“A hattle lost or won is easily described, understood, and appreciated,
but the moral growth of a great nation requires reflection,
as well as observation, to appreciate it.” ~ Frederick Douglass
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For Those Who Served:

3

by Jim O’Bryan

On a cold and rainy day
Lakewoodites  gathered at
Lakewood Park for our annual
celebration of veterans and all
they have done for the country.

This year was special: for-
mer Lakewood Police detective
First Sergeant Patrick Foye was
the keynote speaker. Mr. Foye
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21 Gun Salute — Joint Veterans Honor Guard Rifle Squad.

was raised in Lakewood with
his six siblings and attended
Lakewood City Schools. He
served four and half years
Active Duty and the remainder
of his twenty-year career in the
United States Army Reserves.
First Sergeant Foye was
deployed to three continents
with service in Haiti, Bosnia,

Tower City Barbershop Chorus performs the National Anthem.

First Energ

Topiary

Since day one of the Observer, people have written us about trees
pruned by power companies to make ways for the wires. When
Lakewood was started there was no thought of all the lines that
would run near trees or through them. Jim Pohorence noticed this
one and pulled me aside one morning at Donut Kitchen. “No, it is
a complete circle around the wires.” He was right. Much like the
donut he enjoys with his coffee every morning, it has a hole in it!

hank You
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Charles Preto, St. Cyril and
Methodius CWV Post 579,
speaking with keynote speaker
Patrick Foye, First Sergeant,
United State Army Reserve,
(Retired).

and Afghanistan. He received
numerous awards over his mili-
tary career including the Army
Medal (WOC),
Joint Service Achievement Medal,
Army Commendation Medal,
Meritorious Service Medal, and
the Bronze Star Medal.

Mr. Foye graduated from
Kent State University with a

Achievement

Bachelor’s degree in Criminal
Justice Studies. He is a retired
Lakewood Police Officer hav-
ing served 26 years with the
Department, 11 of those years
as a detective. During his time
with the LPD, he held posi-
tions as a SWAT Team Member
& Leader, Field Training Offi-
cer, Traffic Crash Investigator,
Narcotics Detective, Evidence
Technician, and a Latent Print
Examiner. He currently serves
as a School Resource Offi-
cer with the Westlake Police
Department.

Correction For
Seventh Day
Adventist Church
Blood Drive

In the last issue, Volume
18, Issue 21, we mistakenly
printed the wrong advertise-
ment for the Lakewood Seventh
Day Adventist Blood Drive.

The Blood Drive this
month is taking place on
November 26th between 10a.m.
and 4 p.m. at 1382 Arthur. The
need is constant, please give the
gift of life.
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Number one was this house on Bonnieview. To see all the winners
turn to pages 6 and 7. Go online at lakewoodobserver.com to see
all the nominated homes.
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Make healthy chef-inspired
recipes at home

Lakewood Community Services
Center Launches A La Cart

by Trish Rooney

On Tuesday November 22
at 2:00pm celebrity chef Matt
Fish, chef/owner of Melt Bar
and Grilled, will present a live
cooking demo at Cove Commu-
nity Center featuring his famous
Roasted Garlic Tomato Soup
— easy to prepare, healthy and
delicious! The demo, just the
first in a series, is open to all - no
registration is required — and is
FREE to anyone participating.

“We are so fortunate to
have Lakewood chefs eager
to give of their time and their
talent,” said Trish Rooney,
executive director of LCSC.
“And to have the City of
Lakewood Department of
Human Services so eager to
host them at the new and beau-
tiful Cove Community Center
is just fantastic.” Each partici-

pant will have the chance to
sample the dishes and can take
home the recipes so that they
can make them at home.

Chefs will prepare their
recipes on the Charlie Cart,
a self-contained completely
portable kitchen that is being
used at over 325 sites in the US
today. The sites include fam-
ers markets, K-12 schools, food
pantries, libraries, and hospi-
tals throughout the country.
Chef Rocco Whalen of Trem-
ont’s Fahrenheit restaurant has
been delivering cooking pro-
grams using the three Charlie
Carts purchased in 2019 by the
Cuyahoga Public Library and
it was Chef Whalen who intro-
duced LCSC to this amazing
kitchen. To learn more, go to

continued on page 11
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THE MAYOR’S CORNER

Lakewood’s Innovative Integrated Wet Weather

Improvement Plan

One thing we all love about
Lakewood is the charming, historic char-
acter of our city —but we also understand
that with age comes an increased need for
upgrades, repairs, and maintenance. And
these things can be costly. Unfortunately,
when it comes to our infrastructure,
Lakewood is currently facing the chal-
lenge of having water and sewer systems
that are over a century old.

You may have read or seen the
news about the needed repairs for the
sewer system infrastructure. However,
this is not new. The City of Lakewood
has been working on addressing these
challenges for well over a decade — per-
forming research and analysis, engaging
in innovative planning, and working
hand-in-hand with the US EPA to come

up with an approach to address over-
flows of our sewer lines during storm
events. This month, we were pleased to
announce that the City had entered into
a partial consent decree with the federal
government that formalizes elements
of the City’s Integrated Wet Weather
Improvement Plan (IWWIP), which
was adopted by the City in early 2019.
Lakewood is the first place in Ohio
to adopt an Integrated Wet Weather
Improvement Plan (IWWIP). We also
were able to convince the EPA that our
IWWIP was the best way to address
the problems we are facing. In fact, the
terms of the consent decree are based
on Lakewood’s own plan — so rather
than the EPA dictating terms of what
will happen, the City was able to come

The YMCA’s “Thanks
For Giving” Campaign

by Ellie Kuhen

As an organization with the mis-
sion of serving the local community,
the YMCA of Greater Cleveland is com-
mitted to giving back this Thanksgiving
season. The “Thanks for Giving” cam-
paign is aimed at gathering hygiene
products to help those who are homeless.

For the entire month of November,
the Lakewood Family YMCA is offering
ano-joiner fee promotion to people who
donate hygiene products upon their reg-
istration for a Y membership.

One of the hardest things to deal
with when one doesn’t have a home is
keeping up with their personal hygiene.
Without regular access to a shower, a

L ROUND THE

available for |
parties &
fundraisers

bath, a sink, or even basic toiletries,
hygiene can easily fall by the wayside.
And this problem goes deeper than just
how someone smells or feels. Not hav-
ing proper access to hygienic products
can lead to illnesses and diseases that
will make life even more difficult.
Some of the hygiene products the
YMCA is collecting are:
+ Shampoo and conditioner
Toothpaste and toothbrushes
+ Hairbrushes
+ Soap
+ Lotions
+ Feminine hygiene products
The Lakewood Family YMCA is
located at 16915 Detroit Avenue.
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by Mayor Meghan George

up with its own approach that suits
our unique system and needs. That
is highly uncommon and shows that
Lakewood is a leader in this area.

As part of the consent decree,
the City has formalized its previously
planned investment of $86 million
in sewer improvement projects. Last
year, the City committed $25 million
in American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
dollars to its efforts to achieve the
IWWIP, which will help address the
costs related to the consent decree.
The City has also agreed to pay a mod-
est civil penalty for this type of case
of $100,000. For comparison sake,
the City of Elyria just entered a simi-
lar agreement with the EPA, and the
fine involved is two times the amount
Lakewood must pay. While we would
have preferred no fine, the law man-

dates we had to pay something, and we
believe that our comparatively low fine
shows that Lakewood’s innovative and
cooperative approach to solving these
problems was recognized by the EPA.
By implementing our IWWIP
and the consent decree, Lakewood is
finally addressing a problem that has
exposed our city and ratepayers to
liability for many years. By moving
forward, we will protect the waters of
both the Rocky River and Lake Erie
while bringing our city into compli-
ance with state and federal law. This is
another important step that improves
the local environment and shields the
ratepayers of Lakewood from exposure
to daily fines from the federal govern-
ment in the future. My administration
will continue to keep you informed on
this major project as it is implemented.

LAKEWOOD
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CITY OF LAKEWOOD

Dear Residents Of Lakewood And Members Of
Lakewood City Council

by Meghan George, Mayor
City of Lakewood

It is again my privilege to present
you with the City of Lakewood’s 2023
proposed balanced budget, reflecting
our community vision, values, and
priorities while also remaining fis-
cally responsible in our operations and
objectives. We enter 2023 maintaining
a strong financial position and enjoying
an excellent Aa2 Moody’s bond rating.
I remain confident that we will work
through the financial challenges that
the 2023 economy will likely present
while continuing to provide residents
with first-class services and transfor-
mative projects and initiatives in 2023:

Public Infrastructure and En-
vironmental Interventions
Interceptor Tunnel Project: The City
will begin a massive project on its main,
100-year-old 3.6-mile artery of sanitary
sewer pipe that flows across northern
Lakewood before going south to the City’s
wastewater treatment plant. We are clean-
ing, repairing, and “sliplining” the pipe,
while also adding access maintenance
shafts. This project is part of the City’s
multi-year plan for stormwater manage-
ment compliance with the federal Clean
Water Act. The City is dedicating $25 mil-

lion in American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
funds to keep costs as reasonable as pos-
sible for our utility rate payers.

Parks & Public Spaces

Foster Pool: Construction con-
tinues at Foster Pool to realize the
community vision developed from
extensive community input in the rede-
sign of this beloved Lakewood asset.
It’s a project that will resolve long-term
maintenance issues including severe
water loss from leakage, while also
incorporating new features that create a
more useful and friendly environment
for people of all ages and abilities.

Parks & Fields: At Lakewood
Park, the City will upgrade and expand
the heavily used skate park and make
major upgrades and address mainte-
nance at Lakefront Field as the ballfield
management program continues. Vari-
ous capital projects will also take place
at Kauffman, Merl, and Niagara Parks.

Public Safety and Energy Ef-
ficiency

Alternative Energy Vehicles: The
City continues to replace older, less effi-
cient combustion engine models with
hybrid police vehicles that enjoy sig-

Foster Pool Improvements
Are Underway

The Foster Pool Improvements project is well underway. The demolition is complete
and underground utilities are currently being installed. The new pool layout is
starting to take shape with the foundations, buttresses, and the pool walls being
constructed under ideal weather conditions.

[Featlersirpalihai:
Nickie J.
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nificant fuel savings and come with a
generous warranty that dramatically
reduces maintenance costs. Additionally,
the City is strategically targeting certain
vehicle replacement candidates for its all-
electric vehicles as our fleet of alternative
energy vehicles continues to diversify.
Fire and Police Equipment: The
Ohio Emergency Management Agency
has awarded Lakewood nearly $250,000
for necessary upgrades to our police and
fire radio equipment. We will use over
$1 million in ARPA funds to backfill the
remaining costs of this important proj-
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ect that helps keep our community safe
and our local taxes as low as possible. In
addition, vital dollars are being dedi-
cated to increasing our citywide safety
camera program to both deter and help
solve crimes occurring in Lakewood.

I close with special thanks to the
City’s award-winning finance team
and senior departmental staff who
worked collaboratively in creating a
budget that makes a difference in the
lives of all Lakewood residents. I look
forward to continuing to provide supe-
rior public service to our residents
as we modernize and transform our
vibrant and dynamic community.

Sincerely,

Meghan F. George

Mayor & Safety Director

5 Great Reasons To Call Us
1. CONVENIENCE..WE'LL SEE YOU IMMEDIATELY AND FIX YOUR PHI]BI._EM.

2. PRICE..WE'RE AFFORDABLE AND WE WORK WITH YOUR INSURANCE.

3. TIME..WE KNOW YOUR TIME IS VALUABLE, WE DON'T KEEP YOU WAITING.

4. FEAR..NO NEED TO WORRY ABOUT PAIN, OUR WORK IS DONE COMFORTABLY.

5. OUR PROMISE_.WE STAND BEHIND ALL THE WORK WE DO.

CALL AND MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Woeks
éiﬂm
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for State Senate 23

Paid for by Friends of Nickie ]. Antonio, Jean Kosmac Treasurer, 1305 Belle Ave,, Lakewood, Ohio 44107
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LAKEWOOD PUBLIC LIBRARY
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1382 Arthur Avenue, Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Behind Taco Bell. Enter through school glass doors. Ring doorbell.

Community Service Center

Shop our aisles for FREE gently-used adult & children's
clothing, shoes, household items, books, videos and more.

New Center hours: Tuesday mornings 10:30 am - Noon
Thursday evenings 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Please bring own bags.

https://lakewoodoh.adventistchurch.org/

Lakewood’s #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

ight

Lakewood

Quality Painting.

THAT’S ALL WE DO!

Children’s And Youth
Services Programs

by Jeffrey Siebert
Celebrate! Paper Flower Crowns

Main Library- Tuesday, December 6, 2022, 4:00pm - 5:00pm

Madison Branch- Thursday, December 8, 2022, 4:00pm - 5:00pm

For Students in First through Sixth Grades.

This is the season for celebrations. Get in a festive mood and crown yourself
with a beautiful crown made of paper flowers that you make yourself. Paper flower
crowns are called vinok in Ukraine and include streamers falling off the back of
the crown. Your own paper flower garland to wear around your head, including
streamers, will put you in a festive mood. Registration is required. Register online
at lakewoodpubliclibrary.org/youth or call (216) 226-8275, ext. 140.

Smiling Sunflowers for Little Ones

Main Library- Wednesday, December 7, 2022, 10:30am - 11:15am

Madison Branch- Thursday, December 8, 2022, 10:30am - 11:15am,

For You and Your 2-to-6-Year-Old Child

Listen to a story about Sunflowers and help the Library grow a sunflower
(paper) garden. The Library will create a garden inside of the Library as a visual
tribute to Ukrainian people. Sunflowers are a Ukrainian symbol of peace. Create
one sunflower for the Library’s sunflower garden and one to take home. This simple
sunflower craft will brighten your day! Registration is required. Register online at
lakewoodpubliclibrary.org/youth or call (216) 226-8275, ext. 140.

Family Weekend Wonders

Main Library- Fridays and Saturdays at 10:30 a.m.

Madison Branch- Fridays at 10:30 a.m.

Looking for weekend entertainment for the whole family? Look no further!
Drop in to the Library's special weekend story time. Your whole family will enjoy
these programs full of enthusiastic stories, engaging activities, entertaining music
and clever crafts. Family Weekend Wonders Drop-In Story Time is offered every
weekend throughout the year and features a different theme each week to keep
things engaging. No registration is required.

Saturday, December 3 from 4-8 p.m.

? Downtown Lakewood

Presented by LakewoodAlive:

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

HIXSON’S

Uhm s lnrgest Collection 0f Hand Made Christmas Ornaments

Some of our new ornaments for 2022, new arrivals daily!

Hixson' Candy Counter
% /-‘/( . ‘ ¥ e

.l

LakewoodAlive.org/LightUpLakewood
Title Sponsor: First Federal Lakewood

9-11, Never Forget Memorial
Ornumeul__{l.hnigpd quantities)

Teﬂs The Weather!

-
;| HOURS
A8 5 TUESDAY — SATURDAY
-—m@f 10:00 AM — 8:00 PM
_ . SATURDAY 10-6
SUNDAY - 12 -5

14125 DETROIT AVE., LAKEWOOD OHIO + 1.216.521.9277

Celebrating Over 17 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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Lakewood School District Hosting

Ranger Runner Earns

All-Ohio

by Christine Gordillo

Congratulations to Lakewood High
cross country runners Luka Bork and
Charlie Payne, who competed in the Divi-
sion 1 State Championship Meet on Nov. 5.

Luka finished 12th overall and
earned All-Ohio status with his finish
of 15:27. Charlie finished 46th out of a
field of 180 with a time of 16:27. The two
earned a place at the State Meet thanks to
their performances at Regionals a week
earlier. Luke, a junior, earned fourth
place at Regionals and Charlie, also a
junior, finished in 28th. Ranger Josie
Kavc also earned a spot at Regionals.

Congratulations to these out-
standing athletes along with their
coaches, Charlie Moore (boys coach)
and Adam Swiat (girls coach).

Runners Charlie Payne (left) and
Luka Bork.

Lakewood High School Girls Soccer Has
Strongest Showing In Recent History

by Ted Nagel

The LHS Girls Soccer Team ended
one of its most successful seasons with
a 12-5 record and a first place finish
in the Great Lakes Conference East
Division. The team was led by a tal-
ented group of senior captains in Sam
Hudak, Mallory Zavatchen, Lauren
Barber and Annette Doren. Although
the season ended in a miserable, rainy,
windy loss to Rocky River in the Con-
ference Finals game, the girls and their
fans had many happy memories to
bring with them moving forward in
their lives.

The season opened with an epic
come-from-behind victory against
local rival and perennial powerhouse
Westlake. With the final goal crossing
the goal line as the buzzer sounded,
Mallory Zavatchen closed out the win
with her second goal of the game, for
a 4-3 win as the student body stormed
the field celebrating with the team.
Another highlight included a 3-2 win
against last year's East Division Cham-
pions Buckeye. The team was led by
Mallory Zavatchen's 30 points and 12
goals, followed closely by fellow Senior
Captain Annette Doren with 26 points

and 10 goals. The future also looks
bright as the next two high scorers were
Sophomore Helen Fraunfelder with 16
points and 7 goals and freshman Wil-
low Trapp with 14 points and 6 goals.

The team would not be where they
are without a strong defense led by
Great Lakes Conference Goal Keeper
of the Year Lauren Barber who in the
course of her four-year career will hold
every goal-keeping record at Lakewood.
Lauren had Senior two-time Captain
Sam Hudak in front of her at Center
Back. Lauren and Sam were joined by
Mallory and Annette as 1st Team All
Conference players. Lauren was also
First Team All Greater Cleveland and
Mallory was 2nd Team all Greater
Cleveland, both of whom were invited
to participate in the Greater Cleveland
All Star Game to be played on Novem-
ber 19th. The other seniors who led
this team are Clare McKay, Clare Mor-
rissey, Ava Carroll, Grace Hildebrandt,
Belle Orlando, Rose Lipka, Sophie
Craciun, Abigail Marsh and Paw Say
Htoo. Congratulations on a great year
ladies and Go Rangers!

Ted Nagel is the Lakewood High
School Girls Varsity Soccer Coach.

Seniors Holiday Breakfast

by Christine Gordillo

The Lakewood City Schools' tra-
dition of holding a holiday breakfast
for our community's senior citizens
returns after a three-year hiatus! The
event will happen on Tuesday, Dec. 13
at 9 am at Hayes Elementary School.

Guests will hear from Superin-
tendent Maggie Niedzwiecki with an
update on District developments of
note and also enjoy some holiday enter-
tainment from our Hayes students.

There is no cost for the breakfast,
but RSVPs are required. Please call 216-
529-4074 or email christine.gordillo@
lakewoodcityschools.org to reserve your
spot! The deadline to RSVP is Dec. 7.
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anrmnmmmeofmcmu At Romnn Fountain you can find all your favorntes:
well-known and loved pizzeria in ;
Lakewood, Olio. Roman Fountain bas F
been serving up pizzn since the mid 1950° £ Fial N 5“!""‘
with award winning pizea, calzone, s Calzones =  Wings
stromboli, subs, pasta, wings. and salods. e  Stromboli =  Appelizers
Wihether carryoul or dehivery, we provide * S“hﬂ‘ = D“'m
vour family with the freshest of toppings s+ Pasta * Dinners
{over 25 to choose from) on our pizea. With : . =t
dongh and ssuce mada daily froem ot own (0 BEC I IS O SOV Dt i (0
recipe and freshly grated hlm_d of nmmlh Or stop by at
& provolone cheese, we provide s great pizza 15603 Detrait Ave
for you and your family Near the comer of Lakeland Ave

Call us at 216-221-6633

)

Learn to be
stigma free.

adamhscc.org/stigmafree

ADAMHS

BOARD OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY
ALCOHOL, DRUG ADDICTION & MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

Celebrating Over 17 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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HALLOWEEN CONTEST WINNERS
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=D o 18514 Detroit Avenue
Aoy I\ Lakewood, Ohio 44107
£37+ | s \<)\phone:216.521.7684
VA fax: 216-521-9518

peraltion

Tuesday - Wednesday
4:00 PM — 2:30 AM

Thursday & Friday
11:30 AM — 2:30 AM b
Saturday Sunday é o s
11:00 AM - 2:30 AM 10:00 AM - 2:30 AM (e
OUR FAMOUS WEEKEND BRUNCH 2wl
Saturday 11:00 AM — 2:00 PM Fe gt -

Sunday 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM Sixth Place - 17623 Cannon
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HALLOWEEN CONTEST WINNERS

Tenth Place - 1325 Giel

Welcome back to India Garden!

We will be serving Best Indian Cuisine Lunch Buffet.

OPEN DAILY

Mon — Fri 11:20 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Sat — Sun 12:00 — 3:00 p.m.

Spice your week with ui'

Reservation Highly Recommended: 216.221.0676

18405 Detroit Road

www.IndiaGardenCleveland.com

Eighth Place - 1668 Onondaga

Congratulations Winners
Next Up Holiday Lighting Contest
by Debra O’Bryan tl"‘f!’#‘f\f"f

Thank you to all who decorated — " Just test end
. . . ust as one contest en s,
their homes this Halloween, it seemed >

NIy FNTNFNTY N

like more than in previous years. anotl;: sta]r:[(s)on]_ll)elc-.dlst. T L
Almost every street had something & € onday - Lights
. #ing Contest. We are looking for
spooky going on. Thank you to all who . i >
nominated and voted. A BIG thank you e
' . @, displays. From one string of lights
to our sponsors who donated gift cer- ¥ the ¢ "y
tificates for prizes: Woodstock BBQ, "' oover. .e SRR ran space.
West End Tavern, India Garden, The SRR B
> o - .
Root Cafe, and Haircuts for Females of " e tl.lome; yo'u :h{[r}llk deieiﬁe
All Ages by Carabel Beauty Salon. o CnOn. ominale them at the
If your home is on these pages, + Daily Question on our home page
please  contact the  Lakewood ﬂ' at:la\l;ext/‘.loodobserve.r.cct)n;h
Observer to arrange a time to “- a1 oting on nom];na 621 omes
drop off your prize(s). Email: Wi commence on Dec. 21, an
. the winners will be announced s
production@lakewoodobserver.com
or call 216-339-2531 o before December 30, 2022.
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KITCHEN HOURS
MONDAY — THURSDAY —4prpM—10PM
FRIDAY — 4pv—11PM
SATURDAY — 12PM—11PM
SUNDAY — 12PM—9PM
BAR IS OPEN LATER...

HAPPY HOUR MONDAY — FRIDAY 4 PM — 7 PM

13362 MADISON AVE.

LAKEwWOOD, OHIO + (216) 226-8828

Celebrating Over 17 Years of Free Speech and Intellectual Diversity in Lakewood, Ohio: www.lakewoodobserver.com
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LAKEWOOD IS ART

All Over The Place:

Reviews Of Recent Releases By Local Bands, Pt. 128

by Buzz Kompier

Joey Nix - Another Way To Do It
- Just Because Records - 15 songs - LP,
digital

This is my third time around with
this record— I had the cassette two years
ago and I had the CDr two years before
that (it was called “Hardcore Bedtime”
back then and was missing a song or two,
as I recall). I think I've only reviewed it
once before, but who knows. In any case,
I am totally happy to review it again and
elated it’s finally really out (the cassette was
fine but unavailable to purchase anywhere
that I could find; the CD I think Joey may
have just given out to people at shows)
because it is a very, very good album.
Joey’s thing is a sort of lo-fi power pop
with garage-y leanings, but differs from
a lot of music in this category because it
all seems very acoustic guitar-heavy, even
when it’s with electric guitar. This is not
the best way of explaining this but I hope
it gets the point across that there’s some-
thing special going on here. “Souled At 17”
is a great opener where you immediately
get an idea of what a good songwriter Joey
is (and he can really sing, too— perhaps
it isn’t as immediately noticeable as it was
in Shitbox Jimmy, but you can still tell).
Things get strange on track two, “Purple
Peet” with a bass that plays one note the
whole song (giving it an unsettling inten-
sity) and some semi-tuned violin (or viola,
not sure) which is immediately remi-
niscent of “Blimps Go 90” by Guided By
Voices, who I would have to assume are
an influence here in more ways than one. I
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famously rarely have any clue what Joey is
singing (see previous reviews) and when I
can make it out I don’t really know what it
means but I love the line “the hole I'm fill-
ing I dug up this morning” in “Jousting.”
“Misty Green Car,” “Milkstand,” and
“Machine: Baloo Song” each have in their
own different ways some kind of resem-
blance to the Kinks— it’s a good trick to
be able to make someone think of Ray
Davies in multiple styles. I would have to
assume that Joey likes the Kinks and the
Beatles quite a bit (he and his band did
“Ticket To Ride” at the release show and
it was incredible) and the slower parts on
“Machine” sound like if a Big Star record
were recorded and produced like a Bill Fox
record. Hey, maybe that’s not too far off. I
love “Small Reward,” which is like power
pop here but was more psychedelic live
and the vocal delivery is especially good
here, like on the lines “it must be hard to
have everything, to have everything” and
“without the cash, where would you be?
Stocking cans in a pet store!” The way

“u“Z'oi ?155?
Y .

Fresh Authentic Italian Cuisine
Pizza = Pasta « Sandwiches = Salads « Wings

SLeaving Chfome

Since 1990 - 31 Years in Business!
Now Serving 4 Locations!
Lakewood, Cleveland, Akron,

Delivery till 1Tam

OPEN: and Parma
L)
Monday - Thursday PIZZA Small Medium Large Party Tray
4 -3 6cut9”  8cut12" 12cut16"  Half Sheet
pm am Plain $7.50 $9.00 $12.00 $13.00
H H 1 Item $8.00 $9.75 $13.00 $14.50
De/lvery tl” 3am 2 Items $8.50 $10.50 $14.00 $16.00
. 3items $9.00 $11.25 $15.00 $17.50
Frlday -Satu rday 4 ltems $9.50 $12.00 $16.00 $19.00
4 3.30 Deluxe $10.00 $12.75 $17.00 $20.50
pm-J3: Extra Items $1.00 §125 §2.00 §2.50
i i . Chicken $2.00 $2.50 $3.50 $4.50
Delivery till 3:15 - —
Special Toppings $1.50 $2.00 $3.00 $4.00
Sll I’Iday Available items: Pepperoni, Sausage, Mushrooms, Onion, Green & Red Bell Peppers,
2 m- 1 am Anchovies, Ham, Bacon, Fresh Garlic, Black Olives, Hot Peppers, Ground Beef, Pineapple,
p Jalapefio Peppers Special Toppings: Artichoke Hearts, Fresh Tomato, Broccoli, and *Chicken

17615 Detroit Avenue - 216-228-2900 nunziospizza.net

Residential / Commercial
Lakewood Resident

KELLERWVILI

AMS

TROY BRATZ

Real Estate Agent

216.702.2196 @ TroyBratz@KW.com
o ) @TroyBratzZKW

KW ELEVATE

SELL now for top dollar
45 BUY for your future
€ INVEST in the community

the third guitar comes in with these big
power chords is a total Paul Westerberg
move. “Bugs And Bob” feels the most out-
wardly power poppin’ of all of these and
I think it’s because the drums are a little
more forceful. It also has some really good
little guitar leads and a great bass part (for
arecord that would probably by most peo-
ple be considered lo-fi and that at times
sounds a little ramshackle, all the arrange-
ments and production moves definitely
show real thought put into them— Joey
(and co-conspirator Jared Phillips, the
other major contributor to this record)
certainly understand the importance of
dynamics). Yes, maybe I should hate “DJ
Man” because it’s a novelty, but it’s too
charming. I think Joey’s doing a German
accent? Not sure. “Nixx Shuffle” is spooky,
not just in instrumentation but in the
lyrics I can pick up. A lost guitar solo wan-
ders in for a moment and then disappears
again. Musically, there are certainly some
GBYV tricks here (also note the abrupt GBV
fade on “Jousting”). I guess one would call
“Bricks” a ballad— great melody and “ooh
la la” backing vocals. “Fly’s Place” returns

us to the Kinks Kamp with some Chilton
moves sprinkled in. 'm sure I already said
this in my original review but I love “Jobs” a
lot—it’s such a sweet little song and hits me
emotionally the same way certain Donovan
songs do. Nice harmonica, too. “Trust?” is
a good driving power pop song (good gui-
tar leads and backing vocals again) with a
great two-part bridge, first where it builds
up and gets loud and then when it hits the
key change and the guitar lead follows the
vocal melody— brilliant. I think “Shiny
Wheels” is a perfect moody closer where
Joey’s murmured, mumbled vocals fit per-
fectly and once again I'm reminded a lot
of solo Paul Westerberg at his best. Maybe
this is just a record that’s geared towards
my sensibilities anyway, but I think it’s fan-
tastic. People should hear this and I'm glad
more people will get a chance to now. 5/5

(justbecauserecords.bandcamp.
com)

Are you a local-ish band? Do
you have a record out? Email vague-
lythreatening@gmail.com or send
it directly to the Observer: PO Box
770203, Lakewood, OH 44107.

Legal Aid Will Host Annual Meeting
With Keynote Remarks From
Dr. Henry Louis Gates, Jr.

by Tonya Sams

Lakewood Resident,
Leslie Gentile, Esquire,
To Receive 2022
Community Impact Award

The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland
will host its 117th Annual Meeting on
Friday, December 2, 2022 at 2:00 p.m.
at the Renaissance Hotel in downtown
Cleveland. Legal Aid’s annual event
will highlight hope, extend gratitude,
and provide updates on high-impact
community partnerships and initia-
tives. Additionally, Legal Aid leaders
will unveil the organization’s new stra-
tegic plan.

Dr. Henry Louis Gates, Jr. will share
reflections on Legal Aid’s work to promote
fairness, racial equity, and social justice.
Dr. Gates is the Alphonse Fletcher Univer-
sity Professor and Director of the Hutchins
Center for African & African Ameri-
can Research at Harvard University. As
an Emmy and Peabody Award-winning
filmmaker, Dr. Gates has produced and
hosted more than 20 documentary films,
most recently "The Black Church" on PBS
and "Black Art: In the Absence of Light"
for HBO. His groundbreaking genealogy
series, "Finding Your Roots," has been on
PBS for eight seasons.

Dr. Gates joins a distinguished
list of past Legal Aid keynote speakers,
including U.S. Supreme Court Associate
Justice Sonia Sotomayor, U.S. Senator
Sherrod Brown, and most recently, U.S.
Attor- ney General Merrick Garland,
who have highlighted the importance of
civil legal aid at past events.

Legal Aid’s Annual Meeting is a
chance for philanthropists, community
members, nonprofit organizations, and

business leaders to gather and reflect
on Legal Aid’s accomplishments over
the past year, as well as learn about
bold new initiatives and plans for the
year ahead.

Awards will be presented to out-
standing employees, volunteers, and
community organizations who demon-
strate profound support for Legal Aid’s
mission including Lakewood resident,
Leslie Gentile, Esq. Gentile will receive
the 2022 Community Impact Award.
This award is presented to recognize
individual(s) or group(s) who have
made a mark for outstanding participa-
tion or critical involvement that ensured
success for a client, client community,
or project. Gentile, in her nearly three
decades of volunteer work, has used her
knowledge to develop Legal Aid’s pro se
divorce project in Lorain County and to
participate in Legal Aid clinics.

Founded in 1905, The Legal Aid
Society of Cleveland is the fifth oldest
legal aid organization in the United States.
Serving residents of Ashtabula, Cuyahoga,
Geauga, Lake, and Lorain counties, Legal
Aid staff and volunteers secure justice and
resolve fundamental problems for those
who have low incomes and are vulnerable
by providing high-quality legal services
and working for systemic solutions.

Visit lasclev.org/2022Event  for
more details and to purchase Annual
Meeting tickets.

Do you need assistance with a legal
civil matter? Legal Aid maybe able to
help. Call 888-817-3777 or visit lasclev.
org/contact for more information.

Tonya Sams is the Development
and Communications Assistant at The
Legal Aid Society of Cleveland.
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LAKEWOOD SERVICES OBSERVED

Director Roman Ducu
Wins Award,
Announces Retirement

by Jim O'Bryan

It was my pleasure a couple weeks
ago to sit down and spend some time
with Roman Ducu, Director of Public
Works. He had just won the 2021 Clyde
“Butch” Seidle Public Works Servant
Leader Award, basically the Oscar for
public service employees. It was nice to
hear that a good guy had won. After all,
it is the hottest seat in public service.
Everyone has an opinion about streets,
garbage collection, parks, etc. It's not a
job where one can hide from the public
to get by. Which is fine, as that is not
how Roman Ducu rolls.

Roman started with the City
of Lakewood as a part-time laborer.
Thirty-one years later he heads the
department. He arrived at the top seat
just as COVID happened. Talk about
trial by fire: between shutdowns, test-
ing, mandates, sick leave spread over
the 8 divisions he managed, he was
able with his managers to bring a bit of
normalcy to both the city and the 108
employees under him.

Roman is a buck stops here kind
of guy, which is good as he is often
the person people in the city want to
hear from most. Because he grew into
the job, he carries the responsibilities
as well as the talent and background
to coordinate Public Works and capi-
tal improvement projects, reviewing
equipment defects, prioritizing repairs,
and selecting and managing suppliers
or contractors and costs.

Mr. Ducu also holds a Class A
Commercial Driver’s license, cleared all
the way up to a tanker truck, a motor-
cycle license, and is close to obtaining
his private helicopter license, and can
legally operate a drone as certified by
the FAA.

A
CELEBRATING

O’Nell
Healthcare

LAKEWOOD
1381 Bunts Rd | ONeillHC.com

Roman Ducu, Director of Public Works
for the City of Lakewood.

Currently he is proudest of the
city sidewalk replacement program. As
Roman points out, in a city that adver-
tises itself as the most walkable city in
the area, we better have safe sidewalks
for the walking. In fact, businesses in
Lakewood would die if everyone had to
drive to get there.

The other thing he is most proud
of is his crews, managers and employ-
ees. When I asked about the award, he
didn't want to say anything. Then he
called and said, if we talk about the
crews, and allowed them to be high-
lighted, he would spend the time and
talk.

After I had spent some time with
Roman, and saw first hand the crews
he is so proud of, he turned to me and
said that he will be retiring in the early
months of 2023.

Thanks for your time, knowledge,
and effort. Now go have fun, you've
earned it.

e Delicious, home cooked meals
e Individual care plans designed for senior
safety

e Independent Living available

e Hospice Care

e Full calendar of social event and activities
year round

Please contact Kassidy Kacsmarik at (216)-912-0800 or aldir.lw@oneillhc.com

Bay Village | Fairview Park | Lakewood | Middleburg Heights | North Olmsted | North Ridgeville
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LAKEWOOD SPOTLIGHT

Barbara's Bests (Part Two)

Lion And Blue

by Barbara Raymond

When friends visit from out of
town I always take them to Lion and
Blue, a Lakewood landmark that
has something for everyone, and a
lot of heart. “It was our first baby,”
co-owner Tina Dolatowski says.

She and her husband Michael
opened it in 1996, less than one year
after they married. (They went on
to have two human children, Cal-
vin and Esther). “When we married
each other we married our talents. I
previously had a shop in the Arcade,
and was good at managing. Michael
had worked for a jeweler, and was a
jeweler himself.”

The result? A store that sells
(obviously) jewelry, but also cloth-
ing, Birkenstocks, candles, books,

essential oils, decorative mir-
rors, incense, beautiful Turkish
lamps, cards, journals, musical

instruments and more: “a world of
treasures,” says Tina. Michael crafts
jewelry, including wedding rings,
to order, and also repairs and re-
designs pieces.

Most of the other items sold
in Lion and Blue are certified fair
trade and crafted by indigenous
people from all over the world. I’ve
given many of these objects as gifts.

an
'gve%etarian
Skitchen
l"'"

™

216.226.4401

lakewood,ohioOya
wwwe.theroot-cafe.com

the Root cafe
15118 detroit ave™

Michael and Tina Dolatowski,
Lion and Blue, 15106 Detroit

And my granddaughters love choos-
ing from the assortment of tiny
hand-carved “spirit animals,” each
of which is said to represent certain
talents and traits.

The store’s name, like some
of its items, is whimsical, and was
inspired by a beautifully illustrated
book of the same name that Tina
gave Michael shortly after they met.
It’s a story about a lion who searches
for, and finds, a beautiful blue Bra-
zilian butterfly he loves.

Lion and Blue’s eclecticism and
charm make it perfect for Lakewood.
Tina says that her favor- ite things
about our city are its sense of commu-
nity and acceptance of everyone. Lion
and Blue is wel- coming too, and, with
its hundreds of colorful and beautiful
objects, seems its own little world, a
restful place. “It’s a peaceful environ-
ment I get to come into every day, a
sanc- tuary,” says Tina. “I just relax and
enjoy the vibe.”

Lion and Blueis at 15106 Detroit Ave.

Barbara Raymond is a Lakewood
resident and author of nonfiction
book, "The Baby Thief: The Untold
Story of Georgia Tann, the Baby
Seller Who Corrupted Adoption."

HOME ALONE
PET SITTING, INC

In Home Pet Care
While You Are Away
Experienced
Veterinarian Technician
Bonded & Insured
216-548-1543
dimhokin@gmail.com
homealonepetsittinginc.com

Cleveland Vegan

by Pebbles Brown

I decided to stop by Cleveland Vegan
for dinner, and I am oh so glad I did! The
food was flavorsome, and the customer
service was exceptional. Although I usu-
ally order the Classic Gyro or the Fried
Chicken Sandwich with fries, I decided
to boldly step outside my comfort zone
on this particular day. (To my fellow cau-
tious restaurant-goers who always order
their tried-and-true dishes when dining
at a familiar establishment, you know
just how brave this was! But it paid off.)
I asked the waitress about her personal
recommendations, and she enthusiasti-
cally informed me of her favorites as well
as some staff picks.

Per her advice, I enjoyed quite a few
new dishes. Among them was the Gar-
lic Parmesan Brussel Sprouts, which
perfectly balanced the tang from the
garlic parmesan with the bitterness of
the vegetable. The Lobster Roll, served
cold, also boasted the distinctly sweet
taste of fresh crab. This roll paired sur-
prisingly well with the Loaded Nachos,
which were deliciously smothered in
cashew cheese, tofu, and other goodies.

I ordered some new drinks to pair
with these delectable dishes as well.
I usually get the Blueberry Breakfast
Smoothie, but I thought, why not mix
it up? The Creamy Strawberry and
Banana Smoothie was indeed creamy,
which we all know is hard to achieve
with vegan ingredients! I also sampled a
Chocolate Charge-Up Smoothie, which
contained a tasty blend of chocolate,
banana, and espresso.

Of course, I had to round out this meal
with the perfect dessert: The Chocolate

W,

Cupcake. This cupcake was mouthwater-
ing with sweet, lavender-colored frosting
and a cookie crumble topping. I'll be add-
ing this to my usual order!

Overall, my experience at Cleve-
land Vegan was lovely. It wasn’t too
crowded inside, and the large windows
provided lots of natural light, which I
love. The space was also very clean. The
atmosphere truly added to the dining
experience. They even have a Thanks-
giving Catering Menu, from which I
will definitely be ordering my Thanks-
giving meal this year!

Cleveland Vegan is at 17112
Detroit Avenue 216-221-0201

Pebbles Brown is a foodie who is
excited to share the things that inter-
est her the most- Culture and Food.
She hopes that as you follow along with
her journey, she will spark your excite-
ment and help you nurture your own
passions and projects, whether that be
food and culture, or something else.
All her content is entirely unique to
her thoughts and experiences, and she
hopes you enjoy what she has to say.

American
~/ Red Cross

Laommunity of i.;"-'lli:._!

1382 Arthur Avenue, Lakewood, OH 44107 (enter through school glass doors)
Please park in Kaufmann Park lot

Be a part of-+he EEIUCEN

November 26, 2022
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. |
GIVE THANKS! GIVE LIFE!

bfum'u? caunle.

% Seventh-day

Adventist Church
A | KEWO0D

Schedule an appointment on-line, call or download the Red Cross Blood Donor App

redcrossblood.org | 1-800-RED CROSS

The need is constant. The gratification is instant. Give blood.

Due to COVID-19, Face mask is optional.

Lakewood #1 Community Agency §

ST oWer Ing,

ot

e

e Tp

Home, A '.I'..i.-.'a'. Commercial, Rental, Life

& 216/663-7777

Call us today for a free consultation! You'll be THANKFUL
to know that we look out for vour best interests; we

know the facts so you can rest assured that you'll have
the right coverage for your personalized policy!
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LAKEWOOD CARES

L nual Thanksgiving Fod

%

Drive Back In Mid-November

by Sara Crawford

For over 30 years, Lakewood Char-
itable Assistance Corp. has provided
holiday food baskets for hundreds of
Lakewood families and senior citizens.

This  neighborhood tradition
is only possible with the support of
the entire community. In less than
two weeks, LCAC will be hosting its
Thanksgiving Food Drive for the first
time since 2019 and will need volun-
teers of all ages to sort food items, bag
150 bags of food and deliver them to
the community.

The LCAC Thanksgiving Food
Drive will take place at the Lakewood
Masonic Temple, at 15300 Detroit Ave.,
over two days.

On Nov. 18 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
non-perishable food donations will be
sorted. Later that evening, LCAC mem-

bers and volunteers will gather from
6-7:30 p.m. to bag non-perishable food.

On Nov. 19 from 9 a.m. to noon,
LCAC members and volunteers will
bag perishable food and then hand
deliver both non-perishable and per-
ishable bags filled with Thanksgiving
fixings to the community.

Volunteers are welcome to join as
little or as much as they’d like... better
yet, bring friends, family and neighbors.

For more information or to make a
monetary donation, visit www.LCAC.
info. Make sure to follow Lakewood
Charitable Corpora-
tion on Facebook for updates on the
Thanksgiving Food Drive and to keep

Assistance

up-to-date with the organization.

Sara Crawford is a long-time
Lakewood resident and a recent jour-
nalism graduate from Kent State.

LCSC Launches A La Cart

continued from page 1

www.charliecart.org.

These cooking demos are just part
of a larger program with the goal of
helping individuals and families to eat
healthier by introducing them to inex-
pensive and readily available ingredients
that will raise the nutritional value of
the meals they can prepare at home.
A nutritionist will be creating healthy
shopping lists, sharing recipes, and even
offering guided grocery shopping tours
to LCSC client families. LCSC’s part-
nerships with the Greater Cleveland
Food Bank, the Hunger Network of
Greater Cleveland, partners at the West
Side Market including Mena’s Produce
and Meister’s Foods and the City of
Lakewood have coalesced around this
important initiative that will impact the
health and wellbeing of our community.

Initial funding from the Lakewood/
Rocky River Rotary provided seed
money for the Charlie Cart. Program

funding from Three Arches Foundation
allowed us to not only buy the cart, but to
provide salary support and the purchase
of healthy food options for residents in
Lakewood, Rocky River, and Westlake.

Mark your calendars so you don’t
miss the three upcoming demos:

November 22: Matt Fish, chef/
owner of Melt Bar and Grilled

November 29: Ben Bebenroth,
chef/owner of the soon to be open
Boom in Lakewood

December 6: Gregg Korney, chef at
Georgetown

If you can’t make it to the live
demos, you can watch them on Cox
45 Community Public Access Chan-
nel. The first to air will be on Tuesday,
December 6 th at 4:00pm with future
airings on Tuesdays at the same time.

You can keep up to date with 2023
chef demos on LCSC’s FB page, on
the City of Lakewood’s page and on
the City of Lakewood Department of
Human Services FB page.

BENTLEY

WEALTH MANAGEMENT OF

RAYMOND JAMES®

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145
O 440.801.1629 // C 216.513.0933 // F 440.801.1636
www.bentleywealthmanagement.com // michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

LENNOX)

Air is life. Make it perfect.

PERFECT AIR STARTS WITH

AWARD-WINNING PRODUCTS.

2

Make no payments until 2023 when
you finance a new Lennox® system for
as little as

$132 A MONTH"*

RECEIVE UP TO

$1,200
IN REBATES

on a8 complete Ultimate Comfort System.**

et

Slife

216-220-5710

slifehvac@sbcglobal.net
13729 Madison Avenue
Lakewood, OH 44107

OH Lic #16431

Offer expires December 2, 2022.

*Offer available September 12, 2022 to December 2, 2022. Offer based on a retail price of $10,000. Requires purchase of qualifying Lennox system. Financing available to
well-qualified buyers on approved credit. No down payment required. Financing requires 120 equal monthly payments of $132 a month of principal and interest after the
first 6 months. Normal late charges apply. Financing can combine with any eligible rebate. Minimum and maximum amount financed of $3,000 and $100,000, respectively.
You may prepay your account at any time without penalty. Financing is subject to credit requi and sat y ion of finance Any finance terms
advertised are estimates only. See Truth in Lending disclosures available from lender for more information. **Rebate requires purchase of qualifying items between
September 12, 2022 to December 2, 2022. Qualifying items must be installed by December 9, 2022. Rebate claims must be submitted (with proof of purchase) to www.
lennoxconsumerrebates.com no later than December 23, 2022. Rebate is paid in the form of a Lennox Visa® Prepaid card. Prepaid Card is subject to terms and conditions
found or referenced on card and expires 12 months after issuance. Conditions apply. See www.lennox.com/terms-and-conditions for complete terms and conditions.

© 2022 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses.
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We live in Lakewood

ACCARO TEAM
\/QREALTORS
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Full Service Salon Eor Females.
Call us for help for bitten'nails.

We offer products and serviceto
help break the habit. Hair:Color,
Haircuts & Hair Styles forqall occasions.
Together we will listen and(use =
professional products for your needs. (-

10Z off on Seniors Tuesdays

&

and Wednesdays ASHLEIGH VACCARO
nz‘;m‘:z:;‘;?“ ‘ JOE VAccaro

Call for an appointment for best servic
Free Private Parking. Check with Id or ¢

15309 Madison Avenue ® 216.226.8616
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The Smarter Way to Shop... annan
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« Health N - . .
| ==, |@ Real Estate Services B
« Medicare .
CGontact us today for a free consultation.
« Small Group
« Life Insurance 21 6 731 9500
. Supplemental — 0
« Long-Term Care
Retirement | Skettle Automotive
Call today for your FREE QUOTE! 15501 Madison Avenue, Lakewood, OH

216-228-0765 NOW OPEN ON SATURDAY

www.clevelandinsurance.info Tim Skettle Owner, Technician

For an appointment CALL

216.226.5993

Carl Lishing Licensed Insurance Agent

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency is the d/b/a, or assumed name, of Insphere Insurance Selutions, Inc. which
I5 licensed as an insurance agency In all 50 states and the District of Columbia. Hot all agents are licensed to
sell all products. Service and product avallability varies by state HMIADD0539

Are you facing a legal problem that impacts

Health? Housing? Family? Money? Employment?
Contact Legal Aid!
Browse legal information or apply for help 24/7 online: wwuw. lasclev.org N

Or, call 888.817.3777 during most business hours. Healthy Lakewood Foundation

for its outreach support!
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