Detroit Ave.

The renovations include 
a 2800 square foot addition 
to the apparatus bay, inte-
rior updates with some added 
safety features, and a public art 
mural.

“Sunshine on my shoulders makes me happy.” - John Denver

 Proud Founder Of The Observer Media Family Of Community Written And Owned Newspapers & Websites
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by Kate Ingersoll
The Healthy Lakewood 

Foundation (HLF) Board of 
Directors awarded $253,455 
in funding for its Commu-
nity Grants program at its July 
Board meeting. Twelve area 
organizations were granted 
funds to advance programs that 
address social determinants of 
health and support populations 
historically under-resourced in 
the community.

HLF believes that the eco-
nomic, structural, and social 

by Katherine Isenhart
For one shimmering sum-

mer day, Lakewood closes 
Detroit Avenue, between 
Belle and Arthur Avenues, to 
bring artists of all disciplines 
together along with 15,000 
collectors and art lovers. The 
juried festival hosts over 160 
regional and national artists 
and makers displaying paint-
ings, prints, photography, art 
glass, ceramics, jewelry, sculp-
ture, fiber and more.  

Returning to the festival 
this year will be Brett Mason, 

conditions of the Lakewood 
community have a profound 
impact on the health of its resi-
dents. HLF’s Board President 
Khalilah Worley Billy explains 
that “Through our Commu-
nity Grants Program, HLF’s 
funding is targeted to address 
food insecurity, housing and 
neighborhood conditions, 
access to high-quality educa-
tional programs, and social 
and community connections.” LakewoodAlive threw the party of the year, the Summer Meltdown. The weather was perfect for record 

attendance. A good time was had by all. Besides throwing a great party and free concerts in the Sum-
mer, LakewoodAlive does great community work through their paint and home repair programs. Next 
up on the calendar is their annual Spooky Pooch Parade. See page 11 for details. For information and 
to donate, go to www.lakewoodalive.org 

Awards Over $250,000 
To Advance Health 
In Lakewood

August 6, 10 AM-6 PM 

Lakewood Arts Festival Real Art, 
Real Music, Real Food Saturday

Mayor Meghan George, Council President John Litten, with Coun-
cil members Baker, Shachner, Marx, and Bullock, Fire Chief Tim 
Dunphy, and members of the Lakewood Fire Department.

by Deb O’Bryan
Back on on Arbor Day we 

started to receive nominations 
for the Most Distinguished Tree 
in Lakewood. The nomination 
process ended June 30th.

For the entire month of 
July, the public had a chance to 
vote on the 25 nominated trees. 
Congratulations to all who 
were nominated. They ranged 
from super old and majestic to 
perfectly shaped. Some were a 

TAEB/LO’s winner of the first “Most Distinguished Tree In 
Lakewood” 2110 Olive Avenue.

TAEB/LO’s Most 
Distinguished Tree 2022

little odd, but that's what made 
them special.  Beauty they say 
is in the eye of the beholder. 
After tabulation of hundreds 
of votes received, here are the 
WINNERS!

1st place,  is the majestic 
tree at 2110 Olive Avenue.

2nd place,   is a beauti-
ful Evergreen at 1317 Chase 
Avenue, which is fondly called 
"Sammy the Spruce."

continued on page 6

Fire Station #2 Renovations

a Pittsburgh native, who 
brings evocative landscapes 
in both oil and watercolor. 

“The Lakewood Arts Festival 
always gets a great crowd who 

continued on page 3

Drummer Assane M’baye

continued on page 10
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The mission of the Lakewood Observer is to attract, articulate, and amplify civic 
intelligence and community good will in the city of Lakewood and beyond.

Become an Observer!
The Lakewood Observer is a product of citizen journalism, which means it is a completely 

community-written paper. We are looking for volunteer writers, photographers, designers, and 
illustrators. It doesn’t matter if you’re a professional or an amateur, our editorial staff will be glad 
to help you through the process. Register to our Member Center at lakewoodobserver.com where 
you can submit stories, press releases, letters to the editor, photos, cartoons, drawings, etc. No need 
to register to post online calendar items or classified ads. Questions? Email our Associate Editor at 
betsy@ lakewoodobserver.com.

	 Upcoming Submission Deadline	 Publish Date
	 August 12, 2022	 August 17, 2022
	 September 2, 2022	 September 7, 2022
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Isn’t it time you joined this effort to report community news while preserving our history?

As we enjoy everything that 
summer has to offer in Lakewood, 
this season is also a time of planning, 
preparation, and prioritization at 
City Hall. It’s when I begin meeting 
with the directors of our depart-
ments to begin working on our city’s 
budget for the upcoming fiscal year, 
both for our ongoing operations and 
capital needs and improvements.

My goal continues to be prepar-
ing a budget that is fiscally realistic 
and responsible while also ensur-
ing that Lakewood maintains the 
excellent level of service that our res-
idents, businesses, and visitors have 
come to expect and enjoy. Reaching 

Refining The Budget by Mayor Meghan George

that goal involves in depth conversa-
tions with our directors at City Hall, 
but also conversations with you – 
our residents – on what is possible 
and what is a priority.

This thoughtful budgeting pro-
cess allows Lakewood to keep top 
notch services – things like safety, 
public works, and human services 
– while also maintaining our core 
infrastructure and adding or updat-
ing assets. With careful planning, we 
can take on projects that have been 
completed this year – like the Cove 
Community Center – or that are 
now underway or in the bid process 
– like the major upgrades coming at 

Foster Pool and the new Recycling 
Center and Animal Shelter facility.

As we refine the budget, we will 
also continue our dialogue with City 
Council to share the analysis and 
thinking that drives my adminis-
tration’s recommendations while 
also understanding council input 
and priorities. Through this collab-
orative conversation, the City is able 
to best position itself for long-term 
financial health while also mov-
ing ahead with our future vision for 
Lakewood. I look forward to fine 
tuning the budget and presenting 
it to Lakewood City Council in the 
coming months.

As mentioned here, a priority 
from last year’s budget was to con-
struct a new Recycling Center and 
Animal Shelter facility. This week, 
I had the pleasure of presenting to 
Cuyahoga County Council with our 

City Engineer, Mark Papke, where 
we reviewed the project as part of 
an effort to secure potential funding 
support from the County.

The project is an important one 
for our city. By modernizing our 
recycling center, we will provide a 
streamlined facility where residents 
can drop off both nontraditional 
waste – from hazardous waste items 
to tires and construction debris – as 
well as process recyclables. Our new 
animal shelter will ensure safe and 
humane treatment of animals that 
do not have a home or whose owners 
can no longer care for them. Both of 
these needs have been on the City’s 
radar for years. I’d like to thank our 
area’s representative, Councilman 
Dale Miller, as well as all of County 
Council, for hosting us and consid-
ering our request for support.

by Laura Jaissle
In celebration of the opening of 

Lakewood’s Cove Community Cen-
ter and in partnership with SLA 
Video Productions the Department of 
Human Services invites you to create a 
short video message describing “What 
Lakewood means to you” inspired by 
music that bridges the generations. 
Help us showcase the diversity and 
commonality contained within our 
hometown!

Make your own video or stop 
by Cove Community Center during 
the month of August for one of four 
separate opportunities to have your 
experience professionally captured and 
your video directly entered into the 
contest!

Each individual video will be 
edited into a montage and showcased 
at a premiere event at Cove Commu-
nity Center.

One lucky winner will receive a 
$250 gift card, and a Motown record 
box set!

What Lakewood Means 
To You

Please join us at Cove Commu-
nity Center (12525 Lake Ave) to have 
your Lakewood Experience captured 
between 10AM - 2PM on any of the 
following days:

Thursday, August 11th

Tuesday, August 16th

Wednesday, August 24th

Monday, August 29th

Would you like to know more? 
Please visit the promotional website at 
https://digital.umusic.com/umg-lake-
wood-ugc-sweepstakes to learn more 
details and participate. The promotion 
will go live at 12:00 on August 3rd and 
run through August 30th.

Laura Jaissle has been a Lakewood 
resident since 2007 and is current Assis-
tant Director of Human Services for the 
City of Lakewood.

Order Online @ romanfountain.com

GIFT  CardsAVAILABLE!

\\
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by Lynn B. Johnson, MFA
People with developmental dis-

abilities who are ready to live more 
independently now have an innova-
tive new housing option in Lakewood 
from the Cuyahoga County Board 
of Developmental Disabilities 

LAKEWOOD HEALTH

Moreover, HLF places a priority 
on programs that support low-income 
single-parent families, children and 
youth, older adults, and immigrants 
and refugees.
Funding included awards to:

Lakewood Community Services 
Center for its Summer Lunch and 
Enrichment Program that addresses 
food insecurity during the summer 
months and creates socialization, edu-
cation, and recreational opportunities 
for children.

Emerald Development & Eco-
nomic Network, EDEN, Inc. (EDEN), 
to improve resources for and relation-
ships with Lakewood landlords with 
the goal of increasing affordable hous-
ing options for residents experiencing 
housing insecurity.

Madison Court Commu-
nity Coalition (MC3), a newly 
formed organization in Lakewood 
seeking to address gun violence, com-
munity connections, and increase 
youth engagement through planned 
community events.

Lakewood Public Library to 
reinstate Connecting for Kids pro-
gramming at the Main and Madison 

Healthy Lakewood Foundation (HLF)

Awards Over $250,000 To 
Advance Health In Lakewood

branches.
Additionally, two previous grant-

ees, Asian Services In Action (ASIA, 
Inc.) and the Legal Aid Society of 
Cleveland, were awarded funding to 
continue their important work sup-
porting Lakewood residents over the 
next two years.

“These grants are the result of 
HLF’s first open call for applications 
as we implement our comprehen-
sive grantmaking strategy in 2022,” 
explains HLF’s Executive Director 
Kate Ingersoll. “We are grateful for 
the range of high-quality proposals 
that we received and the commitment 
of each applicant to advancing health 
in the Lakewood community. We look 
forward to assessing the impact of this 
funding and learning from our grant 
partners about the challenges and 
opportunities in providing these sup-
ports and services in our community.”

See the complete list of grant fund-
ing awarded on HLF’s website. 

HLF’s next funding opportunity 
in the Lakewood community opens on 
August 15. 

Kate Ingersoll is the Executive 
Director of the Healthy Lakewood 
Foundation.

continued from page 1

Nation’s First Smart-Tech Trial-Basis Apartments 

For People With Developmental Disabilities
(Cuyahoga DD) and North Coast 
Community Homes (NCCH).

TryTech at the Cranford Apart-
ments in the heart of Lakewood 
offers a unique opportunity for 
people with developmental dis-
abilities (DD) to live in a smart 

apartment in an integrated building 
on a short-term lease, to try tools 
and technology they might want to 
use in their future daily home life 
for mealtimes, entertainment, secu-
rity, wellbeing and self-care, and 
more.

This trial housing option 
provides an immersive independent-
living experience for people with 
DD to gain confidence and deter-
mine what technology works best for 
them as they move toward living as 
independently as they want.

Nationwide, about 76% of adults 
with Developmental Disabilities live 
at home; in a quarter of those homes, 
the family caregiver is older than 60 
(Family Caregiver Alliance). Cre-
ative housing options like TryTech 
are vital as the Boomer generation 
ages and the lifespan of people with 
DD increases.

Renters can live in a TryTech 
apartment for several weeks, during 
and after which their Cuyahoga DD 
Support Administrators and Assis-
tive Technology staff will assess 
their needs and determine next steps 
for achieving the goal of indepen-
dent living.

“We are extremely proud to 
launch the TryTech apartments,” 
said Cuyahoga DD Superintendent 

and CEO Kelly Petty. “It is a unique 
opportunity for people with devel-
opmental disabilities to experience 
independent living in an integrated 
building. TryTech is another step 
toward our goal of community 
inclusion for people with DD.”

To adapt the four units into 
safe and comfortable apartments 
for people with DD – including 
one accessible unit – Cuyahoga DD 
turned to North Coast Commu-
nity Homes, an organization with 
decades of experience in fulfilling 
the housing needs of people with 
disabilities.

“This project aligned with our 
organizational goal: to serve peo-
ple with developmental and other 
disabilities who want to live inde-
pendently,” said Chris West, CEO 
of North Coast Community Homes. 
“We are pleased to have shared our 
experience developing safe and com-
fortable housing options for people 
with disabilities, and we hope that 
TryTech residents lead lives of even 
greater dignity, self-expression and 
connection as a result.”

For more about TryTech, visit 
cuyahogabdd.org.

Lynn B. Johnson, MFA is the 
Communications Administrator for 
Cuyahoga DD.
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Roosevelt Elementary 
Wins PBIS 
Recognition Award 

by Christine Gordillo
Congratulations to Roosevelt Ele-

mentary, which has won an Ohio PBIS 
Bronze Recognition Award for 2022! 
PBIS (Positive Behavior Interventions 
and Supports) refers to a set of ideas and 
tools that schools use to improve student 
behavior and school culture. Award 
winners' PBIS efforts were evaluated in 
the areas of student expectations, behav-
ior and discipline; teacher expectations; 
faculty, student and family involvement; 
and evaluation processes.

Congratulations to the school’s PBIS 
team and the Roosevelt community!

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

Lakewood’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Isn’t it time you joined with 
this history making,

award winning project?

CALL
216.407.6818

TODAY!

16

by Lisa Calfee

Meet the Author- “Ten Ohio Disasters”
Book by Neil Zurcher
Wednesday, August 3, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.
Main Library Auditorium
Revisit the devastating Xenia tornado, the statewide Blizzard of ‘78, and an 

ill-fated group parachute jump over Lake Erie in "Ten Ohio Disasters." Author Neil 
Zurcher combines firsthand accounts and local lore to showcase the tragic lessons 
and inspiring examples of heroism in Ohio history. Neil Zurcher is a retired jour-
nalist and original host of One Tank Trips on Fox 8. He has won multiple awards 
for his travel writing and is the author of nine books.

Meet the Author - “A Penny’s Thoughts: Sometimes All You 
Need Is A Change of Perspective”

Book by Tommy O’Sionnach
Wednesday, August 10, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.
Virtual Program
What would an inanimate object say if it could speak? An American tapestry 

is woven daily with the circulation of coins, and the penny is the most prolific yet 
incredibly underappreciated. In "A Penny’s Thoughts," a single copper coin inspires 
a collection of vivid character vignettes. Tommy O’Sionnach is the pseudonym of 
Tom Fox, who used his childhood in Lakewood as inspiration for this book. Fox is 
a social studies teacher in Pennsylvania.

Meet the Author- “Lost Civil War”
Book by Laura DeMarco
Wednesday, August 24, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.
Main Library Auditorium
"Lost Civil War" is a unique visual guide to America's war between the states, 

told through the sites swept aside by development or decay. Local connections 
including Camp Cleveland are explored as well as the lives of local heroes. This 
collection is arranged thematically and illustrated with more than 200 vintage 
photographs. Laura DeMarco is an arts and culture writer and author in Cleveland. 
She specializes in history, lost landmarks and literature.

Make sure to follow us on Facebook and Twitter to stay up to date on library 
news, programs and events.

by Lynn Donaldson
The Rotary Club of Lakewood and Rocky River was recognized for awarding 

Lakewood Public Library a grant for its StoryWalk by Julie Strunk, LPL manager, 
children's and youth services. The story is located on the west side of the Library 
on Arthur Avenue. 

Shop our aisles for FREE gently-used adult & children's 
clothing, shoes, household items, books, videos and more. 

New Center hours:  Tuesday mornings 10:30 am - Noon 
                                        Thursday evenings 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

 

Please bring own bags. 

1382 Arthur Avenue, Lakewood, Ohio 44107 
Behind Taco Bell.  Enter through school glass doors.  Ring doorbell. 

Lakewood Seventh-day Adventist 
Community Service Center 

 

https://lakewoodoh.adventistchurch.org/ 

LAKEWOOD PUBLIC LIBRARY

Virtual and In-Person Programs 
- Children’s And Youth Services
by Jeffrey Siebert

In-Person Family Weekend Wonders
Looking for weekend entertainment for the whole family? Look no further! 

Drop in to the Library's special weekend story time. Your whole family will enjoy 
these programs full of enthusiastic stories, engaging activities, entertaining music 
and clever crafts. Family Weekend Wonders Drop-In Story Time is offered every 
weekend throughout the year and features a different theme each week to keep 
things engaging. No registration is required.

Main Library- Fridays- 10:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays- 10:30 a.m.
Madison Branch- Fridays- 10:30 a.m.

Virtual Meet the Authors
Mary Cole Watson Reads Her Book, "Wisdom Warriors"
Cleveland Heights author Mary Cole Watson shares her book, a culmination 

of more than twenty short stories, to provide wisdom to all who may need it when 
faced with a crucial conversation. Mary Cole Watson made it her life goal to ensure 
the next generation of learners understand their designated place in African Amer-
ican heritage.

Jane Gordon Reads Her Book, "The Journey of Max and Midnight"
Based on a true story, Jane Gordon shares the story of two rescued dogs, along 

with the experience and the love of having a dog. Gordon’s story-telling will show 
the excitement that comes with adopting a dog or cat. She lives in North Olmsted 
with her two sons.

Visit www.lakewoodpubliclibrary.org to view these videos. Make sure to follow 
us on Facebook and Twitter to stay up to date on library news, programs and events.

August Events At Lakewood Public Library

Rotary Grant Funds 
Library's StoryWalk
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EDUCATION

13362 Madison Ave.
 Lakewood, Ohio • (216) 226-8828

Kitchen Hours
Monday – Thursday – 4PM–10pm

Friday – 4PM–11pm
Saturday – 12pm–11pm

Sunday – 12pM–9PM
Bar is open later…

Happy Hour Monday – Friday 4 pm – 7 pmHappy Hour Monday – Friday 4 pm – 7 pm

woodstocksmokejoint.com

Worried about
alcohol or 
drug use?

 

Learn more about what a
substance use disorder
is and what treatment

options are available at
adamhscc.org/treatment

Confidential online 
substance use

screening

Ready for
treatment?

Take a free
screening

Call 216-623-6888
or 988

by Christine Gordillo
As we soon head into another school 

year, the District wishes to share how 
over the past several years Lakewood 
City Schools has worked to grow its exist-
ing services that support student mental 
health and wellness. Access to these sup-
ports is available to all our elementary, 
middle school and high school students.

The passage of the last levy in 2020 
has allowed the District to intentionally 
allocate funds to support student mental 
health and well being. At the elementary 
level, the District now has five full-time 
student wellness specialists that support 
the social-emotional learning needs 
of our youngest learners. The District 
also employs an independent licensed 
social worker, Tina Karp, to support the 
mental health needs of students in our 
district and coordinate services deliv-
ered by our community partners. The 
District also employs an administra-
tor, Dr. Merritt Waters, whose focus is 
student wellness and who serves as our 
student wellness coordinator.

All 11 of our schools have school-
based mental health services and 
support through either OhioGuidestone 
or Bellefaire JCB. The District also has 
partnerships with Recovery Resources 
and with the Cleveland Clinic Children’s 
school-based clinic, based at Lakewood 
High School. Through the LHS clinic, 
students and families have access to a 
Cleveland Clinic social worker, a child 
and adolescent psychiatrist, and a stu-
dent/patient navigator (partially funded 
through the Three Arches Foundation). 

The navigator helps students and fami-
lies in crisis, particularly those students 
transitioning back to school from a men-
tal health hospitalization. Lakewood 
also partners with the Cleveland Clinic 
for a mobile unit. The mobile unit team 
includes a child psychologist and serves 
the District once a month and travels to 
various schools.

The District continues to work to 
grow its multi-tiered systems of sup-
port for social-emotional learning (SEL) 
and wellness. This coming school year, 
the District student wellness specialists 
will be trying out a new SEL curricu-
lum at the elementary level. The District 
continues to train staff in mindfulness 
practices and offer opportunities for stu-
dents to engage in restorative practices 
when they have caused harm to a rela-
tionship with a peer or staff member. 
Available reset options include helping 
students to develop self regulation skills 
and tools so they can handle stressful 
situations in a proactive manner and 
be more successful in the academic set-
ting. Whether it be general instruction 
and supports that are available to all 
students, small group support available 
for those needing extra help in this area, 
or the most intensive support services 
offered, the District is working to ensure 
that social-emotional learning and well-
ness are a part of the student experience 
in Lakewood City Schools. If your child 
is in need of help this school year, please 
contact your child’s building adminis-
trator to learn more about what support 
may be available.

Lakewood School District 

Offers Strong Student 
Mental Health Support
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GOVERNMENT

by Nickie Antonio
On July 6, I was honored to meet 

President Biden during his visit to Max 
S. Hayes High School in the 23rd Sen-
ate District. President Biden came to 
announce the final step in implement-
ing the American Rescue Plan’s Special 
Financial Assistance program, which 
will protect union workers facing cuts 
to their benefits in multiemployer pen-
sion plans.

Before the American Rescue Plan, 
multiemployer pension plan insolven-
cies were expected to impact millions 
of hardworking Americans and their 
families. Now, with the American Res-
cue Plan’s Special Financial Assistance 
Program, pension plans can apply for 
assistance to remain solvent through 
2051. Not only will this protect work-
ers facing a reduction in benefits, but it 
will also fully restore pension cuts for 
more than 80,000 retirees in 18 multi-
employer plans across the country.

We were joined at the announce-
ment by U.S. Labor Secretary Marty 
Walsh, U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown, 
Representatives Shontel M. Brown and 
Marcy Kaptur, Cleveland Mayor Jus-
tin Bibb, State Representative Michael 
Skindell, Executive Secretary of the 
North Shore AFL-CIO Dan O’Malley, 
Lakewood City Councilmember 
Tristan Rader, Lakewood Mayor 

Senator Nickie Antonio Joins  President Biden 
In Cleveland For Historic Announcement

Social Security. I am proud to stand 
with President Biden as we work to 
ensure retirement security for genera-
tions of American workers to come. 
America is built by the middle class, 
and the middle class is built by union 
workers.

Meghan George, Judge Terri Jamison, 
as well as hundreds of union workers 
and retirees to celebrate this historic 
success.

During our conversation, I also 
urged the President to continue fight-
ing to protect America’s retirement: 

3rd place,  goes to 2367 Woodward 
Avenue, another magnificent old shade tree.

The three randomly selected 
nominators/voters are:

Sharon Gazdick, Jim Dickens, 
Marcia Abbadini

Property owners of the winning 
trees, along with the voting/nominating 
winners should contact the Lakewood 
Observer @ 216-339-2531 to claim your 
prize and arrange a time to drop off.

Thank you to our Sponsors: 
The Tree Advisory Education Board, 
Lakewood Garden Center, Lakewood 
Hardware, Sweet Designs Chocolatiers, 
Woodstock BBQ, India Garden, and 
the West End Tavern

A big thank you to all who par-
ticipated. Keep your eyes up and start 
thinking about next year’s nominees.

continued from page 1

“Sammy the Spruce.”

TAEB/LO’s Most 
Distinguished Tree 2022
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LAKEWOOD SCHOOLS/LIBRARY

FIND
YOUR 
MUSIC 

AT

LAKEWOOD MUSIC LESSONS
all instruments - all ages & abilities

individuals / ensembles - virtually / in-person
(216) 227-2886 - info@thelmc.studio

 Small Medium Large Party Tray
 6 cut 9” 8 cut 12” 12 cut 16” Half Sheet
Plain $7.50 $9.00 $12.00 $13.00
1 Item $8.00 $9.75 $13.00 $14.50
2 Items $8.50 $10.50 $14.00 $16.00
3 Items $9.00 $11.25 $15.00 $17.50
4 Items $9.50 $12.00 $16.00 $19.00
Deluxe $10.00 $12.75 $17.00 $20.50
Extra Items $1.00 $1.25 $2.00 $2.50
Chicken $2.00 $2.50 $3.50 $4.50
Extra Cheese & 
   Special Toppings $1.50 $2.00 $3.00 $4.00

PIZZA

Available items: Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms, Onion, Green & Red Bell Peppers, 
Anchovies, Ham, Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black Olives, Hot Peppers, Ground Beef, Pineapple, 

Jalapeño Peppers Special Toppings: Artichoke Hearts, Fresh Tomato, Broccoli, and *Chicken

Visit Sicily Without 
Leaving Home

Since 1990  ·  31 Years in Business!
Now Serving 4 Locations!

Lakewood, Cleveland, Akron, 
and ParmaOPEN:

Monday - Thursday
4pm - 3am

Delivery till 3am

Friday -Saturday
 4pm - 3:30

Delivery till 3:15

Sunday 
2pm - 1am

Delivery till 1am
17615 Detroit Avenue   ·   216-228-2900  nunziospizza.net

by Dr. Charles Geanoff
Student community builders are 

invaluable to any school, and Lakewood 
High School has many great leaders, class-
mates, organizers and teammates. They 
work to learn, get good grades and for 
other individual achievements, of course, 
but also think of ways to elevate the edu-
cational atmosphere of the school.

An exemplary community builder, 
the founder of our History Club, Alex 
Manaa ('18) graduated from North-
western in June and will be in the 
Graduate Theatre Writing Program at 
NYU this fall.

Alex has a legacy that keeps grow-
ing: 21-22 was a fabulous year thanks 
to the energy, creativity and engage-
ment of our students. Upon their 
initiative, they tackled issues from the 
cute and light (Dogs vs Cats) to deadly 
serious (The Ukraine-Russia Conflict). 
We were hyper local (the "Suburban 
Experiment") and International (the 
History of Bangladesh).

Very grateful to all those students 
who created and delivered powerful 
presentations for the benefit of our 
school community—outgoing Presi-
dents Emma Hart and Joshua Mika 
(pictured), Audrey Carson, Meg Win-
ters, Leah Campbell, Edie Barcelona, 
Stella Rosen, Rodshi Rahman, Zoey 
Serna, Beckett Broadwater, Finley 
Thompson, Anna Maurer and Eva 
Wischhusen.

LHS History Club Celebrates 
Its Founder And Members

We are looking forward to another 
fabulous year. Our mission, crafted 
mostly by Alex, is as follows: —"The 
LHS History Club aspires to engage 
students, staff and the citizens of 
Lakewood in dialogue about the his-
tory of our town, region, nation and 
world. All presentations are created 
and delivered collaboratively by teach-
ers and students."

Mission accomplished, but we 
have great plans for 22-23, including 
resuming Lakewood Public Library Pre-
sentations after a 2-year Covid Hiatus.

Long live Lakewood.

Alex Manaa

by Tonya Sams
August is here and we will soon 

hear the ringing of school bells. But pre-
paring for the new year is more than just 
buying clothes and supplies – it is also 
about preparing for new situations and 
challenges students may face at school.

The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland 
provides legal help that ensures kids’ 
school success, and wants to offer a few 
helpful tips:
SPECIAL EDUCATION

If you are concerned that your 
child is not keeping up with peers, you 
can ask your school to test your child 
for special education needs. Make the 
request in writing and keep a dated 
copy for yourself. It doesn’t matter if 
the school year is well underway; you 
can request a special education evalua-
tion at any time.

If it is determined that your child 
qualifies for special education services, 
they will receive what is called an indi-
vidualized education program, or IEP. 
IEPs outline goals and accommoda-
tions that can help your child succeed.

If you and the school disagree 
regarding your child’s placement in 
special education, you can contact the 

Books, Buses And The Unexpected 
– Tips For The New School Year

Ohio Department of Education to file 
a complaint or request a mediation to 
resolve the issue.
TROUBLE IN SCHOOL

If your child is constantly getting 
into trouble in school, find out if they 
are having problems with a teacher or 
other students, or talk to them about 
trauma that may cause them to act out. 
You may find that the school can pro-
vide resources such as a mental health 
counselor for your child. You can also 
request that your child is tested for spe-
cial education or a functional behavior 
assessment (FBA). Talk to school offi-
cials about these issues. 

If your child has been disciplined 
by suspension, expulsion, or other 
measures, request documentation 
from the school. 
BULLYING

According to Ohio law, bullying 
is any repeated, intentional act (either 
physical, verbal, electronic or written) 
that causes a student physical or mental 
harm and creates a hostile, threatening 
environment.

continued on page 9
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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

TROY BRATZ
Real Estate Agent
Residential / Commercial

Lakewood Resident

@TroyBratzKW

216.702.2196      TroyBratz@KW.com

SELL now for top dollar
BUY for your future
INVEST in the community

by Leah Gourlie
I am excited that Lala Custom 

Cake has been creating scratch-made 
cakes and cupcakes in Lakewood 
for 6 years! We opened our doors in 
August of 2016 as a local cake shop 
known for creating custom f lavors 
and of course as our name suggests, 
custom cakes.  We at LaLa Custom 
Cake are a scratch shop, meaning just 
about everything including, batters, 
buttercream, compotes and fillings 
are all made in house using some of 
the techniques I learned in culinary 
school long ago. 

I graduated from Johnson and 
Wales University in 2003 where I 
studied Culinary Arts, and special-
ized in fine dining savory foods. After 
working in several fine dining res-
taurants in Cleveland, OH and Santa 
Barbara, CA, I wanted to leave the 
fast paced restaurant life for a slower 
pace but still with a food focus.  In an 
unexpected twist, my career brought 
me to The Sisters of Saint Joseph con-
vent in Cleveland where I cooked and 
baked for the sisters there for several 
years.  I used this time to hone bak-
ing skills that I didn’t use as much in 
the savory food industry and develop 
a passion for cakes and desserts.  Fast 
forward a few years, I started LaLa 
Custom Cake in my home kitchen. 
During those first months,  I would 
bake and create decadent cupcakes 
for local farmers markets and elegant 
cakes for local wedding clients.  

After taking a leap of faith, I 
opened our first brick and mortar 
shop, LaLa Custom Cake in 2016.  Six 
years later the shop is going strong 
with a full staff of dedicated, pas-
sionate cake lovers who aim to make 
not only the most delicious cake but 
to celebrate our clients along the way.  
way. Our mission is to celebrate indi-
viduals through service, high quality 

AUGUST

ARIES: 
It’s all about you Ram, with Jupiter 

still in Aries, & in your 1st house, strut 
your stuff, the Sun is in your 5th house 
or Romance, light up your fire at the 
Arts Festival…hmmm.

TAURUS: 
Jupiter is in the Bull’s 12th, behind 

the scenes, but the Sun is shining its 
rays on home/family…whatever you’ve 
got cooking, you’re keeping your lips 
zipped, a new recipe?

GEMINI: 
The Twins are living their dream, 

Jupiter in your 11th of social orga-
nizations, Sun in the 3rd of your 
community, time for you to be the 
social butterfly, & head to the arts fes-
tival.

CANCER: 
Lady Venus is in the Crab’s sign, 

Jupiter in the 10th of career, & the Sun 
in the 2nd house of money, keep climb-
ing that ladder of success Crab, look for 
love on the way up, wink.

LEO: 
Lion you are King/Queen this 

birthday month, Sun/Mercury in Leo, 
you are shining on all fronts, intellect 
& personality, share some of your gen-
erosity in the area of foreign affairs, 
travel.

VIRGO: 
If you didn’t hit that lotto last 

month, keep trying, Jupiter is still in 
your 9th house of other’s money & the 
Sun is in the 12th, behind the scenes, 
keep it a secret, then buy an herb store.

desserts and artistic designs as they 
celebrate all of life’s ordinary and 
extraordinary events. We have the 
privilege of partnering with our cli-
ents for their most important life 
events and we couldn't have picked a 
better city to start our shop in! LaLa 
Custom Cake is located on Madison 
Avenue in a deliciously sweet stretch 
of Lakewood that includes; Fear's 
Confections, Malley's Chocolate, 
Tommy's Pastries and Elmwood Bak-
ery. 

 I want to give a big thank you 
to all our wonderful clients through-
out the years for allowing us to be a 
part of celebrating all of your most 
special events! We hope to continue 
to be a part of your lives in the years 
to come.

 To celebrate our 6th birthday 
we will be hosting a "FLAM-azing" 
party. Our Flamingo themed party 
will include special deals on cup-
cakes and cakes, giveaways, a balloon 
artist, snacks for kids of all ages and 
of course lots of CAKE!  The event 
will be held Saturday August 13 from 
11-3pm.

LIBRA: 
The Sun’s shining on your groups 

& associations, Jupiter is still bringing 
lucky stars to your relationships, all 
you must do now is find the balance 
betwixt the two, go to the festival.

SCORPIO: 
The Sun is in the Scorpion’s house 

of career, Jupiter is still holding out in 
your house of health, keep all things in 
moderation, hydrate more, come out of 
the dark into the Sun.

SAGITTARIUS: 
The Sun is shining in your 9th, 

of higher education & travel, Jupiter 
is still holding camp in the romance 
department, head to the arts fest, for a 
taste of culture, food & art.

CAPRICORN: 
The conservative Goat still has 

lucky beams of Jupiter in your 4th 
home & family…the Sun has moved 
into your 8th of other’s money, take a 
chance, buy a lotto ticket. 

AQUARIUS: 
Jupiter’s visiting your 3rd house of 

community, the Sun is shining on the 
8th of others money & transformation, 
get thee to the festival, mingle & check 
out the innovative. 

PISCES: 
The Fish’s finances are growing 

with Jupiter in the 2nd house of money, 
the Sun is shining on your 6th house 
of Health, share the wealth, move to a 
bigger pond, & swim baby swim.

Eva Starr, local astrologer, has 
been studying the moon & stars since 
she could read. You can reach Starr at 
evastarr.com

LaLa Custom Cake Celebrates 
6 Years In Lakewood!
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OBSERVATIONS/LETTERS

by Mike Francis
Many progressive minded com-

munities enjoy patting themselves on 
the back for holding the correct politi-
cal views. There is a certain, dare I 
say, smug, satisfaction in some quar-
ters over the abudance of rainbow 
flags, Black Lives Matters posters, and 
other progressive decorations in this 
city. I have no objection. Having lived 
in the southern suburbs, I am used to 
such open and proud displays of politi-
cal affilation. In North Royalton and 
Brunswick, for instance, there is no 
shortage of blue and red porch lights, 
blue line flags, MAGA yard signs, and 
other conservative emblems. However, 
as a relative newcomer to Lakewood, 
I must confess that I find most of this 
self-conscious progressivism to be 
quite shallow. But it doesn't have to be 

that way. People are free to live up to 
their rhetoric, if they so choose. If Lake-
wood's progressivism is to amount to 
more than an exercise in vanity, it must 
protect human dignity, not surrender it 
to misery.

Anyone who actually bothers to 
walk along Detroit Avenue and West 
117th Street can't help but notice the 
inceasing numbers of homeless per-
sons. Many, if not most, of these 
destitute unhoused individuals are 
African American. Few are the helping 
hands or acts of compassion extended 
toward these men and women, many of 
whom must pass the time on benches 
or in bus shelters in the intense heat 
and unforgiving sun of July and 
August. Yet Black lives are supposed to 
matter, right?

It's no coincidence that quite a few 

Where Is The Progressive Commitment To 
End Homelessness in Lakewood?

businesses have posted "no public rest-
rooms" notices. The Lakewood Public 
Library prohibits sleeping and bring-
ing in blankets and changes of clothes, 
according to its patron handbook. As 
there is no homeless shelter or drop-in 
center in Lakewood or the western edge 
of Cleveland, such policies of exclusion 
have resulted not only in the unavoid-
able sight of unwashed uncomfortable 
people (unavoidable yet easily ignored 
by passers by), but in noxious odors not 
easily ignored in various spots where 
the poorest of the poor must relieve 
themselves. Situations like this don't 
exactly proclaim social justice.

Yes, there are social services avail-
able in Lakewood and Cleveland. 
Non-profit organizations, however, are 
not a cure-all. These institutions are 
usually a last resort, after job loss, evic-
tion, trauma, or family dysfunction have 
finally beaten down an unfortunate 
person. Those totally without resources 
or support may find themselves sleeping 
on a sidewalk or on church steps. Others 
with cash will check in to an unpleasant 
residential hotel. And let's not pretend 
that "rooming houses" (to put it politely) 
don't exist in this city. Because they do. 
I won't mention any names. But those 
properties are increasing, some under 
the label of alleged vacation rental ser-
vices.

Simply put, Lakewood lacks a 
comprehensive compassionate plan for 
dealing with homelessness and poverty. 
Waiting for a heroic politician or elite 
body of experts to sweep in and solve 
these problems is pointless, as well as 
an insult to human dignity. Concerned 
people must step forward to begin 
offering help in a comprehensive way. 
And those institutions already helping 
must do more.

Residents and visitors may choose 
to ignore human tragedies, for the time 
being, but if these problems are left to 
fester, they won't be ignored economi-
cally. Where decency and compassion 
fall, raw economic self-interest will rise. 
Middle-class homeowners and major 
retailers and banks won't remain in 
neighborhoods or suburbs where socio-
economic decay becomes a constant.

If you believe you are a progressive, 
ask yourself toward what is Lakewood 
progressing. If you're a conservative, 
what is this community trying to 
conserve? Human life and quality of 
life matter. This is a question of com-
mon sense, as well as brotherly love. 
All the BLM and rainbow decals don't 
help youth or older people struggling 
against poverty, insecurity, and uncer-
tainty. It's a hostile world out there. 
Genuine positive change requires 
concrete action, not slogans or self-
congratulatory symbolism.

Tens Of Thousands Line Up 
For Rare Whiff Of Death
by Jim O’Bryan

According to the Cleveland’s Zoo 
release the “Corpse Flower” would bloom 
July 28th, and the fragrance would be like 
that of death, or a rotting corpse. 

The Corpse Flower, Amorphophal- 
lus titanum, grows to be about 5ft tall 
with a bulb weighing nearly 100lbs. 

It is native to Sumatra where it grows 
on the jungle floor. For 3-6 years of its 
life it sprouts one branch-like leaf which 
is about  20’ tall with as many as a hun-
dred off-shoots looking like little leaves 
in a 16’ canopy. They completely fall off 
each year.

Every 3-6 years the plant grows a 
single tightly wrapped leaf, about 5 feet 
tall. For a very short 24-36 hour period, 
it smells like rotting carcass in an effort 
to attract flies. At the base is the bulb 
which also sends up hundreds of male 
and female flowers. The flies come in 
and pollinate the flowers which then can 
create up to 40,000 seed pods. Birds love 
the juicy seeds, eat them and pass them 

through their system all over the jungle.
Thanks to the Cleveland Zoo, 

Metro Parks and all the volunteers,  
you make every visit special.

It is so wild, it didn't look real. It was 
like looking at Audrey in the movie 
"Little Shop of Horrors."

Books, Buses And The Unexpected 
– Tips For The New School Year

Schools are required to allow peo-
ple to report bullying anonymously. 
Schools also must protect students 
from bullying and discipline those stu-
dents that are bullying others.

You have the right to report bul-
lying to the school and to request an 
investigation. If an investigation is 
conducted, you have a right to see the 
results of that investigation. You can 
also obtain a lawyer or contact the U.S. 
Department of Education, Office of 
Civil Rights. 
HOUSING INSECURITY

If you and your child are home-
less, federal law states that your child 
can not be denied their education. 
Your child has the right to continue 

to attend the same school they went to 
before they became homeless and to 
receive transportation. They also have 
the right to transfer to a school that 
may be closer, enroll in school even if 
they do not have the proper documen-
tation such as a birth certificate, and a 
right to continue to receive special edu-
cation if needed. 

If you have issues in any of these 
areas, Legal Aid may be able to help. Call 
888-817-3777 or visit lasclev.org/contact 
for more information. Also, Legal Aid 
offers free legal clinics in neighborhoods 
throughout Northeast Ohio. Check 
Legal Aid’s website for an event calendar 
and visit a clinic with your questions!

Tonya Sams is Development and 
Communications Assistant at The 
Legal Aid Society of Cleveland.

continued from page 7
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LAKEWOOD CARES

by Emma Hart

"How can our federal, state, and 
local government better provide for 
basic human needs?"

The earth, the climate, the envi-
ronment, the place every living creature 
calls their home is in peril. Our seven 
oceans, coral reefs, land, ozone layer, 
and our way of life is in jeopardy. We 
as humans have yet to heed the warn-
ings that the earth has been sending 
us. The ozone layer has been deplet-
ing for years. The oceans have been 
trashed and are unrecognizable and 
aren’t comparable to what most of us 
believe them to be. They are no longer 
iridescent blue pools full of beautiful 
life and are instead aquatic landfills full 
of the leftovers of human consumption 
and waste. These landfills are full of 
materialistic aspects of life that are no 
longer housed on dry land in order to 
let individuals forget this unavoidable 
problem. The climate crisis is the single 
most important issue facing all young 
individuals on this planet today and it 

by Sue Finley
Too much time spent looking at 

your own four walls? The Lakewood 
Historical Society invites you to dis-
cover some of the community’s finest 
architecture during the Lakewood 
House Tour: Look Inside Lakewood, 
Sunday, September 11, from 1:00pm to 
6:00pm. The eagerly-anticipated event 
is back after a four-year hiatus.

Eight historic homes provide a 
glimpse into Lakewood’s past with 
a contemporary twist. These beauti-
ful residences include a one-of-a-kind 
home in a converted bank building, 
an iconic mid-century landmark, a 
property with commanding views of 
Lake Erie, plus Tudor, Victorian, and 
Colonial gems. These are the homes 
you’ve driven past and wondered what 
they look like on the inside; now’s your 
chance to find out.

Touring gives you a glimpse into 
history, where meticulous crafts-
manship and quality materials were 
uncompromising building standards. 
The featured homes, all of which were 
chosen by community nominations, 
were built between1894 to 1965. While 
some have had recent additions and 

refinements, the owners have main-
tained their dwellings’ architectural 
integrity, making these residences true 
showcases of yesteryear.

Can’t wait to tour? You can start 
the House Tour weekend a day early 
at the Patron Party, Saturday, Septem-
ber 10th. The party will be hosted in 
a home not featured on Sunday’s tour 
so it’s a great opportunity to visit yet 
another lovely Lakewood residence. 
Enjoy fine food while you mingle with 
friends and plan your next day’s explo-
ration.

Tickets for the Patron Party are 
$85 and include Sunday House Tour 
tickets.

Tickets to the House Tour are $30, 
with sales starting this Saturday at the 
Lakewood Arts Festival, online at lake-
woodhistory.org and at the following 
Lakewood retailers.

STEM
Avenue Home
Geiger’s
Stella & Shay Beauty Bar
The Lakewood Historical Society’s 

Haber Center (Monday through Friday 
from 11:00am-4:00pm)

is still not being addressed by politi-
cians as it should be. 

I propose that Congresspeople 
that receive contributions or have 
connections to the fossil fuel indus-

are really receptive and supportive 
of my work. For this, I make it one of 
my very few shows out of Pittsburgh.”  
Additional fine artists include prints 
by Michael Brabant, paintings by Paul 
Fletcher and ceramics by Mark Yas-
enchak. Phillippe Laine from Palm 
Beach, Florida, a festival favorite, offers 
one-of-a-kind hand-painted silk fabric. 
Posch and Gulyas, fine jewelers, hand 
fabricate original designs from sterling 
silver sheet and wire, often featuring 
gemstones, gold, and enamel for color.

Originally founded in 1978 to 
bring artists to the city for a street festi-
val, in 1981 the Board of the non-profit 
decided to fund an annual scholarship 
for Lakewood seniors continuing to art 
school. After the Festival, the Board 
will present $4,000 to the 2022 recipi-
ent, Inga Wilhelmy, who will attend 
the Rhode Island School of Design this 
fall.

The event also funds grants for 
arts education and programming in 
the city. Recent awardees include the 

Lakewood High School Photography 
Club, The Barton Center (senior arts 
activities), The Beck Center for the Arts 
(Saturday programs) and Lakewood 
High School Art, Theater and Photog-
raphy programs.

Live performance is another 
aspect of original art to appreciate at 
this years’ fest. Ten performers on two 
stages include music at the ANDREWS 
STAGE and CENTER CITY PARK fea-
turing Senegalese drummer Assane 
M’baye, Luca Mundaca, Chris Allen, 
Liz Bullock and more. In addition, The 
Beck Center offers unique arts-based 
performances and activities for chil-
dren and adults.

EAT ON THE STREET food court 
is located in front of Lakewood Library 
on Detroit and will offer a selection of 
the region’s best food trucks.

August 6, 10 AM-6 PM 
Lakewood Arts Festival Real Art, 
Real Music, Real Food Saturday

Lakewood League Of Women Voters Mary Warren Impact Scholarship Winner 

Emma Hart's Winning Essay

Emma Hart and Mary Warren

try should be barred from voting on 
any issues regarding the climate cri-
sis. Yes, this is an extreme solution. An 
extreme solution, however, is neces-
sary for such a perilous situation that 
all young people will be facing in fifty 
years. American politicians are greed-
ier than ever before and this is seen in 
how many representatives frivolously 

vote on climate-related issues. The irre-
sponsibility and overall disregard for 
younger Americans are blatant when 
so many politicians refuse to vote for 
the extreme and drastic measures that 
are needed to save our planet. By 2070, 
more than 3 billion people are expected 
to live in extreme heat which will cost 
many lives. We need a drastic change. 
We need young people more than ever 
before to be able to control their future 
and this will be done by only allowing 
unbiased congresspeople to vote on 
climate-related legislation instead of 
leaving it to older representatives who 
will not be on this earth to face the 
consequences of climate change. 

There are many proposed solu-
tions to climate change: walk more, go 
vegan, don’t buy fast fashion, recycle, 
use a reusable water bottle. Yes, these 
are all great things the consumer can 
do to mitigate their carbon footprint, 
but they fail to do one important 
thing — put pressure on politicians. 
If we truly want to save our earth, our 
oceans, and our coral reefs and, most 
importantly, save the many lives that 
will be lost, we must put pressure on 
those who can make the necessary 
change that is needed.

Look Inside Lakewood At The 2022 Lakewood House Tour

Look Inside Lakewood At 
The 2022 Lakewood House Tour

The House Tour committee would 
like to thank our generous sponsors for 
their support including: Avenue Home 
and Cotton, select agents from Lucien 
Realty/Berkshire Hathaway, Cleveland 
Home Title, First Federal Lakewood, 
Geiger's, select agents from Howard 
Hanna, Troy Bratz/Keller Williams, 
Rozi's, and Slife Heating and Cooling.

continued from page 1
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LAKEWOOD ALIVE

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE

THAT MUCH CLOSER
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type

to stress the importance of a slow

and steady approach. However, in

this case, the ability to

speed-read may prove

modestly beneficial to

you. Because the sooner

you finish, the sooner

you’ll be reminded of

the significant value

in starting to plan for

retirement early. You

see, with each tick of the second

hand, your retirement edges

closer. Which is why we’ve always

believed there’s no such thing as

planning too early. Thanks to the

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful

process we’ve employed

from day one, Raymond

James advisors have

helped countless clients

reach the finish line

with the necessary

resources to accomplish

all the next things they

wanted to do. It’s time

to find out what a Raymond

James financial advisor can do

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting 
gratuitous, the rooster’s 

commitment to starting early 
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE

THAT MUCH CLOSER
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and 
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636 

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
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Best Brunch In Town! Saturdays at 11am & Sunday 9:30am
Mondays - Buy One, Get One - Black Angus Burgers

Wednesdays - Try our $5 Menu!

B e st Pat i o  
To Pa r t y On

I n  T h e S u m m e r !

by Jacqueline Bon

Get ready for a doggone good 
time! Spooky Pooch Parade will bring 
the bark to Madison Park once again. 
LakewoodAlive’s 15th Annual Spooky 
Pooch Parade takes place on Saturday, 
October 15, from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. at 
Madison Park in Lakewood’s Birdtown 
neighborhood.

LakewoodAlive’s family-friendly 
Spooky Pooch Parade consists of a 
free-to-attend festival at Madison Park, 
a parade along Madison Avenue and 
surrounding streets and an awards 
presentation. A favorite autumn tra-
dition for Northeast Ohio dog lovers, 
this community festival represents a 
one-of-a-kind event within the region, 
providing a tail-wagging good time for 
canine and human guests alike.

Registration for the parade will 
open on Wednesday, August 24. Pre-
registration is $10 per dog and day-of 
registration is $15 per dog. Multiple 
dog discounts are available with pre-
registration only. Humans are free. 
This community event takes place rain 
or shine, and proceeds from the parade 
benefit LakewoodAlive, a community 
centered nonprofit organization.

by Jeremy Wise
Jehovah’s Witnesses Resume Public 

Ministry Two Years After Going Virtual
If you happen to be walking 

through City Center Park in Lakewood, 
OH, you may notice that a pre-pan-
demic fixture is back on the sidewalks: 
smiling faces standing next to colorful 
carts featuring a positive message and 
free Bible-based literature.

Thousands of these carts will be roll-
ing down the streets of communities like 
Lakewood across the world as Jehovah’s 
Witnesses recommence their global pub-
lic preaching work some 24 months after 
putting it on pause due to the pandemic.

Public Information – Jehovah’s 
Witnesses 1 For more information, call 
(718) 560-5600

“We are so happy to be back in our 
Public Ministry!” said Brad Parsons, 
local spokesperson for Ohio. "While we 
never stopped reaching out to people 
through phone calls and letters, nothing 
compares to seeing and talking to people 

LakewoodAlive Announces Return Of 
Spooky Pooch Parade On October 15

Festivities get underway with the 
Spooky Pooch Festival beginning at 
12:30 p.m. at Madison Park, during 
which attendees can enjoy entertain-
ment, children’s games and dog-related 
vendors.

The dog parade commences at 
2 p.m. Dogs of all shapes and sizes 
dressed in their finest Halloween fash-

ions will strut their stuff as judges will 
award prizes including Best Pooch & 
Child, Best Pooch & Adult, Best Pooch 
& Group, Spookiest Pooch and Best in 
Show. Contestants must register and 
participate in the parade in order to be 
eligible to win a prize.

“The Spooky Pooch Parade is an 
autumn tradition in Lakewood that 

so many of our neighbors look for-
ward to every year,” said Ian Andrews, 
Executive Director of LakewoodAlive. 
“We are thrilled to gather once again 
at Madison Park for a celebration of 
canines, costumes and community.”

For more information, please visit 
LakewoodAlive.org/SpookyPooch.

The following sponsors gen-
erously support the 15th Annual 
Spooky Pooch Parade:

Top Dog Sponsor:
City of Lakewood
Dedicated Dog Sponsors:
Inn the Doghouse
Lakewood Public Library, Madi-

son Branch
Oktober’s
Pet’s General Store
Jacqueline Bon is the Marketing 

and Development Coordinator at the 
LakewoodAlive. She enjoys the people, 
places, and events that make Lakewood 
a uniquely beautiful community.

Back On The Streets Of Lakewood 
After Pandemic Pause

in person. That’s the reason it has been 
our hallmark for more than 100 years.”

While the organization is not yet 
back to knocking on doors, local con-
gregations have also resumed free 
in-person Bible studies along with per-
sonal visits to those who have invited 
them back to their homes.

“While we understand that the 
pandemic is not over, we are entering 
into a phase of learning to live with 
COVID,” said Robert Hendriks, U.S. 
spokesperson for Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
“We are sensitive to the risks that still 
face our communities and our volun-

teers, which is why we will not resume 
door-to-door ministry at this time.”

Mobile displays of Bible-based litera-
ture have been part of Jehovah’s Witnesses' 
public ministry in the U.S. since 2011. 
While “cart witnessing” began in large 
metropolitan areas around the world, the 
practice quickly spread to the tens of thou-
sands of smaller communities, becoming 
a fixture in rail and bus stations, airports, 
harbors and main streets.

To learn more about Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, their history, beliefs and activities, 
visit their official website jw.org, featuring 
content in more than 1,000 languages.
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They arrived late at night, 
when Lakewood least 

suspected the INVASION.

they lAY dormant on 
the streets. STALKING 

LAKEwOODites... 

waiting to 
spring to life. 

waiting to 
TAKE THEIR MONEY.

One day they 
weren't there. 

the next day they 
were everywhere.
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Call for an appointment for best service.
Free Private Parking. Check with Id or cash

Carabel Beauty Salon & Store

Follow Us On Facebook 
To See Accessories 
and New Ideas!

Full Service Salon For Females Of ALL Ages
Let's Have Fun Getting Ready To 
     Go Back To School
Ear Piercing, Haircuts, Hot Color Highlights.
Accessories to accent the natural beauty and
Art that is you! Bows in School Spirit Colors
Special prices for girls under 12
 10% off on Seniors Tuesdays 
   and Wednesdays

16506 Detroit Rd.   Lakewood, OH 44107

Are you facing a legal problem that impacts
Health? Housing? Family? Money? Employment?

Contact Legal Aid!
Browse legal information or apply for help 24/7 online: www.lasclev.org
Or, call 888.817.3777 during most business hours.

Legal Aid thanks the  
Healthy Lakewood Foundation 

for its outreach support!

We Treat You
           Like Family

216.731.9500

Ashleigh Vaccaro
Joe Vaccaro


